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I. Research

In all field research, work begins in the library several months or aften
years before arrival in ths field. It was not possible for me to sperd that
amount of time in preparation, but nevertheless I was able to do a quick review
of the literature on the Peul,

Most of the information available of Fulfulde-speaking populations concerns
groups which are pastoral nomads or semi-sedentary transhumants, In both cases
the economy is heavily or exclusively reliant on cattle., Because the care of
cattle requires mobility, the productive and residential group is no larger
than the extended family for at least part of the year, There is little imfor-
mation available on fully sedentary populations of Peul descent, As a rule, these
groups have evolved in one of tw3¥ays. Economic hardsaip--the loss of their
cattle-~-forced some to settle and take up farming, Over a period of time they
merged with the host population., On the other nand, some Peul populations
became fully sedentary as elites: first as a religious and later as a ruling
elite in northern Nigeria, or as a conquering elite 1in northern Cameroon,

Iﬁ northern Nigeria the urban Peul community has lost its ethnic identity,

The members of this group no longer speak Fulfulde or keep cattle, The Peul
group in northern Cameroon came to area as bearers of the flag of the Sultan of
Sokoto in the jihad of the early 19th century, They established their authority
over a non-Muslim population and settled back as a leisured ruling class
supportc&@y serfs, They have not lost their language or ethnic identity,

The Fulfulde-speaking population of the Dori area differs from those of
others in several ways. Even though the population is fully sedentary, cattle
ere an important part of tho economy. Among other Psul who depend on cattle for
an importaht part of their subsistance, the women have an active and indepen-

dent role in the acquisition, processing and sale of milk and milk products,
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In the case of Peul groups who do little or no farming tnis gives the women
almost total control over the family food budget, the income from milk being
used to buy grain. This appears not to be the case in the Dori area., There
is disagreemant in written sources as to whether women of men milk the cows,
one source reporting that it is women, another that it is men and a third
contradicting itself stating at one point that men do the milking and at
another that it is done by women, When asked, people say that men do the
milking., There is almost undoubtedly some variation waich is the cause of the
confusion, The nature and extent of the variation remain to be determined,
It is the women who do all the processing of milk products, and when there is
a surplus to sell it is normally the women who manage the marketing. The
surplus seems to exist on a seasonal basis only, however., 1In once or twicw
weekly trips to the Dori market since December I have seen milk being sold only
once, I have been told that fresh milk is readily available only during
and immediately after the rainy season. Women are not then in complete control
of the distribution and sale of milk products, nor does this serve them as
a steady source of income, Rather, sources of income for Peul women are handiw
crafts (e.g. spinning of cotton) and the raising of small livestock., Other women
in the arra earn roney by selline produce from their vesetable pardens as well .

Aside from this difference in family economy, the Peul of the Dori area

also differ from other Peul in the area of group economy. Grazing rights only

are a matter of concern to nomadic Peul who are not agricultu,@sts. Semi-
sedentary Peul are concerned with rights to agricultural land, but typically
when such land is in short supply in one area some members of this already
mobile group simply move off into a new area, Other sedentar& Peul groups
are generaliy urbanites who are not concerned with both grazing and agricul.
tural landeesometimes with neither-.wnile in the Dori area the majority of

families need both. I do not know that there is a land shortage in the Dori
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area, but with normal population growth and a limited amount of land available
one would expect that sooner or later, in the absence of permanont emigration,
land would be in short supply. This is another matter to be investipated.
This issue concerns not only economic relations among Peul groups, but also
those between the Peul and other ethnic groups. \
This leads to a discussion of the third way in which tQZ?gf the Dori area

differ from other Peul. That is in the area of inter-grouo relations, An

exposition of thiS‘+opic requires a brief excursion into the history of the
Dori area and into the social organization of the different Peul clans,

The first Peul migrations iﬁfthe area occurred from the 15th to the 17th
centuries, according to P. Delmond. At that time fonr Muslim clans, whose
descendants still live in the area as identifiable social groups, fpunded
villages in the Dori area and lived under the rule of the pagan Akoramba.

