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In all field research, work begins in the library several months or aften 

years before arrival in th~ field. It W.'lS not poss:'hle for me to sper..d tlLat 

amount of time in preparation, but nevertheless I was able to do a. qUick review 

of the li tel'aturo on the Peul. 

Most of the information available of Fulfulde-speaking populations concerns 

groups which are pastoral nomads or semi-sedentary transhumants. In both cases 

the economy is heavily or exclusively reliant on cat.tle. Because the care of 

cattle requires mobility, the productive and residential group is no larger 

than the extended family for at l8ast part of the year. There is little tnfor-

mation available on fully sedentary populations of Peul descent. As a rule, these 

\ groups have evolved in one of twoways. Economic hardsnip--the loss of their 
\ 

catt~-_forced Some to settle and take up fa~ing. Over a period of time they 

merged with the host population. On the other hand, soree peul populations 

became fully sedentary as elites: first as a religious and later as a ruling 

elite in northern Nigeria, or as a conquering elite in northern Cameroon. 

In northern Nigeria the urban Peul community has lost its ethnic identity. 

The members of this eroup no longer speak Fulrulde or keep cattle. The Peul 

group in northern Cameroon came to a.rea as bearers of the flag of the SultAn of 

Sokoto in the jihad of the early 19th centu~. They established their authority 

over a non-Muslim population and settled back as a leisured ruling class 

support~~by serfs. They have not lost their language or ethnic identity. 

The Fulfulde-speaking popUlation of the Dari area differs from those af 

others in several ways. KTen though the popula.tion is fully sedenta~. cattle 

ere an important part of th~ economy. Arrlong other peul who depend on cattle for 

an important part of their 5ubsistance, the wom~n have an active and indepen-

dent role in the acquisition, proc~ssing and saLe of milk and milk products. 
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In the Case of Peul group~ who do little or no farming tnis giY~3 the women 

almost total control over the family food budeet, the income from milk being 

used to buy grain. This appears not to bE the case in the Dari area. There 

is dis,'1greement in written sources as to whether women or men nilk the cows, 

one source reporting that it is wom~n, another that it is men and a third 

contradicting itself stating at one point that men do the milking and at 

another that it is done by women. When ~sked, people say that men do the 

milking. There is almost undoubtedly some variation w:lich is the cause of the 

confusion. The nature and extent of the variation remain to be determined. 

It is the women who do all the processing of milk products, and when there is 

a surplus to sell it is normally the women who manaEe the marketing. The 

surplus seems to exist on a seasonal ba~is only, however. In once or twico 

weekly trips to the Dari market since December I have seen milk being sold. only 

once. I have been told that fresh mi~l is readily available only during 

and immediately after the rai~ season. Women are not then in complete control 

of the distribution and sale of milk products, nor does this serve them as 

a steady sourc.!e of i:lcome. Rather, sources of income for Peul women are handi-

crafts (e.g. spinning of cotton) A.nd the raising of sm'lll livestock. Other women 

Aside from this difference in family economy. the Peul or the Dar~ area 

al~o differ from other Peul in the area of group econo~. Grazing rights on~ 

~ 
are a matter of concern to nomadic paul who are not agricultu~sts. Semi-

sedentary Peul are concerned with rights to agricultural land. but typical~ 

when such land is in short supply in one area some members of this already 

mobile group simply move off into a new area. Other sedenta~ Peul groups 

are generally urbanites who Are not concerned with both grazing and agricul .• 

tural land~_8ometime8 with neithor--while in the Dari area the mAjority of 

families need both. I do not know that there is a land shortage in tho Dar! 
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arEta, but with normal population growth and a limited amount of land available 

one would expect that sooner or la tar, in the absence of permanont e:nigration. 

l~nd would be in short supply. This is another m~tter to be investigated. 

This issue concerns not only economic relations among poul groups, but also 

those between the Peul and other ethnic groups. 
P tv .. \ 

This leads to a discussion of the third way in which theA of the furi area 

differ from other Peul. That is in the area of inter-grono rolation~. An" 

exposition of this topic requires a brief excursion into the history of tha 

Dori area and into the social organization of the different Peul clans. 

The first peul migrations i~the area occurred from the 15th to the 11th 

centuries, according to P. Delmond. At that time f01\r Muslim clans, whose 

dsscendants still live in the are~ as identifiable social groups, founded 

villages in the Dori aroa and lived under the rule of the pagan Akor~mba. 

One of the project villages was r~undAd by one of the original clans at that 

time and is still dominated by them--the Wakambe clan of Kampiti. The other 3 

original clans, Tot-oba (surname ~), Ba~abe (surname Ba), and Dialloube (sur-

name Diallo) are still scattered throughout the area and are associated with 

particular villages, but none of them are project villages. In the early 18th 

group of Peul clans inch!ding the Baribe (surnaml? Bari) and Ferobe (surname 

Dicko) moved into the area from Mali. During the 18th century the Ferobe led 

a religious revival among the original Paul inhabitants who had become lax in 

religious matlers during their long period of residence under pagan rulers. 

