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Summary 

Thailand proved to be one of the best stops during the series of visits to 
developing countries. .These visits were made in order to seek answers to 
three general questions: What are the local perceptions of the problems 
of rapid urbanization? What resources a.re being used and by whom to a.ddxess 
these problems? Is there an appropriate and signficant role for U. S. 
technical assistance? The visit to Thailand was made from November 29 through 
December 4, 1971. 

Not only was the visit taken seriously by the powers-that-be, but also they 
. planned well the alloted time and the logistical support. It was possible, 
consequently, to have nearly thirty appointments, Bangkok's traffic conges
tion to the contrary notwithstanding. --The appointments were with a wide 
range of knowledgeable people in national government ministries and departments, 
the Municipality of Bangkok, four' educational institutions, UIIDP, UNECAFE, 
Asia Foundation, Ford Foundation, Peace Corps, a private consulting firm, and 
officials in the United States Operations Vdssion to Thailand and the USAID 
Regional Economic Development Office. A trip to Chiang Mai, Thailand's 
second largest city and more than 300 miles north of Bangkok, was made at 
week's end in order to visit the UN/IPD Regional Planning Team. As in other 
countries, so in Thailand there were some people with. whom there had been 
contact previously. 

Thailand's 36 million people are ruled by a dem0cratic monarchy. Less than 
a month before the visit, a coup in which the Prime Minister and the military 
were joined had turned out Parliament. A National Executive Council was in 
control. 

A description of Thailand which was heard frequently was "Bangkok and the 
rest of Thailand." Bangkok, the capital, does indeed dominate.as-the primate 
city. Its population of 3 - 3.5 million is nearly one-tenth of the total 
population, and is 30-35 times larger than Chiang Mai, the second largest 
city. The growth rate is almost double the rate for the entire country. 

Urbanization in Thailand usually is e~uated with Bangkok. It has approxi
mately 75'% of' Thailand's urban population, which is estimated a.t between 
4.7 to 5.0 million. It was .suggested that the new rural development focus 
of the Third Five-Year Plan was an attempt to arrest Bangkok's rapid growth. 
Several regional planning efforts also suggest a decentralization of develop
ment. 

These efforts, however, have not been accompanied by a decentralization of 
authority and fundinr; which remain centralized. There is little local govern
n-'.ent; everything enanates from national government. In recent years there 
has been some attempt to develop provincial institutions and services . 

.. -. 
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Administrative problems seem to plague every part of the government. The 
lack of decision-"IIlaking and implementation was so widespread as to be con
sidered endemic. In fact, many people felt that the recent co~p was a mani
festation of the growing dissatisfaction over the inertia of government. 

While nobody appeared to condone this inertia, a nuIDber of people attributed 
it to a very strong tradition of individual liberty and laissez-faire, 
especially·inbusiness and economics. Personal relationships reportedly 
are the cultural basis for everything in Thailand; decision-making, therefore, 
is a highly diffused process in Thai society. 

Thailand continues to have critical security and nE.rcotics problems with 
\ 

international implications. They have a profound effect on the deployment of 
Thai resources and development efforts and on the amount and nature of 
external assistance. 

The local perception of urban problems tended to be sectoral, generally speak
ing. In order of importance, they were defined as being water, sewage and 
drainage, housing, and traffic (occasiona~ly defined in terms of transportation). 
The lack of coordination among the widely dispersec efforts of government 
agencies was underscored frequently. The lack of irnp)_ementation and the 
apparen:c legal, administrative, and political impotence ·were most pronoW1ced. 
(The inability to get a national budget passed reportedly 'Was what prompted 
the latest coup.) 

Unemployment and underemployment were mentioned infre~uently. With a few 
exceptions, Thailand's problems of rapid urbanization were seen as being con
fined to Bangkok. The lack of finance was referred to, primarily in terms 

. of the poverty of local government. At the same time, people were .insistent 
that there is no shortage of capital in Thailand. 

Thailand's technical competence to deal with the problems of rapid urbanization 
was disputed. In summary it was felt that very experienced senior technical 
and professional advisors are most needed; certainly not middle-level technical 

·specialists or 11pedestrian American advisors." The lack of a functioning 
coordinating mechanism was viewed as being the most serious technical deficiency. 
rrhe dearth of local training capability and courses was recognized as a result 
of insufficient incentive, either in terms of established planning or other 
urban-related positions in or out of government service or in terms of very low 
salaries for the few positions which do exist, especially in government depart
ments. 

