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I. INRTRODUCTION have
Weather conditions in Tunisis during the past two yesrsfiss created »
situction that 4s affecting the production of beef and milk. Most of
mhwmdsmphmwmdnwmm(m
Awu)aumhckofnﬁuh-caundavuymmmm
m«'ﬁ-'wmammmm'n-%m. The
forage produced under irrigaticnm, mostly alfalfs, bersiem, aad sudan-
grass which consiste of about 5% of total forsge but Increasing snnu-
am,isharnetﬁmmmddimthtoun:tod‘tth‘ubyndt
affecting stored hay and silage supplies. The: vinter forsge (mostly
oat-vetch)utmn-mrysmofmm-mp.

The liyestock sector, like most other sectors, opsratesvith some
government price controls. The price of beef is set

level, the Government milk processing plants set the price they pey
forrnvnﬂ.kandtheprluorcmuhtoth.tmhmw
Government decree (also subsidized). However some of the livestock
sntw'spimmmtcmtrolmmmmtbmofhay. ice
ofltvehaf,nndthewieearunpudwmﬂulnkdahm.
Today hay is selling for 2 to L times of

Jocal cows are zelling for less than
Frivate milk dealers in the scuth are
than the Covernment milk plents. The price of fattemed bulls hss
remained stable.

This umovuvievorsmorthemtchm-
forage and livestock and the resulting price shifts. A more detailed
description of the sector follows.
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II. A Revier of Production ratterns, Prices and Goverment Action.

A. Range and pasture conditions were very poor from late 1976 to March of
1978 when considersble rain fell. The poor range conlitions are always more
severe in the lower rainfall srees (cemtral and southern Tunisia). These
eaﬁiﬂonsnmltdinmﬂackotlhnpthannmlbdngdummto
graze on reated pasture, stubble fields, and fallow land and also increased
the dezand far hay. Winter barley pasture in Northern Tunisis also suffered
mmwmmmammum.

B. Hay production during the winter of '76-'77 was extremely poor and was
estizated to be sbout 50% under of a normal year. I. is estimated that between
375,000 and 400,000 tons of Bay were produced during the winter of '77-'78
which vas 75% of normal production. However because of the high price of straw
tmm(mwmuwmkm)mammutmunemm
beenrakadamlbaledthisywmdhasineuuodtheanihblampphcrm
rorege.

C. Green forage (c&lledgroenchopini‘anish)ﬁodmtimmnotmateriauy
m«mwwwasmanuwmurmm. However
dryland alfalfa has suffered from the drought.

D.mnmmrprodwtimmrmimdﬁkwmdmmmtm
years. Since farmers are reducing their hards more local cattle have been on
the market far alaughter. The supply of fattened bulls hes remained fairly stebls.

E. Primhanrisennhurplytarhqauldrmdcmmcabwforloeal
cowg during the past 18 months. 1In eerly 1l
anillimes per kilo (about 7 U
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150-200 Dinars (363 to 484 U.S. Dollars~l diner = $2.42) and now selling
for 60-70 Dinars each. Prices of fattensd nanimals have not been affected.
The prices of purebred cattle have dropped less than the local eattle but are

|
? g
g
<
9
:
B
2
i
;
3
i

INCLASSIFIED



TWIS T0 AID A99 UNCLASSIFIED 3

Government feed mills have continued to manufacture and
cmuataswammpueeormhouumn
mmmmmmmrmm
tomuuminwetoknpmmmn.
umwxrmmummemwumtumu
expr-degd.

:

F

The Office of Livestock and Pastures (O%P) has taken several
actions as follows:

1. Expanded the "Farage Stock Project” that was designed
toemmimudfumwadmnmwmmmml
Tmiazmmwmmmmmmmmmntoemlha
reserve stock. Thaprojecthasbeensmummmm
more production but little bay was stock-piled as farmers gene-
ral]ybraketheircontnctabecmmethuycoﬂdgatuhismrmice
elsevhere. The goal far the fall of 1978 1s to plant an additional
1,000 bectares of oal~vetch hay in Cemtral Tunisis.

2. The AlD-assisted Livestock Feed Production and Utilization
Project No. 664-0293 encouraged incressed prodiziion of irrigated
forage plantings in early 1978 by making nize seod available and
incresasing extension efforts with farmers. This effort vas gene-
nl]yamuﬁﬁandwillbeupandedinthefdlofl%am
spring of 1979.

3. Th.FAO—uaiMkoJectudmmmagmthemuan
of cat-vetch silage for the fattening of bulls for slaughter.

I1I. Farmers' Responses to the Changing Situation.

A. Farmers ere reducing their herd of local cows as is
evident by the lower prices being received. OEP Regional Chiefs
npcrtnmberabe:l.ngsaldnry,butitisostimtdthntumw
-nzs%dtmmmbnnammmm:mMM.
Pnrebnddniryeouhtnmtboenmlﬂinmhrgo
however, fmshmatoppedupthemotlwms.

sell hay

B. Some farmers are opting t- rather than provide it
as feed to their livestock. Oat-vetch hay yielding 2.6 tons per
hcetu-cundaemagta'ssunm.pc"*‘ovm:‘tmmabm-
nars per hectare. Small farmers who are constantly short of cash
may sell their hay and later reduce their cattle .

oumbers.
smmmaornmzammmsunm;n
nwantusmmmes-gomm-uummumm.
1twbunobmthatthefmm,thmthmm

hey from Northern farmers. It is expected that farmers cen meke a
profit by feeding of 70 millimes bay if their milk price is 125
aillines. .
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than normel to dairy cows amd reducing the bay in the ratiom.

,\l
C. Many fermers are responding to "M" effarts
to increase irrigated forege plontings. Farmers vho follow good
moctices with their frrigated forage plantings can expsct to
mroduce forage at a reascnable cost and can expect to worit
from feeding it to dafiry cows.

D. TFarmers vho are nct abie to te thelr land
roduce legumes mey decide to feed stre. (about 1/
of hay) and also feed more concentynte (st the subsidized price).
This actiom is rationel and finoncially sound to the individusel
fTarmax. However it may not make the best use of Tmisis's re-
sources and scerce fareign exchange (as most of the ingredienta
of concentrates are imported).

IV. Prospectt far the Forsge-Iivestock Seetor

Tunisisn Agricultural observers are concerned that the price
hay will probebly continue to increase during the mext fev months.

They note that the rolloving faoctors will be important during the
next cix months:

N Conumndshartagaofmandaihgucmm&
demand for forage for the ldvestcck on hand.

)

B Considerebls quantities of hay are being held by
spsculotors uho are waiting for higher prices.

. 3 Prices are expected t7 continue to rise until the
winter rains start and pasture becomss aveilebleg hovever
early fall reins could slow the rise of hay prices.

lp If fall rain doss not come in @ timely manmer, then
a very serious shortage of forage vill probably be the result.

Mammmtocmmmmmamnulmm
forage availsble to dairy co.z thus reducing eny yrospects for
incressed totol midk production this year.

"P(rodet 23&@" of OEP is meking incressed efZarts to expand
Plentings of alfuifa, bersiem, amd cat-vetch hay dering the

next erop season (Fall 1978) and are expected to meet with
success az formers are fecing very favorsble prices for forage.
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