
f>O-- ;h") (/__ Ylf 

o(( () 'I'J I
 
- "I (, ( { I 1rJ . 

AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOLARS COUNCIL, INC. 

SEMI-ANNU AL REPOR'l' '1'0 US/AID 

JULY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 1977 

S1.lbmitted by: 

Constance B. Hilliard, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

\
 



I. INTRODUCrrlON 

During the six month period represented by this 

report, the African Amcl'lcan Scholars Council (AASC) has 

inclinetl a rna,j or portion of i ti3 efforts toward program 

de velopIllen t . 1'he convening 0 r two s 19ni f1 can t work:Lng 

conferences, one r01ating to the status of \'lornen under 

developmental circumstances of planned and unplanned 

change; and the other inv8::>tigated development preroga

tives in Southern Afr:c8., testify to this jmpetus. 

The on-going research grants program has also 

proceeded with a higher degree of monitoring than ever 

be fore. 1'his 0 ffi ce has ins ti t uted a proceclu~'e 0 r 

following up on interim reports and guaging research 

efforts to ~nsure that they meet all requirements of 

applied rather than theoretic~l objectives. 

In order to build a solid constituency, AASC 

has also expanded its communications function, through 

increasing circ ulati on 0 f the ncwf,lc t te r, at tendance 0 f 

staff and Board at various developmental meetings and 

the staging of sessions with various African officials 

to discuss areas of developmental research needs in 

their respective countries. 

'l'he ililpetuL; for growth and stabilization of 

AASC has presently reflected in the recruitment for 

additional Board members and the construction of a 

mechanism for obtaining constituent support for the 



organization. The results of these measures augur
 

promising effect for the not too distant future.
 

II. AID/i\FH 800 COW1'Rf\CT 

A. Hosem'ch (iran ts Program 

Three new research grants have been awarded 

during this period. Mr. Kofl S. Amuti, a 

Ghanian specialist in agricUltural science has 

ini ti atecl a pr'oj ec t en titled: "Irnpro vemen t 0 l' 

the Bambarra Groundnut (Voandzeia Subterranea 

L. 'l'houars) and Geocarpa Grounclnut (l\erstingella
 

Geocarpa) Seedf; in 'l'ropical Africa". Mr.
 

Amuti is affiliated with bhe University of
 

Ghana, Department of Crop Science. Secondly)
 

a Nigerian geography specialist, Mr. Maurice
 

O. Ebong, from the University of Michigan,
 

Department of Geography, ha::; begun a study
 

entitled, "Policy Implications of Hu.cal-lJrban
 

Migra.tion " 'rhe Relative Effects of Housing".
 

F'inally, Ms. Huvimbo M. Mabeza, an economist
 

has embarked on a research effort entitled,
 

"The Impact of Commercial f\groiculture on
 

Homen in Rural f\reas of' Zambia". rib. ~labeza,
 

of Zimb abwe, 1s af 1'i lia ted wi til Cl m'l< Uni versi ty
 

in Horcester Masoachusetts.
 



B. Program Development 

1. African Women and Societal Cr'ises: 

Implications for Development Planning 

--This workin~ c0nference was convened 

c.... TJ 0R ton University on September 15
18, 1977. The theme of the f5ession was 

to delineate a program which could 

relate tCJ the vacuum :in present j~velop

ment strategies involving the impac~ 

of planned and unplanned change on w~men 

in Africa. The African collaborative 

institutions working on thio pr'oject 

include: University of Ghana, Ameri

can University in Cajro (Er:;ypt), and the 

University of Dakar (Senegal), University 

of Niamey (Niger), and the University of 

Nigeria at Nsukka. Far'ticipants in the 

conference included: Dr. Adelaide C. 

GuJ1iver, Prof. Kar'en Fields, Dr. Pearl 

Robinson, "ofessor Carla Simmons, Prof. 

Dianne Painter, Prof. Moniquc Garriety, 

Dr. Saneya Saleh, Prof. Pearl Joncs

Quartey, Prof. Ousmane Silla, Dr. Kamene 

Okonjo, and Dr. Fatou Shoh Diegne. The 

conference proceedings have been sent to 

all par ti cipnn ts fo r feedback. ~.'he 

final documont shall therefore be avail

able shortly. 