There was little per~eption of urbanization within the context of overall na
tional development. In the Third Five-Year Plan the phenomenon is expressed 
essentially in terms of sectoral problems; the linkages seem to have been 
ove:.rls·o1:.ed. A ~~ewaf_'.;e study is being implemented which was completed several 
years <tt;:u. U!1related to tbis is a German team which :i.s making yet another 
trnns:pc~·tr;.tion study, although genuine expertise exists in the Asia Institute 
of ic.-~chnology on the campus of Chulalongkorn University, according to _a mrrn.be:::-

. //\ 
.. -<:---. -----
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people. And the Subcommittee on Housing of the Department of Publ:ic Welfare 
has approved a study which recommended a $32 million U.S. Housing Investment 
Guaranty PrograJ!i for .Bangkok . 

. The approaches and resources which are applied to addressing urban problems in 
Thailand are diffused and disorganized. So much hope was expressed by so many 
people about the New Executive Council that it began to be a litany: Decisions 
will be made; red tape will be cut through; things will begin·to happen; etc. 
Two new Directors-General of national departments were impressive. Their 
understanding and thoughtful approach were combined with considerable candor 
and boldness, and one had the impression that there could be decision and 
actton on their part. 

The imaginative, innovative, and sociaJ_ly oriented work of a firm of architects 
and engineers, DEC Consultants, Ltd., was impressive. The approaches to 
inner city r~newal and new town development merit careful consideration. 

The various institutions of higher learning are only beginning to be involved 
in a very limited way in the urban problems of Thailand. Several faculties 
in Thammasat and Chulalongkorn Universities are beginning to generate in
formation and action which may find their,..~my into policy-making but the 
potential is hardly recognized. 

One form of external assistance which is needed is senior .expertise. This 
was mentioned earlier. There was much questioning of the role of external 
teams and advisors, including strong criticism of American technical advisors. 
The questioning was less about the quality of the advice and more about the 
Thai ability to use the results and their relevance in terms of political, 
administrative, and financial realities. 

Training, preferably done locally, was stressed, along with the need to make 
its use more attractive to potential students. Pilot projects were suggested 
as a means of introducing non-conventional approaches to urban problems. 
Expertise, money, and equipment of various kinds were mentioned as being 
needed in order to tackle the problems of water, sewage, low-cost housing, 
and transportation. 

The most intractable problem, the lack of a mechanism for coordination and 
implementation, is such an internal and politically sensitive area that it 
seems quite inappropriate for external assistance. Nevertheless, the role 
of the outsider in Thailand often has been that of doing or getting done ·what 
Thais have not been able to effect. 

It is too soon to determine the merits of the regional planning project in 
Chiang Mai. It is in the final months of the initial contract, and an ex
te:msicn, possibly for three years, looks promising. 11he major ·problems have 
ueen a lack of' quality data, Thai cormnitment, and continuity of qualified 
pcr::.ionnr::l, botr1 conti~actor and Thai. Much more needs to be learned before 
this approach can be recommended with confidence. 
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REIDRT ON A VISIT TO THAILAND 

Introduction 

1. Dates of visit: November 29 - December 4, 1971 

2. Purpose: 3 general questions 

3. People visited: 
a. previous ·contacts through SFADAG, UN 
b. national and local government officials 
c. university professors . 
d. international aid agency personnel 
e. private business executive 
f. USAID (USOM) Mission personnel 

4. Description of Thailand 
a. democratic monarchy with recent coup; PM and military turned out 

Parliament 
b. not one country, but Bangkok and the rest of Thailand 
c. populations (1970 est.): 35.9 m. 

