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SUBJECT: ADDRESS IN WOMEN’S CONFEREMCE I‘I..Ellﬂ'f BY
MAUREEN REAGAN

1. FGLLCWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ADDRESS PRESENTED
BY MAUREEN REAGAN, HEAD OF UNITED STATES
DELEGATION TO THE NAIROB| WOMEN’S CONFERENMCE ON
JULY 16, -

STATEMENT EY NS. RAUREEN REAGAN,

HEAD OF THE UNITEEL STATES DELEGATION

70 THE WORLD CONFERENCE ‘1O REVIEW

AND APSRAISE THE KCHIEVERENTS OF ‘THE

UNITED 'NAT 10NS DECADE FOR WOMEN:

EQUAL ITY, CEVELOPFENT, RND' PEACE,

IN PLENARY, JULY 16, 1385 -

THANK YOU, MRDAME PRESIDENT. ON BEHALF OF MY
ENTIRE DELEGATION, | WOULD LIKE TO CONVEY OUR
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ELECTION TO THE PRESIDENCY
OF THIS CONFERENCE. UNDER YOUR LEADERSMIP, ME
HAVE FAITH THIS CCNFERENCE WILL BE MOST PRODUCTIVE
AND SUCCESSFUL. | WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXTEND OUR
CONGRATULATIONS TC ALL THE HEMBERS OF THE BUREAU.
KINDLY ALSC RELAY TO YOUR GOVERNHENT, AND TO ALL.
THE KENYAN PEOPLE OUR SINCERE THANKS FOR THE WAY
THEY MAVE GPENED UP THEIR HEARTS AND WELCOMED US

,+T0 YOUR BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY,

IT IS ESPECIALLY FITTING THAT THIS MAJOR GATHERING
OF THE WORLD'S WOMEN SHOULD TAKE PLACL IN AFRICA.
AFRICA TODEY SYNBOL |IES THE UNIQUE |MPORTANCL OF
WOMEN | IN SHAPING/ THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF
HUMANEIND. AFRICA IS A CONTINENT OF PAIN AND
PROMISE, OF RICHNESS AND SCARCITY, OF INTENSE
SUFFERING AND UNDYING MOPE, AT THE HEART OF THESE °
POIGNANT. CCNTRASTS, THE WOMEN OF THIS CONTIMCNT
T01l. AT & TIME VWHEN FOOD PRODUCTION I3 CRITICAL,
THEIR LABORS PRODUCE MOST OF THIS CONTINENT‘Z FODD
ZROFS. AT A TIME WHEN LCONOMIC DEVELOPRENT 13
CRUCIAL, THEY ACCCUNI FOR A LAHUE PART OF AFRICA®3
LABOR  FORCT IN ITZ MOST CRUGIAL ECONOMIC SCCTORS.
CLENRLY, THE GREAT PROMISE OF AFRICA VILL ‘OWLY BE
FULFILLED, IF, AS PRESIDINT MO| YECTERDAY
DLCLARED, WE WEEP FAITN V|TH AFRICA'S WOMEN. SO

i
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THE VONEN OF AFRICA REPRESENT ANO SYMBOLIZIE THE
CRITICAL ROLE, THE PASSIONATE NOPES, AND THE
STRIVING FUIURE OF US ALL,

THE US DELEGATION REPRESENTS OVER 1#d NILL1OX
WOMEN IM THE UNITED STATES., WOMENSCOXCERNED WITH
THE ISSUES THIS CONFCRENCE WILL AMORESS. THEY
HAVE ACHIEVED DRAMATIC PROGRESS DURING THIS DLCADE
FOR WOMEN, AND | WOULD LIhE TO SPEAK BRIEFLY OF
THEIR ACHIEVEHENTS,

OF COURSE, IT 1S EASY TO POINT DUT SPARKLING
EXANPLES OF INDIVIDUAL SUCCESS. DURING THIS

"DECADE, THE US VITHESSED THE APPCINTMENT OF THE

FIRST WOMAN JUSTICE OF OUR SUPREME ZOURT, THREE
WOMEN SERVING SINULTANEOUSLY IN THE CABINET OF ODUR
GOVERNMENT, THE SPAGE FLIGHT OF THE FIRST AMER|CAN
WOMAN ASTRONAUT, AND THE FIRST NCHINATION BY A
MAJOR PARTY OF A WOMAN CANDIDATE FOR THE VICE
PRESIDENCY,

