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The Citizen's Network for Foreign Affairs, Inc.
partnering with American Farm Bureau Federatlon

1111 19th St., N.W., Suite 900 . ‘
Washington, DC 20036 Project Period: 9/96 - 8/97

Established in 1986, the Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan group dedicated to fostering democracy and promoting the U.S. stake in
development and economic growth worldwide. CNFA builds partnerships between
the public and private sectors to advance sustainable growth and position U.S.
enterprises in the world’s emerging economies. The American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF), established in 1919, has over 4.5 million members in all 50 states
and Puerto Rico. Through grassroots education programs, AFBF provides its
members with information on farm operations and management, as well as other
issues.

The goals of the project, "Expanding Partnerships with American Farmers:
Grassroots Outreach for Global Growth,” are 1) to increase awareness of
international development programs throughout the U.S. agricultural community;

2) design, create and distribute resources for workshops and presentations by Farm
Bureau members to explain the impact of international development; and 3) identify
opportunities for Farm Bureau members to become involved in development activities
in other countries. The goals will be reached through a series of jointly organized
workshops at a national AFBF annual meeting and eight state meetings. Following
the workshops, there will be a set of county-level presentations by AFBF members.
The workshops and meetings will be coupled with media campalgns designed for ,
each target area. =

The activities of this program will reach 15,000 farmers and ranchers at 10 _

-~ workshops and-15 individual presentations. Beginning with workshops at the AFBF
annual meeting and 8 state Farm Bureau meetings, CNFA wiill provide innovative
videos, slide shows, and other resources for workshops on agricultural development
programs. Presentations will continue at board meetings, women'’s and young *
farmers’ meetings and trade shows. Media strategies, including nationally distributed
video news releases, will generate articles, editorials, and increased awareness
among state and local media. CNFA and AFBF will produce an Internet home page to
provide additional impact information. '

As a result of this project, the U.S. agriculture community will gain opportunities to
learn from their friends and colleagues about U.S. efforts to promote democracy and
economic opportunity. The CNFA-AFBF commitment to global growth will be
energized to continue over the long term. Throughout the United States, the
message of U.S. development assistance will be delivered and support will be
strengthened. .

Project Contact: Bret Gallaway, 202-296-3920
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Ms. Elise Storck

Director, Development Education

Office of Private and Voluntary Cooperation
U.S. Agency for International Development
Room 709 SA-8

Washington, D.C. 20523-0804

Dear Elise:

[ am pleased to submit this final report of development education project number (FAO-0230-A-
00-6013-00) undertaken by the Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs in partnership with the
American Farm Bureau Federation. The report covers the period from September 1, 1996
through August 31, 1997. To avoid unnecessary duplication of materials we are only attaching
items produced since the mid-year report.

In this report, we identify and describe the activities undertaken, evaluate their impact on
creating awareness and understanding of development issues among our target audiences, and
discuss lessons learned with respect to effectively achieving our objectives. Overall, we are quite
pleased with the outcome of the effort. Generally, the project achieved its objectives within
budget and within the time frame of the project.

As you know, I entered the scene half-way into the project, so my reflections on its overall
outcome are mostly based on my perceptions of how things went during the first six months, and
my direct Tole in the latter six. During the second half of the project we made several significant
changes in the project, which I think strengthened it materially. We believe these modifications
have erthanced CNFA's long-term capacity to sustain the development education objectives of
the project longer and more permanently than if we had not made them.

Most importantly, we believe we improved the understanding and expanded the awareness
among our target audiences of development issues. We also found the American Farm Bureau
Federation's strengthened commitment to furthering the objectives of development education a
rewarding by-product of our efforts.

David S. Cohen
Director, Public Outreach

Washington, oc
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Washington, DC 20036
tel 202-296-3920
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Executive Summary

Leaders of American farmer organizations believe international development positively impacts upon the
United States politically and economically. For agriculture, the impact is particularly compelling given the
relationship between development and future export markets. However, at the rank and file farmer
level—even after some 15 years of Biden-Pell efforts to expand awareness and understanding—there
continues to be pockets of suspicion that foreign assistance is not very relevant to their lives, or worse, it
does more to create competitors than customers. Clearly attitudes are improving, as we have found in
carrying out this project. We believe the Citizens Network-Farm Bureau partnership embodied the credibility
and integrity to make the project work. The use of Internet technologies, as well as traditional forms of video,
written and oral communications, and interactive workshops, used to convey our messages have had a
positive, lasting impact.

The bottom line is this: (1) farmers and gatekeepers to farmers in their media and leadership organizations
learned about development in more creative and interesting ways than they would have otherwise, which
we believe, in turn, led to better retention of the issues and ideas discussed; (2) CNFA has additional tools
to continue the activities begun under this project longer and more permanently than it would have without
the development education funds; and perhaps most importantly, (3) Farm Bureau strengthened and grew
its commitment as a development educator. Given the size, prominence and influence of Farm Bureau, this
has been a meaningful addition to the development education field, not to mention being a significant feat
for which CNFA is proud to have played a part.

That the Farm Bureau has invited CNFA to lead a 90-minute program at its annual meeting in January 1998
is testament to the success of this effort and its sustainability. Through a series of workshops, media
outreach, dissemination of American Farmers' Partnership with the World (a booklet about the links between
development, trade and American agriculture), and video presentations, hundreds of thousands of farmers,
students and the general public—far more than called for or expected under the original terms of the
project—have been reached.

As expected, this approach embraced the credibility that only a fellow-farmer from a home state or town
could offer. The project mobilized more than 40 Farm Bureau members who have participated in the Citizens
Network farmer-to-farmer Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project year to relate their story to
their colleagues. Numerous articles have appeared in print, and several radio interviews were broadcast. In
all, more than 15,000 U.S. farmers and ranchers were directly reached nationwide in Farm Bureau-CNFA
sponsored programs through nine workshops and at least 25 presentations. Approximately 10,000 additional
farmers; primary, secondary and university educators and students; print and broadcast farm media; local
and regional agricultural associations; and civic organizations and other public institutions via the World
Food Day Committee were sent the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet. The project also
produced two videos and a slide presentation for use at workshops, and an Internet website devoted largely
to development education.

While the full impact of the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet will not be known for
some time since it was disseminated quite late in the project, the initial response has been positive. Requests
from media, universities, state Farm Bureaus and federal agencies have been fielded almost daily for
additional copies of the booklet to further disseminate or for help on how to convey the messages of the
booklet more broadly. Noteworthy is the fact that the World Food Day Committee asked to disseminate
about 1,000 of the booklets and the Future Farmers of America will send some 1,200 the booklets to its
member-chapters.



A request from the president of the Mississippi Farm Bureau, for example, will likely result in an on-site
presentation by CNFA sometime in 1998. It is particularly significant, that until now, interest in these issues
from the deep South has been sparse. Indeed, within a matter of weeks after the booklet's dissemination,
invitations to serve on panels (including the Illinois Expo, attended by some 350,000 Illinois farmers) and
to give speeches about the booklet's content were received. To the extent CNFA funds and time have
permitted, we have responded affirmatively to those requests. In at least one instance, we hope to
significantly broaden the ripple effect of the project when we man a booth at the 1998 American Farm
Bureau's annual meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina. The booklet will be among the items distributed to
the approximately 10,000 Farm Bureau members expected to attend. '

A video produced by the Farm Bureau-CNFA partnership to highlight development programs was viewed
by 8,000 farmers and ranchers at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. Eight workshops held
at state Farm Bureau annual or other leadership meetings in Oregon, Wisconsin, Kansas, Washington, D.C.,
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and North Carolina brought information on international development directly to more
than 1,000 Farm Bureau leaders. Thousands more farmers, agribusiness professionals and the general public
learned about development through print and broadcast media stories and the dissemination of literature.

About 200 Farm Bureau members viewed the full 20-minute video and talked with CNFA staff at the Farm
Bureau’s 1997 annual trade show in Nashville. The short three-minute version of the video was viewed by
some 11,000 Farm Bureau members who attended the main session. In addition to 30 national agriculture
reporters who covered a joint press conference with Farm Bureau President Dean Kleckner, an estimated
20,000 people in the agriculture community were reached through 14 articles in local newspapers and
coverage on local farm radio stations in the latter workshop roundtables.

Evaluations completed by the target audience consistently showed the project was achieving its goal of
increasing farmers’ awareness of international development issues. Overwhelmingly, those attending the
workshops said the CNFA-Farm Bureau Farmer-to-Farmer partnership should continue. It was also clear
from both the evaluation form responses and the hand-written comments on the evaluations sheets that those
attending believed development education is of value and should continue to be a Farm Bureau priority.

Evaluation surveys (modified in April) were administered at each Farm Bureau program. In the first six,
months 73 percent of program attendees rated the innovative CNFA slide show as very good or excellent in
highlighting the U.S. stake in global development and Farm Bureau's role in development programs; 82
percent indicated that Farm Bureau panelists did an excellent or very good job in reviewing their assignments
and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home. In an open-ended survey question, 74 percent of survey
respondents identified at least one lesson relating to global development learned from the workshops.

The evaluation was redesigned in the latter part of the project in an effort to get more precise feedback.
Regarding questions about the value of the program, 86 percent responded favorably. Asked whether the
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau, a whopping 96 percent
indicated their support. In response to the most important question, Do you think your attitude, awareness
or understanding about economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this
program, 90 percent responded by circling four's and five's on the five-point scale, five being high. Likewise,
91 percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming
operation. On the question of whether the development education program should be continued, 71 percent
said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded.



Results

GOAL 1

Increase Awareness and Support Throughout the Agricultural Community of International
Development Programs. '

Did the Partnership Bring Information to 15,000 U.S. Farmers and Ranchers?
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8,000 AFBF members viewed the CNFA-AFBF video on international development partnerships
at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville.

1,050 Farm Bureau leaders attended workshops at state Farm Bureau meetings.

At least 500 farmers viewed the video at presentations at other state and county-level Farm Bureau
meetings nationwide.

Presentations by Farm Bureau volunteers were made before some 1,500 members in their local
communities.

Approximately 10,000 farmers and others concerned with American agriculture are receiving a copy
of American Farmers' Partership with the World.

Readers and listeners of print and broadcast media stories on the CNFA-Farm Bureau workshops
or returned volunteers are estimated to be in the hundreds of thousands.

Did 50 Farm Bureau Members Participate in Outreach and Other Events?

) 4

Of the 89 volunteers who participated in CNFA's Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project
year, 40 were Farm Bureau members. Each Farm Bureau volunteer made home-town presentations
and participated in local Farm Bureau programs. Many were written about in their local newspapers.

Were Eight Farm Bureau Meetings Organized?

YYYYYYYYY

August 5, 1997 Indiana Farm Bureau Indianapolis

June 20, 1997 Iowa Farm Bureau Des Moines

May 6, 1997 Illinois Farm Bureau Bloomington
April 14, 1997 AFBF Women's Committee Annual Meeting ~ Washington, D.C.
February 21, 1997 Kansas Farm Bureau Young Farmers Meeting Hutchinson
February 20, 1997- North Carolina Farm Bureau Raleigh

January 5-7, 1997 American Farm Bureau Federation Anl. Mtg.  Nashville
December 10, 1996 Wisconsin Farm Bureau Milwaukee
December 4 1996 Oregon Farm Bureau Ashland

Did 20 County Farm Bureaus, Women's and Young Farmers’ Groups, and Civic Groups Host AFBF Leaders
to Make Presentations on International Development Activities?

>

Some 35 diverse groups hosted presentations by CNFA volunteers, including groups like the
Grassworks Association in Stevens Point, Indiana, the Chikasaw County (Iowa) Crop Improvement
Association, and the Chapel Rock Christian Church.



Did the Workshops, Presentations, and Development Education Materials Influence Attitudes Regarding
International Development Assistance?

» During the first half of the project, 73 percent of workshop attendees rated the innovative CNFA
slide show as very good or excellent in "highlighting the U.S. stake in global development;" 82
percent indicated the panel discussions members did an excellent or very good job in "reviewing
their assignments and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home;"and 74 percent of survey
respondents, in an open-ended question, identified at least one lesson relating to global development
learned from the workshops.

» In the project's second half, 86 percent considered the overall program of value; 96 percent said
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau; 90 percent
responded favorably to the question, "Do you think your attitude, awareness or understanding about
economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this program;" and 91
percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming
operation. On the question of whether development education program should be continued, 71
percent said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded.

GOAL 2
Design, Create, and Distribute Resources for Workshops and Presentations by Farm Bureau
Members to Be Effective in Explaining the Impact of International Development.

Did the Partership Produce a Video Documentary on AFBF Members Working in the NIS?

» Two videos promote understanding of international activities.

» A planned, third "video news release" was not produced after a trip to Ukraine to film the grand
opening of a women's-owned cannery was canceled due to political uncertainties. Instead, the
American Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet was written and disseminated.

» A 15-minute video tracks the assignment of a Kansas Farm Bureau volunteer in Ukraine.

» A three-minute video highlights Farm Bureau’s participation in global development.

» North Carolina Farm Bureau also produced a version of the video.

Did the Partnership Create an Innovative Slide Show?

» CNFA produced an innovative slide presentation to provide information on the U.S. role in foreign
aid and Farm Bureau’s participation in global development programs.

Were Slide Show and Other Materials Helpful to Farm Bureau Presenters?
» According to the evaluations completed by workshop attendees and informal comments from Farm

Bureau members, the slide presentation increased awareness of: (1) the extent of Farm Bureau’s
participation in development, and (2) the importance of international development to the United States.



Did the Partership Create an Internet Home Page, Put it On-line, Link it with the AFBF Home Page, and
Announce it at the AFBF Annual Meeting? '

» The CNFA home page is on-line (http://www.cnfa.com) and providing information on development
education opportunities to participate in the CNFA volunteer program. The webpage is currently being
upgraded to make the site more visually appealing, informative and user friendly. Targeted for
completion in October 1997, the upgrade should enhance CNFA's development education efforts.

» Thesite is linked with the Farm Bureau Internet site (http://www.fb.com).

» CNFA announced the home page during the Farm Bureau annual meeting in Nashville.

Does the Home Page Include Information on Program Impact and Opportunities in Other Programs?

» The web site main page describes CNFA's key programs: (1) Agribusiness Partnerships Program; (2)
Agribusiness Volunteer Program; (3) Development Education; (4) Corporate Sponsor Program; (5)
Agribusiness Alliance; and (6) Ukrainian Agricultural Development Company.

» A "What's New" page has information about new publications and upcoming CNFA events.

»  Other sites on the CNFA home page include a newsroom; information on getting involved in the farmer-
to- farmer program; and a link with the USAID web site which enables farmers and others to learn more
about international development.

