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MALI TRIP REPORT
 

March 13, 1984 - March 27, 1984 

1.	 INTSORMIL 

Dr. A. B. Onken, Texas A&r~ UniversitY,·loc.ated at Lubbock, \'/ho serves as 
INTSORmL t1ali Country Coordinator, and Dr. Glen J. Vollmar, Interim 
Program Director, INTSORMIL ME. 

2.	 TROPSOILS 

Also in Mali during this time period were: Dr. Charles McCants, Director 
of TROPSOILS CRSP and Dr. Frank Calhoun, Texas A&M University, TROPSOILS 
scientist. Drs. McCants and Calhoun were also involved with research 
planning and collaborative research agreement discussions. 

3.	 PURPOSE OF TRIP 

a)	 Discuss and plan joint sorghum/millet CRSP and TROPSOILS research 
with Malian administrators, government officials and scientists and 
with the USAID/Mali Mission staff. 

b)	 Finalize negotiations and sign a joint INTSORr~IL-TROPSOILS-Government 
of Mali collaborative research agreement. 

4.	 SCHEDULE AND ACTIVITIES OF DRS. ONKEN AND VOLLMAR 

13 March	 12:57 p.m. to 14 March at 2:30 p.m. - enroute to Paris. (Onken) 

15 March	 11 :30 a.m. to 4:10 p.m. - enroute Paris to Bamako, Mali. (Onken) 

16 March	 Dr. Oumar Niangado, Institute of Rural Economy (IER) coordi
nator for collaborative research with INTSORMIL, t~an3ported 

me to a meeting with Mr. Dolo, Director of the Sotuba Experi
ment Station. This meeting \'/as to inform him of my arrival, 
the time table for Vollmar, McCants and Calhoun, and to review 
the purpose of our trip. Subsequently had meetings with Dr. 
John Scheuring, ICRISAT/Mali at Sotuba, and with Mr. Rollo 
Ehrich, ADO and Ms. Rebecca Niec, USAID/Mali at the USAID/ 
Mission Office for the same purpose. (Onken) 

17 March	 Discussions '.'/ith Dr. Oumar Niangado relative to research
 
review meeting of IER and INTSORmL protocol. (Onken)
 
(Vollma r enrou te)
 

18 ~1arch	 Meetings wittl Dr. John Scheuring of ICRISAT/Mali and Mr. John 
Buursink of the PIRT Land Use Inventory Project. Discussed 
INTSORMIL Protocol and cropping systems and soils inventories 
in ~1al i. (Onken) 



19 March	 Meeting at Sotuba Experiment Station with Dr. Niangado, Mr. 
Mamadou Simpara of ORA and Mr. Barrada of IAEA, Cairo, 
Egypt. Discussed TROPSOILS work plan, equipment purchase
and budget. (Onken) (Vollmar arrived Bamako) 

20 March	 Meeting with Dr. Fatagoma Traore to discuss signing of Conven
tion. Attended IER Research Review meeting. Meeting with 
Dr. Rollu Ehrich (ADO) and Ms. Rebeca Niec (Assistant ADO)
to discuss signing of Convention. Meeting with Mr. George
Jenkins, Controller USAID/Mali to discuss accounting procedures 
and tr~~sfer of funds. Dinner with Pierre Rosseau, IFDC. 
(Vollmar and Onken) 

21 ~k	 Meetings with Mr. David Wilson, USAID/Mali Mission Director 
and Dr. Rollo Ehrich to discuss Convention and research 
Protocols. Meeting ~ith Dr. Fatagoma Traore to finalize 
provisions of the Convention. (Vollmar and Onken) 

22 March	 Meeting with Mr. Diallo, Secretary General of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation, Foreign Ministry, Republic of 
Mali, who signed Convention along with Dr. Vollmar, INTSORMIL, 
and Dr. McCants, TROPSOILS. (Vollmar and Onken) (Vollmar 
dEparted Mali 12:00 midnight). 

23 March	 Meeting with Pierre Rosseau, IFDC/Mali. Discussed research 
conducted by IFOC with rock phosphate. (Onken) (Vollmar
enroute to Lincoln) 

24 March	 Discussions with Niangado concerning INTSORMIL-IER collaboration. 
(Onken) 

25 Narch	 Collected soil samples at Cinzane Experiment Station. (Onken) 

26 March	 Discussions at Sotuba with Drs. Niangado, Scheuring and Mr. 
Simpara relative to collaborative research effort and budgets.
Conferred with USAID training officer relative to graduate
studies in U.S. by Bassarou Keita, pedologist with the IER. 
(Onken) 

27 ~1arch	 2:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - enroute from Bamako to Lubbock, TX. 
(Onken) 

). RESULTS OF TRIP 

The research planning meetings were meaningful and the research agreement 
(Convention) was signed. This is a first ill that two CRSPS are cooperating
with a host country in research directed at sorghum/millet production and 
utilization and soils prublems. The next task is to work out an effective 
mechanism to move pass through funds for on-site research. 

