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I. Executive Summary

The first purpose of the project was to demonstrate that greater
development of renewable energy--solar, wind, fire wood, and biogas-­
could reduce Mali·s dependency on fossil fuels and human energies. The
second purpose was to help Mali develop the capacity to carry out this
development by strengthening Mali's Solar Energy Laboratory.

The project was designed by AID in 1978 and organized in four phases.
Phase I would, by fast installation for four photovoltaic pumps, demon­
strate a practical application of solar energy. During Phase I, the
existing Malian Solar Energy Laboratory would be strengthened by construction
of a new building, the purchase of new equipment, and the training of personnel
so that the Lab would be able to test or to develop renewable energy
products responsive to the needs identified in the energy survey of Phase II.
In this second phase, a socio-economic survey would be conducted in 25
representative villages to determine energy needs and usage, local energy
resources, and village level abilities to maintain and repair renewable
energy apparatus that seemed likely to be given priority by the results
of the survey. In Phase III, prototype apparatus would be placed in
selected survey villages and records kept of its use and maintenance by
villagers who had been trained in its operations and service. In Phase IV,
analysis of field records would determine which technologies and products
had the greatest potential for financial and economic benefits.

A favorable evaluation of phases I and II and of preliminary plans and
budgets for phases III and IV was made a condition of proceeding to these
latter phases. This is the report of the evaluation originally scheduled
for June 1980, but because of project delays, concluded in April and May of
1982, 44 months after the project began. It includes recommendations for
Phases III and IV.

The evaluation is favorable and project continuation is recommended, not
because of entirely satisfactory performance in Phases I and II, but because
the problems have largely been corrected and because there is clear promise
of success in the next two phases. Indeed, in mid-1980 the project seemed
doomed to failure. The early start pumps had not been installed, equipment
had not been delivered, no plans had been made for Lab construction, coordin­
ation between Malian agencies and between AID and the Solar Energy Lab was
strained and ineffective.

Then, largely because the hire of a broadly competent resident consulting
engineer for the Lab helped its Director to lead others to better efforts,
the project turned round. The work of the Lab is approaching--and in some
areas has reached--the highest level to be found in the other national
laboratories in the Sahel. The Lab has sought and apparently will be
granted authority to become self-supporting to a significant degree. It has
already been approached by potential clients in the resident international
agencies and is seeking other consultant or product development work. Two
or three of its products have commercial potential and, in three instances,
local entrepreneurs are assessing the prospects for profit-making enterprises.
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The socio-economic survey was well conducted in spite of the initial
problems and its results should prove valuable in establishing priorities
for future research and product development. Administration of the Lab
has improved remarkably and the prospects for comparable improvement in
project management by USAID/Mali appear excellent. Funds are available
to proceed wi th the next two phas'es of the project about as pl anned.
Project performance conforms to the criteria for continuation that were
formally agreed to by representatives of the governments of Mali and of
the United States in 1978 and meets, as well, the several criteria for
successful project performance subsequently applied by USAID/Mali.

The project should, therefore, proceed to phases III and IV with forr.al
amendment to the project agreement on the changes in goals and procedures
as may be adopted after consideration of the recommendations that follow.
The new Lab should be built and equipped.

-2-



I I. PREFACE

The Mali Renewable Energy Project Paper requires that an evaluation
of the project be carried out prior to the start of its third phase. An
objective of the evaluation, as stated in the Project Paper is, liTo
determine whether the Solar Energy Laboratory is an effectively functioning
organization capable of performing its role in the overall program."

The scope of work for the evaluation (shown in Annex C) gave emphasis
to assessment of the technical capability of the Lab, including: the
records of tests of prototypes; the cost and performance characteristics
of these prototypes; an examination of equipment use and maintenance;
examination of insolation and weather data; the quality of technical
assistance provided to the Lab; the quality of Lab management; the level
of socio-economic survey; commitment of the Lab to the socio-economic
survey; and the relevance of the Lab's R&D program to rural needs as
identified by preliminary Lab findings. The evaluation was to include
assessment of the long-term viability of the Lab in relation to other
donor activity (particularly the Centre Regionale d'Energie Solaire
(CRES); its capacity to become self-supporting; and the structure to assure
coordination with other on-going programs elsewhere in Mali and in West
Africa.

In reviewing the draft Scope of Work for the evaluation, the Laboratory's
Director suggested that the evaluation team examine the socio-economic
survey in more detail (Bamako 1808). The eval uation covered some of the
questions needed to assess the validity and accuracy of the Phase II
village studies, a task which the Project Paper had assigned to a second
evaluation to take place six months after the end of Phase II.

The Grant Agreement was signed in August of 1978, and the
evaluation took place between roughly 12 April and 22 May of 1982,
after 44 months of project activity.

The evaluation team reached agreement on most matters, and on only one
issue, that of whether the Lab should give high priority to achieving a
measure of self-support, are opposing views presented.

The basic question is to what degree the market place should effect the
Lab1s priorities for the development of technologies, products and services.
The Renewable Energy Project design, it can be argued, gave emphasis to the
judgement of experts in energy, economics, and sociology as their
recommendations would guide the conduct and analysis of results of a
socio-economic study in representative villages. Several of the reccommen­
dations of this report are based upon the anticipated results of this
study; specific priorities are recommended for the Lab1s future research and
product development. Another view is that these judgements should be
tempered to greater degree by finding out - from a range of prospective
clients - what people are ready to pay for and what the government and its
donor agencies are willing to subsidize. The answer to this question seems
critical to the future of the Laboratory for, unless other sources of income
can be found during the next two years, the Lab seems likely to be in financial
difficulty after USAID support ceases.

-3-



The evaluation team comprised:

The team was guided by advice from the USAID/Mali evaluation office, headed
by Robert Shoemaker. The staffs oT the AID mission and of the Solar Energy
Laboratory were extremely helpful. The team would especially like to thank
M. Chieckna Traore, Director of the Lab; Jon Anderson, AID's Energy Project
Director, and Terry and Carol Hart. The report of Jerry Cashion, USAID
anthropologist, was of particular help. The broad rance competence and
cheerful willingness of Maimouna Dienapo made the work a pleasure. The insights
of several Peace Corps Volunteers and former Volunteers helped to place findings
in perspective; namely David Benefal, Roy Speed, Gehart Behrens, Tom Mirbi,
and especially, Craig Burke.

In res.ponsebQth to a reouest by the AID mission and to specified AID format,
recommendations are presented in several ways and in several places; briefly
in the executive summary, more fully in section Vwhere they are qrouped
according to the category of recommendations, e.q. to the laboratprv. to AID.
etc. They are presented again in Section VI where they are grouped by priority
of recol111lendati on. In Appendix A, the secti on 'tLessons Learned" presents
certain recommendations in still another form. .

Management, Team Leader (VITA)
Economist (ORGATEC)
Energy (USAID/REDSO/WA)
Anthropologist (USAID/REDSO/WA)

Richard Graham
Papa Fall
Cl arence Kooi
Frances Stier
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III. INTRODUCTION: BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT AND ITS EVALUATION

A. Puroose of the Evaluation,

There were at least four perspectives for the evaluation:

1. The primary purpose of the mid-project evaluation, as defined
in Section 5.2 (b) of the Project Agreement, was to determine
whether to proceed to Phase III and IV of the project and to
base this decision upon performance, under the terms of the
agreement, in Phases I and II of the Project. Another purpose
of the evaluation, as stated in the Project Agreement, was to
develop recommendations for project modifications on which
common accord can be reached for Phase III and IV, and from
which preliminary plans can be drawn and cost estimates can
be made. It is therefore a purpose of this evaluation to
submit specific recommendations for project modifications and,
in less binding ways, to make suggestions for project improvement.

2. The purpose of the evaluation, as specified in the Statement
of Work was that of assessing the performance of the Solar
energy Laboratory, the survey of village level energy needs,
the energy plans of the Malian Government, and those of Sahel ian
energy organizations in order to decide whether to proceed,
not only with Phase III of the project, but also with a
major part of Phase II - the construction of a new solar energy
Laboratory.

3. In interviews with the AID Mission Director and members of
his staff, it was suggested that the evaluation team determine
whether the project meets several other priority criteria of
the mission.

a) that the project will not overtax AID/Mali's administrative
resources.

b) That the project will increase the overall coherence of
USAID/Mali's development assistance, that it would, for
example, be of assistance with the energy needs of other
USAID supported projects.

c) that the Solar Energy Laboratory will become the agency
having principal responsibility for renewable energy
development in Mali.

d) that the Laboratory management be capable, at the end of
USAID's technical assistance, of carrying out its antici­
pated responsibilities.

e) that there be reasonable likelihood after USAID support
ceases that the Lab will be assured of sufficient funds to
continue operation, whether from the revenues of the Malian
government, from donor agencies, or from income produced
by the Lab from consultant contracts, royalties from
product development, or from other goods or services.

f) that work of the Lab foster private sector enterprise
development or at least not have inhibitory effect on
same.
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g) that the Lab will complement rather than duplicate or
compete with the efforts of CRES, the Centre Regional
d'Energie Solaire that will, according to present plans,
be located at Bamako.

h) that the costs of Laboratory construction will not exceed
current budgets.

4. AID's officer for renewable energy development in the Sahel
asked that the cost and performance of the renewable energy
products tested or developed by Ma1i 1 s Lab be examined in
light of their potential for use in other Sahel ian countries.

B. Method of Evaluation

1. The evaluation team conducted interviews with:

o most of USAID/Mali personnel
o most of the personnel of the Solar Energy Laboratory
o personnel at the Ministry of Industrial Development and

Tourism
o village leaders and other personnel involved with the socio­

economic survey and product test in the San, Nioro, and
Dilly regions.

o four representatives of the Ecole Nationa1e des Ingenieurs,
Ecole Norma1e Superieure, Institut d'Economie Rura1e.

o representatives of other organizations, including
Machinisme Agricole, FED, Elf Solaire, Aqua Viva, ENDA, TAMS,
Africare, Union Nationa1e des Femmes du Mali, CARE and the
Wor1 d Bank.

2. The team examined the performance of the Solar Energy Laboratory;
its personnel, programs, equipment, and facilities were examined
in detail. Field trips were made to examine installations in
the San region, the Nioro region and at Dilly, Samaka and
Mori babougou.

3. Technical reports, survey results, operational documents, and
financial documents were examined. The operation of equipment in
the field and in the Laboratory was observed.

4. The team leader assigned each section or subsection of the
report to a team member. Si nce ti me was 1imited and some
sections had not been edited when three team members left Mali,
there are differences not only in style, but in the emphasis
that each member of the team wanted to give to the section he
or she authored. We have therefore noted the author of each
section in the table of contents.

5. As noted in the preface, there was little disagreement among
the members of the team, but on these three issues, there was
a difference of view: 1) whether the Lab should give priority
to producing income; 2) whether the new Laboratory buildings
should be constructed without a brief review of the design; and
3) whether to take into account other criteria that members of
the USAID/11a1i /·1ission say will be applied in deciding the priority
to be given to continuation of the project. An effort has been
made to present both sides fairly and in a way that will lead to
closer examination of issues that are likely to be debated in
other USAID projects.

-6-



C.. Project Goals and Pur oses (quoted from the original Project
Oescri pt, on *: liThe two bas i c purposes of thi s project are (a)
to improve the quality of life in Mali t particularly in the rural
areas t by energizing tasks that are now largely accomolished by
human muscle power and; (b) to contribute to the alleviation of
Malian dependence on increasingly costly fossil fuels and firewood
with its negative economic and ecological consequences. A third
purpose is to gain a better understanding t based on close obser­
vation of the social and economic consequences of introducing
renewable energy technologies in rural Africa. 1I

D. Project Strate9o?; Summarx (Quoted from the original Project
Oescr;pt;on):To accomplish these goals, the project proooses a
coordinated program--involving up to eight Malian agencies--of
institutional support t applied research and development t village
surveys, and field demonstrations in over twenty sites. In sum,
the project aims to prepare Mali to introduce renewable energy
technologies in rural areas on a wide scale.

"Two types of preparation are required. First of all t there
must be a sustained effort to adapt proven applications to the
Malian situation. The substitution of local for imported materials
used in the fabrication of various devices will be as important
as making design modifications that increase durability under
Malian conditions. Secondly, while the hardware is being adapted,
efforts must also be made to determine effective ways for village
groups or family units to take over the ownershipt operation and
basic maintenance of the new devices. Both types of preparation
will have to be successfully completed for each new technology
before it will be possible to consider it for wide-scale distribution
to villages t not only in Mali, but possibly elsewhere in the
Sahel as welL

"The project consists of five distinct phases. An in-depth
evaluation of research and development work accomplished by the Solar
Energy Laboratory in Phase II will be required before the project
proceeds to Phases lIlt IV t and V. **

"The fi rst phase wi 11 have two parts. One will cons is t of
material, technical and training support for the Solar Energy
LaboratorYt the primary recipient, and for the National School of
Engineering, the Ecole Normale Superieure, and the Central Veter­
inary Laboratory. The second part will involve the installation of
four pumps powered by arrays of photovoltaic cells.

"These pumps will be placed in the ground at the beginning of
the project for two reasons. One is to provide a demonstration.
effect t to show that the project has as one of its main purposes
the production, from solar energy, of goods and services for
use by the rural population. The second reason is to gain experience
from the use of photovoltaic pumps under harsh climatic and
physical conditions. The lessons learned in the realms of equipment
durability, technical performance and social use would be applied in
the more carefully preoared tests that follow in a later phase of
the project. Since each proposed demonstration would take place
under the aegis of an existing institutional program, risks regarding

* In the Paragraph cited here and in II. O. 1.
** Phase V was not funded in the REPPP, but was to be authorized separately.
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supervision and maintenance would be minimized.

IIIn order to capture the informational lessons of these lIearly
starts", technical and socio-economic data will be gathered at each
site. This information will be of value in structuring the broader
survey effort that is contemplated in Phase II. Three short-term
specialists--an energy scientist, a social scientist, and an economist-­
will develop a scope of work and methodology, in consultation with
the Mal ian agencies concerned for gathering lI early start" data and
making it available.

liThe four early starts would have different uses. Two would be
installed in the zone of the Mali Livestock II project, one at
Kamodibo, near Dilly, and the other in the village of Demba Diawara,
15 km away, to provide water for villagers and their animals. A
third pump would irrigate a portion of the fields of a market
gardening cooperative in Mopti. The fourth would be installed at
Samako, a village for the rehabilitation of lepers, 15 km from
Bamako. It wou19 be easily accessible to Lab personnel, School of
engi neering and Eco1 e Normal e Superi eure students and others for
training and demonstration purposes.

"Support for the Sol ar Energy Laboratory in the fi rst phase wi 11
consist of several elements. Most important is the establishment of
a program of applied research aimed at perfecting the adaptation of
certain energy technologies for use in Mali. The Lab would be
assisted in the elaboration of its program by the assignment of
an American renewable energy scientist for the first two years of
the project. To allow the Lab to disengage from its partial,
uncertain dependence on military space, the project would provide
for the financing of new faci1ities~ including offices and a work­
shop, at a site provided by the Malian government. It will also
contribute equipment for the new facilities, particularly items
needed for the conduct of the research program. U.S. training of
selected members of the Lab's staff is also contemplated. Further­
more, during the early years of the program, financing for a portion
of the Lab1s expanded operating costs will be required.

"A tentative list of priorities for the Lab1s research and
development program, developed collaboratively between the PP team
and the Lab1s staff, includes (a) testing and improvement of solar
water heaters for urban uses and rural institutions (dispensaries,
schools, etc.), (b) testing and improvements on crop/fish dryers,
(c) development of an efficient, wood-burning stove using readily
available materials, and (d) development of an efficient photovo1taic
battery charger, emphasizing rel iabil ity and ease of operation.
Other priorities would be added to the list in the course of Phase
II (village surveys) and as the Lab increases its capacity to take
them on.
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liThe second phase, eighteen months in duration (including a
preparatory period), would begin six months after the start of Phase
I. It would involve coordinated activity directed by the Institut
d'Economie Rurale with the participation of several other government
agencies* (which have already established a project committee for
this purpose) and the Peace Corps. During Phase II, meteorological
and socia-economic studies would be undertaken at 25 villages
determined (by the project committee) to have potential for experi­
mentation with devices using alternative energy sources. Initiation
of the studies would be preceded by a training program for enumerators
(2 to each village) and for four Mid-level supervisory teams,
each of which would cover a geographic zone and periodically visit
the village sites in its zone. These teams would consist of a Malian
controleur and a Peace Corps Volunteer, both appropriately trained in
survey techniques.

IIIn addition to the collection of data, a crucial asoect of Phase
II would be the selection of village cadre who would later assume
responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the device or
devices to be installed. Selection of the cadre would be a function
of village preferences, inter-action with the supervisory survey
teams, and the characteristics of the devices to be introduced.

"The major output from Phase II would be village level reports
indicating (a) socia-economic base-line data, (b) local availability
of energy sources (wind, insolation, biomass, etc.), (c) village
preferences as to tasks to be energized, and (d) potential village
capacity to operate and maintain energy devices. At the end of
Phase II, 20 of the most promising of the 25 villages surveyed would
be selected by the project committee for the introduction of energy
devices in Phase III.

"Prior to the initiation of the third phase, a rigorous review and
evaluation of the research and development work of the lab would be
conducted by a team of three energy scientists. The review would
focus on whether the measuring, testing and modification work per­
formed by the Lab was good enough to assure confidence that its
renewable energy devices could be tested in the field.

"If the review were predominantly negative or mixed, Phase III
would be delayed and Phases I and II extended while appropriate modi­
fications were made and completed. The point is that village
testing would not occur until the devices were considered to be ready
for field application.

IIIn Phase III, which would last 2 ~ years, several different
devices and applications would be tested in the villages selected.
Villages would contribute part of the cost, with the remainder
subsidized by the project. Performance would be watched with some care,
and the social and economic changes that result from the introduction
of the new technology would be observed and recorded. One of the
Solar Energy Laboratory engineers would direct the project in this
testing phase. The Lab itself would continue to make adjustments to
the devices being tested as experience is gained during Phase III.

*In addition to the Institute, participating agencies would include rural developmen~

"Operations", the ~1eteorological service, the functional 1iteracy agency (DNAFLA),
the Community development service (Animation Rurale) and the Cattle and Meat
Boa rd (OMS EV I ).



"Operation and basic maintenance of the devices would be carried
out by the village cadre. They would receive technical support from
the Solar Energy Laboratory. Meanwhile, the data-gathering network
would continue to function, with one enumerator observing and re­
cording socio-economic data at each village site. The supervisory
teams would continue to make periodic visits. This work would be
reinforced by the continued guidance and consultant services being
provided by IER, a consulting U.S. energy specialist, and the
consulting social scientist.

"The fourth phase of about six months would be devoted to a
detailed analysis and evaluation of the experiments. Base data
collected during Phase II before the devices were introduced would be
compared with data collected after more than two years of use of
the new technology. The evaluation would attem~t to determine whether
the project had provided answers to the questions posed in the Project
Identification Document:

1. Which technologies are most succeptible to local operation
and maintenance and, in each case, how should local control
be organized?

2. What will be the impact of the new technology on income levels,
income distribution and social welfare in the community? Who
benefits the most? the least? not at all?

3. Which devices perform and endure well in their physical
setting?

4. How do the costs per unit of output compare with alternative
sources of energy that could be used in the same setting?

5. Are the technologies culturally and socially acceptable to
those who use them, or do they require changes in habits that
are considered unacceptable?

liThe evaluation would take place under the joint direction of the
IER Evaluation Unit and the Solar Energy Lab1s project director and
would utilize consultants, supervisory personnel, DNAFLA, and such
others as may be able to contribute in the light of the situation at
the time. A six-month effort to compare the village sites before
and after the tests, with full exploration of the performance of
the devices, the villagers' adaptation to them, and the socio-economic
changes induced, would be required. An evaluation report would be
printed and distributed.

"As the results of the eval uation began to emerge, a fifth phase
would be considered. Phase Vwould consist of transitional supoort
to the Solar Energy Laboratory. The oroject would seek to collaborate
with other donors in promoting proven devices for private sector
production and distribution in both urban and rural areas. It would
be desirable to set up licensing arrangements so that the Lab would
receive royalties from the sale of these products and thereby finance
further research and development activities. Phase V would be
developed in greater detail during the later years of the project, and
funding for its implementation would be added through a PP amendment
duri ng the fi fth yea r. "
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1. The Socio-Economic Survey Strategy

The Mali Renewable Energy Project was designed to affect
rura1 popul ati ons throughout the country. The project des i gn
included a socio-economic survey that was to gather information
on the energy needs of rural populations and on current energy
use. The survey was also intended to serve as a base line to
assess, in the second phase of the project, the effects of
renewable energy devices on the allocation of household labor,
on household production and income, and on the social structure
of the community.

The survey was meant to be designed and executed principally
by Malian institutions. The interagency project committee
comprising representatives from the Solar Energy Laboratory,
National Meteorology, National Directorates of Functional Literacy
and Applied Linguistics, Genie Rural, Energie du Mali, Training
and Rural Action, Water and Forests, the Malian Board for Live­
stock and Meat, the Institute of Rural Economy, and USAID,
chaired by the Director General of Hydrology and Energy, drew
up the original list of survey areas (shown in Table I).
Villages within the designated administrative districts were to be
chosen on the basis of their suitability for adoption of
devices under development at the Laboratory. The survey was to
be designed by a staff member of the Evaluation Unit of the
Institut dlEconomie Rurale (IER), with the help of an engineer from
the Solar Energy Laboratory and of a U.S. social scientist.

Malians with at least 9 years of formal education were to
serve as village-level enqu~teurs or enumerators, two to a village.
Four contrSleur teams, each comprising a Peace Corps Volunteer
(PCV) and a Malian who had completed the baccalauriat were to
supervise the enqueteurs in each zone. The IER was to have
responsibility for recruiting enqueteurs and contrSleurs and,
assisted by the U.S. social scientist, in training them. The
IER staff member in charge of the survey, and possibly some of
the PCV controleurs, were to get short-term U.S. training in
survey research techniques.

The content of the survey to be conducted in each site would
depend on the device contemplated for that site and the survey was
meant also to identify suitable local-level institutions and
individuals to manage and maintain devices to be installed
at the field sites during Phase III. The baseline data from the
survey was to permit a comprehensive evaluation of the social and
economic impacts of the device on the local population during
Phase IV.

2. Laboratory/Prototypes

During Phase II the Laboratory was to develoo prototypes of
renewable energy devices such as improved stoves, windmills,
food dryers, water pumps, and other devices. After the
results of the survey were known, this development was to be
directed to the specific devices indicated by the survey and these
were to be installed in villages during Phase III. In reality,
the Solar Energy Laboratory has already installed stoves,
photovoltaic lights, and a photovoltaic refrigerator during
Phase II. , ,



Table I:

Survey Zones Designated in the Renewable Energy Project Plan

Numbers of Communities
Zone I - Ni oro in each Circle

Cerc1e de Nioro - 2

Cercle de Vel i mane - 2

OMBEVI pastoral zone - 1

OMBEVI villages - 1

Zone II - Bamako

Cerc1e de Bamako - 1

Cercle de Kolokani - 1

Cerc1e de Kita - 2

Cercl e de Bougouni - 1

Cerc1e de Yanfo1ila - 1

Zone I II - San

M' Pessoba - 1

Yankasso - 1

Dogon area - 2

Mopti Livestock Operation - 1

Kona and Sendegue - 2

Zone IV - Gao

Menaka - 1

Rharous II - 1

Diebock - 1

Cerc1 e de Bourem - 1

Cere 1e de Tombouctou - 1
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E. Intended Beneficiaries

The first direct beneficiaries of the project were to be the
residents of the rural communities where the early-start solar
pumps were to be installed:' Peulh and Maure herders at Demba
Diawara and Dilly, Bamba~a truck gardeners at Mopti, and the
ex-lepers in residence near the training center at Samanko. The
other direct beneficiaries of Phase I would be the Lab engineers
who would receive U.S. training, who would gain greater work­
space and equipment and who would learn from participation in a
well-planned and focussed research and development program.

The direct beneficiaries during Phase II of the project would
be the school-leavers and baccalaureates employed on the socio­
economic survey. The major benefits for villagers would occur in
Phase III, when most of the 25 communities studied in the survey
would receive test devices: improved fish and crop driers, grinders,
wood burning stoves, photovoltaic battery chargers, or wind or
PV pumps, and rural institutions receive solar hot-water heaters
and photovoltaic lighting and refrigeration devices. The major
beneficiaries over the long-term, as renewable energy devices would
gain acceptance, would be those who hew and gather wood, draw and
haul water, and grind grain, principally women. The project
paper anticipated that devices that reduce the time and human effort
required in preparing grain, gathering fuel, and drawing water
would allow women more time for child care and for increased agricul­
tural and artisanal production, particularly if women themselves
have control over the reallocation of their released time. The
users of the rural institutions receiving solar powered devices
would be expected to benefit from increased availability of vaccines,
improved utility service, and lower institutional operating costs
resulting from the devices' reliability and low recurrent costs.

F. Inputs and Outputs

The major inputs were to be funds for the design and construction
of a new Laboratory, the provisions of Laboratory equipment and
supplies, the provision of technical assistance for the Lab and
the training of personnel for the Lab and for the survey teams. The
major outputs were to be demonstration of the practicality of
reduction in use of fossil fuels, in hard currency purchases, and
in arduous human labor. These were to result from the introduction
of renewable energy products that would be tested or developed by
the Solar Energy Lab which, in the process, would increase its
competence in renewable energy research and product development.
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IV. RESULTS OF EVALUATION: ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT PERFORMANCE

A. Technical Performance of the Solar Energy Laboratory: Summary

Though little was accomplished in the first two years of the
project, during the last one and a half years, commencing in the
last quarter of 1980, the laboratory has shown surprising vitality
and significant accomplishments in several technical areas.
The shop and warehouse have been re-organized and up-graded, a
library established, weather and insolation measurement systems
put into operation, personnel trained, administration and management
improved, and a sense of mission adopted. Although the design of
individuals' research projects and their reports leave much to be
desired, technical performance in use of equipment, data collection
and analysis and prototype construction has shown remarkable
improvement.

1. Early Start Photovoltaic Pumps

The Project had intended to demonstrate that it could quickly
produce visible results. It would do this by installing four
Guinard photvo1taic pumps which were the only off-the-
shelf photovoltaic pumps available in 1978-79. Three were ordered
and received in Bamako in January 1981. The fourth, for Samanko,
is reported to have arrived about six months later.

The Mopti pump was installed as a demonstration at a
temporary site in mid-1980. It is the only one of the four that
came close to "early demonstration;lI and its performance was
unsatisfactory. After considerable delay required for conversion
from horizontal to vertical axis equipment (the new well is 8 m.
deep in the dry season, beyond the depth of the horizontal axis
equipment) and for construction of a 160 cubic meter reservoir,
the installation is now complete and the pump has been operating
since March 11, 1982.

Contract negotiations for installation of the pump at Demba
Diawara began in September 1980, though AID decided to become
the disbursing agent in order to insure payment to the con­
tractor and the contract was not let to Metal-Kouyate, a
a Malian Construction firm, until March 1981. The pump was
installed in September 1981 but the storage reservoir, completed
in March 1982, was found to leak and the contractor has advised
that he will repair it his next trip to the site. Whether the
delay of over a year between receipt of the pump and the letting
of the contract for installation is the fault of AID or the Lab
has not been thoroughly explained. The subsequent delays
appear to be the Contractor's responsibility.

The contracting for installation of the pump at Camp Modibo
was also let with Metal-Kouyate but when they attempted to
install the pumo in September 1981 they found that the well
diameter was less than that of the pump. They contacted Service
Hydraulique who drilled a new well of the correct diameter
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(but too shallow so it may run dry) and broke the solar panel
supports while drilling. Metal-Kouyate must now repair the
pedestals before pump operation can begin.

The well at Samanko was drilled in September 1980 and site
preparation was completed by the Laboratory in February 1981
when the pump was installed. It operated for two months until
the well ran dry and ruined the shaft bearings, which are water
lubricated. An argument over whether Guinard or AID should pay
for the new bearings has been resolved (AID paid). The
replacement parts cleared customs on May 3, 1982 but the Samanko
well seems likely to run dry again and, if Guinard will not allow
an automatic shutoff device to be attached to their pump on pain
of voiding the warranty as Lab personnel believe, the pump may
be moved since it appears that there is not enough water in the
Samanko aquifer.

Although there have been delays associated with installation
and start-up, the really significant delay occurred between the
satisfaction of the conditions precedent in December 1978 and
the letting of the installation contracts in March 1981, a
period of over two years. The Guinard pumps are off-the-shelf
items that were to be air-freighted to Bamako. If the order had
been placed promptly and the contract for installation let
promptly, installation could have started one and a half years
earlier and the pumps might have accomplished their objective
of ltearl y demonstration lt . Whether USAID/Mal i or Lab personnel
were responsible seems of less concern than an apparent lack of
communication between them and lack, as well, of any evidence
that the parties to the agreement recognized that the objective
of an early start demonstration was no longer possible and
considered whether to cut their losses and, by amendment to the
project agreement, reallocate funds and equipment to more useful
purposes.

2. Technical Assistance and Training

a. From 1980 to 1982, nine expatriates were hired to assist the
Solar Energy Laboratory. Their periods of service have varied from
8 days to 2 years and their functions have ranged from oresenting
and teaching a single technology to performance of an almost
complete range of activities necessary for laboratory functioninq.
The laboratory considers some of the technical assistance to be of
marginal value, but the major part of it to be of great value to
the Laboratory and to the project.

Eric Brunet was hired by SERI in 1980 in anticipation of
a long-term technical assistante assignment. Though he
remained only three months, he prepared a list of equipment that
has been and is being purchased. His limited effectiveness
was due in part to lack of equipment and material with which to
work and to poor support from SERI that included failure to
provide his pay and per diem.
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J.D. Walton, of Georgia Institute of Technology, stayed
for 12 days. He assisted with solar motors (non-photovoltaic)
and built two models of the Georgia Tech spiral solar concen­
trator. The Laboratory Director considers him to be of very
high caliber but his stay was too short and his subject matter
does not appear to be important for the Laboratory's future work.

Amir Mikhail and Jack Park, provided by SERI, spent eight
days in Mali in order to plan wind power activities. Their
contribution was not important, at least partly because of their
short stay.

Alex Roqueta, from VITA, came to the Laboratory for three
months from March to May, 1981 to develop the machine shop and
warehouse. During his stay the shop building was completed and
all machine tools on hand were installed and, when necessary,
cleaned up and put in working condition. The warehouse was
reorganized and an inventory system set up. He also furnished
basic training on the sheet metal fabrication machines. The
Laboratory Director considers him to have been the most valuable
of any of the short-term assistants particularly with respect to
training and inciting improved performance by laboratory personnel.

Alan Wyatt spent three months during June - August, 1981
working mainly on wind energy, solar hot water heaters and solar
radiation measurements. He was contracted for from VITA for
SERI. He worked hard and produced a good amount of work which
he described in an extensive report submitted to the project. The
Laboratory, however, considers that he was somewhat less effective
in training Laboratory personnel.

Andre Longmire, sponsored by SERI for five months between
January and May 1982, came to work on wood stoves. He was very
systematic and productive, particularly in acquiring data from
the field and installing woodstoves in the San region.

Michael Weitzenhoff came for 35 days in March - April, 1982
to build a Chinese-type biogas unit. He was exceptionally well
organized and productive. The digester was built and put into
operation in 30 days. He taught a course on bioconversion for
one hour each day and he was very effective in motivating
people. He accomplished all he came to do. His stay is considered
to be very valuable.

Bill Wright from ITDG, furnished by SERI, spent 4 months, from
February to ~~ay, 1982, designing and building an improved windmill
which can be locally manufactured. His work was considered
adequate but slow and his ability to transmit skills and knowledge
to Laboratory personnel quite poor.

Richard Campbell, provided by SERI, is now doing his second
stint as a technical assistant in the electronics and measure­
ments area. He is making solid and valuable contributions
particularly in the radiation measurement area where the Data
Point systems have given a great deal of trouble and in calibrating
the Dyranometers and pyroheliometers.
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Terence Hart, who was hired by SERI in the capacity of
long-term technical assistant for the two year period from
October 1980 through July 1982, has provided exceptionally
strong guidance and assistance in formulating and accomplishing
the technical program of the Laboratory. During his tenure
most of the technical programs have moved to a state of promising
activity and accomplishment, and he has made and is continuing
to make major contributions to the financial and general
management of the laboratory. He has assisted with coordination
with the other organizations that are party to the project
agreement and with other organizations, such as Machinisme
Agricole, which do related work. A large part of the Laboratory's
effectiveness in the conduct of the Survey is due to his initiative.
He forms the major link to USAID. He motivates Laboratory
personnel to better performance. Lastly, and most importantly,
according to the Laboratory's Directory, he and the Laboratory
direct work as a closely knit unit.

b. SERI (Solar Energy Research Institute, Golden, Colorado) was
granted the contract to provide technical services to the project.
Their initial performance was poor. They did not orovide timely
assistance or financial reports and 'they did not adequatelY SU~Dort
Eric Brunet in the field. They produced an R&D plan for the
Laboratory that was little more than a collection of material
selected from current publications and submitted it after the
Laboratory had begun activities that were largely guided by the
project documents.

However, in late 1980 SERI's performance improved and has
been satisfactory since. SERI has provided a generally
excellent group of short-term, and one long-term, technical
assistants. It has arranged and facilitated the U.S. training
of Laboratory personnel and it has provided assistance in
other matters.

c. Training of Lab Personnel in the United States has included
the following:

Modibo Dicko and Mahamane Bilal Toure attended Colorado
State University and visited local solar energy sites for four
months in late 1980. Dicko concentrated on thermal applications
and Toure on wind and photovoltaics. They considered the
training to be valuable but too short to absorb instruction
in a broad range of technical subjects.

David Sokando, who attended a three week session in library
science at VITA in October 1981, is in charge of the Lab's
library. He considers his training valuable and that he made
useful contacts with U.S. agencies (NTIS, the Library of
Congress, the African Bibliographic Center, etc.).