Did the Partnership's Media Strategy Include Six Video News Releases?

» The partnership produced six radio news releases via the AFBF Newsline—a daily broadcast news service
that provides stories to hundreds of radio stations. The partnership did not produce a video news release.

v

Did the Strategy Generate Articles and Editorial Pieces in Leading Local Papers Nationwide?

»  Atleast 53 articles on volunteer activities and the CNFA-Farm Bureau program appeared in newspapers,
magazines and trade publications.

» 10 radio interviews were conducted with CNFA presenters in the second half of the project.

» Six radio stories on Farm Bureau's Newsline were distributed nationwide to farm radio stations.

GOAL 3

Identify opportunities for Farm Bureau members to get involved in development activities in other
countries.

How Many Opportunities Did the Partnership Identify for U.S. Farmers to Participate in Development Activities?

During the project year, 40 Farm Bureau members participated in development activities.
CNFA-AFBF’s video highlighted opportunities for farmers to participate.

The CNFA website provided information on upcoming assignments and applications.

The slide show and presentation included information on volunteering.

CNFA's bi-monthly newsletter outlines assignments and asks for suggestions of potential volunteers.
A specialized quarterly newsletter is targeted to former and potential volunteers.

CNFA managed a booth at the 1997 Farm Bureau annual meeting to answer questions about development
programs and volunteer assignments. It will do so again in 1998.

YYYYYYY
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How Many AFBF Members and Others in the Agriculture Community Approached the Partnership to Learn
More about International Development Programs?

» The CNFA Agribusiness Volunteer Program's database now has more than 950 names that serve as
its pool of potential volunteers. At least 300 American farmers and ranchers have contacted CNFA
and/or the Farm Bureau directly to learn more about international development programs.

75 people asked for volunteer applications to be considered for an overseas assignment at the CNFA
booth during the AFBF trade show in Nashville.

» Anaverage of 25 Farm Bureau members requested applications at each state Farm Bureau workshop
(Oregon, Wisconsin, and Kansas, North Carolina, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Washington, D.C).



Findings, Lessons Learned and Conclusions

. Despite many years of formal development education outreach undertaken by the U.S. Agency for
International Development and informal efforts undertaken by farmer organizations, commodity groups
and agricultural trade associations to explain development and trade linkages, the job is not complete.
Much of American agriculture's leadership understand development and foreign policy issues and their
importance to the United States generally and to American farmers in particular. Widespread interest in
the subjects discussed in this project, feedback culled from the workshops and requests for further
information, however, suggest that more, not less needs to be done to continue the job of creating
awareness and expanding the understanding not only among farmers, but among Americans in general,
as well, of development issues.

. Formal evaluations can be a critically important tool in ensuring that messages are both developed and
delivered effectively. Mid-way through the project, we evaluated our evaluation form and decided to
revise it to give a more accurate, reflective reading of our primary target audience. While this was done
relatively late in the project, since many of the workshop and presentation events had already been
completed, we were able to modify the format of some of our later workshops (video presentation versus
slides, for example) to be more effective. As important, however, has been the anecdotal feedback. We
have fielded many telephone calls, "lobby" conversations and the like about the subject matter of the
programs. This feedback, too, was taken into account as we continued, virtually until the last day of the
project, to refine our message and approach. In the end, we believe this resulted in giving more
sustainability to the objectives of this project.

. In a similar vein, such changes made during the project demonstrate how difficult it is to plan far in
advance of the project's undertaking, given the proposal development and approval process. This is
particularly problematic for CNFA as it interacts with its key constituency—the private business sector.
Most companies and their trade associations are simply not equipped or prepared to make such long range
commitments, as required to prepare development education proposals. Nonetheless, CNFA believes it
has the responsibility to address development concerns in the course of its regular work. To the extent
it can, it will continue to do so. However, we appreciate USAID's flexibility, as demonstrated in this just-
ended project to make some adjustments throughout the project. With that spirit, we believe the
development education program will continue to achieve one of its most important goals of broadening
its reach to new audiences with meaningful messages about global-local links.

. One of the means, thanks to USAID's support, by which we responded to the feedback, was to upgrade
CNFA's website as a development education tool. We think the changes to the site, still under
construction, will be to make it more inviting, user-friendly and informative. The upgrade clearly will
strengthen and sustain CNFA's development education efforts. Without support from USAID, the changes
would not have occurred.

. A pleasant, but unexpected surprise that occurred late in the project was an inquiry from the Journal of
Commerce, a U.S. circulated trade newspaper owned by the British weekly magazine, The Economist.
A visit to Journal of Commerce headquarters opened a dialogue that is expected to result in a joint
- CNFA-Journal of Commerce conference on development and trade issues in 1998. This is likely to be
the first of several such conferences. Clearly, the Journal of Commerce's interest reflects the strength of
the development-trade link. With a little help from Biden-Pell, CNFA's has increased its capacity to
sustain such efforts long beyond the term of the project grant.
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While guidelines and restrictions on the development education program have become considerably more
strict over the years, which conceptually at least limits much flexibility in the projects once they are
underway, we were pleased that USAID permitted CNFA to make several changes which we believe
materially enhanced the outcome of our activities. For example, part of this project involved producing
a video news release of the grand opening of a women's-owned cannery in L'viv, Ukraine in August 1997.
When political uncertainties forced the cancellation of the trip, this project was left with a vacuum to fill
with regard to that particular activity. In consultation with USAID, we decided to develop a booklet
aimed principally at farmers, but the larger public as well, that described the global-local links of
American agriculture and emerging economies. Ultimately, we believe the trip's cancellation was
fortuitous, because the booklet is likely to have a far-longer impact than a video news release, which was
problematic from the start, since there were no guarantees that it would be picked up by news stations
and broadcast at all. In contrast, the booklet is being disseminated to some 10,000 recipients. Since it was
first mailed in August 1997, requests for additional copies have been numerous. See attached list.

. We believe there are numerous reasons behind the immediate success of the American Farmers'

Partnership in the World booklet. Clearly, the content was paramount. Successfully creating and
conveying the message required not only an intimate understanding of the audience, but of current trade
and development issues. No less important, was the booklet's style. Its color, dimensions, number of
pages, typeface, etc. all contributed to making the publication a "readable" piece. At CNFA we hope to
build on this lesson, as we produce future documents and publications.

The personal and professional relationships established between the Farm Bureau and Citizens Network
during throughout the Biden-Pell project has been immeasurable. For example, the Farm Bureau
continues to serve as CNFA's website host server at its expense. It is distributing copies of the American
Farmers’ Partnership with the World booklet and responding to requests about it. And, it has invited
CNFA to lead a 90-minute session and its annual meeting in January 1998 on development and the
farmer-to-farmer program. It is highly unlikely that such a warm extension to participate would have
been made without the Biden-Pell impetus. CNFA also intends to man a booth over the three-day trade
show held in conjunction with the annual meeting.

One of the rewards of this project and its sister farmer-to-farmer program, is the continuation of activities
by volunteers once they have returned from an overseas assignment under CNFA's Agribusiness
Volunteer Program. Driven initially by this development education project, in which volunteers speak
before Farm Bureau audiences about their experience, many have continued making such presentations

without CNFA's encouragement. In one case, a returned volunteer established her own Internet home

10.
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page on Central Asia.

In addition to the various mediums of outreach promised under this project, at its initiative, CNFA for
the first time in a number of years dedicated a page in its annual report to development education. The
report was distributed to some 1,500 company, government, academic, civic and association leaders
around the world. An additional 1,500 are being distributed throughout the year. The page is attached.

Piggy-backing on planned meetings and programs was an excellent vehicle to explain the issues of
development. Rather than hosting or organizing an independent program, in the case of the Farm Bureau
project its leaders gave credibility to the undertaking. Future success will clearly be tied to the
acceptance and commitment of Farm Bureau leaders to continue the type of development education
begun under this project. We believe the Biden-Pell provided the impetus for this to happen.



Impact on Project’s Audience

(Selected Comments from Evaluation Questionnaires)

What is the most important insight(s) you gained from this workshop?

VYVYY YYVVYYVY

YYVYYVYY

Plight of foreign countries.
Russia is definitely from the old times. We need to help them so we can create new markets.
A new awareness of the needs in Russia and other areas of our world.
The difference in our countries.
All people are basically the same.
We still have a problem with helping other countries when so many people in our
own need help. Will they eventually take away some of our markets by using our

technology? :
More information was given than at other times.
The importance of helping our neighbors around the world.
How important it is for the foreign farmers to gain their independence.
The importance of establishing grass roots farm organizations in developing democracies.
The

Farm Bureau can provide a tremendous amount of input into this effort.
How much work needs to be done!
Knowledge of our neighbors in world markets.
Very good workshop for helping other people in the world.
Information. }
Realizing that problems in Russia need to be addressed for the sake of our country and the

world.

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar
workshops?

More structured, more visual, maps.

Allow more time for presentation—speakers were rushed.
Very good.

To continue the good that is done.

Make more Farm Bureau members aware of this program.
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Executive Summary

Leaders of American farmer organizations believe international development positively fmpacts upon the
United States politically and economically. For agriculture, the impact is particularly compelling given the
relationship between development and future export markets. However, at the rank and file farmer
level—even after some 15 years of Biden-Pell efforts to expand awareness and understanding—there
continues to be packets of suspicion that foreign assistance is not very relevant to their lives, or worse, it
does more to create competitors than customers. Clearly attitudes are improving, as we have found in
carrying out this project. We believe the Citizens Network-Farm Bureau partnership embodied the credibility
and integrity to make the project work. The use of Internet technologies, as well as traditional forms of video,

written and oral communications, and mteractwe workshops, used to convey our messages have had a
positive, lasting impact. '

The bottom line is this: (1) farmers and gatekeepers to farmers in their media and leadership organizations
learned about development in more creative and interesting ways than they would have otherwise, which
we believe, in turn, led to better retention of the issues and ideas discussed; (2) CNFA has additional tools
to continue the activities begun under this project longer and more permanently than it would have without
the development education funds; and perhaps most importantly, (3) Farm Bureau strengthened and grew
its commitment as a development educator. Given the size, prominence and influence of Farm Bureau, this
has been a meaningful addition to the development education field, not to mention being a significant feat
for which CNFA is proud to have played a part.

That the Farm Bureau has invited CNFA to lead a 90-minute program at its annual meeting in January 1998
is testament to the success of this effort and its sustainability. Through a series of workshops, media .
outreach, dissemination of American Farmers' Partnership with the World (a booklet about the links between
development, trade and American agriculture), and video presentations, hundreds of thousands of farmers,
students and the general public—far more than called for or expected under the original tenns of the
project—have been reached.

As expected, this approach embraced the credibility that only a fellow-farmer from a home state or town
could offer. The project mobilized more than 40 Farm Bureau members who have participated in the Citizens
Network farmer-to-farmer Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project year to relate their story to
their colleagues. Numerous articles have appeared in print, and several radio interviews were broadcast. In
all, more than 15,000 U.S. farmers and ranchers were directly reached nationwide in Farm Bureau-CNFA
sponsored programs through nine workshops and at least 25 presentations. Approximately 10,000 additional
farmers; primary, secondary and university educators and students; print and broadcast farm media; local
and regional agricultural associations; and civic organizations and other public institutions via the World
Food Day Committee were sent the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet. The project also
produced two videos and a slide presentation for use at workshops, and an Internet web51te devoted largely
to development education.

While the full impact of the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet will not be known for
some time since it was disseminated quite late in the project, the initial response has been positive. Requests
from media, universities, state Farm Bureaus and federal agencies have been fielded almost daily for
additional copies of the booklet to further disseminate or for help on how to convey the messages of the
booklet more broadly. Noteworthy is the fact that the World Food Day Committee asked to disseminate
about 1,000 of the booklets and the Future Farmers of America will send some 1,200 the booklets to its
. member-chapters. '



A request from the president of the Mississippi Farm Bureau, for example, will likely result in an on-site
presentation by CNFA sometime in 1998. It is particularly significant, that until now, interest in these issues
from the deep South has been sparse. Indeed, within a matter of weeks after the booklet's dissemination,
invitations to serve on panels (including the Illinois Expo, attended by some 350,000 Illinois farmers) and
to give speeches about the booklet's content were received. To the extent CNFA funds and time have
permitted, we have responded affirmatively to those requests. In at least. one instance, we hope to
significantly broaden the ripple effect of the project when we man a booth at the 1998 American Farm
Bureau's annual meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina. The booklet will be among the items distributed to
the approximately 10,000 Farm Bureau members expected to attend. ’

- A video produced by the Farm Bureau-CNFA partnership to highlight development programs was viewed
by 8,000 farmers and ranchers at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. Eight workshops held
at state Farm Bureau annual or other leadership meetings in Oregon, Wisconsin, Kansas, Washington, D.C.,
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and North Carolina brought information on international development directly to more
than 1,000 Farm Bureau leaders. Thousands more farmers, agribusiness professionals and the general public
learned about development through print and broadcast media stories and the dissemination of literature.

About 200 Farm Bureau members viewed the full 20-minute video and talked with CNFA staff at the Farm
Bureau's 1997 annual trade show in Nashville. The short three-minute version of the video was viewed by
some 11,000 Farm Bureau members who attended the main session. In addition to 30 national agriculture
reporters who covered a joint press conference with Farm Bureau President Dean Kleckner, an estimated
20,000 people in the agriculture community were reached through 14 articles in local newspapers and
coverage on local farm radio stations in the latter workshop roundtables.

Evaluations completed by the target audience consistently showed the project was achieving its goal of
increasing farmers’ awareness of international development issues. Overwhelmingly, those attending the
workshops said the CNFA-Farm Bureau Farmer-to-Farmer partnership should continue. It was also clear
from both the evaluation form responses and the hand-written comments on the evaluations sheets that those
attending believed development education is of value and should continue to be a Farm Burean priority.

Evaluation surveys (modified in April) were administered at each Farm Bureau program. In the first six,
months 73 percent of program attendees rated the innovative CNFA slide show as very good or excellent in
highlighting the U.S. stake in global development and Farm Bureau's role in development programs; 82
percent indicated that Farm Bureau panelists did an excellent or very good job in reviewing their assignments
and the impact on agricuiture abroad and at home. In an open-ended survey question, 74 percent of survey
respondents identified at least one lesson relating to global development leamed from the workshops.

The evaluation was redesigned in the latter part of the project in an effort to get more precise feedback.
Regarding questions about the value of the program, 86 percent responded favorably. Asked whether the
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau, a whopping 96 percent
indicated their support. In response to the most important question, Do you think your attitude, awareness
or understanding about economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this
program, 90 percent responded by circling four's and five's on the five-point scale, five being high. Likewise,
91 percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming
operation. On the question of whether the development education program should be continued, 71 percent
said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded.