2.	 Southern Africa: Development Programming 

Strategies: 

--'r'hc> African American SchoJ8.rd Council 

has 1011e; been aware of trle paucity of 

sufficient data and analyses on develop

ment in tlle Southern 1\f1':i. ca rq;ion. In 

1976, 1\M)C fwugh t a specific approach to 

thi s cliloTTUllG. and undertook an elgh t-month 

long study. 'rhls pro,j ec t waf, a pre1imin

ary as~wssment of anticipated manpower 

needs in Southern Africa. The final 

document did successfully provide an 

insight to the Southern AfY'ican transition 

and development problems, as well as made 

the situation more comprehensible to 

variom; publics. SeconcJly, it identified 

data sources which would be more useful 

for indepth research in the future. 

--This effort was an initial assessment, 

which made no presumption toward b0tng 

the definitive study on Southern Africa 

development. The research activity 

(which included the compila.tion at twenty

six occasional pape1':3 and three inter'1m 

reports; the establishrllont of a Southern 

1\frica baseline data Library and infor

mat:ion f:Jystem) did f.dgnificantly br'oacJcn 

the capabil:i ty of tho 1\1'r1(;an American 

Scholars Counc:il (A1\~)C) to lmc1cl'take and 

coordinate substantive forms or Southern 

Africa development research. 
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--In order to insure that any new 

Southern Africa Development analysis 

effort would be of consequent:ul pro

portions to future development planners 

and policy makers, AASC convened a 

three-day working conference, "Southern 

Africa : Research Cor Development" 

(December 20 ll, 19T7). Participation 

included approximately sixty Southern 

African specialists, predominantly 

nationals of the region. '.1'ho purro~e 

of the ~;esslons wa~; Lo call togetll'2r 

eminent specialists frem all political 

persuasions, who could disucss (in an 

atmosphere of mutual respect and pro

fessional concern) the most pertinent 

issues for future development research 

in that reelon. '1'l1erefo1'e, the delin

eation of research priorities evolved 

from the sessions of worlcing commi 'ctees, 

designated for tl1e following dis~iplines: 

Education, lIealth Sciencer5, J[uman J1G

source Development, PubLic Administration/ 

Manar;ement, Rural Development, lJrban.ization, 

and tile Hole of Women. 'rhe actual dir

ections for Southern Africa applied 

research was developed by these working 

committees; and such guidelines will con

~;titute the focm: of this pT'or,ram; and 

subsequently provide a rralllc~\'lork for 

competent persom:; to support and partici

pate in this research effort. 



AASC is enl3agcd in a research project aimed at 

investigat:in[!, the adapt:Lvc Incchard~m~; of ::ialwl:Lan popu

lations affected by the clroue:ht. At prc~)ent, CincHngs 

of the Amel'icCln and AC1'icCln l'csearchcr::: arc: beinfl: 

collated into the l'inaL clocu::.cnt. 'rile principcL \'lark 

has been completed in ;3cncf.';J.l ane! Upper Volta. '1'110 

last rema~nint: r'CS(:,H'cl1 :3 Ltc, lHgcr ~;hall be completed 

ovor the next scvc::ral montl1:3. Affiliated \'l.Lth Chis 

project aJ.'(; tile fo110'll1ng African institutions: Centre 

Nigerien de l\ecllercl1c~1 en Sc:i.ences lIumaine (CNESll), 

Niamey, Nigel'; :30ciete c.i'Amenac;crnent et d'Exploitation 

des Terres du Delta (SAED) du Fleuve, Senegal; Ecole 

NationaJe cl'l';conomic Applique (ENEA); Societe de 

DevclopeIllent ot de Vlllgar:Lsation Ae;l':i.colo (SODEVA), 

Dakar, ;)etlcga1; and Centro Vol taiquc de :La Hccherches 

ScienU.f:iquc (CVH;.:i), Oual3adougou, Upper Volta. 

