


THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE

Across large swaths of semi-arid southern Africa, where
crops are difficult to grow, millions of people depend
on raising livestock for their livelihoods. Livestock graze
across large parts of the landscape, and share the land
with wildlife such as the African buffalo, which can carry
transboundary animal diseases like foot and mouth,
caused by a virus. This poses a challenge for farmers, for
if they wish to sell their healthy, free-range beef on the
lucrative export market, they must abide by international
trade regulations — regulations that demand that cattle
be physically separated from wildlife by fences out of
concern for disease.

In response, over decades countries in the region have
built thousands of miles of fences to separate livestock
from neighboring wildlife. Although the practice enables
some livestock owners to export beef, it does not help

other farmers and pastoralists who live closest to wildlife.

The vast fences also compromise larger conservation
goals because they disrupt wildlife migration routes,
blocking critical access to water and grazing. As wildlife is
impacted, opportunities for nature-based tourism and its

extraordinary economic potential are also compromised.

Throughout southern Africa, transfrontier conservation
areas (TFCAs) may incorporate, for example,

national parks, game reserves, conservancies and land
under traditional communal tenure. They provide
opportunities for biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development, and they are a priority for the
Southern African Development Community (SADC).
In fact, SADC is aiming for over |00 million hectares of
transfrontier conservation areas — one of the boldest
visions for conservation in the world.

The largest of southern Africa’s |4 terrestrial
transfrontier conservation areas is the Kavango-Zambezi
(KAZA) TFCA. It is home to more than 2.5 million
people and their livestock, and it harbors some 250,000
elephants, the largest population left in the world. If the
threat of key diseases at the wildlife / livestock interface
can be mitigated in the KAZATFCA, the lessons learned
can perhaps be applied in East Africa and Central Asia
as well.
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