N'To Diarra spent three months at Eric Faber's Solar
Energy Center at Florida State University where training was
oriented toward thermal and power applications of solar energy.

d. The laboratory technical assistance and training program
of the project appears to have been good to excellent.
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3. Insolation and Weather Measurements

The Laboratory has installed commercial Data Point 21
Systems at Bamako, Nioro, Gao, San and Bougouni. They measure
total insolation, wind speed and direction, precipitation, dry
bulb temperature, and humidity. Design and construction have
been criticized. Batteries could not withstand temperatures
above 400 C; malfunctions were frequent; and poor accuracy has
been reported to necessitate large correction
factors, although our inspection of equipment at the San
Station showed that all channels were operating and that the
operator was properly and efficiently recording the data. None­
theless, the Laboratury reports that equipment is of limited use
and is seeking remedy from the manufacturer.

More precise and reliable insolation measurements have been
installed at the Laboratory. These consist of two Eppley
pyranometers, one with a shadow band for measurement of diffuse
insolation and the other for measurement of total insolation,
and an Eppley pyroheliometer for measurement of direct insolation.
These drive a Leeds and Northrop multipoint recorder to give
continuous daily records of these three quantities. Records
have been kept since the early months of 1982. Comparison
to the Laboratory's new precision Eppley pyroheliometer
(essentially a laboratory standard) yields correction factors
for each instrument. Unfortuna tel y, frequent city power fail ures
mar the recordings so that, Ultimately) a local (battery) power
supply must be obtained. When this is done the Laboratory
will be in a position, as planned, to put out good quality~

reliable monthly reports on direct, diffuse, and total insolation.

4. Product Test and Development Summary

The quality of work by the low temperature group is mixed.
Accomplishments are not yet great, but promising starts have been
made on solar dryers, water heaters and distillers. Contributions
to Phase III appear limited by the high cost/productivity
ratio of these devices--though the hot water heater could be cost
effective for urban use if problems of installation can be solved.
Work in the low temperature group is unlikely to make substantial
contributions to Phase III except for the work on dryers where
some possibilities exist.

The Solar cookers have problems of user acceptance. Work
on thermodynamic engines is, and will be for at least the
duration of this project, beyond the capacities bf the Solar
Energy Laboratory. Nei ther of these projects is 1i kely to
contribute to Phase III.

The photovoltaic group has not received as much technical
assistance as some of the other groups, though photovoltaics
has promise for being one of the most important solar energy
technologies for Mali. The quality of the Laboratory work is
hard to judge at this time, but it appears to be good enough to
satisfy Phase III requirements and, most of the Lab's capability
building in this very important area still lies ahead.
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The quality of work and the competence of the Laboratory in
the biogas and wood stove areas are good t and the Laboratory
appears capable of satisfying the requirements of Phase III.

a. Low Temperature Group
The low temperature group is developing solar dryers t
solar water heaters and solar distillers and has tested
a commercial zeolite refrigerator.

(1) Solar Dryers - Work on about five different types of
dryers is proceedi ng. Good work has been done on
drying mangoes t for example, in the Taos type dryer.
Quantitative data are being obtained (see below).
Attention is being given to the costs of the dryer
and to its productivity. A number of other dried
products of good quality have also been prepared.
The work is adequate in some cases but is very
amateurish in other cases. As an example, the down­
draft dryer (sechoir combine) was designed with
extensive ca1cu1ations t and built at considerable
expense in order to find out that there was essentially
no air circulation. An experienced engineer should
have been able to make that determination before
construction by examining a sketch of the dryer.

A large dryer is being built for fish drying in
Mopti. Attention is being paid to productivity
versus cost. It may be that thorough cost-prbducli"vity
work on large dryers is one of the more imoortant
things that the Lab can do in this area.

(2) Hot Water Heaters - The residential hot water heater
of the type built extensively during the past decade
by the Laboratory is being studied, its performance
determined t and modifications to improve performance
and 1i fe are bei ng cons idered. These are a11
positive deve10pments t long over-duet and considering
the potential importance of solar hot water heaters,
may have a good pay-off. The engineering work is
good but hampered by low quality shop work.
Attention is being paid to costs--a positive develop­
ment which needs to be carried much further.

(3) Solar Distillers - Attempts are being made to increase
production of distilled water by increasing the area
of radiation absorption by putting charcoal in the
water. r·1easurements of producti vity have been made-­
an improvement over past work. However, we saw
no cost figures and heard of no good application areas
except for oroduction of battery water. This appears
to be an area of work that can be discontinued unless
the survey shows a need for it.
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(4) Zeolite Refrigerators - Three commercial solar
powered zeolite refrigerators were tested and found
to lack the capacity to refrigerate. The causes
are suspected but not known. Disassembling and
modifying one of the units would be a good learning
experience.

b. High Temperature Group
The high temperat~re group ;s workin~ on solar
cookers and nas made a review of the literature on
solar thermodynamic en~ines,

,.,,,

(1) Solar Cookers - Three types of reflecting, concen­
trating cookers have been built and tested. The
testing procedure and analysis of results is a good
start toward quantification of cooker performance.
However, the report on the work is unclear and
difficult to unravel. The VITA and Georgia Tech
cookers came out very poorly compared to the standard
parabolic reflector type. Apparently, no attempts
were made to solve the real problem of solar cookers
(i.e., making them acceptable to the user).

(2) Solar Thermodynamic Engines - After a brief review
of the literature in this field, it was decided not
to undertake laboratory work at this time.

Photovoltaic Grouo
I

(1) lighting - Tests of commercial lighting systems have
been carried outJand one system consisting of
solar oanels, controls, batteries, and two flour­
escent'light tubes has been installed in Somo, a
village near San. The lighting system in Somo is
installed in a school so that evening classes can
be held. It works well but there were hints from
the villagers that it is not utilized to its full
potential. The Laboratory tests aooear to be
reasonably well done, but the analysis, use, and
reporting of results could be improved considerably.

(2) Refrigeration - Work on photovoltaic refrigeration
was carried out in the same way as in the lighting
program. A commercial unit (~RCO) was Laboratory
tested and an identical unit installed in a
partially completed dispensary in Torosso near San.
Though it apparently works well and the nurses at
the dispensary are keeping records of its operation,
there is no schedule for completion of the dispensary,
and, since the refrigerator is not in Tianual use-­
with frequent oDening and closing of the door--
the test results will be of little value. Data
collecting of the Lab aooears well done but, :gain,
analysis and re~orting of results need improvement.

c.



,Ii
1

(3) Battery Charger - A photovoltaic battery charger is
being developed. This will be the first actual
photovoltaic design and develooment carried out at the
Laboratory. There are no resul ts yet reported.

(4) Pump"ing - The Laboratory has participated in the
installation of the four early start photovoltaic
pumps. It has been the principal installer of the
Samanko pump. This work is described in section IV.
A.1. "Early Start Photovol taic Pumps". The !Jhoto­
voltaic group has also installed a pump test stand
using an SEI-250 watt photovoltaic Dump. It has
been determined that the pump is not operating UP to
its rated capacity, but nothing has been done about
it. It would be, as with the zeolite refrigerator,
a good learning experience to analyze, modify, and
improve the pump. Apparently, there still remain
traces of the lack of initiative so characteristic
of the Laboratory of the pre-project days.

(5) 'Solar Radiation Measurements - This is discussed in
section IV. A.3.

d. Product Test and Development - Wind Driven ApDaratus

Review of Lab Records: The apparatus tested to date
includes a Savonious rotor, constructed with help from
students at the Ecole Nationa1e des Ingenieurs, and
two Sahores wind driven units. The Sahores is designed to
be built and serviced by villagers. It is designed for low
wind speeds, low water delivery; for human needs, cattle,
and small gardens. It is built of wood, hammered out
corrugated roofing, inner tube oarts, bamboo, and a
minimum of machined fasteners. It has an ingenious,
fast acting, blade feathering system to protect it from
high winds.

One Sahores was tested by Alan ~yatt, a short-term
consultant from VITA, who directed well-documented tests
of performance (volume of water delivered at measured
heads) at various wind speeds. A second Sahores unit,
currently being tested by the Lab engineers provices data
from which brake power at the rotor shaft can be
calculated and, assuming some similarity between the two
Sahores units, an estimate could be made of the losses
in the apparatus power train and in the pump. The tests
currently being conducted include:

(1) ,~modified Sahores unit. It has a three meter
diameter rotor with 16 metal blades iTlounted on bamboo
S:lars. The rotor drives a crank sha~t suooorted b/'"1drd­
wood bearings or, in an alternative design, ~y purchased
ball bearings. A connecting rod drives the shaft of a
Jump having a wood and leather oiston in a ?V.C.
cylinder.
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(2) A larger Lab-constructed unit designed by consultant
William Wright, is reminiscent of the Chicago
Aeromator design but has a cam driven Dump rod lifter
to reduce speed and load on the delivery cycle; then
a fast return. It is designed for Bamako level
technology, that is, it is to be constructed from
parts and materials available in Bamako, using locally
available skills and locally available shop facil­
ities.It has a six blade rotor, five meters in
diameter, that will be mounted on an eight meter
octahedron tower of locally available galvanized
steel tubing. A piston pump using a polyvinyl
chloride cylinder is designed to deliver 10 cubic
meters per hour at 5 meters static head in a wind
of 6 meters per second.

Costs and Performance Characteristics of Wind Apparatus

Cost estimates of the Wright designed apparatus were
not available to the evaluation team but Gerhart Behrens,
a Peace Corps Volunteer, recently completed a detailed
analysis of the costs of labor and material for the
Sahores device. His figure of about $450 for rotor,
transmission, tower, and pump--but without storage tank or
hand tools for maintenance--is consistent with the costs
reported by the Catholic Mission in Segou. Over 20 of
their units have been built at the Mission by villagers who
were selected by their communities to come to the ~1ission

for training, then to return to their village to install
and maintain the apparatus.

As of May 1982, performance tests had not been
completed on the Sahores unit nor had they begun on the
Wright machine. An apparent advantage of the Sahores
is that, because of a simple pump stroke adjustment, it
is designed to deliver marginally useful quantities
of water from shallow wells in southern Mali even at
seasonally low wind speeds. Further, though its flimsy
design leads to frequent breakdown, repairs can be made
by villagers at low cost and in a matter of hours. The
Wright design is sturdier and, though also intended for
low wind speed locations, there are as yet no data to
confirm its design specifications nor to confirm that
useful quantities of water can be delivered at wind speeds
less than 6 meters per second. Arrangements for produc­
tion, for service, and for stocking of spare parts are
anticipated after completion of successful tests of the
Wright machine. (See Section IV.A.5.d. for comments on
the sales potential for wind powered water pumping
apparatus. )

e. Bioconversion Group

The bioconversion group is working on biogas
production using both Indian and Chinese style fermentatio
units, and on improved woodstoves.
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(1) Chinese biodigester - This digester was constructed
in the spring of 1982 during the visit of technical
assistant Weitzenhoff. It was constructed in about
30 days and put into operation immediately. It
seems to be operating properly although good measure­
ments of its output are not possible at the moment
because the necessary measurement equipment has not
yet arrived.

(2) Indian biodigester - This unit was built almost
two years ago. It now operates properly although, as
with the Chinese digester, good measurements of out­
put cannot be made because of lack of equipment.

The gas from both digesters ~s being analyzed at
the Ecole Nationa1e des Ingenieurs. Tests are
underw-ay on coo!<.in'J and 1iqhtinq aDo1 icatiDns.
They also plan to ;un an intern~i ~ombustion engine
on the gas. No equipment exists nor were plans
proposed for removing CO 2 and H,S from the gas. The
effluent is used to fertilize a vegetable garden.

The project is quite successful. The engineers
appear to be well versed in construction, operation
and analysis of the digestors. The reports, as
usual, need improvement. The economics have been
done but not correct1~ and there are large differ­
ences between the economic input parameters for
the two types of digesters.

Improved Wood Stoves

The Bioconversion group has constructed and tested a
variety of wood stoves, and has gathered a considerable
amount of quantitative data on temperatures during use and
on thermal efficiencies. The efficiency measurements
differ somewhat from measurements elsewhere. In particular,
the calculations do not distinguish between the cooking
period where the pot is increasing in temperature and
the period where the pot is at constant temperature.
Table IV.A.4.f.i. summarizes the efficiency results
for two series of tests on fixed stove models and for
several sorts of portable stoves, and compares each
group to the thermal efficiency of three-stone hearths.
It is clear that under Laboratory conditions it is
possible to get significant increases in thermal efficiency.

Lorena Hybred I and II stoves were installed in
consenting survey households in the San zone during
Janua ry and February of 1982. It was the Laboratory 's
first effort to field-test devices in a non-institutional
rural setting, and, like most first tries, it encountered
a great many problems. An unannounced insoection by SEL
staff during 4 to 8 March 1982 showed that only about 39
per cent of stoves were in regular use (Hart 1982 ms. ­
breakdown by village is shown on table IV.A.4.f.ii).
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Lorena Hybred II

Lorena Hybred I I

Stove Type

3 stones

Lorena Hybred I

Thermal Efficiency of Stoves Tested in SEL in 1981 and 1982

(1)
Notes: Monticules~ A B A c 4 D '-'-"~.I.J-"--'--'-

....',..·J- .. f,·I'!~·...',., • ~~. . • t' , (0 - .... \ ~ "t'" . ' .•• '\ \.
(2) Average of 4 trials: /'-;;';':-'::'~'.:..:.:' .... "::"~';~:::':'5r,r;' .:';:.::'.:~:~.,:. '" ., .... ; ~ .. ,;:<.:.'.... ,

Sources: "Rapport sur les Cuisinieres Ame1ior€es de 1a Premiere Serie du Laboratoir
l l Energie Solaire" Hantafaye et al. 1981.
"Tests Comparatifs des Foyers Ame1iores, 2'eme Serie", Hantafaye et a1. 1982.
"Essais de Foyers Amel iores Portatifs" ,Hantafaye et a1. 1981.

Table IV.A.4.f.i
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C. Portable
Stoves (cha rcoa1
not separated
from wood)

B: Seri es I I
Stoves-(effi­
ciency ca1cl.J-
1ati ons
separate char­
coa1 from wood)

A. Seri es I
Stoves (effi­
ciency calcu­
lations do not
separate charcoal
from wood as
source of heat)



There were several sorts of problems that surfaced
in the first inspection. The quality of the con­
struction varied widely from builder to builder; the
most common problem was in stoves with a rectangular
mouth where the dalle, or stovetop, did not extend
sufficiently over the bricks used to form the sides of
the firebox. In many of these stoves, the dalle
cracked or collapsed. Another problem was that the
dimensions of the stoves were variable (and thus it
was likely that thermal efficiency would also vary).
Construction materials were also a problem in some
villages: for example, the sand in some locations
was too fine to make a durable banco. Another problem
was that the Lorena Hybred models had been tested in
Bamako, where many meals consisted of a relatively
heavy meat sauce and to (millet or sorghum p~te).
Since the smaller sauce pot needed considerable heat,
the stove was designed with the small hole at the
front of the stove. In San, where fish sauces
needing less cooking are common, many stove users
perferred to put the sauce pot at the back of the
stove rather than at the front.

The placement of the stoves also caused difficulties.
The Laboratory staff insisted that stoves be built
inside a kitchen building wherever possible, because
the hangers outside the buildings (where most dry­
season cooking is done) do not provide complete pro­
tection from rain. However, many of the kitchen
buildings were dark and hot, and in some cases the
stoves were constructed with chimney outlets that
faced the prevailing winds, and so the stoves smoked
badly. Chimney caps made from tin cans helped in
some instances, but not in all.

In spite of these difficulties, a preliminary
examination of wood consumption in Kampogosso before
and after the introduction of the stoves showed that
total cooking time decreased by about 30 per cent,
wood burnt per hour total cooking time increased by
about 12 per cent, and total wood consumption for
cook i ng decreased by about 20 per cent. (Hart ms.
1982). The wood consumed per person per meal decreased
from about 1.27 kg. to about 1.0 kg. Wood consumption
per person per meal in Laboratory conditions, however,
was about 0.28 kg. Clearly, there was room for improve­
ment.

When the evaluation team visited the survey zone
in San, our arrival had been announced, although the
exact times of our visits to each village were not
known in advance. We took note of the proportion of
stoves that were in use or were still perceptibly warm
from use (as opposed to being warm from standing in
the sun) at the time we visited the ,household. Table
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III shows that we saw a considerably greater pro­
portion of stoves in use than Hart had 6 weeks earlier.
In some cases, this was probably because the enqueteurs
knew we were coming and exhorted people to use the
stoves. In many cases, however, the enqueteurs had
been working with the survey households to repair the
stoves, and, in some cases, to completely rebuild them
to the users' specifications (e.g. with the larger pot­
hole in front). Some enqueteurs had also constructed
stoves for other families in the village who wanted the

The most common kind of repair was crepissage, or
re-plastering: some stoves had been replastered four
times or more since construction. This sometimes cause
a problem, because each layer somewhat decreased the
size of the pot-holes, so the pots sat higher in the
stove and got less heat. Some enqueteurs were
experimenting with new tempering materials for the
banco - for example, termite nests.

Enqueteurs had not always persuaded people to
cover all Dot holes not in use and to cover the Dots
themselves' (which increases the stoves thermal .
efficiency), and some users were not cleaning out the
chimney often enough.
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A very vigorous stirring, necessary to make the
to lump-free, put a heavy strain on the stove top, and
users noted that bits of the banco were always
falling out of the top, and that there were frequent
cracks. Some users suggested either constructing
the stoves completely of cement or using cement to
strenghthen the plaster applied to the outside of the
stove. One of the evaluation team members noted that
metal stove-tops were very well accepted in Upper
Volta, and that the Lab should consider a series of
comparative Lab and field tests.

Another problem people noted was that the pot
holes were sometimes too close to the chimney to allow
the user to use a large diameter steamer for cous­
cous. The stoves had to be custom-built for a given
set of pots, and whenever the size of the group being
cooked for changed, the cooks had to either use a
three-stone hearth for a pot size that had not been
allowed for in the stove, or else risk breaking the
stove-top. This kind of difficulty was common where
young men migrated for work during the dry season,
or where parts of families spent part of the year in
fishing camps, and later rejoined the rest of the
famil y.



The Laboratory"s original aim in constructing
the stoves had been to put out as uniform sample as
possible, and Laboratory staff were not entirely
happy about the modifications that had been made on
many of the stoves after construction. However, it
was clear that they also learned a good deal from the
reaction to the first set of stoves. At the time of
the project evaluation, the Laboratory crew was
starting to build stoves in villages in the Nioro zone.
The two models being tried were a parallel stove with
two chimneys (which allowed the user to block one
chimney and halt cooking in one of the pot-holes) and
a series stove in which the second pot-hole was raised.
The stove construction crew was trying to keep a
much tighter control on the quality of construction,
and was reinforcing the bridges over the firebox with
scrap-meta 1.

5. Economics of Prototypes

The following economic analyses have been based on cost
and performance data provided by the Lab. When these did Rot
exist, no economic calculations were made. Where possible,
comparisons have been made with conventional devices or
sources of energy. Unless noted otherwise, costs are presented
in r~i1ian francs (MF or H1). The conversion rate at the time
of this evaluation varied from about 595 to 615 MF to the
doll ar.

a) Low Temoerature Group

(1) Water Distillation: These estimates of the costs of
water distillation are based on data applying to the
prototype developed in the Laboratory. Although the
market for distilled water seems small, there appears
to be a need for use in storage batteries.

Given that:

;: interest rate
N: number 0 f yea rs

o production capacity,
o construction cost/m~

o size of prototype
o life expectancy
o annual interest rate
o amortization factor

i
o 1- (l + , - ~I

20,000 l/year
135 ,000 i'1F
25 Mi::
10 years
15 oercent
0.199

Co st per 1 i t er
(annual cost production capacity)
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Annual Cos ts

Capital amortization
Operation and Maintenance

TOTAL

Itemized Costs

Construction cost
Amortization per year
Operation and Maintenance

Labor 370,000
Maintenance 270,000
Other 768,000

TOTAL

Table IV.A.4.f.ii

672, 500 I'~F

1,408,000 MF
2,080,500 MF

3,375,000
672,500

1,408,000
5,455,500

Comparison Between Stoves in San Zone Villages
4-8/3/82 and 21-23/4/82

'Iil1 ages A. 4-8/3/81 B. 21-23/4/82
Not in ~jot in

No. obs. In use (% ) use ill No. obs. In use (% ) use (%

:<ompog0550 10 6 60 4 40 10 8 80 2 20

Be1enichini 8 2 25 6 75 9 5 56 4 44

Soma 9 2 22 7 78 9 5 56 4 44

Tiediena 9 a a 9 100 1O ~ 40 6 60

Dinso 10 8 80 2 20 9 7 78 2 22

~ 1Iota I 46 18 39 28 61
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The price hereby calculated is much higher than
that calculated in 1973 by the Laboratory. Since
it is also higher than the price per liter of dis­
tilled water sold in Mali, the solar distiller appears
to have no market unless its cost can be substantially
reduced.

(2) Solar Hot Water Heater - The basic assumptions under
which the Lab is conducting this product development
and test are:

- Electrical hot water heaters and these solar hot
water heaters, installed in Bamako will cost around
the same: 400,000 Malian francs.

- The maintenance cost and the life expectancy in
Bamako should be about ths same under normal use
for electric and solar hot water heaters.

- The savings are realized in the costs of electricity.
- The collector is absorbing an average of 3.7 kwh that

could heat 100 liters per day up to 65· from 25 0
•

If this could be translated to savings in electricity
at local rates (125 MF/kwh for the first level
of power consumption):

125 MF x 3.7 - 462.50 MF
The annual savings will amount to 138,750 MF on the
basis of 300 days usage, an indication that a solar
hot water heater could be very competitive in com­
parison to an electrical hot water heater.

The solar water heater, from the foregoing
analysis, appears to have a market in urban dwellings
hospitals and hotels. The Lab and the Malian Govern­
ment should encourage private entrepreneurs to produce
such a heater provided the problems that have so far
inhibited consumer acceptance can be overcome. (See
appendix E and confirming recommendations in section
V.D., Focus of Renewable Energy efforts, and
comments in section "1..0., the summary section on
Project and Technologies Direction.)

b. Economic Analysis: Bioconversion Group

(1) Improved Cookstoves - Because fue1wood is a most
important energy source in Mali, the Lab is working
on more efficient cookstoves. Possible savings in
fue1wood are estimated to be around 25 to 30%.

In rural areas stone materials, such as banco
are readily available; but a Malian family without
children available to gather the banco is apt to
turn to local masons for the construction of the
stoves. Cost analysis will, therefore, be made only
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for the suburban and urban areas where a stove might
be bought and fue1wood is more frequently a purchased
commodity. The construction cost of a stove is
estimated to be around MF 15,000 according to the
Laboratory mason.

Stove Cost

Total Construction Cost
Amortization per year

(15% interest)
Maintenance cost per year

Total annual cost

Fue1wood costs and savings

Family expenses for fue1wood
per year

* Savings of fue1wood (at 25%
reduction in consumption

Net Bene fit

Savings in fue1wood
Minus cost of stove

MF 15,000

2,500
4,500

22,000

146,000

36,000

36,000
22,000

~lF 14,000

If a family were to purchase firewood at 400MF/day
and if the life expectancy of the cookstoves is only
one year, and the interest rate is 15%, the savings
in fuel cost per family is 164 percent of the total
stove cost for one year, including amortization and
maintenance costs. Thus the payback period of the
stove is about eight months.

(2) Biodigestor - Two prototype biodigestors are being
tested aE the Lab to produce gas for cooking, lighting
and prime moving of engines. A cost analysis attempt
is made to determine the price of 1 kwh thermal
equivalent of gas for the chinese type of biodigestor.

Cost per :<'Hh
(annual cost - gas output)

Annual cost

Cap ita 1 a1710 r t i zat ion
Operation and Maintenance

Tota 1

= 48.37 ~~F

59,000 >IF
31 S,000 >IF
385, JOO :\~F

* A study of typ cal urban costs and consumotion of fue1~ood was not
availacle but OOMF per day wculd aocear to make cooking costs a high
percenta;e of average per familj incorre than is nor'T:al '=or ,""lOSt urban
~am i 1i es .
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125 MF per kwh
96 MF per kwh
69 r~F per kwh

316,000 r'lF

69,000 MF
316 ,000 ~1F

385,000 MF

48.37 MF

404,000 r·1F

1,206 M3
3. 6 ~13
335
60 pe3cent
1206M = 7959 kwh

thermal
15 percent
.171 over 15 years

220,000)
22,000)
87,000)

75,000)

12,000)
4,000)

300,000)

- gas output)

Construction
(materials
(transport
(1 abor
(handling &

other
Operation - annual

(manure
(water
(1 abor

Capital amortization
Operation &Maintenance

Total

Itemized costs

Annual cost

Annual i~terest rate
Amortization factor

Gas output per year
Gas output per day
Days of output per year
Methane content of gas
Gas output/yr. in kwh

Given that:

The cost per kwh thermal is about 48.37 MF which is
higher than the cost calculated by the Lab. The
difference is explained by the poor choice of data and
errors in calculation. Despite this, the cost per kwh
thermal is competitive with the price per kwh of
electricity in Bamako, taking into account that four
units of thermal energy convert to about one unit of
electrical energy. Electricity prices in Bamako
decreases as consumption increases as follows:

First level of consumption
Second level of consumption
Third level of consumption

The comparison of biogas with gasoline or kerosene
shows roughly equal costs. 48.37 MF per kwh is about
0.0136 MF/kjoule. Considering that electricity will
not soon be available in remote rural areas and that
the price of gasoline in the black market is about
1000 MF per liter, biogas is very competitive in rural
Mal ian areas. (See al so comments in section "I.D.)



c. Economi cs of Lab Prototypes: Photovolta i cs GrotJD

Because the early start pumps are not funtioning to full
capacity, the economic data available are not sufficient
for a cost analysis.

The Lab is also testing lighting and refrigeration
powered by photovo1taics but, for these as well, there are
insufficient data for cost analysis.

d. Economics of Lab Prototypes: Wind Group

The windmills being tested and developed by the Lab have
not yet yielded cost and performance data that could be
used as the basis of an economic analysis.

6. Research Project Design

The Lab's agenda has been determined largely by USAIDls
project paper written in 1978, and by the anticipated results
of the socio-economic survey. Research projects are not guided
by laboratory priorities that have been forma11.y estab1 ished
nor by documented market analysis that could complement the socio­
economic survey. Partially because of this, individual projects
do not appear to have a clearly defined place in an overall
research effort. They seldom have clearly defined purposes,
or state why the Lab has decided to undertake the project of
research or product evaluation rather than seek the information
elsewhere. The review of1 i terature tends to be fraqmenta ry wi th
little guidance from the conclusions and recommendation of
previous research and product development. The research
project hypotheses are seldom well drawn and, hence, the conclu­
sions are seldom stated in terms of a specific hypothesis that
is supported or rejected. Lacking such conclusions, the
project report seldom recommends a precise course for further
action; what additional research or project test is indicated,
what course of product development or product distribution
should be considered or, as would seem likely to be a frequent
recommendation, whether to leave to someone else to pursue
further research and prod,uct development. For example, in
the preceeding sections on product test and development and
economics of prototypes there is seldom indication of the
decisions made by the Lab for further action or recommendations
for action to be taken by others--e.g. to move the refrigerator
field test from the uncompleted dispensory to a place where
typical use could be observed, to conduct tests of a
prefabricated cook stove for urban use and to seek data on
costs and consumption of fue1wood in urban settings, to
recommend what action should be taken following the "success-
ful" tests of the bio-gas digestors, to request that the
manufacturers of the SEI pump send a representative on
analysis test data to determine why their Dump has not performed
to specifications, to follow up on the conclusion of section
IV.A.4.a that large fish dryers offer promise by suggesting
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what further investigation is indicated. Could a dryer of
this kind be bought by a fish drying and marketing cooperative?
If so, what could be learned from such efforts elsewhere?
What would be the steps to take to determine whether a
cooperative is feasible?

B. Administrative Performance of the Laboratory: Summary

The Lab recovered from a shaky start. It now appears to be
well administered with decisions that are made quickly, are well

understood and delegated, with informal but apparently effective
lines of communication, with frequent assessment of work. Middle
level employees appear to be confident that they can ask for
help and get it. There are no signs of bureaucratic inertia.
Indeed, the Lab seems remarkably free of external restraints and
internal impediments. The Director and his associate directors
appear to have the confidence of Lab employees and they in turn,
with few exceptions, are well regarded by the Director. Polfcies
for personnel selection, promotion, and separation are no more
cumbersome than those of the U.S. Government and, in some ways,
better administered; e.g. the procedures for selecting junior
level engineers from among graduates of the Ecole Nationale des
Ingenieurs and for promotion within the Lab seem more flexible
than our own. The technical assistance provided by Terrence Hart
on a sustaining basis and by almost all of the short-term con­
sultants has been of high quality.

The Lab managed to compensate for some, but not all of the
problems associated with the lack-luster performance of the Institut
dlEconomie Rurale in the conduct of the field survey. The Lab
continues to address the problems that were identified in the
design and upkeep of the improved wood stoves.

The physical equipment of the Lab has been well used and
maintained in spite of unforseen problems associated with late
delivery, crowded quarters, and concurrent training of personnel.

Problems remain: Purchasing, accounting, and sub-contracting
procedures need improvement. Liaison and collaboration with Malian
agencies, with USAID, with regional and international agencies,
and with the pri vate sector need great improvement. A regul ar
process is needed for receiving outside advice from people competent
to give it and willing to do so. Prospective clients and decision­
makers are, for the most part, unaware of the Lab's accomplishments
and the services it can render.

The Lab does not yet have a charter that includes a compre­
hensive declaration of purposes. It appears to have neither a
short term research agenda nor a "five year plan 'l for development.
Further, it does not appear to have agreed upon criteria or a
procedure for establishing research and development priorities.
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The causes of most of these problems are fathomable and,
as recommended later, solutions should not be hard to come by.
Indeed, USAID, in its project document, sent the Lab off in several
directions and, then did little to help with mid-course corrections.

In sum, if AlDis principal intent was to help in establishing
a well administered national energy laboratory, the progress to
date strongly supports the conclusion that AID has gotten its money's
worth and will continue to do so in the rest of the project.

1. Potential for Sel f-SuDPort of the Laboratory
It is agreed that there is an unexplained potential for
considerable self-support of the laboratory; but disagree~ent

on whether efforts to achieve it should be given high priority.
The two views are presented below.

-
a. Se1 f-Support Should Have Low Priority (by Clarence Kooi)

The laboratory has the. potential to become
self-supporting. However, its ability to do so has not
been developed. This would require (1) are-orientation
in management from a development mentality to a strict
business mentality; (2) development of an installation,
sales, service, and parts division and (3) up-grading
the abilities of the shop and manufacturing personnel
who cannot now do work of sufficient quality nor do
it rapidly enough to construct profit-making
products. Furthermore, as in any small profitable
business, all work in areas that cannot show a near­
term profit would have to be stopped and all personnel
not related directTy to the profitable line of business
would have to be laid-off or re-oriented toward the
product line.

Since the solar hot water heater is the only
possible near-term item with profit potential all
other work would have to be stopped and the people and
monies devoted to that work applied to setting up sales,
installation, service and manufacturing divisions for
hot water heaters. The Laboratory would then be a
business, not a Laboratory, and it would not fulfill
the needs of the project nor of the Malian people.

In pre-project days the Laboratory attempted
sorre degree of se1 r-suClport by sell ing sol ar hot ',./ater
heaters (and it still does sell a few every year).
Essentially no other work was done during this ~eriod

(see project paper). Furthermore, the income '",as
insignificant. It is entirely feasible that a very
careful accounting of the ~ime and materia:s extended
in this effort would show a significant loss of money
rather than a profit.

Similar solar hot water neater manufac~uring,

sales and ins~allation efforts have been unGer:a~en ~y

other Sahel ian laboratories such as CE?E~ in JaK2f and
ONERSOL in ~iamey. They were not successf~l e;=orts.



b.

It ;s possible to break off a companYt such as a
solar hot water companYt that would be set up separately
as a profit making business. However, to expect it to
make enough profit to support a Laboratory of the kind
and size needed for this project and for Malils needs
is illusory.. Only very large t profitable businesses
have been able to do that and even they seek and obtain
significant government contributions to their R&D
programs. To ask a small inexperienced Laboratory in a
developing country to fulfill the requirements of a
major GaM/AID energy project and to be self-supporting
is unrealistic and ·counter-productive.

Sel f-Support Shaul d Have' High Pr;ori'ty
(by Rlcnard Graham)

o Neither USAID nor any other donor is interested in
permanent support of an enterprise which, given a poten­
tial for self-support, instead causes a drain on
Malian resources. The Lab will be seen as a better
investment both for the Malian Government and for other
donors if it is at least partially self-supporting.
Indeed, the Lab must soon develop a plan of operation
after completion of the USAID project.

o An effort to be at least partially self-supporting
gives emphasis to client-orientation, to practical use
of Lab-developed technologies and products, to assess­
ment of costs. and benefi ts from a purchaser IS
perspective, to problems of dissemination and of product
maintenance.

o Client-orientation leads to a kind of low-cost
needs assessment. While it does not provide the kinds
of information nor the basis of understanding that are
obtained from a village survey of the kind under-
taken in this project, it does provide important
information for deciding on an overall research and
development strategy and helps establish the objectives
and guide the designs of individual projects of
research and product development.

o An effort to match income against expenses, at
least partially, gives priority to control of expenses,
to costs of personnel and vehicles, to the cost of
non-productive research and the like.

o It encourages greater attention to the costs and
benefits of alternative courses of action; e.g.) whether
to manufacture a prototype within the Lab, whether to
put it out for bid by local job shops and whether to
choose the former if outside bids and the benefits of
Lab personnel-development so indicate.

o It leads to stronger liaison and collaboration
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with potential clients and greater attention to the
work of others engaged in similar research and product
development. If knowledge can be gained at less
cost from others, the Lab is less likely to undertake
duplicative efforts, as in some instances has occured.

o The sources of income need not be from the
manufacture and sa 1e of products. Indeed, as noted
above and in Appendix E, manufacture and sale of products
by a government agency is not likely to be a money
making proposition. As noted elsewhere in this
report, net income can, however, be looked for from
contracts with national and i.ntern~tiohal donor aqenc;es
inc1uding other projects of USAID, from prlvate non­
profit organizations, from other national energy
laboratories, from the Centre Regional Energie Solaire
(CRES), and from either contracts or royalty agreements
with private entrepreneurs.