1. 3 .. 2?/o growth rate 1960 - 1970 
2. urban growth rate: 4.5% 

d. Bangkok a primate city 
1. 2.gm. pop. (with nearly Thonburi: 700,000) 
2. 5. 2?/o growth rate 

e. urbanization · 
1. equated essentially with Bangk.olt. 
2. Chiang Mai, second largest city 

a. 500 +km. north; 100,000·pop. 
3. overall urban pop. est. 4.66 m.; rural, 31.24 m. 

f. centralized government 
1. mostly national 
2. feeble efforts at developing provincial services/institutions 
3. little local gov't 

g. administrative problems whatever the field 
1. lack of decision-making and im.plementation 
2. recent coup a manifestation of growing dissatisfaction 

5. Rural development the focus of the Third Five""'.Year Plan 
a. little such focus until now 
b. presumably to arrest Bangkok's growth 
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6. Housing, new towns, and industrial estates included in Third Five..;Year 
·Plan for first time _,_ 

7. Regional dev.elopment efforts 
a. Northeast Project: American USAID - military effort 
b. Northern Regional Planning Project: UN/IPD Team at Chiang Ma.i 

to do a comprehensive regional plan 
1. Israel firm on contract to l1NDP through UN to Thai Government 

c. Britain requested to make similar effort in Southern Region 
d. tentative approach to UNDP about Western Region 
e. decentralization of authority and funding needed 
f. no National Economic Development Board (NEDB) offices in regions 

1. ·1edgling one at Chiang Mai · 

8. A 42-man IBRD study team to Thailap.d in summer of 1971 
a. urban specialist included 
b. of proposed 6-volurne repol't, 2 volumes out 
c. consortium meeting plalll1ed for February 1972 

9. Security and narcotics problems critical and with international implications 
a. security in the northeast 
b. opium in the northern highlands 

10. Personal relationship the cultural basis for everything in Thailand: 
decisions, implementation, etc. 
a. conflicting interest groups 
b. decision-making process highly diffused in Thai society 
c. very strong tradition of individual liberty and laissez-faire, 

especially in business and economics 

Problems 

L Rapid urban growth as the most serious problem, next only to population 

2. Primacy of Bangkok 
a. concentration in· and around it 
b. migration to it 
c. alternative magnet non-existent; concept, invalid 
d. ·facilities, amenities, job opportunities few elsewhere(~~' students 

never go back home) 
e. migration encouraged by indiscriminate additions to housing stock 
f. limited capacity of rural areas to generate more employment 
g. .limited capacity of 5.ndustry ·to absorb more rural migrants 
h. education system which trains only for white - and blue-collar jobs 

3. Inadequacy of municipal services to meet the demands of geographic and 
demographic growth 
a. water, sewage, drainage inadequacies at top of list 

1. studies, masteJ:• plans, etc. for these, ·out too . costly to implement 
2. e:-'.:panded water supply (several 100 million baht spent) still 

insufficient --
3. AIT study: water supply saline in 20 years, because demand ·will 

lower water ta1)le to that level 
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b. 
c. 

d. 

e. 

-r. 

4. Low 
a. 
b. 
c. 

garbage disposal 
health services 

- 6 -

1 .. better in urban areas, but only about 1/3 of population covered 
housing . 
1. no master plans; no enforced regulations 
2. prohibitive land and construction costs 

a. rigidities in land market 
1. large holdings, including gov 1 t holdings 
2. no capital gains or land tax 
3. wide speculation 

b. no shortage of land 
3. serious overcrowding, but "not another Manila here" 

a. no common criteria for measuring need 
(Litchfield (1961): l m. need social housing) 
(Tero (1971): 100, ooo at the most! ) 

4. more of a social and political problem, not an economic one 
5. comprehensive survey needed 

a. estimates of need (based on $1500 ($75) per month or 
less = low income; common laborer earns $600 ($30) per month) 

1. 100,000 .units now (60,.QOO ·low-income) 
2. 170,000 more units by 1980 (100,000 low-income) 

6. housing built without relation to existing services 
a. if services available, existing housing would be more 

liable 
traffic and transportation 
1. cost and distance to/from work 
2. availability of transport 
3. traffic congestion, especially to foreigners 
4. priority after water-sewage-drainage and housing 
epidemics not a prod! 

density urban sprawl strangling Bangkok 
industry to periphery for cheaper·land 
added burden to existing limited amenities· and services . 
110 square miles added since 1968, but revenue static and no power 
to tax 

5. Inability to implement ex~sting master plans 
a. examples . 

1. Master Plan for Bangkok 20 years· ago, updated 10 years ago, 
never accepted or implemented (Litchfield/USOM: $1 m.) 

2. traffic plan 12 years ago; not implemented 
3. city planning bill 10 years ago; never passed 
L~. water-drainage-sewage plan 6 years ago; not implemented 

b. "dealing" capacity lacking among bickering politicians 
c. enforcement of zoning, eminent domain, etc. difficult politically 
d. lack of achninistre.ti ve decision-making and implementation 
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6. Inability of people to live in an UTban setting 
a. related to ability of cultural environment to absorb the str~ins 
b .. Bangkok: dirt and juvenile delinquency are greater strains than 

are housing and unemployment! 

