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Plapning for the curront vheat compaign vag eonsiderably more thoroush
than for last year'‘s “Ondeation Sapgrals". Heetings to plan the iogistic

requirnaeats for thie distvibution of sead and fertflizer were stavced in
May. Thuse weve f{ollowed by eoxtansive field 2entacts and ncsipnoent of
arovincia! zoalsg, Initind lnqu prupar@tiun with GG eouipuuu; vag well
undor way by August,  Daring most of September, Ministor of soriculture
Bargach traveload extonsively throughout the whari production rvepfons Lo
conduct p1~n1‘nv neetings whth provinclal pergonnal, The actusl canpaizn
wae kicleed of7 by the King on 25 Soptenmbar who cuiici a neating fov A0
l2ading asviculoural ofcicinls in nosthora Movocco. Lensthy discuselons
wera held concorning the {uporiance of agricalture to the loreccan economy-

he role of agviculturs ln the new Clvaeyonr plan wes stroessed by the lng
and a proclamation vas lusued desisnoating 25 Sentomber as a "liational
Aaricultura ay' calabratad cach vear.

288

to be
Although USAL) recomnendad 1 soal of 300,000 hectares based on
finlinis of the TVAy the GO, after cons 1JLY301L debate with the wission,
cet 357,000 hectares as the mew 1967/68 geal, The goal was subsequantly
reducel to 335,000 hectares after coasultations with field representatives,
and later rais=d azain, Fertilizers aad sced ware ordered and delivered
to regional distribution points prior to l October, During thit nonth,
farmers began to receive seed and fertilizer £rom the Aoricultur 1 devalop-
ment Centers, Seedbad preparation coantinued at an increased pace with the
arrival of early rains, Iu many areas of the mndern farm sector, m:chanical
around npreparation was kept on o round-thecclock schedule for sevecal wvecks.
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By 15 Dec:mber, a total of 344,484 hectares within the government program had been
plowed and fortilized, and 343,270 hectares seaded, All wheat areas have experienced
above-average rainfall and tho mission anticipatcs a record 1968 wheat crop if the
waeather continues favorable,

USALD Participation

The mission has played a aijor role in the current campaign, primarily theough
credit support. Letters of ajrcsment approvad the use of 21 miliion DH from PL 480
fitle IV to finance a portiom of the compaign and additional credit funds are plammcd
Crom 104(£) local currsncy in vonformity with the self-help measures specified in
bilateral sales agroements. Program suliclines as stated in the cerveals TAP ave
vonevally being followad in the curremt whaoat campalpn,

fhot ie-d From Rockes:lier Foundagion ko !lexico {CLIOMNLT)

Rusults of the 1945 vheat seod trials have been most encouraging. Starting
fron scrateh in October 1966, the mission ordered from CULIT 50 wheat varieties
for yicll trials and 600 lines for further tosting. Fifty kilograms of the variety
Siet: vorros yielded 200 kilograms from multiplieaticn in dryland areas., Late this
sumn2r, tuz USALD assist.l the Ministry of Agriculture (INRA) in ordering one ton
of Sizt: Usrcos and 150 kilograms of two bbher heat wvarfetics, The secd arrived
on 17 Doconber and I8 boing planted in eight dillorent lecations, including irrigated
sactors. Ey the summer of 1968, INRA will hove on hand about 36 tons of Siete Cerros
from two years of multiplication, In addition, the uission intends to have INRA
order about B0-100 tons of eight sclected whoat varieties to further expand the
srogram. It is expected that the Survey Gréfn Coupany will form a joint company
croducing commercinl wheat seed scarting in 1968, In 1969, after three years of
tasting, th: jovernment will be reuldy to move into a wissive prosram of distributing
inproved wheat seed. Large-scale whoat seed {mports coull becom: a part of the
croposed Agricultural Scctor Lonn in »bSopod: 1969,

taricultural Lt onsion

USAL) technicil assistance has been given the GOM extension division in the
preonration of radio programs, posters, lezaflets, and other forms of commwaications
mciic,  Although the agricultural extension sector cremains the weakest element in
the crogram and still lacks proper administration, there is noticeable improvement
over iast year,

in an eifort to improve tho quality of extension leaders, a threeoweck
ontonsion teaining siminar tas sponsored by USALD in July and four provincial
azricultural divectors ver: sont to the spocial TVA course in the U.S, for 13 weeks,
They were wost enthusiastic uoon theic return and afforts are bainy made to have
them particinate iw rosional scoinavs. 81z more divectors will bLe scent to a
similar course in 1908, In adlicion, a throceweck trip has been arranged for six
provincial governors, with the cecont en agricultural dovolopment, The governors
vill visit the TVA during their tour of the U.5,
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P a Corps Volunt:2rs

Polloving arranzements made a year ago between the G0M; USALD, and tho Peace
Corps, 35 PCV°s arc now completing intensive training in California prior to
ascipgnment to Horocco in Januwary 1968, They will be posted in selected asricultural
development centers in the wheateprowing arcas. The centers have all becn visited
and arrangements mad: to recalve the PCV's. We have recaived excellent cooperation
from the Ministry of Agriculture and expeet the FCV’s to be a valuable addition to
the USAID extcnsion cffort, They will also assist in an evaluation survey to be
conducted prior to, and during, harvest next year,

Scope of the Current Coreals Campaign

In spite of th: ioor vesults of "Updration Zngrais" (1966/67) due to drought,
the GOM; as well as a substantial number of farmcrs themselves, realized thevalue
of fertilizer usage, scloected seed; and proper land preparation. As a resulty, the
cercals program for 1947/58 was expanded from 181,000 to about 345,000 hectares,

In addition to expandin; the program within provinc:s, more provinces were added.

In all of the 62 provincial agricultural developmant centers, an agent has boen
des{snated as the cereals production coordinator. I an offort to expand rural
credit facilitioes; the 30H cstablished 57 mew locol cr:lit banks under the Hational
Aprieultural Credit Bank (CUCA), Although no crodit is balng chammeled this yoar

to farmors participating in the cereals program, it is cipocted that they will be
ueilized next year, It is gencrilly recognized that a proper rural credit mechonisa
is lacking in Morocco which miy woll haasper the coereals prosean in the futurc,

fa: GOM is cognizant of the probloa, however, aad has at least made a start with

L. organization of new local banks.

Status of the careals progrzu as of 15 December 1967 ic attachad, As further

lovolopwents occur in the cercals yrogramy the mission will contlinue to keep
AL 2 informad,
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