Results

GOAL 1

Increase Awareness and Support Throughout the Agricultural Community of International
. Development Programs. "

Did the Partnership Bring Information to 15,000 U.S. Farmers and Ranchers?

>

Y Y Y YY

8,000 AFBF members viewed the CNFA~AFBF video on international development partnerships
at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville.

1,050 Farm Bureau leaders attended workshops at state Farm Bureau meetings.

At least 500 farmers viewed the video at presentations at other state and county-level Farm Bureau
meetings nationwide.

Presentations by Farm Bureau volunteers were made before some 1,500 members in their local
communities.

Approximately 10,000 farmers and others concerned with American agriculture are receiving a copy
of American Farmers' Partnership with the World,

Readers and listeners of print and broadcast media stories on the CNFA-Farm Bureau workshops
or returned volunteers are estimated to be in the hundreds of thousands.

Did 50 Farm Bureau Members Participate in Outreach and Other Events?

>

Of the 89 volunteers who participated in CNFA's Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project
year, 40 were Farm Bureau members. Each Farm Bureau volunteer made home-town presentations
and participated in local Farm Bureau programs. Many were written about in their local newspapers.

Were Eight Farm Bureau Meetings Organized?

" YYYYYYYYY

August 5, 1997 Indiana Farm Bureau Indianapolis

June 20, 1997 Iowa Farm Bureau Des Moines

May 6, 1997 Illinois Farm Bureau Bloomington
April 14,1997 AFBF Women's Committee Annual Meeting  Washington, D.C.
February 21, 1997 Kansas Farm Bureau Young Farmers Meeting Hutchinson
February 20, 1997 North Carolina Farm Bureau Raleigh

January 5-7, 1997 American Farm Bureau Federation Anl. Mtg.  Nashville
December 10, 1996 Wisconsin Farm Bureau Milwaukee
December 4 1996 Oregon Farm Bureau Ashland

Did 20 County Farm Bureaus, Women’s and Young Farmers' Groups, and Civic Groups Host AFBF Leaders
to Make Presentations on International Development Activities?

>

Some 35 diverse groups hosted presentations by CNFA volunteers, including groups like the
Grassworks Association in Stevens Point, Indiana, the Chikasaw County (Iowa) Crop Improvement
Association, and the Chapel Rock Christian Church.



Did the Workshops, Presentations, and Development Education Materials Influence Attitudes Regarding
International Development Assistance?

» During the first half of the project, 73 percent of workshop attendees rated the innovative CNFA
slide show as very good or excellent in "highlighting the U.S. stake in global development;" 82
percent indicated the panel discussions members did an excellent or very good job in "reviewing
their assignments and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home;"and 74 percent of survey
respondents, in an open-ended question, identified at least one lesson relating to global development
learned from the workshops.

» In the project's second half, 86 percent considered the overall program of value; 96 percent said
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau; 90 percent
responded favorably to the question, "Do you think your attitude, awareness or understanding about
economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this program;" and 91
percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming
operation. On the question of whether development education program should be continued, 71
percent said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded.

GOAL 2

Design, Create, and Distribute Resources for Workshops and Presentations by Farm Bureau
Members to Be Effective in Explaining the Impact of International Development.

Did the Partnership Produce a Video Documentary on AFBF Members Working in the NIS?

» Two videos promote understanding of international activities.

» A planned, third "video news release” was not produced after a trip to Ukraine to film the grand
opening of a women's-owned cannery was canceled due to political uncertainties. Instead, the
American Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet was written and disseminated.

» A 15-minute video tracks the assignment of a Kansas Farm Bureau volunteer in Ukraine,

» A three-minute video highlights Farm Bureau’s participation in global development.

» North Carolina Farm Bureau also produced a version of the video.

Did the Parmership Create an Innovative Slide Show?

» CNFA produced an innovative slide presentation to provide information on the U.S. role in foreign
aid and Farm Bureau’s participation in global development programs.

Wefe Slide Show and Other Materials Helpful to Farm Bureau Presenters?
» According to the evaluations completed by workshop attendees and informal comments from Farm

Bureau members, the slide presentation increased awareness of: (1) the extent of Farm Bureau’s
participation in development, and (2) the importance of international development to the United States.



Did the Partnership Create an Internet Home Page, Put it On-line, Link it with the AFBF Home Page, and
Announce it at the AFBF Annual Meeting?

» The CNFA home page is on-line (http://www.cnfa.com) and providing information on development
education opportunities to participate in the CNFA volunteer program. The webpage is currently being
upgraded to make the site more visually appealing, informative and user friendly. Targeted for
completion in October 1997, the upgrade should enhance CNFA's development education efforts.

» Thesite is linked with the Farm Bureau Intemnet site (http://www.fb.com).

» CNFA announced the home page during the Farm Bureau annual meeting in Nashville.

T

Does the Home Page Include Information on Program Impact and Opportunities in Other Programs?

» The web site main page describes CNFA's key programs: (1) Agribusiness Partnerships Program; (2)
Agribusiness Volunteer Program; (3) Development Education; (4) Corporate Sponsor Program; (5)
Agribusiness Alliance; and (6) Ukrainian Agricultural Development Company.

> A "What's New" page has information about new publications and upcoming CNFA events.

> Othersites on the CNFA home page include a newsroom; information on getting involved in the farmer-
to- farmer program; and a link with the USAID web site which enables farmers and others to learn more
about intenational development.

Did the Partnership's Media Strategy Include Six Video News Releases?

> The partnership produced six radio news releases via the AFBF Newsline—a daily broadcast news service
that provides stories to hundreds of radio stations. The partnership did not produce a video news release.

Did the Strategy Generate Articles and Editorial Pieces in Leading Local Papers Nationwide?

> Atleast 53 articles on volunteer activities and the CNFA-Farm Bureau program appeared in newspapers,
magazines and trade publications.
» 10 radio interviews were conducted with CNFA presenters in the second half of the project.
> Six radio stories on Farm Bureau's Newsline were distributed nationwide to farm radio stations.

GOAL 3

Identify opportunities for Farm Bureau members to get involved in development activities in other
countries. ’

How Many Opportunities Did the Partnership Identify for U.S. Farmers to Participate in Development Activities?

During the project year, 40 Farm Bureau members participated in development activities.
CNFA-AFBF’s video highlighted opportunities for farmers to participate. ‘

The CNFA website provided information on upcoming assignments and applications.

The slide show and presentation included information on volunteering.

CNFA's bi-monthly newsletter outlines assignments and asks for suggestions of potential volunteers.
A specialized quarterly newsletter is targeted to former and potential volunteers.

CNFA managed a booth at the 1997 Farm Bureau annual meeting to answer questions about development
programs and volunteer assignments, It will do so again in 1998. '

YYYYYYY
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- How Many AFBF Members and Others in the Agriculture Community Approached the Partnership to Learn
More about International Development Programs?

» The CNFA Agribusiness Volunteer Program's database now has more than 950 names that serve as
its pool of potential volunteers. At least 300 American farmers and ranchers have contacted CNFA
and/or the Farm Bureau directly to learn more about international development programs.

75 people asked for volunteer applications to be considered for an overseas assignment at the CNFA
booth during the AFBF trade show in Nashville.

»  Anaverage of 25 Farm Bureau members requested applications at each state Farm Bureau workshop
(Oregon, Wisconsin, and Kansas, North Carolina, Indiana, Illinois, lowa and Washington, D.C).



Findings, Lessons Learned and Conclusions

. Despite many years of formal development education outreach undertaken by the U.S. Agency for
International Development and informal efforts undertaken by farmer organizations, commodity groups
and agricultural trade associations to explain development and trade linkages, the job is not complete.
Much of American agriculture's leadership understand development and foreign policy issues and their
importance to the United States generally and to American farmers in particular. Widespread interest in
the subjects discussed in this project, feedback culled from the workshops and requests for further
information, however, suggest that more, not less needs to be done to continue the job of creating
awareness and expanding the understanding not only among farmers, but among Americans in general,
as well, of development issues.

. Formal evaluations can be a critically important tool in ensuring that messages are both developed and
delivered effectively, Mid-way through the project, we evaluated our evaluation form and decided to
revise it to give a more accurate, reflective reading of our primary target audience. While this was done
relatively late in the project, since many of the workshop and presentation events had already been
completed, we were able to modify the format of some of our later workshops (video presentation versus
slides, for example) to be more effective. As important, however, has been the anecdotal feedback. We
have fielded many telephone calls, "lobby" conversations and the like about the subject matter of the
programs. This feedback, too, was taken into account as we continued, virtually until the last day of the
project, to refine our message and approach. In the end, we believe this resulted in giving more
sustainability to the objectives of this project.

. In a similar vein, such changes made during the project demonstrate how difficult it is to plan far in
advance of the project's undertaking, given the proposal development and approval process. This is
particularly problematic for CNFA as it interacts with its key constituency—the private business sector.
Most companies and their trade associations are simply not equipped or prepared to make such long range
commitments, as required to prepare development education proposals. Nonetheless, CNFA believes it
has the responsibility to address development concemns in the course of its regular work. To the extent
it can, it will continue to do so. However, we appreciate USAID's flexibility, as demonstrated in this just-
ended project to make some adjustments throughout the project. With that spirit, we believe the

~ development education program will continue to achieve one of its most important goals of broadening
its reach to new audiences with meaningful messages about global-local links.

. One of the means, thanks to USAID's support, by which we responded to the feedback, was to upgrade
CNFA's website as a development education tool. We think the changes to the site, still under
construction, will be to make it more inviting, user-friendly and informative. The upgrade clearly will
strengthen and sustain CNFA's development education efforts. Without support from USAID, the changes
would not have occurred.

. A pleasant, but unexpected surprise that occurred late in the project was an inquiry from the Journal of
Commerce, a .S, circulated trade newspaper owned by the British weekly magazine, The Economist.
A visit to Journal of Commerce headquarters opened a dialogue that is expected to result in a joint
- CNFA-Journal of Commerce conference on development and trade issues in 1998. This is likely to be
the first of several such conferences. Clearly, the Journal of Commerce’s interest reflects the strength of
the development-trade link. With a little help from Biden-Pell, CNFA's has increased its capacity to
sustain such efforts long beyond the term of the project grant.



While guidelines and restrictions on the development education program have become considerably more
strict over the years, which conceptually at least limits much flexibility in the projects once they are
underway, we were pleased that USAID permitted CNFA to make several changes which we believe
materially enhanced the outcome of our activities. For example, part of this project involved producing
a video news release of the grand opening of a women's-owned cannery in L'viv, Ukraine in August 1997.
When political uncertainties forced the cancellation of the trip, this project was left with a vacuum to fill
with regard to that particular activity. In consultation with USAID, we decided to develop a booklet
aimed principally at farmers, but the larger public as well, that described the global-local links of
American agriculture and emerging economies. Ultimately, we believe the trip's cancellation was
fortuitous, because the booklet is likely to have a far-longer impact than a video news release, which was
problematic from the start, since there were no guarantees that it would be picked up by news stations
and broadcast at all. In contrast, the booklet is being disseminated to some 10,000 recipients. Since it was
first mailed in August 1997, requests for additional copies have been numerous. See attached list.

. We believe there are numerous reasons behind the immediate success of the American Farmers'

Partnership in-the World booklet. Clearly, 'the content was paramount. Successfully creating and
conveying the message required not only an intimate understanding of the audience, but of current trade

~ and development issues. No less important, was the booklet's style. Its color, dimensions, number of

pages, typeface, etc. all contributed to making the publication a "readable" piece. At CNFA we hope to
build on this lesson, as we produce future documents and publications.

The personal and professional relationships established between the Farm Bureau and Citizens Network
during throughout the Biden-Pell project has been immeasurable. For example, the Farm Bureau
continues to serve as CNFA's website host server at its expense. It is distributing copies of the American
Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet and responding to requests about it. And, it has invited
CNFA to lead a 90-minute session and its annual meeting in January 1998 on development and the
farmer-to-farmer program. It is highly unlikely that such a warm extension to participate would have
been made without the Biden-Pell impetus. CNFA also intends to man a booth over the three-day trade
show held in conjunction with the annual meetmg

One of the rewards of this project and its sister farmer-to-farmer program, is the continuation of activities
by volunteers once they have returned from an overseas assignment under CNFA's Agribusiness
Volunteer Program. Driven initially by this development education project, in which volunteers speak

- before Farm Bureau audiences about their experience, many have continued making such presentations

without CNFA's encouragement. In one case, a returned volunteer established her own Internet home

" page on Central Asia.

10.

11.

In addition to the various mediums of outreach promised under this project, at its initiative, CNFA for
the first time in a number of years dedicated a page in its annual report to development education. The.

- report was distributed to some 1,500 company, government, academic, civi¢ and association leaders

around the world. An additional 1,500 are being distributed throughout the year. The page is attached.

Piggy-backing on planned meetings and programs was an excellent vehicle to explain the issues of
development. Rather than hosting or organizing an independent program, in the case of the Farm Bureau
project its leaders gave credibility to the undertaking. Future success will clearly be tied to the
acceptance and commitment of Farm Bureau leaders to continue the type of development education
begun under this project. We believe the Biden-Pell provided the impetus for this to happen.



Impact on Project's Audience

(Selected Comments from Evaluation Questionnaires)

What is the most important insight(s) you gained from this workshop?

YYYVYYVY

YYVY

YYVYVY
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Plight of foreign countries.

Russia is definitely from the old times. We need to help them so we can create new markets.

A new awareness of the needs in Russia and other areas of our world.

The difference in our countries.

All people are basically the same. A

We still have a problem with helping other countries when so many people in our
own need help. Will they eventually take away some of our markets by using our
technology? :

More information was given than at other times.

The importance of helping our neighbors around the world.

How important it is for the foreign farmers to gain their independence.

The importance of establishing grass roots farm organizations in developing democracies.

The
Farm Bureau can provide a tremendous amount of input into this effort.

How much work needs to be done!

Knowledge of our neighbors in world ‘markets.

Very good workshop for helping other people in the world.

Information. _

Realizing that problems in Russia need to be addressed for the sake of our country and the
world.

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar

workshops? ‘

> More structured, more visual, maps.

> Allow more time for presentation—speakers were rushed.
>  Very good.

> To continue the good that is done.

> Make more Farm Bureau members aware of this program.