Peul resistance to GourmantcMrule was based part~ on economic matters and 

partly on religious differences, and the Ferobe came to assume a position or 

political dominance among the peul. Wendou, one of the project villages, was 

founded and originally the chieftainship was held hy Torabe. The Ferobe clL~ 

took over the chieftainship of Wendou even thou,~h this caused a dispute that 

-"~ult=A 1'n 'ihn ---t-- ... t'·~n of so"''' of tha Torolo "'l,~.-~n.",: .,,',;,~, " .... _~. r,""J·I~\,·"n" .. ',~ "".... v ·,''':1'': .... l. _',J ."u u .,'. 11'-. , ,_' , ' 
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also founded Bouloy and Kachirga, two other~villages. 

EYen though Ferobe leadership W1S not always accepted unanimously, Peul 

ethnic sentiment and political rAsistanco crystallized arvund the Ferabe. In 

1810 the Dori Peul, u.nder Farabe leadership and in alliance with ausman IJan 

Fodio of Sakata, defe~ted the Gaurmantche and founded the Rmirate of Liptako. 

Tha family of the emir is descended fro:n the Fl:l'obo leador WIlO on~inally 

started the religious revival in the 18th century. 

Thus, patterns of cooperation and hierarchy a~ong different peul clans 

date back to the late 18th and early 19th century. The Ferobe were le1ders 

among the Peul clans almost from the time of their arrival, and they have con-

tinued to hold the chieftainship of the area (the emirate) and of ~ome of the 

largest villages in the area. Writing in the late 1940'5, P. Delmond described 

the relationship between the Ferobe and other Peul clans as comparable to that 

between nobles and vassals among the Tuareg. That this sort of relationship 

still exists is denied, but I have heard, perhaps half-joking~, "Lenyol Bari 

na vooc{'a'! (The ,Ban. clan [Baribe] is no good) from a Dicko. peul clans are 

endogamous (i. e. they do not usually intermarry) and are thJs" semi_independent 

as social units. Rights to land and cattl., are inherited within the clan, so 

t:10 clr;.~ ;;:;',-. !:;(;:-:~_~ri_~r"p::!1.rll\!1~~ 1; 1; r·'" U!1i~~. (_'r,,~;- 'r~.~.iv( J;~,-r, .:.~.::. jr. 

agriculture, exists only among members of the same family: the clans are inde-

pendent as productive units. But villages and even quartiers 'are almost always 

mixed. Even a quartier made up entirely of peul will include members of several 

different clans. Thus the clans are interdependent pvlitically, the smallest­

scale political organiZation being at the level of the quartier. It is here 
, " 

that inter-clan relations are important for the TWIS project which is based on 

the organiZation of group projects with group credit under a village committee 

with members representing each quartier. 

Tho rolati~nship b~tween the peul and other ethntc groups alsa has its reots 
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1860 WilS a timo of war botween the Emi':-ate of Liptako and its rJeighbors to the 

south and west. Most of the captives who became the Riymaibe, the serfs or 

slaves of the Peul, were b.ken during that era. Those people · .... ere drawn from 

the Mossi, Gourmantche, and Songhai. It was also during the mid-19th century that 

large numbers of Bellah Came into tne area. They founded Oula, one of the 

project villages, and quartiers in Bouloy and Koria, both project villages. 

Although neither Riymaibe or Bellah are formal~ considered to b~ subordinant 

groups now, they arc openly looked down on by Peul whu have no interest in 

denying that social inequality bxists. Wnother economic in&quality still exists 

and tc what degree. is a matter for investigation. 

In the areas of family economy, group economy and inter-group rdlations. 

the Fulfulde-speaking popul~tion of the Dari area differs from those descriped 

in the literature on the Sahel. All of the areas are of ~portance to an econ-

omic development project for 'WOmen which is based on notlons of group credit 

for group projects. Inter-group relations are important for reasons mentioned 
n.l'd 

aboveJJ,for any village-wide projects, such as wells, which the project may under-

take. Economic inequality between groups, whether between Peul clans or betwean 

ethnic groups, is of inter')st not only to assess whether the groups in question 

also importnat for simple practical purposes, for example does a particular 

group have access to land for an agricultural project (this is particular~ 

important for women, who do not hold rights to land independently of their hus-

bands), or does a particular group have access to enough cattle for a proj~ct 

in improved processing of milk products to be practical, etc. 

