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I. PLACES, DATES, AND PURPOSE OF TRAVEL 

At the request of AID/S&T/POP/FPSD, and the USAID Mission/Panama, Mark W. 
Oberle, M.D., M.P.H., traveled to Panama on May 2-3, 1983 to prepare 
contraceptive procurement tables. Travel was performed in accordance with the 
Resource Support Services Agreement (RSSA) between the Office of Population, 
AID/Wand CDC/CHPE/DRH, and was performed in conjunction with temporary duty 
in Peru, Costa Rica, and El Salvador. 

II. PRINCIPAL CONTACT 

A. John Coury, Population Officer, USAID/Panama 

III. CONTRACEPTIVE PROCUREMENT TABLES 

Following the scheduling of my trip, the Panam~nian l~vernment proclaimed the 
day after Labor Day as a day of mourning upon the death of the ex-president de 
la Guardia. As a result, all government offices were closed when I arrived. 
FortUQtely, the MOH had delivered information to USAID on contraceptive 
distribution from the central warehouse to provincial MOH warehouses and 
Social S~curity facilities outside Panama City, (for a detailed description of 
contraceptive logistics system in Panama cee the analysis by Graves anj 
Monteith in the CDC/RSSA trip report dated May 15, 1980). Unfortunately, this 
information did not distinguish between types of orals. However, the 
warehouse inventory and MOH contraceptive request did distinguish between 
regular and low dose formulations, so I was able to complete preliminary 
contraceptive procurement tables, pending receipt of more complete 
distribution information from USAID/Panama. 

For the purpose of this analysis, I assumed that orals distributed in 1982 
reflected real demand, and that half of orals users would require a low dose 
formulat.ion. I also assumed a 3 percent growth rate (sufficient to accommodate 
population increase). For condoms, I also assumed that distribution reflected 
real use, and that growth in demand would be 3 percent. For Copper T's, I 
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• aaum~d that real demand va. tvir.e the actual distributio~ for the following 
reaaonl: (1) documented atoc~outa in aome regions, (2) a poaaible increasing 
populLrity of thi8 new product among clinicians, (3) the MOB'a policy of 
di,couraging 8terilizations among younger va.en, thus increaaing demand for 
IUD'a, and (4) the common practice of replacing Copper T's every three years. 

An i~rtant discrepancy exists between the HOB distribution data on which 
these estimates are based, and estimates from the 1979 contraceptive 
prevalence survey (CPS). When projected onto the 1982 population, CPS data 
auggest that the MOB (and CSS) should be supplying approximately 34,000 oral 
contraceptive u~ero. Even if ve use the lower limit of the confidence 
interval from the 1979 CPS, around 28,000 should be receiving supplies from 
the HOB and Social Security facili~~e.. Bowever, the HOB only di6tributed 
153,600 cycles i.e., 12,000 couple years of protection. There are several 
possible explanations for thi~1 difference: (1) a change in contraceptive use, 
.ethod mix, and/or source of ~ontraception in the intervening years, (2) 
adequate or excessive stocks at peripheral clinics and warehouses resulting in 
limited demand for shipments from the central warehouse, (3) low stock levels 
ot peripheral clinics and varehouses with a failure to request additional 
commodities from the central warehouse, or (4) erroneous distribution 
information from the central warehouse. To evaluate this discrepancy, 
USAID/Panama plans to do the following: (1) verify and obtain additional 
information from the HOB warehouse, (2) analyze the HOB distributor's trip 
reports including inventories recorded at each visit to a MOB provinc~al 

varehouse or peripheral Social Security clinic, and (3) hire a PanamanLan 
consultant to perform a logistics overview of the MOB. 

IV. PANAMA YOUNG ADULT SURVEY 

The HOB is now considering a young adult survey for late 1983. Because of the 
holiday and day of .ourning, I could not meet with MOB officials to discuss 
the survey objectives and questionnaire design. Bowever, CDC consultants are 
available to ~ssist the HOB in these tasks when USAID/Panama and the MOR 
determine that assistance is required. 
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COUUIIlY Panama (MOH only) ( in lhOIlS,lIlltS) - ----- 

-_._-----------_._------------_._------ ._----.- --- - . 
1\. 
I\IInllal Stock RequircIIIP.nt8 

I.	 Women of Reproductive A~e - WRA (See Annex A) 
MOH only 

7.	 IJr~irr.1 anl1l1l1l r:-lJIlOlry contr:lrrptiv.> aV:lilahilifY!II!'lp 
trvpl n!> .... ppret'nf nf WRA 

11. (JriJl!J
 

I, . (;onduml!l
 

J.	 Annllsi cf'IJI1lry "lock rpquirpmpnt to R.iJtiRfy deRirrtl 
cOl1tr"cprliv~ IIvAilebililY!U8P l~vel 

11. ornllt - lint> 1.2.. x linp Al x 11 monthly cydp.!'I
 

I, . CnrlllUIII,. - 1 i liP A2h x I i 11P A1 x 100 P i ~cp,.
 

n. 
1\111111:11 NI'w SliP.. I y From Non-AI" Hi I:lf p,..r t Snnrcp!'l 

I. I'r i v:1l ~ (:un",rrc jill Srr. tor 

n.	 flrals 

h .	 C:ondnRl,. 

;'.	 Olhpr UnnorR 

..... Ornll'! 

11 . C"r"IOInt; 

':. ""!'Il elmnl r y (:nvrr",r.f~nt I'rorurpmrnl 

." Onl Is 

It. Cn",lumr, 

I,.	 -r.il,,1 Nrw!;I'I' .. ly 

tI. 0" ...... (Rln .. n2n .. 81/1) 

I•. •·· .."Inm~ (1\ I h f n7" .. 1411, \ 
*CPS suggests 28-, dotf women are obtaining orals fr P P.) 

