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Friday, January 21, 1980

Again visited with Sanchez. He informed me, as had McCluskey, that
NCPC needs help in filling pest management advisor positions (two avail-
able). Asked that we relay information to CICP. A request for contractor
has been published in Commerce Daily. Sanchez would 1ike CICP to favorably
respond if at all possible. (Sent material, position description, etc.
with Larry.)

Talked about lack of counterparts. Sanchez stated that should Ed.'ie
accept the position offered to him he would be assigned to work with the
team. Thus there would be two counterparts weed scientists, and one tech-
nician (Felix). No counterparts are immediately available for Dennis.
Dennis will need to search for them through UPLB.

Saturday, January 26 (Miller & Conklin)

Travelled from Los Banos to Manila where I was met by Dr. Frank Conklin
who had departed Corvallis Thursday, January 24, travelling continuously
so that we might fly together to Thailand. Departed 12:00 pm for Thailand.

Monday, January 28 (Miller, Conklin, Allen)

George Allen, Stan Miller and Frank Conklin met at the Ford Foundation
office with Peter Geitner, program officer, and Sam Johnson, agricultural
representative. A change in program thrust for aquatic weed assessment
from water hyacinth to Mimosa pigra was discussed. The Ford personnel re-
sponded positively to the change and to the possible location of Lamar
Robert, proposed IPPC agronomist, in the Chiang Mai area where infestation
of M. pigra is nost severe. They suggested linkage with Chiang Mai Univer-
sity which has 8-12 Ford sponsored researchers who have been working on
multiple cropping systems for more than 10 years. Socio-cconomic work
data had been obtained from at least three villages. Ford personnel also
spoke positively about availability of housing and provisions of local
support: transportation, secretary, materials and supplies. Finally,
they sugqested that one of our team qgo to Chiang Mai to assess the situa-
tion and determine potential responsivencss of Chiang Mai University serv-
ing as sponsor for Lamar Robert.,

Names of contact people at Chiang Mai University and their function
provided by Ford include:

Or. Manu - Dean of Agric., Ag fconomist with MS-0SU; PhD-Ohio State
Dr. Rapapan - ADC Fellow, Ag tconomist, PhD-Michigan State

Dr. Kanok - Weed Scicntist; PhD from Australia under HWally Sterns
Dr. Tawachai - Weed Scienting
Dr. Vichian - Weed Scientist in Horticulture

Dr. Banjamin (wife of Fanok)-Phh from Michigan State, nitrogen fixation
Or. Phrek - Plant Breeder; MS from Davis
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Mr. Ajan Pipol - MS from Davis in Soils

Dr. Manee - tomato breeder; MS from OSU; PhD Cornell

Dr. Paiboal (husband of Manee) - working on soil nutrient tie up in rice
Dr. Sanit - PhD Oklahoma; Chairman of Dept. of Plant Protection; friend

of Banpot
Mr. E.N. Craig - oraduate student from London

Ford commented that Dennis 0'Brien should contact in Manila Sam Hsieh,
representative for ADB (Asian Development Bank) which is funding weed re-
search in S.E. Asia especially in Cambodia and Laos.

Also people with the Mekong Committee which could be contacted include:

Mr. Van Lieve (Dutch) - Executive Secretary of the Committee
Mr. Pan Tulu - Fisheries

A good, it was suggested, contact at AIT (Asian Institute of Tech-
nology) in Bangkok is Dr. Arnot, Vice President.

At a later meeting IPPC team discussed the appropriate course of
action to follow in discussions with Ministry of Agriculture, Ford and
others in developing the total program. The following items were tenta-
tively accepted:

1. Separate the economic assessment component from M. Pigra research
control component.,

2. The control phase will a) identify alternative control mechanisms
(mechanical, physical, biological, technical) and b) screen the alterna-
tives for preliminary technical and economic feasibility.

3. Limit 1PPC's direct research to the economic phase. 1PPC will
serve a coordinating and consultative role on the contrel phase. Per-
sonnel and research funds for the control phase must be provided by the
Ministry of Agriculture or other appropriate Thai coverrnment agencies.

4. Suggest HRC (Hational Research Council) aquatic weed sub-committee
serve the principal research coordinating role for the control phase,

5. Contact Bob Ralston, advisor to Deputy Under-secretary of Agri-
culture, Kangwarn Dhebhasading, concerning the Miniotry's commitment to
control of M. pigra and administrative feanibility of 1ty taking the leader-
ship on the control research phase,

6. Determine the amount of technical information on M, pigra which
might be provided by recent re-activation of the Mebong Committee,

/. Determine That capability for Vinking to the Lancat oyatems, for
providing photo coverage and identification of spread of M, pigra,

g, Sugqest Bunpot Napompeth continge cerving as privary 1PPC con-
tact in Thailand and principal leaderahip divection on the control research
phase.,
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Peter Geitner). He would be stationed in Chiang Mai and work with the
multiple cropping effort. Ford would like to have Lamar travel to Thai-
land to be interviewed and review the Ford method of operation. After
the visit a memorandum of agreement between IPPC and Ford could be drawn.
Ford will contact IPPC to arrange travel for Lamar.

2.  Robert Queener, speaking for AlD/Bangkok, doubted that vunds
could be found to support a Ministry request for research assistance on
M. pigra. Nevertheless, AID/Bangkok supported the project and was willing
toprovide 1ts good auspices to see that proposed objectives were re-
alized. Mr. Queener promised to contact and directTy discuss the jiroject
with the Deputy Under-secretary.

In company of Dr. Banpat Napompeth, visited Kasetsart University
and discussed project with:

Dr. Sopin Tongpan, Dean Faculty of tconomics and Business Admiristration
Dr. Chamnien Boonma, Department of Marketing

Dr. Jerachone Sriswasdilek, Departmwent of Agricultural Economics

Dr. Kamphol Adulyavidhaya, Director, Research and Development Institute

A1l expressed willingness to assist Lamar. Without additional outside
funding, however, Kasetsart University could not directly participate in
the M. pigra project. [IPPC suggested tnat a proposal to the National
Research Council, NRC, Thailand, on the economics of aquatic weeds in
general, would be supported by the Comnmittee on Aquatic Weeds and 1PPC
if developed by the University. Limited time, porbably, will prohibit
the inmediate working of the proposal, we were told,

A courtesy visit was made to the National Center of Biological
Control. Dr. Kapompeth serves as director of this very impressive center,
Reviewed the research activities, staff and facilities.

Departed Thailand at 6:45 p.m,

Friday, February 1

Arrvived in Lugene at 11:30 a.m, Returned to Corvallis.



