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This Project Paper is pre!icuted in ~ccordance with the special accc] eratcd 
track 1·or small projects of less than $200,0UO coutcmpl .lted in Chapter 7 
of Handbook 3 (piigC 1:...i). We h~we attempted to follow the spirit of the 
guidance iu prcsentiug only the essential elcruent.s necessary for a conscientious 

review in accordance with fulfill iug the Agcucy 1 s legal <.Uld procedural 

1·eq uircmeu ts • 

Reconunc uJa tlon 

Grant 

,Total ucw AID obligation:.> 

L25,0UO 

$ 25,000 

A.uthori~dtion for unilateral obligation. 

Desc1~.iption of the Pro jcct. 

The purpose of this project i!> to proviJc the poor with informJ.tiu11 on their 

legal rights aud how to obtain them. Hesources provided unJer r .. ;s !Jr'Oject 

liill -be ~~30_ su1·port d.Cti vi ci(!s .. .of. attorneys dedicatt::_4.-J:£_E.!?_i!?.!'..~_ug ~he 

J!2Pl' auJ .specifically ·the Oepartn!en t of Le;~Jl. Ass i::; t..u1ce ( Departame11 to :le 
Practica y AsistencL1 Legal - DEPAL)of the T:atholfr Lniversit:y ct Chi.le. 

This project is directly su~Jporti ve of the Adu1iuis trator 1 s rccormncn,.:e.f 

initiatives c~mtaincd in AlDlO CIRC A-6b7 of 9 December 1975. 

AssLt:ance will be prov; ~ed to DEPAL's community extension activities to: 

1) CO..!!f!~.c-~ __ ;; __ scininar_ fc_r_).awye.rs outside of the as!.>is tanc..t! to the poor 
area in order to c.1.pvraise them of the way in 'l>i1ich they can take swift ,uiJ 

effective action wi tll a minimum extH!ndi ture of time to help low income 
clients before referring them to the free litigu.tion services of th~ CL ilec.JJI 

Bar A::>socia tiou ( \X>legiu Je Abogados); 2) prepctre a collc9_tiof! of. ... s_iniplc 
l!J£al.~~s_-!_es on topics of general interest to the -i)oor to be published 

in a local newspaper in a detachable booklet form: und 3) help to devt>lop 
a. 11 Case book 11 to Ser_ Ve uS a re[~r~~_£C WOl'k anJ teaC~),.ing~tOOl--f Or-p-eo-p.1,e -
deaf.Uig' with recurriug legal. problems of the poor. 

ConsiJera tion is beiug given to carrying out these activities in the context 

of a "Legal Assis t44ucc to the _Poor .ttonth 11
• April 1977 is the most propitious 

opportunity to holJ the semiuar and publi<:ih a compendium of articles riving 
an overyiel! of. rights uf _t~,ie. p~or in selected legal fiells, e.g. l,!l_Q_<,?r, 

lan.µorJ-tenw1t, anJ crimiual law. This will be the sixth am1iversary of 

DEPAL's weekly legal page ia "La Tercera de la llor<.1. 11
, <w.d the 4JrJ anniverst.l.ry 

of the euactltLeut of the final text of the Rules of the Organic Law of the 
Colegio Je AbogaJos. 
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At the cnJ of this project approximately 7u ,uuo uewspa1H~r supplenicn ts will 

have beeu dis tributcd to the poor both through the 11ews1;apcr am.i separately, 

The:-;~ will give theu. au overview of the.Lr rights auJ W<tys i11 which they 

can exc~~~~-~~--!J1cse _ _rj.ght::; iu ::;elected ficl Js such os T.i.i50-r·;·1ai1-Jroi·d..::·tenant, 

auJ crimiua.l 111attcrs. · AdJitioui.l.1 sensitivity wiH have been created within 

the legal conunuui ty a11d geueral pub1 ic concerniu~ the legal ri~htc; of the 

poor an·l ways of <Attuiuioi:; these rights. The J oc.al lc~aJ community wil I 

have i.Ul opportunity to lcaru of recent developments iu the U.S. in processing 

indigent cases 011 thl! fcJeral ..uHi st<Ate l evcl s. ldso, the first s tel'S wi 11 

have beeu taken to pro vi de law students anJ the J egul commuai ty with the 

basic infonuatiu!l to increase efficiency in <.t.ss.is tiag low income cl icu ts. 

