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SUMMARY

An analysis of data from Colombia's 1978 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey indi-
cates that approximately 280,000 women of childbearing age or their spouses
had been sterilized by 1978. Approximately 37,000-45,000 births would have
occurred Lo these women, if they had not been sterilized and had experienced
the marital or age-specific fertility rates of the weneral population. This
implies a decvease of 5%-6% in the crude birth rate for 1978,

Colombia's rocent decrvase in fertility has been dreamatic both in urban and
rural areas.  Between 1905 and 1978, the total fertitity rate (TFR) in rural
Colombia dropped from 7.7 to 5.4, a decrease of 304. In urban areas the TFR
dropped from 4.7 to 3.1, a decrecase of 34% in the same period.  The prevalence
of use of contraception has increased from 317 of womvn age 15-49 currently in
union in 1968 to 464 in 1978.  However, the unmet need for contraceptive sery-
ices continues to be large. In 1978 approximately 1,075,000 women desired po
wore children but were not using conlraception. Componnding this need is the
fact that the number of women ol chitdbearing age will increase by 77 over
the next 5 years.  The unmet need for family planning scrvices in Colowbia may
continue to be substantial unless program ¢ fiorts improve availabil ity of con-
traceplive services.
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TASLE 1

Estimated "Births Averted'"* by Sterilizations
Colombia, 1978

Estimated
Estimated "Births Averted"
"Births Averted" Assuming
Age at Sterilization Assuming ASFR Marital ASFR
15-19 17 98
20-24 2,579 4,373
25-29 9,899 12,773
30-34 13,207 15,625
35-139 9,717 10,898
40-44 1,269 1,551
45-49 23 30
Total 36,711 45,348

* See text for definition



TABLE 2

Percent Distribution of Women Aged 15-49
By Contraceptive Method They Would Choose
Colombia, 1978

Method Rural Zone Urbar Zene Total
Pill i9.6 26.9 24.6
1UD 3.5 7.5 6.3
Sterilization 13.7 18.¢4 15.5
Injection 8.5 5.6 6.4
Other Modern 2.1 3.2 2.9
Traditional 5.0 8.4 7.3
Would not choose 36.7 29.1 31.4
Doesn't know 11.0 ‘3.0 5.6

Source: Reference 3, p77



TABLE 3

Number of Women of Childbearing Age
Colombia, 1973,1980 and 1985

(Midyear Population in Thousands)

Age Group
Total 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40~-44 45-49
1973 (estimated) 5,352 1,309 1,044 839 678 572 492 418
1980 (projected) 6,753 1,611 1,381 1,105 878 700 582 495
1985 (projected) 7,894 1,758 1,593 1,358 1,085 857 683 564

Source: Reference 2, pl0



TABLE 4

Colombia
1979 Demographic Profile

Population 26.2 million

Crude Birth Rate 29 per 1,000 population

Crude Death Rate 8 per 1,000 population

Crude Rate of Natural Increase 2.27

Growth Rate 2.0%

Total Fertility Rate 3.8 per woman

General Fertility Rate 123 per 1,000 women aged 15-49
Infant Mortality Rate 76 per 1,000 live bi.ths

Life Expectancy 64 years

% Urban 687

Source: Reference 3, p30-38; reference 2, p/; and Population Reference
Bureau 1979 World Population Data Sheet



TABLE 5

General Fertility Rate, Total Fertility Rate, and Crude Birth Rate
Colombia CPS and Four Recent CPS's

GFR TFR CBR
Colombia 1978 123 3.8 29
Sao Paulo 1978 96 2.8 24
Guatemala 1978 208 5.9 45
El Salvador 1973 208 6.3 43
Paraguay 1977 224 6.8 46

Source: Reference 3, p38; Reference 11; APROFAM - preliminary data



TABLE 6

Change in Fertility Rates
Colombia, 1968-1978

% Decline

1968 1976 1978 1968-1978
Marital Total Fertility Rate 9.0 7.2 6.5 27.7
Total Fertility Rate 6.0 5.2 3.8 36.7
General Fertility Rate 187 131 123 34,2
Crude Birth Rate 42.4 31.6 28.6 32.5

Source: Reference 3, p38, with corrections



TABLE 7

Change In Total Tertiliiy Rates
Colombia, 1965-1978

Year Rural Urban Colomhia
1965-66 7.7 4.7 6.0
1978 5.4 3.1 3.8
% Decline 29.9 34.0 36,7

Source: Reference 3, p40



TABLE 8

Age Specific Fertility Rates
Colombia, 1965-66 and 1978

Age Specific Tertility Rates, 1978 Age Specific Ferti]ity Rate
Age Group Rural Urban Colombia Colombia, 1Y65-66

15-19 9G 46 59 110

20-24 313 165 207 270

25-29 241 165 186 278

30-34 194 118 142 277

35-39 134 91 107 176

40-44 97 18 45 85
45-49 - 17 11 10

TFR 5.4 3.1 3.8 6.0

Source: Reference 3, p40



TABLE 9

Change in Fertility
Colombia, 1968-1978

Marital Fertility

Age Groups 1968 1976 1978
15-19 428 359 359
20-24 4e7 346 351
25-29 354 277 240
30-34 263 205 168
35-39 200 155 120
40-44 116 78 55
45-49 21 26 15
Marital Total