One of the project villages was frunded by one of the original clans at that
time and is still dominated by them--the Wakambe clan of Kampiti. The other 3
original clans, Togobe (surname Ly), Ba®%abe (surname Ba), and Dialloube (sur-
name Diallo) are still scattered throughout the area and are associated with
particular villages, but none of éhem are project villages. In the early 18th
century the Dard aros wos conquered by tre Gouwrmentchd, Shortly aiier, onotaes
group of Peul clans including the Baribe (surname Bari) and Ferobe (surname
Dicko) moved into the area from Mali., During the 18th century the Ferobe led
a religious revival among the original Psul inhabitants who had become lax in
religious matters during their long period of residence under pagan rulers.
Peul resistance to Gourmantch¢rule was based partly on economic matters and
partly on religious differences, and the Ferobe came to assume a position of
political dominance among the Peul, Wendou, one of the project villages, was
founded and originally the chieftainship was held by Torobe, The Ferobe clan
took over the chieftainship of Wendou even thoush this caused a dispute that

e

rasulted in the e~izration of some of the Torshte, During; t'is cra, Forabe
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also founded Bouloy and Kachirga, two othery villages,

Even though Ferobe leadersnip was not always accepted unanimously, Peul
ethnic sentiment and political resistance erystallized around the Ferobe, 1In
1810 the Dori Peul, under Ferobe leadership and in alliance with Ousman Dan
Fodio of Sokoto, deleated the Gourmantche and founded the emirate of Liptako,
The family of the emir 1s descended from tne Fcrobe leader wno orizinally
started the religious revival in the 18th century,.

Thus, patterns cf cooperation and hierarchy among different Peul clans
date back to the late 18th and early 19th century. The Ferobe were leaders
among the Peul clans almost from the time of their arrival, and they have con-
tinued to hold the chieftainship of the area (the emirate) and of some of the
largest villages in the area, Writing in the late 1940's, P, Delmond described
the relationship between the Ferobe and other Peul clans as comparable to that
between nobles and vassals among the Tuareg, That this sort df relationship
still exists is denied, but I have heard, perhaps half-jokingLy. “Lenyol Bari
na wooda" (The Rari clan [ﬁaribé} is no good) from a Dicko. Peul clans are
endogamous (i.e.‘thef do not usually intermarry) and are thﬁ%hsemi-independent
as social units;‘ Rights to land and cattles are inherited wi£ﬁin the clan, so
the clrnr are séti—inlﬁpjndvnﬁ 1 1oV units,  fasyoretive lroorg 2,0, dn
agriculture, exists only among members of the same family; the clans are inde-
pendent as prodﬁctive unité. But villages and even gquartiers are almost always
mixed, Even a quartier maée up entirely of Peul will includ;Fmembers of several
different ;iansf Thus the clans are interdependent poliﬁically. the smallest-
scale political organization being at the level of the qﬁart;;r. It is here
that inter-clanrréiations are important for the TWIS project which is based ;n
the organization of group projects with group credit under a village committee
with members representing each quartier, |

The relationship between the Peul and other ethnic groups also has its rcots

$e the histary of the rn-ien but in more recent history, The poriod frem 1330 ‘o
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1800 was a time of war butween the Emirate of Liptako and its peighbors to the
south and west., Most of the captives who became the Riymaibe, the serfs or
slaves of the Peul, were taken during that era, Thosse people were drawn from
the Mossi, Gourmantche, and Songhai., It was also during the mid-19th century that
large numbers of Bellah came into the area, They founded Qulo, one of the
project villages, and quartiers in Bouloy and Koria, both project villages.
Although neither Riymaibe or Bellah are formally considered to be subordinant
groups now, they are openly looked down on by Peul whu have no interest in
denying that social inequality exists., Whether economic inequality still exists
and tc what degree, is a matter ror investigation,

In the areas of family economy, group economy and inter-group relations,
the Fulfulde-speaking population of the Dori area differs from those described
in the literature on the Sahel, All of the areas are of importance to an econ-
omic development project for women which is based on notions of group credit
for group projects, Inter-group relations are important for reasons mentioned
abonﬁ?or any village-wide projects, such as wells, which the project may under=-
take, Economic inequality between groups, whether between Peul clans or betwesn
ethnic groups, is of intersst not only to assess whether the groups in question
are competing, 2,0 feo~ land, or to know wiich group is most needy, Tt is
also importnat for simple practical purposes, for example does a particular
group have access to land for an agricultural project (this is particularly
important for women, who do not hold rights to }and independently of their hus-
bands), or does a particular group have access éo enough cattle for a project
in improved processing of milk products to be practical, etc.