Given the need for low i 11come groups to rccei vc very low cost or free 

compl:tent lcg<il <.1.Jvicc for their recurring probl~'!S the Hissiou strongly 

believes that this activity is i!ppropriatc anJ shoulJ move forwarJ speedily. 

Although the requirements arc great and substantial loug term involvement 

might be justificJ, we coul.7ur in the Administrator's advice that: 11 The 

problems requiriHg vur 1.Lttc11tio11 are not best treateJ by large doses of 

money, but a c..:imbiuati1.>n of reL.1.tivdy small anll'Unts uf money anJ a number 

of highly motivi.l.t~Li ctud competent people 11
• Iu thi5 spirit the Missio11 

recommc11Js that AID U.HJertak~ a short term ,J.11.J tightly focusscJ project 

to demo11strutc u.S. ::;upi;urt for the efforts of DEPA.L, ;ud the CliiJ eou Bar 

A:s~ociation, aimeJ t.1.t i1roviJiug leg<li advice aud :>ervict-s to low income 

groups. 

Spauish lah' recog11iz.cd the nee'-! for leg.Li assist<wce fur the p·:i,,:ir L.Hlc' 

before Chilec.Lll inJcpenJe11cc. These p1·ecepts have bct.'11 fol lowcJ thr..:iu,:hout 

ChileaH history. ~iucc lb75 juJgcs h<.tVC haJ tile power to ,!c'T<uit in.ligcuts 

anJ persons detaillcd in crirnin<.1.l <ictions the Ppri7iJ ege uf ;1ovcrty,. in orJer 

to litigate without payli1ent of t.DCc::; &id other court cos ts. The Cu Jc 0f 

Civil Procedure promu.Jg.itcJ ;)O Au~ust 28, l'J(l2 coatiuues to reguldt•~ ti.is 

judicial or,iered "privilege of poverty". Th1.~ fi1kll text of the rlulcs of 

the Organic Law of the C0legio (April :LS, 1~34) cont<l.ins the L.1.tcst 

codific.i.tiou of the beue1 its grai1tcd by "privilege of poverty". Law ')520 

of December 1YJ4 gave this privil.:,ge to all client::; of the Colegio 's 

Judicial Assistance s~rvice and re;.i.f firmed the Col cgio 's ob t iga t ion to 

create anJ maiHtaiu free services for the poor auJ supervise tho<ie LiYi)'ers 

4_esig1~!-cd___Q_y_)a1:1 !:_Q__!,ls_sis_t perso11s eujcyiug _tJ~~ pri_~ilege of po_ver:t)'.. 

The Colcgiu 's buJgct su1iports the JuJicial Assistance Service. The gredtest 

part of its funding comes from the 1~a_t:_~_~n<:l_~t..iJget. · 

Catholic University's Legal Assis Li.nee Center was establishcJ in late 1970 

un.der an agreerneut between t le university aHd the International Legal Center. 

No at ternpt is maJc to proviJe for the vast legal needs of the nt.1.tion • s 

marg.; nal cl as scs 11or dues it aspire to be the Lav !:ichool 's version of the 

Colegio 's Judicial Ass is tun cc Service. DLPAL simply attempts to show what 

can be done to r<Li!:>C the c011sciuusness of Chile's m.1rginal classes and 
--~----------·- --·~----~-·------------------- -· - - . - --------
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young la~£_rs to the fact that quality legal ass is taucc does not dercnd on 

a clieut 1 :> fin<411cial rcsuurccs. Siucc J\pri I 1 Y71 D~~PAL h...1s bt::.en pub! ishing 

a weekly <1rtic l c iu "L1 Tercert.1. de 1 t.1. llora 11
, Lt. 11etripi11:cr widely rc«J by 

poor peop1 c, covering conuno11 l cgi.d prr_,o:J ~Ills of gcuc:ru.1 int er cs t. 

