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1 arrived in Samaru on 3lst December 1966. to tako up a position
in the Dupartment of Veterinary Physiology. During the first six
months of my assigmment I worked in this department with Professor
Underjberg and Dr. Sullivan, bacama familiar with the local university
situation, assistod in plannirg and ordoring supplies for tho dspartment,
taught a course in metabolic diseasas to tho DV IV students and
co-operatad with Dr, Sullivan in teaching a course in appliad physlology
to the DVM,III students.

Bocause of the political situation which existaod from June through
Novembar of 1967 tochnicians to replace membars of tho contract whose
tours of duty onded during this pari.d were hositant to coma to Nigeris.
This was primerily duc to tho USAID ruling which prohibitod dopendants
of technicians from entering Nigeria, As a raesult cf this the project
wvas extromely short-handed, At the start of the 1967-68 acadenic year
four KSU/AID personnel assigned o tho vateriniry medicine section of
this project wero {n the U.,S, waiting for the political situation to
stabilise.

So that studaents could be taught it was nacossary t- lmproviea
the curricvium and roassign available staff, As a resul' f this
Dr. G.T. Hartke, who was tha Haad of thc Department of Su v and
Medicina, and 1 taught all of tho courses in Surgery and Me ine, I
taught the DVM,IV students their coursos in largo animal suts..y and in
large aninal medicine and was rasponsible for their {nstructiou in large
animal clinics during the first term. Dr. Hartke assumed responsibility
for their {nstruction in small animal courses and also taught the DWM.II1
students coursaes in surgory and medicine, Dr. Wayne Rogers joi ed tho
department in Novembaer and Dr. L.1. Raflsback came in as a short temm
consultant to teach courses in Medicine during the 2nd term so that the
toaching load was lightor during the 2nd and 3rd torms.

In July 1968 Dr. Railabeck becamo chief of party and Duan of the
Veterinary Faculty., At this time all staff positions wero filled and ft
was possible to ruadjust and bring the teaching back to normal after the
year of improvising. As a raosult of this adjustmont, I was shifted
from my assigrment in Physiology to Head of the Department of Surgery &
Madicine, During the 1968-69 academic year Dr, Wayne Ropurs and I had
the responsibility of teaching all of tho courses tn Surgery and Medicinae
ae well as all of the clinicel {nstruction. Both of our schedules wera
extrenely demanding during this year and special tribute should ba paid
to Dr, Ropers for his efforts durin;: this time,

The 1969-70 acalemic year brought the firet Niperian staf{ to the
Department of Surgery and Medicine, Dr, Idrisu Alhaji ant lbrahim Leau,
who were both returning A.1.D. participants, joined the staff. Dr. Alhajt
had obtained a DW from Michipgan State University and Dr. Lemu had

obtained his degree from Tushapee Institute, Both of thes men taught
a courss each term and had a group of final year students assigned to
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them during the clinic periods. Bacausc of the heavy teaching load it
wvas extremely difficult to give much direction or guidance to thaese man.
They assumed full teaching loads and did not serve in the capucity of
counterparts. This was far from ar ideal situation bit both men
accepted the challenge and their preosence greatly eased the burden of
teaching a markodly incroased number of students. In addition to
lightening tho teaching load the preucnce of thesc men was invaluable
in dealing with local stockman, acquiring supplies and foodstuffs
locally and in handling Ji. scaff nattaors.

In November of 1969 Dr. Wayne Rogers' contract terminated and
Dr. Wilfrod Pimentel was sent to roplace him. Dr, Pimental was
assigned the administration of tho small animal section of the departmant
and the toaching of all the courscs in swall aninmal medicine and surgery
as woll as toaching a course in principles of surgory.

In the 1970-71 academic year all of the professionally qualified
staff wore responsible for an average of 15 hours of clinical
instructi -~ por week plus one lecturc coursc during cach of the thrae
terms. In addition to this Dr. Pimentol had six hours of surgery
laboratory during the 2nd term. Each qualified professional staff
membar was {n contact with the students for an average of 20 hours per
week which is considerably morc than the 12 contact hours per weak
which is considered a full teaching load by A.B.U. In addition to
thi. both Dr. Pimentel and I had administrativce responsibilities which
required considerable tine and all members of staff spont at least some
time in other than routine clinic hours treating clinical casas.

