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I. INTRODUCTION
 

During this quarter, movements of MASI personnel were as
 

follows:
 

Francisco L. Jordan - Production Advisor 3 months 

Jose Vivas - Irrigation Advisor 1 month 

Walter Price - I'roje,-t Dir-ector 10 days 

Ruben Saucedo - Tomato Mci rketinp Ad,' sor 7 days 

With these visits the number of MAS I technicians rises to 12 

with a total of 34 pearson-months. The audiovisual specialists 

were not able to come to Paraquav due to complica Lions regard

ing the type of contract. 

Mr. Pricc airr.iv,-,A in Par aqua-, on April 21st. le discussed 

suggested charup e ; i n lhPR technical assistance propcr-a wit h ATI 

and CREDIC(OU , a:; w.1 as chane, i-n the audiovis.ti ls .ro(jram. 

It is propose, t:!yiit the oai:k t t, i-: k t- beho r_- i Li nq tech niciamn. 

released and a ]on -t ,rm,;pecialist be enqaqed siimilar to Lhe 

one for )roduction. It has; been found thaL shorL-term advisors 

are unable to analvze and resolve a problem as complex as 

http:audiovis.ti


marketing horticultural crops.
 

Mr. Walter Price brought cquipment and supplies for soil testing 

with him which will help CREDICOOP solve the problems which arise 

in this respect. 

A final decision with regard to a contract with the audiovisual
 

technicians now depends on a decision from the AID Contracts
 

Office.
 

II. ADIINISTRATIVE REPORT 

The weekly Monday meetings between AID and CREDICOOP staff
 

members continue on a regular basis. The work already carried
 

out is reviewed and the calendar for the forthcoming week is
 

planned.
 

Various meetings were held with Mr. Walter Price, Mr. Blair 

Cooper and CREDICOOP staff members in ord',1r to revise the 

technical assistance plan, and to di:cuss problems which have 

arisen as well as possible solutions. The contents and schedule 

of visits of specialists which meet in Washington for final 

decision was revised. 

Messrs. Blair Cooper and Jose Dubini made two field trips in 

order to so projects in research and propagation in the 

Nationl ] nstitLu Lu of Aqronomv as wel as on Mr. P. Pi rcchofer's 

farm, the' lat:ter respon:;itle for pineapplo propaqat: ion through 

the iNational Seed Service. 
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Irrigation seminars were hold by Ing. Jose Vivas, and tomato
 

production and marketing seminars given by Mr. Ruben Saucedo.
 

The research schedule through the end of 1982 was revised.
 

Various meetings were held between research staff members in
 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry in order to
 

discuss problems that have arisen in the research plan to be
 

carried out by the National Institute of Agronomy. The
 

research program was ,ra5Lical]v reduced because of lack of 

space (1-nd) and p(orsonnal From I.A.N. Contracts with an 

individual farm (Con h an) will be made in order to carry out 

research in strawberry and tomato. 

III. HORTICULqURAL REPORT 

The horticulturist devoted most of his time to the research
 

program with the National institute of Agronomy (i.A.N.) in
 

Caacup6 and on the privato farm belonging to Miss Rosa Coghlan
 

so as to be able to carry out rosoa ch that could not be done 

in I.A.N. due to lack of space and staff. 

A pesticide compatibility table, adapted from the U.S., was
 

prepared.
 

Photographs were taken of the banana, pineapple, and straw

berry trials at T.A.N.
 

The horticulturist spent various days on field visits with
 



irrigation specialist Ing. Jose Vivas and Ruben Saucedo, the
 

tomato market-i.ng specialist.
 

CREDICOOP's strawherry sowing program was suspended for the 

year 1982. This conclusion was reached after evaluating the 

propaqLation mat:erial and due to the delay in the decision 

to he made amonT CRLIF)[COOP, the National Seed Service and the 

Agricultual E:tension Service. 

this quarta r, trials wero carried out in irrigation,
During 


fertilization, and staking of tomatoes, as well as those in irri

gation, fertilization, varieties, mulching, and disease
 

control in strawberries.
 

This brings the total of trials which CREDICOOP maintains in
 

I.A.N. and the Coghlan farm to 13. This does not include
 

the trial in tomato varieties, the seeds of which are already
 

growing.
 

BANANA
 

The horticulturist attended and participated in two field days
 

on banana. The first was held in Caraguatay, sponsored by the
 

Agricultural Extension Service and the other on Col Oviedo e
 

Ttacurubi's banana plantation Ly CPEIDIDCOOP. The Lanana trees
 

seem to he i.n very good condition, proili5in, a ([oo( 1982 

Ltun and ur ing th monthharvest. rn,, harvest has airpaly 


of June the first part of production was sold Lhlroqh CD.l1)iOOP.
 