The Colcgio's JuJici .. .d ·Assi:staucc Service is oriented to advucatc rrocecdi11gs 

for the pour i11 actu;d cul1rt cuscs. lll:.PAL 1 s couccrus differ in that tlley 

t;Ii1iu auJ nioti vatc upp~r y~ar l~ _s t~l~~-s-~011cerni11g the I ep:a.J needs of th c 

poor. Iiltt'i~·prucc-;·;-th.cy.ilt-t~m1·t to aJJrcss whl pr1Jvi~ic .tdvicc 011 the wi ic 

range of day tu day needs of the poor (e.g. L.u1JlorJ tenant disputes, ::;ccLtl 

security cluims, scttle111c11t of a deceased rcL1tive's at'L1irs, etc.). DLPP.L 

through lcgi!l ass is taucc off ices loct.1. tcd i11 "caJ L.1mpas 11 (marg i 11al urb,111 

areas), helps proviJe the basic orieutatiou 11ceJcJ by poor cl i.cnts before 

cou.rt proceedings ttrc ucces sary uuJ, when neccss ary, refers indi1~cn t clients 

to the Golegio 1s Judicial AssistaJ1cc Service for actual litigation. 

~iven the long established an.! recoguiz.ed priucip le of lcgaJ ass is ta11ce 

L
for the poor auJ thecpoli.tical nature of the pruposeJ i.l.Ctivity, the Mission 

d0cs not currently perceive any reason not to move witl~ this project. 

Given the mudest <..U11uuut uf AID <issist..i.ucc proposed a11J the ccrre:sponJtni: 

implcmc11t<itio11 flexibility which is appropri.1te, the Mission believes 

unilaterill. obligutiou of funJs for a grc.u1t directly to DLPAL .b v.JvisubJ e 

anJ warra11 tcJ.. 

The His::;ion prop1..)ses tu C..trry out tlii:-; activity iu the fol lo· .. 1ing rr1<llll":' . 

A Grant Agret~1ne11t wll l be si/!ned between the C1..il_::~. ~~ ~l1_1..1P;i !u:-; 7 De1«1rt.u11cr1~:', 

Je Prd.ctic<l :t A:-.i ... t~11CL1 !:::>'Li 1.'I CJth0lic LlliVl'rsity ,ud the Missio11. This 

agreement will proviJc utltcr cost financing <lS fol 101.,rs: 

Ac ti vi ty f..s.ti111uted Contribut101, 

A.. Reutal of 11\l~eting rL.1ce, 
sU!Jplies, etc. 

B. Iuvit...Ltioual tr<.Lvd for two or 
three represcutc.itivcs from 
D.EPAL arid tile Cul cgiu de AboguJos 

to vi::;it auJ gai11 first ha11J 
knowleJge of the opera tio11 of two 
legal ass is tauce sys tcms in the 
U.S. (e.g. New York Ll.ild California) 

A. I. D. 
~-~~•o•• 

J,000 

5' 00() 

* See AJmcx for detail on how estimates were deri vcJ. 

J,300 

l,Wv 
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Activi!,Y 

A.J.D. Chilean * 

Co Guest Lecturers 
.i 

; 

8jl000 6, 750 

11 Compe.nJiwn of legal right::; in 
selecteJ fielJ:; :;uch a::> labor, 
land.lord-teuaut, aud criminal 
law. 

A. UpJ.ating and editing articles 
published over the l<.1..st 6 
years. 

8. Devclopmcut of 11cw materials 

C. Publicatiou of three weehly 
uew!'.>vapcr suppJ cmeuts for 
distributiuu i11 the newspaper 
a.111.i scparutcly. 

600 

900 

l 
15,UUO 17,700 

III. Deve11.1pmt!nt of 11 ca.se b •. H;ik 11
• 

A. Legal text, urticlcs, etc. 
auJ prCJJarati011 of draft. 

B. Printing of "ca.::;e book 11
• 

2,uoo 7,400 

TOTAL $56,bSO $ 25,000 $ Jl '850 

DEPA.L will pro vi Jc the b ulh. of the personnel nceded.l. to carry out the work 

