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1,\·:)1~·!'d__ · 'I'hc~ (~j:r.:)I.lP 1~2';J~)}:-tcll the Gitu~l'i:ion ;:J.S b:.:!ing ornincus in 

fic'.' n.:;.\-" ill a si~lni:Eica!lt p:cop:xction of their chi lc1 popul:t·tion. 
The Jcfi~iancy di~eas0 is xccogni~ed as bcina one oE tile four 
must., p1:~~vaJ.(:rlt nut.citional probleills ill LDCs. I'e. i.i.:Efect;J Elillions 
of chlldcan a~ a leading cause of blindn~ss in thes~ area3. The 
blill..:.l~1CS::'> thiJ.t dev,~1()p3 fro!'ll xerophthalr,lia is irreversible. The 
Phili.ppines L:; one such country in which deficiency in ,this vit2~min 

is widespread among i·ts young I esp8cially in its large nUHlber 
of lov-incume children. 
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~l'C1Chnical "know-ho...,,/to cope \-lith the probl(::'lnl exist~. ~'he AID/·_ 
T1\/f 'Ilorking gJ~ (1.A.lpl reCOlth11E:nL1Cd th(1t P l:Oj ec ·ts t.hat s C:!f.,!k to un- ' . 

der!jt~U1d unCI prorLlot:e imlJl em('~ntation of Vi·tam"i.n 'A use in t~r':J(:!t 

populations be sU1?pol~t0.d. 

Currently -he government of Bar~ladesh i s engugod in n program 
eradic..:...tE:~ x (~rophthaLnia througl'lOl t 'their country. iJ:'hc progra m 
is'targeted toward infunts ~nd pr e -school chIldr en a~d is don
duct E:d uhrough the nE:lti-lOrk of m::tlcL).:"ia \'lo .i:-kel~s long established 
in ·th ~!t c o un..try. Unfortunately, no definitive a.l"tc~rna~ive COD t . .' 
and b enefits e8tim~tcs wore condrtctcd or planned in con junctioti 
wit1, this program. Information ohtainod f rom ·thi s Sm::lll RCS(::!al:ch 
)roj I2ct \·,iLI. he gr t-il 'l:ly helpful in planning fm})sequent xert)ph- . 
thalri'lia 81:adica·tioll p :cogrc.uns. 

Th0 study affords the opportunity 1:0 obt6.in R valudble re'l.. U:i:'n 

of inf ormation within a short time fra. 2 from a very modest ~~~ . 
vcstm~n·t . 
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