TIMOR-LESTE
COUNTRY PROFILE

Located between Indonesia and Australia, Timor-Leste is one of the
world’s newest countries. Having gained independence in 2002 after
decades of conflict, the country is now working to build its new
democracy with still-nascent institutions, limited human capital, and
significant economic and health challenges. The United States is
committed to helping Timor-Leste realize its development goals and
emerge as a strong, regional partner.

USAID supports Timor-Leste in its efforts to build a more prosperous, healthy and democratic nation.

OUR WORK

Roughly half of Timorese people live in extreme poverty. This contributes to poor health and chronic
malnutrition — both key drivers of stunted growth, where children have truncated height and weight.

USAID works closely with the government and people of Timor-Leste to foster inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, especially in the agriculture sector; encourage private-sector competitiveness; tackle
serious health challenges, particularly those affecting women and children; strengthen sub-national
democratic institutions and the foundations of good governance; protect the environment; and help at-
risk populations adapt to climate change.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Since over 70 percent of the population relies on agriculture for their livelihoods, USAID focuses on
increasing farm income and improving nutrition for farm households throughout the country. Our
partnerships support activities aimed at improving incomes by increasing farm productivity and
establishing links to new markets. Additionally, USAID is a new development leader in the tourism
sector, focused on sustainably increasing the number of tourists visiting the country and improving their
satisfaction, which translates into new jobs and stronger businesses.

GLOBAL HEALTH

Timor-Leste has the highest maternal and under-5 mortality rates in Southeast Asia. Building on our
previous health work, USAID is working to improve the clinical skills of Ministry of Health staff to
deliver high quality and high-impact basic health care services in reproductive, maternal and newborn
health. This includes increasing provider adherence with protocols and standards, and enhancing service
delivery to provide family planning counselingand increase both the percentage of women receiving
antenatal care visits and the number of deliveries at health facilities.

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE

Timor-Leste has faced daunting challenges to establishing a viable state and a representative democracy.
The country still lacks the fundamental governance systems essential to adequately respond to
persistently high rates of poverty, unemployment, growing socioeconomic inequality and unresolved
conflict. It also faces challenges upholding human rights, reducingimpunity and increasing access to basic
public services. USAID partners with the Government of Timor-Leste to strengthen democratic
institutions, further consolidate good governance practices and work with the judiciary and legal service
providers to facilitate increased access to justice for rural populations.

A USAID-supported, wetsuit-like garment is USAID is helping more than 33,000 peoplein
saving the lives of women suffering from 250 communities earn higher incomes and
postpartumhemorrhage in remote areas. improve their nutrition.
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CONTACTS

MISSION HEADQUARTERS

John Seong, Mission Director Julie Pekowski, Desk Officer

Travessa Sergio Vieira de Mello-Municipio Dili U.S. Agency for International Development

No.04, Farol, Dili, Timor-Leste 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Phone: +670 332-221 | « Fax: +670 332-2216 Washington, DC, USA 20523

E-mail: usaid-timor-leste-info@usaid.gov Phone: 202-712-5377 « E-mail: jpekowski@usaid.gov
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