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Narrative Summary
 

The research will analyse the 
participation of women in the 

economic
 

development process in West 
Africa, identify barriers 

to their participa

tion in development projects 
and determine policies that 

would lead to
 

Quantitative infor

increased participation and 
increased benefits to women. 


mation will be provided on 
the degree and type of female 

participation in
 

household decision making in 
both rural and urban areas 

as well as on the
 

seasonality of the use of female 
labor in farm, rural non-farm 

and urban
 

Regression analysis will be 
used to determine the relative
 

enterprises. 


importance of factors influencing 
female participation and incomes 

generated
 

Factors to be examined include
 
in different farm and non-farm 

systems. 


household income, farming systems, 
level of technology, household 

size and
 

These analyses will
 

its composition, level of education, 
ethnicity, etc. 


test the hypothesis that women 
"lo/se out" in the economic 

development pro

cess.
 

By building on an existing unique 
data base in Sierra Leone at 

very
 

low cost the research will provide 
planners in West Africa, AID 

missions,
 

etc., with measures of the importance 
of female labor in farm and non-farm
 

production, their importance 
as generators of household income 

as well as
 

an examination of the factors that limit female 
participation in the economic
 

development process.
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RLPurose
 

As part of a general 
concern with equity in 

the economic development
 

process* planners, policy 
makers and action agencies 

have recently been
 

concerned with the role 
women play in the economic 

development process 
and
 

Reflecting this concern 
the Congress of the 

United
 

the benefits they derive. 


States passed what is 
commonly called the "Percy 

Amendment" providing 
USAID
 

and other U.S. agencies 
with a mandate to ensure 

that women participate
 

and benefit fully from 
economic development projects.
 

The economic development 
literature has recently 

generated a number
 

of articles and monographs 
on women's role in development 

(see bibliography).
 

-With two or three exceptions 
notably Boserup [1970], Clark [1975] and
 

the writings are too 
general and provide very 

little
 

Achola Pala [1975], 


quantitative analyses 
of the dynamics of female 

participation in economic
 

Action
 

that would be useful 
to policy makers and 

planners. 


development 


programs none-the-less 
need to and are being 

developed by AID in response
 

I/ As AID Deputy Administrator 
Murphy points
 

to the Congressional mandate. 


out, AID field missions 
need to collect information 

in order to illuminate
 

of women in developing 
countries.2/
 

the role,'status 
and contributions 


The need for empirical 
studies of the role of 

women in development is 
also
 

made in the AID PRP on 
Upper Volta.
 

This research proposes 
to provide quantitative 

empirical analysis
 

of the role of women 
in the economic development 

process in West Africa,
 

-!/See for example AID's 
Project Review Paper 

on Women's Roles in Devel-


This December 1975 proposal 
outlines a $998,000
 

opment in the Upper Volta. 


AID financed program 
to foater women's participation 

in the development
 

process.
 
I/See Front Lines, Vol. 

14, No. 1, November 
13, 1975.
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Since the study mainly 
utilizes
 

that would be useful 
to policy makers. 


an existing unique 
data base the research 

can be executed at 
low cost and
 

completed in one year.
 

The specific objectives 
of the research project 

are:
 

To determine the quantity and seasonality 
of the use of female labor
 

1. 


in farm, rural non-farm and 
urban enterprises and thereby 

to determine
 

the relative importance 
of women as generators 

of household income
 

in Sierra Leone.
 

2. To quantitatively analyse the relative 
importance of socio-economic
 

factors that determine the economic 
role of women in rural and urban
 

areas and to describe the 
role of women with respect 

to activities
 

performed in Sierra Leone.
 

To examine the differential access 
to education by rural and urban
 

3. 


women and determine 
its effect on the 

rural-urban migration 
process and
 

female participation 
in the modern sector 

of Sierra Leone.
 

To examine the role 
of women in household 

decision making in 
rural
 

4. 


and urban areas.
 