7. No planning law or long-term policies 

8. Lack of municipal revenue 
a. municipal gov' t controlled by Ministry of Interior 
b. limited taxing power 
c·. '31/o grant to Bang')wk' s budget from national gov't; some subventions 

for specific purposes · 
1. Bangkok: 10 times the size of Tel Aviv, Israel and with one-third 

of its budget 

9. Low government salaries, especially for those returning with external degrees 
a. Master's degree: $95 - $150 per month 

10. Lack of trained manpower 
a. of 200 engineers graduated each year, most go into private sector 
b. few graduates in plar..ning (architecture grads study planning overseas) 

and few jobs to return to 
c. expatriate experts not very good trainers; have job.to do 

11. Growing number of educated unemployed 
a. manpower planning began in 1964, not completed by RTG 
b. excess of social science graduates, lawyers, etc. 

12. Recognition of urban problems by decision-makers, in terms of those faced 
daily (water, traffic, etc.) 
a. however, not considered serious enough to give them priority 
b. not considered a part of regional planning and· development 
c. structure and space not seen as parts of the development process 
d. lack of knowledgeable, committed people at.high levels and in key 

positions - ··"'· 
e. lack of public discussion of problems, .except in physical terms 
f. no understanding of tqe tradeoffs between economic growth and social 

justice (e.g., economic vs. social housing) - -

13. Diffused decision-making arid coordinating mechanisms 
a. no central institution as administrator 
b. sewage systems not rationalized 
c. interdepartmental subcommittee on each master plan 
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1. ~, a subcormnittee on ho~using involves Departmen-tt._of Public 
Welfare, :fown and Country Planning Organization, Police 
Department, Fire Brigade, Ministry of the Interior, Municipal 
~lectricity Authority, Telephone Organization of Thailand, 
·and the Mµnicipal Department of Public Works 

2. ibid. for environmental matters, ·but none for water .resources 
d. disjointed and .incomplete a.pproi-t .. d-;1es . 

1. .!:.:...B.·, a. study of education by the Faculty of Education of 
Chulalongkorn University did not include the Faculty of 
Engineering to study home-school traffic patterns and needs 

2. ~.,housing for several thousands built without prov:i.sion of 
schools or public transport to employment opportunities 

e. National Economic Development Board (NEDB) responsible for national. 
planning, but no~ .. for administering national budgeting 

. 
Approaches and Resources 

A. Generally 

1. No overt alteration of things, '"but a gradual balancing of different 
interests. 

a.. not a crisis view of things (~., ''isolating and dealing with 
problems with a cathartic fallout") 

b. laws support changes already occurring; seen as "way stations" 
(~., town planning law) 

2. Individual liberty and laissez-faire strong 
a. especially in business and economic affairs 

3. Decision-making a diffuse process in Tha.i society 

4. Foreigners used to push new and different.ideas/institutions 
a. some Thai bitterness over this! 

5. Any improvement in Bangkok seen as a serious drain on the resouxces 
of the rest of the coW1try 

6. Essentially a sector project priority approach, not a holistic 
approach 

. B. Past 

1. Master plans for various infrastructural services, but not 
·implemented 
a. Banq)wk Master Plan 20 years ago, updated 10 years a.go. 
b. traffic plan 12 years ago 

1. now Ge:rman Team doing short-term (December 1971) and 
lonr:;-term (Deceniber 1973) plans with Thai counterparts 

c. water, drainage, sewage, flood control 6 years ago. 
:;;.. ------· 

. ...-::, 
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1. by American contractors 2 years ago 
d. electricity capacity considered adequate in urban areas 

C. Current 
1. Regional planning projects 

a. Northeast 
1. overall development 
2. cities and hinterland 
3. related to security and military operations 

b. North 
1. Israeli Team (IPD) on contract to UNDP through the UN 

to the Thai Government 
a. originally for 18 months; 3-year extension proposed 

1. 90~95 man-months; recruitment a serious problem 
b. growth pol_e concept and project identification as 

result of IBRD "carrot" 
c. precursor to proposed NEDB Northern Region Development 