Unless adver weather cond i tions; occur like last yoir, it is 

http:market-i.ng


hoped that banana production will be qoodl.
 

The horticulturist rarticipated in three short courses on
 

banana harvesting and packing in Itacurubi and Loreto,
 

Concepcion. The bananas are so big that: it is difficult
 

finding space for the two do:en that are supposed to fit in
 

the boxes.
 

RecomJnendations about fertilization contained in the audio

visual booket were revised. A short course on thinninq
 

banana trees was given to planters in the Loreto, Conceocion
 

area.
 

Various visits were made to banana plantations where problems
 

with diseases had arisen. The main problems were nematode
 

attacks, potassium deficiencies, presence of Siqgatoka (Ces

cospora leaf di sease) and sporadic outbreaks of virosis. 

Only Siga toka was present in the area of Loreto, Concepcion. 

Marketing Loreto bananas presents problems due to the dis

tance from the market. Attempts to ripen them with calcium
 

carbonate failed due to the rustic facilities available.
 

The I.A.N. banana trials were thinned and fertilized. 

TOMATO
 

CRE)I)COOP sowed, according tr plan, approximately 40 hectares 

of Noomi and Santa Cruz varLeties of t:omato. The plant:s are 

growin, well and harvesttinq shoul d begfin bj the end of Auqust. 



Steps were taken to explore other markets such as Sao Paolo 

in Brazil since the isual. market for Paragua, tomatoes is 

Argentina (Buenos Aires). The pre.en C situation in Argon

tina clue to -'ie Malvinai.; war is open to ques: ion and might 

cause porob 1i.(21; for mark t i g tom:i toe!s in huenos Aires. 

Various visits were mado to tomato plantations in order to 

observe their gro.'t:h and development. In general, they are 

in good con(lition, prodominant]1",with problems of virus, 

septoria leaf spot, stem.hv'liur (gray leaf spot) and cutworm. 

It should be add that d-inq thl month of Juno t:h, woathor 

for development of the to:naLoes was very., poor:, ,ini',: 'or 

near ;v two :cks st-ai ight '<-: t~: .'ra tures in tle r nge most 

faorabflor- the ,Jrov.'th of fung1]us. 

During the quarter, the subject of tomato disease and pest 

control was di:,cussed , anA a rough draft of a guide for 

identifyVinI somle of the diseases was prepared. The tomato 

fertil i zat- ion booklet was (li scussed and revised. 

Forty-thr:ee (43) varieties of tomato brought from all over 

the world have been plante(d and they will. be transplinted 

during th(' month of July. 'l'ho bad weather in June restricted 

preparit-ion. , for t ht so trials. 

The ;trawberry program is limited to research carried out in 

the I.A.N. and on the Coqhlan farm. As mentioned earlier, 
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CREDICOOP postponed its sowing program due to problems with 

the propagalt-ion maLtecial. Irr igation, varieties, ferttiliza

tion, mu1chin(o, and (liseas,- c-)ntrol trials are being carried 

out. Use oF plast ic had to be abandoned because of trans

parencv. of- the ..hite plastic (50 microns) and heat absorp

tion bv t:he black plastic. 

The whi to plast-ic allov,%ed weeds to grow while the black plastic 

heated In so much tLnat no plan ts were able to grow at all, 

affecting 1oth the survival and development of the straw

berry nlants. 

In both cases, the plastic proved to be too lightweight, 

causing problems with wind in the holes where the seedlings
 

were planted.
 

To date, white ants and cutworms are the principal problems
 

with the strawberries.
 

P 1 NEAP )LE 

CR-EIDICUO()P does not have2 a nineapple program during the first 

halF o 19(32. Activities are limited to research projects 

ecirfril out at, .,., . and to be conn(ected to th(' CaVena Ilisa 

1)ir (.,,o,-rn I 1" r) nI ices ov.7 

I -,irmor.and .- rivate 'Ie undcrsi(god vi';i.t ((t this propa

(J1 t:i 0 projoct H', io lical . It: is likoly that towards the 

(o1n of tLii:; y Le-the fi r.,t: pine:apple slips can be obtLained 

for commiorci.al]. -owinj. 

http:commiorci.al
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It should be mentioned that the present condition of this 

pineapple nursery is not very promising. The slips are 

emergin, in widely diverc!ent shapes, without much vigor 

and somew.;ha t late. 


