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I. INTRODUCTION

During the six month period represented by this
report, the African Amcirican Scholars Council (AASC) has
inclined a major portion of its efforts toward program
development. The convening of two signiflicant working
conferences, one relating to the status of women under
developmental circumstances of planned and unplanned
change; and the other investigated development preroga-
tives in Southern Africa, testily to this impetus.

The on-goling research grants program has also
proceeded with a hipgher degree of monitoring than ever
before. This office has instituted a procedure of
following up on interim reports and guaging research
efforts to cnsure that they meet all requirements ol
applied rather than theoreticol objectives.

In order to build a solid constituency, AASC
has also expanded its communications ({unction, through
increasing circulation of the newsletter, attendance of
staff and Board at various developmental meetings and
the staping of sessions with various African officials
to discuss areas of developmental research needs in
their respective countries.

The impetus for growth and stabiligzation of
AASC has presently reflected in the recruitment for
additional Board members and the construction of a

mechanism for obtaining constituent support for the



organization. The results of these measures augur

promising effect for the not too distant future.

IT.

ALD/AFR 800 CONTRACT

A. Research Grants Program

Three new research grants have been awarded
during this period. Mr. Kofli S. Amuti, a
Ghanian specialist in agricultural science has
initiated a project entitled: "Improvement of
the Bambarra Groundnut (Voandzeia Subterranea
L. Thouars) and Geocarpa Groundnut (Kerstingella
Geocarpa) Seeds in Tropical Africa". Mr.
Amuti is affiliated with the University of
Ghana, Department of Crop Science. Secondly,
a Nigerian geography specialist, Mr. Maurice
0. Ebong, from the University of Michigan,
Department of Geography, has begun a study
entitled, "Policy ITmplications of Rural-Urban
Migration " The Relative Effects of Housing'".
Finally, Ms. Ruvimbo M. Mabeza, an economist
has embarked on a research el fort entitled,
"The Impact of Commercial Agriculture on
Women in Rural Areas of Zambia". Mg. Mabeza,
of Zimbabwe, 1s aflfliliated with Clark University

in Worcester Massachusetts.



B. Program Development

1.

African Women and Societal Crises:

Implications for Development Planning

--This working conference was convened

& "nston University on September 15-
18, 1977. 'The theme of the scssion was
to delineate a program which could
relate to the vacuum in present develop-
ment strateglies involving the impach

of planned and unplanned change on women
in Africa. The African collaborative
institutions working on this project
include: University of Ghana, Ameri-
can University in Cairo (LEgypt), and the
University of Dakar (Senegal), University
of Niamey (Niger), and the University of
Nigeria at Nsukka. PFarticlipants in the
conference included: Dr. Adelaide C.
Gulliver, Prof. Karen I'ields, Dr. Pearl
Robinson, ~ofessor Carla Simmons, Prof.
Dianne Painter, Prof. Monique Garriety,
Dr. Saneya Saleh, Prof. Pearl Jones-
Quartey, Prof. Ousmane Silla, Dr. Kamene
Okonjo, and Dr. Fatou Shoh Diegne. The
conference proceedings have becen sent to
all participants for feedback. The
final document shall therefore be availl-

able shortly.



Southern Africa: Development Programning

Strategies:

-=The African American Scholard Council
has long been aware of the paucity ofl
suflficient data and analyses on develop-
ment in the Southern Africa regilon. 1In
1976, AASC sought a specific approach to
this dilemma and undertook an eight-month
long study. 'This project was a prelimin-
ary assessment of anticipated manpower
needs in Southern Africa. 'The final
document did successfully provide an
insight to the Southern African transition
and development problems, as well as made
the situation more comprehensible to
various publics. Secondly, 1t ildentifiled
data scources which would be more useful
for indepth research in the future.
—--This effort was an initial assessment,
which made no presumption toward being
the deflfinitive study on Southern Africa
development. The resecarch activity
(which included the compilation ot twenty-
six occasional papers and three interim
reports; the establishment of a Southern
Africa baseline data library and infor-
mation system) did significantly broaden
the capability of the African American
Scholars Council (AA3C) to undertake and
coordinate substantive forms of Southern

Africa development research.

L.



--In order to insure that any new
Southern Africa Development analysis
eflfort would be of consequential pro-
portions to [uture development planners
and policy makers, AASC convened a
three-day working conference, "3outhern
Africa : Research for Development"
(December 204, 1977). Participation
included approximately sixty Southern
African specialists, predominantly
nationals of the region. The purpos

of the sessions was Lo call together
eminent specialists frcom all political
persuasions, who could disucss (in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and pro-
fessional concern) the most pertinent
issues [lor future development research

in that region. Therefore, the delin-
eation ofl research priorities evolved
from the sescions of working committecs,
designated for the [lollowing dis-~iplines:
iducation, llealth Sciences, Human Re-
source Development, Public Administration/
Management, Rural Development, Urbanization,
and the Role of Women. The actual dir-
ections for Southern Africa applied
research was developed by these working
committees; and such guidelines will con-
stitute the focug of this program; and
subsequently provide a framework for
competent persons to support and partici-

pate in this research effort.