BUT THE ADVANCEMENT OF AMERICA’S WOMEN DURING TkE
DECADE GOES FAR BEYOND THESE INDIVIDUAL CASES. BY
THE END OF THE DECKDE, WE WAVE SEEN THE PERCENTAGE
OF WOMEN PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES RISE. WOMEN WOW
OCCUPY MORE THAN 1688 HIGH LEVEL POLICY=HAXING
POSITIONS N OUR FEDERAL' GOVERMMENT.
PARTICIPATION BY WOMEN IN THE LAEOR FORCE AT LARGE
HAS GROWN FROM 48 TO 44 PERCENT WHILE,THE' AVERAGE
WAGE FOR WOREN 15 STILL LESS THAK TYAT OF MEN,
HERE TOO THERE NAS BEEN |HMPROVEHEK( OVER THIS
DECACE. WE NEED TO BUJLD ON THIS PROGRESS, AND |
HOPE THE NEXT FIFTEEN YEARS WILL WITNESS EVEN RORE
IMPROVENENT.

AT THE START OF THE DECADE, AMERICAN WOMEN HAD
ALREADY ACHIEVED SUBSTANT|AL POLITICAL EQUALTY
THROUGH LEGISLATION. WOHEN KAD THE RIGHT TQ
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND HAD
OBTAINED LEGISLATIVE GUARKNTEES FROAIB|TING
DISCRIMINATION (N EMPLOYHENT AND PAf.
DISCRININATION IN HOUSING, CREDIT, aND EQUCATION
AD ALSO BEEN PROHIBITED. SINCE'THE DECRDE BEGAN,
FURTHER LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS HAS BEER MRDE IN TaAX
LAVS, IN SOCIAL SECURITY, REGULATIONS, |N'PREGHANCY
DISCRININATION, IN JOB TRAINING, AS WELL AS IH THE
FIELG OF PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF CHILD AND
srousai,f;usz. -

BUT WE STILL ARE NOT SATISFIED! WHILE ALL LEGAL
BARRIERS TO POLITICAL EQUALITY HAVE LOMG SINCE
BEEN ELIMINKTED, THERE STILL EXIST CULTURAL,
SOCIOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC BARRIERS.. THESE ARE
PROBLEMS FACED/ BY VOMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND
WE ARE MERE TO DISCUSS THESE PROBLENS, AMD TO JOIN
YOU, THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD IN FORMULATING
STRAIEGIES TO OVERCOME THEM.

DUR ING THIS CONFERINCE, THE US DELEGATION WILL BE
SEEKING TO FOCUS ON FOUR ISSUES OF SPECIAL GONCERN
TO MY COUNTRY: WOHEN REFUGEES, WOHEN Ik
DEVELOPHENT, LITERACY, AND DOHESTIC VIOLENCE. WE
WILL BE HOT1ING SPECIAL CONVERSATION GROUPS TO
COMCENTRATE ON THEZE ISSUES. THE UNITLD STATIS
HA3 INVITED A NUMBER OF THE DELELATIONS HERE

