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SEMIANNUAL REPORT

POPULATION INFORMATION PROGRAM
(SUBSTANTIVE REPORT)

JANUARY 1, 1974 - JUNE 39, 1974

Ld

The work of the Population Information Program, as set forth in the
first three semiannual reports and in the contract AID/csd 3643) and
amendnents 1-4 includes four major responsibilities:

I. The publication and distribution of a series oi Population
Reports on important developments in fertility control;

II. The establishmeat of a functioning information center on fertility
control methods with nultiple computer-based recrisval capabilities;

ITI. The development of channels of dissemination for Population
Reports and other appropriate materials to developing countries;

IV. The continuation of the Prostaglandin Information Center initially
developed with the Worcester Foundation £or Experimental Biology. :

In cach of these four areas, the last six months have seen great progress.
By the end of Iulz 1974 a total of 20 ?oanlation Rannrts and Four snacial
ications iave Daen pranarad, Culld AV2237:07 G== A7 2310 T0r Coa nariad

mConccicc to di--. oJigaiiicant i=pact has peen made, inciullag an
international "rirst' ia information retrieval.
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I. Population Resorts

Since Daceober 1973, a total of six English-language Pooulazion
Reports hava been printed, copies of waich are attached. OCne a2acicional
report which was delayed with AID approval until the coanclusion of a
June conference, is now complated and will be mailed by mid August.

(See Attachmeat A for Penorcs siace Decewber 1973)

Five qualif

ad writers and orne exaecutive editor are now working
full tirxe with addici

oral irput frcz coasultants and others as
necessary. At least one Pooulatica 2200rt has now baen ‘prepared on
every category describad in the Szaca2zant of work and a total of 20
Reports have bzz2n cocpleted. In additioa, four special publications-
one on prostaglandins, two on starilization, aad one on law and policy,
prapared by Tufts Univarsity Law and Population Program—e and jointly
distributed with C2orge Washington Univarsity ~ have baen prepared.
The latter was distributed in July (see Attach—ant B). Two additional
reports - on prostaglandias and training 5 ograns 4re nearly co=plete
and will be distributad in nmid-August l 74. 1In aacu report a high
degree of coop2ration nas been required and zzintained with other
organizations such as tha [1ternatlonal Plaaned Parenthood receratioa,
the Uaniversity of K vaii, the Pooulation Couaczil, and the Intermarsioanatl
Fertility Rasearch Prog Soma2 30 outside reviewers have assisted
in assuring techaical accuracy and high scientific quality for each
report.
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Spanish Translations. Spanish translations have now bzen priatad
for ten reports and hava been distributed from Bogota, Colcabia, whara
work is proceading undar a subcontract with ACEP. (See actachzent C )
Distribution is teing arranged to ianclude medical schools throughout
Latin America. )

French Transl:tioqc french trans’ations have been preparad for

list that now toca's ;338 narces. (Sea nttach:ent D )

Portuzuasa T larions. Portusuasz trazaslations have bean
prepared and ara rcagy Lor wailizng on taree reports. Tyoesetting wvas
delayed since the nacessary type font was not available, but is now

proceeding. (Sea Attachrment E)

To provide for the necessary publication and translation services,
four subcontraccs are now operating: onz for tynesetting, one for
printing, ona for Spanish translation, publication and distribution, and
one for Frencn translations. Thzs2 subcontracts, as approved vy AID,
are operating effectively and have been extended through June 1975.

Indices in depth for all Ponulatioa Reports published im. 1372-1973
are nearing coapletion.

A questionnaire to evaluate the use and impact of the Population
chort" has been nonroved and will be mailed out with the next mailing,
Letters from recipients and reacdz2rs to date indicate that the repor:s
are very well received and are wianing high praise, worlldwide. (Sze
Attachzment F). 1Ia [kailand and Indonesia, newspaper articles in
papers have been basaed on a Population R=2nort on condoms. (See Attachmant G).
Two posters and a visual display for the Population Renort are also in
preparation for use at internatiozal conferences in Bucharest and Stockholm.
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II. Information Center

The regular _program of subscriptions, purchases, acquisitions, searchas,
and catalogulng by library staii is well established. The library now.in-
cludes about 700 books, 100 periodical subscriptions and 110 diffarent
bulletins and news letters. Soze 200 books or othar items are regularly on
order.