2. Lab Management

The organization of the Lab and the duties
of key personnel are described in Section IV.B.l:
Laboratory Personnel.

Management appears business-like. There is
a sense of commitment and pride in work. Direc­
tion appears neither lax nor rigid. Decisions
seem clearly to be made by the Director after
receiving advice from his associates. Lines of
communication appear open and perceived as such
by lab personnel.

The need for improvement in accounting,
purchasing, and sub-contracting procedures is
dealt with in Section IV.D.2 and IV.D.4. The
need for improvement in research agendas and
research design is dealt with in section IV.A.6.

The Lab appears ready to take on the additional
responsibilities it will handle under the anti­
cipated reorganization within the Ministry of
Industry and Tourism.

3. Relationship to Organizations Party to the
Project Agreement

The Solar Energy Laboratory has responsi­
bility for managing the project including
distribution of funds. It is responsible for
contracting to other Malian organizations for
ser'lices such as the installation of the "early
start" pumps. It is responsible for coordinating
the activities of the Ecole Normale Sup~rieure,
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the Ecole Nationale des Ingenieurs, the Institut
d'Economie Rurale, the Peace Corps, the Central
Veterinary Laboratory, G~nie Rural, OMBEVI, and
the other organizations represented on the
advisory board.

These relationships during the first two years
appear to have been infrequent and ineffective.
However, during the last year and a half, contracts
for installation of the early start pumps have
been let and frequent contracts with IER have
been made in connection with the Survey. It
has worked less closely with the Ecole Normale
and the engineering school.

4. Relations to Other Organizations

Research and product development on new
and renewable energies in Mali are conducted by
several other organizations including the
following:

a) the Division du Machinisme Agricole.
attached to the Direction du G~nie Rural, is
conducting research on the production of bioqa£
to be used in pri me movers for agri cultura1
equipment. Their work is not advanced and the
biodigestor they built has not reached the
level of performance achieved by the Laboratory.
Coordination with the Lab is weak and it would
seem advisable for the Lab's bioconversion group
to carryon at least part of their program of
research on Machinisme Agricole units instead
of building comparable units.

b) The Direction Nationale de l'Elevage
has established a Centre in Dilly to conduct
tests on pasture management. The Centre bene­
fitted to some degree from the "early start"
solar pumps and, despite technical and contractual
problems, the Center exoects to achieve more_
collaboration with the Lab.

c) The Direction Nationale du Genie Rural
is supervising the installation of the "early
start" solar pumps at Camp Modibo and Demba
Diawara. They expect further joint efforts when
it becomes feasible to disseminate solar pumps
nationwide.

5. Physical Equipment, Buildings, and Space of the
Solar Energy Laboratory

The evaluation plan requires that the physica
equipment of the Laboratory be examined to
determine whether it is functioning properly,
whether it is receiving proper care and mainten­
ance, and whether it is being used properly and
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effectively. According to the Project Paper (see
Schedule on page 37) the equipment should
have been received by the end of 1979. However,
over two years later, a large part of the
equipment has not yet been received. Therefore,
this evaluation will be concerned with only
existing equipment.

The temporary shop building has been con­
structed and the existing machines installed.
The building was designed by Laboratory personnel
and constructed for about $5,000. It contains
about 165 square meters of floor space, about
half of that needed to accommodate all equipment
and to provide adequate work area. Existing
machinery, including a lathe, sheet metal tools
(roll, brake, shear, etc.) welding equipment,
and other tools ahve been installed. This includes
the large machinery which had been in crates
outdoors for many years (see project paper).
These were de-rusted and put back into working
shape. The lathe, of Russian origin, is inade­
quate. Its clutch slips so that the depth of
cut is 1imited. It is so worn that accuracy
of work is low. Only a few cutting tools exist.
Fortunately, a new lathe has been ordered.

Although all tools are now in good condition
and are being well maintained, the shop personnel,
with perhaps one exception, do not have the
training and experience to fully utilize the
equipment. Some training and instruction (much
by example) has already been done. However, we
strongl y recommend that a comprehens i ve, long­
rang, program be undertaken to up-grade the
general abilities of the shop personnel. This
will require an experienced shop man for at
least a 12 month period. This should be done
after all machine tools and equipment have been
received.

The instrumentation laboratory is presently
adequately housed. However, more space will be
needed when the rest of the instrumentation
arrives. The present equipment is not extensive.
Most is in operation but some is not.

The oroportion of non-operational equipment
is not much different from that in U.S. laboratories
so that one can say that it is in a normal range.
Solar insolation and wind measurement equipment
appears to be operating routinely. The Data
Point systems (one at the lab and one in each of
the four regions) are operating but, because of
major design and construction problems) have
given a good deal of trouble. The Laboratory
is attempting to secure some remedy from the
manufacturer.



Laboratory personnel are generally using
the instrumentation properly, but they could bene­
fit from greater association with engineers and
scientists who are expert in instrumentation.
Such associations during the past two years have
been adequate and should be continued for at
least another two years.

The Lab's outdoor testing area is rapidly
filling up with test units and installations.
It is adequate nmw, but will be too small within
about a year. There is no indoor Laboratory area
except the test instrument room and while the pro­
gram has not yet run into any serious problem
with this lack of space, further program
development and installation of the scientific
equipment that has not yet arrived will require
a considerably larger indoor laboratory area
equipped with utilities, electronic work benches,
cabinets, etc.

The engineering and administrative offices
are inadequate in number, size and appointments.
They are too scattered about and there is no
conveniently located conference room.

According to the project schedule, a new
Laboratory should have been completed by January
of 1980. The only progress so far is a commit­
ment by GRM of land and preparation of plans
for the new laboratory by the architect Baba
Alpha Cisse. In order to accomplish Phase II
objectives, the laboratory has up-graded its
present facilities but they are far
from sufficient (as shown in Chart IV.B.6);
total enclosed area is 575 square meters compared
to the 1,000 square meters needed.

The money stated in the Project Paper for
construction of the new Laboratory was $350,000
plus an inflation allowance which brings it to
$425,000 today. The architect's present estimate
of the cost of construction according to his
plans is 494,000,000 FM or $810,000 at the current
conversion ratio of 610 FM/$. This is almost
double the estimate of the Project Paper and
corresponds to a cost per unit covered area of
$840 per square meter or about $80 per square
foot. This appears unjustifiably high and when
contractor's bids come in, the cost may be found
to be lower. If this does not happen, the most
feasible alternative may be partial construction.
Discussion with Laboratory personnel revealed
that they would be willing to use their own personn
to construct, for example, the atelier and the
the Ilamenagement exterieur" so that the estimated
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Chart IV.B.6

Areas of Present and Proposed Laboratories

Present Laboratory New Laboratory
Item (floor space in (floor space in-,

square meters) sql.Jare meters)

Site area (total) 7,600 15,000

Office and conference room 100 )
Library 24 ) 252 340
Engineer's offices 98 )
Under construction 30 )

Workshop (M/C shop, sheet metal
and welding, assembly, paintshop,
electrical, carpenting) 165 285

Testing
Fully exposed 1,700 )
Shaded 275 ) 2,000 1,200*
Covered 25 )

Storage
Closed 55 45
Open 36 32
Tools 15 0
Field Instruments 27 48

Total covered area 575 964

*Architect's plans. However. adequate area exists for expansion to needed
size.
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cost of the remalnlng contracted construction
would be about $450,000. The Laboratory has
experience in such work, having already
constructed the present atelier for only $5,000.
Such an arrangement would be workable if part of
the Phase I and II contingency and inflation
funds ($342,000) were released for this purpose.
The architect's cost estimates are given in
Table IV.B.7. See also discussion in Section IV.G
Draft Budget Phase III and on page A-9 of
Appendix A.

6. Laboratory Personnel

The Laboratory is organized into three sections
under the underall direction of Cheickna TRAORE.

- Administrative and Finance headed by Boubacar
DIAKITE

- Science and Technology headed by Modibo DICKO
- Shot and Production headed by Benoit MAIGA.

The organization chart is shown as Figure IV.B.7
and a list of personnel in Table IV.B.7.

Since 1978, when the project began, the
engineering staff has increased from eight to
fourteen. The 1978 staff was composed of those
engineers marked by an asterisk in Table IV.B.7
plus Mamadou TOURE and Mamadou SOW who are no
longer on the staff. Most of the additions came
from the Ecole Nationale des Ingenieurs (Bamako).
They are a young and vigorous group which has
already made significant contributions to the
Laboratory. Progress in the bioconversion and
photovoltaic groups, for example, is due in large
measure to their efforts.

The heart of the Laboratory is its scientific
and engineering staff. However, the supporting
staff in all three sections is equally important.
It has been improved and expanded under this
project.

The Laboratory personnel can carry out the
work necessary for Phase III but for about two
years will need further training and technical
assistance. This is particularly true for the
shop personnel and the personnel concerned with
instrumentation and measurement. We recommend
that a skilled shop person such as Alex Roqueta
be retained for a 12 month period to improve
the skill level of the shop personnel. Continued
contact with engineers, scientists and elec­
tronics and instrumentation people with hands-
on capabilities is also recommended. The short­
term assistance has fulfilled this need and should
be conti nued.
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Table IV.B.6

Architect's Estimated Costs by "Lot ll
• The

Costs are in FM at time of estimate and must be
up-dated by an inflation factor of 1.21.

Lot no. Poste transformer 4.604.190

Lot no. 2 Loge Gardien 7.995.540

Lot no. 3 Administration Aile gauche 98.804.785

Lot no. 4 Administration Ail e droite 89.809.555

Lot no. 5 B-atiment d'essai 11 .042.060

Lot no. 6 Ateliers 65.904.330

Lot no. 7 Parking, Vel os, ~10by1 ettes 9.823.520

Lot no. 8 Toilettes Exterieures 7.174.320

Lot no. 9 Amenagement Exterieur 60.181.390
...

53.021.565Lot no. 10 Amenagement Exterieur 2

Pri x AoOt 1980

Actua1isation (Inflation factor = 1.21)

408.361.255

408.361.255 x 1.21 = 494.117.119 FM

= $810,000 (1982 cost)
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Names Qualification Experience

1. Cheicknn Trno;e* Ingenieur Principal Thermo-physicien Director,of the Laboratory since
4/31/1969

*2. Amadou Doumbia Dip10me d'Ingenieur des Sciences
App1iquees
Dip1gme des"Hiutes Etudes sur
l'Energie Solaire"(Perpignan)

. !

In service at LESO since 2/21/1974
L.

3. NITo Diarra *

4. Modibo'Dicko*

'\

.
Ingen~eur ·du 2e deg~e du Genie Civil
et des Mines (specialite. e1ectro­
rnecanique), dip10me de l'ENI - Bamako

Ingenieur principal. Dip10me .·.d IIngenieur
,del' Institut \Pplytieclimique de:, .
Bielorussie (URSS) ~

In service at LESO since 1/22/1975

I

.'In service at LF.SO since 10/20/1916 ~.

5. Mahamane Bi1al:- Toure* .... : I Ingenieur Principal. Diplome
d'fngenieur e1ectro-m~canicien de
l'Institut Energetique de Moscou.
Specia1ite "Machines et Apparei1s
Elect riques", .;.

. ,

In service at LESO since 12/15/1977
\

\..

In service at LESO since 1/22/1979

Ingcnieur du Genie Civil et des Hines
Spikia1ite: Hachines; e tIns tal1a tions
frigorifiques 1 compr~ssion>.

" .Inge·nie.ur du 2e degre du Genie 'Civil
et des Mines, (specialite: electro~

mecanique), diploma' d' ingenieur .'
de. l'ENI .. ,. ..'.. .... . ,,'...,
.' '.:' , .. ,.,.'. .'.1,..... .. , .. , ,

Hamata Ag Hantafaye7.

6. Cheiek Ournar Traore

I I , I -'-
I

In service; at LESO~id.nce li/24/1980--: ' i :~
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Names

8. Amadou Sidibe *

9. Mamadou Diarra

10•. Sekou Xavier Dembe1e

11. Fatogoma Dembe1e

12. Yaya Sidibe

,.\

Qualifica tion

Ingenieur du 2e degre du GCM.
Dip10me d'Ingenieur de l 'ENI.
Specia1ite: &lectro-mecanique

Ingenieur du 2eme ~egre du GCM.
Specia1ite: e1ectro-mecanique)
Diplome d'Ingenteur de l'ENI

Ingenieur du 2e degre du GCM.,
Specia1ite:: e1ectro-mecanique
Dip10me d'Ingenieur de l'ENI

Ingenieurdu 2e degre du GCM.
Specia1ite: E1ectro~mecanique.

Dip10me d'Ingenieur de l'ENI/Bamako

Ingenieur du 2e degre'du GCM.
'Specialite: e1ectro-mecanique
Dip10me d'Ingenieur de 1 1ENI

'I

Experience

" .. 0' ,. , ..

In servicelat LESO since 12/15/1976

In service at LESe since 1/22/1979
I

L

In service ;'at 'LESO" since' 8/15/1979
L. . • _ <44 •• 4

In servicer-at LESO' sfu'ce7/8/1981
I . . --,., ,

In service la~LE~O ?irice 7/8/19B113. Alhousseyni Marga, Ingenieur du 2e d~gre du GCM.
Specia1ite: E1ectro-mecanique,
Dip10me d'Ingenieur de 1 lENI/Bamako L" i, ., .1', .

'.

14. Mahamet "_I Dembe1e Ingenieur du 2e ,degre du GeM,
Specia1ite: e1ectro-mecanique
Dip10me d'Ingenieur ~e llENI

In service\ 'a't" 'LESe)' s'fuce'''i/2/1979



IV. C. Assessment of Survey Design and Achievements

1. Assessment of Survey Design

As specified in the Project Paper t the project staff was to gather socio­
economic data on the communities receiving the early start solar pumps during the
first phase of the project. These preliminary sets of data would help guide the
designers of the more extensive socio-economic study of communities in a broader
range of zones that was planned for Phase II. The aims of the Phase II socio­
economic studies were diverse: to identify the aspects of traditional technology
that could be improved by devices developed by the Lab, to identify the traditional
institutions best capable of managing and maintaining introduced devices, and to
establish base-line data that would allow a very complete evaluation of the impact
of introduced devices on labor productivity, on the allocation of labor, on
household revenue, and on local social structure (particularly social strati­
fication). In addition, the survey was to estimate average consumption of
traditional and modern energy sources, to give data on prices and distribution
channels, and to gather technical data needed for an assessment of the economic
returns to improved technologies compared with traditional technologies. The
lists of topics of study in the Project Paper we~e meant to be illustrative:
the exact focus of the study was expected to vary from site to site, depending
on the devices the 1aboratory intended to introduce.

The original choice of survey zones and administrative districts shown in
table IV.C.l.a and figure IV.C.l was to be made in the Interagency Project
Committee, chaired by the Director General of Hydrology and Energy, and was to
include a wide range of sites in some of the most isolated regions of Mali.
The principal motivation for the choice of survey sites seems to have been to
get as wide a range of ethnic groups and geographical zones as possible. The
survey instruments were to be designed by the Evaluation Unit of the Institut
d'Economie Rurale (IER), assisted by a liaison engineer from the Lab, and by a
U.S. social scientist. Both the IER director of the survey and possibly some
Peace Corps Volunteers were to get short-term training in survey methods. Two
middle school leavers--students who had completed nine years of schooling and
were not going to enter secondary schools--were to be based in each of the
survey vi 11 ages, and they were to be supervi sed by four teams of Peace Corps
Volunteers anda Malian national at the baccalaureate level. The survey zones
were supposed to be compact enough to permit the supervisors to visit each
village about once every three weeks without requiring that the supervisors
travel more than half of their working time.

During the course of the Phase II studies, the enqueteurs were to identify
village cadres--either traditional institutions or individuals--who were able
to manage and maintain renewable energy devices and who were to be given
training at the start of Phase III when test models of devices were installed
in village sites. The plan was intended to give all communities that wanted
it a concrete return for their patience and cooperation but community members
were to be expected to contribute at least part of the cost of such devices.
Phase IV was to include an exhaustive evaluation of the impact of project
interventions in each survey community.

The PP budget for the socio-economic surveys is shown in table IV.C.l.b.
The table includes only items budgeted for the base-line socio-economic survey
and consumption estimate and omits the costs solely attributable to field
testing and evaluation in Phases III and IV. However, it does include the
anthropologist's time and the costs of report preparation and translation,
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Table IV.C.l.a: Survey Zones designated in REP PP
(numbers of communities in each circle)

Zone II I - San
M' Pessaba ..... 1
Yankasso - 1
Dogon area - 2
Mopti Livestock Operation - 1
Kona and Send~gu~ - 2

• 1

- 1

- 1

- 1

- 1

- 2

- 2

- 1

- 1

.... 1

- 1

- 2
- 1
- 1
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Zone IV - Gao
Menaka
Rharous II
Di ebock
Cercl e de Bourem
Cercle de Tombouctou

Zone II - Bamako
Cercle de Bamako
Cercle de Kolokant
Cercle de Kita
Cercle de Bougouni
Cercle de Yanfolila

Zone 1 - Nioro
Ce rc1e de Ni 0 ro
Cercl e de Y~l iman~

OMBEVI pastoral zone
OMBEVI villages



since it is assumed that these reports are in part reports of the base-line
data. The budgeted cost of the base-line survey is roughly 10% of the total
project budget. "Several items, however, were missing from the PP budget for
the survey. The short-term training in survey techniques was not budgeted for.
More importantly, the PP made little provision for entering or analyzing the
survey data: it did not budget for keypunching costs, programming costs, or
computer time. The sums for interim reports and final report preparation seem
mostly for typi ng, reproducti on and transl ati on. A common rul e of thumb is
that analysis and report writing take about the same amount of time as field
work but no budget provision is made for anything near that amount of time.
Another problem was that the PP did not make clear whether IER or the expatriate
researchers had the bulk of responsibility for data analysis and for report
writing.

To sum up: the socio-economic study designed in the PP covered a very
wide range of topics and an extremely wide range of survey sites. The
Evaluation Unit of the Institut d'Economie Rurale was to have most of the
responsibility for survey design and execution, and the personnel and super­
vision of the data gathering are laid out in some detail. However, the PP
gave little guidance on how the data were to be analyzed. IER has always
tabulated and analyzed its survey data by hand; it has no experience in
designing survey instruments to be analyzed by machine, it has no personnel
with much programming experience; and it has no functioning computer facilities.
To tabulate by hand a year's worth of data on 250 households in 4 survey zones
would have been extremely difficult, and any kind of multivariate analysis
would have been impossible. On the other hand if analysis was to be done
by machine, it should have been evident that IER personnel were going to
need considerable training, access to computer facilities, and long-term
technical assistance to conduct and analyze the survey.

The original implementation schedule had called for recruitment of survey
personnel by IER to begin in May 1979, for the survey to select field sites
by April of 1979, and to begin by October 1979. However, the Participating
Agency Service Agreement (PASA) between AID and the Department of Energy
Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI) that provided for the services of the
U.S. social scientists (as well as other technical assistance to the Lab)
was not signed until June of 1979 and the Convention No. 0718 between the
Institut d'Economie Rurale and the Lab was not signed until May of 1980.

The Convention negotiated between the IER and the Lab differed in
several respects from what had been planned in the project paper. The Lab
noted in its technical report of 1 November 1980 that it had hoped that IER
would be able to assume full responsibility for the survey, including the
management of funds for the field teams, but that IER had not wanted to
assume responsibility for transferring money to the survey zones or accounting
for expenses. The convention as it was signed gave IER an advisory role in
designing the survey questionnaires and the major responsibility for
recruitment, training, and supervision of the enqueteurs and contr~leurs.*
IER was to participate in drafting twice-yearly progress reports and the
final report. However, the nature of this participation was not detailed
in the convention and the budqet of the accord "included no staff time for
analysis or report writing.

*Note: Throughout thi s report the terms control eur and controll er are used
interchangeably.
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Table IV.C.l.b: PP Budget for socia-economic studies­
Base-line data only

Phase I
Short-term mission (energy scientist, economist, and

social anthropologist)
Technical assistance - social anthropologist

Phase II
Survey vehicles (5)

In-country training for enumerators and controllers (65)

Enumerators' salaries
Village housing for enumerators
Housing allowance for contr&leurs
Contr5leurs' salaries
In-country travel
Vehicle operating expenses
Operating expenses, contracting agencies
Social anthropologist (3 mo.)
Office expenses for survey headquarters

Phase III (does not include costs of field tests per se)
Social anthropologist
Interim report preparation
Translation of interim report

Phase IV
Social A:nthropologist (3 mo.)
Final report preparation
Translation of final report

TOTAL .
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26,000

29,000

55,000

60,000

10,000

52,000

2,500

2,600

5,500
14,800

24,000

25,000

21,000

15,000

232,400

47,000
10,000
7,000

64,000

19,000

15,000

10,000

44,000



The U.S. social scientist for the project, Dr. Koenig, first visited
Mali to draw up pilot questionnaires in October 1979. She realized the
logistical problems that the original choice of administrative districts
would pose for the survey supervisors and wisely restricted the choice of
survey areas to within 75 km. from the town where the supervisors were to be
based. Koenig had hoped that IER would be able to begin pre-testing the
questionnaires and selecting survey sites in November or December of 1979.
The pretest did not begin, however, until June of 1980, and by then one of
the PCVs recruited for the survey had already finished his tour and left.
Indeed, at every juncture where there were significant delays in project
implementation, personnel changes were also a problem.

The pre-tests in the survey zones began in June of 1980, and involved
selecting a preliminary sample of 18 to 20 villages in each zone, gathering
preliminary data on the preliminary sample of villages to select 5 survey
villages, and, finally, testing the household questionnaires in villages
outside the survey zone. The methods used to select villages and households
will be discussed in Section IV.C.2.a.

The household questionnaires drew heavily two sets of sources (Koenig ms.
1979). The first set were energy surveys: The Peace Cor s Ener Surve
(developed by Jankura with the Overseas Development Council , Africa Energy
Survey Methodology developed by Donovan, Hamester and Rattien, Inc., for AID,
and the Base-Line Study for Socio-economic Evaluation of Tangaye Solar
Installation developed by Hemmings for AID. The second set of sources
were farming systems studies that draw on work by Norman and others at Ahmadu
Bello University and that include work Koenig and others had done with
Morris out of the Department of Agricultural Economics at Purdue.

Koenig returned to Bamako at the start of August 1980 to work with the
supervisory teams, and with Y. Cissee, Gros, and Querbes of the IER in revising
the forms and the coding directions. There were several groups of questionnaires
in the final version of the survey:

1) No. 10 and 11, which enumerate the households within each compound (carr~)

and collect preliminary information on fuel use and water sources.

2) No. 13 through 17, which inventory the water vessels in each household,
list the origin points for fuel and water for each household,
inventory energy-using devices, and give conversions for local
terms for the time of day and measures for weights and volumes.
(filled out once a month except for the device inventory which
was repeated each 6 months, and time weight and volume measures
which was to be filled out once).

3) No. 21 through 28. Time use, economic activities, and household revenue
and expenses. Asked of each survey household once each 8 days for
the previous two days only.

4) No. 31 through 35, based on observation of each household once every 8
days, record time and/or money spent getting fuel and water, water
consumed by household members present, fuel use, food preparation,
and use of energy-using devices.
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The basic unit of the observation for the survey was the household, defined
as a cooking unit composed of relatives (Koenig 1979 ms.). Each enqu~teur
followed five households over an eight-day observation cycle: one day of questionin
all five households on time-use and revenue and expenditures over the last
two days, one day of observation in each of the five households (alternatively
from 6 am to 1 pm, and during the next cycle from 1 pm to 8 pm) one day for
general paperwork and the market forms, and protocols, and a final day of
rest. The eight-day cycle insured that each household was observed during every
day of the wee k.
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Copies of the questionnaires can be found in annex D.

The sampling methods for villages and households, discussed below, were
developed by the IER. They are quite complex, and, having arrived at a sample
of villages, it is rather hard to say exactly what population the sample of
villages represents. This could be a problem if the survey data were used
for global economic estimates: for example, if a researcher wanted to use
the field-test data on stoves to estimate the effect on the whole survey zone
of large-scale production of improved stoves. Similarly, because the zones
were purposely chosen, it·is hard to use the survey data as estimates for
rural Mali as a whole.

Part of the survey--the forms dealing with time allocation, economic
activities, and consumption and revenue--were mostly meant to be used in
evaluating the impact of devices introduced in Phase III. Designing forms
and codes applicable to four geographic zones and thirteen ethnic groups is
difficult. Some of the controlling teams felt that this part of the survey
was not closely connected to the Laboratory's need for information. It might
have been possible to carry out the survey in conjunction with on-going or
completed farms systems studies, which would have allowed the enqu~teurs and
controllers to concentrate on the observational data, the protocols, and the
"renseignements techniques" later contributed by the lab, and would also have
given more accurate estimates of income, agricultural production, and labor
productivity.

The survey, as it was designed, was very close to the specifications in
the Project Paper. Decisions influencing the survey design, though, were
divided among different individuals who were not always in accord with what they
wanted from the survey and what were the least costly ways to get what they
wanted. Thus, the survey zones were chosen by the Interagency Project Committee
to encompass a wide geographical range and a diverse set of ethnic groups. This
environmental diversity is valuable in giving the SEL areas with different
energy needs and different potentials; however, it has also made logistical
support of the zones (discussed below) a grave problem and means that meeting
service needs of test devices located in the most distant zones will be a
heavy drain on the laboratory.

5) Protocols 41 through 59, open-ended questions that were at first intended
to be filled out by controllers for all villages. These try to
get information on basic ethnographic data for each village: Infra­
structure, natural environment, history of settlement, decision­
making, economic activities, traditional technology, artisanal
work, energy needsassess-ment, fuel use, water use, nutrition,
use of manure, markets, transport, local-level collectivities, and
local values affecting adoption of energy devices.

6) No. 72. Price of fuels and water (to be filled out every two weeks).



The Renewable Energy Project was designed when AID was directed to
address itself principally to the rural poor majority, and so the survey
zones are'~redominantly rural. Adaptinq and testing prototypes is slow work
for the laboratory and the first devices it has been able to bring to the
point of being ready to be field-tested have been improved stoves. However,
some of the survey areas are relatively well-forested. Children gather
much of the firewood and many families do not perceive a serious problem in
fuelwood supply. The motivation to chanqe to stove cookinq is therefore rela­
tively low. In most urban areas, however, firewood is costly and households
may be more motivated to try new ways of reducing their fuelwood consumption.
Controllers in the rural survey area where stoves were installed in sample
households felt that the stoves would be more appreciated in towns and urban
areas, and the costs of following the households where stoves were installed
would be lower than for rural ar~as (since population is denser) (C. Burke,
pers. comm.). However, we have no base-line data for urban areas.

Technical assistance to the Laboratory was not very effective before October
of 1980 and the Lab was therefore unable to furnish much input to the original
survey design. More recently, the Lab has been able to specify the information
it needs on traditional technologies (in the "renseignements techniques ") and
the survey structure has been able to fill those needs. Laboratory personnel
would have preferred that fuelwood used in cooking be measured to hundredths of
a kg. rather than rounded to the nearest kg. but that was the only specific
problem they noted.

A final question is whether parts of the survey were too complex for the
enqueteurs level of education. All codes used in the survey are numeric, and
the number of codes is large. In some cases, codes from one question on one
form will be used in other questions or on other forms (e.g., fiche 33 uses
the same codes as fiche 31 for wood types). In other cases, codes vary from
question to question and form to form. It might have been possible to use
self-coding forms where codes are on the questionnaires themselves (although
forms would have been much more bulky and costly). Another possibility might
have been to use alphabetical codes based on French, (which can be easier to
remember and edit,) and to transform them to numeric codes, if need be, through
the RECODE command in SPSS.*

* Statistical Package for the Social Sciences.
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IV. ... 'c. Assessment of Survey Perform~nce

': 2.. a. Village and Household Selection

The methodology for choosing communities and households for inclusion in
the survey was devised by IER. It was a fairly complicated way to have chosen
a sample and I have been unable to find any preliminary reports that describe
it completely (although instructions for the first stage are included in IlIn·
structions aux contr81eurs sur le programme de travail de la pr~-enquete"
issued by. IER in 1980). It seemed \'/orthwhile t therefore, to describe it in
some deta il •

-li4-

- ethn i c groups
- accessibility (less than 1 hour or 1-2 hours from chef-

lieu)
- major economic activities (agriculture t iron working)
- source of water (permanent or sporadically dry).

- ethnic groups
- presence or absence of market
- presence or absence of artisanal activity

Bougouni

Gao

The first step began during the pre-test when the contrOleurs for each
survey zone got in contact with local administrative authorities and obtained
a list of arrondissements that were within two hours' drive of the chef-lieu
de r~gion where the contrOleurs were to be based. The controllers then listed
all villages in accessible arrondissements in order of increasing population.
They calculated a sampling proportion t which we'll call Pt by dividing the
total number of villages listed by 18 (the number of villages they were to
retain in a preliminary sample)t choosing a random number from 1 to p,
starting on the village corresponding to the random number they had chosen,
and then selecting each pth village on the list.

For each of the selected villages t the contr8leurs filled out a_questionnair
that included information on the population t number of IIfami1les ll t ethnic
composition t major economic activities t artisanal activitie·s t livestock
holdings, estimated the amount of animal traction equipment, inventoried
sources of water and fuel t inventoried government services available t and
also inventoried vehicles and diesel engines in the village. The principal
source of information for these questions was the chief and local notables.

Having filled out the village questionnaires, the controleurs were then
to choose a village outside the sample population (that iS t more than two hours
away from the chef-lieu) that included a market and that had a government
encadreur, and test the household forms with a literate family and an
illiterate family.

After the pre-enqu~tet the village forms were tabulated, and the
preliminary sample villages were classified by criteria that differed from zone
to zone, as follows:



Nioro

San

- ethnic group

access i bil ity
presence or lack of permanent water supply

- degree of difficulty in obtaining firewood

- ethnic group
- activity

accessibil ity

Since IER wanted all survey households to be unrelated, it excluded from
consideration all villages with fewer than 10 "familles". The villages were
then classified by size and a sample of 5 villages from each survey zone was
selected that represented the final categories of the stratification criteria,
and that also gave 25 per cent small villages, 50 per cent medium-sized, and
25 per cent large villages.

The second drawing was not random, the object being rather to choose a
village from each category ana-have the desired distribution with respect to
size. The problem, of course, was that classifying villages by these 5 criteria
gives 48 possible final categories, and it was impossible to represent all categories
in the final list of villages to be studied.

The method for choosing survey households used the same kinds of
stratification: households were classified by size, type of occupation (farmer,
herder, fisher), the use or non-use of modern fuels, and whether or not the house­
hold had a well within the compound. The categorizations for each survey zone
were lumped, and a sample of 50 households was selected that had roughly the
same proportions in each cell as the total population of households in the
zone. These totals were then adjusted to divide the total sample into 10
households for each village.

The major problems with the sampling method for villages and households,
however, come from its premises. The point of stratified random sampling is to
incorporate knowledge you have about the variable you're interested in, by
separating your population into relatively homogeneous classes. However, in
a case where you start out without much knowledge of the variable you're
interested in--energy use, here--it's very common to find out that the variables
you thought would have important effects don't, and that the major effects
on the variable you're interested in come from elsewhere. Thus, when you know
very little about your survey topic, it's often best to draw a sample as
simply as possible.

The other problem with the sampling method is the non-representativeness
of the sample villages. Often one of the justifications for relatively costly
surveys is that they will allow planners to make more accurate estimates of
production and consumption and demand for the country as a whole, or for regions
of the country, or for a project zone. However, with a sample of the kind
chosen, it's hard to argue that the survey results will be accurate estimates
for the population drawn from.



b. Personnel Selection and Training

Under its convention with the Lab, IER had responsibility for recruiting and
training all village-level enqueteurs and Malian zone-level controleurs, and for
training Peace Corps Volunteers acting as zone-level controleurs. The task was
complicated by the delays in project implemenation and consequent turnover in
personnel, among the Volunteers, among enqueteurs in the zones, and within IER
itself.

Thus, of the IER staff members assigned to work in the survey in 1979,
one had been transferred before the pre-test began and replaced by the present
supervisor, Youssouf Ciss~. The other staff member, Querbes, was transferred
to other duties 6 months after the survey got under way. Turnover among the
controleurs was even more rapid; of the four teams Koenig worked with in October
1979, only one team (at San) was intact at the pre~test of the forms in June
and July of 1980, due to resignation of two Peace Corps Volunteers. Two
other Volunteers (one original and one replacement) finished their tours while
the enquete was still in progress. Since the Peace Corps could not rapidly
recruit new volunteers, IER supplied Malian controleurs to substitute.

~ost of the contrOleurs recruited were at the 2~ Terminale level. All
the original contrOleurs received a month of training from the IER before the
start of the pre-enquete, and another training course from 3 to 11 November 1980.
Although one of the Malian controleurs during the pre-enquete worked poorly,
Koenig felt that the contrOleur teams at the start of the survey proper (May-
June 1981) were conscientious and competent (Koenig trip report May l8-June 27,1981
The evaluation team was only able to visit two of the four survey sites: San,
which had the strongest contrOleur team of any of survey sites, and Nioro,
whose contrOleurs seemed competent. Gerald CashioD, AID Mission anthropologist,
made a trip at the same time to evaluate work at Gao. He felt that the
enqueteur from San who was promoted and transferred to Gao as a contrOleur
was working well and had significantly improved the work of the other controleur.

The initial control teams included two women, a Peace Corps Volunteer and
a Malienne. The replacement Volunteer was also female. However, all three had
left by the end of the survey* and had been replaced by males. This was
unfortunate, since most of the tasks the survey focussed on--cooking, grinding
grain, and drawing water--were women's work, and it would have been helpful to
have had better access to women's views on them.