1715 A [RALIC COBRENTARY ON MODERN TINES THAT
SUFFER DARILY FROM
DEPRIVATION, DISORIENTATION AMD DEGRADATION.
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SINCE 1975, THE UNITED STATES WAS ACCEPTED WLARLY
ONE=HALF OF ALL THE REFUGEES RETETVLED TO THIRD
COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD, TME MEEDS OF REFUGEE
WOMEN RESETTLING IM THE UNITED STATES VARY, -
DEPEMDING FROM WHAT CULTURE TNEY COME. TNE MOST
COMMON DIFFICULTY FOR REFUGEE WOREN 1IN TWE' UNITED
STATES, IS A BACKGROUMD AND A TRADITION IN WHICH
WOBEN DD NOT TAKE AGGRESSIVE ROLES aUTEIﬂE OF THE
NOME, AND WHERE THEY, ARE TAUGHT TO AE DEPEMDENT
UPON OTHERS., SELF=SUFFICIENCY SKiLLS ARE CRUCIAL.
FOR SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION INTO AMERICAN L IFE,
THEREFORE THE MAIN JOB OF OUR REFUGEE' RESETTLEMENT
PROGRAN - BOTH PUELIC AND PRIVATE = IS TO HELP
WONEN ' FROH THESE TRADITIONAL CULTURES LEARN-TO BE
FULL PARTNERS IN OUR SOCIETY = WHETHER THEY WORK
IN THE MARKETPLACE OR IN THE MOME,

LET US NOT FORGET IN THESE D|SCUSSIONS, HOWEVER,
THE ROOT CAUSES WHICH WAVE BROUGHT ABOUT NEARLY 18
HILL ION REFUGEES AND MANY MORE DISPLACED PERSONS
IN THE WORLD TODAY = FAMINE, DROUGHT, WAR, AND
PART ICULARLY THE WHOLESALE LOSS OF HUMAN FREEDOM,
WHEN, WE SEE THE SUFFERING OF WOREN AND CHILDREN
REFUGEES IN THE WORLD TODAY, WE MUST DEPLORE THE
ACTIONS OF GOVERNMENTS WHICH FORCE PEOPLE FROM
THEIR!HOMES IN SEARCH OF FREEDOR.

THE DESIRE FOR FREEDOH IS ALSO AT THE HEART OF THE
VITAL ROLE PLAYED BY WOMEN IN THE DEVELOPHENT
PROCESS., GOVERNHENTS MAVE THEIR TARGETS AND THEIR
FIVE=YEAR PLANS. WOMEN HAVE DREANS AND
ASPIRATIONS, OUR EXPERIENCE COMVINCES US THAT-THE
ABILITY OF WOMEN IS TO CHOOSE THEIR OWN PATKS AND,
THEREFORE, TO PARTICIPATE COMPLETELY Ik ALL
ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT |5 ESSENTIAL.

IN MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, WCHEN PLAY A HAJOR
ROLE IN THOSE SECTDRS OF THE ECCNOMY WHERE PRIVATE
EFFORT AND INITIATIVE ARE VITAL, PARTICULARLY IN
THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, THEY ARE THE FOOD
FARMERS, THEY ARE THE MERCHANTS, THEY ARE
SHOPKEEPERS, THE BACKBONE OF THE LOCAL MARKET,
ECONOMY. THE EXPERIENCE OF OVER TWD DECADES OF
DEVELOPHENT EFFORTS AROUND \THE WORLD HAS SHOWN
THAT COUNTRIES WHICH PLACE THE EMPHASIS UPON THE
PRIVATE ECONOMIC/ SECTOR ACHIEYE THE BEST,
DEVELOPNENT RESULTS, THIS MEANS THAT ESPECIALLY
FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, THE WOMEN'S
PATH TO DEVELDPMENT IS THE BEST PATH. EMPHASIS
UPON THE PROBLEMS, CONCERNS AND CAPACITIES OF
WOHEN 15 THE BRIGHT HOPE OF THE DEVELOPMENT FUTURE.
THE PRIVATE SECTOR IS OFTEN THE WOMEN'S SECTOR.

.PARTICULARLY IN THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES,
EMPHASIZ{NG THIS ROLE OF WOMEN OF THE FRIVATE

SECTOR OFTEN MEANS THE ROLE OF WVOMEN, COULD THIS
BE ONE REAZON PRIVATE SECTOR APPROACHES MEETS SO
WUCH 'RESISTANCE FROF GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACIES?

