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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The proposed FY85 program of the Office of Health 1s responsive to recent
revisions of the Agency health policy and tke health sector strategy. The
program will continue to be directed toward improving the health of the
unserved and underserved in the developing countries.

To improve the health status of the poorer residents in developing
countries we must continue to develop, adapt and deploy improved technologies
and to improve the systems which deliver both new and existing technotogies
which can prevent and treat much of the serious illness, chronic disability
and death seen in these areas. These two themes--development/transfer of
technology and improvement of health care systems--are central to the projects
which comprise the FYB5 program. Within both of thesz broad themes, we will
seek opportunities to bring the vigor of the private sector to bear on the
search for solutions to the health problems of the developing countries.

The health sector strategy outlines an approach targeted on reducing the
mortality of infants and young children and their mothers and on reducing the
burden of illness in the workforce. This target 15 to be reached through
projects which promote the utilization of a basic package of proven,
appropriate interventions through the primary health care (PHC) approach,
develop and transfer tehcnology which is app:icable in the PHC system context,
and develop and strengthen the LDC institutions and human resources required
to sustain an effective health system.

The Office of Health program for FY8% is weli suited to support these policy
directives and strategic plans, The use of U.S., scierce and technology skills
is an integral part of both our research and field support activities. Direct
transfer of technology is a key element of the Water and Sanitation for Health
(WASH), Technology for Primary Health Care (FHC-Tech), Private Sector
Water/Sanitation Technology, and Health Development Management projects.

Other projects, such as the Operations Research (PRICOR) project and projects
which provide technical assistance primarily, transfer technology indirectly
through sponsorship or research conducted by local institutions and through
collaboration at a technical level. Development of LDC institutions is a key
element of the WASH, Health Development Management and MEDEX Suppcrt projects,
and development of human resources 1s promoted by the Heaith Training, Health
Development Management and MEDEX Support projects.

Promotion of private sector principles in health programs is a feature
of the PRICOR, WASH, PHC-Tech and Private Sector Water/Sanitation Technology
projects. Sub-projects under PRICOR wi'll explore alternative financing
schemes for health systems which will reduce the recurrent cost burden on the
LOC government. Short-term technical assistance has been provided by the WASH
project to LDC manufacturers of water supply and sanitation hardware and the
proposed Private Sector Water/Sanitation Technology project will make
available longer-term, comprehensive technical assistance to develop viable
LDC private firms in the same industry, The PHC-Tech project will provide
essential technical assistance to promote consideration of pharmaceutical
availability and distribution in the LDC health programs. Such programs
provide an excellent opportunity to incorporate private sector pharmaceutical
manufacture and marketing principles in primary health care programs.
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In response to a new emphasis on biomedical research, the FY85 program
proposes to augment current research projects related to Malaria Immunity and
- Yaccination, and Diarrheal Disease Research and continue but diversify in the
tropical disease research area. In addition, a much requested new project
will be initiated, Biomedical Research Support, which will assist regional
bureaus and missions to implement regional and mission funded biomedical
research projects critical to their local needs.

The programs of the Office of Health continue to focus on those health
issues which are common to many countries in a region or on technologies which
are appropriate for use on a global scale. The Diarrheal Disease Research
project will continue to search for preventive measures for this leading cause
of death of children under five in the LDC's. Previous AID efforts in this
field helped to develop and perfect oral rehydration therapy (ORT), a
universally applicable treatment. The Diarrheal Disease Research project will
further improve and disseminate ORT and will continue the search for primary
prevention measures such as vaccines. Other problems common to several
countries or regions which will be targets of the FY85 program include endemic
tropical diseases. We propose to continue the search for effective, low-cost
treatment and control measures through the Tropical Disease Research (TDR)
program which has already had some success. The research efforts of the TDR
program have spawned several mission funded projects, all of which apply the
research findings in a similar manner. The PHC management training -
methodology developed by the Health Development Management project and the
results of the operations research efforts will meet the needs common to PHC
systems in many countries,

Several projects in the FY85 program are designed to foster close
collaboration and joint funding between the Office of Health and missions in
the program areas where an efficient central mechanism and expertise may be
used profitably to advance development and implementation of novel health
projects. We anticipate regional bureau or mission funding to increase the
scope of the PHC-Tech, WASH and Biomedical Research Support projects if they
provide valuable services to bureaus and missions.