Selected Project Materials and Media Stories

Project Materials

Booklet—American Farmers Partnership with the World
Letters Accompanying Booklet Dissemination
Dissemination List

Internet Home Page

Video (2)—See Mid-Year Report

Slide Presentation—See Mid-Year Report

Press Releases
To Local Press — CNFA Volunteers

Media Stories
Volunteer and CNFA News Stories

Annual Report
Development Education Section—CNFA 1996-97 Annual Report

Evaluation
Revised Evaluation Form

10
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ABSY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS INC

August 13, 1997

Enclosed is a copy of American Farmers' Partnership with the World. This booklet was
prepared under a grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development to build
awareness and understanding among Americans about the links between U.S. farmers
and their counterparts in countries with emerging economies. It also is about the role
international economic development plays in building future markets.

American Farmers' Partnership with the World provides you with information on:
> The current economic and social situation in developing countries. °

> Why economic development is vital to the American agriculture and the economy
overall, as today's transitional economies and new democracies are certain to
become tomorrow's growth markets for U.S. goods.

> Globalization, and why it is an effective weapon against poverty in developing
countries, and a safeguard against political instability.

> U.S. agriculture's role in development and why farm leaders want to help new
- democracies and emerging economies.

We think this is an important story—one that is global in scope, but whose face is local.
If you are interested in doing a story with a local peg, we can put you in touch with one
of our more than 400 volunteers from across the United States who have participated in

short-term technical assistance assignments overseas working with their counterparts in
the former Soviet Union and Southern Africa. Additional information about the program

also is available.
Sincerely, /ﬂ
David%

Director, Public Outreach

Enclosure

Washington, bc

Washington, DC 20036
te! 202-296-3920

fax 202-296-3948
E-mail gaflar@cnfa.org

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900

Mascow, Russia Kiev, Ukraine Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan Chisinau, Moidova

Moscow 119285, Russia Kiev 25015, Ukraine 78 Pushkin Street 121/A, 31 August str.

4 ulitsa Pudovkina 5th Floor Biskek 72000 Kyrgyzstan 277012, Chisinau, Moldova Box CH 502
tel [709511430925 26 bivd. L. Ukrainka tel/lax (7 33121221591 tef {3732) 241321

fax [7095] 1430998 Kiev-133
Combellga {7502 22162 34 tel (380 44] 295 1312; 294 7961; 294 9071
E-mail moscow@cnfa.msk.ru fax [380 4] 295 3055

E-mail kiev@cnla-kiev.org

E-mail tomenta@imtiko.bishkek.su fax [373 2] 243 669
E-mail jbatiensk@cnia.moldova.su

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is a non-profit, tax exempt 501 (¢)(3) corporation.

Harare, Zimbabwe
62 Livingstone Avenue

Chisipite, Harare, Zimbabwe
tel [263 4] 735977

fax [2534] 721 535

E-mail mitcht@id.co.w



American Farmers Partnership with the World

(Initial Dissemination and Response List)

Group Number
American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting (January 1998) .................. 2,500
CNFA Key AID, USDA, World Bank and Related Contacts ........................... 50
CNFA Agribusiness VOIUNtEerS . . .. oo vti ettt ettt et e e et i et e e ieeenens 917
Colleges of Agriculture and Renewable Resources ... .......... ... .o ..., 50
Colleges of Agriculture at Land Grant Universities (Deans) .. ............ccooivinvn.. .. 50
National Media . . ..o oottt ittt et e ettt e e 156
State Farm Bureaus .............ciiiiniiiiiii i i e e i e 50
State Agriculture and FFA Programs . . .......coiiitiiiii ittt ittt nnnnn 100
State Departments of Agriculture ............c.outniiiiiiii it it e 50
State Agriculture Leadership Programs ............. @ e e e 50
State 4-H Programs .. ... ...iuiitt ittt it ettt et ittt e, 50
State Agriculture in the Classroom Programs . ...........c.coiiiiiniiiinnnnnenennn.. 100
US.FarmMedia . .....oitiitti et it ittt ettt et et iie e, 1,260
World Wide Web Posting ..ol Number of hits not yet known
U.S. Department of Agriculture (requested) ........ ...ttt iiniinnann. 100
World Food Day (agriculture, civic, and public institutions) (requested) .............. 1,000
Future Farmers of America (requested) . ...... ...ttt 1,200
Blue Max Horticultural Consulting (requested) .. ... .....cotiit ittt 10
University of Kentucky (requested) . . ......cootiin it i i it i 10
Stephen F. Austin State University (requested .............c.coiiiiiiniinnernenn.n. 60
Western Kentucky University (requested) . ...ttt 60
University of Illinois (requested) . .. ....c.ivunii ittt it e i, 30
UtahFarmBureau ............0 ittt iiiiennnnnans Request for an interview
Union County (Clayton, New Mexico) Leader .................... Request for an interview
Mississippi Farm Bureau .......oovvierverienereneeieeneneans Request for presentation

Future of World Food — Farm Progress Show — (250,000 attendance) Request for presentation
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“More than any government program,

more than any aid agency or any international bank,
the rapid spread of free trade, free markets
and investment across borders
by private companies and individual investors—
a phenomenon economists are calling
globalization—is proving to be
an effective weapon against poverty
in many nations around the world
and, in some places, arguably the most
effective anti-poverty measure ever known.
The result has been an unprecedented
flow of money from rich to poor nations.
In 1995 alone, the flow of private capital
into the third world totaled $170 billion,
2 200 percent increase over 1990.”

The Washington Post

This publication was made possible through support
provided by the BHR/PVC, Bureaw of Humanitarian
Response, U.S. Agency for International Development,
in partnership with the American Farm Bureau
Federation, under the terms of grant number FAO-
0230-A-00-6013-00. The opinions expressed herein are
those of The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Agency
JSor International Development.
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Globalization Begins at Home

ention the phrase “foreign policy”

and the typical response from most

Americans is likely to be a blank look.
Take that a step further and ask what they
think of U.S. foreign aid and the response
might well evoke a strong opinion or two
about how the United States is wrongly
spending taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars.

Farmers, however, know that those
perceptions are not only incorrect, they
are dangerous. They know that no other
industry has benefitted more from or
contributed as much to an open world
trading system than agriculture. In this
regard U.S. Secretary of State Madeline K.
Albright has it right when she says “foreign
policy matters.”

Without the aggressive U.S. foreign
policy and aid programs of the last half
century that have encouraged economic
development and improved the quality of
life in developing countries, many of today’s
most important markets for American
agriculture and food exports would simply
not exist. Foreign aid is only 1 percent of
the federal budget, but “that 1 percent may
well determine 50 percent of the history
that’s written about our era,” Albright says.



Since the end of World War II, U.S.
economic aid has helped create markets
that today are thriving in places like South
Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Likewise, in
the 1990s, countries like Ukraine, Romania,
Vietnam and even China offer opportunities
for soaring economic growth, which in turn,
can be expected to provide markets for U.S.
farm goods well into the next century.

Clearly, much needs to be done before
farmers and agribusinesses can take
advantage of these opportunities. For newly
democratic countries, the rule of law needs
to be established, land ownership must be
codified and credit should be widely
available. Foreign economic assistance is
one of the best catalysts for advancing
these changes.

Foreign Assistance
in the Post Cold War Era

The end of the Cold War and dismantling
of state-managed economies across the
globe have ushered in a new era of
democratic regimes and economic
expansion—one based less on government
intervention and more on the marketplace.
It emerged from the convergence of two
powerful forces in the post World War II
period: a transportation revolution that
made the world’s geographic barriers
irrelevant and an information revolution
(in terms of computers and other forms of
communications) that contributed mightily
to breaking down repressive political
barriers.



What is Development
and Why is It Important?

The Congressional Budget Office
describes development as the process
of economic and social transforma-
tion of a country from agriculture to
industria’ization and improvements
in human welfare, such as rising
education levels, improvements in
health care and life expectancy,
and increases in household food
consumption.

Some in America believe that by
helping other countries develop we
are, in the long run, creating
competitors to U.S. producers, not
future customers. In some cases that
may be true, but the evidence shows
that overwhelmingly just the opposite
oceurs, particularly in agriculture.

As economic growth leads to
increases in per capita incomes,
comparative advantage translates into
higher tmports from countries that
can produce the needed foodstuffs and
products cheaper. Recipient countries
of foreign aid are generally predis-
posed to becoming trading partners
with those countries. In some cases,
these partnerships can be enormously
important, as is true for the United
States with many countries in
Southeast Asia, the Middle East and
Latin America. The Los Angeles Times
said it plainly: “Stronger economies
overseas create new markets and
lucrative business opportunities for
U.S. firms. In this sense, foreign aid
is a sound domestic investment.”




Together they have done much to
accelerate the pace of economic growth,
even among the world’s poorest people.
Moreover, today’s market- liberalizing
multilateral and regional trade pacts are
doing much to ensure that future economic
growth is widely shared by an ever-
expanding middle class. The result:
historical notions of national security and
domestic economic well-being are
becoming more and more intertwined.

Few question that a strong NATO-
centered security alliance is important to
protecting the peace today. But throughout
the world, poor and rich alike, are saying
that a strong economy is not only as
important to maintaining political stability,
it may be even more so. The marketplace is
the only road that will lead to greater
wealth and prosperity. When the leaders of
the world’s industrial countries met in
1997—the so-called G-7—to consider
whether Russia should be included in the
group, a Washington Post headline put it
into perspective: “For Yeltsin, Business
Prospects Outweighed NATO Threat.”

The U.S. Economy
Depends on Development

Investing in development and leveraging
the creativity, energy and capital of the
private sector increases economic
opportunity for American workers. Many
believe, that not doing so could lower our
standard of living substantially. The new
economy is global and it is competitive.



The World's Expanding
Marketplace

The U.S. economy (GNP) is more
than $7 trillion—the largest in the
world, but there are 10 emerging
giants which now account for 19
percent of the world’s output—China,
Brazil, Russia, India, Mexico,
Argentina, Indonesia, Turkey,
Thailand and Pakistan. More
developing countries are shifting
priorities from preserving jobs in a
stagnant public sector to creating jobs
in a vibrant private sector. This shift
s a fundamental change in the role of
government—ifrom owner and operator
to policymaker and regulator. The
trend among developing countries
today is to establish a more inviting
business envirowment, accelerate
financial reforms, and go faster and
JSarther with public enterprise reform.

From corn flakes to sneakers, emerging
markets hold the most dynamic potential
for growth in just about every sector of the
U.S. economy. It is a factor of demo-
graphics. The world will add an additional
2.5 billion people by 2030. This is not a zero
sum game; economic development will
increase demand for U.S. products and
provide jobs for Americans.

In the 1980s, the world underwent
unprecedented change. We witnessed the
collapse of communism and the failure of
centrally planned economies. This was



followed in the 1990s by the dismantling of
trade barriers, which in turn, set the stage
for more U.S. products to be exported than
ever before—many to new markets. The
upshot: the free market today is in
ascendancy and the results are striking.

Part of this change can be attributed to
earlier foreign assistance efforts by western
nations, particularly by the United States,
to create the building blocks for later
economic development. Much of this
development was concentrated in agricul-
ture, the sector widely understood to be
most basic to a nation’s economic
development.

Between 1987 and 1994 the number of
poor people in China decreased by
more that 50 million. Today
investment flows inio the developing
world represent 72 percent of all
financial flows- -dwarfing aid flows
which have fallen from 53 percent in
1984 to 28 percent in 1995,

SourcE: THE WORLD BANK

Development Begins
with Agriculture

Most development experts, and
increasingly, business leaders with first-
hand experience, agree that economic
development and democratization will not
succeed without agriculture. It is the



backbone of economic development.
Without first legally, financially,
managerially and scientifically modernizing
a country’s food systems—from farm gate
to dinner table—other economic sector
development will lag behind. It is that
simple. Only when an affordable, abundant,
safe food supply is available can enough
people move off the farm and into other
growing sectors of a country’s economy.

For the United States, development is a
question of economic good sense. The well-
being of the U.S. agriculture sector is tied
directly to global economic growth—
especially in poor countries where
four-fifths of the world’s people live.
Economically, American agriculture needs
exports and trade. And the markets with the
most dynamic potential for growth are in
the developing countries.

Developing nations are especially
important markets for U.S. goods today.
According to the development group
InterAction: “Between 1990 and 1995,
exports to developing countries rose by
nearly $100 billion and now represent more
than 40 percent of total exports. The growth
markets are not Europe, Japan or Canada
(even though they may be our largest), they
are found in Africa, Latin America, Central
and Eastern Europe, and the former Soviet
Union. The relationship between our [U.S.]
current trade with Asia and past
development assistance is by no means
coincidental. Development aid was a major
factor in Asia’s economic growth. To
encourage similar successes, the U.S. needs
both an aggressive trade and investment
program with emerging market countries



and a strong development assistance
program that invests in the people and
economies of poorer nations.”

U.S. ExporTs TO DeVELOPING COUNTRIES
AS A PERCENT OF ToTAL U.S. ExrorTs, 1980-95

% (% of Total Exports)

35

30

25

20

1980 85 90 91 92 93 94 95

* Big Emerging Markets were not a category before 1990. BEMs =
Argentina, Brazil, Brunei, China, Hong Keng, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, Poland, Singapore, South Korea,
South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey and Vietnam.

BEMs*

OPEC**

All Other

v
** OPEC = Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. /A .
Developing

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce.

U.S. Farmers Care
About Development

That poor people don’t buy much is
something that is understood universally.
It is as true in rich countries like the United
States as in poor ones. This simple notion
is the lifeblood of American agriculture,



“As chairman of the American Farm
Bureau Poultry and Meat Advisory
Commiittee and a farmer for more
than 30 years, I went to Russia to
assist dairy farmers improve their
production and management
abilities. The agricultural system
over there is having difficulty. Its
economy is in bad shape, plagued
with low wages, shortages and

poor production. With our efforts
however, it could be a land of golden
opportunity. While we are helping
the farmers and government learn
how to get agriculture on its feet, we
are also exploring the possibility of
expanding inio processing and
marketing which will make Russia
much more accessible for U.S.
agribusiness.”

LUKE BRUBAKER
PENNSYLVANIA FARM BUREAU
MOUNT JOY, PENNSYLVANIA

which earns much of its profits from food
and fiber exports. Expanding its customer
base, however, is a continuous challenge.
This is why The Citizens Network for
Foreign Affairs and the American Farm
Bureau Federation formed an agribusiness
volunteer partnership. If future markets are
going to be developed, particularly in places
like the former Soviet Union where political
and economic constraints have hindered
market forces, then the process of training
and bringing technical know-how to those



who need it must begin with people.
The local-global links are undeniable.
During the 1990s, Farm Bureau
volunteers have been working to assist
their counterparts around the globe
managerially and technically, to modernize.
A major thrust, for example, has been to
assist Russian, Ukrainian, Moldovan and
other private farmers in the New
Independent States viably operate
independent of the old Soviet-style
collective farms. In central Asia, Farm
Bureau is working to create private farmer
associations, and in southern Africa,
American farmer volunteers are assisting
small-holder farmers shift from subsistence-
to market-based agriculture.

