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1, BACKGROUND 

US and Free World assistance has been provided to the Ministry of Health, 
.SocWelfare ,and Relief (MOH/O) provincia and prefectural health services 
udrthe Provincial Health Assistance Program (PHA) si~nce late 1963, The

level of this assistance rose steadily until1965 when it was levated dramatic. 
alily, as the rapidly increasing tempo of hostilities put more severe pressure on 
the limited Vietnamese capabilities, The build-up of assistance plateaued in
 
late FY67 and should trend downward from that point, Assistance was concen
trated initially on hospital operations where the war's impact was most
 
directly felt. PHPP personnel input has provided essentially an operational/
 
augmentation capability with some advisory activity included. An associated
 
facility construction and renovation effort concentrated initially on hospitals
 
and their surgical elements.
 

PHAP now encompasses the total functions of the provincial health services,
 
through the activities of the hospital and into the district health centers with
 
emphasis on their public health/preventive medicine functions. Assistance has
 
now shifted from augmentation to advisory.
 

Currently 21 Free World Teams (including 91 physicians, 141 nurses, 85technicians) and specialty teams from the US Air Force and the US Catholic Con

ference (including four MDs, nine nurses and 16 technicians) are providing
 
augmentary/advisory services to the MOH's provincial health program. Twenty
three Military Province Health Augmentation Program (MILPHAP) teams (69 physi
cians, 51 nurses and 245 medical technicians) are assigned in South Vietnam.
 
Three Korean preventive medicine teams (10 MDs and 21 medical technicians) are
 

Lproviding expanded health services. Five physicians and two nurses are assigned
 
to provincial hospitals under the International Rescues Committee (IRC) contract;
 
32 volunteer physicians are serviing under the American Medical Association (AMA) 
contract.
 

In summary, a total of 49 teams comprised of 853 persons (213 ,phy.........
 
204nurses, 366 technicians and 70 others) are currently supporting field
 

activities under this project.
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Developing a pool of paramedical personnel to staff the
 
activities of the health services.
 

~Ill. TARGETS AND PROGRESS
SA significant accomplishment over the past year interms of improving the
 

capabilities ofet r to provide comprehensive health servicesto each
 
citizen has been the initiation of a worki g relationship between the Ministry

of Health and the Ministry of Defense (MOD) through the Committee on Joint
Utilization of Health Facilities As a result of the work of this Committee,
138 physicians, 92 pharmacists and 17 health technicians have been detailed
 

full-time to the MOH from RVNAF. In addition, the Ministry of Defense has
 

to each of 30 province hospitals, As a result the total number of physicians
 
available to the MOH at the end of 1968 was 386 in contrast to the 168 onis

board in 1967.t Mr

Utilizaion and MOD representatives have
Hospital facilities will also benefit as Mof 


,
agreed in principle to the oint construcition and uiliztion of hospital
Sfacilities in 3.provinces. Joint utilization of 13 of these facilities is
 

expected this month. Staffing and logistic support for the installations,
 
which will be considered expansions of existing MOH facilities rather than
 
separate MOD installations, have also been agreed upon inprinciple.
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