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SANA'A (ID)
 
Department of State
 

Wa..hington, D. C. 20520
 

Contract No. AID/NE-C-1304 Yemen
 
Activities Report No. 55, August 1-15, 1979
 

PROGRESS:
 

1. 	The broken irrigation pump was not repaired until August 10.
 
Several project personnel worked full-time on this problem.
 

2. 	The last of the fertilizing in fields A, B, and C was 
completed

during this period. This is behind schedule but could not be

prevented due to lack of irrigation water for applying after
 
fertilizing.
 

3. 	Farm laborers began watching for birds which eat at exerted
 
sorghum heads.
 

4. 	 Completed thinning test sorghum in Field D.
 

5. 	Some light sprinkles of rain occurred at the Sanaa Research
 
Farm during this period.
 

6. 	Continued cutting sorghum . sudangrass plots for forage yild
 
measurement.
 

7. 	Continued taking.bloom notes in Fields A and B at 
the Sanaa farm.
 
')utreach tests were also visited to determine dates of blooming.
 

8. 	Continued spraying against aphids.
 
9. 	Rearranged laboratory and storage areas 
in preparation for a
 

large Land-Sea container of project supplies due to arrive.
 

PROBLEMS:
 

1. 	Local project employees received i salary on August 1, their
 
normal salary day. Additionally no funds were available for
 
purchasing commodities locally. 
This was at the worst possible

time to be without project money, right in the middle of the
 
season with Darts needing to be purchased to fix the broken pump

and 	birdwatchers needing to be hired 
to protect the research
 
crop.
 

2. 	The broken irrigation pump was out of order for three weeks.
 
This was during the hottest part of the growing season. Strong,

dry 	winds predominated thruout. 
How this will effect the overall
 
growth and yield results remains to be seen. The fertilizing
 
program got way off schedule and the urea 
could not be applied

at the same time throughout the fields, making yield results that
 
much less reliable. Additionally, the seedling growth in Field D

has been noticeably reduced due to lack of water during a very

important phase of it's season.
 



PLANS:
 

1. 	Complete fertilizing with urea in Field D.
 

2. 	Continue taking field notes at the Sanaa Research Farm and on
 
the Outreach tests.
 

3. 	Begin selfing and crossing at the research farm when appropriate.
 

4. 	Harvest forage tests as required.
 

5. 	Hire more birdwatchers.
 



SANA' A (ID) 
Department of State
 

Washington, D. C. 20520
 

Contract No. AID/NE-C-1304 Yemen
Activities Report No. 56, August 16 - 31, 
1979
 

PROGRESS:
 

1. 	Completed fertilizing in Field D.
 

2. 	 Continued taking field notes at the Sana'a research farm.
 
3. 
Began selfing and crossing of test and nursery sorghum.
 

4. 	 Birdwatching and weeding activities continued.
 

5. 	Sana'a received more 
light rain during this period.
 
6. 	Eid-el-Fitr, a Moslem holiday marking the end of Ramadan was
from August 23-26. 
Local employees, except birdwatchers, did
not 	work during this time.
 

PLANS:
 

Continue routine farm operations such as irrigating, birdwatching and weeding as well as 
data taking, selfing and crossing.
 



SANA'A (ID)

Department of State
 

Washington, D. C. 20520
 

Contract No. AID/NE-C-130. Yemen

Activities Report No. 57, September 1(_ 15, 1979
 

PROGRESS:
 

1. 	Continued selfing and crossing at the Sana'a research farm.
 

2. 	Continued taking bloom notes.
 

3. 
Most of the sorghum-sudangrass forage test was cut for the
second time during this period.
 

4. 
Continued irrigation, birdwathing and weeding.
 
5. 	Construction details of the Al Jeroubah farm complex were
worked on. 
 This includes residence renovation and construction
of a pumphouse, generator house, garage, warehouse and water
tower. 
A new well must also be prepared at Al Jeroubah.
 

PROBLEMS:
 

Due to unavailable project funds no daily-hire farm laborers could
be hired this year, as was done in the past, for birdwatching. 
This
is being done this year by the permanent laborers. Since birdwatching is 
a full time job its been difficult keeping up with other
farm duties such as weeding.
 

PLANS:
 

1. 
Continue selfing and crossing activities, field note taking
and routine farm operations such as irrigation, birdwatching

and 	weeding.
 

2. 
Continue preparing construction specifications for the Al
Jeroubah farm.
 