The recruitment of enqueteurs by competitive examination did not begin until
January 1981. Most candidates had a Certificat de Scolarit~ (attesting that they
had completed 9 years of schooling but had failed the OiplOme d'Etudes Fondamentale
a few had started at a lyc~e but had flunked out. The training lasted about 2
months and was based on the questionnaires and code books. The preliminary
selection among trainees was based on their lanquaoe skills (i.e., whether they spo
the languages of the survey villages) and on written tests during training.
All enqueteurs then did 2 to 4 week's field work on probation before a final
selection was made.

*There were efforts to hire one Peace Corps Volunteer on a Personal Services
Contract at the end of Peace Corps Service but interpersonal friction with
IER made this impossible.
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In her tour of survey sites in May and June 1981, Koenig noted that
enqu~teurs at Bougouni had not had many of the codes and questions explained
to them well, and she spent considerable time retraining the enqueteurs.
The worst training problems, however, were at Gao, and these were compounded
by more rapid turnover in enqueteurs and supervisors (see below) than elsewhere.
In some areas, it wasn't possible to recruit enqueteurs who spoke the local
languages: thus, for example in San, enqueteurs for Bobo and Minianka
villages had to do most interviews in Bambara.
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c. survey SIJpervi sion

There are two levels of supervis;-on that have to be
examined here:-supervision of the zone controller teams from Bamako, and
supervision of the enqueteurs in the field. This section will concentrate on
the technical side of the supervision; the next section will discuss logistical
support for the field crews.

The major problem the Charg~ d'Etude had to cope with after the convention
was signed was getting the controller teams into the field. This pre-enquete
had ended in July and questionnaires had been revised in August 1980 but the
teams did not get back to the field until late December to recruit and train
enqueteurs, census the sample villages, and carry out preliminary village
inventories. The delay is hard to explain. The Division des Etudes Techniques
(DET) of IER felt that during this time it was taking on tasks not specified
in the convention: managing the zone vehicles, the controllers salaries, and
the funds not used in the pre-enquete. IER was also irked that USAID would
not allow it to hire an additional controller to stand in reserve to replace
any controller falling ill or finishing his or her tour. The problem did not
seem to have been lack of funds; by 31/12/80 IER had received 6,181,225 MF
in advances, of which it had justified 2,460,856 FM (IER memo to SEL 22/4/82,
No. 00156).

The convention between IER and the Lab specified that technical supervlslon
would include a visit during the pre-enquete of 7 to 10 on-site working days in
each zone, participation in a seminar to rework the forms, one month in each
survey zone to help in the training of enqueteurs, and then a visit every four
months to each survey zone. The convention also specified that the supervisors
were to submit written trip reports to the Lab for each visit.

However, the only reports the evaluation team was able to locate were
two progress reports for the periods 1 June to 20 July 1980 and March 1981,
and an undated technical report on changes to be made in Gao. The supervisor
of the survey at IER said he was not allowed sufficient time between field
trips to write trip reports, and that in most cases he debriefed the Lab informall
The only record we have of his trips is an undated, handwritten listing of
trips from 1980 to the present, transcribed in Table IV.C.2.c.

According to the chart, Bougouni and San were visited at fairly regular
intervals but Nioro had not been visited since October 1981 and Gao had not
been visited since the survey got started in September 1981 (although Hart noted
that Ciss~ has visited Gao in November 1981). Part of the problem has been delays
in AID advances to the Lab and consequent delays in the Lab's advances to IER
(discussed in the next section).

In principle, IER was to review and correct all forms before sending them
to Koenig in the U.S. for keypunching; however, some batches (like the first
set from Gao) were not checked adequately before be"ing sent. Koenig's "Conseils
G~n~raux aux Control eurs et aux Enqu~teurs II note pers i stent probl ems 1ike
illegibility, failing to fill out activity forms corresponding to each task
reported on the time-allocation form, and mistakes in coding.
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Table IV.C.2.c: S.upervisory Trips by Youssouf Ciss~, IER

To choose
sample villages

Bougouni

13/06/80

4-6/07/80

Nioro

21/06/80

San

19/06/80

Gao

24/06/80

Supervi sors visits
to zones 24/12/80

20/01/81

10/02/81

28/03/81 02/04/81 09/03/81

28/05/81

07/05/81

03/06/81 07/06/81

29/06/81

26/10/81 22/11/81

10/12/81

04/03/82

19/04/82 23/04/82



One problem for the IER supervisor was his lack of experience in
analyzing survey results on the computer and his consequent reluctance to
make changes in survey forms or codes. For example, Form 33 has two columns for
a code "espece de boi s II and in the code book each survey zone was allotted an
additional 10 codes for its most important species. San enqueteurs found people
used more than 10 species of wood, and requested that they be allotted
additional codes (out of the 59 possible codes not being used). The request
was refused.

The Peace Corps Volunteers we talked to felt that IER supervisors were
conscientious in doing the parts of their jobs they understood well but that
they had difficulty dealing with new situations. They felt that the overall
quality of supervision fy'om IER was erratic and that in some cases IER's
insistence on going through channels had made technical collaboration between
Lab personnel and the field teams difficult.

The quality of supervision given to the enqu~teurs by controllers has
also varied from zone to zone. Each controller is supposed to keep a listing
of each enqueteur's observations to make sure he's following the right schedule
of observations and is making observations for each day of work. There was
considerable variation, however, in the volume of observations. For example,
in San (the best zupervised zone), tabulation of the number of forms each
enqueteur filled out during the first three months of data showed that the
number of water-use and fuel-use forms per enqueteur varied from 24 to 47.
In Gao, the zone that experienced the worst problems, an evaluation in March
1981 showed that 3 months were missing out of 6 months total survey time.

The number of visits received by each set of enqu~eurs varied from
about 4 per month to 2 or less per month in Gao before March 1982. However,
by early May 1982, Cashion reported that the controllers in Gao were making
3 visits per month to more distant villages and two visits a week to nearer
villages. In Nioro, controllers said they tried to visit each site one or twice
a week when gas was available but enqueteurs in one village thought they were
visited eve~y one or two weeks when gas was available and noted there had been
two periods of a month to six weeks when the controllers were unable to make
rounds.
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d. Survey Logistics

The major difficulties for field teams in all zones involved the
availability of funds, difficulties in getting and maintaining equipment,
and difficulty in getting blank forms from IER. The funding problem was
the most frequent and wi despread. ,

When the convention was negotiated, IER did not want to have financial
responsibility for the survey zones. Advances to cover the salaries, living,
and travel expenses of the controllers and enqu~teurs, as well as zone operating
expenses, are advanced by the Lab from its operating expense advance. There
have often been problems in allowing sufficient time to get requests for
advances approved and to get checks issued by USAID. Another problem has been
that receipts to justify sums expended in the field zones take a long time
to get back to the Lab in Bamako, and it has, consequently, had difficulty
convincing USAID that funds have been spent (see below).

The procedure for getting money to the field is that the Lab writes out
a check for operating expenses to the Cellule Administrative et Financiere
of the Ministere de 1 I Interieur, who (given 24 hours' notice) give~ cash
to the IER supervisor or to the Lab liaison engineer who carries the money
to the Registrar of each administrative cercle to give out to the controllers
against receipts for expenditures. The receipts are collected from the Registrars
every 3 months (in principle) by the IER supervisor or by the Lab liaison,
but it can take longer; for example, the Lab financial report to AID for January
1982 included salary receipts from the previous June.

San has been the only survey site that has managed to carryon the
survey continuously, despite, for example, two month delays in paying salary.
At times, carrying on has meant using moby1ettes for making trips to survey
villages because there was no money for gas for the car. Nioro had three
periods without funds: June to the end of September 1981, October through
December 1981, and January through March 1982. During the first period, the
enqueteurs were unable to pay their lodging and board, and were forced to
gather in Nioro and wait for funds. Other times they have been able to get
credit from local suppliers to tide them over. Gao had the most severe
problems with funds because living costs are higher there than elsewhere.
Work stopped from 15 January to 2 March 1981, and from 20:24 August 1981. At
the time of the evaluation (25 April 1982) Bougouni had reportedly received
no funds since February.

Equipment and vehicles also posed major problems. Survey equipment that
had been requested in October 1979 had not been ordered by January 1981 and
had to be bought locally. Some items, e.g., pedometers, never arrived for some
sites. The watches the Nioro enqu~teurs were issued were not durable and
enqueteurs had to repair them or replace them at their own expense. Enqueteurs
in the more remote areas had problems finding pencils that had hard enough
leads not to smear.

Vehicles were also a problem. The gas-engine Toyota Land Cruisers ordered
for the project used 1arge amounts of fuel, and controll ers in San fe1 t that a
bacher'wou1d be able to manage the roads and would cost less to run and maintain.
The vehicle at Gao never got proper sand tires and had problems with tires and
with the fuel system: Koenig estimated that the controllers had been immobilized
half the time between January and June 1981 by lack of funds or a working
vehicle or both, (Koenig report in manuscript, 1981).



Lack of blank forms was the third major problem for most zones. San
controllers reported that although they requested forms two months in advance,
they twice ran out of forms (once for more than a month) and had to rule
blank sheets by hand. Gao had run out of forms from 14 October to 11 November
1981, from 16 January to 11 February, and from 16 March to 3 April 1982.
Nioro was the only zone for which we had information that had never run out
of forms: the controllers were able to get forms sent in on the ODIK planes
that came in from Bamako each week.
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e; Survey Coordination

During the early parts of the project, administrative and technical coor­
dination among USAID, the Lab and IER posed considerable problems. During
the time when Koenig drafted the original household questionnaires (October
1979 to June 1980) and when she and the IER revised them in August 1980, the Lab
was unable to furnish technical input to the questionnaires. (The REDSO/WA
energy advisor, however, was able to give some advice.) When the Lab began
to compile its data needs, in early 1981, and asked that the survey forms be
re-drafted, IER was reluctant to revise the forms, claiming that the forms
had already been reproduced and that revising and reproducing them again
would be prohibitively costly. The Lab dispatched a list of the questions
it needed answered to Koenig, and she discussed two possible channels for
the interchange of information in her trip to Bamako during May and June of
1981.

The first possible channel involved Lab's contacting the researchers at
IER, jointly drafting questions to be answered, IER's transmitting these
questions to the controllers, the controllers discussing the questions with
the enqu~teurs and in terms of village problems, and drafting short reports ,
in reply to the questions. These reports were to be transmitted to the Charge
d'Etude at IER, and the IER was to send them to the Lab. The second possible
channel was for the liaison engineer of the Lab to compile the questions his
colleaaues needed answered before leaving on field trips and then to discuss
these questions directly with the field controllers and villagers. In this
case, the liaison engineer would draft a short r~nnri: f'!"! ,~js 1"'e~ll~n to ,°cf:-Ta/r:o,
and send a copy to IER.

The official channel proved to be very slow. The Renseignements Techniques
that the Lab wanted were transmitted to IER early in 1981 and sat in the IER
until Koenig's visit in May 1981, in spite of her having approved their distri­
bution before her arrival. The controllers in San drafted a report that was
sent to IER in July 1981. IER wanted to type and edit it before passing it
to the Lab, and it was still in IER in January 1982 (Koenig memo to Anderson,
Hart, and the Evaluation Team 8/4/82). It was apparently lost in the IER some
time during early 1982. The IER did, however, transmit reports from Gao and
Nioro to the Lab in late April 1982.

Administrative coordination between IER and the Lab was almost equally
difficult in the beginning. The section on logistics covered some of the
consequent delays in funding and in procuring equipment. However, starting in
early 1981, the Lab liaison engineer began to take a more acti'/e role in
coordinating support for the survey among IER, the Lab, and the USAID. He
began making regular trips to the survey zones, in part to install and monitor
the data-point systems, in part to help with survey logistics, to get funds
out into the zones, and to collect receiats for exoenditures. The Lab also
negotiated a personal services contract be~~een SE~r and one of the Peace CorDS
Volunteer controllers of the survey in order to continue the controller's '
service at the expiration of his contract ~ith the ?eace Coros. It tnus ~ecame

possible to cor::municate ',I/ithout having to So through the IER', ·~o'.'ie'/er, commu­
n~cacion '",ith the :ER ~s still so~etii~es j~ffic~lt. ,; recent examp 1 e ','JdS

when the IER brought the Gao field vehicle to Bamako for reoairs, Jut fa~led

to notify the SEL, who ~ere to have arranged for and ~aid f6r ~he reo~irs.
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A memo from Koenig to Anderson, Hart, and the Evaluation team examines the
coordination problems between IER and the Lab in some detail, in order to
assess what IER's role should be in Phase III of the project, when the Lab
begins to put in place prototype energy devices. She felt that although the
IER had supervised the structures part of the Phase II socia-economic survey
competently, IER had considerable trouble with less structured inquiries like
the protocols and the Renseignements Techniques. She felt that this difficulty
in carrying out unstructured inquiries, IER's inflexibility in revising
structures inquiries, and its repeated difficulties in communicating with
the Lab would continue to create problems if (as planned in the Project
Document) the IER continued to supervise field studies in Phase III of the
project. She suggested that the Lab instead hire the more capable controllers
and enqu~teurs directly. That is, indeed, what the Lab has now done in the
San zone, where a reduced force of controllers and several enqueteurs monitor
household use of the 50 improved stoves that had been installed in survey
households. The evaluation team concurs in Koenig's recommendation.
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f. Cost of Survey

Because the socio-economic survey was ambitious in scope, it seemed
worthwhile to get a rough idea of what the cost of survey had been, or, at
least, what the cost in terms of USAID projects funds had been. Costs borne
by the Peace Corps and by the Malian Government are not included in these
estimates.

Table IV.C.2.f.i shows the local-currency costs that were reported and
justified to AID by the Lab by March 1982. These figures were transcribed
from the monthly financial reports submitted to AID. During the first months
of reporting, expenses for the survey were sometimes lumped with similar costs
for the laboratory; the figures asterisked are therefore approximations.
Some of the field equipment for the survey team was bought at the last minute
by the Lab - it is listed under miscellaneous.

Table IV.C.2.f.ii shows the total advances made to the zones to date and
the total advances to be made to the zones for the rest of the survey. Funds
were separately advanced to the IER for supervision costs from Bamako - the
amount justified of these funds is 318,882 FM more than advances, and the
amount to be advanced during the rest of the survey is 4,406,000 FM.

Inquiries to SERI from the evaluation team elicited a prompt estimate of
the amounts spent to furnish the U.S. social scientist, the Peace Corps
Volunteer-controller later hired by SERI on a personal services contact,
and then travel and support costs, and the amount reserved for a final TOY
in Bamako for the U.S. social scientist at the end of the survey. The cost
of survey vehicles was budgeted at $60,000. Table IV.C.2.f.iii gives an
idea of the total cost paid by USAID funds.

If we convert the local currency part of the cost to dollars, the total
cost is roughly $278,000 at current rates. However, since the dollar has
risen recently in value, the dollar cost of local-currency expenditures was
somewhat higher. Still, it is clear that the costs incurred and the costs
expected for the survey over the next few months come very close indeed to what
was budgeted for the survey and the social scientist over phases I and II.
The cost to the project of data gathering was about $348 per household per
month.

Koenig noted in August 1980 that the Project Plan made no provision for
data entry and data processing costs. She estimated the costs of entering
and processing the data in the U.S. would include about $20,000 for keypunching
and about $3,000 for air-freight; however, SER/OM has been able to take on
keypunching. If we assume that the analysis and report writing will take about
12 person-months, that inflation since 1980 is roughly 15%, and that a programmer
will be able to do about half the work, programmer costs would be about $10,000
and consultant costs would be about 519,000. There would be additional
costs for supplies and computer time.

The Project Paper budget for Phase III includes $47,000 for social science
services in the program of prototype testing and for analysis and report writing.
The evaluation team recommends that the REP update estimates of the cost of data
entry, analysis, and reporting, and earmark Phase III funds to cover the cost.
The project should then contract for an analyst's services through the agency
that succeeds SERI or with a consulting firm or U.S. University. Dr. Koenig's
knowledge of the survey and experience make her a strong first choice for the
principal analyst. -65-
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28/1'2/79- 30/3/80- 30/6/80- 14/10/80-
61813/3/80 30/6180 15/10/80 30/11/80 .!ill!! ill! . 2/81 1L!1 ill! ill1

a1• Fixed costs and - - - - - - 1,806,220 - 28,945 .245...170 77,120
operating expenses,
IER

a2" Fixed costs and - - - - - - - 232,200 - 23,745 187,500operating exponses,
survey zones

II. Salary, primes, and - - 2,372,180 - - - - - 2,597,275 558,870 5,354,580
lodging, enumerators
and ~ontroller.

1" Laboratory travel - - 62,500. 84,450. - - - - - 458,500to survey ;zones

f 2" IER and ;zone travel - - - '- 220,565 - 15,370 - - 646,940 2,006,060

92" IER vehicles (fuel - - • - - . 756,176 - 1,144,734 - - 717,438& repairs) ..
g3" Zone vehicles (fuel - - 392,250 144,090 - - - - 1,273,430 506,250 705,650

I, & repairs)
b'\

Misc. (preparationk:J) 681,691 887,421 - 141,720'. for departure of "teams)

TOTAL 681,691 887,421 2,826,930 370,260 976,741 - 2,966,324 232,200 3,899,650 3,156,913 3,330,910

"'!

TABLE IV.C.2.f.;: SURVEY COSTS REPORTED BY SEL, DECEMBER 1979 THROUGH JANUARY 1982 (FM)
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'.9/81 10/81 1:1/81 lZ181 1/82 2182 3/82 Totals X of Total

'1' Fhied costs and - - - - 55,,975 - 98,830 2,312,260 I• • 1I
operating expens@$,
lEA

'2· Fhed costs and 17,755 - 29,650 7,200 61,140 - - 559',190 1.2
operating expens@s, .
sUrl/ey lones

f. Salary, prt~es, end 1,787,385 - 3,,862,325 1,105,380 - - 210,000 11',847,995 36.9
lodging, .num@rator.
and COnt roll ers

f. Labor~tory traveC .119,150 100,420 168,200 517,,245 4,537,840 136,000 75,000 6,259,305 13.0
to survey lones

f2 • lEn .nd lone travel, - - . 11,000 - 522,5 /.0 - 420,000 3,8/.2,1.75 8.0. :

~9z' )[R vehicles Cfuel - - - - 262,435 - 1,488,115 4,368,898 9.0
10 repairs) -.I

°3· Zone vehicles Cfuel 1,047,500 - 1,917,765 1,613,790 3,232,450 569,875 - 11,403,050 23.6 ,
& repairs) ..
"Ise. (preparetton - - - - - - - 1,710,832 3.5
for departure of
t ea~s) .

TOTAL 2,971,790 100,1,20 5,988,940 3,243,'615 8,672,380 705,815 2,291,945 46,304,005 10C.l>

TABLE IV. C. 2. f. i: ~isURVEY COSTS REPORTED BY SEL t DECEMBER 1979 TRHOUGH JANUARY 198~t Cont i nued

....
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Table C.2.f.ii: ADVANCES MADE AND TO BE MADE TO SURVEY lONES, APRIL 1982 (fM)

San

Gao

Nio 0

Made before
11/5/82

(1) (2) (3) (4)

2,643,500 2,870,000 3,536,490 3,536,490

2,643,500 2,870,000 3,599,490 3,599,090

2,900,000 3,126,000 647,'150 3,883,040

To be made
utter 11/5/82 Total

(5) (6) (7) (8) ~

3,536,490 1,016,110 3,285,765 20,424,845

3,599,490 3,348,785 3,599,490 1,047,630 24,307,875

3,883,040 3,883,040 3,883,040 1,589,690 23,795,000

Bougouni 2,755,000 2,870,000 1,272,740 3,818,040 3,818,040 3,568,440 3,8~040 1,160,200 23,080,500

,
l

I
0)

ex:>
I

Sub-total
(Not in­
cluding
leave)

Leave

TOTAL

10,942,000 11,736,000 9,055,8 14,837,060 14,837,060 11,816,575 14,586,335 '3,797,520 91,608,220

2,960,000

94,568,220

. ,'./

;~{i!;~'S?r;::?~'?:~'~~~~17~~~~7~1~J3;~~~;,~Ff;~~:;:;~~;S}.$t\~~~~~~,;~~B'];@?,~~~~!0~'·~~~~
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Table IV.C.2.f.iii: ROUGH BREAKDOWN OF SURVEY COSTS

$

1. Local currency costs justified by
March 1982 by SEL (includes IER
supervision)

2. Zone advances not yet justified

3. Money to be advanced to zones to
July 1982 (includes leave monies)

4. Advances to be made to IER

5. Expenditures to date on SERI PASA
technical assistance to survey

6. Reserved for Koenig TOY, Bamako

7. Cost of vehicle purchase

48,303,655

24,920,710

21,343,855

4,406,000

48,500

7,800

60,000

Approximately $278,553

Total

Total expected cost for survey:
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98,974,220
(approx.
$162,253)

116,300



3. Assessment of Survey Usefulness

a-; Quantitative Data

When people have been working on the same piece of research for several
years, the question of the accuracy of the data is very much in their minds.
The concensus among the people we spoke to and the reports we read indicated
that San had been the best-supervised and most carefully controlled, that
Bougouni and Nioro had more problems, but none insurmountable. Gao
had very serious difficulties, including the distance from Bamako and consequent
logistical problems, harsh living and environmental conditions, repeated
vehicle breakdowns, and health problems among the two original controllers.

This section is based pr-incipally on talks with enqueteurs and controllers,
on reports and on a very preliminary analysis of one section of the data in the
reports. It will cover some of the general problems of accuracy in socio­
economic data on rural communities, some of the specific problems noted by
enqueteurs and controllers, and the special problems with the data from Gao.

To start with the most general problem, many Malian rural communities have
bad memori es of government efforts to atta in soci ali Sill dur"j ng the 1960 I s through
local-level institutions like the ton, and efforts to identify local institutions
to finance, manage, and maintain energy-conserving devices can awaken some of
those memories. Even now, farm communities have to fulfill quotas for grain
deliveries to OPAM, the government's marketing organization. These quotas are
based on estimates of the grain harvest and numbers of workers aqed 14-60.
Thus, when the survey began enque'teurs in Nioro found that some
individuals were very apprehensive that the data would be used to increase
their tax liability.

Similarly, the GRM has several times made efforts to control trade in
some commodities, and most enqu~teurs and controllers felt that respondents
understated "revenue" on farm for Revenue and Consumption (form 28), but
thought that purchases were reported more accurately.

In many of the farms there were difficulties whenever there was the need
to estimate quantities for activities that were not observed by the enqu~teurs.

These included quantities (and types) of agricultural inputs, amounts harvested
(form 23), numbers of livestock (especially, as in San, where many animals are
in the care of Peul who keep the herds outside the village for much of the year
(form 24), amounts of fish caught (form 25) and amounts of fish smoked or dried
away from the village (form 26). The fishing data were especially hard to get
because members of many fishing households spent part of the year in temporary
camps away from the village and often sold the catch before returning home.

A problem with the agricultural data was the difficulty in checking data
for internal consistency. A farm system survey would, for example, measure
fields, measure harvest per unit area, and also try to measure total quantity­
harvested, ,and thus be able to cross-check observations. Here, that wasn~t

possible.

Controllers in San felt that fuel use in artisanal activities like beer
making and karite processing was sometimes hard to measure because of sheer
size of the logs involved (too heavy for the scales).
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There had been some initial problems with some of the observation forms
(30-34).- :These problems were fewer than those with the forms on economic
activities, in part, because the forms didn't have to encompass the same
diversity. As above, problems sometimes arose in estimating quantities for
activities takinq place outside the compound; for example, the amount ~f
wood stacked outside, or quantities of water used to wash clothes or g1ve
water to livestock. Durina the first rronths of the survey, no one distinquished
between prel iminary orain qrinding (to remove the bran) and the actual trans­
forminq of orain into flour.*

However, the very number of concerns of the controllers and the number
of detailed concerns in the "Conseils aux Controleurs ll attests to their
concern that the data be accurate. It is clear that even if the sample is not
strictly representati ve, the estimates of fuel and water use and estimates
of food preparation time will be based on a larger number of more careful
observations than most available estimates, and will add greatly to our
knowledge of time allocation and energy use.

Gao had by far the most serious problem in completing the pre-enquete,
in part because of the illness of one of the controllers, in part because
of the intrinsic difficulties of working in the zone, in part because of
the distances to villages and the amount of earlier survey work that had
occured in villages nearest to Gao. The survey proper did not begin until
2 September 1981 (three months after Nioro and Bougouni) and the survey
was halted at several points due to lack of funds, forms and a vehicle.
While the IER supervisor visited Gao several times during the pre-enquete,
he said he did not visit the zone while the survey was in progress

The first installment of forms from Gao were not checked carefully
by IER, and Koenig felt that the minute amount of work done (an average of
6 weeks of observations per village) and the number of serious mistakes she
found on the forms made the data useless, and recommended in December 1981
that the zone be closed. IER, however, asked for and was given a three-month
extension, and agreed to reduce the scope of the survey by eliminating the
forms dealing with time allocation and revenue (forms 21-28) and to reduce
the duration of the survey by ending it in June 1982, when Nioro and Bouqouni
would end.

One of the enqueteurs from San, Barry, was chosen to replace the Peace
Corps Volunteer Controller who had been med-evacked in August, and the
Volunteer controller from San, Burke, accompanied him to the field site to
evaluate the situation. Bur~e visited all survey villages to look at recent
data and to retrain the contr"O"leurs and enqueteurs. He foundilany aroblems
with the forms 2i-28, and felt that the observation forms (31-35) to date
were completely worthless (Burke report, ~arch 1982).

*Mechanical grinding is thought to be a substitute for the second grinding,
but not for the first without changing the taste of the flour. Other countries,
however, do only a single grinding.
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Since the data from the forms on food preparation and cooking were most
central to estimating energy use, he reviewed them in considerable detail.
Problems included not recording use of dung, very improbable amounts of fuel
and cooking times, and problems keeping track of how many persons were present.
However, after reviewing the observation methods with the enqu€teurs he noted
considerably more plausible observations.

Cashion was asked to visit Gao some 6 weeks later to see if there had
been a durable improvement. He reported several encouraging developments:
the new controller was working well and seemed to be helping the other
controller perform better, the car was working, and another project had
agreed to take on repair work for the survey vehicle, controllers were
visiting the villages more regularly, and the enqu~teurs seemed to be filling
in the forms more correctly. However, the controllers had run out of forms,
and many enqueteurs had missed work-days due to illness, lack of forms or
absence of households. Cashion was also troubled by the data on cooking
that he had transcribed. Burke had thought there should be a correlation
between cooking time and fuel use. Cashion had calculated cooking time per
kg. of fuel and had found few consistent trends, a finding that worried him
considerablv..

oJ

In a meeting to discuss Cashion's findings, we discussed the problem of
whether or not one should expect to find a close correlation between total
cooking time and quantity of wood consumed. We agreed that it would also
be necessary to take into acoount the number of persons who would consume the
meal (a proxy for the quantity being cooked). Stier volunteered to run
multiple regressions of total cooking time and number of persons consuming
the meal on quantities of fuel use for San, which was considered to have
the best data of all the zones, and for Gao both before Burke's trip and
after it to see if improvements could be discerned.

The estimated regression models from San are shown in table IV.C.3.a.i,
In all cases, the estimated constant (which represents the hypothetical amount
of fuel in kg. a fire would use that cooked for zero hours for zero people)
is positive and between 1.9 and 4. The coefficient for X, total cooRing
time, which represents the extra fuel used (in kg.) per hour of cooking, is
positive in all cases and between 0.60 and 1.83. The partial regression
coefficient for X , number of consumers for the meal, is positive in all
cases but one, an~ is considerably smaller than the regression coefficient
for Xl' The coefficient represents the extra fuel used in Rg. per additional
consumer for the meal, and ranges from 0-13 to 0.49.

The multiple correlation coefficient, R2, denotes the proportion of
observed variability in the dependent variable (Y, fuel consumed in kg) is
accounted for by the model, and ranges from zero to 1 (i. e.• the model predi.cts
all observed variation). It fluctuates in all the groups of models, and seems
no higher, on the whole, for the San data than for Gao.

The estimated regression models from four villages in Gao before Burke's
visit and after Cashion's visit are shown in table IV.C.3.a.ii. Although
it would have been interesting to compare the results immediately after Burke's
control with those just before Cashion's control, the samples were too small
(with 4 to 7 observations per site and per enqueteur) to estimate a regression
with two independent variables. It would also be interesting to have the
standard errors of the regression coefficients, but the canned program and
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TABLE IV·, C, 31, a, i i : ESTIMATED REGRESSION MODELS FROM GAO
BEFORE AND AFTER CONTROL

Vil Lage EnQueteur Period r~odeL R2 df

,'. J\,

Tassiga 4 Before CB - 104.02 + 113.57X1 + 1.13X2 =X .344 10

8 Before C8 17.79 - 3.96X1 - .016X2 = Y .130 7
1\

4 2/24 to 3/3 2.21 - 0.85X1 + .34X
2 = Y .27 18

3/11 to 3/18 •
""11 2/24 to 3/1 5.93 + 4.06X1 + .36X2 = Y .24 15

3/11 to 3/1.8
A

Tabango 1 14/12 to 16/1 3.14. + 0.56X1 - 0.129X2 = Y .24 6
(11 ) '"8 14/12 to 5/1 .58 + .59X

t
- O.08X2 = Y .26 13

;\

1 3/6 to 3/13 2.66 - a.24X1 + .32X2 = Y .50 9
3/22 to 3/29

"8 3/6 to 3/13 - 0.10 + 1. 56X
1 - O.004X2 = Y .77 7

3/22 to 3/29
~

LeLLehoye 6 14/12 to 17/1 - 2.89 + 5.24X1 - O.06X2 = Y .40 9
(12) A

13 14/12 to 7/1 2.25 - 0.69X1 + O.23X2 =Y .26 9
(8efore C8)

J\

6 3/5 to 3/26 . .. 1 .26 + .1 .•1 5X1 + .22X2 = Y .80 8.. .:.- ..... ,.
13 3/5 to 3/26 3.43 + 0.90X1

+ .05X2 = Y .09 17
~

Djidara 9 17/11 to 11/12 - .436 + 2.72X
1

+ O.265X2 = Y .20 10
(14) ""10 17/11 to,9/12 13,854.63-900.71X1-2139.38X2 = ~ .418 7

9 3/10 to 3/15 6.26 - O.64X1 - C.86X2 = Y .052 12
3/26 to 3/31

""10 3/10 to 3/15 1.18 + .22X1 + O.006X2 = Y .04- 17
3/26 to 3/31

,
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}
.'TABLE IV.C.3.a. i: ESTIMATED REGRESSION MODELS FROr~ SAN

Vi llage Enqueteur Period Model R2 df
A

21 21 &23 24/12/81- 4·01 + 0.91X1 - 0.13X2 =y .07 15
5/1/82

A
22 23 &24 8/12/81- 2.39 + 1.65X1 + 0.47X2 =Y .65 16

20/12181 .

'"23 26 &32 ; 7/12/81- 2.77 + 1.83X1 + 0.04X2 =y .47 16
18/12/81

A

24 27 &28 9/12/81-' 3.55 + 0.60X1 + 0.08X2 =y .26 16
25/12/81

1\

25 29 &30 12/12/81- 1.94 + 1.21 X1 + O.10X2 =Y .72 17
23/12/81

Note: X1 =Total cooking time <in hours)

X2 = Number of persons consuming the meal

Y =Quantity 61 fuel used <in kg.)-·

Since we're assuming the San data had relatively
small e~rors attributable to the measurer, ob­
servations for the two enqueteurs in each
village were lumped.
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the TI-59 calculator used to calculate the models do not provide them.
However, SPSS runs on larger sets of observations will furnish the standard
errors at a later date.

There are clear differences between the models of Gao observations before
Burke's visit, and the models from San. The Gao regression constants before
the control range from -104.02 to 13,854.63. The regression coefficient for
X (total cooking time) range from -900.71 to 113.57, and three out of eight
of them are negative, implying that fuel consumption decreased (all other
factors being equal) as cooking time increased. The regression coefficients
for X2 (number of consumers) were also much more variable for the Gao data
before control than for the San data, and they are negative in four cases
out of ei ght.

The models from data gotten during Cashion's visit resemble the San models
considerably mor'e than do the models from before Burke's visit. All but one
regression constant is positive and between -0.10 and 6.26; the regression
coefficient for Xl is between -0.85 and 4.06 and is positive in three out of
eight cases, while the regression coefficient for X is also within a more
reasonable range. However, several factors which a~e not allowed for in the
models may also be influencing total fuel consumption per meal, including
the type of fuel I wind conditions, and the type of dish being prepared. The
numbers of observations are still relatively small, and more complete runs
should be performed when data have been entered.

Their preliminary analysis shows that recent data from Gao are far more
reasonable looking than earlier Gao data and suggests that Gao may indeed be
making some progress. The evaluation team concurs with Cashion1s recommendation
that the survey in Gao be continued until its planned termination in June with
the other zones. However, maintaining and monitoring prototype devices in
Gao is likely to continue to remain difficult and the evaluation team recommends
that Gao not be used as a site for testing prototypes during Phase III unless
technical requirements mean that high-priority devices cannot function else­
where--for example, if wind speeds in more southerly sites are insufficient
to make wind driven apparatus reasonable power sources.
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a-i i. Open-ended Protocol s

The quality of answers to the protocols varied. Although originally the
protocols were to be written by the Controllers, in most cases the enqu~eurs

filled them in for each village and the role of the controleurs was mainly to
explain the questions and to eventually compile the results for each village.
The only zone for which the whole set of protocols was examined was San, but
a significant part of the Nioro protocols were read, and Gerald Cashion, a
sociologist at the AID Mission, made detailed notes on the protocols he
read in Gao.

The quality and substance of the answers varied widely from question to
question and varied among enqueteurs. On one hand, there are replies like the
village history for Somo, which read like a close translation of a very detailed
oral account. Some questions elicited little detail from most enq~teurs; these
often included more detailed questions on social structure. For example,
in reply to a question "Est-ce qulil ya des conflits entre familles?", there
were the following replies from San:

(Village 21): account of a fight over payment of a belier to be paid to the
Government.

(Village 22): "Il n'y a jamais eu de d~saccord entre les villageois."

(VIllage 23): "Depuis la fin des luttes entre les chefferies, il n'y a plus
eu de conflit entre familles."