Center in Chjang Yiai 
d~ housed in Dept of Sociology and Anthropology of the 

University of Chiang Mai 
2. indicative not precise data available 

a. other data la.eking; many unpredictables 
3. emphasis on developing bankable projects (as defined by IBRD) 

a. not all sectors covered; emphasis on agricultlcre 
b. 40 defined, but some are institution building 

4. develo'pment of an overall strategy for developinent 
a.. macro analysis of major structural problems 
b. implementation guidelines 

5. factors 
a. two ecological subregions 

l. opium in the hills and non-Thai tribesmen 
2. rice in bottom land and Thai 
3. dealing essentially ·with bottom area 

b. 8 ~illion population and 3 principal cities (largest: 
Chaing Mai, 100,000) 300 miles from Bang...~ok 

c. development underway in spite of Thai Goverrunent 
d. absentee landowners mostly in Bangkok 

1. disinterest, except for political reasons 
e. regional development Chapter in latest Plan 

2. Settlement Schemes 
a. 53 settlement schemes under NEDB 

1. 2 million people involved 
2. good physical planning, but lacking in development planning 
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Government.Ministries and Departments 
a. National Economic Planning Board 

1# settlement schemes (see above) 
2. economic planning project for development of provincial 

planning council 
a •. one organized, one planned for Chiang Mai 

b. Department of Town and Country Planning Organization 
1. in the Ministry of the Interior 
2. established 2 years ago ,to help :with passage of 

a.city planning law 
a. implementation budget will be difficult 

3. planning function is 10 years old 
a. lacks priority 
b. cuts a.cross well-established interests 

4. completed comprehensive plan for Bangkok 
a. being studied by Ministry of Interior 

5. staff of 9-10 q_ualified planners with country-wide 
responsibility 

a. others mainly architects and engineers; very few 
social scientists _ 

c. Department of Public Welfare 
1. includes ,a Housing Bureau 
2. began 15 years ago to build public housing 

a. created more slums because of shoddy construction and 
incompetent management 

b. to deal with "created" slums before building more 
housing (need 100,000 units more each year) 

3. developed hire-purchase schemes for upper-and middle-income 
people 

a. ?Cf/o of old ones sold to wealthy people 
b. 6,000 more units now being planned@~ 50,000 ($2,500); 

~ 500 ($25) per month payment 
c. Klang Chan scheme:. houses@ 1 90,000 ($4,500); ~ 500 

($25) per month payment; for people with ~ 3,000 ($150) 
per month income · 

4. problems of housing 
a. standards (architects) vs. needs (social workers) 
b. control of occupancy when incomes are not reported 
c. rent of ~ 18o ($9) per month is too·:much for average 

worker with earnings of $1.25 per day or $35 per month 
d. built mostly in Bangkok, little help in the provinces 

5. suggested changes 
a. make housing less attractive in order to discourage 

high-income infiltration 
b. build o!lly for lower-middle and low-income; 'let private 

enterprise do the rest 
c. provide more flexibility in infrastructuTal services 

i·eq_uirements 
d. experiment with different kinds of buildings 
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d. Interministerial Committee on Metropolitan Planning 
1. set up_ in Department of' To'wn and Country Planning according 

a to proposed city planning lalA} 
2. encouraging, but piecemeal approach 

e. National Council on Environmental Control 
1. secretariat in NEDB; chairman is Secretary in Ministry of 

of Health 
2. large Cabinet-level organization 
3. to coordinate activities and develop a 5-year program 

dealing with water and air pollution in urban areas 
4. considerable data on water pollution, exhaust fumes, 

occupational health 
5. collecting data on noise 
6. a study-research-reporting approach 

f. Board ·of Investments 
1. one of many special authorities 
2. has wide discretionary powers 
3. could include criteria about location of investments, offer 

special privileges and incentives 
4. typical of special agencies with wide discretion within and 

before specific laws 
g. Municipality of Bangkok 

L foLU' scholarships annually for training overseas 
2. 20 in Municipality staffs trained with AID grants 

