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SUMMARY

Technical assistance was provided to the Office of Family Planning, Ministry
of Health (MOH), in the planning of a nationwide maternal—child health/family
planning survey, which would include contraceptive prevalence data. Four
participants of the South American Spanish Language Workshop on the Analysis
of Contraceptive Prevalence Survey Data, held in Colombia in October 1981,
were from Venczucela. The Venezucela Delegation identified the need for a
family planning survey which would yleld contraceptive prevalence data and
other information needed to evaluate the MOH family planning program. During
this consultation, objectives and specifications of the survey were defined
and a preliminary budyet completed as well as a draft questionnaire discussed.
A proposed timetable and saupling plan was also agreed upon,

This survey would measure changes in fertility and contraceptive use since the
1977 Natfonal Fertflity Survey (NFS) and introduce propram variables not
Included fn the NFS.  The survey would consist of a multi-stage probability
gample of 6,242 houscholds distributed as follows: 1,608 in Caracan
Metropolitan Area, 2,278 in other urban arcas, and 2,296 in rural arcas. Thisg
sampling plan will also yicld 2,287 households in both the Engtoern and Western
Reglons of the country, It {s cetimated that 6,242 houscholds are necessary
to obtain completed Interviews with 4,080 women 15-44 years ol age due to the
expected proportions of unoceupled houscholds and houscholds without women of
fertile age, as well as an incompletion rate of 10 percent.,
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III., AVAILABLE DATA

A. Vital Statistics

Registered births and crude birth rates are shown in Table 1 for the 10-year
period, 1970-1979. The crude birth rate ranged from 36 to 38 per 1,000 popu-
lation during the first 5-year period, and from 36 to 37 per 1,000 during the
second 5-year period. In 1979 the crude birth rate ranged from 21 per 1,000
in the State of Miranda, part of which is included in the Caracas Metropolitan
Area, to a high of 49 per 1,000 in the Southernmost State of Bolivar. Six of
20 states had reported crude birth rates of more than 40 per 1,000. Although
the reported crude birth rate declined slightly in this 10~year period, there
were 88,766 more births in 1979 than in 1970. Obviously, this is because of
earlier high fertility resulting in an increasing number of women of repro-
ductive age during this decade, which will continue into the 1S40s.

The MOH reports that birth registration was more than 90 percent cemplete in
1979. However, only 61 percent of the births reported occurred in 1979.
Another 26 percent haa occurred in 1978, and the remaining 13 percent occurred
prior to 1978. Thus, although birth reporting is almost complete in
Venezuela, there are problems in the timeliness of birth registration, making
birth trends hard to interpret. The most recent independent estimate of the
crude birth rate is from the National Fertility Survey (NFS) carriad out in
1977 as part of the World Fertility Survey program. Estimates from this
survey show the birth rate to be approximately 32 per 1,000 with a range of 29
per 1,000 in urban areas to 50 per 1,000 in rural arcas.

B. Program Data

In 1974 the MOH took over the provision of family planning services from the
Family Planning Association. At that time there were 123 clinics providing
family planning services, including 118 MONl clinics and five clinies in facili-
ties operated by the Social Security Institute. By 1981 there were 794 MOM
facilities offering family planning services.

As shown in Table 2, 89,680 new users were reported in 1981 with over half
having 1UD insertions. Another 39 percent of new users had received oral con-
traceptives, so that the propgram s primarily a two-method program--I1UDs and
orals. There were 325,579 women reported as active users at the end of 1981,
The method distribution of active users {s similar to that of new users. The
nunber of active uscers had increased from 284,220 reported as active at the
end of 1980. The number of active users in December 194 represents 20 per-
cent of currently married women 15-44 years of ape.

C. National Furlil{ij_Surygy (Nﬁﬁ) _ 1977

The NFS wan conducted in 1977 an part of the World Fertility Survey (WFS) pro=
gram. A country report {u not yet avaflable, although one volume of tablew
has been published.  In addition, tn November of 1977 a deneription of the
sample desipn wan printed and fn July 1980, a sunmary of the final report
which will eventunlly be Country Report No. |, wau publinhed,  However, the
emphanin of thin latter report {n on tertility, nuptiality, and exposure to
the risk of pregnancy. All {nformation on une of contraception {n piven {n
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1.

2.

3.

S5

6.

7.

8.

Estimation of the crude birth rate and total fertility rate in each of
five strata:

a. Caracas Metropolitan area (CMA)

b. Urban areas outside of the CMA

c. Rural areas

d. Eastern Region (urban and rural areas combined)
e, Western Region (urban and rural areas combined)

istimate knowledge, pcst use, and current use of coniraception in all
five strata by age group, educational level, marital status, and other
demographic variables.