WHILE GOVERNMENT PROJECTS AND GOVERNHENT CONTROL
NAVE NOT PROVEN 70 BE THE KEYS 10 DEVELOPMENT,
GOVERNMENTS DO WAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO ENCOURAGE
EFFECTIVE DEVELOPMENT APPROACMES. OVER A DECADE
AGO, THE US CDNGRESS APPROVED REGULATIONS
REQUIRING THE UNITED STRIES AGEWCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVILOPHMENT TO ALLOCATE RESOURCES TO
CNSURE THAT SILATERAL DEVELOPRENT PROJICTS INCLUDE
PROGRAMS SPECIFICELLY DLSIGNED 10 WELP WOMEN.

THAT AGENCY IS ALSD REQUIRED TO CONSIDER [HE
FOTENTIAL IMPACT ON WONCN M ALL (TS DEVELOPHINT °
PROJECTS. : om0y
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THROUGH - VOI UNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 10 SEVERAL UM
PROGRANS, SUCH AS THE UN DEVELOPHENT PROGRAM,
UNICEF, AND THE UH VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE DECADE
FOR WOMEN, THE UNITED STATES NAS GENEROUSLY
CONTRIBUTED 70 THLSE MULTILATERAL PROGRAMS, THESE
)N TURNWAVE SUPPORTED |MPROVING THE CONDITION OF
WOREN |N DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, VE ARE COMM)TTED
T0 ENCOURAGING THESE KINDS' OF ACTIVITIES THAT VILL
FOSTER THE FULL AND  EQUAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN
IN THEIR COMMUNITIES, IN THEIR NxTIONS, ANO IN THZ
WORLD, . VE BELIEVE THE UNITED NATIONS CAN CONTINUE
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TO PLAY AN IBPORTANT ROLE AS CATALYST Ik ACHIEVING

THIS GOAL., 1T WAS ALREADY DONE <O DURING THE
DECADE FOR WOMEN, AND WE ANTICIPATE IT WILL
CONTINUE TO DO 50 IN TnE FUTURE.

LITERACY IS AN AREA OF MAJOR CONCERN TO THE US.
WHILE BASIC JLLITERACY 1S ND LONGER A HAJOR
PROPLEM FOR US, ACHIEVING TRUE FUNCTIONAL L |TERACY
15 A MAJOR CHALLENGE. FUNCTIOWAL LITERACY HEAKS
TAE KWOWLEDGE THAT MAKES EVERYDAY LIFE WORK
MEETING THIS CHALLENGE WILL ALLOM WOMEN TO FURTHER
JHPROVE THEIR OWN LIVES AND THE LIVES OF TKEIR
FAMILIES AND THEIR SOCIETIES.

FINALLY, AHERICAN WOMEK ARE |NCREASINGLY COMING TO
GRIPS WITH THE DEVASTATION CAUSED BY FARILY
VIOLENCE. NOW SOHE OF YOU MAY SEE THIS AS A
CONCERN ONLY IN WESTERW CONTEXT, BUT VIOLEMCE IN
“\JE HOME, WHETHER BASED OX TRADITIONAL CUSTONS DR
SPOUSAL ABUSE, IS ALL TOO PREVALENT WORLDWIDE,
FARILY PRIVACY, FEELINGS OF GUILT OR EMBARRASSRENT
WAVE OFTEN COVERED UP THIS WORLDWIDE PHENOMENDM,
HELP MUST COME FROW OUTSIDE: THE FANILY. THE HCST
EFFECTIVE WAY TO DEAL WITH FAMILY VIOLENCE 15 T0
RECOGNIZE IT IS A CRIMINAL ACT AND TO TREAT IT
WITHIN THE JUDICIAL SYSTEH. THE LEGAL FESPONSE
SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE NATURE OF THE ABUSIVE KCT,
NOT: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTIN AND ABUSER, |
HOPE THAT WE CANH SHARE INFORMATICN ON PRACTICAL
MEASURES WE HAVE TAKEN TO MEET ThlS WORLDWIDE
PROBLEN, AND TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO ITS

SOLUT ION.