4. University Resources 
a. Thammasat University 

1. Faculty of Economics - regional planning courses 
2. School of Architecture-graduate program in physical planning 
3. School of Social Administ~ation - city planning co!.1.l'ses 

a. Klang Toey study: study of Eangkok squatter settlement 
1. first urban community development effort in Thailand 
2. presented to Cabinet 

b. Prasarnmit College of Education 
l. Department of Geography study of traditional, semi-urban 

trading centers (called sanitation districts) 
a. more than 600 with population of 3 million (2,500 to 

15,000 population each) 
b. Ministry of Interior data being analyzed in terms of 

their contribution to GDP 
c. studying their role as a transition between rural 

and metro-urban areas. 
c. Mahidol University (of science and medicine) 

l. library on environmental studies a gift from Asia Foundation 
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d. Asian Institute of Technology 
1. located on campus of ChulalongJrnrn University 
2. started under SEATO, 1959 - 1968 
3. 5CP/a of budget from AID under a contraCt with·Colorado 

·state University 
4. faculty: 2/3 seconded from UK and USA 
5. students: 250 from 20 countries 
6. from civil engineering only to broader program, including 

a graduate program 
a. engineering, water resources, transportation 

structures and foundations, public health, systems 
engineering and management (urban focus with 
25 graduate students) 

e. National Institute of Development Administration 
1. graduate program in regional administrative planning 

f. Institute of P_opulation Studies 
1. focus on population policy and urban development 
2. first research center a.t Chulalongkorn University 

a. before, teaching only; no research and little. 
public service 

b. began by Prime ~:tfunister in 1966; received royal 
decree in 1970 

3. goal is education of policy makers andthen the public 
4. AID-funded longitudinal study of socio-economic and 

population changes, both rural and.urban 
g. University of Chiang :Mai 

1. Tribal Research Center 
2. Faculties of Agriculture and Geography 

h. more university - government cooperation in past two years 
1. more government requests for and uses research 
2.. social sciences as well as physical sciences 

5. Other A~?proaches and Resources 
a. A~;sociation for Conservation of the Environment, a new 

organization 
b. .Asia. F.oundation grants for Thais to attend international 

meetings 
1. preference for people in non-governmental organizations 

and universities 
c. Increased supply (oversupply?) of middle-level technicians 

1. a result of cutback in U.S.-sponsored building in 
Thailand 

d. UNECAFE regional reviews of the social situation give 
attention to urban problems 

1. a socio-economic approach needed 
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Proposed . 
1. Post-coup period (November 1971) seen as a time for new proposals, 

even·drastic ones 
2. Regional cen~ers and new towns to decentralize development· and to 

retard migration to Bang.~ok 
a. as incentives, tax breaks and infrastructural development 

1. Board of Investments (see above) 
b. some hospitals and universities in provinces in last 10 years 
c; measured against cost of dealing with existing problems in the 

old city(~., sewage a.nd transportation in Bangkok) 
3. High-density redevelopment in the city 

a. new to Thais, not to Chinese 
b. constraints: only rentals, can't own property vertically 

1. condominium bill drafted 
4. Satellite town beyond Bangkok International Airport 

a. self-contained, not a bedroom town 
b. 2,000 acres; 150,000 to 200,000 population 
c. from low-income to luxury housing 
d. factories and university 
e. planned by multidisciplinar.;y team of architects, planners, 

engineers, and one economist 
f. problem of f~nance 
g. hope to begin in March 1972 

5. Development of new ports as one approach to rapid urbanization 
a. examples in Thailand and Taiwan 

6. Klang Jon Project 
a. study and urban community development program sponsored by 

·School of Social Administration of Thammasat University 
b. a middle-class settlement 
c. hope to make conparative study with Klang Toey (see above) 