A knowlecge of family econom,y .. ;is particularly important because the level 

of female economio activity and even the possibility of independent economic 

activity· by women typically varies with stage in the domestio cycl~. For ex-

~~pla. among no~adic Piul, females are considered to be juveniles and are not 
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expected to be economic~lly active (oxcept 1n the servico of their mothers 

or mothers-in-law) until after th~ Lirth of their first child. A woman is then 

able to sot up house as an independent economic unit with full acoes~ to the ... ' 
milk of the porU_on of the husband's hord allotted to her. WOllen are expected 

to be, and general~ are active as traders of milk and milk products until their 
I 

last child is married and a parent. They then retire to the household of a 

child. The pattern of activity common among agricultural grcups ~n west Afr,:.ca 

is rather different. Young women m~ be economic~l~ active before marriage. 

but as young vives thAir opportunities are generally very limited. House work. 

cruld care, and subsistence farming typical~ take up so much ot a young woman's 

time that she is unable to earn an income. In addition, husbands of young women 

are more likely to object to their wives spending time away from home or to 

their having an incom~. Women typically do not become economically active 

(except for subsistence activities) until "middle age" when they have children 

old enough to help them with their household work and are secure enough 

as wi~es to overcome any objections. They generally continue their activities 

for as long as they are physically able to do so. 

The differonce between these 2 patterns is not simple a difference between 

contribute to the maintenance of these patterns. Peul women in this area 

apparently fit rlf'ither pattern. Riymaibe and Bellah women may fit one or tha 

other, but as neither grol{p has been th(' subject of intensive investigation 

this. is not known. The point is that it is not possible to for. specific 
" . 

hypotheses regarding patterns of female economic activity or other matters 

relevant to project implementation on the basis of a review of the literature on 

Similar or related groups. The liteI'ol.ture on the Dari area is surprisingly 

large, but much of it is unavailable. What is available is cursory and con-

tradictory. It is therofore nece55sry to start from scrrt. tch, as it -.... ore, to 



7 

the potential for project impact. 

My origin~l work plan callej for the complotion of a census, economic. and 

kinship and social or/7,an~_zation surveys of Bouloy i .• by the end of 

June. It has become apparent that this will not be possible. In the last 2 

" yea~~. 2 enquetes have been carried out in Bouloy, one by CVRS and the other by 

a TWIS pr~ject monitrice. In neither caS8 is the information sufficiently de-

tailed or reliable to provide any real ba~is for an analysis of wom~n's economic 

activities. In both cases questions on sensitive topics wero asked directly. 

This is considered very rude, and I have been told that peorle here were offended 

by this. In addition, they are fed up with being asked questions because they 

have not yet seen any concrete results. Since I will be investigating some of 

the same topics in oven greater detail it will be necessary for me to prucede 

with caution, approaching issues gr:l.dually and using more time-conslljUing methods, 

such as indirect questioning and participant-observation. 

The second problem in the conduct of my research is communication. Ordi-

marily, investigation of topics whit~h .lre considered sensi ti ve (in this case, 

some economic, kinship, and social org~nizational questions) is best done 

directly; the addition of a third rarty, the interpreter. between investigator 

conduct the investigation myself. It is highly unlike~ that anyone would 

volunteer any information on a dolicate matter such as inter-group conflict 

to me through my interpreter bec~use ~he is the chief's daughter. She is also 

the most tacituMl individual I have met here and generally is 'not of much use as 

an interpreter. However, replacing her would mean displeasing the chief's 

family .and'. bringing an outsider because there is no other female in Boul.oy who 

speaks French. Since I must learn Fulfulde anyway and conduct my investigation 

gradually', it is best that I do both togeth~r. Information gathered in that 

manner is almost alw.~ys of b.:"tter quality than that obtincd usinG prc?1.ron quost-

;0"n11' r"<" ",~-1 "'n l·r.te-.... -.~~ e>r 'f'1.lis ""1'11 ~ .. 1.!.1'1. '.·1r';.;·...,·.·,··]". t:~1.t 11j 1'1";'; i.~'\::~ · . ..-i.ll . •• ~ _, '-'- ••• ...1 ". • .,. :" •• L'J. • _ ... - _ 
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pro~ress slowly wltil I h~vo sufficient m~stery of the languago to carryon a 

normal conversati~n. 

I have ~ lot of information on the dialect of Fulfulde that is spoken in 

the Dori area. It is from several different sources, and much of it is badly 

org6ni:.ed. I have therefore undertaken to re-CJrganize the information on 

grammar and to orcanize a voc~bulary file, both of which are nearly completed. 

ilt present my speaking ability is limited to simple sentence structures and 

basic vocabulary~ 

II. Implementation 

It is more difficult to SUM up work completed to date and futu~e plans in 

the area of project implementation. It was necessary for me to create a rola 

for myself in an organization that was already functionio& on ~y arrival. and 

this is far from finished. Again, this is a delicate matter and must be done 

gradually. It is also an area in which I will not be able to be fully effective 

until I have sufficient mastery of Fulfulde to unders\and for myself what . 
is going on when I accompany monitrices to the villages where they work. 

