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SUBJECT: UN WOMEN'S CONFERENCE: FIFTH DAY: JULY

19: US DRAFT RESOLUTION ON LITERACY: USDEL 1i
FOLLOVING 1S THE TEXT OF DRAFT RESOLUTION ON
LITERACY TABLED BY USDEL ON JULY 18.

BEGIN TEXT:

RECOGNIZING THAT THIS IS AN-INFORHAT.ION AGE
SOCIETY IN WHICH FUNCTIONAL LITERACY IS AN
ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR SURVIVAL,

DEFINING LITERACY IN RELATION TO THE DEMANDS OF
1 THE SOCIETY IN WHICH A PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL MUST
FUNCT | ON,

NOTING THAT THE IHPACT OF FUNCTIONAL ILLITERACY IS
GREATEST IM LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES,

RECUGNIZING THAT THERE IS A DISTINCT RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN LITERACY AND EARNINGS AND WITH EMPLOYMENT
POSSIBILITIES,

CONCERNED' OVER THE DRAIN ON NAT|ONAL RESOURCES
CAUSED BY' ILLITERACY AND THE LOSS OF AN
INDIVIDUAL’S POTENTIAL FOR SONTRIBUTING TO SOCIETY,

NOTING THAT LITERACY IS AN |MPORTANT |SSUE FOR
WOMEN:  EVERYWMERE-IN THE WORLD WOMEN ARE THE
MAJORITY OF ILLITERATES AND THE GAP. BETWEEN
LITERACY. OF MEN AND WOPEEN |S CONSTANTLY INCREASING,

RECOGNIZING THAT LITERACY FACILITATES GREATER AND
' *  MORE EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION IN ECONOHIC AND
POLITICAL PROCESSES,

1, CALLS UPOM STATES TO SUPPORT ADULT LITERACY
TRAINIHG, DRAWING UPON THE PUBLIC SECTOR AS
APPROPRIATE, TO DEVELOP ADULT LEARMING GENERALLY
AND ADULT LITERACY AND BASIC SKILLS SPICIFICALL?.

2, lECDHﬂEHDS THAT ALL STM’ES T0 THE EXTENT.
FEASIBLE, ESTABLISH A NIIIML EDUCATION lEUEL FOR
HEN AND WOMEN.
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3, FURTHER RECOMHENDS THAT THE.UNITED NAT|ONS
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES REPORT AT 1TS NEXT
EXECUTIVE! CONMITTEE ON PLANS FOR RAISING TXE
semee=c=-c=-mst' | TERACY LEVEL AMONG REFUGEES, PARTICULARLY-AHONG

55-80 VOMEN REFUGEES, :

HUD-82 :

L-83 4, ENDORScSITHE EOUCAT|ONAL PROGRAMS' PROYIDED BY

ED-4 THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR

USIE=@8 PALESTINIAN REFUGEES IN THE MEAR EAST lllNlHll',

$PD-81 WH1CH PROVIDES .EQUAL EDUCAT |ONAL .OPPORTUNITLES FOR

APPROXIMATELY ONE "MILL 10N WOMEN, * AND-RECOMNENDS
THAT STATES WHICH HAVE NOT DONE:SO STRENGTMEN
THEIR SUPPORT FOR:UHRWA*S EDUCATIONAL: PROGRANS,

S, CALLS UPOM/THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INSTITUTE
A'PROGRAH OF INFORMATION GATHERING, D) ESEMINATION
OF INFORHATION REGARDING PROGRANS -AND PRACTICES,
TECHKICAL' ASSISTANCE, ‘EVALUATION :OF PROGRAN
EFFECTIVENESS, AND PROHOTION OF DIALOGUE AND
-COMHUNICATION AMONG THE HYRIAD PROVIDERS OF
LITERACY TRAINING, TO DEVELOP A CLEARER
INTERNAT I ONAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROELEMS AND
POSSIBILITIES RELATED TO ADULT LITERACY. END
TEXT, THOMAS
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