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II. Narrative 

A. ·Review Procedure 

A review of the current status of the Agricultural Development 
Councils' (A/D/C) Re search and Training Network (RTN) was carried 
out by the Project Manager, William C. Merrill, on July 15, 1976. 
This PAR reflects the July 15 review and a subsequent review based 
o~ A/DIC an~ual reports of seminars held to date carried out on 
Septe~ber 30. 

B. Utilization and Impact to Date 

The approval of the A/D/C - RTN project in June, 1975 came after 
a period of approximately 9 months during which time the project was 
evaluated carefully and discussed extensively with the regional bu­
reaus. During the six month period prior to the project extension 
no new seminar activities were planned. The July - December, 1975 
period was spent redirecting project activities in response to re­
gional bureaus' suggestions. An RTN Program Committee consisting of 
AID, university, and international agencies representatives was ap­
pointed. This Committee has played an active role in advising; the 
A/D/C on program direction and reviewing specific seminar proposals. 

During ~he past year the A/D/C has done an excellent job of build­
ing closer working re lat ions with AID, designing seminar programs more 
relevant to AID's interests, and i9volving more LDC professionals in 
the program. Somewhat less progress has been made in involvin~ younger 
U.S. professionals in the A/D/C - RTN program. A number of senior pro­
fessionals are now aware of this problem, however, and actions are being 
taken to change this situation during the coming year. 

Since January, 1976 six major seminars have been held: 

a. Two on cooperatives, The Small Farmer and Rural Development 
ffi23/76 in New York and 7 /16/76 in Wisconsin). 

b. Time Allocation in Rural Households with Special Emphasis on 
the Role of Women (2/2/76) in Hyderabad, India). 

c. Risk and Uncertainty in Agricultural Development (3/9/76 in 
Mexico). 

d. Improving Ruminant Livestock Product ion on Small Holdings 
(6/13/76 Morrilton, Arkansas, Winrock Center). 

e. Household Studies in Asia (8/2/76 in Singapore) 
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Total participants to these ·seminars. was 169 persons. In addi''tion 
support was provided for 11 participants in other seminars related to 
economic development. Smaller planning workshops were held on cooper­
atives, data collection, and international training. 

Publication ·during the past year include: 

a. Seminar report on field data collection in developing 
countries 

b. Reprint of Wolf Ladejinsky's, The Green Revolution in 
Bihar - The Kasi Area: A Field Trip - and The Green 
Revolution in Punjab: A Field Trip 

c. Monograph on Field Data Collection in the Social Sciences: 
Experiences in Africa and the Middle East 

d. Monograph on International Training in Agricultural Eco­
nomic Development 

Several seminar reports are in the writing or publication stage and 
a French translation of the Monograph on Field Data Collection is being 
prepared by TA/AGR/ESP. 

Efforts to speed the publications of seminar and workshop reports 
have been reasonably successful given A/D/C capacity and the need to 
rely on the willingness of professionals to undertake such work in 
their spare time. The 8/2/76 seminar on household studies in Asia 
emphasized papers prepared by young professionals in Asia. A similar 
effort to involve young professionals will be used in the proposed 
seminar on rural financial markets to be held in 1977. 

The following seminars are being considered for 1976··77: 

a. Minimum Information Systems for Agricultural Development 
in Low Income Countries (12/5/76 in Oxford, U.K.) 

b. Cooperation, Small Farillers and Development 

c. Agricultural Sector Analysis (11/8/76 in Singapore) 

d. Irrigation Policy and the Management of Irrigation Systems 
for the Indian Subcontinent 

e. Rural Financial Markets (August 77) 
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f. Training Nee'ds in Agriculturai' Development 

g. Wolf Ladejinsky Symposium (Oct. 77 with IBRD) 

h. Population and Development 

D. Management Considerations 

An evaluation of the A/D/C - RTN program must be completed at the 
end of the second year of the program. The design of the evaluation 
should be st/arted in early 1977 and the project evaluation team iden­
tified by June, 1977. The final report of the evaluation team should 
be available by September 1977. 
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trade, as \..'ell as allocation of resources to accelerate techno1.og:i.c;:iJ.. cJ-w.nges. An 
initial focus in curricnll.1:11 development will be on ac;ricultural policy in devclop·­
ing countries including :i.srmes of production incentives, land policy, administra­
tion of agricultural programs, and the :.i.nterrDJ.r,tionship~. of population, cmployr:1ent. 

arfd economic deveJ.opwnt, 

During the·, firf;t year) the seminars, ·workshops, and experiments in curr.i.culmn 
development d.ll or.:! pro5r2;n1rred in the U.S. However, p.::·0fession£~l W.lent w:5.ll be 
screened frcm ft;;:;uJ.rch and educ~i.t:i..011al ostablish!:·:ent.s within the U.S. ar;d 
abrcnd. Particular attention will be given. to p;.ofessional p<::Tsonnel presently 
wo:ddng on ll. S. AID ag1·icul tural economic resee.rch act:L vi tics, Beg:i.nu:i.ng in the 
second year, so~;:e act:i.vitiefJ will be p:cogc0Itilrcc1 ctbro:-i.d in coopt::rat~.on with 
reGione.l bure:tus .sncl sped. fie cciuntry J•tission.s, · 

CllQ.'e~~....:2!:z1.t~I:_: Since initiation of: the prog:r.«.;.m in JuJy 1970, the contractor -
AgricuJ.tural DE;velopment Council - has est::i.b.Lished. a st8ering cormn:i. ttee 01.. 

( Drr:>. Mosher, Eicher, Ruttan and. Coutu; has announced the new program and rsquested 
""- interested parU.cipa.r,ts to file an expression of i"1terost; At the first rn-3et:i.ng 

of the steering co:11mi tt8e on August 11, the group identified S8minar ·chairmen and 
selected tentative dates for three reseai'ch areas including sector' pla.n..Yling and 
rm·al employrtlent, as· well as markets and. trade. A, general steering comr.tl ttee 
meeting is plar..ned on October 9, to structure tho tra:i.ning co:mponent of tf.e 
network.. · 

TA/ AGF: A.JCoutu: 8/18/70 