“With a background in agricultural
production and lending, I went to
Ukraine to teach basic business
planning principles and how to write a
business plan acceptable to world
standards. Our efforts in Ukraine are
important for future U.S. foreign direct
investment in agribusiness. With black,
virtually organic topsoil 36 inches deep
and a rising need for organic produce
worldwide, Ukraine is a hot seat for
upcoming changes in the global
economy.”

ROGER SCHMIESING
MINNESOTA FARM BUREAU
LAKE CRYSTAL, MINNESOTA



These efforts are a start, but much work
remains to transform the former Soviet
Union and other new democracies and
emerging economies into tomorrow’s
growth markets for U.S. farm products and
other goods. It will happen eventually, just
as it did with markets in Southeast Asia.
The problem, according to The Wall Street
Journal is that “overall, spending on
international affairs is a political loser and
as a result we spend far too little.” The
United States spends a smaller share of its
gross domestic product on foreign aid than
every other country in the Organization of
Economic Cooperation and Development.

Despite the low political clout of foreign
assistance, private foreign investment in
poor countries jumped 32 percent in 1996,
to a record $244 billion, according to the
World Bank. By contrast, official aid from
all wealthy countries barely budged,
standing around at $41 billion. Investors
Business Daily writes that “record levels of
foreign investment refute the long-held
myth that poor countries can’t get rich
without aid given by governments and
multilateral development banks.”

The Future of Development

In some ways today’s global environment
mirrors the pre-1913 era, when goods, labor
and capital moved around the world
relatively freely. While the major
commodity then was agriculture, today it is
merchandise, services and credit. Also,
today there is greater global scope, speed
and depth of integration with which the



U.S. No Longer Top Aid Giver

The U.S. ranked fourth in overall official
development aid in 1995, after decades as
the world’s top aid donor. When official
development assistance is viewed as a
percentage of gross national product
(GNP), the United States ranked last among
the 21 member countries of the
Development Assistance Committee.

Official Development Assistance
as a Percentage of GNP

Denmark I (.57
Sweden G (.09
Norway I, (.07

Netherlands ~ INEEEEEEEEG—G— (.50
France NG (.55
Canada G .39
Belgium G 0.38
Luxdmbourg NG 0.38
Australia  INEEEEEEE (.34
Switzerland RSN 0.34
Austria I (.32
Finland NN 0.32
Germany NN 0.31
United Kingdom IS (.29
Japan EEEEEEEEN 0.28
Ireland NN 0.27
Portugal NN 0.27
Spain NN 0.23
New Zealand ~NENNENNEN 0.23
Iraly WEEER 0.14
United States N 0.10

SOURCE: ORGANISATION FOR EcONOMIC COOPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT




market can react.

Global economic integration—the
widening and intensifying of links between
the economies of industrial and developing
economies—has accelerated rapidly. Trade
has been the primary engine driving global
integration in the second half of the 20th
century. Development programs have
contributed mightily to this integration.
People everywhere are the beneficiaries.

For the United States, efforts like those
of the Citizens Network and Farm Bureau
are critical to laying the foundation for that
trade to occur. The idea that American
farmers’ future prosperity is inextricably
tied to the rest of the world is simple and
powerful. B



A Snapshot of the World

¢ The world’s people are healthier,
better educated and better fed than
they were 25 years ago. Life
expectancy has increased by nine
years—from 55 years to 64. And
infant mortality rates have declined
from 107 per 1,000 live births in 1970
to 60 in 1995.

e There are twice as many people as
there were in 1970—nearly six
billion. In the next 35 years there will
be additional 2.5 billion—90 percent
of them in developing countries.

¢ More than 1.3 billion people live on
less than a dollar a day, and two
billion more are only marginally
better off. About 60 percent of the
poor live in South Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa, which together
account for nearly 40 percent of the
developing world’s people, but only
14 percent of its aggregate GDP.

e Of the world’s 130 million square
kilometers of land, only 10 percent is
used for crops, pastures and gardens.
South Asia, with 45 percent of its
land devoted to such uses is rich in
arable land. Sub-Saharan Africa, with
only 6 percent, is poor in arable land
by contrast.

¢ Disparities in growth are reflected in
disparities in structural change. Most
low-income countries remain
predominantly agricultural. But East




(SoUrCE: WORLD BANK)

Asia’s rapidly growing economies
have seen their share of labor force
in agriculture fall dramatically—
Malaysia from 54 to 27 percent, the
Republic of Korea from 49 to 18
percent.

Developing economies account for
one dollar in every four of export
earnings for industrial economies—
and nearly $2 of every $5 for Japan
and the United States.

Net private capital flows to
developing countries have soared—
from $44 billion in 1990 to $184
billion in 1995—outstripping official
flows. But so far, about 78 percent of
this private money has gone to only
a dozen or so countries. Just look at
the market capitalization of the
developing world’s stock exchanges
which grew from $391 billion in 1990
to $1.5 trillion in 1995.

As countries develop, their
dependence on aid naturally
declines. For low- income economies
(excluding China and India) aid
accounted for 12.6 percent of GNP
in 1994—and for middle income
economies 1 percent.




Established in 1985, The
Citizen’s Network for Foreign
Affairs is a non-profit,
nonpartisan international
economic development
organization dedicated to
stimulating economic growth
and policy reform in the world’s
transitional economies.

It was founded on the belief
that global economic growth is
critical to future prosperity and
that private enterprise is one of
the most potent and sustainable
engines of developmental
change.

By leveraging government
resources with American
private sector investment,
technology and know-how
through public-private
partnerships, CNFA helps to
create market-oriented,
economically-viable enterprises
where none or few existed
before.
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INDIANA LIVESTOCK EXPERT ADVISES MEAT PRODUCERS IN
KALMYKIA

Rita Sharma, a native of Williamsport, Indiana, returned recently after two weeks of
volunteer agricultural work in Kalmykia, an autonomous republic of the Russian
Federation. Mrs. Sharma participated in the Citizens Network Agribusiness Volunteer
Program, an international development project seeking to strengthen grassroots private
farming in the New Independent States of the Soviet Union and Africa by providing the
expertise of U.S. farmers and agribusiness professionals.

During her stay in Kalmykia, Mrs. Sharma worked closely with the Kalmykia Union of
Landowners (KUL), a group of 30 of the most progressive private farmers in the region.
Sharma visited several farms in the area and recommended methods of improving the beef
cattle production through enhanced maintenance, disease prevention, and feeding systems.
Mrs. Sharma also made a one-day presentation at the region’s agricultural college to sixty
student members of AKKOR, The Association of Private Farmers of Kalmykia. Many of
the students who attended were either cattle owners or prospective beef cattle producers
and benefitted greatly from Sharma’s presentation.

Before her trip overseas, Mrs. Sharma was able to enlist the support of a number of
agribusiness companies, pharmaceutical firms and veterinary clinics from around the
country which provided her with equipment and materials to donate to her Russian hosts.
Mrs. Sharma further contributed by proposing a plan to involve the Indiana Black Angus
Association, of which she is a member, in donating a starter herd to a farm in Russia. Such
gestures not only help to form a valuable bond between Americans and the citizens of these
emerging economies, but are also instrumental in the formation of potential market
opportunities for American companies.

Rita Sharma currently serves as Director of one of the Indiana Farm Bureau’s district
offices. In addition to her Farm Bureau responsibilities, she also owns and manages a
large, diversified grain and cattle farm. Mrs. Sharma has a B.S. from the College of
Agriculture at the University of Illinois and is married with three children.

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is a non-profit organization dedicated to
stimulating international growth and development. CNFA works with U.S. companies,
entrepreneurs, farm associations, business alliances, and other organizations to create
lasting and effective opportunities in international markets.

i
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GEORGIAN ASSISTS FARMERS IN UKRAINE WITH MARKETING

Terence Bell from Atlanta, Georgia, recently returned from a volunteer trip to Ukraine, where
he instructed Ukrainian farmers in western methods of marketing. Bell continued a project
started between the Lviv Farmers Association in Ukraine and the Wisconsin Farm Bureau in
which the partners worked on strengthening private farms throughout western Ukraine.

Using over 16 years of experience in sales, marketing, and management consulting, Bell
volunteered through The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) Agribusiness
Volunteer Program. Bell discussed the possible benefits of cooperative development for
marketing purposes, and taught how to determine the location of markets.

Bell taught locals how to determine crop production based on market availability and how
to write a marketing contract. Bell also taught how to market to western companies and
business ethics when dealing with foreign markets. Bell anticipated the increased use of
marketing techniques and world level marketing skills with the training that he conducted,
and expected increased cooperation between farmers in the marketing of products.

On his way back to Atlanta, Bell stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the offices of
Congressman John Lewis (Ga.), and Senator Paul Coverdell (Ga.) to provide briefings on
his assignment.

Bell currently serves as president and owner of The Treasure Group, Atlanta, Ga. Bell
provides management and marketing consultation to clients in healthcare, agriculture, and
real estate. Bell also is an associate of Group 7, Inc, Columbia, Mo., where he assists
clients in strategic management, re-engineering and all aspects of process improvement.

Since 1993, more than 300 CNFA volunteers have participated in project assignments
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese
processing. CNFA volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy
and resulting in creative and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Farmer Program of the U.S. Agency
for International Development.

CNFA is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic
growth and development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups,
business alliances, and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in
international markets.

Chisinau, Moldava

121/A, 31 August str.

277012, Chisinau, Mc:dova
lel (3732} 241 321

fax (37321243683

E-mail jsarensk@enta, rictvasu

- ipakek, Kyrgyzstan Krasnodar, Russia
78 Pushkin Street CwiA
Biskek 72000 Kyrgyzstan Lukyanenka Research Institute of
telflax (7 33121 21591 Agriculture
E-mail tomenta@imfiko.bishkensu  Krasnodar, Russia 350012
tel [78612] 5084 61,50 76 98
or 5608 55
fax {7 8 6121 560 855
E-mail Hempht@cnfa keee kutan sy

Washington, oc

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900
Washington, DC 20036

tel 202-296-3920

fax 202-296-3948

E-mail gattar@cnta.org

Kiev, Ukraine

Kiev 25015, Ukraine

vul, Staronavodyniska, Bid. 8, Apt.16

tel [380 44) 294 68 94; 29465 48, 2302579
fax [380 44} 23025 80

E-mail kiev@cntaiev.va

Moscaw, Russia
Moscow 119285, Russia

4 ulitsa Pudovkina

let (70951 1430925

fax (7095] 14309 98
Combeilga {7 502] 221 62 34
E-mail moscow@cenfa.msk.ru

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is 3 non-profit, tax exempt 501 {c}(3) corporation.



N CITIZENS .. _
S NETWORK N,

o l‘ ‘ FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS INC

Honorary

Co-Chairmen
Henry H. Fowler
Melvin R. Laird

Chairman
Frank C. Carlucci

Board of Directors
Lucy Wilson Benson
John R, Block
Wallace J. Campbeil
John J. Cavanaugh
Andrew J. Goadpaster
Leonard H. Marks
John C. Whitehead

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.

Prasidant
John H. Costeflo

Counsel
Randal C. Teague

Honorary Advisors
Joseph W, Barr
Charles F. Brannan
Harold Brown

Earf L. Butz

Frederick B. Dent

C. Douglas Dillon
Orville L. Freeman

Alexander M. Haig, Jr.

Clifford M. Hardin
Henry A, Kissinger
G. William Miler
David Rockefeller, Jr.
Donald H. Rumsleld
George P. Shultz
Cyrus Vance

Contact: Roman Velikson
202-296-3920

For Immediate Release
March 7, 1997

INDIANA COUPLE HELPS FARMERS ASSOCIATION IN KAZAKSTAN

Henry and Betty Lu McGuire, from Hartsville, Indiana, returned recently from a volunteer
trip to Kazakstan in the former Soviet Union. The McGuires worked as an extension of an
alliance formed in 1995 between the Indiana Farm Bureau & the Taldykorgan Private
Farmers Association (PFA) in Kazakstan.

Using combined experience in education and business, the McGuires volunteered through
The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) Agribusiness Volunteer Program. The
McGuires worked with the board of directors of the PFA to review its roles and
responsibilities, as well as with smaller PFA’s to develop boards and committees.

The McGuires reviewed bylaws of board structure, introduced job descriptions, and
reviewed the relationship between the board and the general assembly. The McGuires also
conducted a workshop with the PFA board on committee structure, and introduced the roles
and responsibilities of chairpersons and members. In addition, the McGuires facilitated an
initial meeting of committees and reviewed the structure of a reporting system.

On their way back to Hartsville, The McGuires stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the
offices of Congressman David McIntosh (IN), and Senator Richard Lugar (IN) to provide
briefings on their assignment.

The McGuires operate McGuire International, Inc., a farm equipment and lawn and
garden store in Columbus, IN since 1972. McGuire International now also has a branch
store in Franklin, IN. Betty Lu McGuire has experience with the American Red Cross,
and is an extension President with the Indiana Farm Bureau. Henry McGuire is a member
of the Indiana Farm Bureau and is on the Chamber of Commerce in Columbus, IN.

Since 1993, more than 300 CNFA volunteers have participated in project assignments
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese
processing. CNFA volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy
and resulting in creative and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Farmer Program of the U.S. Agency
for International Development.

CNFA is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic growth and
development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, business alliances,
and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in international markets.
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KENTUCKIAN ASSISTS FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS IN UZBEKISTAN

Tony Holloway, from Gracey, Kentucky, returned recently from the former Soviet Republic
of Uzbekistan where he assisted farmers with the development of regional Private Farmers
Associations (PFA). Holloway worked as an extension of a project started in January 1996
between the Kentucky Farm Bureau and PFA’s in the Uzbekistan city of Fergana.

Relying on his experience in the Kentucky Farm Bureau and background in agricultural
finance, Holloway volunteered through The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA)
Central Asia Partnership Program. Holloway strengthened the association by increasing
the participation of farmers, and by working with committees to elect farmers as PFA
presidents, as well as electing regional board of associations and selecting a director.

