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REPORT Oﬁ A VISIT TO ETHIQPIA - .

29 November = 20 Dacember 1961
. by ) . - )
Dr. Herbert Moller WHO Consultent
I INTRODUCTICN . .

In December- 1961 I represented the WHO Regional Office for Europe at the
Inter~Ragional Conforence in Khartoum on tke Training of Auxiliary Health .
Personnel. I took advantage of thin opportunity and visited, at the request of
the Director of the Regional Office for the Zastern liecditerranean, my old
project in Gondar, where I served for two years as Dean of the "Haile Sclassie
I Bublic Health College and Training Centre". In those pioncer days, 1955-1957 -
and in that pioneering project, I used also to be the Profcssor in Physiology,
Nutrition, Epidemiology and Statistics and first and foremost in Communicable
Disecases and Tropical -Medicine., I was also Epidemiologist f{or Beghender
Province and Deputy’ Prov .ncial Health Officer and Deputy Director of the antire

-projcct.

Naturally I can never forget those memorable ycarsl - and have ever siace
followed the project with interest through reports and correspondcnce and
vigits to Ccpinhagen by the teaching staff of thc college,

The purpose of my mission was to advise the Ministry of Health, Ethkiopic,
and the Director of the WHO Regional Office, on what direction, in my opinion,
should be given to the further development of the Public Health Colleges in
other words what path should be followcd on the crossroad =t which the projeet
had arrived.

I also was in a position to discuss various possibilities for assistance
to ZIthiopia in carrying out whatever rcconnendations might be arrived at,

II BAbYGR(UND CF THS PROJZCT

I shall only brigfly and by way of 1ntr»iuct10n surmarize the history of
the project. It was founded in 1954 as a joint cntcrprise between His Imperial
Hajesty's Government, the United States International Cooperation Administration
(US-ICA) (1) which together formed tho Joint Fund covering most of the exponses
of the. project; UNICEF which provided cquipnent and supplies and stipends for
part of tke students, and WHO providing about one-third of the teaching stzff,
the other two-t*lrds beirg provided by t“c Joint Fund ~nd directly by US-ICA,

The uolle‘ﬁ wag to train stafif for, rural Ee2dth centres in Sthiopiz,
essentially nedical assistants (or heaI*n anlcers, as they soon were to he
nagmed) in a t¥rec-ycar course for twelfth: grade school lcavers conmmunity nurses
in 2 two-year course for cithtk (some tinzs tonth) grade sc! oo] lcaverss and
assistont eganitariens in a ome-year course for cighth gradev dYoys. all w
additicon to serve as teans during ona year of supcrviscd intornship in &0
j2ct's orn training hezlth centers,~befere they finally qualifi:=d, T
was to be georcd centirely to the health probluns of rur:l Zthinpizn,
currizulun was necessarily experinent:zl for trc firs® yearz., The cpure
pragactic-l, non-acadenic: pit-kole lotrin:s ratbor chen 0. ~nntony s

The philosovhy of the projeect as well 23 its .nrly d.ov.olor:s
well descer-bed by Treuvin (1955), by 3taapar (L357), ty Loe- i
report~1253} by rrice (1360, still restric4.d iz i3 Jistriduti
of writing}., rese rcoorts 2ll stressed th: soundnoss ol th.
heolth 2ppreach of the College, .anphzasized the FiZliculticsz znd
rIzriing a zore ocads.aic aedical zdue2tion an Norzli-americonn »r ler
*in2s nd MMseusssd some of the probTe_a zncounter:d Jhen *he first tatelin of
graduct.s Zeft <he Collego. '
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As it was oxpocted that the heonlth officer, the coanunity nurae and the
aanitarian would «ork in remote rural areas witk only very occasionnl and net
always woll qualificd supervision, the College had in fret tr-dincd tocir
students to a level higher thon is unua)’ when training health auxilinries, nd
near to the level of profeasional) staff, in proventive modicin. c¢von to a
higher lovel. The noin difference between the claasicol professioncl training
and t:e new (aub) professional troining in Gondar had becone one of emphasis
in Gondar being oricntated to the ealth problems of Ethiopia 4dnd therofore
having a main emphasis on sanitation and preventive neasures, tho classical
aedical and nursing training being norc universnl in its nppronch and clinically
orientated, se v o~ -

A,

The "nenr doctor" wants to be a "rcal” doctor, and the Health Officer
sought - znd got in many cases - sunport for mcdical vtudics abrozd. Xn this
wey thc aimo of the project werc forlcited. Whon the ealth Officer graduated
after four years in tke College in Gondar ~nd had atudied for 6-8 years in a
mediccl sciocl abroad, he would cortainly wish to work-only in big hospitals
or in privato practice in one or two,big towno of the Eapire.

