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Botswana, A f r i c a  
March 13 - March 21 , 1981 

Glen J. Vollmar (Nebraska) and J e r r y  Eas t i n  (Nebraska) 

T r i p  Purpose: The main purpose of the t r i p  was t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  
OAU/STRC JP 31 SAFGRAD Workshop on sorghum and m i l l e t ,  Gaborone, 
Botswana, March 16-18, 1981. . 

The Sorqhum - M i l l e t  Workshop. The workshop was i n  French and Eng l i sh  
and consis ted i n  formal research  paper p resenta t ions  and d i scuss ion  
by the s c i e n t i s t s .  A copy of the l i s t  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  at tached.  
The s c i e n t i s t s  repor ted on research  progress and exchanged i n f o r m a t i o n  
regard ing  p l a n t  and grd in c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  under A f r i c a n  product ion  condi t i o n s .  
D r .  J e r r y  East in  presented a paper, "Sorghum Breeding f o r  Stress 
Resistance." The conference p a r t i c i p a n t s  he ld  t o  t h e i r  agenda and i n  
our op in ion  presented q u a l i t y  research  papers and had p roduc t i ve  
d iscussion.  A copy of the  Reso lu t ions  and Recommendations passed by 
the  workshop p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  at tached . 
As p a r t  of the  workshop program, the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  toured the  Botswana 
Agr i cu l  t u r a l  Research S t a t i o n  and a t r a d i  t i o n a l  Botswana farm. 

In t roduc to ry  addresses were made by: M r .  A k a d i r i  -Soumai 1 a,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Coordinator of OAU/STRC JP 31 SAFGRAD, M r .  A. H.  A .  Razie, Ass i s tan t  
Execut ive Secretary and O f f i ce r  i n  charge OAU/STRC and M r .  W.  Meswele, 
t , l in is te r  of A g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  Botswana. M r .  Louis  Mazhani , Botswana, 
and M r .  Ar lan McSwain, SAFGRAD P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r ,  USAID made an e x c e l l e n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the imp1 ementa t i o n  o f  the  workshop. /The workshoo 
proceedings w i  11 be pu b l  i shed. 

Other Discussions and Contracts.  Several contac ts  were made w i t h  the 
Botswana AID Mission, the  Botswana M i n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  the  B r i t i s h  
group working i n  Botswana and the  South Dakota Program s t a f f .  D is -  
cussions involved the r o l e  of INTSORMIL, A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  Botswana, 
sorghum-mil let  research, and t h e  Botswana Farm Technology Improvement 
PID. Vollmar and Eas t i n  were encouraged t o  b r i n g  back a recommendation 
t h a t  one o r  more of the INTSORMIL member s ta tes  o r  o thers  a c t i v e l y  b i d  
on the  p r o j e c t .  This  and o the r  in fo rmat ion  on Botswana's a g r i c u l t u r e  
has been passed on t o  Dean Robert K l  e i  s.  S p e c i f i c  contac ts  made 
i nc l  uded : 

D r .  Doug Jones, ADO, USAID, Botswana 
Dr. Vic Amann, USDA, M i n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e  
W .  Meswele, M i n i s t e r  of A g r i c u l t u r e  
D r .  K. Oland, D i r e c t o r  of the  Botswana Experiment S t a t i o n  
M r .  David G o l l i f e r ,  B r i t i s h  Program 
M r .  Peter Brown, B r i t i s h  Program 
M r .  John Moore, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Proqrams, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland 
M r .  John King, SECID, USA 



Student Contacts. Discussions were held with several African Scient i s t s  
regarding U.S. Sorghum-Millet Training Programs. Specific programs 
were discussed with Mr. Lucas Gakale, Botswana and Mr. Albert Cox, 
Gambia. Vollmar carried Cox's application for  graduate training 
back to the U.S. 

Return. Vol lmar returned to the U.S. leavina Botswana March 20, 1981. 
Eastin l e f t  Botswana March 20, 1931, a n d  traveled on to Egypt for  
further INTSORMIL discussions. The Egyptians remain interested in 
sett ing u p  an extensive drought screening, s a l t  tolerance screening and 
cropping system research project in the deser t  new lands. A proposal has 
been submitted to Drs. Leng and Axtel for  processing by INTSORII1IL. 
Any accepted proposal will then be resubmitted to EMCIP  to see i f  cos t  
agreements can be se t t l ed  on. 
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