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American Universities 
In Technical Cooperation 

An Oklahoma A. & M. faculty member-now working in Ethiopia-sent 
the following story to Harold E. Stassen, Director of the Foreign Operations 
Administration: 

"'With a few clothes in hand, a young boy named Kiffe Gebre set out on 
an 800·mile trek to Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. He caught rides 
when he could, sold most of his clothes to get across a big lake, and 
walked . . . and walked . . . and walked. Without food for the last two 
days of his trek, he arrived at the U. S. Operations Mission in Addis Ababa 
so weak that he had to be taken to the hospital. 

"But not before he told why he came. A new school that Americans were 
helping to get started ... he had heard about it back in Eritrea .•. he 
wanted to go to that school. It was in Jimma, 14 hours away by car from 
Addis Ababa. 

"After a week of treatment, food and rest, Kiffe was given the entrance 
examinations. His grades were good. He was given the physical examina
tion. Again the report was good. He became a regularly enrolled student 
at the Jimma school. 

"This boy, as all the other students, had to know English. All classes at 
the Jimma Agricultural and Technical High School are taught in English 
as there are no textbooks in Amharic, the official language of Ethiopia." 

When this farm school opened in Jimma in 1952, 80 boys were enrolled. 
One year later more than nine times that number-a total of 731-applied 
for admission. Although the school had been enlarged during the summer of 
1953, it could accommodate only 140 students. Many boys who had applied, 
but had been unable to meet the rigid entrance examinations, often lingered 
for days around the school or the homes of FOA officials-hoping against 
hope that they might yet have a chance to become students. 

The Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College was asked by the 
Government of Ethiopia in 1951 to help establish an agricultural college in 
Ethiopia. A contract was signed the following year. When the team of 
specialists arrived in Ethiopia in 1952 to help set up the college, the need 
for preparatory schools became apparent. The Government asked the Amer
ican team to expand its operations and to help open a farm school at Jimma. 

As the team of Oklahoma specialists continued their work, Ethiopia asked 
for help on other projects. It called upon the Oklahoma staff for guidance 
in experimental farm projects and other elements of a research program to 
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Ethiopia'$ Emperor Hoile Selassie discusses the operatio11 of Her Imperial Majesty's Handi· 
craft School "'•ith Miss Mary Mitchell, Associate Director of the School. This school is an 
outgrowth of t·he Ethiopion·FOA joint programs in education. 

give the tec:hnical workers and farmers a knowledge of the soils and the 
animal and plant diseases with which they had to deal. 

Oklahoma specialists, again upon further official requests by the Ethiopian 
Government:, have helped in the initial operation of programs for pest con· 
trol, cattle vaccination, and well drilling. Their work similarly has been 
extended to helping with improvements in education outside agriculture, 
including vocational schools. 

The arrangements of the Oklahoma institution with the Ethiopian Govern
ment have worked out so well that when His Imperial Majesty, Haile Selassie, 
Emperor of Ethiopia, came to visit the United States in May 1954, he not 
only called at the White House but made it a point to visit the campus of 
Oklahoma A. & M. at Stillwater, Oklahoma, to express his apprec.iation for 
the work of the college in helping develop Ethiopian agriculture and edu
cation. 

In July 1954 the Oklahoma contract was broadened still further to include 
not only help in developing more trade schools but also surveys in water 
development, help in improving farm marketing services, and aid in de
signing a sewage disposal system in Addis Ababa. 
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staff members from another American university-Syracuse Uni
versity, New York-watched closely the of a motion 
picture. Use films, and other audio-visual methods, to inform the public, 
was business. 

They were interested in how this particular film told the story 
of proper care of a baby. National well-being starts the of 

people. They that motion picture is a swift and vivid way to 
get across a message. 

The two men kept experienced eyes on the audience. It was important 
the picture hold attention and that its be easily grasped. 

In the middle one scene, a husband in the audience over to his 
wife began to belabor for not having used on their own child the 
methods of baby care shown in the film. 

The incident, showing the success film, was particularly significant 
because film was made in Iran for Iranians, and it was being shown in an 

village. 
work m by Syracuse University covered just one field; 

the contract was in that it was so specialized. Syracuse 
was helping the Government to prepare films, related 

spreading knowledge about education, and agriculture, 
help train Iranian specialists in audio-visual •vv ...... .... 