(Village 24): "Quelques rares fois il y a des conflits entre familles. Les
conflits viennent surtout du fait que chaque famille se propose
1a chefferi e. II

(Village 25): "Il n'y a pas de conflits notables entre familles."

It might have been possible to get more information in an interview where
it was possible to press somewhat more for an answer, and where oral replies
could be taped and transcribed, rather than written out in longhand by the
enqu~teur. Even in San, not all enqueteurs seemed to write easily in French.
In Gao, many replies consisted only of the question turned into a declarative
statement. Concrete questi ons, especi ally that concerned energy use di rectly,
got more detailed answers than relatively abstract ones, and on some questions
there were very complete answers by the controllers (for example, food trans­
formation in San).

Protocol no. 50 deals with needs assessment in fueJ and water! and will
probably interest the Laboratory. Many of th_e protocols on charcoal, water,
and manure use cover the same topi cs as the Rensei gnements Techniques. It
would be useful if the Lab were able to type up the protocol answers as they
come in, and perhaps reproduce and circulate extracts.
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b. Quality of the Data Analysis

There has been extremely little analysis of the quantitative data to date.
The only tabulations that have reached Bamako are. compiled frequencies of all
variables on a couple of months of the data from San. The formats had been
mis-specified in one printout (water consumption), and hence many of the data
were unintelliqible. Koeniq provided a ouide to the readinq of the printouts.
It would be very useful if there was more use made of value labels and
variable labels on the printouts, to give the English and French labels on all
codes and variables. It might also be helpful to make sure the Lab gets copies
of theSPSS Handb.ook (in French if possible, as well as Enqlish) to qive them fuller
explanations of what all the ~rintout items mean, and to qive them a better idea
of the kinds of analyses that are possible.

c. Lab Commitment and Use of Survey Data

The protocols and the Renseignements Techniques are only now reac~ing

Bamako though much of the material on the needs assessment ~as already- been
discussed by Koenig, the project manager, and the Lao. In the course of its.
buildinq the field prototypes of improved cooR-stoves and checking on thetr
use, the Lab personnel have learned a ~ood deal from tne enquete, the enqueteurs,
and the villaqers about cooking habits, dietary patterns and fluctuation in
family size over time, and about how these factors have to be taken into account
in field testing if the prototypes are to continue to be used. As the enqu€tes
in other zones end and as some enqu~teurs and controllers become direct
employees of the Lab, communication should become easier. The Lab has made
considerable efforts to qet information from the survey that directly bears
on its R&D program and they have committed significant amounts of time and
effort to overcome loqistical problems in the survey zones. It seems likely
that as data become available, the Lab will continue to think through their
implications for field testing and for charting future work.
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D. Administrative and Financial Performance

Summary: Though AlDis administration was faulty during Phases I and II of
the project, the causes are understandable and correctable. While many
corrections have already been made and others have begun, solutions to some
fundamental problems have not yet been agreed upon. There is still no
clearly defined process for drawing upon the within-AID/Bamako competencies in
administrative matters and knowledge of the energy needs of other USAID/
Bamako projects.

1. Project Chronology

Project implementation is behind schedule by more than two and one half
years. Some reasons for the delays are:

- The non-functioning of the Interagency Project Committee chaired by
the Director General of Hydrology and Energy and consisting of
representatives from 12 different GRM administrations and organizations,
and USAID. Had the Committee functioned, pressure could have been
applied to USAID to speed up its procedures and to Malian agencies ­
e.g., customs and IER - to speed up theirs.

- Delay in installation of the early-start pumps was due to the
inexperience of the Lab in contracting and supervision and to the
failure of AID to recognize these problems and help solve them.

- Orders for equipment for the lab met substantial delays due to
procedures for procurement, customs clearance, and other administrative
functions. See Section IV.D.4.

- No decision has been made on when construction of the new Lab will
begin. Architectural designs have been completed on schedule, but
the architectls cost estimates of about 50,000,000 MF greatly exceed
the amounts budgeted. USAID has yet to process the necessary waivers
for open bidding and for purchase of non-U.S., non-Malian materials.

The following tables compare the schedule of the project plan with
the dates of achievement.
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Event No.

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18
19
20

21

22

23

24

25
26

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE - AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED

Item

Authorization
Notice requesting expressions of interest for
technical services contract issued

Project Agreement signed
Conditions Precedeat for disbursement met
Initial order of machine tools, scientific equip­
ment and vehicles (8)
"Early start" solar pumps ordered
RFP issued to "short list" for technical services
contract
Recruitment of Peace Corps Volunteers initiated
Technical services contract awarded by GRM
"Early start" solar pumps installed
Short-term economist/anthropologist/energy
scientist mission established procedures for
monitoring early starts
Energy scientist arrives in Mali
Contract for construction of new Solar Energy
Lab awarded by GRM
Recruitment of Phase II survey personnel initiated
by 1. E. R.
Project Committee completes selection of survey
sites
Construction of Laboratory begins
Equipment and vehicle (1) for new Lab ordered
Training program for survey personnel
Phase II village surveys begin
Laboratory equipment arrives
Laboratory construction completed
Laboratory evaluation conducted and determination
made on whether to proceed into Phase III
Imported mater; a1 for vi 11 age tests ordered
Project Committee selects final sites
Village cadre and Phase III enumerators selected
Training program for village cadre and Phase III
en ume ra to rs

Date

July 1978

August 1978
August 1978
October 1978

October 1978
October 1978

October 1978
October 1978
January 1979
January 1979

January 1979
February 1979

Ma rch 1979

Ma rch 1979

April 1979
Apri 1 1979
Aoril 1979
September 1979
October 1979
November 1979
January 1980

June 1980
July 1980
July 1980
August 1980

September 1980



Implementation schedule con1t.

Event No.

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

Item

Village surveys end
Test devices installed in villages
Interim Report issued
Progress reports submitted by Solar Energy Lab,
social anthropologist and energy scientist*
Phase III ends
Phase IV evaluation begins
Phase V begins
Final Report issued
Project ends

Date

October 1980

October/November
April 1981

October 1981
Apri 1 1983

Apri 1 1983

July 1983

October 1983

October 1983

*Also in April and October 1982.
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I
CJ:J

1978/ 1979 I 1980 I 1981 I 1982 I 1983 /
I

I I
(PHASE I)

+ EQUIPMENT ORDERED
LAB PROGRAM DEVELOPED
4 SOLAR PUMPS ORDERED

- 4 SOLAR PUMPS INSTALLED
- PROJECT COMMITTEE SELECTS SURVEY SITES
J { CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LABORATORY

- TRAINING PROGRAM FOR SURVEY
I / SURVEY

(PHASE II)
- EVALUATION OF LABORATORY
- SELECTION OF TEST SITES AND VILLAGE CADRE
- TRAINING FOR VILLAGE CADRE
- INSTALLATION OF TEST DEVICES

I I
I /

(PHASE III) TESTING CONDUCTED
- INTERIM REPORT

L
I

(PHASE IV)
FINAL REPORT

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT - MALI PLANNED SCHEDULE



IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE - AS CARRIED OUT

1978

Jan. PID written

Feb.

March

Apri 1

May

June PP written, approved

July

-82-

Dec. 29 - Imp1. Letter No.2 re CPs

Nov. 3 - Imp1. Letter No.1 reo PCVs, ESSP, Project Committee

26 - Grant Agreement signed

Oct.

August

Sept.



1979

Jan. 20 - Meeting GRM/USAID/SERl
21 - Drs Mackie, Goldberg (SERI) start week visit

Feb. 9 - Implementation Letter No.3 - First CP met
15 - Implementation Letter No.4 - Technical Assistance CP met

March

April

May 14 - Implementation Letter No.5 - Financial Procedures and
First Year Budget

31 - AID/W signs PASA

June 19 - DOE signs PASA

July 14 - GRM letter selects 4 A&E firms to be consulted

August - SERI reps. visit Mali
A&E contract signed
4 Peace Corps Volunteers (survey) arrive for two year tours

Sept. 17 - Contract between BEAU and Lab for A&E services signed

Oct. - C.V.s of T.A. candidates studied

Nov.

Dec. - Higgins (equipment) two week consultancy
13 - Contract signed between SERI and Brunet
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1980
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Dr. Terence Murphy visit for 3 days (writes report).

Convention between IER and Lab signed.

Dec.

March

April 16

May 9

10 - Dr. Kooi arrives for brief evaluation - writes report.

14 - New PCV replacement arrives - Dicko and Toure (wind and solar)
leave for U.S. training.

14 - Dr. Malik arrives for brief visit (assists evaluation).

16 - Longmire quits survey.

Sept. 19 - Contract signed between SERI and Hart.

Oct. 20 - First long-term T.A. arrives; Hart.

Nov.

Feb.

June

July

August 7 - Dr. Koenig (survey) begins 3 week visit (assists evaluation).

Jan. Eric Brunet arrives for 3 months, develops list of equipment
which is ordered.



1981

Jan.

Feb. - Dr. Ellis visits
Dr. Walton TOY at Lab

March Start of survey in SAN

April 1 - Roqueta (workshop) starts 3 month consultancy at Lab
16 - Impl. Letter No.7 CPs for construction Met.

May 21 - AID/W (Simmons) requests Financial reports from SERI
23 - Park and Mikhail (wind) start week long consultancy

June 1 - Dr. Koenig (survey) starts 5 week visit
5 - Wyatt (wind solar) starts 3 month consultancy
6 - Flood (SERI backstop) starts week visit

- Effective start of survey in Bougouni and Nioro

July 2-3 - Howe (SERI) two day visit
8 - PASA increased by $201,142 extended to April 15, 1982

despite lack of financial reports from SERI

August 27 - Diarra to States for non-Project Univ. of Florida training

Sept. 13 USAID/M receives SERI R&D program

Oct. 5-23 - Sokanda (Library) trained on project funds at VITA

Nov. 12 - Ward (AFR/DR/SDP) starts 4 day visit

Dec. 21 - Dr. Koenig (survey) arrives for four week visit
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1982

Jan. 19 - SERI request $20,000 but provides no budget or justifications
of past expenses.

Feb. 4 - PASA extended to July 30, 1982.

- Wright, Wietzenhoff begin consultancy.

March 3 - SERI request $31 ,020 amendment.

18 - PIOjT processed signed for $31,020 despite lack
of financial reports from SERI.

Apri 1

May - USAID receives first financial reporting from SERI.

June

July

August

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.
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2. Contractual Performances: A Summary of Performance Under Project Contracts.

a. The Contract with SERI.

Within the framework of the project agreement, AID signed a contract with
the Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI), of the U.S. Department of Energy
to provide technical assistance to develop a research plan, provide publications
and library materials, specify laboratory equipment and instruments, and
establish technical and scientific contacts in the field of renewable energy.

In the last half of 1978, in 1979, and in part of 1980, SERI did not
provide the required administrative and financial reports. Their liaison with
USAID/Ma1i was not up to standard and the project suffered subsequently. Since
mid-1980, thanks in large part ot the efforts of Richard Flood as SERI project
manager, the situation has improved measurably. During this period SERI has
assisted in providing technical specifications for the instrumentation,
procuring of equipment, and providing the necessary liaison with USAID/
Washington.

The U.S. DeDartment of Energy has abolished SERI's International Division
and the SERI contract will not be renewed after its completion in July 1982.
In view of the additional technical assistance needed by the Lab, it is
recommended that an American organization replace SERI.

b. The Contract with the Architect.

A contract for the design of the new Lab building was signed with Malian
architect, Baba Alpha Cisse, on September 1979. Though specific terms of
reference were issued, the contract did not specify the cost of the building
to be drawn up. The architect produced a design, the cost of which was estimated
at 408,361,000 MF in August 1980 and, with subsequent inflation, the cost
is expected to be as high as 500,000,000 MF in mid-1982, considerably higher
than the amounts budgeted.

Performance of the architect was judged up-to-standard and the design
was approved by USAID, by the Director de 1'Habitat, and by the Lab although
a cost of $80 per sq. ft. seems unnecessarily high (See section IV.B.?).

The serivces of the architect were contracted at a cost of about
20,OCO,OOO francs to be paid in several installments. Sixty-nine percent of
the total contract cost had been paid as of June, 1982.

The current rate of increase in building construction costs in Mali
urges all parties concerned with project to release the bidding documents for
the construction of the new Lab. With the intent of reducing these costs, it
is recommended that wide participation of small local contractors be encouraged
and that they be permitted to bid for lots of less than 100,000,000 MF.
Fortunately the bidding documents prepared by the architect divide the
construction into 10 lots of small sizes.
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Two amendments to the grant agreement were signed, one on May 15, and
another on August 30, 1981 in the amounts of $300,000 and $630,000 to
increase fund to a total of $3,104,000.

3. Financial Management

The Grant Agreement signed on August 26, 1978 specified that $2,176,000
be disbursed during phases I and II as follows:

2176480

Phase II Total

US $1000 US $1000
144 637 ; ~ .

44 .1 457'~

10 26
350.l::; -

50 88
152 276
80

~ 342

1696

US $1000
493
413/1

16
350 '

38
124
262

Phase I

During project implementation, disbursement and accounting procedures
were governed by USAID rules and regulations. The newness of the rules and
regulations to the Lab, the inexperience of its accountant, and the difficulty
in dealing with two different accounting procedures created serious delays
in processing the necessary documents to satisfy USAID requirements for fund
disbursements. This has been a cause of misunderstanding between USAID and
the Lab. After discussion between the two parties a new understanding was
established. This requires that a three month budget be presented by the
Lab and reviewed and approved by USAID before funds are disbursed. The
process usually takes six to eight weeks from the submission of the budget to
the disbursement of funds.

Commod it i es
Technical Assistance
Tra i ni ng
Construction
R&D
Opera t i ng Exp.
Inflation &Contingency
Emergencies

c. The Contract for Construction of Water Storage Facilities.

Metal Kouyate, a Malian small contractor was given a contract to build
storage tanks and watering troughs for the four solar pumps and to do so under
both the supervision of the Lab and the Direction du Genie Rural. The job
performed by the contractor has not been satisfactory. The tanks and troughs,
particularly in Dilly, are leaking badly. The contract terms have not been met
and, since installation of these pumps was supposed to demonstrate fast and
efficient performance, the contractor should be urged to promptly repair the
leaks so the pumps can be put in operation. It is our understanding that the
contractor is prepared to repair the leaks but not to do so until other
sizeable work in the Dilly area will minimize travel and other repair costs.



The justification of funds spent by IER in the survey zones has been a
serious problem since the Lab has little control over the presentation of the
justification. The enqueteurs and their controllers must send their receipts
to their central accountant at IER in Bamako who forwards them to USAID through
the Lab after approval. Each zone spends about 1,000,000 MF a month. This means
that every three roonths approximately 12 million in Malian francs is floating
around without justification and since USAID bases its disbursements on
justified expenditures, the Lab budget could be short in an amount of about
12 million. The new accounting procedures have improved matters to the
satisfaction of USAID and the Lab. The USAID controller's office has also
organized a seminar on accounting procedures for all project accountants to
improve financial management.

4. Procurement.

There have been substantial delays in procurement, particularly procurement
of laboratory equipment, shop hand-tools, library documents, and publications.
Though procurement is difficult in all USAID projects in Mali, there were
unnecessary delays at four levels of procurement - in'ordering of items, in
carrying out purchasing procedures, in transport and transit, and in customs
clearances in Bamako.

According to USAID procurement procedures for this project, a purchase
order has to be issued and signed by both the USAID project manager and project
director after a formal request is made by the Lab and funds are committed by
the controller1s office. Though it should not take more than a week for USAID
to clear and sign a purchase order, past experience indicates that delays
occured because of lack of communication between the parties.

Most of the items to be ordered are scientific instruments, laboratory
equipment, and other specialized items which require carefully worded specifi­
cations. Seldom are these items available in Mali or neighboring countries and
even if they were, waivers would be needed to purchase them locally. The
use of the Afro American Purchasing Center in New York for the purchase of some
items has not expedited matters; on the contrary, it has slowed down the process.
It would have been better to ask SERI or some other technical contractor to
handle directly the purchase of the scientific equipment. During the last year,
SERI was able to procure items faster than the Afro American Purchasing Center.

Because Dakar offers good facilities, USAID/Mali is using it as port of
entry. SIDleO, a small freight forwarder based in Dakar and represented in
Bamako by Dosolo Freres, has been contracted by USAID/Mali to handle all
their freight transport. SIDICO seems to provide good services to USAID
though the goods ordered by the Lab must compete with other goods entering
Mali, particularly cereals which have priority. The transport and transit
times from New York to Dakar and Bamako are difficult to compress. Use of
air freight instead of sea freight, whenever feasible, could reduce the
time required for transport and transit.

In principle, goods ordered for this project are imported free of taxes
and should clear customs quickly. Nevertheless, there are substantial delays
in getting the necessary clearances from customs in Bamako. Such delays are
not particular to this project. In some neighboring countries, the exoneration
documents are stamped by project officials in accordance with appropriate customs
procedures, a procedure that hastens customs clearance and one which might
have appl ications in Mali.



5. Project Coordination
a. Collaboration Between AlDana Other Malian Agencies Participatinq

Coordination was intended to be provided by an Interagency Project
Committee chaired by the Director General Hydrology and Energy and consisting
of representatives from the Solar Energy Laboratory, National Meteorology,
National Directorates of Functional Literacy and Linguistics (DNAFLA),
Genie Rural, Energie du Mali, Training and Rural Action, Water and Forest
Department, the Malian Board of Livestock and Meat (OMBEVI), the Institute
of Rural Economy (IER), USAID and such other organizations as the chairman
believed would contribute to the work of the Committee. The anticipated
importance of the Committee was indicated by requiring its setting up as
a condition precedent to fund disbursements.

The Arrete Ministeriel no. 3643/CAB/MDIT dated November 25, 1978 created
the committee and entrusted it with:

- the overall planning of new and renewable energy activities in Mali;
- the overall assessment of the technical and socio-economic conditions

to which the energy activities of Mali would be addressed;
- the planning, coordination and conduct of all actions to be undertaken

within the framework of the Solar Energy Laboratory project.

The committee has met no more than twice during the last two years.
Because of its very nature and compos i ti on, it is too cumbersome to be
effective; the work it could perform is too general to be useful. At least,
part of the functions of the committee may soon be performed by the administrative
organization to be set up within the Ministry of Industrial Development
and Tourism.

Unless strong assurance can be given that the existing committee will be
reorganized so as to perform its intended functions, it should be disbanded
in favor of a more effective and presumably less formal means of coordination.
(See Appendix F.)
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b. Project Coordination Within AID and Between AID and the Lab

i. Coordination Within AID There does not appear to have been an effec­
tive procedure for analysis and correction of problems that went beyond the
responsibilities of the project officer or for internal examination of pro­
ject performance and mid-project correction. There was no committee--com­
parable to those for other AID projects--of USAID/Mali personnel having in­
terest in Mali's energy problems as these are reflected in the energy needs
of the other AID projects. The Lab had no means to present to AID personnel
a report on its accomplishments and its potential for assistance with the
energy needs of other AID projects. AID appeared aware of unanswered official
correspondence and there seemed to be no system to log in such correspondence
and assure its reply. There was little evidence that the project delays
occasioned by AID procedures Or administration of them were treated seriously.

Coordination between AID and the Lab was inadequate but the difficulties
appear understandable and correctable. Early in the project an AID consul­
tant recommended that the project be terminated unless there was a change in
the administration of the Lab. When the project officer attempted to respond
to a mission decision to this effect, and when his assistant was suspected of
fomenting disloyalty among Lab personnel, the project officer's ability to
work collaboratively with the Lab was severely impaired.

Apparently, as a result of this, official letters from the Malian Govern­
ment went unanswered and requests of the Lab Di rector to meet wi th AI D person­
nel were not acted on. Project changes, tacitly agreed to by AID and the Lab,
though in contravention of the intent of the project agreement, were never
made a matter of record. Changes in the Project Agreement were made by AID
without notification to the Lab or to other agencies of the Malian Government.
Although critical of the Lab's administrative procedures, USAID missed oppor­
tunities to help the Lab improve its methods of accounting, purchasing, customs
clearance, and sub-contracting. Recently, however, coordination has improved
substantially and the Mission is now providing this kind of assistance.

For this project at least, USAID does not appear to have established a
procedure for examining whether there have been departures from the terms of
the project agreement and for determining whether project amendments should
be adopted. For example, AID was aware that the Lab's advisory committee was
not functioning as spelled out in the Project Agreement but did not inform the
Lab of non-compliance nor recommend alternative means for obtaining the kind
of surveillance and advice that had been intended. Similarly, when the Lab
formally notified AID that it was not in compliance with the terms of the
agreement to construct the Laboratory, AID took no steps to reach accord on
an amendment.
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V. CONSLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PHASE III

A. General Summary

The evaluation team finds that the Renewable Energy Project is satisfac­
torily achieving the objectives set forth in the Project Document and that,
having met the criteria established in Section 5.2(b) of the Project Agree­
ment for evaluating performance in Phases I and II, the team recommends that
the project proceed to phases III and IV.

The principal conclusion of the evaluation team was that, although the
management and technical performance of the Lab were inadequate to accom­
plish the goals of the project during the first two years of implementation,
management performance has improved markedly during the past year and a half,
and the Lab is now performing well enough to satisfy the requirements of
the project. Implementation of the project has been slow, particularly in
securing long-term technical assistance for the Lab and in commodity procure­
~~nt. Better management principally by the Lab, but also by the USAID/Mali
and by the Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI) could have lessened the
delays, The Afro-American Purchasing Company (AAPC) was not an effective
procurement agent for the USAID, and the resulting delays significantly
harmed overall project performance. Another continuing problem has been the
lack of communication, cooperation and collaboration between the management
of the Lab and the USAID/Mali project officer. The project is too large and
complex to be supervised by a single officer, and there has been no group
within the USAID to counsel and support the project officer.

Installation of the early start pumps at Dilly, Samanko, and Mopti was
delayed for about one and a half years due to inattention on the part of the
Lab and USAID/Mali. The pumps have thus begun to perform their intended
demonstration purpose only recently. The Committee that was set up to
coordinate the Lab activities with other GRM agencies has met only once
during project implementation, and has thus been ineffective. There is no
reason to think it will f~ction better in the future. The National Scheol
of Engineering (ENI), the Ecole Normale Sup€rieure (ENSUP), and the Central
Veterinary Laboratory (CVL) have also done almost no project work to date,
although the ENI has supplied eight new engineers to the Lab since the start
of the project. However, ENI and ENSUP are now preparing their research
programs, and will soo~ start their work.

The Project Paper survey design was extremely ambitious in terms of the
number of zones and number of communities to be covered. It was oriented
toward providing baseline data for an exhaustive impact evaluation of proto­
types, rather than toward meeting the immediate information needs. Early in
the project, the Lab was unable to help draft the survey questionnaires, and
later in the project the role of the Institute d'Economie Rurale (ER) as
field supervisor for the survey teams hampered communications between the
Lab and the field. There were significant delays in selecting sample commun­
ities and in beginning the socio-economic survey, and turnover in personnel
was a continuing problem. The IER was not able to give the survey teams
adequate 10gistic support, a~d was also unable to collaborate technically
with the Lab. The quality of field supervision in the zones varied from ex­
cellent to poor-but-improving.
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In spi te of these di ffi culti es, the survey has furni shed a val uab1e
characterization of rural energy use, and will give estimates of energy
use, time allocation and consumption patterns based on year-long observa­
tion of a large sample of households. The anthropologist who drafted the
questionnaires was able to reduce the survey specifications to a more manage­
able scale and to design questionnaires and coding schemes that were compre­
hensive and comprehensible to enqueteurs with relatively little schooling.
The Lab has begun to draw on the controllers' and enqu@teurs' knowledge
of rural energy use patterns and has sought to actively incorporate this
knowledge into its program of field testing. It has furnished logistical
support to the survey teams and has committed considerable amounts of staff
time to coordination with the field teams and with the Lab.

Despite delays in implementation, the project is well within its budget,
and the fi nanci a1 management of the project is to be commended. The facil i­
ties now available to the Lab are not adequate to allow it to carry out its
work in the remaining phases of the project. Despite the increased technical
capability of the Lab personnel, continued technical assistance will be
necessary over the next two years. Shop capabilities are not yet adequate,
and need up-grading through technical assistance. Fortunately, the present
project budget will suffice to cover construction of the new laboratory
building as well as technical assistance.

The incentive bonus system at the Lab, designed to reward good work,
has been successful. We estimate that the laboratory will have developed
sufficient administrative and technical capabilities in two years to carry
on with reduced levels of technical assistance.

Prototype development by the Lab is promising, but should be re-directed
by preliminary survey results and by technical and economic analysis. Pre­
liminary assessments of rural needs give highest priority to pumping water,
grinding grain, and fam labor. In order to satisfy these primary needs, the
Lab should concentrate on the following technologies (in order of priority):
(1) photovoltaic, (2) windj (3) stoves~ (4) biogas; and (5) dryers.

The Renewable Energy Project has thus far contributed little to other
AID-financed projects (or other donor-financed projects), but could be a
valuable technical resource for projects involving water pumping, grain
grinding, and other energy-consuming functions. The evaluation team believes
that establishing the Centre Regional de l'Energie Solaire in Bamako will
assist the Lab in performing its functions, particularly with library and
information services, technical and scientific exchange, cooperation and
coordination within Africa and outsicle it, and interchange of laboratory
and shep facilities. R&D will also be enhanced by cross-fertilizing ideas.

The member of the evaluation team responsible for analysis of management
believes not only that the project is achieving, and seems likely to improve
not only in achieving the objectives specified in the Project Aqreement but
also in satisfyinq in larqe measure the six other criteria for assigning
priority to this project that have been adopted by USAID/Ma1i, most1y in-
fn rma11 y.
These include:



1. The lab has the ability, and will have government of Mali authorization,
to become partially self-supporting. The lab has a list of prospective
clients and, based upon the document already approved by Mali's Council of
Ministers, will have authority to receive and disperse funds.

2. The Lab will have prominence in Mali's energy efforts. A reorganization
wi thin the Mi ni stry of Indus try and Touri sm has been approved by the Counc il
of Ministers. This increased stature should enhance coordination within the
Ministry and with other agencies.

3. Phases III and IV of the project, including construction of the new lab,
can be carried out without an increase in budget.

4. The project can become complementary to other USAID/Mali projects. It
can help to achieve overall AID programming coherence, and, given the expected
resolution of internal problems, should place less demand on USAIO/Mali
administration.

5. The Lab will complement the actjvities of the Centre Regional de l'Energie
Solaires (CRES) rather than duplicate or compete with its functions.

6. The Lab should require little administrative and technical consultant
assistance after completion of the USAID project and Lab administration
should be more than adequate for the increased responsibilities it may be
asked to assume in the reorganized Ministry.

B. Laboratory._
(See also Section VI where these recommendations are listed
according to priority):

i. Buildings and Facilities: The evaluation team recommends that the new
Laboratory be promptly constructed and occupied. AlthoUQh construction costs
are higher than estimated in the Project Paper (even inc;uding inflation) there
is sufficient money in the Phase I and II inflation and continqency funds to
build the Laboratory, provided the Laboratory personnel do some of the construc­
tion themselves as they did with the shop at the present site (see Section
IV.S.S).

2. Laboratory and Shop Equipment: We recommend that the current equip­
ment list be revised and that additional equipment, as needed for Phase III,
be ordered as soon as decisions, following from the survey results, are made
on the future course of the R&D work and on the devices to be installed in
the villages.

3. Library: We recommend that the French language component of the
library be augmented through purchase of French language periodicals,
books and reports. Contact \<lith the "Energy Center" in Pari s woul d be useful.
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4. Personnel: Lab personnel (the responsibility of the Malian Govern­
ment) should be maintained, in number and in competence, at a level suffic­
ient to satisfy the needs of Phase III. The training and technical assist­
ance recommendations are designed to help accomplish this. Furthermore,
we recommend continuation of the .Incentive Bonus system funded by the
Project since it has proven to be quite effective.

5. Training: We recommend training be continued as planned and budget­
ed during Phase III (see Section IV. A.2).

6. Vehicles: We recommend that the Project sell, exchange, buy, and
re-assign vehicles as necessary in order tc reduce costs and to accommodate
to changing conditions and field assignments.

c. Technical Assistanca

1. Long-term R& D

We recommend that Terence Hart be retained as technical assistant
to the project for two years. We believe that in two years a full-time
technical assistant will no longer be necessary. The momentum gained during
the past l~ years could be lost if he were to leave at the end of his pres­
ent contract (July 1982). Furthermore, we specifically recommend extension
of Hart's contract because of his outstanding performance during the first
l~ years, his close working relationship with the laboratory personnel, and
his intimate knowledge of all aspects of the project. This is our strong­
est recommendation concerning technical assistance.

We recommend that an experienced general shop manager with design
experience and with the ability to train and motivate people be retained
for a one year period in order to raise the level of shop capability. The
shop personnel, in general, are not capable of doing many necessary tasks and
the quality of work is too low. Alex Roqueta is an ideal candidate for this
job.

2. Short-tenrr R&D

The short-term technical assistance program which has been very
effective and useful should be continued as the budget allows. One tech­
nical area that has been relatively neglected with respect to technical
assistance is photovoltaics. We recommend that this deficiency be remedied.
Assistance can perhaps be obtained from NASA Lewis Research Center, which
has highly qualified and experienced people, at no cost to the project
since they have an assistance contract from AID (ST/EY).

We also recommend that short-term assistance be continued in the
electronic and instrumentation area. It is especially needed in order to
unravel some particularly knotty problems due to improper instru~ent pro­
cure~ent during t~e early stages of the project.



3. Programming and Research Design

Further training of Lab administrators and engineers should be provided
in research planning, research project design and report writing whether by
short-term technical assistance, by thorough training of someone at the Lab
who can train others, or by other means. See also Section V.D., Project and
Technologies Direction: Summary.

D. Project and Technology Directions: An Analysis by Clarenc~ KOOl

The Project Paper set certain project directions and recommended that
development work be carried out on a number of renewable energy technolo­
gies. Now, four years later, it is time to reconsider these project and
technologYdirec.tlons inthe light of new information and new conditions.

Information from the field and from the energy survey has become
available. Technologies have developed and changed considerably in four
years. General and specific knowledge of rural energy ~eeds has improved.
The people working on the project have developed a more mature viewpoint
concerning renewable energies as needed in the rural Malian milieu. There­
fore, it is time to emphasize some technological directions and to de-empha­
size others.

There are also external factors which have changed; for example, CRES
(the Centre Regionale de 1'Energie Solaire) will soon come into being. New
and continuing AID projects have energy needs and aspects not formerly
apparent or considered. Other donor agencies, government agencies, and
educational institutions have become involved in energy work related to that
of this Project. It is time to re-examine the Project direction in light
of these developments.

1. Focus of Renewable Energy Efforts:

Human Energy in Rural Mali

Solar energy is essentially the sole source of energy in rural Mali.
Via photosynthesis it produces food, fiber and fuel. Via natural physical
processes it lifts water from the oceans for human consumption. In favorable
circumstances people would have little more to do than accept and consume
these gifts of nature. However, in the inhospitable environments of rural
Mali it is necessary to facilitate or subsidize these natural processes.
Thus agriculture is practiced, wells are dug, cattle are tended, and houses
are constructed. These activities require a source or sources of energy
controlled by humans. Tllis energy has been called by Slesser 1/ "Energy
Subsidy". In rural Mali the Energy consists primarily of human energy.

That the Energy Subsidy in rural Mali is primarily energy produced by
human muscle was recognized by Dolores Koenig as a result of her work with
the project's energy survey. She states lilt is clear that we have over­
looked an even more important source of energy... That source is human

l! M. Slesser, C. Lewis, and W. Edwardson, Food Policy, p. 123 (May 1977).
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labor power, and human energy was in fact the most common source of energy
for all tasks ... ".Y. She also noted that the rural people were particularly
concerned with the labor they expended in producing and preparing food and
in obtaining water. She states "Over and over, people complained of the
amount of time necessary to do certain tasks, particularly to get water.
What they wanted was relief from their daily work load. The most common
innovations that interested villagers were pumps (to relieve the work in
getting water), mills (to relieve the work in pounding grain) and more
agricultural equipment (to relieve the work in hoe farming)". These obser­
vations are in accord with observations of the evaluation team both in
connection with this project in Mali and in other countries of West Africa.

If the Energy Subsidy is limited to human labor not only do people find
the drudgery disagreeable but, as we shall see in the next section, their pro­
ductivity and incomes (and standard of living) are limited. Furthermore,
there is little time left from the daily cycle of drudgery (especially for
women) in which to pursue work that takes advantage of skill and intelli­
gence, with which humans are far better endowed than with the muscle power.
It is evident that something needs to be done about the rural Malians near
total dependence on human labor.

b. Productivity and Energy Subsidy

Many studies have established that food productivity increases as the
energy subsidy is increased.~/ The energy subsidy consists of all energies
(for land preparation, plantTng, tilling, fertilizing, irrigating, chemicals,
etc.) IJnder human control that go into the food production process. In the
case of Malian villagers it consists almost entirely of human work. A rela­
tionship between productivity and energy subsidy is shown in Figure 1: 4/ It
is evident that, if all other conditions (soil, climate, etc.) are the-same,
agri culture that is restri cted to human 1abor inputs has a cei 1i ng on pro­
ductivity. It is true that very intelligent use of the human labor input
can increase productivity and the curve of Figure 1 would be raised somewhat.
However, the really significant productivity increases require increased
energy subsidy.

The effects of increased energy subsidy on output per person (rather
than hectare) are even more pronounced. A Malian farmer can perhaps produce
one ton of maize per year. An Iowa farmer can produce over 1,000 tons per
year. If the Iowa farmer were limited to a human energy subsidy only he
would be hard pressed, even with all technical, soil, and climatic advan­
tages, to produce more than 5 tons per year (and his farm income would be
not much higher than that of a Malian farmer).

Since the Malian farmer's (farm) income is proportioned to his or her
annual production he or she must always remain poor if limited to an energy

y Dolores Koenig, "Reflections on the Design of Energy Projects for Devel­
oping Countries". Report submitted to USAID, undated.

JI References are not available but will be supplied upon Dr. Kooi's
return to Abidjan.