A knowledze of family economy:is particularly important because the level
ol femal; economic activity and even the possibility of independent economic
activity by women typically varies with stage in the domo;tic cycle, For ex-

ample, among nomadic Peul, females are considered to be juveniles and are not
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expected to be economically active (except in the service of their mothers
or mothers-in-law) until after the Lirth of their first child, A woman is then
able to set up house as an independent economic unit with full acgess to the
milk of the portion of the husband's herd allotted to her. Women are expected
to be, and generally are active as traders of milk and milk preducts until their
last child is married and a parent, They then retire to the household of a
child, The pattern of activity common among agricultural grcups .n West Afr’'ca
is rather different, Young women may be economicslly active before marriage,
but as young wives their opportunities are generally very limited. House work,
child care, and subsistence farming typically take up so much of a young woman's
timé that she is unable to earn an income, In addition, husbands of young women
ares more likely to object to their wives spending time away from home or to
their having an income. Women typically do not become economically active
(except for subsistence activities) until “middle age™ when they have children
0ld enough to help them with their household work and are secure enough
as wives to overcome any objections. They generally continue their activities
for as long as they are physically able to do so.

The differqngg between these 2 patterns is not simple a éiffarence between
vostoral nonede and selealary agriculturclists, There a;e'm;ny variablos wiich
contribute to tﬁe maintenance of these patterns. Peul women in this area
apparently fit neither pattern. Riymaibe and Bellah women may fit one or the
other, but as neither group has been the subject of intensive investigation
this.i; not known. The point is that it is not possible to form specific
hypotﬁesés regarding patterns of female economic activity or other matters
relevant to project implementation on the basis of a review of the literature on
similar or related groups. The literature on the Dori area is surprisingly
large, but much of it is unavailable, What is available is cursory and con-
tradictory. It is therefore necessary to start from scratch, as it were, to

determine what are patterns of female econcmic activity lefore -eint on to a3rasa



the potential for project impact,

My original work plan called for the completion of a census, economic, and
kinship and social organization surveys of Bouloy : -~  : .. . by the end of
June. It has become apparent that this will not be possible, In the last 2
years, 2 enqugtes have been carried out in Bouloy, one by CVRS and the other by
a TWIS project monitrice. In neither case is the information sufficiently de-
tailed or reliable to provide any real basis for an analysis of women's economic
activities., In both cases questions on sensitive topics were asked directly.
This is considered very rude, and I have been told that people here were offended
by this., In addition, they are fed up with being asked questions because they
have not yet seen any concrete results, Since I will be investigating some of
the same topics in even greater detail it will be necessary for me to procede
with caution, approaching issues gradually and using more time-consuping methods,
such as indirect questioning and participanteobservation.

The second problem in the conduct of my research is communication., Ordi-
marily, investigation of topics which are considered sensitive (in this case,
some economic, kinship, and social organizational questions) is best done
directly; the addition of a third party, the interpreter, between investigator
and inforimant c%ly complicates cutters, In my citv-iion it js impsrative thot T
conduct the investigation myself., It is hignly unlikely that”anyone would
volunteer any iﬁformation on a delicate matter such as inter-éroup conflict
to me through my interpreter because she is the chief's daughter, She is also
~the most taciturn individual I have met here and generally is not of much use as
an interpreter, However, replacing her would mean displeasing the éhief's
family and. bringing an Qutsider because there is no other female in Bouloy who
speaks French, Since I must learn Fulfulde anyway and conduct my investigation
gradually, it is best that I do both togeEher. Information gathéred in that
manner 1is ilmost always of better quality than that obtined using prenared quest-

‘onniires and an interprater, This will mson, howover, thal nmy roqoareh will
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progress slowly until I have sufficient mastery of the language to carry on a
normal conversation,

I have a lot of information on the dialect of Fulfulde that is spoken in
the Dori area, It is from several different sources, and much of it is badly
organized, I have therefore undertaken to re-urganize the information on
grammar and to organize a vocabulary file, both of which are nearly completed,
At present my speaking ability is limited to simple sentence structures and

basic vocabulary.

