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SUMMARY

Dr. Charles H.C., Chen of the Family Planning Evaiuation Division (FPED) of the
CDC was assigned by CDC, in collaboration with the Johns Hopkins University,
to visit Beijing in August 1981 to discuss a collaborative research pruject
wita the Beijing Medical College. He visited prospective study sites,
inspected the health statistics and record systems, and obscerved the field
operation of the family planning program. He also discussed the feasibility
of a collaborative rescarch project with the related faculty members of
Beijing Medical College and the authorities of related government
ingtitutions. Two research proposals were prepared and submitted to the
Population Council and the Rockefeller-Ford Foundation, respectively, for
grants,

Upon completion of tasks at the Befjing Medical College, Dr. Chen was
requested by the World Health Organization (WHO) to teach demography and

family planning evaluation to family planning personnel at the National Center
for Training Family Planning Personnel in Nanjing, China. The conpultant

report of this mission 18 attached as an Appendix.
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I. PLACES, DATES, AND PURPOSE OF 'fRAVEL

Beijing (Peking), China, August 13-31, 1y8l: to discuss & collaborative
research program between CDC anc tne Johns Hopkins University with Beijing
Medicai College. In addition to discussions with the authorities of Beijing

Medical College and related governmental institutions, field trips were made
to both an urban residential area and a pcople's commune to observe the field

operation of the family planning programs and review the health statistics
data system.

Nanjing (tanking), China, September 1-October 1, 1981: at the request of WHO,
to teach demography and family planning evaluation to family planning ’
administrators at the National Training Center for Family Planning Personnel.
I1. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS

A. Beiljing Medical College

1. Dr. Peng, Zuci-Tsung, Vice President

2. Dr. Liu, Sih-Jieh, Dean, School of Public Health

3. Dr. Lee, Ten-Lin, Director, Dept. of Medical Sociology, Schooi of
Public¢ Health

4, Dr. Wang, ShaoXian, Deputy Lirector, Dept. of Medical Sociology,
School of Public Health

B. mninistry of dealth, The State Council

1. Dr. Cunien, Hsin-Chung, Minister

C. Family Planning Commissions, The State Council

1. Mr. Yu, Wang, kxecutive Secretary
2. Mr. lisiau, Zhen-Yu, Director, Planning and Finance Division

D. National Center for Training Famlily Plonning Personnel

l. HMr. Wang, Kang, Secretary General

E. Office of Unritea Natious in Bedjing

1. dric Goon, WwHO kepresentative in Beljing

2, Mrs. 5irt Melchior-Teitlier, United Netions Fund for Population
Activitices (UNFPA), Regional Coordinator

3, MNs. Joan Ann Kaufman, UNFPA Program Officer

I11. BACKGROUND
In 1960-81, Dr. ShaoXian Wang, Deputy birector of the bepartment of Soclal

Medicine and Health Statistics of the Beijing Medical College, visited the
ramily Planning kvaluation Division (FPED) of CLUC and the Department of
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Population Dynamics of the Johns Hopkins University School of lygiene and
Public Health (JHSPH) as a United Nations Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA) fellow., During her visit of several months all parties expressed
interest in undertakiug a collaborative study that would contribute to an
understanding of reproductive health issues and contraceptive practice in the
People's Kepublic of China (PRC) as well as foster continuing research
collaboration among the related institutions. As a result, Dr. Charles H.C,
Chen of FPED was assigned by CDC, in collaboration with JHSPlH, to visit
Beijing in August 1981 to discuss more concrete research ideas with the
authorities of the Beijing Medical College and related government
institutions, le also visited prospective study sites.,

One of the projects sponsored by UNFPA in China is designed to establish
training centers for family planning in Nanjing and elsewhere in China to
train trainers who, in turn, will train about 70,000 full-time family plamning
workers at the commne level and above, After finishing his mission with
Beijing iledical College, Dr. Chen was loaned to the World lHealth Organizatin
(WHO) as a demographic consultant on a 4-week assignment to teach demography
and family planning evaluation at the National Family Planning Training Center
in Nanjing.

