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LOCATION: Institubo Macional de ~Ta Nutricion in R
Moxice Gity. and #he field site in o+ B
Solisg, . . C . LA

Furpuse; n iny capacity  aq i Principal
Investigator, ko plan and review field
pork and analysis in- the University of
Connecticutd - Mexiceo OGREP un Intake Co
ond Function. LM

Fepsons Contacted: Vivtually 211 143 personnel working on
the project in HMexico. The ma jocity )
of my time was spoent with Dr.  Alfonso CoT A
Mata (Field Coordinaturd, Dy, Adolto oA
Chavez (Principal-Investigator),. Ramon ‘ :
Lira (Data Managon, Mexico) ‘and Ehe
Chiets of Area in the fileld. We alsoy
had viasits fram: . Deo tittany Field
and M, Yoga-l.ahr from the University ©o
uf Plaml:  SJettrey RBackstrand (Deka L . : R
Mamager, Gonnecticudd; and Dra, . ) "
Yarrow, Thompson and  Luyhkx {Tho - ; -
Hiternal Evaluation Fanel  site- ’
visitorea), .
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INTRODUCTICN ' )

In this +#ield ftrip vepart I -will not attempt Lo review i . S
atl areas of progress in PMexico sivice fthese are explainegd in - T
e Annual Report wrilkten and  submibtted by me in Sepiember, e
Lot Rathore, L wild) summarize Ehose areas of work tn owhich .

I oparticopated most intensively.

DESIEN  AND  IMPLEMENTATION OF GQUESTIOMMSIRES, . aMD. DATA

e

White alwmosd altl  of the queskionnaires and data
gullection farms were in place in  late (983 a few changes
and revisions weve implemented during the swamer of 1984,

Une major activity was to completely redesign the cading
fovms For the Pamily and dindividual fopd intalke daka, The
new Forms have several advantages:

L. bhoth hovsehold and key individual data are entered




to
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an the samne PForm saving the need bto enber
identificrs eto. Lwice,

K
T d L,

... all anaeed - for hend-pgaleulations - chas - now  heen
eliminated. A program has bhesn written t€o
caleoulate individual intakes of nutrients {from
household recipes, and to convert cooked foodis to
Taw foods: ebo. This will save much btime, capture
mare information (g.g. 7vecapes). an fthe computer,
antd aveld errors in calculations,

& the proportion of &8 prepared dish eaten at  easch
meEal is cleapriy listed, s that it is now wayy bto
run a visual check on whether e.g. the percoentage .
consumed during spveral meals equals (B84 when the ‘ ?
dish has been entirely consumed. . : “

Addibional activities included the - develapmout and . i
implementation of o "Supplemental Infart Foudsr 'Sf
questionnairs. 1 also supervised the tontinuing study of . LT
Food analysis, and assisted in  the tabulation and analysis
of the daba obbtpined in Mexico. & large number of dried
samples of cooked beans, pice and pasta were brought bhavk to
Connecticut Ffor proximate analyses. Mew Conversion Factars
for  changing coeuked Lo raw  foutds have Dbeen calculabed
bovause we ars now caplbturing recipes on the computer:  any
fubure changes in the Conversion Factors can be egasily
accomodabed.

Peabneals Por supplemenkal studies of Child Care and
Mygiene Practices were developed. Although some ofF these
data are already being collected during the Ackivity and »
Morbidity infterviews, we Peel bhat our velationship with the K
study Families 1s now suflficiently good that we can attempt P
some in-homs  observabions, at least for short sampleos of . . :
simo, These ohwervations, which measure similar behaviars - ;
tu those obseervod in the Kewya study, will bhe starboed in . R
Getabor, : T

DATA MaNABEMENT

Ay deseribed in detail in the Annual Report, the Mexico
progject  has  had  to  change ibs  dota enftry systoem Afrom

reliance on o a freoe, gavernment—run  oeganizatiom (Halud
Publuca, Computer Division) and bhe assistance, of IBM- -
Plesica,  to bthe installation and use of Apple microcompubers
In the field. While most of the new system was in place by
Juve,  a number of problems in data enlry and pragramming
supfaved during the summer, The most serious problems have

hean resolved: although ar THM-PC  would he a very valuable
addilion Lo auw fiptd dota entry facility,
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Most of the data management activities are . described in
the ttrip Teport aof Jeff Backstrand (October. 1984) who spent
from August L4 bto Septomber L in Mexive. Mr, Bachstrand hed
lang discussions wikh Ramon Lira (Data Marmager, Mexicol,
Alfonse Mata and myself, FHe has written a descripbtion of
the current data management system. which is attached to bhis
trip report. I alse spent many deys wifh Mr. Bachkstrand
going Ehreough every questionnaire in the field and reviewing
or designing codes  and forms for data capture. Since Mr,
Vackstrand only stavied with our project in July: Hhis was a
very useful process for all  involved,  including  bFho Area
Chiefs whe naw understand how “Meoding” 1is  done, s,
Backstrand was alse present during the EEP visit and was
gonsulbed several FTimes by the site visitoru,

DATA CORING

& great deal of time was spent on working with the Chiefs
of Avea Lo develop coode~boohks and compuber cdding  forms,
Foy examplia although the various scores for the Psychology
tegtws had been calculated in the fleld:, a final decision had
3tiil Ep be made on which reaw data and scores would aluo be
usefully captured in the coamputer, Atter discussion wibh
L. FField and M. Veya—lLahr during their sibte visit
Followed by several days of assistance hy Joff Backstrand
(UCanm data manager) a final plan was developed forp
Poychology coding. Ae regquesbked by bthe ME the plan wns
presented at the September SCHE meeting.

After examining the data, OGretel Pelto developed codes
For bthe Socio~culbural interviews. I assisted by training
Lthe appropriate Avea Chied ko code these interviews, and by
coding & lavrge number myself. The Activity interview data

were also examined and coded into 144 categories {for data
anbry purpuses.

.

LABORATORY. WORK AND ®MR

Ik has been my responsibility bto purchase the appropriate
tatoratory reagents amd equipment for wse in the . field.
While most equipment hae by mow been imported and inctalled
in  a newly-ronaovated laboratory, additional acquisitions
during the Spring and Summer incloded a micro-plate roeader,
Beckman Metabolic Cart and bicycle ergometer.

With Margarita Mate (head pf the Ffield laboratory) I
reviewed lalberatory protocols, designed analysis procedures,
designed bthe system for laboratory qualiby contrel, and
crdered additional supplies and reagents. Meebings were
held with MHoescht—Mexico, who are offsring to lean us (free
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of charge)
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Admintobrative dulsyes Frtled much ol Ghe summer Theone
included:
o owrth Gretel Melibo. wrilong an exbonvive votpuncn
Lo s accumuidbion of moemas and gueshions which
Aarviwrd Prom Yhe Manapgemendh Botity during June
ii) prapaving a revised vercion of Lhe budged up to
thae eaad i the project
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