Holloway visited six regions in Uzbekistan to conduct workshops on the role of farmer-
presidents, and to introduce bylaws necessary for creating an advisory service. Holloway
also reviewed resolutions and roles of committees within PFA’s, as well as the specific
responsibilities of presidents and executive directors. In doing so, Holloway facilitated
democratic elections for PFA-presidents, the first of their kind. In addition, he conducted
committee seminars and chairman/director seminars.

On his way back to Gracey, Holloway stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the office of
Congressman Edward Whitfield (Kentucky) to provide briefings on his assignment.

Holloway has been an Area Program Director for the Kentucky Farm Bureau since July
1993, where he coordinates the work of twelve county Farm Bureaus with the Kentucky
Farm Bureau. Previously, Holloway worked as an Associate Director for Telmark, Inc.,
an agricultural finance leasing company.

The project Holloway participated in is part of CNFA's Central Asia Partnership Program
(CAPP), which is funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
through the Counterpart Consortium. CAPP aims to support the emergence of private
farming in Central Asia by strengthening local private farmers associations and
stimulating U.S. private sector interest in the region.

CNFA is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic growth and
development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, business alliances,
and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in international markets.
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Alexander M. Haig, Jr.

For Immediate Release -
March 21, 1997

Contact: Roman Velikson
202-296-3920

WISCONSIN RESIDENT TEACHES SOIL CONSERVATION IN UKRAINE

Jon Caylor, from Schofield, Wisconsin, returned recently from a volunteer trip to
Western Ukraine, where he taught western methods of soil conservationand soil testing.
Caylor visited Lviv, Zhydachiv and Pustomyty, working as part of a project started in
1993 between the Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the Lviv Private Farmers Association.

Using over 30 years of experience in soil conservation, Caylor volunteered through The
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) Agribusiness Volunteer Program. Caylor
visited farm sites, combined class-room and field instruction, and field equipment training.

Caylor taught soil conservation practices to preserve top soil from water erosion,
moisture saving tillage practices, and residue management and its benefits. Caylor
also reviewed the benefits of inexpensive modifications that could be done to the
existing equipment to help preserve natural moisture, and produce a better crop.

On his way back to Schofield, Caylor stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the offices
of Senator Herb Kohl (Wis), and Congressman David Obey (Wis), to provide briefings
on his visit.

Caylor has been a soil conservationist since 1968, working in Lancaster, La Crosse,
Kenosha, and Wausau, Wisconsin, working with private landowners and units of
government to plan and apply various conservation practices, agronomic practices and
land use planning.

Since 1993, more than 300 CNFA volunteers have participated in project assignments
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese
processing. CNFA volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy
and resulting in creative and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Farmer Program of the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

CNFA is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic
growth and development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups,
business alliances, and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in
international markets.
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For Immediate Release

DATE: July 1, 1997

CONTACT: Megan Masson Maxine Bell
1111 19" Street, N.W., Suite 900 194 South 300 East
Washington, DC 20036 Jerome, ID 83338
(202) 296-3920 (208) 324-4296

LEGISLATOR TEACHES UKRAINIAN WOMEN FARMERS
ABOUT U.S. FARM ORGANIZATION

Idaho State legislator Maxine Bell just returned from a three-week trip to Ukraine where she
met with leaders of a new women farmers’ organization to explain how U.S. producer associations
operate. She advised the Association of Women-Farmers of Ukraine in Kharkiv Oblast on how to
develop and initiate effective programs and develop policies to strengthen their organization,
increase membership, and influence local and national agricultural policy. Bell volunteered her time
through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

During Bell’s trip, she instructed the leader and council of the Association of Women-
Farmers in Ukraine about U.S. farm group structure, western fundraising techniques and grassroots
political activism. She helped the new association develop a unified organization platform and a two-
year strategic action plan based on the policy. Bell also met with officials from other women’s
groups to 1nitiate the netwofk‘mg process. In addition, she met with top Ukranian and oblast officials
to assist the association in gaining credibility, and visited the farms of several council members.

On her way home to Jerome, Bell stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. Dirk
Kempthorne, Sen. Larry Craig and Rep. Micﬁael Crapo to brief them on her assignment. She told
the Idaho lawmakers that in Ukraine, as across much of the globe, women are the primary
agricultural producers. As such, Bell called on the lawmakers to continue supporting efforts to
organize women farmers around the world.

(more)
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DATE: July 14, 1997
CONTACT: Megan Masson Larry and Barbara Krehbiel
1111 19" Street, N.W., Suite 900 721 South Iowa
Washington, DC 20036 Pratt, KS 67124
(202) 296-3920 (316) 672-9331

PRATT RESIDENTS HELP UKRAINIAN FARMERS ESTABLISH A CO-OP

Pratt, Kan., residents Larry and Barbara Krehbiel just returned from a three-week trip to
Ukraine where they met with farmers to explain how US. cooperatives operate. They helped the
farmers establish a new co-op, located in the Poltava Oblast. The Krehbiels volunteered their time
through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

The goals of the Krehbiels’ trip were to assist the farmer-organizers of the grain seed
cleaning, grading and storage cooperative in drafting western business incorporation documents, and
to instruct the founders on membership recruitment techniques and general co-op administrative
procedures. They led educational seminars on how to increase membership numbers and develop
member services, and spoke at the local college on the history and operation of the U.S. cooperative
system. The Krehbiels also helped publish the co-op’s first membership newsletter to be used as a
marketing tool to raise awareness among the Poltava farm community. Co-ops are important in
Ukraine as they provide services—grain storage, cleaning, sorting, etc.—to private farmers that
otherwise could only be obtained via the state-held grain elevators.

Larry Krehbiel is a self-employed agribusiness consultant, and served as the general manager
of a number of co-ops. Barbara Krehbiel assists in her husband’s consultant business and is active
in the United Methodist Church. Both Krehbiels are members of the Kansas Farm Bureau. This is
Larry Krehbiel’s third trip to Ukraine as a CNFA volunteer and Barbara Krehbiel’s first.

CNFA is a private, non-profit organization committed to stimulating economic growth in the
former Soviet Union and southern Africa. Since 1993, CNFA’s Agribusiness Volunteer Program has
sent more than 370 volunteers to Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, and is currently working on projects
in Zimbabwe and Mozambique. CNFA volunteers bring hands-on experience to their assignments

helping their overseas counterparts ease the transition to a market economy.

-30-
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For Immediate Release

DATE: July 2, 1997

CONTACT: Bill Witting Glenn Maddy
1111 19% Street, N.-W., Suite 900 1030 County Road 74
Washington, DC 20036 Helena, OH 43435
(202) 296-3920 ‘ (419) 637-2580

HELENA RESIDENT HELPS ZIMBABWE FARMERS GET ORGANIZED

Helena resident Glenn Maddy just returned from a three-week trip to Zimbabwe where he
helped guide a new farm organization’s development into a successful, sustainable organization. He
is the first volunteer to visit that nation through a program run by the Washington D.C.-based
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. |

During his trip, Maddy met with more than 100 Indigenous Commercial Farmers Union
(ICFU) leaders and members throughout Zimbabwe to share information about the structure of U.S.
farm organizations and cooperatives. He explained how U.S. farm groups, in particular the Ohio
Farm Bureau operate, and outlined how the Zimbabwe farm leaders could use similar managerial
and organizational techniques to improve their gfoup’s operations. ICFU is one of three national
farm associations in Zimbabwe. Its members primarily are small, independent, black farmers who
purchased their land from white farmers in the early 1980s following Zimbabwe’s independence and
new land tenure 1aw.

On his way home to Helena, Maddy stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. John Glenn,
Sen. Mike DeWine and Rep. Paul Gilmor to brief them on his assignment. He told the Ohio
lawmakers that the farmer-to-farmer program is an effective form of foreign aid. Maddy also
emphasized that work with a group like ICFU touches the lives of more than just its members. Not
only does it help improve the standard of living of the independent black farmers, it also improves
the living conditions of their workers. In effect, then, the effort reaches a larger, more significant
number of beneficiaries, he said.

(more)
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For Immediate Release

DATE: September 4, 1997

CONTACT: Leslie Galloway David Newman
1111 19" Street, N.W., Suite 900 591 Watson Road
Washington, DC 20036 Yakima, WA 98908
(202) 296-3920 ‘ (509) 678-4509

YAKIMA RESIDENT HELPS MOLDOVAN APPLE GROWERS IMPROVE THEIR
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES

Yakima, Wash., resident David Newman just retu‘rned from a three-week trip to Moldova
where he helped apple growers improve the quality and quantity of their fruit. He volunteered his
time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

Newman is the second CNFA volunteer to work with the apple growers in Moldova's Cupcin
area, where there are between 15,000 and 20,000 hectares of orchards. The first volunteer, Bruce
Grim of Entiat, Wash., helped establish an apple commodity commission similar to the Washington
State Apple Commission. As a follow-up to Grim's effort, Newman taught the growers about western
production techniques to improve their apple quality and yields. In Moldova, the ratio of apples for
the fresh market compared to apples for processing continues to plummet, harming producers' overall
profitability. To regain their economic viability, growers must raise the quality of their produce so
they can sell the majority of their apples to the fresh market. Currently, only about 10 percent of
apples produced are for the fresh market.

On his way home to Yakima, Newman stopped in Washington to meet with Sens. Slade
Gorton and Patty Murray to brief them on his assignment. He told the Washington lawmakers that
CNFA's Farmer-to-Farmer program is a potent form of foreign aid because it lends a "human face"
to development. Newman urged their continued support of the program and similar efforts.

Newman has been an apple grower in Washington State for 40 years. He currently is involved
in two partnerships: one with his son, and the other, which includes a packing, storage and shipping
operation. Newman is a member of both the Washington Farm Bureau Federation and the
Washington Apple Commission.

(more)
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For Immediate Release

DATE: September 12, 1997

CONTACT: Taryn Bussewitz AnnaBeth Neason
1111 19" Street, N.W., Suite 900 1066 Aberdeen
Washington, DC 20036 Baton Rouge, LA 70808
(202) 296-3920 (504) 338-1897

BATON ROUGE RESIDENT DESGINS AGRICULTURAL CURRICULUM IN
RUSSIAN SCHOOLS

Baton Rouge, La., resident AnnaBeth Neason recently returned from a three-week trip to
Russia where she helped design and implement an agricultural curriculum in secondary schools. She
volunteered her time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for
Foreign Affairs.

Neason worked with teachers and school administrators in Konakovo, Russia, to develop a
curriculum that would increase interest and support for private farming among Russian youth. The
curriculum focuses on issues such as farm managément, operations, and accounting, and also gives
the students an opportunity to do hands-on work on local farms. One of the program’s strengths is
that it enlists the help of local residents who specialize in areas such as economics, business, and
marketing. These people in turn teach sections of the program that match their skills and expertise.
On September 1, Konakovo teachers began using the new program, which Neason hopes will be
expanded and eventually evolve into a youth movement for agriculture based on the model of Future
Farmers of America. Most Russian farmers are older and increased support and involvement from
the younger generation is needed for the agriculture sector to continue to thrive.

Neason currently works for the Louisiana Department of Agriculture as a program manager
for agricultural science education. She received her Ph.D in agricultural education from [owa State
in 1983. Neason also worked on various agricultural programs in the United States that promote

youth participation in the agricultural community.

(more)
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For Immediate Release
May 1, 1997

Kansas Farm Bureau Women’s Committee Members Conduct Seminars For
Farmers in Russia

Helen Norris of Wellington, Kansas and Carolyn States of Hays, Kansas returned recently
after taking part in a three week agricultural development mission in Russia. They
participated in the Citizens Network Agribusiness Volunteer Program, an international
development project seeking to strengthen grassroots private farming in the New Independent
States of the Soviet Union and Africa by providing the expertise of U.S. farmers and
agribusiness professionals.

Norris and States traveled to several regions of the Russian Federation organizing and
conducting important educational seminars and workshops on U.S. private farming issues,
association building, and fundraising for several groups of private farmers and agriculture
students. They also spoke to a group of state and collective farm directors about the benefits
of private farming. The two women welcomed the opportunity to speak to the Russian
groups because it gave them a chance to dispel many of the myths about private farming in
the U.S. It also allowed them to relate what they have learned through their years of
experience in the Kansas Farm Bureau.

Before returning to their home state of Kansas, Norris and States spent a day on Capitol Hill
visiting the offices of several Kansas congressmen. They met with aides from the offices of
Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS) and Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS) to brief them about their
work with the private farming movement in Russia and the role women play in Russian
agriculture. They also met personally with Representative Jerry Moran (R-KS) whose
campaign Mrs. States worked on this past election year.

Norris and States are leaders in the Kansas Farm Bureau State Women’s Committee and are
involved in the daily management of their own farm operations. In addition to their family
and farm duties both women are engaged in alternative professions, Norris as a seamstress
and States as a Director at a bank. Both women were educated at Kansas State University
and are very active in their respective communities.

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is a non-profit organization dedicated to
stimulating international growth and development. CNFA works with U.S. companies,
entrepreneurs, farm associations, business alliances, and other organizations to create lasting
and effective opportunities in international markets.
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For Immediate Release

DATE: May 21, 1997

CONTACT: Taryn Bussewitz Jeff Jobe
1111 19* Street, N.W., Suite 900 210 Walnut Street
Washington, D.C. 20036 Des Moines, Iowa
(202) 296-3920 (515) 284-4663

IOWA BUSINESSMAN HELPS FLEDGLING CO-OPS IN UKRAINE

Iowa Farm Bureau member Jeff Jobe has just returned from three weeks in Ukraine where
he helped two fledgling agricultural cooperatives write business plans. A cooperative development
specialist, Jobe volunteered his time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens
Network for Foreign Affairs. Jobe worked with cooperatives in central Ukraine assisting private
farmers start a flour mill and a seed cleaning and storage facility. "By getting their ideas onto paper
and understanding their capabilities, the cooperatives gained control and strength," Jobe said. He
taught members of the cooperatives how to convert their ideas into a business plan.

On his way home to Winterset, lowa, Jobe stopped in Washington, DC to meet with Rep.
Greg Ganske and Senator Tom Harkin to brief them his assignment. He told the Iowa lawmakers that
he thought building cooperatives was critically important to helping the Ukrainians shift from their
old communist, centrally-planned economy to a free-market system and was glad the U.S. was
contributing to this effort.

Jobe works for USDA's Rural Development Cooperative Services in Des Moines which
provides groups with technical assistance in forming cooperatives. He holds a BA in animal science
from Northwest Missouri State University.