IV.	 AID/A~R 1272 (Tropical Disease Conference) 

A working conferonce on ~()J£l'al.!!.!~lat.i.c ancl Hesearch 

Africa wa:) convl~ncd :i.n flpr'LL, 1977. 'l'h:ir: ccmf'Cl'(:JlCC
 

brought together i.ntC'l'natlonaJ. r;pec.i.ali.:3tfl tu tlir)cu~js
 

three cl(~b:L1:itat:i.ng el1 d(:111:lC cliElcar:Jo::;: OnchoceJ'c:i.a:J:is,
 

5histosomi.asis ancl 'rrypansosmias:l;j. The prO[;l'Cllllll1ing
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priorities and strategies that were identified by the 

participants were collated in draft form and proocecdings 

were distributed to participants for feedback. 'rhe final 

report includes the conference presentation papors, the 

Background papers and the syntncsized proccecLLngfj. 

V. ft'UNDHAlS HIG Aim AA:3C BOARD OF D1 HEC'l'OH~3 r'lEE'r1NG 

During the six yeal't, in wl1ich AM3C vias pri v:ileged 

to have received core support from AID, the or~anlzation 

has been able to develop a level of professional capabil

ity in the African development area, "lhlch makes our 

services unique. As Executive Director, I have thorefore 

made every attempt to relate the special quaLities of 

this or'ganization to the runclinf~ prerequisites of pd.

va to foun ch t iom" indi viduals and so forth. l311. t th:i. s 

tasl< has required that I 03tab11;-;11 netwoJ'k:J, line;. of 

contacts and confidence in the organlzatJon which had 

not e x1s ted Iv:: ret 0 l'0 t' e . For t h i. fj reason, t h (: r' e suI t s 

to date hav:; been rneace]~, but f\M3C has received funding 

promises which [';ive rational cause for optimism. 

The prooblems confronting AASC in maiLing the 

t ransit ion fro rn pub J. i c to 11 r i vat e 1.' un dill g :L f, not u 11 i CJ u(' , 

as many l3.1'gep ol'[sanization::j which may have l'(~cc:i.ved 

major AID support would be faced with an analogous 



crisis of transition. For·tunately for 1\1\::;C, the IH'oblem 

is one of time, r'ather than structure. 'rhe const:Ltuency 

of the organization haf3 ba::.>icalJ.y been ide11t:Lfied and 

likewise lrave begun to rccosnize the contribution of 

this organization :Ln the fJeld. All that :h~ rp.quired 

now is s uf LL e :Len t LLmo 10 allO\\1 tile me ellanislIls wh:L eh 

have now been [Jet in mot:Loll to begin bear:Lng fl'u.l t. 

1\t the meet:Lng or the 1\f,.'3C I3oar·<J of Director's, 

held <Tanuary 6-7, 1978, the' primQI'Y concccn \'Jo.s c;:Lven 

to the fundinc base of the organizat:Lon. 'J'he Board 

has there fo rc f; cen that tllO fo 110wi 11 g in J t i at i v os be 

further implemonted rer£arding the financial 1'utur'e of 

the organization: 

1. :;;25,000 grant 1'rom tho Ford Poundation for
 

publication 0 f research Lind.i.ntiS of approxi


mate ly 10 scholars who undo rtool{ de vc lop men t


related field rCf,earcl1 :in Afr:Lca durin£; the
 

yea r r; 19 'T 1- '( G•
 

2. AM;C har; de vc lop ed a p ronOfi a.L fa r n. ::;0 uthern
 

1\fr1 ea Dc ve loprncn t App lied Hesc~ll'ch Pro[~ram,
 

which was :3ubm:itted to the Ford Founc1o.1.:..ion in
 

January, 19'((3, to the of'fice or ~11'. \'J:Llliarn
 

Carrn:ichacl, [V]:i.ddlc l~a[:\t and 1\fl'.ica Prol.r,raIll.
 

A docis:Lon h, pendir'g and wLL] not be! rcacher:!
 

unt.Ll the FOulldat:iGll lla:.\ [;oll(Jif'icd .it:; Ovlll
 

pO:3ition on the l'C[r,iOll by early [;UfIllrlC;l'.
 

