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I. INTRODUCTION

During this quarter, movements of MASI personnel were as

follows:

Francisco L. Jordan - Production Advisor 3 months
Josc Vivas - Irrigation Advisor 1 month
Wwalter Price - 'roject Direcctor 10 davs
Ruben Sauccdo - Tomato !Marketing Advisor 7 davs

With these visits the number of MASI technicians rises to 12
with a total of 34 person-months. The audiovisual specialists
were not able to come to Paraguay due to complications regard-

ing the type of contract.

Mr. Price arrived in Paraguay on April 2lst. lle discussod
suggested changes in the technical assistance program with ATD

and CREDICOOP, as well as changes in the audiovisuals Drogran,

Tt is proposed that the short=-term marketing technicians be
released and a long-term specialist be congaqged similar to the
one for production. Tt has been found that short-term advisors

are unable to analyze and resolve a problem as complex as


http:audiovis.ti

marketing horticultural crops.

Mr. Walter Price brought cauipment and supplies for soil testing
with him which will help CREDICOOP solve the problems which arise

in this respcecct.

A final decision with regard to a contract with the audiovisual
technicians now depends on a decision from the AID Contracts

Office.

II. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

The weekly Monday meetings between AID and CREDICOOP staff
members continuc on a reogular basis. The work alrcady carried
out 1is reviewed and the calendar for the forthcoming week is

planncd.

Various meetings were held with Mr. Walter Price, Mr. Blair
Coopier and CREDICOOP staff members in order to revise the
techrnical assistance plan, and to discuss problems which have
ariscn as well as possible solutions.  The contents and schedule
of visits of specialists which meet in Washingtcen for final

decision was revised.

Messrs. Blair Cooper and Jose Dubini made two field trips in
order to sce projects in rescarch and prowvagation in the
National Institute of Agronomy as well as on Mr. P. Kircchofer's
farm, the latter responsible for pincapple propagation through

the National Seced Service.



Irrigation sceminars were held by Ing. Jose Vivas, and tomato

production and marketing seminars given by Mr. Rubdn Sauccedo.
The rescarch schedule through the end of 1982 was revisaod.

Various mectings were held between rescarch staff members in
the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal lusbandry in order to
discuss problems that have arisen in the rescarch plan to be
carried out by the National Tnstitute of Aqgronomy. The
rescarch program was drastically reduced because of lack of
space (land) and personncel from T.A.N. Contracts with an
individual farm (Coghlan) will be made in order to carry out

research in strawberry and tomato.

IITI. IIORTICULTURAIL REPORT

The horticulturist devoted most of his time to the research
program with the National Institute of Agronomy (I.A.M.) in
Caacupé and on the private farm belonging to Miss Resa Coghlan
so as to be able to carry out rescarch that could not be done

in I.A.N. due to lack of smace and staff.

A pesticide compatibility table, adapted from the U.S,, was

prepared.

Photographs were taken of the banana, pincapple, and straw-

boerry trials at I.AWN.

The horticulturist spent various days on field visits with



irrigation specialist Ing. Jose Vivas and Ruben Saucedo, the

tomato marketing specialist.

CREDICOOP's strawberrv sowing program was suspeonaed for thne
year 1982. This conclusion was reached after cvaluating the
propagation material and due to the delav in the decision

to be made amona CREDICOOP, the National Sced Scervice and the

Agricultural Dxtension Service.

During this quartaer, trials were carried out in irrigation,
fertilization, and staking of tomatoes, as well as those in irri-
gation, fertilization, varicties, mulching, and diseasc

control in strawberries.

This brings the total of trials which CREDICOOP maintains in
I.A.N. and the Coghlan farm to 13. This does not include
the trial in tomato varieties, the sceds of which are already

growing.

BANANA

The horticulturist attended and participated in two field days
on banana. The first was held in Caraguatav, sponsorced by the
Agricultural Extension Service and the other on Col Oviedo ¢
Ttacurubi's banana plantation by CREDICOOP. The banana trees
scem to be in very good condition, pronising a good 1982
harvest.  The harvest has alroady begun and during the month

of June the first part of production was sold throagh CREDICOOP.

Unless adverse weather conditions occur like last year, i1t is
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hoped that banana production will be good,

The horticulturist rarticipated in three short courses on
banana harvesting and packing in Itacurubi and Loroto,
Concepcion. The bananas are sc big that it is difficult
finding space for the two dozen that are supposed to fit in

the boxes.

Recommendations about fertilization contained in the audio-
visual booket were revised. A short coursc on thinning
banana treces was given to planters in the Loreto, Concencion

area.

Various visits were made to banana plantations where problems
with discases had arisen. The main problems were nematode
attacks, potassium deficiencies, presence of Sigatoka (Ces-
cospora leaf disecase) and sporadic outhreaks of virosis.

Only Sigatoka was present in the arca of Loreto, Concepcion.

Marketing Lorcto bananas presents problems duc to the dis-
tance from the markcet. Attempts to ripe.s them with calcium

carbonate failed duce to the rustic facilities available.

The I.A.N. banana trials were thinnod and fertilizeoed.

TOMATO

CREDICOOP sowed, according te plan, approximately 40 hectarces
of Nozomi and Santa Cruz varicties of tomato. The plants arce

growing well and harvesting should begin by the end of Auqust.



Steps were taken to explore other markets such as Sao Paolo
in Brazil since the usual market for Paraqguay tomatoes is
Argentina (Bucnos Mires) . The present situation in Argen-
tina duc to the Malvinas war is open to gquestion and might

cause problens for marketing tomatoces in Bucnos Alres.

Various visits were made to tomato plantations in order to
obhserve their growth and development. In general, thev are
in good condition, predominantly with problems of virus,
sceptoria leaf spot, stemphvelium (gray leaf spot) and cutworm.,
It should be added that during the month of June the weather
for development of the tonatoes was very poor, rainine for
nearly two woeoks straight with temperatures in the range most

favorable for the growth of fungus.

During the quarter, the subject of tomato discase and pest
control was discussed, and a rough draft of a guide for
identifying some of the discases was prepared. The tomato

fertilization booklet was discussed and revised.

Fortv-three (43) varieties of tomato brought from all over
the world have been planted and they will be transplanted
during the month of July. The bad weather in June restricted

preparations for these trials.,

STRAWHERRY

The strawberry program is limited to rescarch carried out in

the 1.A.M0. and on the Coghlan farm. As mentioned carlier,



CREDICOOP postponed its sowing program duce to problems with
the propagation material. Irrigation, varicties, fertiliza-
tion, mulching, and disecas. control trials arc being carried
out. Usc of plastic had to be abandoned because of trans-
parency of the white plastic (50 microns) and heat absorp-

tion by the black plastic.

The white plastic allowed weeds to grow while the black plastic
heated up so much tnat no plants were able to grow at all,
affecting poth the survival and development of the straw-

berry plants.

In both cases, the plastic proved to be too lightweight,
causing problems with wind in the holes where the secedlings

were planted.

To date, white ants and cutworms are the principal problems

with the strawborries.

CREDICOOP does not have a nineapple program during the first
half of 1982, Activities are limited to resecarch projoects
carried out at I.AMMN, and to be conncected to the Cavena Lisa
pincapple propagation nregram under the auspices ol SFHASE
and a private Yarmer. The undersigned visited this propa-
gation project periodicaliy. Tt is likely that towards the
ond of this year the first pincapple slips can be obtained

for commercial sowineg.
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It should be mentioned that the present condition of this
pinecapple nursery is not very promising. The slips are

emerging in widely diveraent shaves, without much vigor

and somewhat late.



