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I am particularly gled to be here today et the first senior course

graduation from the. world’s first International Police Acadeny, .

. -

As you know, President Kennedy believed very etrongly in the impor-
tance of this Academy, I share that belie:t, .and I vzould 1ike to ta.ke a
few minutes this morning to talk with you gbout it. '

First, however, let me congretula’ce you on your graduation and men-
tion the pride weo.ll take in having had you ‘here. ', g

. We have welcomed you as friends who he.ve come to Join us in prepar-
ing for the task we: sherej now we salute you and .thank.you for the dis-
tinction which your experience and serious purpose ha,ve contributed to
this school. P :

Perhaps your atair: here would be less eignificant 1f you were return-
ing to & world of quiet and ardered calm. But this is not the -case. -

. .-As you know, the world today is buffeted by the winds of cha.nge, in
some instance winds tha.t bave struck with hurricane force.

Invariably, these winds have carried new end grave reeponSibilities
for those who enforce the law.

Here in the United States, for example, the struggle for ci'ril rights
has posed a real challenge for those police who strive to maintain the
delicate be.]ance 'between individual rights and the law. '

Thie 1s our problem. We are working at it and we are making progress.

This Govermment and the vast majority of the American people are committed

to achieving equal opportunity for a.ll our citizens.

‘I’here have been disorders and there may be more, But we will achieve
this goel with:ln a. rra.mework of law and Justice. '

Elsewhere che.nges have been more violent, Same of your countries
recently have faced yhat Abraham Lincoln referred to as the “grave .
question whether any. govermment, not too strong for the liberties of its
people, can be strong enough to maintain its existence in great emergen-
cles,”

These are critical days for law enforcement., Frcnn Northern South

N America to East -Africa, on Cyprus and in Panams, in the Near East and:at’

half-a-dozen points in the Far East, those who enforce the law face
challenges without precedent,

T don't have to tell‘you this. As each of you knows so well, this
is true of your nations as it is of ours.

But I would like to emphasize that your Job is not only more difficult--

it is a great deal more important in the world today. Your victories will

be greater - ycur mistakes more costly -~ than ever ‘before.
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- We heve just pessed through an ‘era where the big var wes replaced

by the smell war, We seem now t6-be entering & period where the emall
war is & rarity; but sabotage, benditry, violence and terroriam are

~rampant.~« B L -.

" In the world toﬁay, most wara re "police ectiohs." “Taw enforcement
officials are a very real first. line of _defense, a.nd the fate of govern-
ments and nations hangs in the. 'belance. CeTA : S

I know that two of your group are from Vehez&ela. !mzough we have
seen -fine:police work in other countriés,’ Venezuele. is the most recent
and perhaps the most speotaou:ler example. S ‘

'I’he Venezuela.n police, particularly in Cara.cas, scored a atunning »
upset victory for thelir nation and for the forces of democratic freedom

.everywhere in the world.

‘As you know, :Lt was essen'bially through effective police mrk th_a:b
Venezuele was able to elect the first cénstitutionsl successor to e.
constitutional preaident in its history. N

, The Venezuela.n police turned a losing battle into & big win, . And; '
they saved their nation in the course of overcoming terrorists who

soug.h’c to kill & policeman a day in Carace.s elone. .

‘I‘hese are high sta.kes, to be sure. But you know, a8 I do, that the
opportunity to render essential seriice exista 'in each of your countries

. today, &8 it does in Venezuela, " And you know, elso, that this opportunity

- will- continue to. exist as i‘a.r e.s we can see into the i‘u’ture. ,

. 'l'his may be the generation or rising expecta.tions throughout the

‘world. ' It may be’the time when millions of ‘people are released from
-the -chains of ignorance, poverty and disease which have bound them

for oenturies. .

But it 1s.8lso the age of nails in- the street end the plas‘bic bcnnb'
it is the age of arson, sabotage,’ kid.naypings and murder for politica.l
purposes; 1t 1s the age of hit-run terrorist activities coordina.ted on
a.global scale, .- .

'And there is an inherent contradiction between these twd conditions.
People cannot-achieve peace and security,” ¢annot- even 1nsure their own
personal sefety, exoept under. the rule of 1a.w. S

. Only under a govermnent which is an expression of their own will
administéred with stdbility: and strength, ‘ca.n they achieve theae goala.
They cennot do it in chaos,' =~ ‘ .

'Thus, " because "order under la.w ia an essential of freedom today, the

-role of those with'the strength to preserve’ order is enha.nced. Iours is )

High .celling -- aud & grave reeponsi‘bility. e
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You need every adventfge you can bring to the jobi You need courage,
dedication, ebility in full measure, And beyond that you need & knowledge
of the modern scientific techniques used in your profession.

You need to be sble to take advantage of the geins made by others;
you need the stimulation of being able to trade lessons and exchange views
with your professional contemporsries,

That is why this school seems to me to be so veluable.

I know thet there are no "rookies" here. I know that you are s group
of top-flight professionals at the head of the police organizations in
your own countries and representing nearly 600 years of combined police
experience.

But I'm confident that the sharing of this experience has been valu-
able over the past thirteen weeks, I'm confident that you have learned
from each other, and I know that we have learned much from you.

Just & little over a year ago, I visited the Inter-American Police
Academy in Pename. I was impressed at the time, and I have been more
impressed since at the accomplisihments of its graduates throughout Latin
America.

A year from now you will be at your posts throughout the world.

You will be face-to-face with the tough dangerous challenges you
have considered in the classes and seminars here at the International
Police Academy, the challenges we have touched on briefly this morning.

But always remember that you do not stand alone. The American people
share your determination to choose your own future without coercion or
subversion, without discrimination or dictation.

In our resolution to oppose tyranny we, in this country, will measure
up to any threat or cheallenge. We will do so strengthened by the knowledge
that you -~ and men and women like you -- throughout the world stand with
us,

I thark you.‘