7. Use of private sector for more difficult tasks a la Singapore 
a. job creating while dealing with urban problems 

8. Institute of Urban Studies at.Chulalongkorn University 
a. possibly in February 1972 

9. UNECAFE survey of training and research facilities for housing, 
building, and planning 

a. started in 1968; to be completed in summer of 1972 
·b. conference pr.oposed as a follow-up with deans of. planning 

schools 
10. UNECAFE handbook on regional macro-economic planning and spatial 

planning 
a. ·to be completed by December 1972 
b. Australian Govermnent to print it 
c. a rovj,ng regional seminar proposed as a follow-up, using manual 

as a guinea pig 

. ., 
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Assistance 

1. Crisis approach counterproductive 

2. Comprehensive planning premature in developing countries 
a. need to look for strategic points of strain 

3. Consultant reports frighten 
a. ·standards too high 
b. budgetary expense prohibitive 
c. the usual end of most external expertise 
d. many existing from AID, ECAFE, and other experts/consultants 

l~. Understanding of local culture before technical recommendations are 
made 

a. ~·, consequences of doing away with the pedicabs 

5. Avoid the casual, one-project approach 
a. unstable funding and management 
b. overall approach better 
c. use joint pilot project approach 

1. interdisciplinary 
2. multilateral trust fund 
3. UN flag may be more preferable 
l~. admin. and technical structure w/in S. E. Asia region 

6. Interdisciplinary approach needed; along with administrative and political 
backstopping 

7. Nevertheless, sectoral requests for and offers of assistance continue 
a. requests to USOM for water pollution con-~rol project ($27,000 for 

short-term experts, participant training:, equipment), occupational 
health project (specialists, participant training, equipment) 

b. requests for loans for Bangkok sewer devetopment, grants for other 
services 

c. offe1·s of s'lum clearance and housing in Bangkok by several donors 

8. Senior personnel (exp13rts) willing to work with local personnel and 
to produce a local product . 

a. solid background and experience relevant to situations in developing 
countries 

b.- longer stays to develop credibility, cultural understanding 
c. terms of assignment determined by host government 
d. fields of ppecialization 

L development planning for settlement schemes 
2. municipal 2ffairs (day-to-day management) 
3. p:repa!'ation of indigenous (Thai) material for -v1ider disseminati2::.1 

(Englich publication) 

__ __.;;........----·' 
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4. training and research in urban cowJnunity development 
5. retention of entrepreneurs in rural areas 

e. no strings attached; money acceptable 

9. Research and training as the most rational approaches.by external 
aid to management and administrative problems 
a. general and multidisciplinary 
b. academic and practical 
c. courses and seminars 

l; culturally oriented and interdisciplinary 
2. urbanization as a total process; systems approach 
3. environmental managernent; ecology 

d. support for emerging centers of education and research 
e. to develop information and expertise which will be required when 

Thai Government ready to a,c:t 

10. Research by Thais to deal with Thai problems 
a. relating possible technical solutions to Thai culture 
b. more in anthropology, economics, and sociology 
c. support for thesis/dissertation research on UTban problems in 

Thailand by Thai students stuqying. abroad 

11. Immediate development of a building society _ 
a. technical assistance along with other resources 
b. use existing housing bank as a starter 
c. HIG assistance? 

12. Support for national housing centers which are doing a regional 
(S.E. Asia) job 

a. encourage information exchange 

13. Development of communications and planning mechanisms between local 
and central governments and other rural-urban linkages 

14. No external aid 
a. will cover up administrative deficiencies and empty pronouneements 
b. prerequisites: local efficiency and management, serious commitment 

by decision-makers 
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Appendix 

People Visited in Thailand 

Mr. Edward W. Bouchard 
Deputy Regional Representa.ti ve 
United Nations Development Program 
548 Ploenchit Road 
Bangkok,' Thailand 

Mrs. Valla.bha Chartprasert 
Chief, Social Projects Division 
National Economic Development Board 
962 Krung Kasem Road 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Mr. Charan Burapharat, Chief 
Mr. Pisaek Showchaiya 
Public Utilities Sector 
National Economic Development Board 
962 Krung Kasem Road 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Vinyu Vichit-Vadakan 
Dean, Faculty of Economics 
Tharnmasat Un:i.ver si ty 
Ta Prachan 
Bangkok, Thailand 

~tr. Graham J. Lucas 
Director 
Asia Foundation 
P.O .. Box 1910 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Mr. S. F. Garcia 
Acting Chief 
Housing, Building, and Planning Section 
United Nations ECAFE 
Sala Sanitham Building 
Rajadamneon Avenue 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Mr. Peru.chit Mekangwan, Deputy .Assistant Director 
· Mr. Anmaj Kiriwat 

Housing Bureau 
Departr:~ent of Public Welfare 
St:!.pan 1~~:10 Intersection 
B~ngkok~ Thailand 