IV. BEILJING HMEDICAL COLLLGlE - COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS
A. Introduction

The taculity members of Beijing fedical College, such as the key staff of the
Department of Medical Sociology and Health Statistics, Dean ot the School of
Public Health, and Vice President of the College, were visited to discuss
details ot possible collaborative rescearch projects on reproductive health and
family plamming. Discussion included identification of major rescarch issues
so as to determine study topics, methodology, organization of field work, and
budget.

The Beljing Meaical College has two teaching and demonstration sites, one in
an urban arca and one in a rural arca--Si Chen bistrict is an urban arca
consisting of 10 townships with a population of about B0O,000; ruratl Shun-Yi
County consists ol 29 communes with about 450,000 population and 1s situated
in a northwest suburh of Berjging City,

To obscrve field operation ol the birth planming program and the data
cotlection anda record=keeping system at local levels fn detaid, tield trips
were made to visit a Residential Council (Si-Chen District, Si-Chang-in
Township, Si-Lien=Tz Residentlal Council) of about 3,000 population in central
Betjing City; and a People's Commune (Shun=Yi County, Yang-Chen Commune) of
19,220 population located about 100 mlles northwest of Bedjing City., In
addition, a trip was made to a teaching hospital of the Medical College to
examine the health record system,





http:1'a'th;,.Mr
http:agonci.es




APPENDIX

CONSULTANT REPORT ON TRAINING OF FAUILY PLANNING PERSONNEL
IN DEMOGRAPHY AND FAMILY PLANNING EVALUATION

Charles H.C. Chen, Ph.D.*

As a8 WHO consultunt on loan from CDC, I was assigned to conduct training in
demography and famiiy planning evaluation for family pianning pcrsonnel from
national, provincial, and county levels of the Pcople's Republic of Cnina, at
the Nanjing Training Center, and to help prepare training curricula and
materials for the training courses under the project CPR/80/r02.

The detalls of the training course are as follows:

(1) Period and Place of Training

Actual traianing started on Scptenber 8 and ended on September 25,
1981. Onmitting two Sundays, there was a total of 16 working days.

since the construction of the Training Center is not yet completed,
tne training took place in "pPei-Chi Ke,” a necat, quict guest houue
Jocated in tiwe suburb ot Nanjing ¢lty. With a large classtoom,
dormitory for male and female participants as well as dining and
Litcheu services, U ig an 1deal accomodation for training
participants tron distant places

(2) Participants

A total ot 3% reyular participants attended the training uessions,
[n addition, o teachers trom tae colleges and universitles in Hanjing
attended the senntons of their tnterest during the trmning period,

The vackground and personnl characteristicn of the regusay
purtdcapants are snown o table 1 oon the tollowliuy, pape,

ppemoprapher, Frogran Evaluastion pranch, Fawily Pianning Evaluation bivision,
Centorn {o1 DMevase Control, Atlanta, Geovgin, UJhA,



TASLE 1
Background and Personal Characteristics of
praining Participants, ilanjing, Scptember 1931

Number of
Background and personal Characteristics pParticipants

Total Participants 35
Administrative Level

Province 3

Prefecture 5

City 6

County 10

Training, Center 11

Current Work
Comminication & Publicity 1
Family VPlanning Administrator
Family Planning Technician
Teachev
Librarian
Interpreter
Other

— L LW WD

Field of Specialization

tot speciticd 12
Medicais Science Y
Liberas Arts 7
Finance, Math, & Statistics 3
Forelignr Language 3
Chemisiry 1
Years of Fawily pPlanning Work
less than 3 years 22
3-6 years 2
7 years or more 10
Educational lLevel
Colleye 18
Hiph School 16
iidale sechool 1
Age of Participants
20-29 7
30-3Y 14

LO=4Y 14



(3)

(4)

Forms of 71raining

Tralning was conducted wainly through lectures, group discussiouns,
provlem sessions, and presentation of spccial topics. Lectures were
given cach morning in two | and 1/2 hour sessions, Ou two or three
afternoons, group discussions and/or problem sessions were
conducted. On the remaining afternoons, I lectured on special
topics.