-------.---- ---
I qn4--.p911519H2 lq~J 1986 1987 19d1 -- ---- ---- 1--.----- ----- -

436 449 46{· 479 494 509 52/.
------ --

r. r. ,.. % % % % 
*12.1 (2.8 12.4 (2.8) 12.6 (2.7) 13.1 (2/7) 13.5 (2.7) 14.0 (2.8' 14.5(2.1 

_~.!U1~ ~Q (1. 6) 7.3 (1.6) 7.5 (1. 6) 7.8 (1.6) 8.0 (1.6 6.2(1.1 
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Olil-MnR"\pro ·ectrn~-lg79· pattern--on-1983 --
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Pan (MaR)COIINTI(Y: 

C.A....:NIJAK Yf.ARA. 

pun 1(JB4 1 tJH5 198(- 1987 
l. "l!~tnnln~-of-Yellr Stuck 4/5 

a. All) nHllterlil Supply 
b. Other Soun:ea of SUIlIlI y 

36 
102 74 88 91 

2. Atlt.!: Npw Supply 
A. AIIJ Bill.tertll Supply Requt!"ement * 
b. IIIlwr Suurces of Supply 

(Sl'e Mil of Table I) 

f
-f. 

126 _ 
_ 

54*-,---
+----

-1 
-f 

99-
_ 

91 
+-
+----

94
+-----f _ 

1. L('S9: Cuntrol:epf Iv(' AVIlilebt lityiURe 60 82 85 88 91 

Level (St'e A]n uf Tuble 1) (3/4 of Year) 

I,. I-;IItl-ol- Vt'lIr :.. tuck 102 74 88 91 94 

- -.- - -_._-- --_._--- ----_. 

lYlJ3 lYU4 

CAI.ENDAR YI~/\R 
._.~ _._.~ 

1 :hsS 1!hi6 
-,

1981 ~ 
J. Ih..~lnnlnR-uf- Year St.ock·, 4/5 

.1 • 

t,. 
All) 1Illlllcrai SU(l(lly 
Other Suun:ea uf SU!'I)ly 

19.8 
55 85 88 91 

2. !uld : New SU(l(lly 
n. loW "Ilall'rul SIIpply Kt'quJeemenl* 
b. Ut her ~;«;urt'ea of SUI'I) ly 

(See n4b of Tallie 1) 

+ 
of 

96* ,. 
I 

58 
54* -i _.--;8~8;.,-._ ... + 91---+---

94+ ...----
'J. tcAR: Cunt r,we"t 1v(' AvntlAllllfty/Use 

Level (See A:tb o' Table 1) 
60.8 

(3/4 of Year) 

82 85 88 91 

I•• t-:nt.!-uf -YcAr Stut'k 55 85 88 91 94 

. ----_._---- --'-- _. ---- -- --------. -------- -.------- -. --- ---------------_._---~------
* ~jt·t· AllIll!X II luI' All) bllaleral sh11'IIll'nl s (ur 1983 

* Plole already issued. 
+ Additional required late in calendar year 
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TAnu: 2	 .::XIIIIHl' 11 

COIINTI{Y:	 Pan MOR 

A.	 Y.:AR _~~~~_'~l_~_I"y_A_n~Iy'~_18 - .C.o.P.P._~!'__T~_s__lt~9!1_~?J:l~ HIe)	 CA'.1':NIJ" te-----_._--------_. --- ----
PHD lCJB4 11)H5 19R~ 1907 

I. Stock (4/5)	 
8.4 .. ,	 AW BHaterot suP" ly 10.0 12.4 7.2	 7.4 

b.	 C)lhpt" $OUrl"eR ot Supply 

2.	 "lid: Nt'w Supply 
6.0* 9*	 1.8 7.4 7.6 

R.	 AIIJ 811 Btt~ral Supply Rell u 1remcn t * ... -I -I + + 
b.	 Urht't" Suurceo of Supply + + + + + 

(St'e n'.o of Table 1) 
(3/'~ of year) 

4.4 6.6 7.0 7.2	 7.4J.	 1.('99: Cont racept.l v(~ Aval1abtllty/UAe
 
Level (St'e Aln uf 'ruble 1)
 

'I. Elltl-ul- YeRr Stuck 10.0 12.4 7.2 7.4 7.6 

.---_._- --_. --_ .._------------ 
('.AI.ENU"R YEAR------- . ---_. ----- --_._--~, 

19tH 19na1 1~u5 1906 198i \s, 
I.	 Stock (4/5) 

II. A'O IUlAleral Supply 174 731 753 776 799 " 
b, (llhcr Soun:es ur Su••ply 

2.	 Alld: Nt'w Sup•• ly 
n, AIf) h.laleru' SIII'I) 1y Itequlrement* 1089 t- 753 -f 776 799 823+	 + + 
b.	 Olher SlJurces o( SUI)ply -I+	 + + + 

(See ft4b ur Tobie I)
 
(3/4 of year)
 

J.	 I.cAH: CURl rlu:Ppt 1v(' Avallablllty/UHe 532 731 753 776 799 
Level (See AJb uf 'rable 1) 

731 753	 776 799 8234.	 Jo:nll-lJf -Year SLtH'k 
____________.__. __...A.----_.- -------------.--_._- ----- -----_....._-------_._---- . -------- 

* St-'., J\n1ll'X	 H IlIr A I0 bll all·'· ... ~;hll'lIIl·1l1 slue 1983. 

NOTE: Bilateral requirements listed after 1984 because of possible extension of bilateral agreements.
 
*PIO/C has been issued.
 