.. ' 
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Mr. John L. Ta~lor 
Housing and Building Planning Section 
United Nations Economic Commission for Asia 

and the Far East (ECAFE) 
Sala Santitham Building 
Rajadamneon Avenue 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Donald R. Drew 
Asian Institute of Technology 
c/o Chulalongkorn University 
P.O. Box 2754 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. R. B. Exell 
Asian Institute of Technology 
c/o Chula.longkorn University 
P.O. Box 2754 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Howard G. Schaller 
Regional Representative for Southeast Asia 
Ford Foundation 
Thai Farmers Bank Building 
142 Silom Road 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Jeffrey Romm 
ResouTce Economist 
Office for Southeant Asian Affairs 
Ford FoW1dation 
Thai Farmers Bank Building 
142 Silom Road 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Mr. Tian Achakul 
Director-General 
Department of Public Welfare 
Sapan Kao Intersection 
Bang..'k.ok, Thailand 

Mr. H.B.M~ Homji 
Chief, Social Development Division 
United Nations Economic Commission for Asia 

and the 1''ar Ee.st (ECAFE) 
c/o H.S. Eotr,;l 
Bangkok, fl'hailand 

.: 
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Mr. Apilas Osatananda 
Deputy Director-General 

- 10 -

Department of TechniGal and Economic Cooperation 
962 Krung Kasem Road 
Bangkok, Thailand · 

Dr.. Sumet Jumsai 
DEC Consultants 
South East Insurance Building 
Silom Road 
Bangkok, rrhailand 

Col. Chamlong Aranyakanonda ·· 
Director-General 
Department of Town and Country ·Planning 
5th Floor, New Building 
Ministry of Interj_oT 
Asdang Street 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Pra.sert Vitayarut 
Department of Geography 
Prasarnmit College of Education 
Building No. 4, Soi Prasarnmit 
Bangkok, Thailand 

The Honorable· Thavil Rawangphai 
Lord Mayor of Bangkok 
Municipality of Bangkok 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Professor Nuannard Amatayakul 
Dean, Faculty of Social Administration 
Thamrnasat University 
1'a Prachan 
Bangkok, Thailand 

·Miss Chira Salrnrnpan 
Faculty of Social Administration 
Tharrunasat University 
Ta Prachan 
Bangkok, Thailand 

!~. Pichate Soontoinpipit 
Department of Tectmical and Economic Cooperation 
S•S2 Krunc: Kasem Borrd 
Bangkok, Thailand 

...... 
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Mrs. Sawat Senanarong 
Director .. 
Department of Geography 
Prasarnmit College of .Education 
Building No. 4, Soi IrQSarnmit 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Mr. Bany.at Sasukvat 
Executive Secretary to the Lord Mayor 
Municipality of Bangkok 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. Visid Prachuabmoh 
Director 
Institute of Population Studies. 
Chulalongkorn University 
Ratasatr Building 3 
Bangkok.5, Thailand 

Dr. Chitt Hemachudha 
Director-General 
Department of Public Health 
Devaves Palaces, Samsen 
.Bangkok, Thailand 

~x. Chaiya Pulsirivong 
Chief, Comprehensive Planning Division 
Department of Town and Country Planning 
New Building, 5th floor 
Ministry of Interior 
Asdang Street 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Dr. H. G. Weizmann, Team Leader 
I•tr. Gabrielli 
Mr. Avrom Bendavid 
lfr!/IPD Team 
Northern Region Development 
Chiang Mai University 
P.O. Box 162 
Chiang Mai, . Thailand 

Mr. Lee St. Lawrence, Director 
Mr. Harry Petrequin; Deputy Director 
lfr. Paul Beidler 

-' 

US1UD Regional Economic Development Office 
e/o fa1e1·ican .1'mbassy 
Eetngkok,. Thailand 
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"'-

Mr. Rey M. Hill, Director 
Mr. Frederick "F. Simmons, Deputy Director 
Mr. Jason Brown, Executive Assistant to the Director 
Mr. Osborne I. Hauge, Assistant Director for Economic Development and Investment 
lv'IT. Donald C. Marsden, Chief of Private Enterprise Division 
Mr. Phairoh Praiyanant, Economist, Economic Policy and Planning Division 
USOM Mission to Thailand 
c/o American Embassy 
Bangkok, Thailand 
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