As of June 1974, approximately 12,000 citations have be=n collected.

Approximately 13,C00 hard-copy articles are filed and catalogued at presaat.
—_—

Abstracting of articlas for the Information Retrieval Systen is proceeding
rapldly. Apsroximately 5C00 documents are now abstracted, cof wnich 4170 have
been providad to Informatics f£or key puaching into the computer retrieval
service. Presently 3163 abstracts are in the computer and available for search
and retriaval.

A thesaurus on contraceptive techrnology is in the final stagzes of editing
via computer and includas approxizately 1000 terms. It can obe displayed on
the termipal in an alphabetical listing with all che broader, narrower, related
term relationships. Prograads for displaying hierarchy, category, and descriptor
lists from wnich printed versions can be prepared for distribution to incarested
orgaanizations are beinz prepared. This thesaurus, touether with the on23 craatad
by the Culumbia University Internmational Insultute for the Study of Human Ranro-
duction and tha Carolina Population Center Tecanical Information Service will
cover nearly all asoects of population. Thesz2 thesauri are of much interest
to libraries and information ceaters, particularly in Asia.

The POPTNTORM computerizad information network now includes three filas:
Population Information Prograz (3163 abstracts on lire); Coluabia Universicy, IISEZR,
(2500 items on line); Cen=us Bureau Internatiormal Demouravnic Data
Directory (4000 itemns on tapz). 1Two more files are being converted to machine
readabla form and siould ba in th2 compurer by the end of Julv: Cencer fox
Disease Control, Fanily Plannizg Evaluation Division and a part of the Zast Wast
Compunications Institute file. Data conversion on the file of prostaglandins
and fertility coatrol will begin by the end of July. (See Attachment i ).

During th2 pagt six months, the POPINFORM system has been succaazfully
demomsirated at six conferences or public occasions:

1. The annual Epidemic Intelligence Service Conference, Public Health
ferrice, Atlanta, Georgsia, April 15-19, 1974. About LO demonatrations
ware provided ror groups of 2-10 persons working tu varius phases of
public health. Searches and saoples were nrovided as well as Literature,
and the receptioa wag vaery mood. CDC is now a subscriber and contridutor.

2. Associution of Population Libraries aad Informatlon Centers (APLIC),
New York, April 17, 1974. A workshop was held in the afternoon at which
POPINFORM was explained and demonstrated using a Digflos terminal and

a TV screen. The demonstration was highly sucecensful, well attended, and
generated a great deal of foterest in its poteatial for fnternational
dissemination of (nrormation.
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3. Population Association of America, New York, April 18-20, 1974: E
POPINFO2M was dazmonsctrated throughout the three-day meeting and viewed by ﬁ
United States azd international demographers, many of whom cormented
favorably on the excellent retriaval capabilities of the
systen and on the high quality of the abstracts.

4. Anmerican Society for Information Science (ASIS), University of
Pittsburgh, Johnstowm, May 1lé-17, 1974. This was the annual mnid-year
meeting of ASIS at wnich on line informacion retrieval systens were

. featured. Over 300 information scisntists attended tha demonstracions.
Many learned for the first time about POPINTORM and its unique rola as
the only on-line computerized population informatioa retrieval system.

5. Inauguration of Population Center Foundation, Manila, Philippines,
June 1ll: A major breakcthrough in international use of an on-line

" computerized data bank occurred with the demonstration of POPINFORM
in Manila on Juza 11, 1974, during the inauguration of tha Population
Center Foundation. Wwiaile President and Mrs. Marcos formally opened
the Center, accoapaaiad by Prilippina and foreign dignitaries, 90?!3?02&
was oparating froa a termipal provided for the occasion. Direct acces
to the Washington data base was established throuzh commarcial telephana
and satellite connaction and several searches were performed. It was
the £irst successful dzmonstracion of an on-lina computer retrieval
system between tna Philippinas and the United States. Technical
assistance in Washington, D. C. was provided by Informatics, Inc.