~ There exists a wide variety of similar Productivity-Energy curves for
many food systems and for other productive enterprises.
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subsidy consisting entirely of his or her labor. At 25¢ per kilogram for
cereal grain the annual (farm) income would be about $250. The farmer must
either acquire means to increase the energy subsidy or obtain a non-farm
source of income if he or she is to emerge from poverty.

As a consequence of this line of reasoning and taking into account infor­
mation from the field and prelimi'nary survey results, we arrive at the prin­
cipal objective of renewable energy technology development for rural Mali.

Objective of Renewable Energy Technology Development for Rural Mali

To increase, and render more effective, the energy subsidy to the food
and water production processes in rural Mali so as to reduce human labor
and increase production of food and water.

How to Accomplish the Objective

It is convenient to break down the approaches to increased (or more effec­
tive use of) energy subsidies into four categories. These are:

(1) More effective use of human labor through better hand tools and human
powered machines (e.g., hand grinders) and through development of better
techniques for applying human labor.

(2) Use of animal power.

(3) Use of fossil fuels (e.g., diesel engines, tractors, industrial fertilizers).

(4) Use of renewable energies.

This project, as developed in the Project Paper, deals exclusively with
number (4). The team which wrote the Project Paper decided that inclusion
of numbers (1), (2) and (3) would simply spread resources too thinly and
that it would be better to do one thing well rather than dabble in many things.
Furthermore, there are many animal traction, hand pump and farm tool projects
in West Africa. For example, USAID in Upper Volta has a $12,000,000 well­
digging and hand pump project and USAID in Mali has at least eight projects
that deal with animal power.

Human Powered Devices

However, the evaluation team recommends that human powered devices be
given some attention. Hand-powered grinders should be evaluated. Work on
human-powered pumps is not recommended since that is such a well-worked
area (with a low success rate) that an additional effort by the project is
not likely to add much. Furthermore, the problem with hand pumps is primar­
ily one of setting up financing, installation, sales, service and spare
parts businesses, all of which lie somewhat outside laboratory abilities.

The first step in introduction of human-powered grinders is to deter­
mine if they really are more efficient than the mortar and pestle. They
must increase production of flour and/or reduce labor sufficiently to justify
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their. initial and maintenance costs. Then they should be introduced into
villages to test customer acceptability and to determine maintenance and
parts requirements and also useful life of the equipment.

This same procedure should be followed for introduction of other human­
powered equipment. An essential part, almost universally ignored, is the
initial testing to see if the device actually has a ghiher for a given
human labor input. This should be one of the first tests of any new human­
powered device.

Renewable Energies

Heretofore, the laboratory has felt obligated to work on all of the re­
newable energy technologies listed in the Project Paper. However, in or­
der to more effectively attain the objective stated above it is time to
re-direct and to focus the efforts of the laboratory. The technologies
that promise to fulfill the objective should be emphasized, those that do
not should be de-emphasized. In making recommendations to this end we
shall consider broad areas only since specific decisions should be left to
the project and laboratory personnel who are better qualified than the
evaluation team to make such decisions. Furthennore, many decisions con­
cerning emphasis or de-emphasis of technology areas or specific technol­
ogies should await the final results of the survey* .

. .Renewab1e Energy II Pri me Mover" Development

The high priority needs--water pumping, grain grinding, and agricultural
work--require mechanical and/or electrical power. "Prime movers", that is
devices which produce such power, are required. These are, for example,
internal combustion engines (running on biogas, ethanol, methanol, vege-
table oils or wood), photovoltaics, solar thermodynamic engines, wind
machines, water,turbines, etc. A few of these show promise in the rural
Malian context. These should be emphasized. The laboratory is currently
working on wind, photovoltaics and biogas and is considering work on solar­
powered thermodynamic engines. It is a question of which should be emphasized.
This question can only be answered by continued and thorough analysis,
tests, and trials. At present it appears that photovoltaics has great
promise but costs must be reduced; wind has promise but only in northerly
parts of Mali where wind speeds are adequate; biogas-driven motors have
limited potential due to a combination of cost, operational requirements,
and lack of easily collectible feedstock; and solar thermodynamic engines
are either too expensive or not yet sufficiently developed**. Therefore, we
recommend that the laboratory put a primary emphasis on photovoltaics, a
secon?a ry e~phas is on wi nd and bi ogas power and droD work on solar therroo­
dynamlC eng1nes.

* It may turn out that installation of improved stoves in some of the
villages in the San region is a mistake that could have been avoided if
the information from the field and from the survey has been available.
Preliminary information indicates that the villagers in the San region
are more concerned with energy inputs to agriculture and water pumping
than to cooking.

** Thermodynamic engine development at the laboratory is well beyond the
capabilities of the laboratory for the next few years at least.
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These II prime movers II do not furni sh the mobile power needed for agri­
cultural field work and transportation. This would require engines using
liquid, gaseous or solid fuels of renewable origins (ethanol, methanol,
vegetable oils, wood, etc.). Mali does not, at first glance, appear to be
well endowed with the potential for producing such fuels. However, we
suggest that the laboratory do some thinking along these lines because
of the great importance of mobile power in agriculture.

At present mobile power for agricultural work is furnished primarily
by humans and animals. Since other Malian agencies and other AID projects
work in these areas we recommend that the laboratory not get involved in
them. It should be noted that production of stationary power for pumping
and grinding, for example, releases human workers for mobile field work,
thus contributing indirectly to solution of that problem.

Even though major decisions should await the final survey results we
feel that enough is already known to make some fairly firm recommendations
concerning work on renewable II prime movers".

Photovoltaics: Up to now the laboratory has worked primarily on testing
commercial units. It is time to start development work. Perhaps the most
important areas are photovoltaic pumps, grinders and general power systems.
The pumps available on the market are quite expensive, primarily because the
balance of systems (BOS) costs are high. The BOS costs are all costs
except for the solar panels themselves. In a 1,000 watt pump selling for
$30,000 one can estimate that only 1/3 of the cost is due to the photovoltaic
panels, After installation costs are added it may be only 1/4. Therefore,
real savings should be possible by attacking the BOS and installation cost
area. This can be done by buying the parts and designing, assembling and
installing the pl.Jmp with laboratory personneL Much of the material
could be purchased locally. The laboratory already has shown that it can
install a photovoltaic pump (Samanko) more economically than a contractor
can (Demba Diawara, Camp Modibo, Mopti). It's time to follow it up with
design and assembly. Similar efforts should be made on grinders and later
on general photovoltaic power systems.

Windmills: The laboratory is already heavily involved in windmill
development. We recommend that it continue along present lines. One of
the most important of these lines appears to be the development of a locally
made windmill, with locally available materials, which has more reliable per­
formance than the Sahores windmill*. This is an attempt to arrive at the
optimum middle ground between higher performance equipment which is more
reliable and more expensive and lower performance equipment which is less
reliable and less expensive. The laboratory has the beginnings of a first­
rate effort along these lines and it should be strengthened.

* From Peace Corps record books on the VITA sponsored Sahores windmills
(records kept from Oct. 20, 1981 to February 15, 1982) there were fifty­
one instances of repair and ma1function. Only one of the pumps, Sama
no. 2, appeared to be working well by February 15. Therefore, attempts
to ameliorate the quality of these windmills appear to be needed.
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It appears that there is another very i I11portant pi ece of work in the
wind area that the laboratory can do. Wind speeds decrease as one goes fur­
ther south. Therefore, the cost of wind-pumped water increases as one goes
south. Technical-economic work should be undertaken to determine what
this geographical-cost relationship is. There is also some folklore which
says that winds along the river are stronger than those some distance from
the river. This should be verified. This work is of considerable import­
ance since the wind speeds in Mali are low and it may turn out that wind­
plJmped water is simply more expensive than that pumped by other means in
large areas of Mali.

Biogas: We recommend that engines be tested on gas from the labora­
tory digester so that if suitable locations can be found for installation
(which is yet to be done) the laboratory will be prepared to do so. The
engine would drive a grain grinder.

Solar Thermodynamic Engines: We recommend that this area of work be
discontinued because the laboratory does not have the capability to do use­
ful work in it. It would take a first-rate machine shop and engineering
experience which does not now exist at the laboratory.

Non- Il Prime Mover" Renewable Energy Technologies

Improved Stoves: The laboratory has a good program in this area. It
should be continued and respond to feed-back from the field. As with wind­
mills the program should search for the optimum between high performance,
long life, high cost and lower performance, shorter life, lower cost.

Solar Dryers: Future work should respond to the results of the survey.
If need cannot be demonstrated and the cost/benefit ratio remains high the
work should be de-emphasized.

Solar Distiller: Unless a need for expensive water can be demonstrated
this program should be discontinued.

Solar Hot Water Heater: This effort will probably not contribute to the
project since the need for such relatively expensive hot water in a village
will probably not emerge from the survey. However, solar hot water heaters
have good prospects in cities where they compete with electric hot water
heaters. We recommend that the quality and life of the heaters be improved,
that they be made more automatic so that misuse can be reduced, and that
after-sale service be improved.

Biogas: We recommend that present work be continued. When survey
results are available a decision on field installation should be made.

Solar Cooker: Unless new ideas emerge this work should be discontinued.
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2. Support of AID Projects

There are energy inputs and energy components in all AID projects.
Agricultural projects require numerous energy inputs--field work done by
people, animals or tractors, water pumping done by diesel pumps, people,
or solar pumps, etc. Health projects use refrigerators for vaccines
(which could be solar regrigerators). All projects need lighting,
cOrT1l1uni cati ons, and transportati on--a11 energy consumi ng. In fact, the
Renewable Energy Project is a small part of the total AID energy project
in Mali.

The Renewable Energy Project should assist the other projects.
Renewable Energy pumps can be operated alongside diesel pumps in order
to compare technical and economical aspects of operation. Lighting,
communication, and refrigeration can be powered by sun or wind. Even
transportation and agricultural field work can be done with renewable
energies (gasohol, gazogene engines).

Therefore, we recommend that the Renewable Energy Project personnel
examine the AID energy projects in Mali to determine where the project
can contribute, coordinate, or advise. Discussions with project leaders
should be held and joint efforts initiated where indicated. An example
is the proposed installation of several solar pumps in the Action Ble
project in order to compare their performance to diesel and animal pumps.

More specifically, the Evaluation Team's management person recommends
that:

o USAID/Mali Project Directors and Project Officers be asked to inventory
their energy needs and submit them to the Lab for consideration.

o On a regular schedule, the Lab make presentations to Project Directors
and Project Officers on Lab work that bears on USAID/Mali project needs.

o Lab representatives visit those USAID/Mali projects in which specific
renewable energy needs are identified and that a report be submitted to
the AID Pro.iect Director identifvina which. if any. enerav oroblems the
Lab can·be of help. . '. ...

o Where practical, the Lab be awarded a USAID/Mali sub-contract to do
energy research or product development addressed to USAID/Mali project
needs.

3. Support of Other Malian Projects

There is a great deal of energy work going on in Mali. Machinisme
Agricole is building biodigesters; Mali Aqua Viva is installing photo­
voltaic pumps; the Segou Catholic Mission is manufacturing and installing
windmills. The Project should (and is ) coordinating and assisting in
two of these projects. We recommend that this be continued and expanded
as the laboratory decides. It should be recognized that this takes time~
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effort, and money. Such cooperative efforts should be limited to a level
which does not detract from the laboratory's main programs.

4. Relations ~lith Regional Solar Energy Center (CRES)

Mali is part of a regional organization of the West African Economic
Community (CEAO) headquartered in Ouagadougou (Upper Volta). Among other
communal regional activities, CEAO is establishing a regional center for
solar energy (CRES). The capital of Mali has been selected for the site of
the center. According to its terms of reference, CRES will mostly perform
coordination in research and development, production, and financing of solar
energy devices undertaken by the existing national centers.

There are now three existing centers in the member countries of CEAO:
Laboratoire d'Energie Solaire (Bamako), Energie Solaire (Niamey), and Centre
diEtude et de Recherche pour les Energies Renouvelables (Dakar). Ivory
Coast, Upper Volta, and Mauritania are also making efforts to set up national
laboratories and research centers, and CRES will help them in this work.
CRES will primarily be staffed by scientific, academic, and administrative
people from member countries; technical assistance will be provided by the
world scientific and academic community.

The establishment of the Regional Center in Bamako will make the Malian
capital the renewable energy center of the sub-region. It will provide an
opportunity to build relations with other international scientific organ­
izations and provide a flow of scientific information to CRES member
countries. Because of proximity, the Solar Energy Laboratory will be able
to draw on these resources and the establishment of the CRES in Bamako will
thus help the the Lab to perform more effectively.

E. Field Work and Survey: Summary

1. Survey DeslQn~ Samolinq·Strategy. and Survey Implementation

The Project Paper survey design was extremely ambitious in terms of
the zones to be covered. It was oriented toward providing base-line data
for an exhaustive impact evaluation of prototypes to be placed in rural
communities rather than toward meeting the immediate information needs of
the Lab. Early in the project, the Solar Energy Laboratory (Lab) was
unable to make input to the drafting of the survey documents, and, when
it began to request information, the role of the IER as field supervisor
for the survey teams hampered communication.

In spite of these difficulties, the survey has furnished a valuable
characterization of rural energy use, and will give estimates based on
year-long observation of a large sample of households for energy use, time
allocation, and consumption patterns. The anthropologist who drafted the
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survey instruments with the help of the IER was able to reduce the survey
specifications to a more manageable scale and to design questionnaires and
coding schemes that were comprehenisve, amenable to analysis, and, for the
most part, comprehensible for use by enqueteurs with relatively little
schooling.

The Lab has begun to draw on the controllers' and enqueteurs' know­
ledge of rural energy use patterns and has sought to actively incorpor­
ate this knowledge in its program of field testing. It has already demon­
strated a commitment to keeping the survey going in terms of logistical
support and in terms of staff time spent in coordination. The evaluation
team recommends that the Lab take on responsibility for supervising and
coordinating, monitoring and evaluation of prototypes in field testing,
as it has already begun to do in San, rather than continuing to contract
with the IER for Supervision.

2. Analysis of Present Data (See Section IV. C. 3. b.)

Material that is now reaching Bamako from the survey zones, as answers
to the protocols and to the Lab1s requests for Reseignements Techniques,
should be circulated and discussed within the Laboratory and in the field
survey zones where trials of prototypes are beginning. The bulk of the
quantitative data will not be accessible,however, until it has been
entered, tabulated, and aggregated. Nevertheless, special hand-tabulations,
like those done to illustrate the data problems at Gao, can be very useful
and can provisionally answer questions like: IIWhat was daily wood consumption
in Nioro villages before the introduction of the stoves?lI; "What have
been the effects since the introduction of the stoves?1I

The evaluation team recommends that the project make all possible efforts
to assure that the survey data from Phase II be analyzed rapidly and that the
results be made available to the Lab. This means updating the 1980 estimates
of the cost of data entry and analysis and earmarking sufficient Phase III
funds to cover data entry costs, programmer time, computer time, supplies,
and for contracting for the services of an analyst experienced in West African
energy surveys, preferably Dr. Koenig.

3. Reporting Findings

In addition to preparing reports on the survey findings, the analyst
should have responsibility for discussing the results in detail with the
Lab, for synthesizing the results, and for working with the Lab to clarify
the survey results' implications for the Laboratory's R&D priorities.
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4. rhase III Activities

a. Needs Ana lysi s

From answers to the protocols dealing with needs assessment for the sur­
vey corrmuni ti es and from her own di scuss ions wi th vill ages in the course
of the survey, Koenig reached some preliminary conclusions about the sorts
of devices people said they needed. Rural communities used very few non­
renewable energy sources and, in many cases, did not perceive scarcity of
renewable energy sources as a major problem. What they were most aware of
was the amount of labor it took them to get water, to prepare grain, and to
farm, and what they were most interested in were affordable innovations
that would lessen the human power required for these tasks.

Many such devices fall to the lot of projects in "appropriate technology"
rather than projects in "energy" per se. Some sorts of development are
probably not tasks that the Lab should involve inself in; for example,
developing and improving animal traction equipment for agriculture. Other
institutions and other projects have more resources and experience in some
of these fields than the Lab. However, the Lab can take account of these
priorities by concentrating its R&D efforts on the prime movers with the
most potential to carry out the tasks that were seen as most important:
raising water (for human, livestock, and agriculture) and grinding grain.

Urban populations were probably more aware of the cost of fuel and its
increasing scarcity because of having to pay cash for it, and innovations
that improved efficiency in the use of renewable resources, like improved
stoves, would probably be more attractive to city and town dwellers than to
rural denizens. Service institutions in both rural and urban areas that
consume non-renewable energies would also find increasing use of renewable
sources of energy attractive.

b. Personnel and Consul tant$

Under the Project Plan, Phase III is to concentrate on field tests of
energy innovations, and the socio-economic inquiry is to be narrowed to
concentrate on the variables most closely bearing on evaluation of the
prototypes being field tested. The Lab will need technical assistance
in designing the monitoring and evaluation for the field prototypes providing
technical oversight for the monitoring and evaluation effort, and in
analyzing the data as they are gathereed. The evaluation team recommends
that the Lab contract for the services of an economist and/or social
scientist to design and oversee monitoring and evaluation of devices, and
that supervision and logistical support of the field teams be undertaken
by the Lab itself. The individual contracted for the analysis of Phase II
data could very appropriately take on these Phase III tasks.

-106-



c. Prototype Evaluation

The evaluation team recommends that the Lab consider sites outside
the survey zones for some fie 1d-testi ng. Supporti ng field-work in Gao
proved during phase II to require enormous efforts and the potential for
using the sorts of devices the laboratory is developing seemed generally
poor (Burke trip report 1982). For example, with respect to wind devices,
survey villages are located at a distance from the rivers, the villages
are too dispersed to all draw water from a single pump, and seasonal
migrations would make it difficult to maintain devices. The evaluation
team recommends that the Lab seek out a test site for wind devices that is
more accessible than Gao.· Similarly, there would be advantages to testing
wood stoves in cities and towns rather than exclusively in rural areas.

The sorts of background data needed to develop useable devices are
probably better furnished by requests for information like the Reseign­
ments Techniques and limited series of observations rather than compre­
hensive, quantitative questinnaires of the survey as originally designed.
The evaluation team recommends that enqueteurs and controllers be trans­
ferred as necessary to new sites to get background information and to
implement monitoring and evaluation of prototype devices.

F. Fi nanci a1 Ana 1ys is Summary

In spite of two and a half years delay, the project is well within the
budget as shown in Table no. XII. About $1,096,000 remains for the comple­
tion of Phases I and II and, with the exception of Lab construction, Phases
I and II are all but completed.

It is therefore recommended that the unused funds of Phase I and II,
along with the contingency funds of Phase III, be used to finance the
construction of the Lab building, extension of technical assistance, the
shop facilities, the processing and analysis of the survey data, and the
overhead costs of SERI replacement.

The estimates of these costs are:

Building Cost $800,000
Technical Assistance

R&D $300,000
Shop Facilities $150,000

Survey Processing $ 50,000
Overhead cost of SERI replacement $ 80,000

TOTAL $1,380,000

The sources of funds could be:

Unearmarked Phase I and II
* Phase III budget reductions

Contingencies/Inflation

TOTAL
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Lab personnel could reduce building costs by supervlslng or providing
certain aspects of new construction (e.g., the "amenagementsll or the shop
facilities) and by reducing or eliminating other elements in the architect's
design (e.g., the guard house and outdoor latrines~ for a saving of about
$200,000.

G. Proposed Budget for FY 83 and phase III: By Papa Fall

Phase III of the project is expected to last 2~ years. In view of the
delays already encountered and the possible extension of the project com­
pletion date, it wi" be advisable to keep the USAID budgeting request as
planned, provided some re-allocations are made. The project comprehensive
pipeline shows that as of March 31, 1982. the obligated, unearmarked funds
from previous fiscal year were about $1,000,000. In addition, the obli­
gation of FY 1982 is about $470,000 and obligations for FY 1983 have been
estimated at $700,000. Total obligations through FY 183 would thus be
about $2.2 million. This amount is likely to be spent by December 1983.
However, it is also probable that delay in commitment and expenditure, as
well as the limited absorptive capacity of the Lab, will require less obli­
gation in FY 83. Our estimate is that a maximum of $2.0 million will carry
the Lab operations through FY 1983. We therefore recommend that the budget
for FY 1983 be in the amount of $530,000.*

* Note by the team's management person: USAID/Mali personnel have advised
that the mission must reduce the overall mission budget by about one million
dollars but that the evaluation team would be consistent with the procedure
followed in other projects if the best possible defense is made for what
the team believes to be justifiable project costs.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT

Financial Situation as of March 31, 1982

Obligatedl Committed Expended Unexpended
Earmarked

I

1. Technical Assistance 912,600.00 730,787.00 730,787.00 181,813.00.
unearmarked 181,813.00 -0- -0- 181,813.00

, I

2. Trainins. 47,400.90 32,388.00 27,418.00 ~,19,982.00

unearmarked 15,012.00 ...0- -0- 15,012.00

3. Commodities: 934,600.00 931,397.67 806,441.10 128,158.90

unearmarked 3,202.33 -0- -0- 3,202.33 i,
4.' Other Expenses 1,307,900.00 313,.318.51 291,776.21 746,123.79

unearmarked 724,851. 49 . -0- -0- 724,851. 49

'\

5. Contingencies: 171,500.00 ;-0- -0- 171,500.00

unearmarked 171,500.00 -0- -0- 171,500.00

TOTAL 3,.104~000.00 2,007,883.18 ~~~~~b~~~;~~ 1,247,577.00
r;,...a;:=~=;;:==;:;= ;:::r:;;:==.c::==9,=:;= ------------------------

of which
I

unearmarked 1,096,108.82 -0- -0- 1,096,108.00
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The expenses to be incurred during phase III have been estimated to
be as fo1lows:

3,100
26,100
65,000
75,000
70,000
1,000

800,000
300,000
150,000
50,000
6,500

47,000
50,000
10,000
51 ,000
20,000
60,000
10,000
7,000

$587,000
10,000
60,000
15,000

100,000

1,096.000

2,573,700

Phase III

Total

Test devices-cost of fabrication"and importation
Training program for village cadre
Enumerators' salaries: 45,000 MF x 30 mos x 20
Contr61eurs' salaries: 55,000 MF x 30 mos x 4
Shipment and installation of devices at village sites
In-country travel expenses:

Lab project director: 7,000 MF x 20 days
Supervisor teams: 4,000 MF x 30 days

Vehicle operating expenses: 100 FM/km x 300,000 km
Operating expenses, co-operating agencies
Maintenance and repair of devices
Enumerator housing repairs: $50 x 20
Building Cost (See above discussion of possible cost reductions)
Technical Assistance R&D
Technical Assistance shop facilities
Survey Processing
Housing allowance for contr~leurs: 25,000 MF x 30 mos x 4
Social anthropologist: 6 mos., 6 trips
Energy scientists: 6 mos., 6 trips
Office expenses related to field testing
Participant training: energy policy (Hydraulique)

other
Recurrent costs, Lab, 3 years each $20,000
Interim report preparation
Translation of interim report

* Note: Two amendments to the original project agreement provided $930,000
in additional funds for phases I and II. As of March 31, 1982, the unear­
marked balance of phases I and II ;s about $1,096,000.

* Funds carried over from Phases I and II



H. AID Administration

The project officer was assigned a highly sensitive task that might,
in retrospect, have been handled,if at all, by other means, probably
at higher levels in USAID/Mali's administration. When the project
officer's standing with his Malian colleagues was thereby compromised
to the detriment of project coordination, efforts to remedy matters were
apparently inadequate.

Though the Lab is addressing the kind of energy problems that are
found in other AID projects, there has been no process for informing
USAID/Mali Program Directors and Project Officers of the Lab's potential
for assistance with product tests or development.

There does not appear to be a well functioning system to make regular
assessments of project progress for the purpose of recommending mid-course
corrections or for amending the project agreement. There has not been a
system for coordination with other AID projects, for reassessing the Lab's
research and development priorities, for planning for project continuity
after USAID funding ceases, etc.

The Evaluation Team therefore recommends:

A within-USAID/Mali Renewable Energy Project Committee should be estab­
lished. Its functions and composition should be specified in writing-­
along with procedures for selection and replacement of members for non- '
performance. Its schedule of meetings, its processes for assessing pro­
ject performance and for recommending changes in the project agreement,
and the content and frequency of its reports to the Mission Director
should be specified. Given the emphasis in Phases III and IV of the pro­
ject on building construction and planning for future activities, the
committee membership might include:

- The Project Officer
- A Representative of the Planning Officer, e.g., Richard Day.
- A Representative of the Engineering Office, e.g., Susan Buchanan.

These standing members would have responsibility for bringing to
committee meetings, as appropriate, representatives of other USAID/Mali
offices (The Mission Director or Deputy Director, the Controller, the
Design and Evaluation officer, etc.) as well as representatives of other
AID projects, of agencies of the Malian Government, or of international
agencies who are willing and able to give advice.

The first responsibility of the Comittee might be to review the recom­
mendations of the Evaluation Team and recommend a procedure for drafting
a new course of action, for revision of project documents, etc., all of
which would, if approved by the Project Officer, be submitted to the
Mission Director for concurrence.
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I. Recommendations (Listed by the priority assigned by vote of the
members of the team. Thes~ recommendations are grouped by cate­
gory in Sections V.B. through V.H.)

First Priority: Urgent and Important

1. The proj ect shaul d proceed to Phase III and IV, the proj ect com­
pletion date should be extended, and the project agreement should be
formally revised to effect this extension.

2. The new laboratory should be build promptly. Increased costs of
building the new laboratory, above those estimated in the Project Paper,
should be taken from the inflation and contingency fund for Phases I and II.
Laboratory personnel should do certain parts of the construction and am€n-
agement ext~rieur in order to hold costs down. -----

3. Terrence Hart should be retained as technical and management assis­
tant for another two years. A technical and management assistant should be
retained for one year for up-grading shop and device production capabilities.
Short-term technical assistance in electronic, instrumentation and photo­
voltaics should be continued.

4. A private American contractor should be retained to replace SERI.

5. Sufficient Phase III funds should be earmarked to cover data entry
costs and programmer and data analysis costs of Phase II data, in addition
to funds allocated in the PP for designing, overseeing, entering, and
analyzing Phase III data.

6. Funding for the preceding items should be provided from appropri­
ate funds as given in the Project Plan, unspent from Phases I and II, and
from the Phase III inflation and contingency fund. Funds scheduled for the
Central Veterinary Laboratory should be redirected to the construction of
the lab building.

7. Device development and R&D programs in the laboratory should begin
to be redirected according to preliminary information from the survey and
from the field workers, and from technical and economic analyses of the
Laboratory. Final decisions on reorientation should await reception of
final, analyzed survey results. Following preliminary field results, the
Laboratory should concentrate on satisfying village needs of first priority:
(1) water pumping, (2) grain grinding: and (3) farm labor, and as second­
ary priority: (1) fuel wood supply; (2) lighting; (3) refrioeration; and'
(4) dryi ng.

8. As a consequence of this priority schedule, as supported by advice
derived from recommendations, the laboratory should assign preliminary
priorities to their present programs in the following manner: (1) photo­
voltaics; (2) wind; (3) stoves; (4) biogas; and (5) dryers.
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load of the lab accountant. AID should review with the lab the kinds of
technical assistance AID can provide~ Ce.g., the training, recently recom­
mended by Jenkins, in accounting practlces and perhaps in contracting and
sub-contracting procedures}.

8. Because the performance of the AAPC to order and deliver the scien­
tific equipment has been poor, USAID should consider assigning this function
to the U.S. organization t~at will replace SERI.

9. IER's covenant with the lab for supervision of socio-economic
studies should not be renewed at the start of Phase III, but the SEL should
move forward on its plan to hire selected enqu~teurs and controleurs direct­
ly so as to continue selected parts of the socio-economic survey that most
closely bear on impact evaluation of the prototypes to be field-tested.

10. The laboratory should consider sites outside the survey zones for
some field-testing. In particular, improved stoves should be tested in
cities and towns where wood prices are relatively high, and wind devices
should be tested in sites that have adequate average wind speeds and are
more accessible than Gao. The lab should contract for the services of
an economist and/or social scientist to design and oversee monitoring and
evaluation of devices, and supervision, and technical and logistical sup­
port should be undertaken by the ~aboratory engineer. Enqueteurs and con­
traleurs should be transferred as necessary to implement monitoring and
evaluation of prototype performance arid impact.

11. Data gathering should continue at Gao until the termination date of
the other zones in June 1982.

12. AID should review the recent analysis, made by AID/Washington on
the CRES proposal, add its own recommendations and satisfy themselves--
as the evaluation team is satisfied--that the CRES proposal and the proposed
Lab organization and activities are complementary.

Third Priority: Less Important and Less Urgent

1. The lab, in its annual report, should identify:

a. its research, development, and dissemination agenda for the
following year along with an analysis of its criteria for estab­
lishing priorities;

b. its general research and development plan for 5 years ahead;

c. its expected one-year budget should show sources of income
from consultation, product development, sub-contracts from AID,
other ministries, international organizations, CRES, etc.; and

d. its plan for public affairs: brochures, open house, seminars, etc.

2. The lab, as part of its short-term technical assistance, should
provide further training to its personnel in research, project design,
market research, and cost/benefit analysis.
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9. AID should review its files of correspondence to be sure that
appropriate replies have been given to all official correspondence from
the Malian Government and to other unofficial documents of importance.

Second Priority: Important but Less Urgent

1. USAID/Bamako should not direct technical work at the project in
any way directly or indirectly. This is the flJnction of the survey and
the appropriate project and assistance personnel.

2. The laboratory should design, assemble and install photovoltaic
systems such as rumps, rather than import off-the-shelf systems, in order
to adapt systems to Malian conditions and to reduce 80S costs. Wi rid
systems should be developed which seek to find the optimum trade-off be­
tween cost, reliability and performance. Cost of wind-pumped water as a
function of latitude (or average wind speed) should be determined. Work
on biogas and stoves should continue but emphasis determined by results
of survey and of prototype monitoring. Work on solar thermodynamic en­
gines, solar distillers, and solar cookers should be de-emphasized or dis­
continued. Solar hot water heater and solar dryer work should continue,
and means to manufacture, sell and service them so as to assist in finan­
cing the laboratory should be investigated. This should include private
sector involvement where possible and a search for small business financing.

3. As a guide to its overall research program priorities and for its
individual research and product development projects, the lab should dev­
elop a proposal for client-oriented advice and other coordination of the
kind that was anticipated from the non-functioning committee called for in
the project agreement.

4. The incentive bonus system at the laboratory should continue.

5. USAID/Bamako should establish a Renewable Energy Project Committee.
AID should specify committee purposes, membership,meetings and agenda
schedules, and committee performance review. The committee should report
to the Mission Director on need for project amendment or mid-course correc­
tion by other means, on-going project performance in light of AlDis inter­
est in private sector development, AID project mutual assistance, etc.

6. The Mission Director, or his designee, should examine the proposed
organizational and administrative plans of the Malian Government for their
renewable energy activities and consider whether their proposal addresses
the concerns that (a) the lab has a sufficiently prominent role in Mali's
efforts; and (b) that the policies under which the lab operates do not
preclude private sector involvement (as client or sub-contractor) nor pre­
vent the lab from receiving payment for goods or services.

7. Simplification of the accounting procedures being undertaken by
the USAID controller's office should be speeded up to alleviate the work-
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3. A memo of understanding should be initiated by AID and the lab on
the reasons for proceeding with lab construction without provision for use
of renewable energy technologies in the offices and labs themselves~ (e.g.,
water-heating electrical generation, etc.).

4. The American Mission in Mali should demonstrate its commitment to
energy conservation by installing solar hot water heaters where possible.
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VI. ANNEXES

A. Project Evaluation Summary

Summary. The project is at ~idpoint, awaiting the results of this
evaluation before continuing to its third and fourth phases. It is be­
hind schedule by almost two years. Initially, it was beset with problems:
lI early start ll demonstrations did not get started, equipment was poorly
specified or not delivered, specified collaboration between Malian
project officials and AID personnel were strained almost to the breaking
point. From the Malian perspective, AID was not keeping to a key part of
the project agreement--construction of a new laboratory building which
was intended to strengthen Mali's ability to carry out its part of the
agreement.

The project now appears in order and capable of achieving its objectives.
Thanks in large part to a complementary relationship between the Lab's
Director and the resident consulting engineer who joined the project in
late 1980, the Lab has demonstrated extraordinary progress in administra­
tive and technical competence. The survey of village energy needs has been
reasonably well carried out and should help provide guidance for the Lab­
oratory's research and product development agenda. Lab personnel have been
well trained in certain aspects of their work and practical arrangements
are being made to continue this training. Funds are available for construc­
tion of the new laboratory and the need for it has been reaffirmed.

Problems remain for the Lab in research project design and, for AID,
in project supervision and review. Recommendations have been submitted
in both areas.

Evaluation Methodology: A favorable midpoint evaluation was required
by Project Agreement (Appendix A) as a condition of proceeding to the third
and fourth phases of the project. Preliminary plans and cost estimates for
these final project phases were to be agreed to and recommendations for pro­
ject modification were to be submitted. The Project Agreement, a statement
of work for the evaluation (Appendix B), a report outline suggested by the
USAID/Mali's Design and Evaluation Officer, and suggestions by the Mission
Director and by technical and administrative personnel in AID Washington
gui ded our work.

Information was gathered from site visits to more than a dozen villages
and towns where equipment was in use, from key officials in the Malian
agencies presently or potentially involved, from representatives of inter­
national agencies having both a common interest and an outside perspective
on project performance, from other potential clients for renewable energy
technologies and products, from the Peace Corps, and from USAID personnel.
Records were checked; the choice of equipment and the quality of mainten­
ance were examined. Each member of the evaluation team had particular
responsibility for data gathering and analysis in the field of his or her
expertise. The priority given to the ensuing recommendations was established
by vote of the members of the evaluation team.
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~t~rnal Factors. Since 1978, when the project began, several changes
have a ected or ought to affect project design, implementation and priority.
They include:

-Realization that the development and adoption of renewable energy tech­
nologies and products is a long-term, uncertain proposition with few
examples anywhere of widespread, unsubsidized purchase and maintenance.
Nevertheless, the potential importance of renewable energy has generally
been confirmed.