With this teaching load it was still not possible to assi;n
teaching so that the recont Nigerian graduates could understudy
exparionced instructors, but it was possible to arrange teaching eo
that no staff member was responsible for oore than one lecture course
per term, This was a great improvement over pravious years when each
of us had baen responsible for two lecture coursaes per tarm i{n addition
to the clinical laboratories and the average amount of timo spent with
the students was 26 hours per weck. An additional improvement was the
addition of a senior technician to the staff during the third tem of
the 1970 - 71 acadenic yocar. This narkedly reduced the amount of time
which I had praviously been required to spend with the routinc chores
of operating the dopartment.

During tha 1970-71 academic year the following courses were taught:

Tarme Hrs/wk  Jostructor  §tudents

Diagnosis 1 4 Lemu 25
General Medicine 2 4 Leau 25
Bacterial Discases 1 L3 Alhajt 19
Viral Diseases 1 L3 Alhajti 1y
Dis. of Unknown Etiology 1 L3 Alhaji 19
Clinical Techniques 1 4 tumburg 19
Large Animal Surgery 1 4 Humburg 19
Obstetrics & Breeding Diseases 1 S Humburg 19
Principles of Surgery 1 5 Pimantel 25
Small Aninal Surgery 1 7 Pimentel 25
Small Animal Medicine 1 S Pimental 25
Radiology 1 4 Bna® 25
Clinics h } 15w A1l cembers of 19
staff

* Dr, Bma was on tho staff of tho Dept. of Vatorinary Anatomy but taught
this course for the Dept, of Surgoery & Hedicine

** The hours assigned to clinical instruction varisd from tarmm to term
but averaped 13,
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Students

Tho five classes of students which I taught whilc at Abmadu Bello
Univaersity, which includas all of the 3raduates up to the present time,
wvare with few oxcoptions oxtromaly rospaectful, receptive and eager to
learn. In somo casos thelr oducation prior tu cnctoring tha university
was concorned primarily with the memorising, of facts without much
attontion to tho application of this knowledge. This backyrouni was a
problem to thoso teaching courses in tho pre-clinical years but 1 found
that by the time the students roache! me my collcagues toeaching the
basic courscs had reshaped their thinkin: an! study habits and in general
thoy were read, to apply thair kncwledge and learr with understaniing.

Ono problem which conce~nod many of us on tho faculty was thu
reluctance of stwdonts to buy text and raoforence books. This was in
sooe, but not all, casaos due to lack of funds. Since most of these
man will be stationed in areas whore they will not have accass to
voterinary refaronco taxts, unlcss they spend nonay to acquire a
parsonal library aftar they praduate this rcluctance to buy books
will reduce thoir offcctiveness.

Teaching

Ono f the problems in rlavelopinr a curriculun and in setting up
tho courscs in a new school in a country with difforont vaterinary
requirements than thosc with which one s familiar is Jdetormining vhat
1s to be covaercd in the allotte! time. This was a problom which
causod concern to all manbers of my ataff. In general, in the
courses which I taught as well as thu courses tauzht in the departmunt
1 tricd tou toach and urge others tc tench, not as I had becen taught
but to groon the student so that he could satisfy the roquirements of
Nigeria. This peant puttin: a much croater strass on tho endemic
diseases of tho cuuntry an! a much lightor coverape of the diseases
anJ conditions which are solilom suen in livestock in developing arcas.
An attcmpt was nadu to cover adequataly all discases, conditions and
procedures which arc coverod i{n vaturinary schools in devolope!
countrica In addition to in-iopth stu'les of endenic discases and
conditions which oxist in Nigeria.

Whon toaching surpory it was nccossary always to kaep in mind
that limito! drugs, matarial and oquipment would bo available to the
student following his praduation. As a result, I spent a considarable
amount of timo 1iscussing variations in tochniques, mentioniny simpler
methods of hendling conditions, oncouraging studenta to inprovise and
trying to make sure that no A,B.U. graduate would rafuse to tackle a
procedure because he didn't have just the right {nstrumant, anasthatic
agent, »r rustiaint oquipmont at his dfoposal,

Exaninations waic handled as they are in most U.S. university
systems. Bvory instructor was requires! to turn {n a mid-torm and &
final pgra‘e for cach coursa. Most of us pave scveral amnounced
exaninations an! a few unannouncor! quiszzes during each tarm. In
addition s sassional oxaaination which was marked by anexternal
ansniner was given for cach course.

