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Trip Report - Mexico
October 11, 1982 to October 18, 19, 1982

Dr, F.R, Miller and Mr. John Mann

PURPOSE:

The object of this trip was to evaluate sorghum materials previously
sent to Mexico and to discuss progress made on completing the memorandum
of understanding to cooperate. The second objective was to complete initial
plans for the Sorghum Breeding workshop scheduled for April 1983.

RESULTS:

We were met by Dr. Alberto Betancourt, INTA sorghum breeder, at Guadalajéra.
From that point Dr, Billy DeWalt, Mr. John Mann, Dr. Betancourt and I evaluated
sorghum at Ocotlan, Celaya, Zatapec, El Batan and intermediate sites., Most
areas had suffered serious drought conditions during the regular growing secason.
Maize losses were substantial, with estimates of 50 to 60 percent reduction in
yields for the country. Sorghum losses were evident also but estimates were
in the range of 25 to 30 percent reduction. Other crops were evidently reduced
also as were pastures. Sorghum was not nearly as badly hurt as maize even
though planting density was typically very high. Density was well over three
times too high.

At Ocotlap where we observed and evaluated F) crosses, Fp populations, Fjy
through F5 rows we were impressed with the superiority of materials coming from
crosses provided by Texas A&M/INTSORMIL. Parental sources that were providing
superior germplasm were 77CS1, 77CS2, ADN55 (SC0120- x Tx7000), Tx430, TAM428,
76CS478, 76CS490, 74CS5388, Tx623, SC0326-6 and 80CS2241. Excellent foliar
disease resistance, downy mildew resistance and non-senescence was evident
among the several generations planted at Ocotlan,

Materials contained in the Tropical Adaptation Trials at Ocotlan and Celeya
were very good. Combinations with more TA in them were best at Ocotlan, while
the morc TL types were best at Ceilaya. Bacterial strecak was very evident at

Celeya but there were differences among hybrids. ATx623 x ADN55, ATx623 x






very little progress has been made. INIA authorities have diverse opinions
on why or why not to sign the memo. Following a meeting between Dr, Betan-
court, INTA Sub-Directors and me, not much could be progressively reported,.
Following the meeting some progress appeared. This is currently being
pursued. Both Dr. Betancourt and 1 were told by the Sub-Director Medina D.
that we, INTSORMIL and INIA, should proceed to cooperate as much as we could
pending the approval,

Ing. Elias Calles, Sub-Director located at Celaya, appears to have
and understanding of sorghum research needs and what avenues must be explored
to maximize cooperation., He is definitely someone who will benefit Latin

American agriculture by developing international cooperative relationships.