On the basis of the 
above analyses to recommend policies 

and programs
 

5. 


that would increase 
woman's participation 

in and.their benefits 
from
 

economic development 
projects in West Africa.
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Methods of Analysis
 

This analysis will concentrate 
on detailed micro-economic 

evaluation
 

of the-effects of economic 
development on female 

participation in household
 

decision making and 
income generation 

uslng mainly cross-section 
data.
 

First of all the degree 
to which women participate 

in household decision
 

making among different 
income groups in different 

situations in both rural
 

The total quantity 
and seasonality of 

use
 

and urban areas will 
be quantified. 


of female labor in food 
and cash crop production, 

in rural non-farm activi-


The
 

ties as well as in 
urban small-scale industry 

will be determined. 


relative importance 
of different factors 

affecting the use of 
female labor
 

Factors to be considered 
include
 

will be measured using 
regression analysis. 


household income and 
its composition, i.e., 

proportion of the income 
derived
 

from food, cash crop 
and other non-farm 

businesses, household 
composition
 

and size, the ethnic 
group and the education 

of the women.
 

As a link between the 
rural and urban labor 

markets, the importance
 

Factors
 

of women in the rural-urban 
migration streams will 

be determined. 


affecting the female 
decision to migrate 

(e.g., level of education, 
etc.)
 

and their phasing into 
the urban labor market 

will be analysed.
 

Examples of types of 
analyses to be performed 

include:
 

does trac

1. 	 Effects of new technologies 
on women's work load, 

e.g., 


operation but
 

torization relieve men 
of the land ploughing/clearing 


add to the weeding to 
be done by women?
 

Detailed analysis of 
the labour markets with 

respect to sex, e.g.,
 

2. 


how do wages vary with 
respect to sex in rural 

and urban areas?
 

-/This analysis will 
draw mainly on migration 

research by Byerlee
 

and Tommy.
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Are
 

To what extent are 
male and female roles 

responsive to change? 


3. 


traditional labor roles 
altered by changing 

economic pressures, 
e.g.,
 

if there is a labor bottleneck 
in a traditionally sex 

specific acti

vity will these bottlenecks 
be solved by participation 

of the other
 

sex. 
How does
 

What is the relationship 
between fertility and 

female work? 


4. 


the female role vary 
witn the age of her 

children and alternatively
 

what role do young children 
play in the rural labour 

force?
 

Analysis of the decision 
to educate emphasizing 

sex differences.
 

5. 

Possible rea-


Analy3is of why female 
education is low in rural 

areas? 


to be examined are:
 sons 


Higher drop-out rates 
decrease expected returns.
 

a. 


Low returns to female 
education because of 

lower wages and less
 

b. 


economic alternatives.
 

Social factors, e.g., ethnic 
group.
 

c. 


and leaders. Analysis of the role
 

Analysis of women as 
enterpreneurs


6. 	 4'
 
/ and other enterprises 

dominated
 

of women in trade, gara 
production 


What returns do they 
earn and what constraints
 

by women enterpreneurs. 


what is the effect of 
the tariff structure 

or the
 

do they face, e.g., 


lack of access to credit 
and other resources?
 

The above analysis will 
test a number of hypotheses 

about women in
 

For example many writers 
assert that
 

the economic development 
process. 


women provide the bulk 
of the labor input in 

traditional food prcduction
 

systems in West Africa 
and have a very important 

role in small scale non

farm commercial enterprises 
and they generate a 

major source of household
 

A/Hand tie and dye cloth.
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These writers also assert 
that the commercializa

income in rural areas. 


tion of agriculture, urbanization 
and growth of the modern 

sector encour

age women to provide more 
manual labor but women 

earn lower returns because
 

they lose their traditional sources 
of income in rural areas 

while they
 

do not derive equal benefits 
with men from economic 

development projects.
 

These hypotheses will be 
rigorously tested with 

a national data base that
 

has already been generated 
for Sierra Leone.
 