The demonstration was a joint project of the Ford Foundation, rapraseated
by Willian Sweenay of the New York office; the Ceorge Washington University,
Population Inforzmation Progran, represented by Holen K. Kolbe; and the
Philippine Coaxmission on Population, headed by Dr. Conrado Loremzo, Jr.,
with major financial support froa the US Agency for Intermational Develop=-
ment.

6. East-West Cocmunication Institute, Honolulu, June 14: POPINFORM was

also demonstrated succassfully in Honolulu at the East-West Cemnunication
Institute on Juce 14, 1974. Arrangazents were rmade In cooparation wich

Dr. Wilbur Schra=m, Director, so that a large nuxber of peaople from thea
East-West Comzunication Institute, the Zast-West Population Institute,

the University of Hawaii School of Public Health, and the University of

Hawaii School of Library Science nould attezd the morning and afternoon
demonstration sassions. After a brief explanation and short dezonatration

by Ms. Kolbe, attendces typed out thair own questions on the POPINFORM
terminal, This session was a:ranged following a scuslon at tha Ford Foundation

in New York.
The system has also been shown to over 30 groups and {ndividuals who

have viasited the Population Information Prograx. Searches have been
pecformed for the Population Information Program staff and other
organizations for a total of 112.17 query hours since January 1974.

Requesta for computer searches and copies of documents have been
increasing. The staff has resporded to approxizacely 75 requests for searchas
or documents., Among the organizacions raquestinz information sorvices ara:
IL0O, Bangkok; IGCC, Kuala Lumpur; Ford Foundation, Mexico; AID, Office of




Population; Ianternational Bank for Reconstxuction and Developmeant, Washinzton;
Population Council, Norea; iInternaticonai Statistical Programs Center, Census
Bureau, Washingcon; AID, Costa Rica; and UliTPA, llew York.
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III. Channels for Dissemination of Iaformation

The international mailing list is expandinz and rov _ipcludes over 25,000
nazes. In addition, bullk matilicos tosalior 2550k l/.ou 09ives Luve D220
: . v . ,‘l. e . . N . .
arrarnged, paialy in Pakistan and the Zhilippines. AT prasenc, names are d2iag
coded, corrected, and added at the rate of approximacely lO par wee<.

,J

The enclosed statistical report on the Population'lnforﬂa:;on 2rogran

a. of Jure 17,197%, provides the detailed totals rfor addresszes in various

ategorias (Attachment I ). It is possible to arrazge for zmailings to aaxy ona
category on the list or any desired cozbinations of cacsgories, and this nas
been done a ouaber of times. As recommendad by the Advisory Comaittea, a con-
centrated effort is being made to correct, updata, and add addizionzl nazes

to the mailing list. 1In lina2 with important shifts in Frernch law and polic
potentially siznificapt for Francophonz Africa, and elsewhere, the Populaticn
Ccuncil list of French naaes is beiag added, approximactely 30230 nazes.

Requests for copies of Ponulation 2enorts now averaga about 10 daily and
raflect growing recognition and aporeciatioa oi tie Reports.

Cases of cooparativb use of the Population Information Program mailing
list during this period are as follows:

Labels for Population Crisis Committee of Spanish speaking peonle
for mailinz of "Distribucion Comercial D2 Anti-conceptivos” which
was translated by RTAC. January 7, 1974

Labels for J. Massie, Office of PHA-POP-IENC, AID, of particular
categories fron countries listed on the Priority List of Countries
in AID. Jaouary 9, 1974

Labels for Kate Praeger, AID to be used for iysteroscopy Proceedirngs.
February 8, 1374

Labels for The Population Council of IEC People. March 13, 1974

Pressure Scnsitive Labels for PCC for Vorld Food Statement to get
signatorios, suzgesced by R. T. Ravenholt. April 1, 1974 for
Population Crisis Cozmittece

Rogter of PIP list coded key people from AID list of priority
countries, given to Mr. Cerry Winfield, Mianpower Division, AID.