mentioned above. Incl uJcd will be the donation of IJl·ilpcr from 0 La Tercera 
de la Hora 11 to print the compendium in three successive Sunday issues, 
and the a&sigrnucut of 'uiy royalties for monetary rights by the authors 
responsible for the origiuoJ articles. The combine<Ifi value ot' this 

contri butiou <.1.UJ saLiries of people on in vi tationai travel .is ex.pee te J 
to reach over $Jl,UOU . 

. ~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.--~ 

\ * See Annex for detail on how estimates were dcriv~d. 
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Ve woulJ hope thu t ui l the prcpara tiop·· could be comp! etcd in order to 

hold the ~cmiuar J.urlug AprU 1977 - tht! forty-tUr,! auuivcrsary of the 

final text of the l(ulcH of Orgu.n.i.c Law of the Colcrio illd sixth auniversary 

of DEPAL'~ weeldy legal assistance articles. This woulJ require a tight 

timetable approxinic.&.tclY. as follow::.: 
l 

Submis3iou of Project Paper 

- Review of Project Paper 

- Allot11u.rnt of the fuuJiug ($25,000 
currcutly contained in the l"Y 1Y77 
Con;;;res~ion<.u' Prescnt<.i.tion, p<.1.ge 59) 

Signature of Grant Agreement obligating 
$25,000 

lnitLtte research needed to compile, 
upJ.ate and eJit' articles ou selected 
legal f ielJs of interest to the poor 
for three wcckJy uewspaJ?Cr suµplcmcuts, 
anJ the 11casc 1.Jook '' 

Invi tatioual tr •. wel 

Cumple tiou of ucwspa1n!r supplements 

Iu.itiatiou of first three weekly <.sticlcs 
of the anthulogy 

Seminar 

Complete re::;earch on "case booh 11 

Final bills presented illtd paiJ, 
liquiJ.ation of aJvances, etc. 

Evaluation of the impact of the project 
in creating a greater awareuess of the 
legal rig,hts of low income inJiviJuc:ds 
and groups anJ es tabl ishiug a base upon 
which greater ilCCessibili ty is eucourCJ.ged 

·fl.ov-.!mbcr ic;, JIJ76. 

hovcmbcr 26, 1~76. 

December I, 1976. 

December lo, 1~76. 

December 13, 1976. 

January 15 to February 15, lY77. 

March lb, 1977. 

April 4, 1977. 

April 22~24s 1977. 

May 13, 1977, 

Jun«? 1, 1977. 

.July lY77. 
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ANNEX 

Estimate of Chilean contribution 

1) Dia count hotel facilities for 
;, 

50 attendees (50 X 2 nights X 

$ 10) 

2) Registration fef:!s (50 X $ 10) 

3) Donated time for organization 

(1 attorney X $600 X l month + 

2 staff assiatants X $400 X 

1. 5 1nonth) 

·B Salaries (2 attorneys X $600 X 

1 month) 

C Donated time ( 15 speakers X $600 

X • 25 month) 

II A Salaries (2 attorneys X $600 X 

.. 25 month + 2 secretaries X $300 

X • 5 month) 

B Salaries (4 attorneys X $600 X 

~ 25 month + 2 secretaries X 300 

X .. 5 month) 

C 1) Paper 

2) Proofing, etc. (2 attorneys 

X $600 X l month) 

1,. 000 

500 

11) 800 

15, 000 

1,, 200 

' ~ ~ -

\.tic &'vvr 

3, 300 

1,200 

2, 250_ 6, 750 

600 

900 

16,200 ! 7, 700 
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III A Salaries (3 attorneys x $(>00 

x 1 month) 
/ 

l, 800 
, 

B l) Proofing (2 attorneys X $600 X 

., S month) 600 

Z) Printing ( 1, 000 copies x 55) 5, 000 

$ 31, 850 