...,., .......... v ...... A. & and Syracuse University are two of a growing number 
colleges and universities taking part in technical cooperation pro-

grams through contracts financed by role participa-
tion in cooperation is being expanded. increasing uuu"-'"'• 

contracts are linking universities directly with overseas insti-
tutions. 

technical cooperation programs began, the United 
ernment university faculty members to serve 
m1ss10ns overseas. 1953 the emphasis turned to bringing the universities 
themselves into special projects on a contract basis. 

As September 1, 1954, a total 40 distinct contracts with American 
universities was in operation-22 contracts the Near East, Africa, 
South Asia, 7 in America, 10 in the East, 1 in These 
contracts involved 31 different U. institutions, more than a third them 
land colleges. Negotiations were with about 30 other 
universities for the signing of about 40 more contracts. 

year contracts 
vary in amount 

Host countries share in costs involved. The U.S. has made more than 
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Two university controc;ts ore signed in Washington: Texas A. & M. College to work with 
the University of Dacca in East Pakistan and Washington Stale College to work with the 
University of Punjab in West Pakistan. College representatives are seated at either end; In 
the center are the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Sir Chaudhry Mohammed Zofrulloh Khan, 
and the Director of Foreign Operations, Harold E. Stassen. 

How The Contracts Work 

Selection of University 
University contracts are undertaken only when requested by the country 

desiring the 11ooperation of an American educational institution. In the 
country concerned representatives of the host government-and, when 
appropriate, representatives of the local university-confer with members of 
the FOA overseas Mission on the general arrangements and scope of the 
proposed exchange. The Mission then forwards the request to Washington. 

Many foreign schools already have had some contact with an American 
university an<l know what U. S. school or schools they would like to work 
with. In most cases a request for cooperation indicates one or more U. S. 
universities. If a specific university is not requ.ested, the Foreign Operations 
Administration, after contacting appropriate professional organizations and 
government agencies, arranges a list of suggested institutions. 

Several considerations inAuence the selection of particular univer· 
sities for specific contracts. One is the standing of the university in a chosen 
field of study. The skills represented in an institution may he those especially 
required in a given country. Another consideration is the similarity of 
climate, terrain, and other factors in the geographical location of the two 
institutions. Still another consideration is the availability of a particular 
school for a particular contract. 

5 
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program. program 

programs of 
operation 

Upon return 
contract is up. 

In general, under the 

is developed as an 
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2. He must be acceptable to the host institution and to the host country. 
3. He must cleared for security purposes by before leaving 

United 

his assignment, the post he 
proposed date set his ~ ..... ,,. ........ .. 

university also arranges for his passport and visa, and necessary 
inoculations and vaccinations before departure. 

faculty member to the offices in for three 
days of This includes information about his responsibilities as 
a contract employee abroad, other information concerning the customs, 

economic and social conditions in the country to which he is going. 
His payments by the university cover the time to 

to his overseas assignment, the return to his place of residence. 
Travel expense, including that of his dependents, the shipping costs 
his household effects, are care of under the university contract. 
overseas is in some foreign posts on same percentage 
of base salary as provided for FOA employees. 

with terms of specific contract, the host 
provides quarters cost-of-living allowances as as office space, sup-
plies, equipment, communication services, and necessary 
within the country. 

Far East, Cornell University has been working closely last 
two years with College of Agriculture the University of the Philippines. 
Under this university-to-university relationship, American institution 
has been helping to rehabilitate and the Philippine college, whose 
facilities were almost completely destroyed during World War The Cor

gives advice on what buildings are needed and their location; on 
laboratory and other equipment; on greenhouses, shelters, 

other structures used agricultural purposes. 
main responsibility of the American university team, however, is to 

train a teaching staff, and to develop a central agricultural experiment 
station the Philippine Dollar costs are being met by on 
items m United States; the Philippine Government meets 
local costs. 

During the two years since the contract arrangement began in 1952, the 
enrollment at college has outstripped the expansion of facilities. The 
number of students has risen from 589 in 1950-51 to more than 2,000 in 
1953-54. Part of the task facing the Cornell faculty members has been the 
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lfo:ol Holl, one of the new buildings at the University of the Philippines, houses the 
Institute of Public Administration, whiCh was developed under on FOA-finonced contract 
between the University of Michigan and the Philippine institution. 

training of a nucleus of instructors to handle this growing load. About 20 
new teaching and research positions have been established. Ten research 
fellowships have been provided. Younger faculty members of the Philippine 
college have come to the United States for study. A library of 6,000 books 
and journals on agricultural subjects has been built up and put to use by 
faculty and students. 

Members of the Cornell faculty have been helping the Philippine college 
set up and ex.pand courses of instruction in such fields as animal husbandry, 
vegetable crops, agronorny, plant breeding, plant pathology, agricultural 
engineering and economics, among others. 