Source of Data
 

The major source of data 
for this analysis will 

be derived from de-


Five

tailed micro level surveys 
already undertaken in Sierra 

Leone.-


s
-ehol d were interviewed twice weekly 
over
 

hundred randomly chosen 
rural hou
 

fifteen months in 1974/75 
to provide information on 

(a) production rela

tions including both farm 
and non-farm enterprises, 

(b) consumption
 

differentiated by farm, 
rural non-farm, urban and 

imported origins and sav

ings, (c) investment and 
sources of credit, (d) 

fertility, migration and
 

The rural house

education, and (e) changes 
over time in farming systems. 


hold sample is differentiated 
by resource base and production 

systems and
 

In addition a group of 150 
fish

further differentiated by 
technology. 


ing households were included.
 

In the urban areas, differentiated 
by size categories, about 

250 small
 

scale industrial farms were 
similarly surveyed and 800 

migrants from rural
 

-.Survey undertaken as 
part of the African Rural 

Employment Research
 

Project financed by AID/csd 
3625, Rockefeller Foundation, 

Population Coun

cil of New York and Foreign 
Area Fellowship program.
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households were traced into urban areas 
and their job opportunities and
 

incomes recorded.
 

A unique feature of the above surveys 
is that the labor input in all
 

activities including food crop processing 
was broken down by sex and age.
 

This provides national quantitative information 
on female labor which is
 

Since the data were collected
 
not available for any other African country. 


by continuous interviewing, it also contains 
details on seasonality of food
 

The migration survey ascertained who
 processing not usually available. 


made the decision to migrate but the other 
surveys mentioned above did not
 

specifically determine who made other 
household production and consumption
 

Therefore, it will be necessary to administer 
a one
 

decisions. 


contact questionnaire to a sample of rural and urban households 
in order
 

to quantify the role women play in household 
decision making.
 

It is planned that this survey will be 
conducted over a four week
 

period during the summer of 1976 in cooperation 
with the Department of
 

Agricultural Economics, Njala University 
College, University of Sierra
 

A sub-sample of the 500 rural households 
interviewed in 1974 will
 

Leone. 


Also a sample of urban households will 
be
 

be re-interviewed in 1976. 


interviewed to obtain information on female 
participation in household
 

A
 
decision making, women's work and wages 

earned in the modern sector. 


short questionnaire will be administered 
to large scale industrial firms
 

and government departments to determine 
the proportion of female labor em

ployed, wages paid and attitudes to future 
employment of women.
 

To supplement the Sierra Leone data secondary 
macro information will
 

man
be collected on women's work in other West 

African countries, e.g., 


power surveys, population censuses and other 
special labor surveys con
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These data will provide a framework for
ducted over the past ten years. 


making cross country comparisons and building on the detailed micro 
data
 

available only for Sierra Leone.
 

Relationship to Previous Research
 

This research builds upon the data base generated by the African
 

In that project detailed
Employment Research Network (AID/csd 3625). 


micro-data were collected in rural areas to describe and analyse factors
 

One of the specific obaffecting rural employment in Tropical Africa. 


jectives of project AID/csd 3625 was to use the data base to design and
 

test methodologies for "incorporating the employment component into pro

ject, sub-sector and sector analysis" [African Rural Employment Working
 

Paper No. 1, page 4, May 1974]. The present proposal uses these same data
 

sets to analyse the participation of women in the economic development pro

cess in conjunction with additional data to be generated in Sierra Leone
 

in the summer of 1976 on the dynamics of female participation in household
 

examination
decision making, their role in the modern sector as well as 


of policies and programs which will enhance their participation in and
 

benefit from economic development programs.
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Proposed Budget
 

The Dynamics of Female Participation in the Economic Development
 
Process in West Africa 

Category 1976/77 

Salaries and wages $ 11,000 

Overhead at 64% (on-campus) 7,040 

Consultant fees 400 

Travel and per diem 2,700 

Field survey costs in Sierra 
Leone 1,000 

Data processing 1,500 

Publications 1,000 

Other direct costs 300 

Total $ 24,940 
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