The Malians, scientists and adminlstrators are eager to begin a collaborative 
research effort. The Director General of IER made it clear that they
appreciate the benefits of having INTSORMIL and TROrSOILS linked in research 
and training efforts. There is every indication that training in U.S. 
Universities, instead of those in France or Russia, is rapidly gaining 
strong support at all levels in the Malian government. 
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Glaring problems that will need to be addressed in the very near future 
are the credibility and usc of the IER soil testing laboratory at Sotuba. 
A large number of years of research with crops, irrigation, cropping 
systems, and fertilizers has much less meaning (in some cases, none) due 
to a lack of soil chemical characterization. If agronomic data are going 
to be interpreted correctly and be of value, it is absolutely essential 
that the chemical characteristics of the soil be defined. At the request 
of IER, INTSORt·lIL evaluated this laboratory in 1982 and submitted a report. 
Some of the suggestions have been followed, however, much is to be done. 
Formulating a plan to develop this laboratory to the level needed should 
be a high priority of INTSORMIL, TROPSOILS, ICRISAT, IFDC, and USAID. 

As soon as the administrative details of accounting and fund transfers 
are finalized, the work plans for both INTSORMIL and TROPSOILS will be 
implemented. 

6. TRAVEL 

If one does not reconfirm returning air schedule within 72 hours before 
departing tllali, your name is taken off the manifest. It is most difficult 
to get back on. The same may be true vii th other host countri es:- Our 
advice is to reconfirm departure immediately upon arrival. 

7. NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

Drs. Vollmar and Onken extend thanks to the staff of the USAID/Mali mission 
and particularly Mr. Oumar Dja. Without his scheduling, interpreting, and 
advice it would have been most difficult to accomplish our objectives. Also, 
thanks to the people of Mali and the ICRISAT/AID contract team for their 
help in making this trip productive and enjoyable. 

Enclosure: Enclosed is a copy of the IER/DRA Research Review Program. 
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MARDI 20 MAAS 1984 _ .._.._--
8 H 30 Ouverture 

8H45-9H00 : 

9HOG-10H15: 

WH15-11H45: 

11HI.15-1~;}-lOO Pause 

12HOG-12hL15 

12H45-13H45 

Discussion des resultats 1903 de 1s Cellule Amelioration des Mil-Sorgho-j...1E1~S-i~' 

Cultures Mineurss, 

Expose et discussion des projets de Programmes 1984/85 de 10 Cellule Amelio

ration des Mi1-Sorgho-Ma1s~'Ji6bo-CulturesMineures. 

13H45-14H30 Expose et discussion des resultats 1983 et des projets de programnes 

1e Cellule Amelioration de:s Oleagineux. 

1984/85 d 

MERffiEDI 21 MARS 1984

8H3G- 91..00 :: Expose et discussion des resultats 1983 et des projets de programmes 1984/85 

da la Cellule Amelioration des Riz-81e. 

9H3D-11HOO Expose et discussion des rcsultats 1983 et des projats de prograrrmes 1904/85 

du Centre OMVS de Same at dB 18 Cellule des Essais MultiloCQux. 

11HOD-11H15 Pause 

11H15-12H15 Expose at discussion de~) resultats 1983 at dGS projets de programmes 1984/85 

du Pmjat Conjoint 31-OUA (SAFGRAO) 

12H15-14H30 Expose at discu~,sion des rosultats 1983 et projets de pl-ograrrmos 1984/85 de 

1s Cellule I\gropedologie at du Projet Phosphate de Tilemsi IER/IFDC. 

ContrlJle de'" tacho (Q\JRA~,"* 1982 et crS/1983) i
 
AgrometL'Orologie 'I ~tc.KJ,,,JC'-r:\ ~\1 ~ ~\,~ ~ClA~ l{){Q.. ~Y cl a. 1t •
 

Exposes des resultats 1983 de Ie Cellule Ame11.oration des Mil-Sorgho-Ma1s-Niebe'
 

CuItures Min 8L1l-OS.
 

--------------,-----

CTG* Corrmission Tochniq..Jc Spl'icialisHC:l
 

Q\JnA** Comitu Nntional de 10 R8chorche I\gronomiquo.
 



JaJOI 22 MMS 1984 : ......... .. ..
 
8H30 - 10H30 :	 Expose et discussion des resultnts 1983 at des projets de programme 1984/85 

de la Cellu18 Techniques Culturales et du Projet Agronomi~ Icro:SAT/MAU 

10H30 .• 12H15	 Expose des rcsul tats 1983 de 1[1 Cellule Defense dos Cultures 

12H15 - 12/-130	 Pause 

121-130 - 14H30	 Discussion des resultats et des projets de progronmes 1984/85 do 10 

Cellule Defense des Cultures. 

VENffiEOI 23 ~.Y\-.RS 1984 

8H30 - 1OHOO : Expose et discussion des r8sultnt~·J 1983 et des projets de programmes 1984/05 

du Projet Specinl ADRAO/Mopti. 

101100 _. 10:-130 Questions divorsos. 

3AAIEDI 24 Lif.RS 1984
 

1OHOO : Adoption du rapport de 10 Commission at c18ture.
 


