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Problem:  Requoast for agproval off Small ch Projoect: "Cost/
Fifcctivennss of Controlling V iL A Deficiency”.,

‘.a.'

i ‘ Rx. Hichuwol Lothan end e, Davey M. Doykin of the
‘JJ‘;‘.M.;;L Sercol of Mubtvilion C()?’“.H(,‘t.j_l Tffu' versity oave ongaged
in o & Lour~“huu@d planaing model oo the Philippines

in vwuioeh thzy wills (L) determine the incideaca of woroph-
thalwie (vitawin A deficlency blindness), (2) woclyre {03 various
ftactors associated with the discese (3) conduct coct/effootiveness

and othexr analysis of poszible nutritional dntexvenbions and {(4)

evelyuta iticnad Donaefits of climenating wesophchalnin,

L

prejant was indtiated about o yoar cgo in 12 barvics in Cabu
Proilinpines.  'Wo date, a sociovcononic and wodical survey
nas baon conducted on LZ00 children aged 6-1z and 500 childraa

agod =15 e, PID-ds baing askoed Lo '

sunrnnt i analysis of this colluctcd SOV
Iatn. e hao carcvied cut ob Connall

tha ol aver ] : Univaersis Othey pnots of
sreseat are Doing supported %v WD, Cebu Ilu(!iﬂtc of Medicine,
I

noll University, and the Wational Sclence Develon:
of the Thrilinpines.

o . s AXD/TA/N has had a swall wortiting gmiv study  the
seriouincss of Vitanmin A Geficiceney and xoeronunthoalmia avound tha
worid. ' The group roported the situation as bolng omincus in
Sevoral LUIs.  Certain areas of the world show Vitamin A de-

Llc mrnzy in a significant proportion of their c¢hild population.

CIINY fluJJan disease is rcecognized as boing once cof the four
most pravalent nutcitional problems in LDCs. 1Tt affects millions
of childron as a leading cause of blindness in these areas. The
blindness that develops from xerophthaimia is irrceversible. The'
Philippines is one such country in which deficicncy in this vitamin
is widespread among its youny, especially in its large nuuber
of low-income children.
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derstand and promote implementaticon of Vitamin A use in target
populations bz supported. ;

Currently the government of Bangladesh 1s engaged in o program
eradicate xcrophthalmia throughout their country. ‘The program
is’ targeted toward infants and p*o—“~huo1 children ard is con-
ducted through the network of malaria workers long established

Tochnical "kﬁow—how/lo cope with the proh}@m exists. IThelATD/ | il
- TA/N working chup?recomncndcd that plojects that sepk to un-

in that countkry. Unfortunately, no definitive alternative cost

and benefits estimates were conducted or planned in conjunction

with this program. Information obtained firom this Small Reseaxch

Project will be greatly helpful in planning subseguent xeroph-
thalmia eradication programs

The study affords the opportunity to obtédin a valuaehle return

of information within a short timz frame from a very modest in--
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