At the suggestion of the Cornell staffi the college has been offering, in 
addition to its regular instruction, short courses of a few <lays duration to 
help train technical personnel, such as extension workers, and to give in
struction to farmers who are able to attend. 

An ultimate objective of the exchange between the two institutions is the 
setting up of a Philippine Co1lege of Agriculture on a pattern similar to that 
of the land grant colleges in the United States. The goal is to have the 
college serve the Philippine nation as a whole, to have it help the people of 
the rurnl areas with all of their problems, and to encourage the dissemina
tion of technical knowledge developed on the college campus for practical 
use by Philippine farmers. 
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of on improving irrigation 
on adapting to local the use machines. 

University of Arkansas team have helped plan and 
a national service At the National Institute 

Agriculture they have in reorganizing the courses and 
teachers in improved instruction. Classroom 

supplemented hy work in to give 
in putting technical knowledge practical use. The courses 

are designed to for entrance and uni· 
versities further 

um·~'*·" of Maryland undertook a comprehensive 
contract in South America. It is sending specialists to work in a 
vv.,.._,. .... v and social development plan with experts the Government of 
British Guiana-the largest territory the Kingdom in Western 
Hemisphere. 

United Kingdom British Guiana are providing the funds for the 
development but have an insufficient number technicians 
for 

Basically University staff members will follow two pro-
cedures: 

1. They will train technicians to and man scheduled 
projects. 

2. They will take part in the actual start and operation some 

Among other things, the U. specialists apply their technical 
edge to the problem draining areas and irrigating dry regions, thus 
helping to open thousands acres of new lands to farming. They will help 

a beef cattle industry and to extend the growing coffee. They 
train surveyors workers in housing and community development. 

contracts linking American colleges with Pakistan institutions were 
signed 1954. The one linking Washington 
College University of Punjab in and other 
linking Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College with the University 
Dacca, in East Pakistan, initiate three years of cooperation. 

Under these contracts faculty members from two American institutions 
will work directly with corresponding members the Pakistan 
universities. They courses to the of 
tan economy, in the introduction of improved teaching methods, in building 
up school libraries, and in staffing and administration and other problems. 
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The exchange of technical knowledge will apply in several fields of in· 
struction, in i1tgriculture and home economics, in engineering and education, 
and in businc~ss administration. Graduate students from Pakistan will be 
chosen for advanced study in the United States. 

Regional Training Contracts 
Three American iustitutions located outside the continental United States 

are helping ti> share technical knowledge abroad under a slightly d.ifferent 
type of contract financed by the Foreign Operations Administration. 

One contract is with the American University of Beirut in Lebanon; a 
second is with the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, including the University 
of Puerto Rico; and the third is with the Territory of Hawaii, including the 
University of Hawaii. The contracts call for specialized training for indi
viduals from •countries participating in FOA programs. These arrangements 
are in addition to the contracts with American universities for the training, 
within continental United States, of participants from other countries. 

The contract now in operation with the American University of Beirut is 
to run until fone 1957, with FOA dollar costs of about $4 million. Training 
is being given to students from the Near East and Africa region. Travel costs 
are paid by the countries sending the students. Payment of other related 
costs vary by country. 

The University provides a program of teacher training and teacher edu· 
cation. As a part of this program it conducts six to eight.week summer 

American Uiniversity of Beirut wall chorh and posters in use ot school health conference 
workshop in Lebanon-FOA programs of technical cooperation. 
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a as .... ,,.,., ... ,._,. • .., 
machinery, electricity and graphic arts. 

( $569,335) to assist 

India's Institute of Technology; 
facilities at Allahabad Agriculture 

($900,000} 
which is launching a 

plan by and the United Kingdom. 

Michigan, ($440,000) to 

Michigan College, ( $226,820) to 
Getulio Vargas in 

($749,813) to aid the National University 

the University 
business 
Colombia 

five 

the field 
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"It is our basic conviction that if we can find the right way to 

bring to hear upon that vut area (the underdeveloped regions) 

and population of the world, the resources, the intelligence, the 

experience, the ingenuity, the executive skill, the research of the 

land-grant colleges • • • and to some extent other educational 

institutions • • • that we will make within the next decade or 

two decades a tremendous contribution toward the f undamentala 

of the future peace and progress of the world." 

-Harold E. Sl88sen 

Director of Foreign Operations 



Office of Public Reports 

Foreign Operations Administration 

W asbington 25, D. C. 
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