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This final report presents:

(1) A summary of the findings in ngronomic

research in Niger between 1976 and 1979.

(2) The objectives for a program in land-

capability studies for Niger,

(3) M example of a method for calculating
the amendments necessary for attaining

optimum agricultural production ir Miger, .

Details for each of the subjects mentioned above can he found in re-

ports, previously submitted to INRAN,
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REVIEW BY

SOIL SPECYALIST

The Soil Specialist was Agronomist at CNRA, Maradi from the In-
ception of the NCP in 1976 until July 1979, when he was transforre:’ 17 the
National Soils Laboratory, wherc he holds the position of Rese-~rch
Soil Scientisi., Some of the more important findings of his research

are listed helow.

I. A nation-wide system for the comparative study of the per-
formance of millet, sorghum and cowpeas has been establishecd., Tha
work began in the growing season 1977 with pilot trials at CN?%; in
1978, experiments were laid out at 33 different locations. In 1979,
there were experiments at 85 sites. In any undertaking of this mag-
nitude in a country the size of Niger, there must inevit,bly be nany
problems, Nevertheless enough rlata are available from these nation-
wide trials, to allow somc statistically sound conclusions.(l)

(1) The variety of millet P, Kolo studied in 1077, 167¢
and 1979 is not the best selected variety in Niger., CIVT is bettor
than P3 Kolo; and several other local varieties produced just as good
A yield as P3 Kolo and CIVT at specific locations within the couniry,
However it must be recorded that P3 Kolo was fist introduced into *the
field in Niger .n 1960 and this rescarcher has found no evidence that
its nurity was maintaine. after 1964, CIVT is now in its third
year oi licld testing, Among the local varieties tested were: Zonoo,
Zongharwa, Guerguera, Bazomi, Dan Barno, and others simply described

as the local variety,

(1) Detailed procedures and results for each series of cxperiments
are published in the pnnual Technical reports of the CID
Agronomist 1977 and 1078,
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FERTILIZER PROGRAM
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SEED MULTIPLICATION CENTER AT DOUKOUDQUKOU

by

C. B. Brown

Rescarch Soil Specialist
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SUMMARY OF RECCM-ENDATIONS :
Period: 1980 - 1985
Yield Goal: 1500 + kg/ha of millet

Mapping ynits: (1) 1cB sand, 1-3% slope;

(2) 11A loamy sand in depres-

sions, less than 1% slope

Fertilizer recommendations for both mapping units are similar, ox-
cept for magnesium, Analyses for magnesium and calcium should be riade in

1984, Analyscs should be made for minor elements.

As long as thc rainfall reaches 400 mm annually, the vield should
be no less than 1000 kg/ha, which is nearly 21 times the national aver-

age.(l)

(1) The highest national average yield in the 70's was 421 kg/ha
in 1978, Annual Progress Report CID.,  NCP (1978).
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