ITI. Implementation

It is more difficult to sum up work completed to date and future plans in
the area of project implementation, It was necessary for me to create a rols
for myself in an organization that was already functioning on my arrival, and
this is far from finished, Again, this is a delicate matter and must be done
gradually. It is also an area in which I will not be able to be fully effective
until I have su?ficient mastery of Fulfulde to understand for myself what
is going on when I accompany monitrices to the villages where they worke

After their.initial training, the monitrices did enngtes in their villages.,
"~ The enqu%tés we;é in proqr;ss when T arrived and were finishea in January,

There was then a series of meetings with the village committees during which the
broad outlines éf the credif system and the requirements for village animatrices
were explained, The committees were asked if they were williﬁg and able to
choose animatrlces and if they wanted to participate in the credit system. I
attendod some of the meetlnga and have discussed the progress of work in each
village with thg_monitrices. I will breifly summarize the work of each monie

trice by village:

Pendo's village§are Bouloy and Koria, While she was on maternity leave, from
December to mid-March. her villages were taken over by Sumai.

Bouloy--A village comnittee has been forred. The committce has agreed to



9

choose 2 animatrices and has stated that it is interested in obtaining
credit. Possible projects for which credit may be desired are petty
commerce, vegetable gardening and filage. These nrojects have not been
planned in any specifics,

Koria--This a "problem villare," There has bcen a lack of enthusiasm on
the part of the villagers here and I was told that there is no specific

progress lo report,

Sumai's villapes are Mbamra and Wendou.

Mbamga-~There is interest here in projects on weaving and in agriculture,
but there have been no spocific plans made, Mbamga has a problem of food
shortage this year because the rains last year were unusually light,

Wendou--Here specific plans for a small-scale project in commerce have been
suggested by the villagers. There is interest in obtaining credit for the
purchase of kola nuts and millet for re-sale within the village, The suggest-
ion was made very recently and has not been acited on yet,

Idizatou's villages are_Qulo and Peckoy,

Oulo-~There is & village committee which has agreed to choose animatrices
and has expressed an interest in obtaining credit. There are suggestions
for 2 projects here, but neither is very specific yet. There is interest
among the Bellah women in a project in mat-making (¥ypically only Bellah's
do this work) and among women of other ethnic groups there is interest in a
project in filage,

Peokoy--The village committee here has agreed to choose an animatrice ala
though they have stated that they are not interested in obtaining credit
because they feel they do not have the means to repay. There is a serious
problem here with the amount of time required to get water during the dry
season, and the villagers have stated that they want a well,

Amnatou's villages are Kéchirgé and Quro Ahidjo.

Katchirga~~ihe village committee here has stated that water is a serious
problem,. Wnen the mare  (which is very dirty) dries up, the women have to
walk 12 km, to get water.

Ouro Ahid jo--This is the second village in which specific plans for a project
have been made, This is a blanket weaving project, Credit is desired for
the purchase of thread, Again, this suggestion was made only very recently,

Jematou's villages are Deﬁeré‘Talaata and Kampiti,

Debere Talaata--This village has declined to work with the project and the
sous-prefect has not yet chosen another village to replace it,

Kampiti--This was a "problem village™ at first, but a village committee
has been formed, has agreed to choose animatrices and is interested in
obtaining credit. There is intorest here in projects in petty commerce
and filage, but there are no spvcifie suggestions,

Tnreo encadreurs started work with tho project at the beginning of February,
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All the extension agents attended a traininz session in early February which I
also attended, The topics discussed included familiarization with the village,
its organizations, activities, and problems; guidelines for working wtth villare
committees, and finally the formation of a plan for working in villayges from
initial familiarization to formulation of specific projects, This session was
followed by more training exercises conducted by the local project staff, The
extension agents are now beginning to follow a regular schedule of weekly visits
to the villages alternating with days spent working in the office,

To familiarize myself with the experiences of other development projects
working in the area I had a meeting with the former director of FDC and have
made tentative arrangements to have a meeting with the local CIDR workers to
discuss specific projects they have undertaken, I have found discussions of
other projects very useful and hope to follow these up with meetings with other

organizations,



