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PROJECT AUTHORIZATION
 

PART II
 

ENTITY : Bureau for Science and Technology
 

PROJECT TITLE : Agriculture Production Technical Assistance
 

PROJECT Number: 931-4109
 

I. 	Pursuant to Section 103 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
 
the Agriculture Production Technical Assistance project which is centrally

funded was authorized on May 5, 1981. That authorization is hereby
 
amended as follows:
 

a. 
 The authorized life of project cost is increased by $2,100,000 to
 
$2,450,000.
 

b. 	 The authorized period of obligation is extended by five years from FY
 
1981 through FY 1986.
 

2. 	1 hereby determine that this project/RSSA five year extension is exempt

from provisions of circular A-76 because: 
 I) it is for 	the provision of
 
technical assistance; and 2) the resources of the U.S. Department of
 
Agriculture are particularly or uniquely suitable for the technical
 
assistance to be provided and are not competitive with private enterprise.
 

3. 	The authorization cited above remains 
in force except as hereby amended.
 

UJ. 	S. Robins
 
gency Director for Food and Agriculture 

Bureau for cien e and Technology 
Date: 

Attachments:
 

- Action Memorandum - Fiester to Robins
 
- Statement of Work and Budget for a 5 Year Period
 
- Minuteq of Subcommittee on Agriculture Production 
- Record of RSSA Review Committee Meeting 
- RSSA Review Issue Paper 

Clearances: 	 S&T/ACR/AP, JYohe date 
S&T/AGR, MMoz yskic - date 

DFieter .. dntedate1S&T/PO,~
ia ni 



JUL 61982 
ACTION MEMORANDUM TO THE AGENCY DIRECTOR FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE,
 
BUREAU FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

FROM : 	S&T/AGR, Donald R. Fiester - -- '-'-' -


SUBJECT: 	 Agricultural Production Technical Assistance
 
- RSSA with USDA
 

Problem: 	 Your approval is required for a RSSA extension with the USDA to
 
obtain the services of livestock, cereal grain, grain legume and oil seed crop
 
experts and scientists to assist the Regional Bureaus (RBs), Missions, LDCs
 
and th! Agriculture Production Division (APD), S&T/AGR for a per od of five
 
(5) yeiers 	at a cost not to exceed $2,100,000. This amount provides for
 
personnel salaries and support costs including TDY assignments, short-term
 
consultants, small activities projects as well as overhead (See attachment
 
#2-Budget).
 

Discussion: For a number of years the APD has had a growing need for staff
 
support to provide highly specialized technical servies to RBs, Missions and
 
LDCs concerning livestock production and utilizatiun. Prior to now these
 
services have been provided Y tw° separate RSSAs with the USDA, Livestock
 
Production Capability RSS, A7n&tte Crop Production & Utilization Technical
 
Asssistance RSSA. The present documentation package folds these two RSSAS
 
with USDA 	into one for increased management efficiency within both the APD and
 
the USDA as well as a reduction in the amount of documentation preparation to 
accomplish the approjal package. 

Because of the small number of livestock productioa and health specialists in 
the Division and of the increasing demands from RBs, Missions and ST/ACR for 
technical 	 inputs into project design, implementation and evaluation concerning(,,// 
livestock 	 production and health, the Livestock Production Capability RSSAlwas 
established in July 1979. Similarly, the limited in-house expertise and 
increasing demands to address the need for highly specialized technical 
services in areas related to cereal grain, grain legume and oil seed crop 
production and utili-ation led to the initiation of ti e Crop Production & 
Utilization Technical Asitance RSSA with the USDA in May !931. 

USDA posses ;e s a comprehnsive re, earch and extension program which is staffed 
by competent scinti.sts and specialistsi in liveqtock production & health, 
cereal grain, grain legume and oil seed crop production and utilization. ,Many 
of these spec ial ists are available on short not ice and can provide assistance 
to RBs, Missiions, LDCi and ST/AGR. Tie USDA ha: been and continuet; to be 
willing to make the servicej of its scientists available to All) for providing 
the experti ,o requird. 

It is important to tiott, that tht domitad for the ,ie-irvice,., hai grown :itead ily 
yoari i W .. rictltorollliv,.tock productivityin recent .- tht n..d to i:icraie 

becomei !votn gr,.at,.r in th LDC-i. It i.; .nticip.std thaIt the ,,'and will 
cont inue onder th, ioluj,.c t ; !or cent: a I i- tt agrico t ore/1 ide tock 
rmsearch projects. Al so aricultural .and liv,.tock production projocts 
originaiting in I.DC., will r'*1u r, ch, -'pertiio ivaila)Ie thr 0wh hi0 RS SA 
during itagei ot dtvelopent, imyl oontation and ,.vaiation &t the iss ~ 4nd 
AID/W lovetli. 
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ATTACHMENT #5
 

SUBJECT: Agriculture Council Subcommittee Review of Agricultural 
Production Technical Assistance - RSSA Project 936-4109
 

PAR'ICIPANTS: 	 S&T/AGR: John M. Yohe, Douglas W. Butchart, Robert I. Jackson) 
AFR/DP/ARD, William Judyl ASIA/TR, Richard Hughesj NE/TECH, 
Leland Voth) LAC/DR, Phillip Warren; PPC/PDPR/RD, Douglas Caton 

The Agricultural Production Technical Assistance Project, 936-4109, proposed
 
five (5) year extension, a RSSA with USDA, was reviewed on June 22, 1982.
 
By consensus the project extension was endorsed. The clearly stated pertinent
 
relationships to S&T/AGR/AP mandated activities were discussed and the
 
benefits to the regional bureaus and missions noted. The proposal adequately 
covers the technology transfer aspects as well as its institution building 
nature in the explanation of the activities proposed in assisting the 
development of human resources. The budgetary source of funding programs 
and operations, and the reasons for them are clearly defined in the 
proposal. The identification of the need for specialist assistance 
beginning in FY 1983 is explained, based on the history of the RSSA projects 
to date. 

All present were in agreement with the proposed documentation package which 
folds the two former PSSAs with USDA into this one for increased management 
efficiency. However, one of the participants expressed some worry that this 
tyrpe of PSSA activity may be somewhat restricted in the future by new 
regulations being developed to increase the private sector inputs into this 
type of development assistance. 

Several participants remarked that they wonder if it is necessary that this
 
type of proposal come before the Agriculture Sector subcmmittees.
 


