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active users. This total Ii rtually uanchanged from the 22,117 users 
estimated to be ac ive in the program in June 1979. 
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< II. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS 

A. 	USAID/lionduras
 

I.Mr Jimmy StnDrctor, Human Resources Diviuion 
HRD
 
2.M.JohniiMassey, Public Health Advlod 
 R
 

B. Asociacion Hbndurena de Planificacion de Famil a AHF1
 

1 r.Alejandro Florest Executive Director 
71~ 2. Dr,~ Joaquin N~unez, Medical Director 

Th 	H
tinistrylof Health (MOH) of Honduras has reported an increasing 
ume
.fhospitaliztionu for abortion. In 1 9 6 4, 2,786 hosptaizatiosforaboitowre'eported compared to 409O''iui 19 77 Howevero between1972 	'and 1977-$ the number of abrinb'iitiations avermie 
e
tSive ystable (T'l-1..Abortions constituta approxinately 4% of all hoe-
PitAlizations inthelcountry. ~To stuishvexmndtepdmolg

of abortion~in Honduras. 
Dr. 	 aa scmwanlzderiettsi3
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(0.6 liters in San Pedro Sula). 
 Although the utilization of these health
care resources has not 
been converted into economic terms, the impact is
likely to be important in 
a country tile size of Honduras: in 1977 the
public sector had 
a total of 3,600 hospital beds and an MOH budget of $62
million. These general results appear in the 
IFRP report on abortion in
Latin America, but 
a more detailed unpublished analysis by IFRP of abor
tion in Honduras will be made availablt to CDC.
 

IV. FUTURE STUDIES
 

A. Contraceptive Prevalence Survey
 

In January 1981, 
a Contraceptive Prevalence Survey (CPS) questionnaire will
be 
field-tested by Westinghouse, A1PF, and the government 
census office.
The draft questionnaire contains a question about the outcome of last piegnancy. Wc have suggested to USAID and to Mr. John Novack of Westinghousc thata more direct question be asked--whether the woman has ever experienced anabortio,. In addition, we hav2 suggested that women who have had an abortionbe asked whether they were hospitalized after their last abortion. Thesequestion,; will allow estimates to be made of tile prevalence of abortion in
the comT.uni ty , based on two approaches.
 

First, thc proportion of 
women who report ever experiencing an abortion canbe ascertaincd by the direct question. (In neighboring El Salvador in 1978,1'.9 percent of currently married women aged 15-44 claim to 1have ever hadan abortion (4). A second more indirect method of estimation can be mado
by com binin, data from the Ct'S and service Statistics. Tile total numberof abortion1lo'p itali a tions cal' be determined frer, governmcnt ServiCLstatistic.1)1pu; the total number of abortion hosp tallizattons in other facilitic ;. 'ih,,. proportion of women with an abortion history who were hospital-Itzed can bc dcter:nined from the CPS, By combining these two figures a totalcount of abomtIons can be es timated. For example, if 41 percent of womenwith an abortion history were hospitalized for complicattons, as occurredin El Salvador, and 5,000 wom-n were hospita ized for abortion.;, an est1matcd 12,1 (i,lbortfion,; would havc occurred In the country ('000 : 0. 1).
Of coor.,, , tl l. cru1rde, estlim;t e i,,bagged on an tinverified assm;ption tl,atwoeIi woi admi t to havin, an abortion experience tile same hos;p tiall zat tonrat, ',,wo:,,n whc, dh not adi:;it to having,' had all abortion. It has been sugge,ited t hit wo'e"n who have- hajd ;cr tous; cor plicntion!, may be more 11k1yreport h,,vin). haid in abortion. iowev.r, It seems 
to 

reasonabli, to make sucha fir..t a,prirex itlon bas,.td (,ilthe (' data when It becrormi s a lllable before
dec1dill g on ,a' d til i onali irn I ty surv-y 

B. i'hv ,l 1 Altt'lud , rv 

Dir. N n o, Ii AllP1 ri-qif ,.,tcd ass::ist nceIn preparing a phyfitcian nattitudeNurv,,y to com-,1e::ten t t h CPI datai and to aa;certnin tilt degree of support
In tlt- tiedical cot-mninity 
for altering Pondurns' nbortion Ifw!.. 
 A draft
one-pagc ,Im-it
ionnair, ha. bte.n 
pr.pAred, |:astd 
on the work In tilt, U1n tvd
Stater. by (;ranhbvrg (5). The que tlonnalre, which if; attached to this 
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report, will be mailed to all 1,300 physicians in Honduras with a followup 
mailing for non-respondents. Interviews of a sample of non-respondents 
would be desirable. The survey would be conducted by AHPF and data pro
cessed by the AID Mission's computer center. 

V. FOLLOWUP OF CO.MIUNITY-BASED DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM
 

In the second quarter of 1980, the community-based distribution program 
(CBD) listed 22,049 active users. This is virtually unchanged from tile 
total of 22,117 users estimated to be active in the program on June 30, 
1979. As of our consultation, the source of funding for the CBD program 
in 1981 had not been determined.
 

Mark W. Oberle, M.D. 

C. P .. 
Benjamin P. Sachs, M.D. 
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