Fertility 9.0 7.2 6.5

Source: Reference 3, p38, with corrections



TABLE 10

Colombia
Soclo-Economic Indicators

Percent Distribution of the Population
by Zone of Residence

1951 1964 1973
Urban 39.6 52.1 63.1
Rural 60.4 47.9 36.9

Percentage of Population, 7+ Years of Age
Claiming Literacy

1951 1964 1973
Male 58.9 70.3 717.8
Female 56.1 68.6 17.5

Percentage of Population, 15+ Years in
Work Force

1973
Male 69
Female 22

Source: Reference 2, pl15,17; Reference 12, p32



TABLE

11

Legal Age at Marriage and Age at Which Specified Percent of the Population

Is Ever Married, by Sex:

Colombia, 1964, 1973, and 1976

1964 1973 1976

Ttenm Male Female Male Female Male TFemale
Minimum legal age at marriage . 21 18 21 18 18 18
Age at which 25 percent of the

population is ever married . 23 19 23 19 23 19
Age at which 50 percent of the

population is ever married . 26 22 26 23 26 22
Age at which 75 percent of the

population is ever married . 33 29 32 29 30 28

Source: Reference 2, pl3



TABLE 12

Percentage of Women i{n Union
Currently Using Coutraception
By Year and Method*

Colombia

1968 1976 1978
Pill 6 15 17
Condom 2 2 1
IUD 3 9 8
Sterilization 2 6 8
Injection & Vaginal 2 4 4
Rhy thm 5 6 4
Withdrawal 9 5 4
Other 2 1 1
Total 31 46 46

* Columns may not add to total because of rounding.

Source:  Reference 3, p65



TABLE 13

Percent Distribution
Of Women In 'njon Using Contraception
By Mcthod and Residence
Colombia, 1978

Rural Urban
Method . Zone Zoue
Modern 80.1 81.8
Pill 39.6 36.6
Condom 3.1 3.0
TUD 14.1 17.4
Sterilization 17.6 15.8
Injection & Vaginal 5.7 8.3
Traditional 19.8 18.7
Rhythm 5.7 3.7
Withdrawal & Othere 14.1 3.0
Total 100.0 100.0

Source: Reference 3, pb64



TABLE 14

Percent Distribution of Current Uscrs of Contraception
By Method and Source of Contraception
Columbla, 1978

Jdrther
All Oral Modern
Source Methods  Contraceptives IuD Sterilization Methods
;;ofamilia 31.89 26,8 59.5 31.8 11.3
MOH 28,9 14,1 3.4 45.7 1.9
Drugstore Sd4.7 54.7 - - 74.5
Social Security 4.5 2.7 4.8 9.8 1.9
Private Physician 3.8 0.8 1.8 11.6 1.9
Other 2.6 2.4 1.2 1.2 8.5

Source: Reference 6, pl2



TABLE 15

Female Steriljzations - Profamilia
Colombia, 1972-1978

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978
Laparoscopy - 3138 1,922 5,090 9,455 15,499 17,158
finflaparotomy 31 84 549 3,097 8,292 21,296 21,656k
Post-partum - - 23 74 93 148 1,538
Other - 60 134 136 204 174 -
Total 31 482 2,628 8,397 18,044 37,090 40,352

Total |
___Accumu .

49,462
55,005
1,876

581

S

107,024 i

i

Source: Reference 1, Vol. 1, ploO



TABLE 16

Percentage of Women in Union
Currently Using Contraception
By Region and Zone of Residence
Colombia, 1978

Atlantic Oriental Contral Pacific

Residence Reglon Region Repion Region Rogota Total
Rural 31 3d 9 24 - 30
Urban 47 53 57 58 62 bE)
Total 39 45 46 15 62 16
TFR 4.4 3.8 3.4 4,3 3.1 3.8

Source: Reference 3, p40, 62



TABLE 17

Colombia 1978
Indiccs of Induced Abortion

Births Averted per Abortion 0.58
Total Abortion Rate (TAI) 0.54

Average Number of Abortions
women age 45-49 (TAZ) 0.78

Averayge Number of Abortions
women age 15-49 (TA3) 0.40

TAl - Total abortion rate was calculated as the sum of
the age specific rates for women in union.

TA2 - Average number of abortions ever performed for
women age 45-49,

TA, - Average number of abortions ever performed for
women age 15-49.

Source: Reference 6, p37



TABLE 18

Colombia

Women Tun Need of Family Flanning Services

(In Thousands)

1979
Minimum Estimate 797
Maximum Estimate 962

* See text for definition

Source: Ref 6, p 27

2980
825

996

853
1030

1982
881

1064



TABLE 19

Colombia 1978
Homen In Need of Family Planning Services
By Region

Atlantic Oriental Central Pacific Beogota Total

Proportion WCA exposed,

not using contraception,

and deziring no more

chiildren 177 .215 .159 .169 .120 .170
WCA 1978 (1,000's) 1,160 1,083 1,907 1,183 988 6,321
Population in nced

(1,0060's) 205 233 303 200 119 1,075

Source: Ref 6, Table 1.1; Ref 2 and 5.
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FIGURE 1

Population of Colombia, by age and
sex: July 1, 1979
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VIGURE 2

Population of Honduvas, by age and sex: July 1, 1976
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COLOMBIA CAMRIOS EN LAS TASAS ESPECIFICAS DE FECUNDIDAD
FOH EDAD Y ZONA DE RLSIDENCIA
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FIGURE 4
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FIGURE 5
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DISTRIBUCION DE PUNTOS MUESTRA POR REGION
ENCUESTA NACIONAL DE PREVALENCIA DEL USO DE ANTICONCEPTIVOS
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