Davelopment of Clinical Case logd

In July of 1967 whon I first becamc involved in clinical
instruction at A.B.U. the largo animal clinical cascs consiste! of
those animals examined snd treated at the Shika Rescarch Station ad
N.T.C. farm, n few animals which were walkal to the faculty buildings
in Samaru an! horses in routinaly visite! etnbles {n 3abon Gari and
Tuden Wada. Small animal cases were all brought to the Faculty.
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Because of the marked shortaje of ataff it was not pusaibla to extend
this clinical sarvice until tha £all 2 1969. at this tine Urs, Wayne
Rogers an! Ibrahim Lemu organize] routine visita to sevaral villages
in the surrounding arca. In the fall of 1970 Dr. lemu was assigned to
the development of thesc village clinics. He spent a considcrable
amount of tinme visiting leaderc in tho villapes to scheldule thase
visits an) took studonts to tho villsjos five days a wack, The
village clinics werc especially valuabla in giving tho studonts much
neaded expericnce in the type of wedicine and surpery that thay will
be called on to practice after they graduatn, In addition to
providing this experience a nuober of intercating cascs werae unearthed
and sooe of the most interosting wora brought to the faculty so that
all of the studenis could obsorve them,

The additional manpower available in the 70-71 academic year
made it possible togive better clinical service and to batter
utilize for teaching the csses which wera prasented,

The Provincial Veterinary Officer for Zaria Province,

Pr. M.J. Kalloscoe, was most helpful in notifying us of endemic
disease outbraoaks and allowing us access to his veterinary clinics
in the Zaria aroa. In addition to this L[.. Kallescoe also gave a
number of lactures to our final yesr students on veterinary lav in
Nigeria and tho duties of a voterinary officer in Nigoria. His
help in the education of tho studonts was nuch approciated by both
the staff and the studonts,

Sowpente

1. The entirc staff of the Faculty of Voterinary Modicine at

A.B.U. has always maintaine! an extremely helpful attituda, At
times during my four and a half ycare with the faculty conditions were
very trying. This was especially truc during the 1967-68 acadenmic
year when staff numbars woerc markedly reduced. Dua to the co-
operative aoffort of all concernad, we wore able to continue as an
affective teaching unit,

2. I am quite proud to have been associated with the Kansas State
Univereity AID program and with “he Faculty of Veterinary

Medicine at Ahm:du Bellc Univorsity. * . success of the projcct

has been duc to the willingnass of all members of the faculty to put

in many hours of hard work, Equally as ioportant was the inicial

planning and continued direction by Drs, Loasure and Back and the

capable on the scanc leadership of Deans Undorjbersp, Sullivan, Rajlsback

and Coles. The fact that the University Administration has :- :ognised

the nced for tho davelopment of the faculty end has given adequate local

support und encoursjement has also been extremsly h:?ortnnt in = ‘dng

the developmont of thie faculty an outstanding, exmmple of the af.ective

use of foreign aid funds,

In my opinion tho davalopment of this vatorinary faculty will
stand for yoars as a tribute to the aeffoctive use of funds and personmnel
and the proper channellin; of the co-operative efforts of the govern-
ments of Nigeria, The Netherlands ani tha U.S.A.

3. Our tour of duty et A.B.U. Liss been a vory rewarding axperience

for both my wife and myself. Wo feol very fortunate to have had
tha chance to live and work in Nigeria, The opportunity to sec the
faculty develop during the time we have been with the project was quite
rewarding. The opportunity to learn to know something of other cultures
and to have mide many new, interesting end hopefully long-lasting
friends has been an extra compenaation. Because of the good friends we
made while in Nigeria and the feeling of belonsing to a worthwhile and
affective project it is with mixed emotfons that wo leave Nigeria to
return to the United Statas,