Tucerofore the Hdealth Officers' course in Gondar hid to be c*ther downgraded
or up~graded to avoid the “necr doctor” problens. The decision kad been made
befdre I arrivea in Sthiopin,

His Zxcellency the Minister of Health infornmed ne that the Publie Health
Collcgu dn Gondor was- incorporatcd as one of the Colleges of the Haile Seclassie
I Unxversity of Zthiopic, officinlly inaugurated later that sanc wonth, and
that a Baclielor degros would be establisked for the Henlth Officer groun of
students., This would probably be xnoun ‘ag "Backelor of Hygicne' :r “af Purlic
Henlth®, The enpkesis and orientation of thc Health Officers' :-urs. in
Gondar would not be ctanged, but tirere would be c¢stablisted = ncw fo'icnl
School in Addis Ababa to train studantc for the ecareer of nodicin. ~ad sur .ry
as practised in the hospitnls, (At about the same tic, I ledr-ed that oo
medical school clready existing for years in asmara hod just clescd Jomm).

In Gondar I founéd that the curriculus khad now been cspelled out in guisc
some detail and had 144 hours of “Applied Genera) Science’, During tle firct
yeer (of three terns) tke Genzrzl Scicnces tzught 2re Physies, Chimistry -nd
Hettcmatics ond thére is a general agrecnent trat students whc hive passed the
E.5.L.C. (1) (twelfth grade) ctill have insufficient krowledze and understanding
of trcse subjects to enable tharm to atart studying 3asic lMediczl Seiences,

Anatomy 2nd p hysiology are taught 235 onc subject, which is very rccoamend-ble
2pd occupies 196 :ours of class-roon work 4-ring the first year.

The sccond year-is aninly occupied by conmunicable discases (144 hours)
and mcedicine and surgery. In the third year the specialities are taught:
venerenl diseascs, trachona, often by visiting speecialista, nd also public
menlth adoinistration, cpidenioslogy 2nd s3tatistice.

“he practic2l work during the first year is loninnted by saanitotion -ad
nursings durinr *he sec nd gear by school health, l-toratory excxmin-tions.
clinic~l werk in the out-paticnt derartnent -nd during th: sthird yonr by
cliniez) work in Iz hospital ~nd pudlic *:-ltw werk in villazes., The fourt:
Ferr ic om2 of int:rngtip in t=c ¢rzinin: D icltk cuntras itk teaching acd
_Cemonstrotion by visiting instructors zost < f the ticoz,

III  ZVALUATION LHT RICCIZ'EIDATICNS <
The dcile Sclnssie I Fublic Hiesnlitk Tol
tint th: curricalur Sag been Arswm up L5 B
inspired - by tho traditions of ary sac .
Feopiz Iron 211 aver the world “:owe infl
a2a3d the s222 aiz in niad:  to efucate -
c-atrol tnZ ¢c cure: the asst cormoan ailo:s
whick 21l are conounicable nnd essancielly
(x - . -
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¥o change saoculd be nllowed in that direction, and to asguro thet thin
aound orlontation is caintained, the Dircetor of the entire project and the
DPircetor (Desn) of the College proper should both ~ as they aro now and have
been in the poot - be doctors with postgradunte speelalization in publie
health nnd practical expcrience in the “mpas appronch" to nedlieine,

Yow that the College has been incorporated in a Univaraity and will grant
= Backelor degree, it will probably prove neccosary - cnd desirable - to
atrongthen the tezching in the bzsie nodical ackences and poasibly alas, for
goise of the students at lcast, In the gencral aclonces partly by adding one
year to the curriculup noinly for theme purposes and partly by increaaing the
quontity and quality of the staff teaching those subjccts and providing
institutional frcilities for experinments and practical oxerclses, and ovontually
rescarch,

Haw nuch and how little necad bo added and provided will deopend urun wiether
the Colloge in Gondar L% to become & Frinary Modlenl Sehool aqunlifiyin: siloct.c
graduntes to enter a Seccendary Medieal School In Addis Ababa for furticr troining
to becene clinfcirns suitable for rork fm hospltals or Lf, ax I would prafar
it, the only consideration would be to give the necessary fundamentnl kaowlelgn
required for the subscquent teaching of nedical asubjects a2t o Rural Heolin
Officers' levcl and for lnter postgraduate courses of the type D.T.L ~nd UL
ond D.P.Ht