Among the program shifts proposed for FY85, the Office of Health
proposes to increase the level of funding for the Malaria Immunity and
Vaccination project to take advantage of recent advances in development of a
prototype vaccine. This breakthrough, which was made in November 1982, has
made it necessary to accelerate the field work to provide the epidemiological
information required to field test a vaccine. It also requires an increased
effort to accelerate the development of the blood stage component of the
combined vaccine which is required to effectively reduce malaria incidence in
an endemic area. AID should not ignore the opportunity to invest in
development of a primary prevention technology for malaria when we face
formidable technical and cost problems with existing malaria control
strategies.

We propose to increase and diversify the activities supported by the
Diarrhea Disease Research project. Through FY83 the predecessor project
supported the International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangiadesh
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(ICDDR/B), exclusively. In FY85 we expect to continue core support of the
ICDDR/B. but we also anticipate supporting project-specific activities at the
ICDDR/B and elsewhere. We anticipate, alsc, the need to provide central
support for research elements of diarrheal disease projects which may be
generated by the oral rehydration therapy conferance.

We propose to use a series of small activities under the FY84 Market
Technology for Community Health (MATCH) project to explore private sector and
financing issues important to missions and to provide advice and assistance to
missions in these areas which were previously covered under the
mission-initiated sub-projects of PRICOR.

In FY85 we are proposing to expand the scope of the PHC-Tech praject to
cover technical assistance for essential drug/pharmaceutical programs,
Incorporation of the elements of essential drug programs in PHC projects
offers an opportunity to program health loans and to provide an opportunity
fcr the pharmaceutical industry to participate in and support PHC programs.

An FY85 start, Biomedical Research Support, is an attempt to establish a
mechanism with 1imited central funding which will facilitate greater mission
participation in biomedical research. This project will provide technical
assistance to regional bureaus and missions to insure adequate project
identification, and, if additional regional or mission funds are available to
the project, to assist with project design and implementation when requested.

Three projects which are new in FY85 will be designed primarily to
accelerate technology development and transfer for us in AID bilateral
projects. These projects are: Community [iagnosis, Health Training, and
Private Sector Water/Sanitation Technology. They are projects which will be
designed to provide the technologies which are maost frequently requested to
implement AID health policy papers and bilateral health projects.

In considering the ranking of the FY&5 projram elements, Table V lists
the proposed order of priority. The four research projects head the list,
The three principal biomedicail research projects are ranked highest because
this is an area in which the Office of Health 15 in a position to make a
unique contribution to the health program of the Agency. Development of a
malaria vaccine, continued research of diarrheal diseases, and support for
research of tropical diseases which are encemic {n many countries throughout
the world are activities which are important in a well-baianced health
pecrtfolio for AID. Support of health reltated opzrations research activities,
that are conducted under PRICOR, are expected to find wide application in AID
health projects and elsewhere. We attribute a portion of the PRICOR
activities to mission support because several of the sub-projects were
undertaken at mission request.

Next on the priority 1ist are the mission support projects, WASH and
PHC-Tech. These projects are ranked rather high on the 1ist because they
provide efficient access to technical assistance, We consider provision of a
mechanism through which specialist technical assistance can be obtained to be



-4 -

an essential role of the Office of Health to play, especially when the need
for these services was not anticipated far enough in advance to secure bureau
or mission funding. The previous history of the WASH project and the '
experience with the predecessor to the PHC-Tech project indicate these
projects will be heavily utilized . '

FY85 will be the last year for the next project on the list, Health
Development Management. Only one of the two project activities is included
in our FYB5 program. One element, the contract between Johns Hopkins and the
School of Public Health of the University of Indonesia, will be mission-funded
for the last year so that any future program or extension of the current
activities can be melded with other mission funded projects.

The rank order of the next five projects represents the interest of the
Office of Health in applying science and technology to health problems and the
role we are best equipped to play in 1inking technology to field
implementation of health projects. We view Biomedical Research Support,
Agro-Medical Pesticides and Community Diagnosis as examples of how we can
assess and adapt technology and help missions participate fully in development
of new technology. Few missions would have the critical mass of knowledge,
experience, or perhaps interest, to make the heavy investment of time and
personnel required to develop these activities for their own programs
exclusively. We consider provision of these services to be a proper function
of the Office. The HHS Support project continues to make U.S. Public Health
Service officers available as consultants. This is primarily a mission
support project., The Health Training and Private Sector Water/Sanitation
Technoiogy projects are designed to meet specific sector needs which may be
supported by mission or regional resources in some, but not all, cases.

The additional requirement for MEDEX Support exists in FY85 because
continuation of the MEDEX activity in FY 83 and the requirements for out-year
funds were added to the Office of Health program in FY83 and FY84, This
additional requirement in FY85 continues the same budget pattern.
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