{ HAVE JUST DESCRIBED THE FOUR ISSUES THAT ARE OF
SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO THE UNMITED STATES IN THIS
CONFERENCE. THEY WERE CHCSEM BY OUR DELEGATIOK AS
AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST AND COMCENTRATION
BECAUSE WE BELJEVE THAT PROGRESS IN THESE FOUR
AREAS IN THE COMING YEARS WILL HAVE THE GREATEST
POSITIVE IHPACT DIl THE CONOITIOH OF WOHEN
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, | REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT
OTHER DELEGATES CONSIDER OTHER IZSUES TG BE OF
GRERTER IMPORTANCL. WE ARE WERE V0 LISI1EN TOD
THOSE COMGERNS. IN DDING SO, WE HOPE TO PROHOTE
GREATER UNDERSTANDING AMONG ALL LOMEN.

FOR EXAMPLE, MANY DELEGATIONS, EZPECIALLY THOSE
FRON AFRICA, BELIEVE IT 15 OF UThOST IMPORTANCE
THAT THIS CONFERENCE ADDRESS THE QUESTION OF
APARTHEID IN SDUTH AFRICA, OTHERS BELIEVE THAT
THE SITUATION OF PALESTINIAN WOMEM DCSERVES
SPECIAL ATTENTION. THE/ UNITED S1ATES HiS.NEVEF,
AHD DDCS MDT WO, OBJECT 10 THE L1SCUSCION OF
THESE I153UES, AT THE CONFFRENCL,

APARTHEIN 15 ABHORRENT TD THE GOVERNMCN1 AND TO
THE PEOPLE OF THE UMITED STATCS, IN ADLITION 10
175 DENEANING AHD DESTRUCTIVE EFTECT UPDN THE
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BLACK PEOPLE OF SCUTM AFRICA, ITS EFFECTS UfOM

WONEN ARE ESPECIALLY SEVERE. TNE FORWARD=LOOK|NG

SYRATEGIES SNOULD ADDRESS WAYS TO OVERCORE THEL

EFFECTS ON WOMEN OF THIS EVIL AMD INHUNANE

SYSTEN.

SIMILARLY, VE RECOGMIZE THAT MWANY DELEGATIONS FEEL
VERY STROWGLY ABOUT DISCUSSING THE SITUATION IN
THE WIDOLE EAST AND ITS EFFECT UPON WONEM. WE ARE
PREPARED TO WORK CONSTRUCTIVELY. WITH THOSE
DELEGATIONS IN A SPIRIT OF CONSENSUS-BUILDING TO
ARRIVE AT RESULTS THAT ALL CAM ACCEPT,

| REALIZE  THAT THIS CONFERENCE OFFERS TO MANY
WOHEN A PLATFORM FROM WHICH TO SPEAK THAT HAY BE
DENIED TO THEM ELSEWHERE. | AN BLESSED 70 BE A
CITIZEN OF A NATION WHERE WOMEN ARE FREE TO SPEAK
OUT ABOUT THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS AND TO WORK WITHIN
A DEMOCRATIC SYSTENM TO SEE THAT THEIR VIEWS
PREVAIL. THAT (5 WHAT | HAVE DONE FOR'MY ENTIRE
ADULT LIFE. | WOULD NEVER DENY TO ANY WOMAM AN’
OPPORTUNITY SUCH AS THAT PRESENTED HERE TO USE
THAT PLATFORM NO MATTER HOW HUCH | MIGHT DISAGREE
WITH HER POSITION,

WE HAVE BEEN CONCERNED, 1T 1S/TRUE, OVER THE
POSSIBILITY THAT GENERAL!ZED POLITICAL ISSUES MITH
ONLY A NOHINAL CONNECTION TO THE UNIQUE' CONCERNS
OF WOMEN HIGHT COME TO DOMINATE OUR CONFERENCE.
THIS 1S A RESULT THAT WE WILL WORK HARD TO
PREVENT. WE WANT THIS TO PE REHEMBERED AS A
GONFERENCE OF WOMEN, BY WOMEN, AND FOR WOHEM. |
AM HOPEFUL THAT IN THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE AND
CONSENSUS THAT HAS MARKED THE OPENING OF OUR WORK
HERE [N NAIROBI, THIS RESULT CAN BE ACHIEVED. I
THANK YOU, END TEXT, THOMAS
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