The tenching in general sciences need not nccessarily toke place in Jundar
ond poasibly the University College #n Addis Ababa could lve 2 coursc of sac
year in these subjects plus biology to tUc students defore they were adaitted
te t»¢ course in Gondar, :

There Ltne been an uafortuncte groat turn-over of astaff - onc of thte
participating ngencies even obliges its atoff menbers to leave ~After four years =
ond there is o lock of continuity im the contents ~nd atandard of the teaching.
It hos been 2if{ficult %o rrcruit »nd retain staff with previous experience in
tecehing. This could probrbdly, to 2 great extent, be overcome by contracting
vith 2 MHediczl Faculty scmewkzsre to be reaponsitle for at~ffing, 2.g. an Insti-~
tute of rhysiology, 3iccheniatry znd lnatomy, A& Teaching Hospital clsewhere
aigkt look nfter the tenching of medicine nnd surgery ete., ond in this way,
the very int<rn-ticnnl charzeter of the Ceollege would be nnintained,

It ~igt* be wis:s to postpone the establisghrent of 2 Madical School in
4f2is Abedn till tre Tollege in Gondar has been fully developed, particularly
50 -5 it is “ce3eful i Zthiepie at present with cnly about 175 pascing the
Eo5.%.C, (1) w2ch gear cza provide students cnough for two nelical schools:
one for Putlic Sezlth Oricntnted Gemeral Practitioners in Rurzl arcas (J-nizr)
~nd oxne: for Thysiciens and Surgcens to ctaff the hospitals cad apecializod
scrvices (Adcis ~tzbz), 2wentuslly both will be needed, but it =il) b- o
srencntaus & fort ccenonically ~nd otherwise to osotabliizh ~and roun roth ~+ =0 |
arne tin, wad the wery sreall nunter of studcenis thot can e exr:ctel wouls

.

-

herdly, 18 nolters gtoad taday, Fustify sucih -a enornong sutlov, I8 2 2l Lol
25 to e nade, she Futlie Hexlth College in Jon’ar doservez *vo roztust - ~rt
ané ptnention tacnuse Lt attzcxs im -m oecoanonic qnd taclhnic lly zound oo -7

w-inm 2:8lthk crorluzg of Ztrispia.

Gaouli the Jsndar graduat: e allowed private praczice?  Toient
sr noet, ig :3Se3izlly an zesmanic and political questica., Teenmnicnll
Tgnleh (Tfiecr &s unlaficd ts diagnoasce and tront mast 3f the iseases ;
in Ztazsczmiz, He v-ull, af :s-urse, hove to refer surziccl ant rrrisuc
sases ty Zosgzit Lz ond suceizlizets, but there is noy tochaleal rozaon sy o
31cul? zn2t e Ilzcms.f Sz prae-isie
s rzzirt -at Ita vith <he two ctte
Lt B 2:l2 c~lzk tzze in Jondar: tis
et r s £2 1 3821) 2oiy cat)
fes . el >4 imy Irettir ehines
cour : 3¢r3zs reszons for
s oo Zoo 1ic<lz aridl
: 3.e men tzey crodun
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rarcly be superviscd and helpod by people with higher qualif{ientions in thelr
own apecial dozmain, and they are therafore not auxiliary to anybody hut pro-

feasional workers., In these circunstances t-o yenra schooling plus one yesr

supervised practice would not scen too nuch.

I¥  COuCLUSION

It i3 ouggested that & connittee be establishod with reprecacntatives fron
the Hailo Selasnio I University of Zthiopia, the Colloge in Gondar, the parties
in tho project, f.c., the Ministry of idealth, US~AID and WHO., This cornmittoo
should prepare in sone dotoil o five or tem year dovelopment plan for the;Fubdblie
Hozlth College nhowing the nucter and catagorics of stoff required including
replacenents, dcscribe new institutional preniascs needed and new equipment and
supplics.

Once such a plan kas Yeen prepored and approved in principle by the
nationzl authorities concerned and a budget hao been. drawn up, the agencies
alrendy participating in the joint entorprise - Hia Ioporial Majesty's
Govermnent = US-AID ~ UWHO and UNICEF could eack decide how rnuch of this thoy
could and would carry, and the balance night be requested as bilateral asgistance
in- the way described obove, and a truly international, unique Public Health
College would continue to thrive to the bonofit of the cntire Zupire and
probrobly even to neighbour countrioes.