For women currently using contraception, describe the method and
source of contraception. For women not currently using contracepcion,
investipgate the reason why they are not using contraception. And for
those women who want to space or iimit their families, determine what
method of contraception they prefer, whether they know where to go for
contraceptive services, and their knowledge of availability of those
services.

Define the percentage of women 15-44 years of age that are in nced of
contraception (not currently pregnant and not desiring pregnancy but
not usling contraception for reasons not related to scxual activity or
fecundity), and the proportion of women with unplanned pregnancies, by
parity.

The proportion of women who do not desire any more children and would
consider surgical contraception 8 a permanent metnod of limiting fer-
tility will be determined,

Determine the proportion of women with a history of abortion, including
the percentage of wonen needing medical care and hospitalization fol-
lowing abortion,

Determine the proportion of ever-prepnant women who have used maternal-
child health nervicens, and docwsent the place ot birth tor thelr last

child,

Meatsure bhreatitteeding prevalence and duration,

Specificattonn of the wurvey Inelude:

A multi-ntape probabllity sample of 6,242 houscholds diatributed an
follown: 1,068 tn the Caracan Metropolitan Area and 2,278 in other
urban arcan and 2,296 {n vural arean,  Thin sampling plan will also
yleld 2,087 hounecholdu 1o both the Eantern Kepglon and Wentern Bepgfonn
of the country, The Eantern Replon fneluden the Staten of Anzoateput,
Apure, Bolivar, Guatleo, Mlranda, Monagan, Nieva Faparta, and Saere,
The rematning ontaten are fncluded tn the Wentern Reglon,
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2. It is estimated that 6,242 households are necessary in order to obtain
completed interviews with 4,080 women 15-44 years of age. With 4,080
women of fertile age the 95 percent confidence intervai, including
desipn effect, will be plus or minus 2 perceunt for the variable actual
use of contraception. For the Caracas Metropolitan Area, the confi-
dence interval, including design effect, will be plus or minus 4

percent.

A total ot 6,242 houscholds are necessary to obtain 4,080 complete interviews
due to the percentage of unoccupied households iand households without women of
fertile age expected to be found. According to data from tl.e National Labor
Force Survey, about 11.5 percent of households will be unoccupied, and data
from the 1971 Census show that 16 percent of households will not have a woman
between 15 and 44 years of age. If 10 percent of interviews are incomplete,
the 6,242 households will vield 4,080 complete interviews (the detaiied
calculations are avallable upon request).

The sample design, which will take advantage of the sampling frame used in the
National Nutrition Survey, will have an urban and rural strata outside of the
Caracas Metropolitan Area. Since only 23 percent of the total population is
classified as rural, the rural population will be ovc: sampled so that inde-
pendent estimates can be made for rural arcas as well as for the Eastern and
Western Repions of tue country. 1Tt is important to note that urban/rural
estimates will not be meaningful within the two regions of the country but
ouly on a national basis.

It 1s estimated that flve teams, consisting of three interviewers, one super-
visur, and one driver ecach, can complete the tield work fun 3 months, including
a week of training.

C. Timetable and Proposed Budget

During this visit, a dratft questionnaire, based on the instruments used in
Brazil aand the Westinghousie Model Questionnaire, was discussed with both
officials ot the Offfce of Family Planning and the Division of Statistics. A
hybrid questiounaire, based on these previous questionnaires, was developed
based on these discussions, and a revised dratt of the questionnaire will be
typed and returned to the MOH by the end ot April tor their review,

The proposed timetable for this survey is shown below.
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Month (1982-83) bctivities
March 1) Sample deslign and discusaions with

the Direccion veneral de Estadistica

(DGE) and National Nutrition

Institute concerning sampling {frame.
2) Discussion of draft questionnaire.
3) Preliminary budget/work plan,

May 1) Sample sclection (first stage).
2) Revision of questionnaire.
June 1) Request maps of sampled census
sectors from Natinnal Nutrition
Survey.,
July 1) Pretest questionnaire.
August/September 1) Finalize questionnaire

2) Sample selection (second stage)
using maps of census scctors (first
stage).

October/November 1) Write Interviewer's Manual,
2) Complete field work plan,

January/March 1) Training.
2) ¥i{eld work.