Since the breakup of the Soviet Union, private farmers in Ukraine have been struggling to
succeed in a system that provides constant setbacks. Private farmers do not own land, they lack

access to credit and their government fails to support them—supporting larger state farms instead.
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For Immediate Release

DATE: June 24, 1997

CONTACT: Megan Masson Louis A. Brown
1111 19" Street, N.W., Suite 900 1601 Exposition Boulevard
Washington, DC 20036 Sacramento, CA 95815
(202) 296-3920 (916) 924-4283

CALIFORNIAN CONTRIBUTES TO CRIMEAN AGRICULTURE YOUTH GROUP

California agricultural youth leader Louis Brown returned from two and a half weeks in
Ukraine where he and Louisiana vocational agriculture teacher, Bradley Leger, met with agriculture
students, teachers and young farmers to educate them about the role of the Future Farmers of
America (FFA) and Young Farmers organizations in U.S. agriculture. Brown volunteered his time
through a program run by the Washington, DC-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. The
culmination of the assignment was the approval of vocational agriculture students and teachers to
begin a youth organization dedicated to developing leaders in agriculture in the Crimean Republic.
The action was put into effect by the popular vote of the students and teachers.

On his way home to Elk Grove, California, Brown stopped in Washington, DC to meet with
Senator Barbara Boxer to brief her on his assignment. He told the California lawmaker that
supporting private farmers, especially young farmers, was critically important to helping the
Ukrainians shift from their old communist, centrally-planned economy to a free-market system,
adding that she was glad the U.S. was contributing to this effort.

Brown, a former National Future Farmers of America (FFA) officer, is currently the Young
Farmers and Ranchers State Coordinator for the California Farm Bureau Federation. He has a
bachelor of science in agribusiness management, trade & policy from California Polytechnic State

University. He is a member of the California State Auctioneer Association and Alpha Gamma Rho

National Agriculture Fraternity.
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For Immediate Release

DATE: June 24, 1997

CONTACT: Megan Masson Bradley Leger
1111 19* Street, N.W., Suite 9500 P.O. Box 124, 329 2™ Ave,
Washington, DC 20036 Esterwood, LA 70534
(202) 296-3920 (318) 788-0544

MIDLAND TEACHER RETURNS TO CRIMEA TO HELP YOUTH IN AGRICULTURE

Midland High School vocational agriculture teacher Bradley Leger recently returned from
his second visit to the Crimean Republic of Ukraine where he and Louis Brown, Young Farmers and
Ranchers State Coordinator for the California Farm Bureau Federation, spent two and half weeks
meeting with agriculture students, teachers and young farmers to educate them about the role of the
Future Farmers of America (FFA) and Young Farmers organizations in U.S. agriculture. Leger
volunteered his time through a program run by the Washington, DC-based Citizens Network for
Foreign Affairs. The culmination of the assignment was the approval of vocational agriculture
students and teachers to begin a youth organization dedicated to developing leaders in agriculture
in the Crimean Republic. The action was put into effect by the popular vote of the students and
teachers.

On his way home to Estherwood, Louisiana Leger stopped in Washington, DC to meet with
Senator John Breaux and Congressman Chris John to brief them on his assignment. He told the
Louisiana lawmakers that supporting private farmers, especially young farmers, was critically
important to helping the Ukrainians shift from their old communist, centrally-planned economy to
a free-market system, adding that he was glad the U.S. was contributing to tﬁis effort.

Since 1979, Leger has been an agriscience/agribusiness instructor at Midland High School,
where he won the Teacher of the Year award five times. Leger has a masters degree in vocational

agricultural education from Louisiana State University and also received a graduate degree in
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For Immediate Release

DATE: July 8, 1997

CONTACT: Megan Masson Dan and Jeannette Poulson
1111 19" Street, N.-W., Suite 900 Route 1 N795 Tamarack Road
Washington, DC 20036 Palmyra, WI 53156
(202) 296-3920 ’ (414) 495-2439

WEB PRESIDENT TEACHES UKRAINIAN LEADERS ABOUT FARM BUREAU

Wisconsin Farm Bureau President Dan Poulson and his wife, Jeannette, just returned from
a two-week trip to Ukraine where they met with leaders of two private farm organizations to describe
how U.S. producer associations operate. The husband-and-wife team advised the Lviv Private
Farmers Association and the Volyn Private Farmers Association on developing and initiating
effective programs and developing policies to strengthen their organizations, increase membership,
and influence local and national agricultural policy. The Poulsons volunteered their time through a
program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

The Poulsons informed the leaders about the Wisconsin Farm Bureau structure, use of
incentives to increase member numbers and about grassroots political activism. During their trip,
they discovered that the greatest potential for enacting reform lies at the county government level,
and encouraged the farm leaders to concentrate their grassroots efforts with those officials.

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the Lviv Farmers Association initiated a formal partnership
in 1993 to strengthen private farms throughout western Ukraine. Farm Bureau volunteers have
helped the Ukrainians with business planning, farrn management, soil conservation and use of other
environmentally friendly farm techniques, building construction, and association development.

On their way home to Palmyra, the Poulsons stopped in Washington to meet with Sens. Herb
Kohl and Russell Feingold and Rep. Mark Neumann to brief them on their assignment. They told
the lawmakers that the CNFA program and similar ones offering farmer-to-farmer assistance are
worthwhile and an effective use of U.S. taxpayers’ dollars.

(more)
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For Immediate Releasex

DATE: August 11, 1997

CONTACT: Taryn Bussewitz Kevin Plante
1111 19% Street, N.W., Suite 900 RR 2, Box 63E
Washington, DC 20036 Waterville, MN 56096
(202) 296-3920 : (507) 362-8287

MINNESOTA FARM BUREAU MEMBERS HELP RUSSIAN TEACHER_$
DEVELOP AGRICULTURAL CURRICULUM

Minnesota Farm Bureau members and agricultural vocational teachers Kevin Plante and Brad
Schloesser just returned from a three-week trip to Russia where they assisted secondary school
teachers in developing an agricultural curriculm. Plante and Schloesser volunteered their time
through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

Plante and Schloesser worked with secondary school teachers in Karachev, located in the
Briansk region, to develop and set in motion a course curriculum on agricultural production. They
provided intensive training to eight teachers from the secondary school, who will begin to team-teach
the new courses this fall. During their preliminary sessions with the teachers, it became apparent to
Plante and Schloesser that the Russian teachers were well-versed in agricultural production theory,
but lacked hands-on experience. In turn, much of the training centered on bringing the teachers up
to par on the practical side of farming. At the end of their assignment, Plante and Schloesser held
meetings with local government officials to help bring validity to what the teachers were attempting
to accomplish. They also met with local university faculty and staff to determine what resources
could be available to the secondary school teachers, and to gamer support for the agricultural
education program.

Minnesota Farm Bureau and the Briansk Private Farmers' Association last year initiated a
formal partnership to strengthen the Russian farmers' organization and the productivity of its
members. Minnesota Farm Bureau President Al Christopherson and Executive Secretary Jim Wermner
first traveled to Briansk in August 1996, an as a result of their visit, an action plan was developed
and agreed to by the Briansk Private Farmers' Association, the Minnesota Farm Bureau and CNFA.

(more)
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FARM BUREAU MEMBERS TEACH UKRAINIAN LEADERS ABOUT
EFFECTIVE GRASSROOQTS POLITICAL ACTIVISM

California Farm Bureau members Leland Ruth and Frank Van Konynenburg just returned
from a three-week trip to Ukraine where they advised leaders of a private farm organization on
effective lobbying and advocacy strategies. Ruth and Van Konynenburg volunteered their time
through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs.

This is the CNFA volunteers second time working with the Crimean Farmers Association
(CFA). On their first visit, they assisted the leaders in developing a general policy framework. This
time, Ruth and Van Konynenburg helped organize CFA's 51 polices in order to publish a formal
policy booklet. The‘y also trained the leaders in western media and campaigning strategies, to aid
CFA's participation in local and national elections, to be held in spring 1998.

California Farm Bureau and CFA initiated a five-year formal partnership in 1994 to
strengthen Ukraine's private agricultural sector. Farm Bureau volunteers have helped the Ukrainians
with farm management, policy creation and association development.

On his way home to Sacramento, Ruth stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. Dianne
Feinstein and Rep. Robert Matsui to brief them on his assignment. The Farm Bureau member told
the lawmakers partnerships like the one between California Farm Bureau and CFA are a worthwhile
and effective use of U.S. taxpayers’ dollars.

Ruth is president emeritus of the Agricultural Council of California, a private trade
association representing global agricultural development activities, and has participated in a variety
of global agricultural development activities. He received his bachelors and masters degrees in
animal science and agricultural education from California Polytechnic State University.

(more)












Articles Featuring Farmer-to Farmer Volunteers
April 1, 1997 - August 31, 1997

April

“Kentuckians guide Uzbek group efforts,” Leadership News, Louisville, KY (April 1997).

“Morgan farmer back from Uzbekistan,” Licking Valley Courier, West Liberty, KY (April 3,
1997).

“Mt. Joy farmer visits Russia to share his dairy knowledge,” New Era, Mt. Joy, PA (April 3,
1997).

“Wisconsin resident teaches soil conservation in Ukraine,” Wisconsin Farmer, Waupaca, W1
(April 4, 1997).

“State teacher helps young farmers in Russia,” Wisconsin Farmer, Waupaca, WI (April 4, 1997).

“Indiana couple helps farmers association in Kazakstan,” Indiana Agrinews, Hartsville, IN (April
4, 1997).

“Farm Expert Challenged by East European Travels,” Daily Oklahoman, Stillwater, OK (April 6,
1997). '

“Wisconsin ag teacher starts new Russian ag youth program,” The Country Today, Menomonie,
WI (April 9, 1997).

“To Russia (From Quincy) — With Love,” Tallahassean, Tallahassee, FL (April 11-17, 1997).

“OSU Professor Helps Develop Farm Cooperatives In Ukraine,” News Press, Stillwater, OK
(April 17, 1997).

“Russia Milk Making Hinges on Equipment,” FarmDayta, Des Moines, IA (April 22, 1997).

“Robino spends month aiding Moldovan farming efforts,” Shoreview Press, White Bear Lake,
MN (April 22, 1997).

“At home in Uzbekistan,” The Cadiz Record, Cadiz, KY (April 23, 1997).

“Milk rep back from Russia,” Rapid City Journal, Rapid City, SD (April 28, 1997).

“Another look at last week’s trip to Uzbekistan,” The Cadiz Record, Cadiz, KY (April 30, 1997).




May

“South Dakota businessman helps dairy industry in Russia,” Black Hills Press, Strugis, SD (May
3, 1997).

“Sharma Aids Kalmykia Farmers,” The Farmer’s Exchange, New Paris, IN (May 9, 1997).

“Ag volunteer sought to lend a helping hand in former Soviet Union,” The Pantagraph,
Bloomington, IN (May 9, 1997).

“Biden-Pell Interview-Illinois Farm Bureau-Bill Witting,” WIBC AM 1230, Bloomington, IL
(May 9, 1997).

“Farm Bureau Leaders Conduct Seminars for Russian Farmers,” Farm Leader Letter, Manhatten,
KS (May 12, 1997).

“Network help plants seed of development,” FarmWeek, Kingston, IN (May 12, 1997).

“Volunteers needed to Develop Ag Markets in Russia,” WIBC 1230 AM, Bloomington, IL (May
12, 1997).

“Overseas farme;s reap benefits from U.S.,” Illinois Agrinews, Bloomington, IL (May 16, 1997).
“Ex-Soviet farmers tour W. Kentucky,” Evansville Courier, Owensboro, KY (May 16, 1997).
“Farmhands across the waters goal of network,” FarmWeek, Kingston, IN (May 19, 1997).
“Jobe steps back in time during Ukrainian trip,” Madisonian, Winterset, IA (May 21, 1997).

“Asian quartet is here to view way farmers operate,” Union County Advocate, Morganfield, KY
(May 21, 1997).

“Farmers cultivate interest: Former Soviets see how Bartholomew agriculture works,” The
Republic, Columbus, IN (May 26, 1997).

June
“3 extension agents work with farmers in Moldova,” The Sun, Westminster, MD (June 8, 1997).

“Volunteer finds Ukraine farm project rewarding,” The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, IA (June 8,
1997).

“Cooperation Among Cooperatives,” Co-Options, Atlanta, GA (June 8, 1997).

“Russian beef production up close,” Indiana Agrinews, Williamsburg, IN (June 10, 1997).




“Anamosa resident returns from Ukraine,” Eureka, Anamosa, IA (June 12, 1997).

“Kalmykia producers carry on ancestors’ ways,” Indiana Agrinews, Williamsburg, IN (June 10,
1997).

“Volunteers aid Russian agriculture,” Farm Bureau Spokesman, West Des Moines, TA (June 28,
1997).

July

“Area man helps Zimbabwe farmers organize,” Sentinel Tribune, Helena, MT (July 5, 1997).

“Taylor County agent briefs Ukrainians on intensive grazing,” Record-Review, Abbotsford, WI
(July 7, 1997).

August

“Idaho Legislator Teaches Ukrainian Women Farmers About U.S. Farm Organization,” Leader’s
Update, Pocatello, ID (August 15, 1997).

“Local dairy experts share their knowledge with other countries,” Carroll County Times,
Westminster, MD (August 12, 1997).



Peru Indlana, resldent and tormer Indlana

‘Kyrgyzstan to strengthen and suppart local
"Privatle Farmers' Assoclation. York In-

troduced Lhe Farm Bureau model of organi. -
' zatlonal structure. for thelr boards and’ com-

, mittees.
‘using experience In pollcy development

"York volunteered through.the Citlzens Net.

Awork for Forelgn Affalrs Central Asla Part-
, Farm Bureau staff member James York ret-’

'urned recently from a volunteer trip to ‘ assoclatlon® board members and committee -

~as facllitated the:initlal meeting of several
" committees." In" addition,” York conducted
-workshops on’ the' formation of assoclation
“ boards with the use of the Oregon and Wis. .

