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,~ TA/PPU: JIJumltng 

\pri1 1, 1916 

TO: AA/rA, }lr.Curtis Farrar 

fROH : TA/AGR, Leon F. Hesse'r~ 
;' l1bjcd: Sm '111 fanner Harkfting Problems Projec,t 

Pr bl .:: m: During the joint TAB - LA Bur e au Conference in Cali, 
Ii ~ ,JS f ' ClJ ll1lll - nd .::d that TAB direct more resources to the study of 

smal l f~rm croppi ' 2 systems, 

Oi ' Cli ! . il)n: lWCAP hAs requestcd TAB/AGR/ESP identify a lDarketing 
~r~ ci~lis t to work at CATIE (Tropical Agricultural Center for Re-

(:,11' c h .11 d Tr:Jilli,n~) a s a membct' of :'10 interdisciplinary team 
, n11 1J , I i ng CI pping systems reseo'neh at CATn: a nd in the five Ceritral 
A. rl'j,: .1n C I llntri .p s - Guatcmala, 1-;1 SalvadO', 11c,"lJur.1s, Nicilragua and ' 
r o ~; 101 Ri c A. The speci i3 1ist's responsibilities would be to develop 
l'l ('lhod o h Jg ies for iqcntifying, :l11alyzing and solving marketing 
I'l' obl .:ms force d by small f.umers utilizing present as \~el1 a s ne w 
l ' t u r 1 1 ng . y :.; tClllS to be IlcV I1 10pcd as a result of the ROCAP/CATIE 
[ 1 oj c t. This rCf}uest provides an opportunity for 'J'AH/AGR/'t~SP to 
s t dy the ' ubsistence f~nner decision making c riteria relative to 
tl.c 11l.1 r h · 1 ing o f his products and the ex isting ma rketing system 
I..ithin v;:trious naLional, ecological and t:.thnic situ.1tions in 
Ce'llral Ame rica under existing pr oduction conditions 3nd when new 
hi glll' r in c ome rroclucti,o n' systems involving non traditjonal crop~ are 

dl:velopf:d. 

nlis proj ' ct is consistent with TA/AGR/ESP's st udy of the problems 
of s m.111 [ ;J nners <lnd it is closely 3s t. ocird,cd with the study f 
t e chllical ch 3nge in 3gdculture :.tnd its e ffe c ts on the level 'Jf 
': 1 pl nylllc nt and the distribution of inc ome, especially the incomes 

o f the l'ur"'ll poor. 

ROCA P h3s supporte d regionwide general ma rketing studies of basic 
fo od CI'OpS a nd non traditional products through SIECA, and an ex­
pert m<lrketing technical assistance program through ICAITI and 
SIECA. The basic gralns study was utilized by the C.A. Ministers 
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of Ag iculture as b.:lc kgrollnd .111alY8i8 upon which 3 rcgiol\wide de­
c ision wa s made to be come self-sufficient in basic grain by 
It) O. The non tr.1tlitionai prQlillc lJ study identified five high prof­
it vrod uction oppo rtunities - toma t o, chile peppers, ,p anuts, pine­
.. pp lc :111.) Y U'I.: 3 - th a t can be produc ed on 51n.111 fm'ms. The CATIEI 
HOCAP c r opping sy s t e ms r e s e arch will be focused on the development 
o f i mpr ov ed cropping s ys tems, combining one or more basic food " LOPS 

with olle o r more no n t r .1r1iti o na l prodllcts into r e l i able high profit 
I, ,' lI1l0 l oe i c a l p ; l t:k a ~ s :lcl.1pL ed loc ally Spe C ifica lly for' use by large 
llu lli lJ l' S o f sma ll fa r m ope l' tor s. 'l'le r e ques t ed l1lar ke ting specialist 
wo uld be i nvolve d wi t h the ma rk e ting problems associated with these 
crops in l oc al, regi ona l .1ntl ex po~t lDarke ts. 

The IJI'Hkf'L sp" c i",li s t will work on methodologies and analyses of 
11I.1l kdillg iLutl Li ,) ns ,1 t CATIE and in a nearby test Cl rea of small 
f otlllS, lie \~ ill .1 150 be expe ct e d to conduct studies in three or 

111,)1 " of the f i ve C' ntr ::J I Americ an countries ",h e re CAriE will as­
!; i :,t 11 3l1011.1 1 rese.1rc he rs conduct c 'copping sy s t em field tri a ls 
UI' 0 r ,l i r fl.'L c ll t ,!co l og i c .1l, produ c tio n .1 nd infr;)st ructure situ­
,Jl i l l1 S on .lIa ll f at'lIIs . 

'\ IHd l l' r lHllpllt: of lhis pr o j e ct will be a r ese ar ch r e port S lIlQ­

nl:l f' i z l ng I' h e m Ih odol ng i e s dev e loped by t he inv E:s tig a tor during 
lh e pro j ed. '11lis Le I u r t \"ill be useful to TAB in i t s Cff'OI ' ts 
t o 1I l1,l r rs l :1nd Ule 5111.:.111 f a r mer's marketing situation a nd approa­
chI's LO t he solu t ion of h i s problems as a mea ns of a s s i s ting him 
s i L: 111 ric.1I1t ly i ncrease his· ' i ncome. 

F i gh t ee n t echni ci.-:lIl mon ths of servic e s a re illvol ve d in the proj ect 
,It :111 es l iln ~1 t (, J ,os t of $9 6,450. 

Il e 

0'1:"/ ' :" 1 \ Ii', , ' \' ./ 

Tl1 ;) t you .1pprove the at tachecl proj e c t proposal. 

APp,ove~~ 
Dis a pp r oved 

. Date~~{ 2~J!!-.,_ 
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MerrlOrandurrl 
1'A/pru, Mr. John Gunnin,g _, 
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TA/AGR, Leon F. Hesser . 

DATE: May 4, 1976 

,URJI':cr: ':'ransmi t tal of PIOI'l', Small Farmer Marketing Problems 

I 
S010·ltO 

Attached is a PIOIT to cover an aspect of the Expanded Program 
for Economic Analysis. In the study of small farmer marketing 
prollems, the n~ture of the field investigation has been dev­
eloped in coordination with ROCAP in Guatemala. They have 
agreed to bE tile ~ctlon agency in obtaining an investigator and 
integrat1nc theDe efforts wIth other ongoing activities at CATIE 
ln Co;:;ta J<jea. 

The re~ion2} 1nvlicaticns of this effort are favorable for a 
sprcE.d effect in the utiljzation of the results. Also it will 
Rllow study cf several areas of differing agricultural economics 
::lIlO Godal conditions. 

It js understood th~t t~is project will utilize funds from the 
Expnnctcd Program but will be treated as an individual entity. 
With ROCAP as the implementing agency, there is no need for a 
contract. However, when the funds are reserved, ROCAP will 
need to complete a Pro-Ag or comparable obligating document for 
tile services. It:l.s intended that this effort be approved in 

Attached 1~ a copy of the Action Memo on this project whereby 
AAITA apprcved the project on 4/26/76. 

ThIs will be a one time activity with total funding being 
prov:tded by t hj s PIO/T. 

Attachment: a/s 

BIlY U.S. Saving.r Bonds Rettl/arty on th, Payroll SIIV;"&S Pliln 
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