Although the survey timetable could be apeeded up to take place in the last
half of 1982, the MOU was concerned about field work during the rainy season
during the latter half of the year. Since thiu {a the firut survey handled by
the Office of Family Planning, they also wanted a achedule that would leave
ample time for planning purposen,

A preliminary budget wan developed fn collaboration with the Offfce of Family
Planning with the following major 1ine ftems (an Bolivares=-B'an-=4,3 Bolivares
= U.S5. §1.00):

B's

General Coordinator of the Survey 16,000
Field pernonnel, {ncluding Social Sccurity and

Invurance payments 149,728
Per dienm 208,650
Tranuport 55,510
Material 14,120
Datn procenning 46,000
Report 4,200
Other 25,710

TOTAL 539,918
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The total in the preliminary budget of 439,918 Bolivares is equivalent to
about $125,000, a very reasonable budget for 6,000 houscholds in a large
country such as Venezuela. In Lima, a draft budget came to 5$120,000 and at
that time, the MOH did not express any problem in financing a survey of this
magnitude, although they would need technical assistance in all phases of the
survey from planning to training to data processing. llowever, between the
November Contraceptive Prevalence Survey Workshop in Peru and this consulta-
tion in March, the price of petroleum has declined, and the new OPEC alloca-
tion for Venczuela has been reduced from 2.2 million barrels of oil a day to
lo5 million barrels a day. The subsequent decrease in carnings by tne
Venezuelan Government has been reflected in budget cuts in all Ministries.

The Office of Family Planning is poing ahead with thelr proposal to the MOH to
conduct this survey, but they are not as optimistic as they once were tn being
able to obtain all the tunds necessary.  If they olitain at least 50 percent of
tae funds needed to conduct the survey, a backup plan could fnclude the
possibility that Westinghouse Health Systeas pick up the chort-rall bLetween
the tunds allocated by the MOH and the actual cost ot the survey. The U.S.
Embassy/Caracas has no objection to a centrally-tunded intermedtary such as
Westinghouse tunding part ot the survey.  The final declsion would have to be
wade by AlD/Washin ton when nore {ntormation (s known on the availabllity of
funds 1n Venczuela,
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“ Leo Morris, Ph.D., M.P.H,



TABLE 1

Registered Births and Crude Birth Rate
Venczuela, 1970-79

Registered Crude Birth

Year Births ____Rate
1970 392,583 37.8
1971 405,904 38.2
1972 406,120 37.1
1973 405,455 35.9
1974 433,397 37.3
1975 446,110 37.2
1976 462,233 37.4
1977 465,332 36.5
1978 475,824 36.3
1979 481,349 35.6

Source: Oficina Central de Estadistica y
Informatica: Anuario Fstadlstico de
Venezuela, 1979, Tomo IT--Situacion
Demografica, Caracas, Marzo de 1981



TABLE 2

New Users and Active Users, by Method, MOH Family Planning Program
Venezuela, 1981

New Users % Active lsers A
Method 1981 Dist. Dec. 1981 Dist.
1UD 50,822 56.6 179,815 5.9
Orals 34,947 39,0 132,217 40,6
Condom 2,205 ) 8,082 8.6
Others 1,706 1.9 6,465 2.0

TOTAL 89,680 100.0 325,579 100.0



TABLE 3
Venezuela: Currently Married Women Aged 15-44 Currently Using Contraception,
by Residence and Mcthod Used, National Fertility Survey, 1977
(Perceent Distribution)

Residence

Current Usce and Method Total Urban  Rural
Currently Using 46.4 H0. 6 27.8
Sterilization 7.7 A0 3.6
Orals 16,3 0.3 10.8
1UD 8,6 a9.7 3.6
Rhythm 1.0 d0a 2.9
Condom 4.8 6.0 1.4
Withdrawal 1,7 4.9 4.0
Other Methods* 1.3 1.3 1.0
Not Currently Using 63.6 d.4 0.0
TOTAL 100, 0 100, 0 100, 0
Number of Cases 2,280) (1,86%) (W17

*Incledes Injection, diaphragm, and vaginal methods.



TABLE 4

Currently Married Women Aged 15-44 Currentiv Using Contraception,
by Age Group and Method Used, National Fertility Survey, 1977

Current Use and Method

Currently Using

Sterilization
Orals

I

Rhythm

Condom
Withdrawal
Other Methoda*

TOTAL

Number of Casen

Venerzuela

Total  15-19
11 G.d 2700
7. a.n
15. 8 16,41
B.0? o
1.0 K
1.8 1.0
4.7 4.4
1.3 2.0
3.0 21, .')’