3. 1\ d l' a .c L p l' 0 P0 sal i'Ja f; a:l ;:i 0 fj \J b III :L t t e cl tot h e
 

Pord FOllndaU.on 1'01' 3. women-in-development pro

ject entiLlecl: "Africn.n It/omell and :.~oc:ictal
 

Crises : Impl:i.eations for ]Jcvclopment Planning".
 



The draft was declined, but the Foundation has 

offered to roconsidcr' the propof;aJ. which is 

presently bein~ revised. 

4. rl'he Hockefol1cr Foundation decLined an 

AASC propo~',al 11(;[~QI'(lint~ "SouLllcr"l Africa 

Appl:i.ed !\esCarCll (;rants Program", but ha~3 

expreGf;cd .i.ntcI'C'~;L in [I ~)1lIal1C'r Dl'Oj ect. 

A possible IJl.'ojoct Oil AJ'l'o-Americam; nnd 

African j;:conomic P()l:LC~T Hcsea.rch \l/il1 be 

cow;iclcr'cd by the Foundation I s Ad hoc 

COlTunittee on ~joutheJ'n 1\('r'Lcn. 

5. COllllllunic:ltion:; have: Leon c~;talJ1:Lshed with 

F'und and oLher' f'oundat:Lons with international 

con ce rnf" :; 0 th at fa vorab 10 con;; i df~ra Llon rnigh t 

be gi ven to flJ t ure AASC p r'opo~; aIG . 

6. AM:;C J.:; devc:loping a po:;Ler or African 

and American profc~~;ionalf) WllO havt~ cvineed an 

interest in 3upporting Lile ol'ganizat.i.on through 

dues or :;poll~;or~3hip. T11h; I'undl'alsinc; carnpi.:dgn 

wi 11 b c un dcrt a ken 0 nan ann u alb a G i~; \1/ :U 1 \) 0 

instituted .in the ~;pr1Ilg 1'(8. 

7 . T 11 e AIIIb a f-j ::; ado r 0 f' l\ c: ny a tot h e U.:3. 1l8. f) 

C1grocd to act .'l:3 elt<:LLrpc:>l":jon to coordinate a 

fundru.i:dllfJ: act1vity \I/Iricll would C'ILLi :;1:. tilt; 

support 0 [' Lho J\Cl'lean cIll])a~;sJc:; ill Itln:;h:i.ngton, 

D. C. ;;UCI1 a program 1:.; bc:i.ng plQllllec1 Cor .TUIlC, 

1978, witn Q pO~;8:Lbl( plan ['01' an annual cv<:nt. 

8. '1'lle 'vIOl'ld Council of' eIlUl'chef..; )1(1:; (};~I)T'c:_):'Yccl 

some intcrc:.;t in it tecllnical Pl'OC:I':)lll dc·v(:.!opcd 

by J\J\SC in the Soutllcrn A('l'i ca l'(~g:i.Cln anel ~;hull 

be giving tllis project funcJil1L com;idcratioll. 

f'\\1\ 
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9. 1'he Coal1tJon 1'or Ilum:ln Needs, J':xecuti ve
 

Council of the Ep:i;jcopaJ Church j;3 fn'cselltly
 

considering an f\f\;;C pr'opo;jal 1'01' :l11 f\c]vL.;ot'y
 

Counsel] Lng J't'Ot~t';lfn Ol} !\Crica COl' !\lllcrJcan~;
 

intercsted in !·;jtabJi.;)}J ill)'; pr'oJ'c;;:j:ion:.ll
 

contact.:; 1'1 itl} Llle cCJnLi.II\'IIt.
 

1a. 1. n d 1v :i. d II a L::; \'l 1 Lh t:i C :3 tot. h C' b u:.; 1n C S ::i and 

pri vat c Co unda t i. on C OJlllOlltll t:i C:j arc be :i. n C nomi n

ated ['or f\f\:~;C Board or Director rncrnb(:l'~;lli.p, 

which wjl.t i2:reatly :.uj:-;L:;L the 01'gan1;~:1.tion Ll 

funding eer·ort:..... New Board lIlt.:JIlbCl';j I'll L1 be 

announced at the 8pr':Lng lTIcctLnf,. 