The nmain coursce content was presented during tectures. All lectures
were taped and later typed for use as training curricula and
material tollowing review and revision. ‘itte class was divided into
three groups for discussion, with 11 or 12 participants in each
group. Each ygroup vas given a subject to discuss and was requested
to submit a brief summary report on the conclusion ot the
discussion, Llndividual participants were assipned exercises, 'tne
answers were reviewed, cownmented on, cortrected, and returned to each
participant. ‘The Center's staff was responsible for these tasks,
Special topics werce either requested by the participants or were
based on my own juagement of the participunt's need for the concept
or knowledge.

Beief Description of Course Content

The course on dewograpny contarned philoscphy and wethodology of
population studies at an introductory level, ‘The philosophy portion
euphasized population theory, problems and policy, while the
methodology portion included data coslection, measurements of size,
structure, distcibution, vital rates, population, mobility, ana
population estimates and projections,

Evaluation rescarch of family planning programs included ovjectives,
content, and methods.  The concepts ol why, waat, and how to
evaluate tne progress and perrormance ot rawily planning programs
were Introduced.  in addition, wmanagement of evaluative work and
ways to improve the quality of data were also emphatized,  Finadly,
an overvicw ot current situations of tamtly plannfup programs in the
developing woild, espectally in the Yar Fast, were piven,

Subjects related to current populatlon problems, the once-chitd
faraly peofey or China, ana other currently important topies dealt
with in tauily planulng cevaluation research, were brought up tov
group discussion, Heasurements ot growth, structure, vital rates of
population, and compilation of orlpinal data tor cross=-tabulatod
tavles were avsipned as individual exercisen.
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Since the strengthening of family planning service statistics and
evaluation (CPR/80/r05) is the main companion project of the
training center, one of the major roles of participants would be
either to handle or to teach lower level personnel to collect,
compile, and report service statistics. For the training to be
functionally oriented, a course or a subcourse appropriately dealing
with the skill of data collection (i.e., sampling, design of
questionnaire and data form, technique of interviewing, methods of
data compilation) and ways to improve data quality is suggested as
an addition to tne training sessions already scheduled. In
particular, I would recommend the marginal punched card system at
either the production vrigade or people's commune or county level of
administration at wnich most data collection and compilation is
administered. The wmarglnal punched card system woulu be the least
complicated system for data compilation; it will also be usced as the
means to control and regulate the process of data collection as
well, 1t is suggested that such a system be initiated in the
teaching and demonstration arca of the center, through which
participants may learn it and implement it in their own places atter

training.

To improve cfticicency of training, in general, participants with as
much similar backyround as possible are to be piaced in the same
class tor training. Participants with similar lines ol work share
comnon intcerests, and people with similar education or ficlds of
specialization nave comparable ability to learn. ‘Thus, course
curriculum is casier to prepare, topics to be cmphasized are casicer
tc be arranged, and participants gain a better understandiny ot
pertinent supjects. On the other hang, participants in the same
class shouia be recruited from as wide n peographical arca as
postible, to that they would have a chance to broaden their views by
excianglny fdeas and experiences througn intra-class interaction
during tratning.

Althouph the site of the Tratning Center wiil have to be determinea
and the building constructed, tor turther improvenent oi tvaining 1
recommend: (1) « tforary with sufticient books ind references to be
entablished, (2) audio=-visual and computation equipuwent as well as
typing and reproduction services to be tully utilized for trarniny,
(3) statt ot the Center will be orpanfzed and serve an teaching
aspintantu, and (4) recreational facilitfes will be avatlable for
participants to do physlcal exercises,