III. AID/AFR 1162 (Sahcl Project)

AASC is engaged in a research project aimed at
investigating the adaptive mechanisms of Sahelian popu-
lations affected by Che drought. At present, (indings
of the American and Alrican researchers arce being
collated into the (inal docuent. The principa. work
has been completed in Senegal and Upper Volta. 'The
last remaining rescarch site, Niger shall be completed
over the next several months. Affiliated with this
project are the following African institutions: Centre
Nigerien de Recherches en Sciences Humaine (CNRSIH),
Niamey, Niger; Soclete d'Amenagement et d'Exploitation
des Terres du Delta (SAED) du IMleuve, Senegal; Lcole
Nationale d'lsconomic Applique (IENEA); Societe de
Developement et de Vulgarisation Agricole (SODEVA),
Dakar, Senegal; and Centre Voltaique de la Recherches

Scientifique (CVR3), Ouapadougou, Upper Volta.

V. ALD/AIFR 1272 (Tropical Disecase Conlerence)

A working confercence on Programmatic and Research

Strategy for the Control ol Major Endemic Discases in

Africa was convened in April, 1977. 'This confercnce
brought together international specialists Lo discuss

three debilitating endemic diseasces: Onchocerciasis,

Bhistosomiasis and Trypansosmiasis. The programming

-



priorities and strategies that were identified by the
participants were collated in draft form and proceedings
were distributed to participants for fecdback. 'The final
report includes the conference presentation papers, the

Background papers and the synthesizned procecedings.

V. FUNDRALSTING AND AASC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MELETING

During the six years in which AASC was privileged
to have reccived core support from AID, the orpganization
has been able to develop a level of professional capabil-
ity in the African development area, which makes our
services unique. As lxecutive Dircctor, I have therefore
made cecvery attempt to relate the special qualities of
this organization to the funding prerequisites of pri-
vate foun dations, individuals and so forth. But this
task has required that I establish networks, lines of
contacts and conflidence in the crganization which had
not existed heretofore. Yor this reason, the results
to date have been meager, but AASC has received funding
promises which give rational cause for optimism.

The problems confronting AASC in making the
transition from public to private funding is not unique,
as many larger organizations which may have received

major AID support would be faced with an analogous



crisis of transition. TPFortunately flor AASC, the problem
is one of time, rathcr than structure. The constituency
of the organization has basically been ildentified and
likewise have begun to rccorgnize the contribution of
this organization in the {ield. All that is required
now is sufficient time to allow the mechanisms which
have now been set in mobtion to begin bearing fCruit.
At the meeting of the AASC Board of Directors,
held January 6-7, 1978, thc primary concern was given
to the funding basc of the organization. 'The Board
has therelfore seen that the following initiatives be
further implemented regarding the linancial {uture of
the organization:
1. $25,000 grant [rom the Pord IFfoundation for
publication of rescarch rindings ol approxi-
mately 10 scholars who undertook development-
related [leld research in Africa during the
years 1971-76.
2. AASC has developed a provosal for a Southern
Africa Development Applied Reoearch Program,
which was submitted to the PFord Foundation in
January, 1979, to the office of Mr., William
Carmichael, Middle BBast and Africa Propgram.
A decision is pendirg and will not be reached
until the PFoundation has solidiflied its own
position on the region by carly summer.
3. A draft proposal was also submiited to the
Ford Foundation for a women-in-development pro-
ject entitled: "African Women and Socictal

Crises : Implications for Development Planning".




The draft was declined, but the Foundation has
offered to reconsider the proposal which is
presently being revised.

., The Rockefeller Foundation declined an
AASC propocal regarding "Southiern Africa
Applied Research Grants Program’", but has
expressed interest in a smaller vroject.

A possible project on Afro-Americans and
African Feconomic Policy Research will be
considercd by the Foundation's Ad hoc
Committce on Southern Aflrica.

5. Communications have been catabllished with
the Carnemie Corporation, hockelcit.or
Fund and other foundations with international
concerns, 50 that lfavorable consideration might
be given to [future AASC proposals.

6. AASC is developing a roster ol African

and American profecgionals who have cvinced an
Interest in supporting Lhe organization through
dues or sponsorship.  This fundraising campaign
will be undertaken on an annual basis will he
instituted iIn the spring '76.

7. 'The Ambassador of Kenya to the U.5. has
agrecd to act as chairperson to coordinate a
fundralilsing activity which would enlist the
support of the African cmbassics in Washington,
D.C. Such a program is being planned for June,
1978, with a possible plan lfor an annual cvent.
8. The World Council of Churches has cxpressed
some interest in a technical program developed
by AASC in the Southern Africa repgion and shall

be giving this project funding, consideration.
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9. The Coalition for Human Needs, Execcutive
Council of the Episcopal Church i1s presently
considering an AASC proposal for an Advicory
Counseclling Program on Africa for Amcricans
interested In cstabllishing professional
contacts witn the continent.

10. Individuals with tics to the business and
private foundation commumitics are being nomin-
ated for AANSC Board of Divector membership,
which will sreatly asslst the organization in
funding et forts.  New Board muembers will be

announced at the Spring mecting.