Apxil 3, 1974

Labela for Robert Lamson, Hational Science Foundation, to diustribute
Covernment Policy: Penulation, Ewvirormannt, and Boevond. April 5, 1974

Rost»r for Mra. Schwarcz, MNatioral Acadeay of Scieaces, Oiflce of
Forelgn Sccretary ot particular naaes which fulfill gilven requiremencs.
May 23, 1974
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Labels for Thomas Mouldingz, M.D., University of Colorado, to notify
physicians in develooing councries of courses in fazmily planning.
June 1974

Mailing and labels for "The World'’s Laws on Contraceptives' in
cooperation with Tufts University. June 1974



IV. Prostagizniins

The present prostaglandin information zctivities are to identify, acguire,
abstract and index that part of the world _:iterature on prostaglandins relac—
ing to fertility regulation; to lnltii~~' v, docunent and produce the
Pooulation Recort: Prosczzlandins: and to czce and distribute a secon

volume of abstracts oL prastaglaadln r zn, through 1973.

"
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The number of vrostaOlnnd;n citatisns collected to date is 7000, an
increase of 1361 since the last report. Tz ruzber of documents on file is
5770, an increase o 1429 since the lisc reporr.

Approximately 750 abstracts are now rzz28y for coaputer storage. The
microthesauvrus for thz document retricyal -vstza has been reviewed with oucsida
assistance and these will be entered iazo :-=e computer beginning in July 1974,

Volume I, a 497 paga bioliography of zhe world's literature on nroscavl cdins
prior to 1971 has been pubolisned and i5 oz salza. Distribution of AID purchassad
copies to LDC's has been deiayed, howwavar, cacause a delay by AID in purchase
of the 1200 volumes contracted for throuzh 2 different subcontractor. Distribu-
tion can be made as soor as copies are reczivad by AID.

At present it is planned to produce viiiz=e II of the published bibliographny
of abstracts covering 1371-1973 from tha cczputer. This volume will contaiz
about 1100 referencas exzpnasizing the role of zndoganous and exogenous prosta-
glandins in hwzoan fertility regulation, aporoxinately half of which have bea
prepared to date.

Since the pravious report in Decembzr 1973, one Ponulation Report: Prosta-
zlandins has been prepared and distributec (see Attachazac A). The next issue
by Dr. Joha R. G. Crallis, Physiolenv and Zhorzacoloay of PGs in Parturition,
is now complete. A future issue on tha nztire and significance of utreriaz cJ
bindicg by Dr. Malcolz Johason is ia prepzzation, as is an issue on the use ot
PCs In India. Otuer authors have been ap.r-oached and relevant topics are under

discussion.
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VII. Problems, Nazeds, and Plans for the Future

At preseat, with the formal oblization in D2cember 1973 by
AID of additional funding and a hizhaer level of eifort, thea progr
is adequately supported to carry out present assignmants through
June 1975 when present concract fuading expires.

In June 1974 two additional assigrn=ents wara provided to the
Population Information -Program: (1) work with tha2 Population Refarzncea
Bureau to complete and distribute six partially cczpleted publications
(2) vork with the Transnational Fanily Research Institute to
prepare a nuzber of research studies and conduct 2n iaternational
seminar. Subcontracts with these organizations will be concludad
shortly for these tasks which wiil not extend beyond June 1975.

Plans are also underway for a booth, display, and distribution
of publications at the World Population Tribune in Eucharest in
August and for a similar exhibit olus a dezcnstration oi the coaputerized
information system at che Stockola International Conference on tha
Physician and Population Change in Septeamber.
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPCRT

The attachad voucher provides financial data on cumulative
expenditures rade for the first 24 nonths of the contract as
measured against budgatted accounts, but not taking account of
the latest budzet addition which was approved in June (Attachzent
J).

As required by Arendrent 4, signed May 23rd, a detailed report
on wage and salary personnel cozpensatad undar tnis contract, in-
cluding consultants, is also enclosed. It should be rnoted zhat the
totals for staff and wagz empiovees and tha overhzad a2ad fringe
benefits calculatad therefrom as prcseacad in this attachzesnt do
not agree precisaly with the over all figure for salaries and wagzes
on the voucher ALD 3643-24., Tha figuras on the vouciier do not
reflect expenditures made during the last week of the wmonth.

There also woy be slight differences in the calculation of pay for
individuals who bezan ecployment or terminated exzployment during
this period. (Sez2 Attachzent K).