. ——

100, 0

(2,280

100.0

) (207)

(Percent Distribution)

4.4
I’). ’?

THIRN

1419, 0

(499)

g,
10,7
11.1

1.7

n o
Voe e

{) «?a. { )

an. o

(512)

9.0
!
noo

Ao li
1.4
47,0

100,9

(415)

:’». “'
)
Jed
1.1
7.0

109,9

(158)

S

100, 0

(269)



TABLE 5

Source of Oral Contraceptives, by Residence, for Current Users,
Currently Married Women Aped 15-44, National Fertility Survey, 1977
Venezuela
(Percent Distribution)

Residence

Source of Orals Total yjhﬂg Rural
Hospital 11.8 10,4 .0
Health Center 18.6 19,4 13,3
Beneficencia 2.6 2.9 2.0
Social Securfty 0.9 1.0 0.0
Private clinic~Physician 3.0 J00 0.0
Pharmacy 61,4 0.9 4.4
Other 1.7 2.0 0.0
TOTAL 100, 0 100.0 100.0

Number ot Casen (349) (304) (45)



TABLE 6

Planning Status of Most Recent Pregnancy, by Selected Characteristics

Selected
Characteristics

of Mother, Currently Married Women Aged 15-44,
National Fertility Survey, 1977, Venezuela
(Percent Distribution)

Total

Residence
Urban
Rural

Age
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-134
35-39
40-44

Parity

o

(= J8 V. I - UC Y I

+

Education*
Nane
<Primary
Primary
“Secondary
wSecondary
Employment
Fmployed

Not emplaoyed

*Excluden seven cases with education unknown.

Planned Unplanned Unknown Total No. of Women
68.9 29.6 1.6 100.0 (2,571)
70.6 a27.9 1.5 100.0 (2,095)
61.6 36.8 1.7 100.0 ( 476)
91.1 8.5 0.5 100.0 ( 213)
82.4 17.1 0.6 100.0 ( 545)
73.4 25.4 1.2 100.0 ( 571)
63.3 36.4 1.3 100.0 ( 480)
6.6 10.4 3.1 100.0 ( 423)
49.3 18.1 a.7 100.0 ( 339)
92.0 7.0 1.9 100.9 { 100)
93.5 6.3 0.7 100.0 ( 493)
"4 13.0 1.6 100.0 ( 494)
6 .0 30,5 0.4 100.0 ( 380)
61.28 37.8 1.0 190.0 (¢ 294)
5.1 4.1 1.8 100.0 ( 222)
10.0 H6.6 Ao d 100, 1 ( 588)
24 16.7 1.9 100.0 ( 372)
£2.9 35,8 1.8 100,0 ( 771)
78,1 6.4 1.4 100.0 ( 761)
B 17,3 0.2 100, 0 ( 452)
78.4 18.8 .09 100.0 ( 208)
7ho i) 2. 1.1 100,0 ( 567)
67,0 31.1 1.7 100.0 (2,004)



TABLE 7

Minimum Percentage of Women in Need of Family Planning Services*,
by Residence and Selected Characteristics of Currently
Married Women Aged 15-44, National Fertility
Survey, 1977, Venezuela

Selected . Residence
Characteristics __Total _ .. Urban Rural
Total 8.5 (4,361) 6.9 (3,708) 17.8 (653)
Age
15-19 0.9 (1,312) 0.6 (1,125) 2.7 (187)
20-24 4.2 ( 979) 3.4 ( 854) 9.6 (125)
25-29 3.7 ( 724) 7.4 ( 607) a21.4  (117)
30-34 16,1 ( 536) 11.9 ( 444) 30.4 ( 92)
35-39 18.8 ( 452) 16,0 ( 374) 2.1 (78)
40~44 22.9 ( 358) 20,7 ( 304) 38.9 ( 54)
Parity
0 J.3 (1,866) 5 (1,676) 0.0 (190)
1 1.8 ( 512) 1.8 ( 447) 1.5 ( 65)
2 7.0 (0 497) v.8 (0 437) 1.7 ( 60)
3 17,8 ( 381) 0.1 ( 318) 14.3  ( 673)
4 17.0 ( 295) .9 ( 228) 23.9 (87
5 18.9 ( 222 12,2 ( 176) 21,7 ( 46)
6+ 30.0 (1 588) 27,0 (0 426) d5.1  (162)
Education
None 20,0 (42 17,0 (252) 2801 Q1D
“Primary 16,0 (1,051) 15.8 ( 776) 20,0 (275%)
Primary 6.1 (1,185) 6.0 (1,065) 5.7 (120)
“Secondary 2.7 (1,169) 2.6 (1,098) 1.2 (71)
»Secondary 2.9 ( 520) 2.6 (0 504) ko (106)
Employment
Fmployed 7.4 (1,069) 1.0 ( 987) 9.4 ( 82)
Not Employed 9.8 (3,292) 7.0 (2,721) 18,9 (571)
(T.vl)_u' ol “l[i_()_l)
Married 1.7 (1,754) J07 (F,490) LJasl o (269)
Common-1.aw 17,0 ¢ 961) 1ol 71731) ddod o (230)

Momen deffned as in need of fam{ly plauning services {f they were
not currently pregnant and did not want any more children and
were not sty any contraceptfve method for reasons not related
to subfecundtty or sexual activity.

MrLesn than 29 cases.

NOTE:  Numbers fn parentheses Indiecate the number of women,



