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Bemjenin L, Nart
e LI
Almadu Bello Wnfversity
GOALS AND OSJRCTIVES

One of wy prinary objectives as department head was
to guide tha departtwnt through a8 avaluation of the
curriculun {n snatony and the developmant of a sequence
of courses relevent to the gosls ot educating vetorinarians
in West Africs. It was understood that there would be a
substamtial reduction in total timc alloted to snatouy in
ovder to allow for axpansion of areas such as aninsl
production, livestcck econonics, provantiva oedicine, and
spldemiology. This nsant the streanmlining of subject natter
to that vhich is essentisd for studont progmess in subsequant
courses, but sufficient t meet international standards of
OORPeTEnCY .«

Another objective vas to halp preparc nev Nigerian
staff necbers for jraduats study abroad under the KBU/ALD
perticipant treining program., There was also the neod to
butld up the Higerian and expotriate teaching stalf to s
lavel adequate to handls the departuent's tsaching responei-
bilities.

Finally there was the objective of initisting vessarch
sctivities to provide s background for future tessarch prograns
in the department,

FMRINCIML ACTIVITIES AND ACCOHPLISHMENTS

Aduintatrative Pesoomeibilitise

A subscantial proportion of my adninistrative offort has
gome into recruiting end working with nev staff oschers, It
has besn necsssary to recruit foveign nationals to holp carxy
owr teashing loed. Over the past two years we have nanaged to
vocruit and appoint three anartcaists froun India, each on &



two-year contractual basis, To accomodate the increased
staff, we have renodeled and inpgoved our office and genersl
depaztmental spaca. The groes anatouy teaching laboratory
will scon be venodeled.

Taathing AcRivitiss

1 have taken responsibility foT teaching niercscopic
smstomy, neerosnatorry, and the nsw ooursss in animal behavior,
The course in nicroscopic anatomy has been revised and the
laborstory guide completely rewrittsn, The nev coutes in the
peinciples of sninal behavior for DV I students eaphasizod thoso
aspecty of behavior that are involved in the handling, breeding
and care of livestock species of West Africa, The advanced
eeusss in behavior for DVM 111 students emphasises spplied and
mediasl aspects.

Sasaaxch Activitias

With sono assistance from Dr. Adecye, 1 have been conducting
two experiments vuith tropical gosts. Ons of these deals with
an snalyeis of the effects of two different tranquilisers in
suppressing rejection of strange poat kids by lactating females.
The second project involwes a study of changes in neting and
aggressive behavior of adult male gosts following castration,
It 1s felt that thess studdec nay yisld information useful in
pronoting the husbandry of suall ruadesats.

In eollsboration with Dr, Lott, who wee & visiting staff
vscher fron the Uniwversity of California ot Davis, 1 have bean
working on a fisld study of the bshavioral interrelatiocaships
between the nooadic Pulaat herdemen and their cattle, This
project ran fron nid-Msy through nid-Auguet. An understanding
of the behaviorsl aspects of Pulani csttle husbandry is
obviowsly inportant in expanding livestosk production of Mgeria.

The work on goats and Pulaai cattlo should be writtea wp
and svimitted for publisation within the next yesr.



NIGRRIAN STAFF DEVELORHENT
Two recent sradustes from Ahmadu Bello Unfwversity joinod

our staff in July of 1972, and I huw guided their octivitise
over tho past year, They have been gradually given norve
responsibility in teaching and lecturing. Thie activity should
snhance their potential for excellonce in graduate studies as
they join the participant trafning progran. Dr. Adeoyo hopes
to enphasize aninal behavior in his training vhdie Bw. Ofo
plans to concentrate ou developmental bilology and gross anatomy.
SUOGRSTIONS AND CQIRITS

I would like to express ny approciation and sxtend oy
canplinents to tho KIU/ALID etaff who have been involved in
sdnintstration of this project, I hava alusys received all
the assistance t'.¢' could offer in holping me to cerry through
ny responeitiiitics to tha project and to Ahnadu Bollo University,

Perhaps tho rost serious problon facing both the future KSU/ALD
perronnel and Nigorian etaff of tho Departtent of Voterinary
Anotomy s tha diflfcuity in !nitlating rosoarch projects, Theo
only source of operating axpenses for rosearch is tho University,
The rosearch fund currontly allosated diructly to the department
1s entirely inndequate to support thao rasearch »f even one active
fovestigator. Tho individul grants [ron the University require an
application and a lengthy delay., These funds can only be applied for
at ono tine during the year (Novembar)., In ny own casa, obtaining
resesarch funis and constructing aninal research facilities delayed
enpetrinontsl work by st loset eight wonths. 1 would suspect that
the ssw dalay will faco tho Nigurion staff when they return fron
study coroad and vish to utest their research work, In view of the
phnse-out dese of the project, theso problane should be given addftional
atteation by both KSU/AID and Univareity officiale. Perhops sone-
thing like o epecial research fund could bo ostaslished within the
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine to obviato this delay,

Benjoin L, Hart
Professor snd Head
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