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INTRODUCT ION

I was hired in April 1979 to advise staff members of the
Radio Education Teacher Training Project (RETT) in the
development of a self-instructional tecacher training text.
This text would accoupany 150 hours of radio breadcasts
which would be used te train primary school tcachers in the
remote arcas of Nepal. Concuirent with my arrival in Nepal,
I began working on threc projects:

1. Designing a workshop to train RETT staff in the
specification and writing of sclf-instructional materials,

2. Developing an assessuent instrument to mecasure the
s8kills of primary teachers in Nepali language and math,

3. Studying Ncpali language and producing samples of
self-instructional materials to field test with rural
teachers. A description of cach of these projects is given
below: '

METHOD
1. gelf-Ingtructional Material Writing Woikshop

The workshop was began in July, 1979 and continued
untill September 21, Ten Prejeet staff and 4% guests from the
Ministry of Education and Culturc, the Curriculum Development
Center and Janak Kducational Materlal Center paiticipated,
A description of workshop objuctives and an agenda is
inclosed in Appcndicces A and B.
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hours per day with a private tutor for 18 months.

Simultancously, I began working with RETT staff develop=-
ing sample materials to fielC test with rural teachers.
During this phase samplc materials from the three core
subject areas = Education, Math, and llepali languagc were
prepared. Thesc were cvaluated with teachers in all four
Development Regions of Nepal. Tecachers involved in this
work also reprcsented both hill and plain areas of the
Kingdom.

At this time, I also began developing, -ith RETT staff
members, a self-instructional manual to tcach RETT primary
teuchers how to put together and operatc their solar collector
panel, rechargcable battery, cexternal antcnna, and UNICEF
radio. Since many of our tcachers had never operated a radio,
this was quitc a challcnge. Onec again tcachers from all
four Development Pegions, a5 well as hill and plains arcas
participated in thic cvaluation. This ficld testing was
also used as an oppIrhu ity Lo begin developing the style
of illustrations which would be uscd in subscquent materials,

During this phasc I also had an opportunity to visit
many rural primary sche-ls and to talk with “cachers about
their teaching problcms and about the kinds of things they
would likc to lcarn about in their teachor training program,
I also had an opportunity to annlyze the tonching methodology
currently being uscd in the rural cchools nnd to obscrve the
range of proficicncy with which the teachers luplemented
the children's primary school cui riculuu,

BESULTG

The results of work in theso threo aruns conibined with
work going on in other purts of tho projoct suggested
major rovisions in thc instruetional systuin usced in RETT and






instructional materials, Teachers seemed to have fairly
good comnand of the vocabulary used in these textbook, but
the writing would have to be non-tcchnical and the sentences
short and si.uple. Samples of uatcrials developed by the
RETT staff are included in Appendix C, Section b,

3. It was clear from ficld testing that it would be very
difficult for the tcachers to successfully compile the
romplicated solar systeu, with c¢xternal antenns, and rechar-
geable battery storage systeir called for in the project
paper. Tcachers were very confused and frustrated by the
operation of the radio alouac, when th¢ solar systeia was
added, it becamc impossible. It also became apparent that

& short deuonstration grently facilitated this procedure.
Thas, th. sclf-instructionnl manual was podificd to a
demonstration checklist which would be done by prinary
school supcrvisors., A systecu wns sct up to train them in
the prepcr usc of the radio. The reuninder of the solar
system wns dropped in favor of drycell batteries, which also
proved to be chonper thhn the solar system. The external
antenna was also discardcd.

L, It was also readily apparcnt frow obscrving teachers in
the ficld and thlking with thew that the RETT training
progran should focus on tcaching teachers the practical
basic skills nceded to i.pliinnt the prinry school
curricului. Unfortunttcly the curriculun which had beon
devclopud for the tradning progran was far uorc theorstical
than practical. It was 2lso too mubitious for the 10 month
training poriod which would be available to KETY. The
curriculu. would hnave to be coupletely rewritten, I began
working with RETT projuct staff to rewiite the curriculun,
This proved to be n lomy couplex proccss snd took more thon
a yonr to complete. A detniled deseription of the contont
of the finnl curriculun snd the procudurc which wng uscd to
duvalop 1t can b found In Appundix C,
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A system of ongoing formnative cevaluation had to be developed
to provide practical feedback to writers., The fecdback-
training method which I organized hclped deal with this
problci. The feedback-training procedurc is described in
Appcndix D,

UMMARY

Thus, my responsibilities changed during the evolution
of the project., Instead of working just with the self-
in%tructional materials writers and with that portion of the
project, my time was spent in far morc general aspects of the
program., My mnjor responsibilitles were the developnent of
& practieal intcgrated primary school curriculun and the
coordinatinn of the production of the RETT instructional
packagc.  Not only did I help sclf-instructionnl material
writers with developrent of their 950 prpes of naterials,
but I also atteupted to coordinnte the activitics of the
produccrs, scriptwritcers, illustrators, and cditors as well.
My efforts to integrate the various nspects of the RETT
instructional unit rosulted in the development of the
focdback-training systen,

RECOMYENDAT IONS

A nunber of REIT staff nombers have doveloped good skills
in thu preparation and production of a rudio cduention program,
I would roccommend thnv those strong staff members be allowed
to continue to work topother in the desipn and developrunt
of ndditionnl tradning proproas using this thatruetionnl
modin. T would speeifically suppest that these writors
move quickly into working on roatorinds to teneh ehildren
basic skilla ouver the rodio. Hopnl eould prontly benofit
from thios typo of instructionnl syston and it would bo a
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perfect complement to the radio based teacher tralning
Programg '

The writers who continuc working with the RETT project
wils nced continued support and assistancc from teacher
cducators who are expericnecl in the design and writing of
practicnl, siuple curriculuul nmaterinls and teaching lessons,
If such persorf@larc available in Nepnl, they should be
enlled upon to assist corc REIT staff in the development of
now radlo based teaching projeets,



APPENDIX A
Self-Ingtructional Matg;;a;g Development Seminar

Instructor: Kathleen M. Krumhus, Ph.D
Duration : 6 wceks
Suppo: v aterialss The Preparation of Self-Instructional Programmes

(INNOTECH), Published by SEAMEO, Bangkok,
Thailand, 197k,

Preparing Instructional Objectives, Robert
F, Mager, 1962, Fearon Publishers, Inc,,
Palo Alto, California,

Writing Worthwhilec Objectives, Julia Vargas
Principles of Dircet Instruction, Carnine

Principles of Programmed Instruction,
Holland, et el

L1 Germinal Papers, Personalized Sygtems of
Instruction, Ed: Sherman

Assorted Papcers

Terminol Objectives:

Following complction of this training programme members of

the writing committce will:

1.

2,

3.

b,

5

Have writton samples of lincnr, branching, dircet instruction
and Personalized Systems of Instruetional matcrials, and
evaluated themw brscd on learncer performance,

Have succceesfully differcentinted between exnmples of good
and pcor units in cneh of the above prograuning style.

Umve developued and adwinistered proe and post teats for
each of the programming styles wentioncd nbove.  (Including
at lcnst one exauple off eriterion refercencod tosts. )

Hove re-written sclf instructionnl uatorinls basced on
dnta obtaianed from nduinistering posttests and within
programme student perfornnncco,

Have successfully incorporated proupts, fading, teaching
and togting frames into the materinl theyt!ve develuped,
(as dofincd by luarned porformance. )