-A reorganization within the Ministry of Industry and Tourism, approved
by the Council of Ministers but not yet in effect, will enhance the
status of the energy Lab and its role in Malian energy development.

-AID priority has increased for at least partially self-supporting pro­
jects, for projects with potential for increasing private sector enter­
prise, for projects that produce goods and services that can demonstrate
their cost-effectiveness in the market place, and for projects that com­
plement others in the AID Mission portfolio in ways that give coherence
to the Mission's overall objectives.

In light of these changes the project has no less validity than when it
began and probably more.

Inputs: After solution of the early problems, the present and projected
inputs now appear appropriate in quality and quantity. No significant change
is indicated.

Outputs: The project appears now to be on target although outputs are
difficult to quantify. Training has been good. Management and technical
ability of the Lab has markedly improved. Research and product development
projects are for the most part well conducted though not particularly well
conceived. Data from the survey of energy needs have not yet been analyzed
but appear to be of good quality and seem likely to make a useful contribu­
tion not only to this project but to others as well. No great change in
outputs is recommended.

Purpose. The purpose of the project is (1) to demonstrate the practical
use of renewable energies and (2) help Mali develop the institutional capacity
to plan, execute, and evaluate programs of alternative energy development and
use. Sub-purposes were to (a) conduct a survey of energy needs and sources
at the village level and to use this information to guide the research and
product development activities of Mali's Solar Energy Laboratory and (b) to
strengthen the Laboratory's capacity to carry out this work by building and
equipping a new Lab and training its personnel.

Project Performance. Convincing demonstrations of the practicability of
renewable energy are not yet to be found from this project. The photovoltaic
powered pump systems are almost operational though storage and delivery
systems still present problems. Systems for self-supported maintenance and
repair have not been worked out nor have alternative means of delivering water
when these units break down. Design modifications are still in the concept
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The technical data produced by the projects on fuel savings that can be
realized from improved wood stoves are apt to be attended to by other devel­
oping countries as will the problems of adoption and maintenance that will
be reported in the later phases of the project. The project's work on
photovoltaics adds to the very extensive work in this field by other organ­
izations in Mali and elsewhere throughout the world. The project's work on
wind powered apparatus appears in some ways unique and the prospects of a
substantial, financially sound contribution to the intended beneficiaries
seem reasonably good. But, to date, the principal intended beneficiaries,
the villagers, have not measurably benefitted.
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stage for reducing costs of enclosures to protect photovo1taic panels from
damage by animals and humans, to shut down pumps when they run dry, and to
find a less expensive, more durable pump preferably of American manufacture.
The improved wood stoves demonstrate savings in fuel but not with sufficient
conviction for users to maintain them by themselves nor, with perhaps one ex­
ception, to buy or build them. Similarly with biogas digestors and other
products, the "demonstrations" to date show that the devices work to some
degree, but not that they are worth the cost. Practical demonstrations of new
or modified wind power devices are about to begin and, for these products,
there may be a market sufficient to interest entrepreneurs in their manufac­
ture, sale and service--provided that the apparatus performs to design
specifications, can be produced at projected costs, and is as reliable as
anticipated.

The survey of energy needs is all but complete. The Lab's capabilities
have greatly progressed and will be further strengthened by construction of the
new facilities. The End of Project Status (EOPS) should show a well-equipped
Lab with competent personnel and good administration, the capacity-building
that was the second purpose of the project. In two years I time there could
be at least one market-tested demonstration of the profitability of renewable
energy, enough to satisfy the first project purpose.

Goals and Sub-goals. The project goal was to reduce Mali's dependency
on fossil fuels and traditiona1--most1y human--sources of energy. A sub­
goal was to reduce Mali's balance of payments deficit through energy devices
that could be made from locally produced materials. There was to date been
no measurable progress towards either of these goals. The improved wood
stoves would measurably reduce firewood consumption--if they were to catch
on. It apparently will be a slow and uncertain process. The wind powered
pumping apparatus should have significant effect on both goals if design
specifications are met. Photovo1taic powered illumination and refrigeration
is nearing commercial practicability in special circumstances and the same
will probably apply later on to photovo1taic powered water pumping. While
this could reduce dependency on fossil fuels, it would for the forseeable
future merely substitute one imported product for another.

Beneficiaries. The principal beneficiaries of the later phases of the
project were to be villagers whose energy needs are mostly provided by them­
selves in fire wood gathering, grain grinding, and water hau1ing--or by
animal power. Their quality of life was to be improved, especially for
women, by making water and fuel supply less arduous. The intended bene­
ficiaries of the first project phases were to be the Lab engineers who would
receive U.S. and on-site training and the Malian personnel employed in the
socio-economic survey. They have benefitted as intended.
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Unplanned Effects. The project has had no unexpected results or impacts
that would require change in the project design or execution.

Lessons Learned

• Increase Host Country Participation in the Project Design: Neither
agency involved in the survey of village energy needs--IER which was to
carry it out and the Lab which was to be guided by its results--felt that
it had participated sufficiently in the survey design.

-Require Ongoing Project Revision--A more effective process is needed
whereby both parties to a project agreement have an opportunity--without jeo­
pardy because of exposure of problems--to reexamine project purposes, proce­
dures, and planned activities; to revise schedules as events have dictated,
to adjust line items in the budget; and to propose amendments to the project
agreement. There should be a specific obligation to state at regular inter­
vals that no such changes are desirable, should this be the case.

- Require Market Place Analysis. AID should require that at least a few
representatives of the local business community be asked whether there will
be buyers for a product if it meets design specifications for performance
and cost. This information would seldom be the determining factor in calcu­
lating goals and priorities in programs for health, population control, and
the like--but it should be taken into account in research and product devel­
opment projects and in establsihing within-project priorities. Indeed, when
an estimate of market potential cannot be obtained, the reasons for proceed­
ing without it should be noted.

• Establish Broader Based Advisory Groups. Seldom are advisory bodies for
government agencies composed of members whose personal interests are associa­
ted with having an enterprise becoming self-supporting or, failing in this,
to go out of business. While these need not be dominant views, they have a
place in the advice heard by any program manager.

-Goals and Objectives: Changes Recommended. The project should be dir­
ected to energy needs throughout Mali, not exclusively to rural areas.

-The Lab should develop particular competencfes in a few areas of renew­
able energy, leaving it to others in the Sahel and elsewhere to do product
evaluation and development on products for which no near-term, unsubsidized
market is likely.

·The socio-economic survey objectives should be qualified by making its re­
sults a most important but not exclusive guide to priorities for further pro­
duct development and field testing. In establishing priorities amonq research
and development projects and in the justification for undertaking each indiv­
idual project, not only should survey results be cited but the findings of
other market analysis and other social or economic studies should be taken
into account.
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Overall Validity of Project Design. A National Lab for Renewable Energy
might not have been the best means to help Mali find ways to meet its energy
needs but, because the Lab appears near to finding some partial solutions,
it can be concluded that there was validity in the project design. (See
Appendix E for further discussion of project design.) -

Feasibil ity of Continuation "

a) Administrative. The Lab is now well administered. The changes
necessary to improve USAID/Mali administration of this project seem feasible
without ri sk of overtaxi ng AID management resources.

b) Technical. Several weaknesses have been mentioned: research planning
and research project design, photovoltaic technology, shop management, etc.
But all seem readily correctable and means to do so have been recommended.

c) Sociological. The problems of adopting promising renewable energy
devices by the intended beneficiaries of the project have not been resolved.
The project has given some but perhaps not enough priority to products that
could in large measure be self adopting--as were transistor radios. Improve
cook stoves appear to have greater promise for self-adoption in urban areas;
wind pumps and photovoltaic lighting may have promise for private sector
pursuasion of usefulness.

d) Construction of New Laboratory Buildings. Several factors were
taken into account in concluding that the Lab should be built immediately
and without change in the present design. The arguments in favor were:

-The design cost to date is $35,000 and much of this would be lost, the
cost of redesign is unknown.

-Redesign involves at least a brief delay with vulnerability to other
delays of unpredictable origin and duration, perhaps even to reversal of
the decision to build.

-Partial construction is feasible and savings can be realized if Lab
personnel do part of the construction using lower cost methods. (See Sec­
tion IV. B.S. and IV. G.)

The arguments that were advanced by the teams management person for at
least partial redesign were:

-The estimated cost of $80 per square foot seems indefensible at Bamako
labor rates.

-The present design appears pedestrian and is absent of any example of
the renewable energy technologies that the Lab will be encouraging.

-The proposal for holding to the present design but cutting costs of
l~ndscaping c?uld result in a drab inauguration and quite possibly--given
l1kely operatlng budgets--a drab character for some time.
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• Fonnal guarantees might be secured that a brief delay to improve design
and cut costs would not jeopardize construction. Indeed, there might be a
formal ground breaking--then a brief hiatus for review of design.

Financial Feasibility of Continuation. There is money enough in the
budget for construction and project support as planned if building costs
can be reduced as suq~ested above.

The key question is whether the enterprise will prosper after AID pulls
out. It seems possible, particularly if the establishment of funding sources
is given high priority over the next two years. The Lab has made a start on
producing income, will have authority and apparently encouragement from the
Government of Mali in doing so. Representatives of several international
organizations have expressed their interest in turning to the Lab for help.
A new large Canadian project in photovoltaic powered pumps could draw upon
the Lab as a consultant or contractor. CRES seems likely to use the Lab for
product development and quite possibly for the Sahel's "Good Housekeeping ll

seal of approval for products in one or more fields of renewable energy. And,
given most of the above, the Lab would stand out among Malian development pro­
jects as one on its way to self sufficiency, one that could become an attrac­
tive investment for other donors.

Suggestions for Project Evaluation. Evaluation methodology could be
improved by the issuance of written d;rections--or suggestions--to members
of an evaluation team on:

• resolution of differences that may exist in the emphases given to cer­
tain aspects of evaluation as defined by a) the project document and (b) the
scope of work for the evaluation.

·a suggested procedure for assigning priority to recommendations devel­
oped by individual members of an evaluation team.

·definition of the editorial and coordination responsibilities of the eval­
uation team leader; a guide for presenting dissenting views, etc.

Special Comments or Remarks. A basic unresolved issue in this project
is to what degree the market place should establish priorities in the devel­
opment of new technologies and products. The project design, it can be
argued, gave emphasis to the judgment of experts in energy, economics, and
sociology as their expertise would guide the gathering of evidence and its
analysis. The project could not have had better qualified people in these
fields, both in its development and its evaluation. Several recommendations
are based upon this basis of analysis: specific recommendations are given
for the course to be followed in research and development. The other view
is that these judgements should be tempered to greater degree by finding out-­
from a range of prospective clients--what people are ready to buy.
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The Proj ect _

PRO.mCT GRANT AGREnmT!

The Government of the Republic of Mal~_ "Grante_e~

- _.
The United States of America, acting through the
Agency for International Development (A.I.D.)

2 :

l: The Agreement

B-3
A.I.D. Project No. 688-0217

SECTIOU 2.1. ·DeJinitio~··~f Project~---Th·~-Projec·t'-whichis further
described in Annex 1, will consist of the prOVision of technical assist­
ance, training,- and goods and services required: (1) to assist in the
conduct of a five-year test designed to show whether·new or improved
small-scale renewable·-energy-·-teclin-ologies- can provide affordable and
reliable alternatives to fossil-fuel or traditional energy technologies
and (2) to assist in the development of Malian institutional-capacity
to plan, implement and evaluate alternative energy technologies. Within
the limits of the above definition of the Project, elements of the
amplified description stated in Annex 1 may be changed by written agree­
ment of the authorized representatives of the Parties named in Section
3.2, without formal amendment of this Agreement.

The purpose of this Agreement is to set out the understanding of
the parties named above (Parties) with respect to the undertaking by the
Grantee of the project described herein, and with respect to the fi­
nancing of the project by the Parties.

BETWEEN

AND
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2

SECTION 2.2. Incremental Nature of Project.

(a) A.I.D.'s contribution to the project will be provided in
increcents, the initial one being made available in accordance with
Section 3.1 of this Agreecent. Subsequent increcents will be subject
to 8vailabllit"J of funds to A.I.D. for this purpose, and to the mutual
agreement of the Parties, at the time of a subsequent increcent, to
proceed.

(b) Within the overall Project Assistance Completion Date stated
in this Agreement, A.I.D. based upon consultation with the Grantee, may
specify in Project Implementation Letters appropriate time periods for
the utilization of funds granted by A.I.D. under an individual increment
of assistance.

3: Financing

SECTION 3.1. The Grant. To assist the Grantee to meet the costs
of carrying out the project, A.I.D., pursuant to the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, agrees to grant the Grantee under the teres of
this Agreemen t not to exceed TWO MILLION ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY FOUR
THOUSAND ("U.S.'.') Dollars ($2,174,000) ("Grant").

The Grant may be used to finance foreign exchange costs, as defined
in Section 6.1, and the local currency costs, as defined in Section 6.2,
of goods and services required for the project.

SECTION 3.2. Grantee Resources for the Project.

(a) The Grantee agrees to provide or cause to be provided for the
project all funds, in addition to the Grant, and all other resources
required to carry out the project effectively and in a timely manner.

(b) The resources provided by the Grantea for the project will
be not less than the equivalent of NINE HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT THOUS~'nD

US Dollars ($948,000) in IT 1978 and ONE MILLION TWO HUNDRED SEVEl'ITY-TWO
THOUSAND US Dollars ($1,272,000) over the life of the project, including
cos ts borne on an "in-kind" basis.

SECTION 3.3. Project Assistance Completion Date.

(a) The "Project Assistance Completion Date" (PACD), which is
September 30, 1983, or such other date as the Parties may agree to in
writing, is the date by which the Parties estimate that all services under
the Grant will have been furnished for the proj ect as contemplated in thd.s
Agreement.
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(b) Except as A.I.D. may otherwise-agree in' writing, A.I.D. will
not issue or approve documentation which would authorize disbursement of
the Grant for services performed subsequent to the PACD or for goods
furnished for the project, as contemplated in this Agreement, subsequent
to the PACD.

(c) Requests for disburseQent, accompanied by necessary supporting
docUQentation prescribed in Project Implementation Letters, ar~ to be
received by A.I.D. or any bank described in Saction 7.1 no later than
nine (9) months following the PACD, or such other period as A.I.D. agrees
to in writing. A.I.D., giving notice in writing to the Grantee, may at
any time reduce the amount of the Grant by all or any part thereof for
which requests for disbursement, accompanied by necessary supporting
documentation prescribed in Project Implementation Letters, were not
received before the expiration of said period.

4 Conditions Precedent to Disbursement

SECTION 4.1. First Disbursement. Prior to the first disbursecent
of funds under the Grant, or to the issuance of commitment documents
with respect thereto, the Grantee shall furnish to A.I.D., in form and
substance satisfactory to A.I.D., documentary evidence of the establish­
ment of an Interagency Project Committee chaired by the Director General
of Hydrology and Energy and consisting of representatives from the Solar
Energy Laboratory, National Heteorology, the National Directorates of
Functional Literacy and Applied Linguistics (DliAFLA), Genie Rural,
Energie du Mali, Training and Rural Action (DNF1~\), and Water and Forests,
the Malian Board for Livestock and Meat (OMBEVI), the Institute of Rural
Economy (IER), USAID, and such other organizations as the chairman
belieyes will contribute to the work of the committee. The Project
Committee shall have the authority to coordinate the various aspects
of the project.

SECTION 4.2. Disbursement of Funds for Technical Services.
Prior to the disbursement of funds under the Grant for technical services
other than architectural and engineering services for the Solar Energy
Laboratory, or to the issuance of commitment documents with respect
thereto, the Grantee shall furnish to A.I.D. the following in form and
substance satisfactory to A.I.D.

(a) A request for proposals to provide such technical services; and

(b) An executed contract with a firm acceptable to A.I.D. for the
furnishing of such services.

-126-



8-6

4

SECTrON 4.3. Disbursement of Funds for Architectural and Engin­
eering Services. Prior to the disburs~ent of funds for architectural
and engineering services for the design of the Solar Energy Laboratory,
or to the issuance of cotm:dtment documents with respect thereto, the' -­
Grantee shall furnish the following to ~.r.D., in foro and substance
satisfactory to A.I.D.:

(a) Documentary evidence of the availability of a new permanent
site satisfactory to A.I.D. for the Solar EnergY·~aboratory; and

__ e ••

(b)
services.

An executed contract with a finn-acceptable to AII.D. for such

SEcrIO~ 4.4. Disbursement of Funds for Construction. Prior to
the disbursement of funds under the Grant for cor.struction services
for the solar energy laboratory facility, the Grantee shall furnish to--­
A.LD. the followin8, in form and substance satisfactory~toA.-I.D.:-----

(a) Detailed plans, specifications and bid documents for such
construction; and

(b) ~~ executed contract with a firo acceptable to A.I.D. for
the provision of such construction services.:-· - -_.-.~:-:,,~_'::'.

.;.. ......... - -
". ---_. ----

SECTIOH 4.5. Notification. When A.I.D. has determined that the
conditions precedent specified in Sections 4.1,4.2,4.·3, and 4.4 ha?e been
met, it will promptly notify the Grantee •

. SECTION 4.6. Terminal Dates for Conditions Precedent. If the
condition. specified in Section 4.1 has,'not been met within 90.days.rroi:l'
the date of this Agreement, or such later date~asA.L·-D.",;-may'agree to - ---:"':::---=-'I
in writing, A.I.D., at its optionf-may-eemio.a.te-this-Agteement;by-,-.:..-;:··-:~--i

written notice-to the -Grantee •. -- '-' -. _ .. - - .....-=.7......_,.. , - .-

, "

---_.- .- -

5 Special Covenants

SECTIOH 5.1. Project Evaluation. The Parties agree to establish
an evaluation program as part of the project. Except as the Parties
may otherwise agree in writing, a joint evaluation of project imple­
mentation shali take place every 6 months. It will: (a) evaluate
progress toward attainment of the objectives of the project; (b)
identify and evaluate problems or constraints which may inhibit such
attainment; (c) assess means of helping overcome such proble~;

and (d) evaluate, to the degree feasible, the overall development
impact of the project. '.-- ..__-:'-. =..:.: -- -"-- .- ~-=.-:.:...:.::.-

- -:-.....; -- ~. ~'.'';':' ~ - - ~- ~ - - . - --.... ----
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6 Procurement Source

5

Other Covenants. It is mutually agreed that:SECTIO:~ 5.2.

SECTION 6.2. Local Currency Cos ts~. _~~sbursements __p~rs~nt _~O_H
Section 7.2 will be used exclusively to finance-tne--costs of goods and
services required for the project having their source and, except as
A.I.D. may otherwise agree in writing, their orIgin in the Republic
of Mali. To the extent provided for.under,this--Agreement, "Local Cu'rren
may also include the provisions of local currency resources required
for the proj ect. ---- - - -- -_. -- -- ._-- -

. - -"---_. ~:.:: ~-~ --- - .-.

---

7 Disbursement

(a) The Graotee shell ensure that the solar energy laboratory,
and other agencies of the cooperating country participating in the
project, are provided with suitably qualified personnel, and budgetary
resources, in addition to the amount of this grant, required for the
effective ~l~nt3~fo~Os ~bi$ project. - -

SECTION 6.1. Foreign Exch~~ge Costs. Disbursements pursuant to
Section 7.1 will be used exclusively_ to finance .the costs of goods and
services required for the project having their source and origin in the
United States, except as A.I.D. may otherwise agree in writing, and
except as provided in the Project Grant St~ndard Provisions Annex,
Section V.l(b) with respect to marine insurance.

. - _. ....
(b) Prior to the obligation 'of funds by A.!. D. to finance goods - ­

and services for phases III and IV of the proj ect,· th'e Grantee and
A.I.D., through an independent contracto~, shall_conduct.an evaluation
of phases I and II of the project, agree to modifications of the project
that may be appropriate as a result of such evaluation, and, provided
the evaluation results are satisfactory, develop mutually agreeable
preliminary plans and cost estimates for phases III and IV of the
project. If the evaluation results are unfavorable; the -project will
not proceed to phase III or beyond unless and until corrective action
is taken. _.

SECTION 7.1. Disbursement for Foreign Exchange Costs.

(a) After satisfaction of the condition precedent to first dis­
bursement (Section 4.1.), the Grantee may obtain disburseQent of funds
,under the Grant for the Foreign Exchange Costs of goods and services
required for the Project in accordance_~ith the terms of this Agreement,
by such of the folloW'ing me thods -as maY,_be mu~u~lly _ag-reed -upon: -:-~_-

~-"- ~.'':''-''. .....:="":- - -
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(1) by subaitting to A.I.D. with necessary supporting docu­
~entation as prescribed in Project Implementation Letters, (A) requests­
forreimbursement for such goods or services, or, (D) requests for A.I.D.
to procure comcodities or services in the Grantee's behalf for the
Project; or,

(2) by requesting A.I.D. to issue Letters of Co~tment for
specified 8ti1ounts (A) to one or more U.S. banks, satisfactory to ­
A.I.D., committing A.I.D. to reimburse such bank or banks for payments
made by them to contractors or suppliers, under Letters of Credit or
otherwise, for such goods or services, or (B) directly to one or more
contractors or suppliers commdtting A.I.D. to pay such contractors or
suppliers for such goods or services.

(b) Banking charges incurred by the Grantee in connection with
Letters of Commitment and Letters of Credit vill be financed under the
Grant unless the Grantee instructs A.I.D. to the contrary. Such other
charges as the Parties may agree to may also be financed under the
Gran t. -- --

-. --- . '-...' ,'" '-~

SECTIon 7.2. Disbursement for Local Currency Costs • .;

(a) After satisfaction of the condition precedent to first dis­
bursement (Section 4.1), the Grantee cay obtain disbursements of funds
under the Grant for local currency costs required for the project in
,accordance with the terms of this Agreement, by submitting to A.I.D.,
vith necessary supporting documentation as prescribed in Project
Implementation Letters, requests to finance such costs.

(b) The local currency needed for such disbursements may be
obtained:

(1) by acquisition by A.I.D. with U.S. Dollars by purchase------·
or (2) by A.LD. (A) requesting the Grantee to make available -the .:~=_..., . --'
local currency for such costs, and (B) thereafter making available-to- -
the Grantee, through the opening 9r amendinent by A.LD. of Special ------=.--­
Letters of Credit in favor of the Grantee or its designee, an amount
of U.S. Dollars equivalent to the amount of local currency made avail-
able by the Grantee, which dollars will be utilized for procurement
fron the United States under appropriate procedures described in
Project Iaplementation Letters.

The U.S. dollar equivalent of the local currency made
available hereunder shall be, in the case of subsection (b)(l) above,
the atlount of U.S. dollars required by A.LD. to obtain the local .-­
currency, and in the case of subsection (b)(2) above, an amount-calcu-­
lated at the rate of exchange specified in the' applicable Special-:-'"=-- --- .

,,'
rio:
J\
'1,
~!
;;t

j
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To the Grantee: Ministry of Industrial Development and Tourism
Bamako. Hali

,- -.---.......-- --- . --.- --_._---_.-

USAID. American Embassy
B,P. 34 -
Bamako. Mali·

-~-~.. ~-_.:. -" .;.-~._--~

3 11iscellaneous

To A.LD.

Alternative address for cables: USAID, A:n:MBASSY. Bamako.
Any such communications may be in English or in French. If A.I.D.
cocmunicates with' the Grantee io. both English and French, the E;nglish
text is the controlling language. Other addresses may be substituted
for the above upon the giVing of notices.

SECTION 8.2. Rep'resentatives, For all purposes relevant to this
Agreement~ the Grantee .....il1 be represented by the individual holding
or acting in the 9ffice of the Minister of Industrial Development and
Tourism and A.I.D. will be represented by the individual holding or
acting in the office of the U.S.A.I.D. ~tission Director in ~~li. each
of ~om, by written notice, may designate additional representatives
for all purposes other than exercising the powers under Section 2.1.
to revise elements of the amplified description in Annex 1. The names
of the representatives of the Grantee with specimen signatures, will
be provided to A.I.D., .....hich may accept as duly authorized any
instrument signed by such representatives in icpleoentation of this
Agreement, until receipt of ..... ritten notice of revocation of their author

SECTION 8.1.-_~Cot!llIlunications •.· Any notice, request, doc~~~~, or
other communication submitted by either Party to the other under-this' -­
Agreement will. be in WTiting'orby telegrampr cable. and will be
deemed duly given ~or-seot .....hen.de-llvered to such Party at the fo'llowing-
addresses: = - ---

--- -- --_.--- .- - ..-
SECTION 7.3. Other Fores of Disbursements. Disbursements of

the Grant may also be made throush such other means as the Parties may
agree in WTiting.

SECTION 7.4. Rate of Exchange. If f":ln~s provided under,_ the_ Gran t
are introduced into the Republic of Man'-b"y -A-:-r:n. or--any 'other public
or private aeency for purposes' 'of- carrying=out~'obligations-:-of-A~I;n. -- ­
hereunder. the Grantee will 6ake such-arrangements as may be necessary­
so that such funds 'may be converted into currency of the Republic of
r~li at the hi8hest rate of exchange which, at the time the conversion
is made, is not unlawful in the Republic of Mali.

Letter of Credit Implementation Memorandum hereunder as of the date of
the opening or -acendment of the applicable Special Letter of Credit.

-130-
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; SECTlel1 u.). Con trolling Lanp.uage. This Agreelneo t is Iigo~ in
bo~h ~Glish and French. In nll matters of intercrctation coocernine
~lis h~reement. th& Cnclish text will be the cootr~llioG language.

SECTIO,~ f3.Jr.4. ,Standard Provisions "·-.Ilnex. A Standard Provisicns
Aoncx ({~ex 2)" is attached 'to and foros part of this ligre:eme.nt.

".. :1. " , .'
............. --r-.'

'. ~: ..

111 ~II!"!lESS t-mEREOF "the' Governments of thaRcpubl1c of ,z".ali and
the United States of America.' each actioct~\rough its duly authorized
reprQs~ntativ~s, have caused this AGreement to be signed in their nam~s

and 'del1vered as of the date and year first above written. ... _.. __ .
.'.. .. , ....

.' .
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Annex 1
Project 688-0217

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The goal of the project is to adapt rene~able-enersy technologies
in order to ioprove the oateri~l conditions of life in rur31?~alL More
specifically, the project will atteupt to (a)-apply·sources of renewable
energy to tasks now largely accooplished by hUcan'cuscle power~ (b) help
alleviate Mali's dependence on costly fossil fuels and firewood (with its
negative econonic and ecological consequences)" ~nd_ {c) gain a better'
understanding, based on scientific observation, of the technical, social
and economic consequences of introducinG renewable energy technologies --~

in rural Africa. . - --
- -.-

There are two purposes in this project: to select appropriate
sources and applications oflrenewable energy and develop processes for
intt'oducing renewable energy technologies i;t_ rural Africa. ~

There are two purposes in this project: to select, appropriate source
and ap?lic~tions of renewable energy and develop processes for"introducing
them in rural ~ial1an cOtimluni ties, and to develop the capacity, of Hali' s
Solar Energy Laboratory to undertake continuing research'and a~velopment - ,
that adapts renewable energy technologies for local use~=Tciward these' ­
ends, the project plans a coordinated program of institutional support,
applied research and development, surveys of village resources and needs,
and the launching of field denonstr~tions at two dozen sites. In short,
it aims to prepar~ Mali for the introduction of alternative energy tech­
nologies i~ rural areas on a wide scale.

Two types of preparation will be required. There-cust be first of
all a sus tained effort to adapt proven technologieS to,. the 11alian si tuatio
The substitution of local for ioported w.aterials in the ..fabrfcation -0£--­
various devices will be as important as making design, modifica tions ,tha t-_'
increase durability under Malian conditions~'Secondly;effortsmust
be oade to determine effective ~ays for village groups or individual
village households to take over the ownership, o!feration -and o-asic - ------ ,.
maintenance of the new devices. Both types of preparation will have
to be successfully completed for each new technolobY before it can be
distributed to villages, no t only in Hali but possibly elsewhere in the
Sahel.

The lialian organization responsible for the technical phase of the
program 1s the Solar Energy Laboratory, a Division of the Directorate
General for Hydrology and Energy, Ministry of Industrial Development
and Tourism. However, this project requires the coordination of several
Halian agencies whicb. must act in concert for the "achievement of -the-~ - -_­
project's objectives. To ensure proper cOOI:lunication ~d coord!nation,---:
a Project Committee will be officially establishe~_u~d~~the ~ha~~ship_
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of the Director General of Hydrology and Energy. The Project Committee
(with a sinsle representative from each agency, including USAID) will
meet from time to time as is necessary to review the project and resolve
any inter-agency coordination issues. The committee will be the
mechanism for making important project decisions, such as the selection
of the 20 test villages. It will also serve to insure the effective
allocation of project resources and the various technical inputs needed
at design and iInpleoentation stages. - - -- - . --

The members of the Project Committee will designate se~ior members
of their respective services to serve as day-to-day points of contact·
on project ~tters or to assume special roles set forth in the project
desien. The Institute of Rural Economy (IER) will desienate-a senior
member of its Evaluation Unit to participate in the 'design of the base­
line studies and the socio-economic studies contemplated in-Phase II
(see below). Similarly, the Meteorolosical service will assign a staff
member to participate in the design and evaluation of the village cli-
I:I3 tic studies. ._ _.--

The project is comprised of four phases: phase I(Institutional
Support and Early Starts), phase II (Village Level Surveys), phase III
(Village Level Testing), and phase IV (Evaluation). It is understood
and agreed that, prior to the initiation of phase III, an evaluation
will be conducted by a team of energy scientists and that a decision to
proceed to phase III will be subject to the mutual agreecent of both
parties that the project is ready to proceed to phase III.

PHASE I
- --_.._---=

(a) Earlv Starts
- -_.

- .-..:::'_- .,; . -- -.- .-=....:.:. --" --

In order to provide a momentum and demonstration effect for-·the ----1

program, and to gather valuable information for its- subsequent phases,--- ~ ~

four early s tarts are contemplated. Ea-ch will' consis t of small pumps
powered by arrays of photovoltaic cells. Two will.be installed in the
Dilly area (Camp lbdibo and Demba Diawara) under_the-auspices of OMBEVI,
one in Mopti, under the auspices of Genie Rural, and a fourth at the
leper rehabilitation center at Sacanko. In addition to operating and
maintaining these deVices, the sponsoring institution will also be re-
sponsible for gathering technical and socio-econo~ic data in accordance
with arrangements to be worked out between the Parties to this Agreement.

(b) Institutional Support

This element of phase I will consist of major supportoto-~,e~= ­
Solar Energy Laboratory for its applied research-and:d~velopmentprogra~•.
In addition, complementary assistance will be prOVided to the National
School of Engineering, the Ecole Normale Superieure, and the-Central ~

Veterinary Laboratory in accordance with the provisions-andfunding noted--
in the Project Agre~ent budBet.
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Annex 13

In addition to the collection of data, a crucial aspect of phase II
will be the selection of village cadres who will later assume the
responsibility for the operation'and maintenance of the device or
devices that are planned for- introduction. Selectionof'~he cadre"will
depend upon Village preferences ,. inter-action with the supervisory --- ­
survey teat:l.S, and the characteristics of the devices to be introduced.-':"-~

If, before the end of phases I and II, one or more devices should
be developed that are ready for field testing, i~ the jud30ent of the

PHASE II

Initial priorities for-the laboratory's research and develop­
ment program, as worked out in pre-proj ecf-discussions, include (a) -, ­
testing &~d 1cprove~ent of solar water heaters for urban uses and rural
institutions (dispensaries, schools,"-etc.), -(b) testing and improvements
on crop and fish dryers, (c) development of an efficient, wood-burning
stove using readily available tIIt:lterials, and· (d) development of an ,,­
efficient photovoltaic battery charger, emphasizing reliability and
ease of operation. Other priorities may be-added to the list- in -the ­
course of phase II, as the laboratory has the absorptive capacity to
take them on. .. -----

The second phase, of one year to eighteen months in duration (1n­
cluding a preparatory period), will begin six months from the initiation
of phase I and will involve a coordinated activity planned by the
Institute of Rural EconoQY with participation by other governcent
agencies represented on the Project Committee. During phase II,
meteorological and socio-economic studies will be undertaken at 25
villages determined (by the Project Committee) to have potential for
experimentation with various devices using alternative energy sources.
The studies \1'ill be pla.n.~ed by the-lER.,,"a.n -berican- sociaJ.--sc1enti~it--- ,_.
(prOVided by the proj ect) ,- and -an -engineero'designa ted by'-th"e -laboratorj-'­
who will be its liaison for the field studies. --In1.tiation oC'the
studies will be preceded by a training program for the enumerators
(~o to each village) and for the four mid-level supervisory teams,
each of which will cover a specific geographic zone and periodically
visit six or so designated villages in ~ts zone. These teams will
include a Malian supervisor and a Peace Corps volunteer (or u.s.
resear~~er), both appropriately trained in survey techniques.

Support for the equipoent and facilities of the Solar Energy
Laboratory, as noted in the budGet, is aimed at L~itiating a prograc
of applied research for perfectinB the adaptation of certain alterna­
tive energy technolosies for use in ~~li. This program will be started
imcediately upon satisfaction of the Conditions Precedent to First
Disbursement of this Project Agreement and priority will be given to
the procurement of the initial order of machine tools and scientific
equipcent, the early start solar pumps (I (a) above)~~~~d vehicles.:-=.,
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Project Co~ttee, they may be insta~led and tested in the
field provided the Project Committee is persuaded that a suitable site
or sites have been found, that adequate operational and superviaoty
staff are available to monitor the devices and that the Solar Energy
Laboratory or another app=opriate G~~ org3nization can provide the
necessary technical support.

The major outputs from phase II will be village-level reports
indicating (a) basic socio-economic base line data, (b) local energy
sources available (wind, solar, biomass, etc.), (c) village preferences
on tasks for which alternative energy will be used, (d) present or
potential villaga capacity to operate and oaintaio energy ~evices, and
(e) selection of village cadres. At the end of phase II, 20 of the most
proc1sing of the 25 villages surveyed will be selected by the Project
Cocmittee for the introduction of energy devices (phase III).