" After their initial training, the monitrj~es did enquetes in their villages. 

,,' J 

The en':iuetes were in pro~ress whf'n J .:1rrived and were finished in January. 

7here was then a series of meetings with the villago committees during whi~h the 

broad outlines of the credit system and the reqairements 'for village anlmatrices 

were explained. The co~nittees were asked if they were willing and able to 

chool!l6 animatrices and if they wanted to participate in the credit syst.em. I 

-
attended some of the meetings and have discussed the progress of work in each 

village with the monitvice~. I will breifly summarize the work of each moni. 

trice by Tillage: 

pendo's village5aro Bouloy and Koria. While she was on maternity leave, from 

December to mid-March, her villagfls wore taken over ';)y Sumai.-

Bouloy--A villaGo co;r.;ni t toe Ins b.-tm for r.erl. Tile C::l!1:U. t t'3e ha.s !l.er'lcd to 
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choose 2 animatrices and h1S stalod that it is interested in obtaining 
credit. Possible projects for which credit may be desired are petty 
commerce, veGetable gardening and filaGe. These ~Jrojects have not been 
planned in any specifics. 

Koria--This a 'tproble:n villaGo." Thoro has b("en a lack of enlhusiasm on 
the part of the vilhr;ers here and I \HS told that there is no specific 
progress to report. 

SUmai's villaGes are Mba~Ga and Wendou. 

Mbamga--There is interest here in projects on weaving and in agriculture, 
but therq have been no spocific plans made. Mbamga has a problem of food 
shortage this year because the rains last year were unusually light. 

Wendou--Here specific plans for a small-scale project in co~nerC9 have been 
suggested by the villagers. There is interest in obtaining credit for th8 
purchase of kola nuts and Millet for re-sale within the village. The suggest­
ion was made very recently and has not been aC.Jted on yet. 

ldizatou's villages are Dulo and peckoy. 

Dulo--There is a village committee which has agreed to choose animatrices 
and has expressed an interest in ubtaining credit. There are suggestions 
for 2 projerts here. but noither is ve~ specific yet. There is interest 
among the Bellah women in a project in mat-making (typically only Bellah's 
do this work) and among women of other ethnic groups there is interest in a 
project in filage. 

peokoy--The village committee here has agreed to choose an anima trice al­
though they have stated ·that they are not interested in obtaining credit 
because they feel they do not have the means to repay_ There is a serious 
problem here with the amount of time required to get water during the d~ 
season, and the villagers have stated that they want a well. 

Amnatou's villages are KJchirg-a and Duro Ahidjo. 

KaLcl~irba--'i.'ne vill.J.Go cOmfT'.itt8e here has stated that water is a serious 
problem •• Wnen the mara· (which is very dirty) drles up. the women have to 
walk 12 km. to get water. 

Duro Ahidjo--This is tha 
have been made. This is 
the purchase of thread. 

second village in which specific plans for a project 
a blanket weaving project. Credit is desired for 
Again, this suggestion was made only very recently~ 

Jematou's Villages are Debera"Talaata and Kampiti. 

Debere Talaata--This village hcs declined t9 work with tho project. and ths 
sous-prefect has not yet chosen anothe~ village to replace it. 

Kampiti--This was a "problem village" at flrst, but a village committee 
has been formed. has agreed t.o choose anima trices and is interested in 
obtaining crodit. There is inturest hero in projects in potty co;n;nerce 
and filage,~ut there 3.ro no spl:cific SlJi.~L:ust.J.ons. 

'f{lrOO enc,'l,lrdurs st'lrt8d work ' .. 1.th thu project. 'lt th~ b,~hlnin::; of Fo':Jru'lry. 
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All the extension agents attended a training session in early February .... hich r 

also attendtJd. The topics discussed includod fa.miliarization with the villago, 

its organizations, acti vi ties. and proble~ls; guidelinos for WDrkin~ with villa~o 

committees, and finallJr the fonn.1.tion of a pbn for workinG in villat:os [rom 

initial familiarization to formulation of specific projects. This ses~ion was 

followed by more training exercises conducted by the local project staff. The 

f\xtension agents are now beginning to follow a rogular schedule of weekly visits 

to the villa~es alternating with days spent working in the office. 

To familiarize myself with the experiences of other development projects 

working in the area I had a mesting with the former director of FDC and have 

made tentative arrangements to have a meeting with the local CrDR workers to 

discuss specific projects they have undertaken. r have found discussions of 

other projects ve~ useful and hope to follow these up with meetings with other 

organizations. 


