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Memorandum Report of Audit No. 1-512-75-29, 
Examination of Developmental Science and Technical 
Research (Chemistry), Project No. 512-11-660-263.11 

In~969, under the auspices of the USAID and the National Research 
CouncU of Brazil, a program of cooperative research in chemistry was 
initiated between senior U.S. university chemists and scientists fram the 
University of Sao Paulo and the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. 
Under Contract No. GOB 12-637 with the Council, the U.S. National Academy 
of Sciences agreed to provide fellowship grants to U.s. post-doctoral 
scholars for collaborative research work in Brazil at the grawULte level, 
and supervision thereofj to dis&eminate research resultsj and to arrange 
u.S. postgraduate training for Brazilians involved in the research Work. 

USAID cumulative obligations at June 30, 1974 amounted to $819,900 with 
$671,100 disbursed and $148,800 remaining to be disbursed. No further 
obligation of funds is anticiPlted~ The contract will end on December 31, 
1975· 

The project has advanced the science of chemistry in Brazil. Fifteen 
fellowship grants were made for research and teaching in ke.y chemistry 
disciplines. This innovative method fostered Brazilian staff development 
and strengthened collaboration of advanced chemistry, between the Brazilian 
nnd the U.S. scientific communities. Seven of a targeted 10 research 
laboratories are fully equ1~~d anj established. Research work in polymer, 
physical, and inorganic chemistr,y no longer requires foreign input. 

Based on the number of advanced degrees awarded and current candidates, 
';he target for training should be achieved by the end of the project. The 
number of research papers published has exceeded the planned targets. 

Permanent links for collaboration in advanced chemistry between Brazil' 
~nd the U.S. appear to be well established through the coordination of the 
Academy. Mutual interest nnd collaboration have been ensured through joint 
research, visits by senior U.S. chemists to Brazil, and a progr~ of lecture 
vi&its to Brazil by eminent U.S. chemists not directly involved in the bi
lateral program. With the end of the USAID grant, the Council intends to 
continue financing certain project activities. 

http:512-11-660-263.11


The project appears capable of achiev1D8 its objectives. Project 
activities were planned aDd conducted in an effective manner and the 
f1nanci&l and administrative lII.D88ement of the project was ad.eg~te. 

OUr examination covered the period tran AprU 1, 1973 through 
August 31, 1974. The primary p.u-pose of our examination waa to detel'llline 
the 'degree of attainment of the project's objectives, and the effectiveness 
of plAhn1ng and implementation. Other p,arposes were to evaluate the 
effectiveness of financial and administrative management of the project and 
the degree of canpUance with A.I.D. policies, regulations, and procedures. 
Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards end accordingly included such tests of the tinancial recor'is and 
project related documents, inspections and discuSsions as were considered, 
necessary in the circumstances. Site visits were made to the Council and
to the two participating Brazilian universities. We did not examine the 

,U.S. dollar accounting records of the contractor since those records are 
located in the U.S. and are subject to audit by the Office of the Auditor 
General, AID/Washington. 

A previous audit report, No. 1-512-73-ll9, covering the period Januar,y 31, 
1968 through March 31, 1973, was issued on June 29, 1973. The report 
contained three recommendations pertaining to this project which were subse- , 
quently satisfactorily cleared by the USAID. 

- 2 -



Distribution of RepOrt 

Mr. Marvin Weissman, Mission Director, USAID/Brazil ••• 0 ••••••••• 6 

state Department - Inspector General of Foreign 
Assistance (IGA) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e •••• 1 

state Department - Countr,y Director - Office of 
Brazil Affairs (ABA-LA/BR) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

AID/W - Executive Director (ARA-LA/MGT/EX) •••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

AID/W - Office of Program Operations (LA/OPNS) •••• 0 ••••• , •••••••• 1 

AID/W - Office of Audit (AG/AUD) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 9 

AID/W - Operations Appraisal Staff (AG/OAS) ••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

AID/W - Office of Inspections and Investigations (AG/IIS) ••••••• 1 

Office of the Area Auditor General, Latin America 
(AAG/LA) - Miami •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 