Prior to the initiation of phase III, a rigorous independent review
and evaluation of the applications and development work of the laboratory
will be held by a team of three energy scientists. The review will focus
on whether the measuring, testing, and modification work at the laboratory
on the priority energy devices has re3ched a point to assure confidence,
that·the devices developed can be tested effectively in the field and
that the technical support for field testing will be adequate.

If the review is predominantly negative or mixed, the project will
not proceed further until appropriate modifications are made and
completed.

PHASE III

During phase III, which will last up to three years, several differ-
·ent devices and applications will be tested in the selected villages.
Perfo~ance will be watched with some care, and the social and economic
changes that result from the introduction of the new technology will be
observed and recorded. The Solar Energy Laboratory, which will have
devoted itself in the second phase to preparing devices for village
testing, will continue to make adjustments in the light of experience
gained during phase III.

Implementation of phase III will be carried out by the village
cadres selected during phase 11 and backstopped technically by the Solar
Energy Laboratory. In addition, the data-gathering network, established
during phase II, ~ll also continue to function, includicg the observation
and recording of socio-economic data at the Village level, and continued
periodic visits by the supervisory teams. This work will be reinforced
by the continued zuidance and consultant services provided by the IER,
a U.S. energy consultant and the social sci~ntist consult~nt.
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PHASE IV

4. How do the costs per unit of output compare with other sources
of energy that could be used in the same setting?

2. ~~at will be the icpact of the new technology on income levels,
income distribution and social welfare in the cocmunity? vfuo
benefits the most? the least? not at all?

1. ~~ich technologies are most suitable for local operation and
maintenance and, in each case. how shoul~ local control be
organized?

5. Are the technologies culturally and socially acceptable to
those who use them or do they require changes in habits that·
are considered unacceptable?

The fourth phase of about six months will be devoted to a detailed
analysis and evaluation of the experiments. Base-line data collected
during phase II before the devices were introduced will be compared
with data collected after more than two years of use of the n~w tech­
nology. The evaluation will attempt to dete~ine whether the project
has provided answers to the following questions: .

The evaluation will take place under the joint direction of the
IER, the Solar Energy Laboratory and USAID and will include the outside
consultants who had been involved since the. beginning,the ItR evalu- ~.

ation unit, supervisory personnel~""'"DNAFLA,··<:md such others as may be'::':-':
useful in the light of the situation at the time. A six-month effort
to compare the village sites before and after the tests, with full

-exploration of the performance of the devices, the villagers' adapta-
. tion to them, and ~~e socio-economic changes induced, will be required.

An evaluation report will be printed and distributed.
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I N PUT S

1. Technics:" Assistance

A. Energy g~ieuti9t (2 yrs)
B. Short-term consu1t3nts
C. Evaluation

Sub-Total

II. Training

A. U. S.
ll. In-country

Sub-Total

III. Conmoditf.es

FY 1978 Funding
AID GRH

250,000
100,000
105,000

455,000

16,000
10,000

26,000

Future Year Funding
AID GRH

105,000
82,000

107,000

71 ,000
10,000

81,000

Total FundluK
AID GRM

250,000
205.000
lU7,OOO

642,000

87.000
20,000

107,000

-,.l
~

"f
A. Vehic1eo
B. Energy pquipuent

Sub-total

102,000
534,860

636,860

778,OOo!/

773,000

687,000

607,000

102,000
1,221,860 773.000

1,323,860 770.000

I~. Other C06ts

A. co~sirJction 350,000 .., 89 , OOo!/ -, I" -, 350.000 39,000

B • .:>peratin3 eJqenses' I 363,900'~ 81,000. Yn;ooo" .;3214,000 951,.900 405.000

C. Continger,:ieE 342,240'! - 330,000 1 ': - 722,240

I' ;' Sub-1ota1 . 1,056,140! 170,000 971,000 i 324,'000 2,027,140 1,94,000
______________• J ~

~

~

_

, ' . 1 I , '

TOTAL I, ' 2,1~4,000 I! 940,000 1,926~000 i, ;324,000 4,100,000 1,272,000

I

..tLE9,\lipl~lent exiatinB at Solar Energy Laboratory
.. -- _. "."'-' '.''',. ---"-·,~-·-·-~··...~·--·'''-::!-c ...'o''l'~lY,lL~J...a.k_9Lat2.a -_---



Defitlitions: As used in this Annex, the "Agreement tl refers to the
Project Grant Agreement to which this Annex is attached and of which
this Annex forms a part. Terms used in this Annex have the same
meatlitlg or reference as ,in the Agreement.

I.

Article A: Project Implementation Letters
\

To assist Grantee in the implementatiotl of the Project, A.I.D., from
time to time, will issue Project Implementation Letters that will
furnish additional information about matters stated in this Agreemetlt.
The parties may also use jointly agreed-uponProject Implemetltation
Letters to confirm and record their mutual understanding on aspects .
of the implementatiotl of this Agr8~ent. Project Implementation
Letters will not be used to amend the text of the Agreement, but can
be used to record revisions or exceptions which are permitted by the
Agreement, including the revision of elements of the amplified
description of the Project itl Annex 1.

.-----=- .
\

\
STANDARD PROVISIONS

B..17 -_...

ANNEX 2

Article B: General Covenants '.

~- _.._--------------------------------.

I

SECTION B.J. Consultation. The Parties will cooperate to assure
that the purpose of this Agreement will be accomplished. To this end,
the Parties, at the request of either, will exchange views on the
progress of the Project, the performance of obligations under this
Agreement, the performance of any consultants, contractors, or
suppliers engaged on the Project, and other matters relating to the
Project. ~

SECTION B.Z. Execution of Project. The Grantee will:

(a) carry out the Project or cause it to be carried out with
due d~ligence and efficiency, in conformity with sound technical,
financial, and management practices, and in conformity with those
documents, plans, specifications, contracts, schedules vr other
arrangements, and with any modifications therein, approved by A.I.D.
pursuant to this Agreement; and \

(b) provide qualified and experienced management for, and
train such staff as may be appropriate for the maintenance and
operation of the Project, and, as applicable for continuing
activities, cause the Project to be operated and maintained in such
manner as to assure the continuing and successful achievement of
the purposes of the Project. .

\.,
'"
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Article B: G~neral Covenants (Continued)

SECTION B.3. Utilization of Goods and Services.

(a) . Any resources financed under the Grant will, unless other­
wise agt~ed in writing by A.I.D., be devoted to the Project'until -~ ­
the completion of the Project, and thereafter will be used 10 as to
further the objectives sought in carrying out the Project. --. -,

(b) Goods or services financed under the Grant, except as
A.I.D. may otherwise agree in WTiting, will not be used to promote ­
or assist a foroign aid project or activity associated with or-­
f~nanced by a country not included in Code 935 of the A.I.D. beo­
graphic Code Book as in effect at the time of such use.

SECTION B~4. Taxation.

(a) This Agreement and the Grant will be free f~om any taxation
or fees ~osed under laws in effect in the territory of the Grantee,

(b) To the extent that (J) any contractor, including any con­
sulting firm, any personnel of such contractor financed under the
Grant, and any property or transaction relating to such -contracts
and (2) any co~odity procurement transaction financed under the
Grant, are not exenpt from identifiable taxes, tariffs, duties or
other levies i~os~d under laws in effect in the territory of the
Grantee, the Grantee will, as and to the extent provided in and
pursuant to Project Iaplementation Letters, payor reimburse tbe- .. --
s3IlIe with f~,mds other than those provided under the Grant. - --=-=--,- -- -.-:-----.

~_~ ....__==. "_',_0~ ~ _

SECTION B.S. Reports, Records, Inspections, Audit.'~7The'Grantee will:--
(a) furnish A.I.D. such information and reports relating to

the Project and to this Agreement as A.I.D. may reasonably requeatJ

(b) maintain or cause to be maintained, in accordance with
generally accepted accounting p~inciples and practices consistently
applied, books and records<relating to the Project and to this
Agre~ent, adequate to show, without limitation, the receipt and
use of go013 and services acquired under the Grant. Such books
and records .il1 be audited regularly, in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards, and maintained for three years after
the date of last disbursement by A.I.D.; such books and records will ­
also be adequate to show the nature and extent of solicitations of
prospective s~pliers of goods and services acquired, the basis of
award of c~ntract3 a~d orders, and the overall progress of the - ~~­
Project towa=d ~o~pletion; and
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Article C: Procurement Provisions

Comoleteness of Information. The GrantQe confirms:,SECTION B.6.

SECTION C.I. Special Rules.

(a) that the factB and circumstances of which it has informed ­
A.I.D., or cause A.I.D. to be informed, in the course of reaching
agreement with A.I.D. on the Grant, are accurate and eomplete, and
include all facts and circumstances that might materially affect
the Project and the discharge of responsibilities under this
Agreement; - ---

(c) afford authorized representatives of a Party the opportunity
at all reasonable times to inspect the Project. the utilization of
goods and services financed by such Party, and books. records. and
other documents relating to the Project and the Grant.

- 3 -
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Article B: General Covenants (Continued)

(a) The source and origin of ocean and air shipping will be
deemed to be the ocean vessel's or aircraft's country of registry
at the time of sbipment.

(b) Premiums for marine insurance placed in the te~ritory of
the Grantee will be deemed an.. eligible Foreign Exchange Cost, if
otherwise eligible under Section C.7 (a). '_ __

(c) Any eotor vehicles financed under the Grane will be of
United States manufacture, except as ~I&D. cay otherwise agree
in .....-riting.

(b) that it will inform A.I.D. in timely fashion of any sub­
sequent facts and circumstances that might materially affect, or
that it is reasonable to believe might so affect, the Project or
the discharge of responsibilities under this Agreeme~t.

SECTION B.7. Other Payments. -Grante-e- affirms-- that DO paj-ments
have been\or will be received by any official of the Grantee in
connection with the procur~ent of goods or services financed under
the Grant, except fees, taxes, or similar p~ts legally established
in the country of the Grantee.

SECTION B.S. Information and Marking. The Grantee will give
appropriate publidty • to·-tbe~~~t: and the Project as a program to
which the United States has contributed;-"-idetitify 'the Project ~ site, -- - ­
and mark goods financed by A. 1.D., as de·scribed iil-:PiOJ ict tmPle';
mentation Letters.
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Article C: Procurement Provisions (Continued).
(d) Transportation by air, financed under the Grant t of property

or persons, will be on carriers holding United States certification,
to the extent service by such carriers is available. Details on this
requirecent will be described in a Project Imple~ntation Letter.

SECTION C.2. Eli~ibility Date •. No goods or services may be
financed under the Grant which are procured pursuant to orders or
contracts firmly placed or entered into prior to the date of this
Agreement, except as the Parties may otherwise agree in writing.

SECTION C.3. Plans, Specifications, and Contracts. In order
for there to be mutual agree~ent cn the following matters, and except
as the Parties may ot~erwise agree in writing: ,

(a) The Grantee ~ll furnish to A.I.D. upon preparation,

(1) any plans, specifications, procurement or construction
schedules, contracts, or other documentation relatin~ to goods or
services to be financed under the Grant, including docu~ntation

relating to the prequalification and selection of contractors and to
the solicitation of bids and proposals. Material modifications in
such documentation will likewise by furnished A.I.D. on preparation;

(2) such documentation will also be furnished to A.I.D.,
upon preparation, relating to any goods or'services, which, though
not financed under the Grant, are deemed by A.I.D. to be of major
importance to the Project. Aspects of the Project involving matters
under this subsection (a)(2) will be identified in Project Imple­
mentation tetters;

(b) Documents related to the prequalification of contractors,
and to the solicitation of bids or proposals for goods and services
financed under the Grant' will be approved by A.I.D. in writing prior
to their issuance, and their teres will include United States
standards and measurements;

(c) Contracts and contractors financed under the Grant for
engineering and other professional services, for construction serv­
ices, and for such other services, equipment or materials as may be
specified in Project Implementation Letters, will be approved by
A.I.D. in writing prior to execution of the contract. Material
modifications in such contracts will also be approved in writing
by A.I.D. prior to execution; and
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Article C: Procurement Provlsions (Continued)
... _:=: i .•

(d) Consulting firms used by the Grantee for the Project but
not financed under the Grant, the scope of their services and such
of their personnel assip,nedto-the Project as A.LD. may specify,
and construction contractors used by the Grantee for the Project but
not financed under the Grant, shall be acceptable to A.I.D.-

, .
, SECTION C.4. Reasonable Price. No more than reasonabla prices

will be paid for any goods "o-i services financed, in 'Whole or in part,
under the Grant. Such items 'Will be procured on a fair and, to the
maximum extent' practicable, on a competitive basis.

SECTION C. 5. Notification to Potential Suppliers. To permit··,
all United States ~irms to" have the opportun1t:Yto p~icipate in
fUTUishing goods anc services to be financed under the Grant, the
Grantee 'Will furnish A.I.D. such information with regard thereto,
and at such times, as A.I.D. may request in Project ~plementation

Letters. '

SECTION C.6. Shipping.

(a) Goods which are to be transported to. the territory of the
Grantee may not be financed under the Grant if transported either:
(I) on an ocean vessel or aircraft under the flag of a country which.
is ~ot included in A.I.D. Geographic Code 935 as in effect at the
time of shipment, or (2) on an ocean vessel 'Which A.I.D., by written
notice,to the Grantee has designated as ineligible; or (3) under an
ocean or air charter which has not~received.prior A. I. D.- approval. - - ---

.
(b) Costs of ocean or air transportation (9f goods or persons)

and related delivery services may not be financed under the Grant,
if such goods or persons are carried: (1) on 'an ocean vessel under
the flag of a country not, at the time of shipment, identified
under the paragraph of the Agreement entitled "Procurement Source:
Foreign Exchange Costs," without prior written A.LD. approval; or
i2) on an ocean vessel which A.I.D., by written notice to the
Grantee, has designated as ineligible; or (3) under an ocean vessel
or air charter which has not received prior A.I.D. approval.

(c) Unless A.I.D. determines that privately owned United States­
flag commercial ocean vessels are not available at fair and reason­
able rates for such vessels, (1) at least fifty percent (50%)
of the gross tonnage of all goods .(computed separately for dry bulk
carriers, dry cargo liners and tankers) financed by A.I.D. 'Which
may be transported on ocean vessels will be transported on
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Article C: ~rocure~ent Provisions (Continued)

privately owned United States-flae comcercial vessels, and (2) at
least fifty percent (50%) of the gross freight revenue generated by
all shipments financed by A.I.D. and transported to the territory of
the Grantee on dry cargo liners shall be paid to or for the benefit
of privately owned United States-flag cotrmercial vessels. Compliance
with the requirements of (I) and (2) of this subsection must be
achieved with respect to both any cargo transported from U.S. ports
and any cargo transported frOM non-U.S. ports, computed separately.

SECTION C.7. Insurance.

(a) t-iarine insurance on ~oods financed by A~ I.D. which are to
be transported to the territory of the Grantee may be financed as a
Foreign_Exchange Cost under this Agreement provided (1) such
insurance is placed at the lowest available competitive rate, and
(2) claims thereunder are payable in the currency in which such
goods were financed or in any freely convertible currency. If the
Grantee (or government of Grantee), by statute, decree, rule,
regulation, or practice discriminates with respect to A.I.D.- •
financed procurement against any marine insurance company authorized
to do business in any State of the United States, then all goods
shipped to the territory of the Grantee financed by A.I.D. hereunder
will be insured against marine risks and such insurance will be
placed in the United States with a company or companies authorized
to do a carine insurance business in a State of the United States.

(b) Except as A.I.D. may otherwise agree in writing, the
Grantee will insure, or cause to be insured, goods financed under
the Grant imported for the Proj ect against risks: incident: to:- theii":
transit to the point of their use in the Project; such insurance
will be issued on terms and conditions consistent with sound com­
mercial practice and will insure the full value of the goods. Any

- indemnification received by the Grantee under such insurance will
be used to replace or repair any material damage or any loss of the
goods insured or will be used to reimburse the Grantee for the
replacement or repair of such goods, Any such replacements will be

- of source and origin of countries listed in A.I.D. Geographic Code
935 as in effect at the time of replacement, and, ,except as the
Parties may agree in writing, will be otherwise subject to the

. provisions of the Agreement.

SECTION C.8. U.S. Government-Qwned Excess Prooer1Y. The Grantee
ap,rees that wherever precticable, United States Governdent-Qwned
excess personal property, in lieu of new items financed under the Grant,
should be utilized. Funds under the Grant nay be used to finance the
costs of obtaining such property for the Project.
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Article D: Termination; Remedies

SECTION D.l. Teroination. Either Party may terminate this Asree­
cent by giving the other Party 30 days written notice. Termination of
this Agreeoent will teroinate any obligations of the Parties to provide
financial or other resources to the Project pursuant to this Agreecent,
except for paycent which they are committed to make pursuant to noncan­
cellable cocmitments entered into with third parties prior to the
termination of this Agreement. In addition, upon such teroination
A.I.D. may, at A.I.D.'s expense, direct that title to goods financed
under the Grant be transferred to A.I.D. if the goods are from a source
outside Grant~e's country, are in a deliverable state and have not been
offloaded in ports of entry of Grantee's country.

SECTION D.2. Refunds.

(a) In the case of any disbursement which is not supported by
valid documentation in accordance with this Agree~nt, or which is not
made or used in accordance with this Agreement, or which was for goods
or services not used in accordance with this Agreement, A.I.D., not­
withstanding the availability or exercise of any other remedies under.
this Agreement, may require the Grantee to refund the amount of such
disbursement in O.S. Dollars to A.I.D. within sixty (60) days after
receipt of a request therefor. .

(b) If the failure of Grantee to comply with any of its obliga­
tions under this· Agreement has the result that goods or services
financed under the Grant are not used effectively in accordance with
this Agreement, A.I.D. may require the Grantee to refund all or any
part of the amount of the disbursecents under this Agreeoent for such
goods or services in u.s. Dollars to A.I.D. within sixty days after
receipt of a request therefor.

(c) The right under subsection (a) or (b) to require a refund of
a disbursement will continue, notwithstanding any other provision of
this Agreement, for three years froc the date of the last disbursement
under this Agreement.

(d) (1) Any refund under subsection (a) or (b), or (2) any
refund to A.I.D. from a contractor, supplier, bank or other third
party with respect to goods or services financed under the Grant,

. which refund relates to an unreasonable price for or erroneous invoicing.
of goods or services, or to goods that did oot conform to specifications,
or to services that were inadequate, will (A) be made available first
for the cost of goods and services required for the Project, to the
extent justified, and (B) the remainder, if any, will be applied to
reduce the amount of the Grant.
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Article D: Tercination; Re~edies (Continued)

(e) Any interest or other earnings on GraDt funds disbursed by
A.I.D. to the Grantee under this Agreement prior to the authorized
use of such funds for the Project ~ill be returned to A.I.D. in U.S.
Dollars by the Grantee.

SECTION D.3. Nonwaiver of Remedies. No delay in exercls~ng any
right or remedy accruing to a Party in connection with its financing
under this Agree~ent will be construed as a waiver of such right or
remedy.

SECTION 0.4. Assignment. The Grantee agrees to execute in
WTiting, upon request, an assignment to A.I.D. of any cause of action
in connection with or arising out of the contractual performance or
breach of performance by one Party or another to a contract financed
in whole or in part in u.S. Dollars by A.I.D. under this Agreement.
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Annex C
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STATEMENT OF WORK

A. OBJECTIVE

1. The contractor will provide an energy management expert who will
serve as leader of a team which will evaluate the Mali Renewable Energy
Development project (688-0217). The other team members are:

U.S. Energy Specialist (REDSO/WA)
U.S. Social Scientist (REDSO/WA)
African Energy Expert

2. In examining experience with this project to date, the team will,
where possible, make (1) observations, (2) draw conclusions, and
(3) guidance, which may be applicable elsewhere for improving program per­
formance, sharpening AlDIs approach and selecting the most promising tech­
nologies that hold potential for widespread replication and maximum devel­
opment impact.

B. SCOPE OF WORK

1. The evaluation will be primarily an in-depth assessment of the
technical work of the Solar Energy Laboratory in developing, testing and
modifying for village use the technologies which are to be deployed for
field testing. The evaluation will include:

a. a careful review of records kept by the lab on tests it will have
performed on each device;

b. the device's cost and performance characteristics under given
conditions;

c. input and output records;

d. an examination of the physical equipment to assess whether it is
functioning properly, whether it is receiving proper care and
maintenance, whether it is being used in a cost effective manner,
i.e., the amount of use that justifies the investment and whether lab
personnel understand its operation and are effectively using it.

e. an assessment of whether the results of tests, insolation and
weather data are (a) being properly recorded, (b) reduced and
analyzed and (c) compared to theoretical models;

f. an examination of the (a) effectiveness of the technical assistance
supplied to the lab and (b) an assessment of the lab personnel's
ability to carryon the work without a visiting engineer/scientist
in residence;
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g: an examination of the effectiveness of the lab management (a) in
the technical program, (b) in outlining goals and paths to reach
them t (c) in communication with lab personnel, (d) in utilizing
personnel and (e) in collaborating and coordinating with other
organizations working on renewable energy and with the survey organ­
ization;

h. an examination of the lab's (a) commitment to the surveYt
(b) liaison with the survey organization t (c) technical contribu­
tion to the survey and (d) its use of the survey data;

i. given available survey data t assess the relevance of the lab R&D
work to the rural village needs.

2. When assessing the technical program, the evaluation team should
consider the degree to which the Phase I tasks have been accomplished.
These include.

a. installation and operation of (1) insolation t (2) temperature
and (3) wind measurin~ equipment;

b. performed quantitative performance tests on the lab's present hot
water heater;

c. improvement of the construction of the hot water heater;

d. performed quantitative performance tests on the lab's prototype
crop/fish dryer;

e. improvement of the construction of the crop/fish dryer;

f. development of an efficient wood-burning stove using readily
available materials;

g. development of a photovoltaic battery charger t emphasizing relia-
bility and ease of operation;

h. installation of the early start solar pumps;

i. training of two engineers in the U.S., and

j. construction of about 12 prototypes for installation in villages.

3. The evaluation team t especially the management expert t will also
be called upon to assess:

a. the long term viability of the lab in relation to CEAO/CRES and
other donor activity;

b. the ability or potential for the lab to become partially or wholly
economically and financially self supporting; and

c. the structures and organizations that have been created to assure
coordination, collaboration and planning.
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C. REQUIRED REPORTS

The team leader will coordinate the reports of other team members
and, based upon his own management report and those of the others, prepare
the overall evaluation, summary and report.

A draft report will be submitted in English in 3 copies to USAID/Mali
by May 14, 1982 with 2 copies submitted to AFR/DR/SDP/W shortly thereafter.

A final report will be submitted in English and French (25 copies each)
to USAID/Mali (15 copies) and AFR/DR/AID/W (10 copies by June 11, 19821.
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Questionnaire Forms for Socia-Economic Survey
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Annex E
E-l

Renewable Energy Product Development
··A Comparison of Government and Private Enterprise Procedures

The principal purpose of the midpoint evaluation of Mali's renewable
energy project was to determine whether the objectives of the first two
phases of the project has been achieved as called for in the project
design. Except for the sections "Lessons Learned" and "0vera ll Validity
of Project Design ll in Appendix A, there was little emphasis on evaluating
the project design, on assessing, in retrospect, whether the project's
means are well suited to the project's end, and if not, to recommend
changes in the project design.

The purposes of the Mali Renewahle Energy Project were to improve
village life by substituting renewable energy for human energy and to
reduce Mali's dependancy on fossil fuels along with the consequent drain
on bard currency. The principal means was to build and equip a national
laboratory for renewable energy that would develop and test products
responsive to villagers' perceptions of their energy needs.

In the four years since the project was designed, there has been
some rethinking world-wide about the prospects for renewable energy in
developing countries, the best means to foster it and the likelihood
of a slower pace of its adoption. Some of these changes, noted below, could
raise questions about the wisdom of promoting renewable energy, principally
by means of a national laboratory.

Some recent conclusions about renewable ener~y in developing countries:

• The introduction of renewable energy in developing countries
should be preceded by successful reseafch, development and
demonstration in industrial countries. (See the references and
notes' section at the end of this appendix.)

• The economic attractiveness of renewables has not yet been oroven
on a large scale by the practical test of market acceptance. 1 The
emphasis on supply has not been matched by creation of demand.

• Improved woodstoves, for example, only marginally get at the ~roblem

of deforestation. Also needed is creation of incentives for reduced
consumption and increased supply.2 The commercialization of firewood
is creating an incentive, and market ~rojections, a program of loan
guarantee or subsidy and help with enterprise develooment might
increase the rate at which entrepreneurs invest in wood lots near
cities and towns .

• It is not pri mi ti ve vi 11 ages that offer the best potenti a1 for re­
newable energy use but rather the sectors of an e§onomy already in
transition from subsistance to income production; the sector that has
begun to consume and pay for kerosene, gasoline or diesel fuel;
where there is some mechanized agriculture, water pumping, food
processing, workshop enterprises and services; and where servings
are looked for.
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• The pace of adoption of renewable energies is likely to be slower
than anticipated; a slower rate of reduction than predicted in the
cost of photovoltaic cells would be one cause. Hence, the return
on an investment in a national laboratory for renewable energy
will be delayed, and the time that a lab will constitute a drain
on a nation's economy will' be prolonged.

Given the above, the renewable energy project design might be changed
so that the Malian government would give greater emphasis to the following:

1. Use the Lab, perhaps in collaboration with another agency of
the Ministry of Industry and Tourism, to encourage and support
the development of Malian enterprises in the field of renewable
energy. With USAID support over the next two years, provide good
officers· to entrepreneurs in securing assistance from private,
national and international assistance agencies for capital
formation, product design and manufacturing business management,
and market development.

2. Over the next two years, take steps to reduce the net cost to
to the Malian government of operating the Lab. This would include
greater emphasis on creating income and, as noted below, on
reduction of operating costs and on research and product
development for which there is a new term market.

3. Develop criteria for the Lab's research and project development
agenda that include the following:

- concrete evidence of a market for the product if it performs
to design specifications and can be offered to the user at
the anticipated price. This criterion would complement rather
than substitute for the project's original criterion for
establishing the Lab's research and development priorities. 4

- reason to believe that manufacture, distribution and field
maintenance will be self-supporting, perhaps after a brief
period of subsidization.

- assurance that comparable research and development work has
not been carried out nor is being conducted elsewhere.

- or, if the above criteria cannot be met, the Lab might still
undertake the project if it receives a contract that provides
compensation for its work or if, for other good reasons, the
Lab's director waives the criteria suggested above.
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In the analysis that follows, a comparison is made of typical
procedures for the development of renewable energy products by a govern­
ment agency and by a private enterprise. The purpose of this comparison
is not to disparage what has been done; Mali IS Lab should soon be
functioning as intende~. Rather, the comparison is intended to give
support to the argument that the Lab, in the second half of the project,
should become a means for enterprise development, not a substitute for it.

The argument is limited to small enterprises. It does not consider
national benefits that may derive from government participation--as in
Japan--to reduce the risks of large-scale, long-term investment in high
tech development e.g., aircraft or computer manufacture.
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Renewable Energy Product Development.
A comparison of government and Private Enterprise Procedures.

GOVERNMENTAL
PROCEDURE

To serve a need, national or
local

ENTREPRENEURIAL
PROCEDURE

MOTIVATION

To make a profit for personal gain

STARTING STIMULUS
Jt

Economic ~rgency (baiance of
payments, etc.), altruistic
obligations, or political
pressures

Ami~ister, sub-minister, or
appointee

Seeing an opportunity to sell
something at a profit

KEY PERSON(S)

A private individual, a small group
of friends or business assQciates

FIRST STEPS .

Issue a directive or pass legisla­
lation
Provide capital for anticipated
needs by government appropriation
or through negotiation of a grant
from a national, international or
private donor agency. If the latter,
develop a project plan consistent
with the current priorities and
procedures of the donor agency
Form a board of directors gene-
rally from other government
agencies
Hire director with political con­
nections or agency experience
Provide offices, furniture and
fixtures, typewriters, copy
machines, etc. of appropriate pres­
tige.
Hire administrative personnel
(generally from within government
agencies or political appointees);
hire secretaries, clerks, drivers,
etc.

-177-

Design the product (improve
existing designs where possible) with
expectation of later refinement as
tests and manufacturing methods
indicate.

Estimate initial and long term sales;
costs and methods of manufacture,dis­
tribution, and promotion; capital
needs
Look for sources of manufacture,
farming out as much as possible except
for processes that require lit~le

capital investment - e.g. assembly.
Look for sources of capital
Form a company of the kind necessary
to get capital
Pass inspection by the lending or
investing agency or individuals:
judgment that the concept is sound, the
product has potential, the principals
are competent
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NEXT STEPS

E-5

Rent cheap office space, assembly and
storage space
Start manufacture
Buy used desks and a typewriter, pay
secretarial help by the hour, get
copying work done outside, get expert
help - engineering, accounting, etc.
part time, generally from moon-lighte
(people with other jobs who will work
at night)

. Set up a sales and service organizatio
generally through manufacturers' agent
or distrioutors who handle similar
prOdlJcts
Train and attempt to motivate the sale
ag~nts. ,Provide sales aids and, when
prlate, as much advertising as can be
afforded
Make design changes as indicated by
a) field experience: breakdowns,
maintenance problems, customer and dis
outor reactions and b) a cost reductio
program

Exp~nd facili~ies, order manufacturing
equlpment as lt becomes more economical
to manufacture in-house than to farm a
Hire some skilled workers; train other
on the job
Hi~e a secretary, buy a decent type­
wrlter, maybe a copy machine
Replace sales agents and distributors
who are not producing
Plow.profits back into the company,
contlnue to expand sales, develop othe
products, increase salaries or go out
of business
:~ayb~ buy a cUllllJany ca r

Order vehicles having an appro­
priate ,level of prestige

Publish administrative procedures

Design a field survey to assess
perceived needs; prepare interview
forms to determine present energy
co~sumption, product preferences,
malntenance capabilities, etc.
Make arrangements with other
government agencies to conduct the
survey and analyze data' ~

Design and construct an energy ,
laboratory. Order manufacturing ~
and test equipment: machine tools,
data collecting and recording
apparatus, etc.
Arrange for training of personnel
on site and abroad
Hi re cons ultants
Install and become familiar ~rith

test apparatus and manufacturfng
equipment . ..

"Begi n ,. des; gn and test 'of apparatus
expected to be given higher
renewable energy priority by the
field survey
Begin field test of initial
apparatus
Begin cost analyses of products
under test or development
Begin analysis of field survey
data
Make preliminary cost-benefit
analyses, both financial (to the
user) and economic (to the nation) ,
Establish priorities for product
development on the basis of the
field survey needs analyses and
the cost-benefit analyses
Narrow the variety of products
under test or development



£-6

Manufatture enough prototypes for
field test
Install (generally with the help of
other government agencies) the proto­
types in sites which, from the field
survey, have need and interest

~

Monitor field performance; report on
use, maintenance, and user reactions,
Modify product design based upon field
experi ence
Estimate what people will,'pay for
initial purchase and maintenance :
With the help of other agencies, J/'
develop a plan for distribution and
maintenance
Apply for another appropriation or
grant

Note: The above analysis draws upon personal experience in starting small
companies and from observations of government procedures in the U.S. and
abroad. It does not deal with the most common problems v/ith each procedure.
Private firms go out of business because they price too low, their product
doesn't work well or costs too much, their customers pay slowly or not at
all, and for other kinds of bad management. - -

Government operations seldom work as intended. Advisory boards seldom
meet and are rarely useful. Bickering develops bebJeen rival agencies,
equipment purchases are excessive or inappropriate to manufacturing needs,
vehicles break down and work stops.

Vehicles point up the basic difference in thinking. Example: A
Government agency conducted survey of, renewable energy needs and usage stopped
for several months in a remote town because the agency's four-wheel drive
Land Rover broke down and there were no local parts or repair facilities.
Salaries accrued. The overhead continued but not the survey. Yet each
day people went to and from the town by Peugot bush taxi, inconveniently and
perhaps a day or two late in the rainy season, but not months late. In a
government agency it was understandable. In a private enterprise the person
would get there or be out of a job.

- There is, in the foregoing comparison of government and private sector
procedures, no indication of a time frame but, after four years, a ,govern­
ment program, on which this analysis is partially based, is about two thirds
through the process and is awaiting extension of the grant. Most small
private enterprises, after two or three years, would be at least breaking
even or would have folded.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES:

1 G. Foley, liThe Future of Renewable Energy in Developing Countries,1I
AMB 10 10 (5), 1981.

2 G. De Lepe1eire, et.a1, "A Woodstove Compendium,1I (Report for
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4 The original project design called for setting research and developmen
priorittes based upon a socio-economic survey of energy consumption and
need in representative villages. The Lab was to test or develop products
that addressed these needs, place them in some of the villages, and report
on their performance and maintenance as a guide to further research or
development. The market place method, by contrast, says guide research
and product development by what people will presently buy and maintain at
their own cost. The two methods can lead to differing conclusions as
can be illustrated by the examples of solar water heaters and bio-gas
digesters.

The Lab's studies on both products confirm the findings of tests
made elsewhere that the cost per unit of energy generated compares favorably
with more conventional means. The renewable energy project evaluation report,
therefore, recommended further development of solar water heaters for
urban use and that work on bio-digesters proceed.

But there does not appear to be an existing market for either product.
The Lab produced some 250 hot water heaters, about half of which are
still on hand three years later. There is a mix of reasons, one of which
is that the city water pressure in Bamako is frequently too low to deliver
water to a solar unit on the roof but enough to get it to an electric heater
on the ground floor. The evaluation report also recommends that after-
sale service of solar water heaters be improved but gives neither justifi­
cation for assigning this priority nor indication of where funds would come
from.

Similarly for bio-digesters, the feasibility analysis based on Lab
data does not take into account the cost of distribution of energy in bio­
gas form. While analyses of this kind can be improved, a quick survey
of the market place is likely to help in avoiding some misguided efforts
and in calling attention to the possibility of long term costs of subsidy
for products that people are not ready to buy. This is not to say that a
government will not make such decisions--particu1ar1y in the fields of
health, water supply, communications or illumination--but only to say that
the costs of such decisions should be estimated as soon as is possible.
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