Vol 18N 26 . ;ﬂfﬁl\‘aarch 14,1987

assoclatlon-bullding to cheese processlng
CNF A volunteers brlng years of hands.on ex-
- perience to''thelr ‘counterparts In several:
former Sovlet countries, easing the transition
to a market economy and resulting In creatlve
and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA’s"
Central Asla: Partnership Program operates.
with the support of the Democracy Develop-.
.ment Initlative-Program of the U S Agency‘
for Internatlonai Development. - .
CNFA'ls'anon-profit organlzatlon dedlcated i
consin: Farm Bureau *Board of Directors .to stimulating lnternatlonal economlic growth’
Manual’ in order to explaln ‘the board’s role j and development. 'CNFA works ‘with" com-"
and- responsibliities,. its relatlonshlp to the ,‘pames entrepreneurs,-farm groups, business
presldent and to the rest of the PFA. . ..alllances, and other, groups to credte lasting

On ‘his' way back to Peru, York, stopped in “and effective: opportunltles in lnternatlonal
Washington 'to visit.the offices of Sen., Dan : markels. .’ o

Coats, R-Ind., and Rep. Steve Buyer, R-Ind., °

nership Program to conduct workshops with K

structure. " ;
~York lntroduced roles and responslbmtles'

of commlttee chalrpersons and members and

covered the use of reportlng systems, as well -

.to provide briefings on hils assignment. - . :
** York has worked for the Indlana Farm Bu-;

reau as both a fleld representative and a staff-:
member in Indianapolls. As a fleld represen: .
‘tatlve, York-worked with elght to 10 counties -
in Indlana, .assisting with county board-of
dlrectors use of presentations and organlza--,l,
tion of programs L B

“Since 1983, more than '20 CNF‘A volunteers_
have partlclpated in’ project asslgnments .
across Central ‘Asle. — ranging from farmers':
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:cess 1o capital precedes access to feed

..S. soybean group starts with the basics in Russia

y CHARLES HOUSE

istufts Stalf Sditer

he Amnegican Soybocun Azsn, (ASA)
owing sceds foraresumption of salcs
wasia, butit°s a lang haul from Towa
Uinois o XKrasnodar.

/3 especijally long becsuse the fouts
1o wind [irst twough tha bazlcs of
nimercial planning. Rudsian compa-
s thut could use U.S. saybeuns typi-
Iy dep’t have i business acurnen (or
mey) oeeded 1o get them, Azaresuly,
: railhead has loops and additional
p3 have o he xken,

Deynand at the preund lavel is nocthe

y o the Rusaian markal,” said J'g

rshey, an ASA di “The key 13
ping specafic businesses creaw buri-
ss plans o obuin finmocing so thag
Iy can bkecome profitable, and then,
af, 30 thoy can berome importecs, ™

nfact, ASA's effonts in the meplon have

SPRAY DRIED

““For Nurs«ry Plg Feexs

Midwmst Graia's spray dricd whear
gulea cam provide cxcnlbeax gyowin
Performanca aod pellet binding
propenics. With our reamnt
expersicm we're ready to dandic any

orrer, latge or sma]l, “

For mare infoymentod ar
1o placs an aeder o ll)
MIDWEST GRAIN

PRODUCTS, INC,

¥00-355-03a2 !
W

fexy w do inltislly with salesmonship
thon with providing tschnical and finun-
cjal know-how, Harshey said.

Right now, ASA is involved in at least
three market-building projects ia Rus-
sia,

Cpe, conduczd in cooperadon with the
Citizens Netwark fur Foreign Affairs, a
nonprofil proop Mat &elps sumulas i~
fernatjofial developrvent, was lannched
recody in Knanodar, 2 Russjan stae
lacaled north of the Black Sca,

There, a former colletive farm oper-
atzy an nilvesd processing plank uslng
locally grown sunflowess and soybearns.
But o cold-press techrology is “ar-
chuic,” Harshey said, Although expan-

sicnt and upgrading could spin off a vari-

ety of beneFius and Improve the
*s boftem Line, there’s no momey
o get the job dana.

ASA, franced by checkoff collars from
U,S. soybcan producers, can'l risk the
millions required for the hardware, but
with 524,000, it was able to hinc 2 Buro-
poan comsultant 1o take tho cama, basic

e,
First, Hershey said, tha consultans de-
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terminad whether soybean productionin
tha Krasnodar region could meet lecal
nicls,

*“Tha anrwer was a preclicable go, cs-
pecially if overall demand in the region
grow,™ Hamhey said, “The collective
eould acquire socugh o meat o mini-
mum demand, but If thers was growth,
arthey went to salvent extraclion, tey
would have to pull in beans from over-
scaz”

The eansoltant also suilinedd precissly
tow the former collective could reap bene
ofits from an expancion, With the rosearch
regults {n Band, it could then approach
local fianciers or mudtinations] banks
:ir:k moaey for the projest, Hershoy

*“Then their business might 1ake aff,
But u this poinr, without an infusion of
new techniology, their hunds arr some-
what ded.”

ASA was famjliar with the operution,
which Herahey cudled a “well-maraged
cutfir,” through previous dalry develop~

menr week condycted by ConAgrs, T
and the Citlzens Noowork, which s an

Hice in Moscow.

m involvedin s simi-
Lar project efscwhers in Krasnedar, There,
a soyheun procassors” axsociaton it has
Warked with hopes to expand prodyc-
tion of soy milk, say ice cream and oy
flour.

“They ne=d the beuns, bul have na
mopey 0 impett them,™ Hershey sald.
Hausgver, beoative u business “infrastroc.
nge” has been daveloped, the praceasors
might s able to obidin financing from
the World Bank, or benefit from a U.S,

Dpartment of Agriculture “Food tor
Progress™ grant, i
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eftiers

FEED BODIES
Tough, Kfficient, Dependable
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“The product would go In and they
would pay (ereditars) with proceeds frem
\bs saley,” Hershey siad. “If whnkl=s in
financing vould be smoothed out, T think
beans could go ta Krasnodar.®

At first, the valurmes woudld ba reia-
tdvoly small. on e order of £0,000 or
100,000 wos. -

Lams — “depending =a the perfor
tancs of thesa businesses™ — volumes
could incrcase, Hershey=aid

Anotbar ASA project In Russian Eu-
tope, undertaken with USDa, i
Tivo poultry ct anTs o

¥ a3 Ralssi jbuxincss,
~~*They have the potental of produring
geed quality poulay and making maney
at ie. dut four of the five are ol making
money at it ar eperating anywhets gear
enpucity,” Herskey said."They have the
managemens and logisdes] capabilides,
and if they were pivea tha finapcial es-
pabilitics ta jump-starx things, thea we
beliave they could betome viabies con-
sumers of im fecdaniffs.”

One of tha planes is localed near St
Petersburg, a huge marker [or gouloy
preduses, Thare, ASA IMnabced 2 study
1o determing what fondamental changes
would b pecded to qum the compan
around.

“Oaca they've commified to basic r2-
sguctring, @ makicg 3 visble go, fl-
nancing wijl bo sought and we beliave
financing is avallable,” Hershey mid,
Both ths World Bank 2ad USDA could

be sourced;

ut hobody §s going Lo free up those
funds untdl is becomes clear that ey
can make a 2o of it They have to make
the busincss plan showing bow they re
going 10 reybructure ... Whaa they maks
that comminment, the meney will come
fepward,”

ASAalso has beeg esgaged Ina project
with Cumir, a Russian food conglomee-
alz wilh sumarous holdings, inchding a
soybean crushing plant and 2 poultry pro-
ducdon faciiley.

“The thing that jarzrests us |3 revial
izing their paulmy unil,” Esrshey said.

Capaxall p, 23
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servauons might be used to help in the
early idenuficarion of sick animals re-
quiring weatment,

A berter upderstanding of individual
animal bebavior could provide a basis
for the improvement of & wide variety of
management decisions.

Dolezal discnssed the effects af estro-
genic and androgenic implants on ear-
cass quality and maturity, The cffect of
combination (esoogenic-androgenic)
implanls on steer carcass guality gradc
i3 well decumented as indicated [n Table
2. However, it i3 interesting to note that
with heifers, the same type of implants
appear to have little cffect on marbling
and quality grade (Table 3).

With the change in the B maturicy
grade, carcass skeleta] and lcan maturity
bas become an important issue, The es-
mogenic compouents in implaats may
£anse some jpcrease in maturity scarcs,
but this change {a nejther large or con-
sistzat as illustrated in Table 4, The same
can be said for the impact of implant
zaoment on meat tendemess.,

The results of two separate studiss
{Tables 5 and §) indjcate that combina-
tion implants bave little impact on the
shear foccr mesns of British-crmss stenrs
carcasses. Howwmver, this is not a simple
issue and the impact of itnplanss on ten-

LAY
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heifers to first calving to less than 22
months, this might further increase prof-
its, but only if milk produetion and mam-

" mary development were pol impaired.
Apparcatly, rapid ratc of gain prier to
puberty may be especially detrimental
1w mamory gland development and sab-
sequent milk production,

Howevet, YandeHaar believes that a
high protein diet fed in conjunction with
progrags for rapid gains, may overcame
the peggtive effect oo mammary devel-
opmenc. Tabla 7 contains growth goals
and ration pretein resommendadons for
dairy heifers of various ages, As onecan
see, the recommended protein levels are
much higher than those ysed in canven-
tiopal

Harrison et al discussed the mechani-
ca| processing of com silage and it’s im-
pact on silage outitve valuc. This me-
chanical procesging is achieved by roll-
erz mounted on silage hayvesters and the
cost of the additional equipment was es-
timated at $10,000-15,000.

The Batlom Line

Ther= are significant business and cul-
tural differcoces betwezn the becf xnd
dairy industry. However, there are also
many physiologice! and nutritiara) simi-
Janrides betwesn beef and dairy animals.

*“They ne=ded 1o maks semc investment
1o bring itup 1o spead and seale, so ASA
brokared an ingraduction to World Bank
officials who weren"t aware of this par-
ticnlsr business.”

The cennection could result in finage-
ing. upgrading, profits —— aad then, hop=-
fully, soybeans exports from the U.S.

Ten yewrs ago, the Soviet Union was
one of the biggest protein markets in the
world, importing millions of dellars in
oilseeds apnually.

Teduy, Hershey said, the demand siil]

: ;ﬁh gradlents among adipese depot adapted frem Hammond (1955)
2

Capital: Beans access secondary/rrom;.
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exists, despit= politcal problems and
developmenta that can make ASA s in-
volvement seam indirect, poorly placed
of risky. “It’s the' farmers' money,”
Hershey said. “Baard members get ner-
vous when they bear Bad things about
Russia — thal the unims! numbers ace
declining, or that the macrocconomics
of the place are in turmasi), Buteach ime
they {ook atit hard, the medijum- (o long-
term picture is quite faverable. The de-
mand is there, and it’s_not going 10 g9
away's

p——
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Feed business in the Northeast was o a steac

would be walcome, Homigy values wers up shas
caro futures prices. Rising board levels cuse
markets, Suppliers werc having an extremely
lavels, or whers the market should made. Sam:
May futures coptract, while others were suppo
dropped the basis 1o an effort to obtaig sales, the
ment costs. Brewers and distillers graips pdces
ing values for comn. Midds prices rose a bie, du.
with the approach of Easter, flour sales weze slo
thera wers limited places 1o ship.

Ingredient market= in the Midwest again sc
Althoagh some products moved brickly, high
soybean meal seemed to taks the wind out ©
“second-tier” ingredieats also climbed, bat th
how salid they were due to generally sluggish fe
siemumed from furuires markets, with cash gales
bean meal firmed as crushing margins delerior
44%.-proteln preduct wraded at 516 under the M.
about $3.40 on the weck. Grain barges were
River as flooding eased, but mor= rain and sc
qucstions about additional problemns this spriz;

Steagth in midwestsm furres and cash mark
op West Coast feed prices, Presswa oo soybew
plex higher, and higher midwestam mex and b
jump abruptly — with the threat of even highe
for western hay took roughage valbas topaw
near 5100 — the most in years — and almood h
markats firmed with hegvy demand. Digtille:
higher, and hominy moved upward follawir:
dairy ration. Grains were all firm and active.

@ This report was compiled by Feedstuffs edix:
York Missouri and California.
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- Mennonite farmers build a cheese factory from the’

‘4: The Dally Nows / Monday, March 24, 1997:.

*

Looal chéése maker»maelge;s dlffer‘énce n Russ1a

The Kutter name has long been familiar to Genesee ~-diffi culues however when Russnan customs off' Cials

County residents because of the family’s cheese-mak- - would not release the equipment until, Kutter and his-

ing, operation .in_Pembroke. Lately, the name has, group.paid a bribe. Finally, after a 2 I/2-month fight,
become’ associated wrth another place! thousands’ of - “the German’ govemment fearing increased- ‘emigra-.

miles away from .its. Weslem New, York base — tion by destitute Russian farmers, paid $46000to get B

namely, the nauon of Russia,; ‘
-Businessman Anthony Kutter recently completed
his fifth trip to that distant country, where he helped

the factory slupment through

H

..-food, outhpuse and meager way of life.- The new fac-
- tory _he helped create began operaﬂons Jast month,

e

ground up in Neudachmo, in: southem Slberra. His'
trip was recently . chronicled in-an rntervrew |th
Daily News staff writer. Marilyn Pfalzer.. "

Since 1993, Kutter. has worked as a, volunteer for
the Citizens Network for ‘Foreign - Affairs Inc,
Agribusiness. Volunteer. Program,‘helpmg farmers
across Russia and the Ukraine i improve dairy produc- .

i 1tems like fuel and farm. equrpment I

tion- and become ‘more self-sufficient. His work . .improved, ‘thanks to the hard work of Kutter. They ‘
requires a huge commitment of ume - resources, ener- __,"0“’ have the tools to help control their own destiny.’
gy and patience. " " . “We commend Anthony Kutter for his effons on .
Before his latest mp to Russm. Kutter spent a year behalf ofthe Russran people. It’s not often that a per-
‘roundmg up used equrpment mcludmg farm mrlkrng son makes a, drfference in his hometown and some- g
machines, which was shipped overseas for use ‘at the” where far: away Kutter Is domg both‘ and he deserveq

.

new [actory. The Pembroke businessman faced some. - praise, for his unself' sh commrtment

4 FEBRUARY 10 1997

t*Thoughts Of Slbena

g A = S Photo and apuon by Weegje
To'ﬁ"y"K—tter, owier ol‘ Kutter s Cheese, spoke to Rotary about
his, tnps to Russia to share his expertise in cheese makmg Hei is
now in Slbena starting another cheese factory.

i .although Kutter says cheese manufactured’ there will =
* probably-not' be sold,.but rather’ used as barter for

Kutter then. headed for Russra, where he hved and _';
.worked.among, the. Mennonites, sharing their home,’"

o

?

* Although these farmers are still far’ from economt- ‘
cally secure, therr ‘circumstances. have;’ clearly<
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Perryan Involved In
Volunteer Teaching -

Project In Ukraine

Perryan Dale Dunivan recently re-
tned from a volunteer trip to Ukraine
where he taught Ukranian farmers fi-
nancial management, business plan-
ning, marketing.and basic record keep-
ing.

He volunteered through the Citi-
zens Network for Foreign Affairs
(CNFA) Agribusiness Volunteer Pro-
gram.

In Ukraine, he outlined income and
expense projections as a tool to deter-
mine which crops to grow and de-
scribed day-to-day record keeping nec-
essary for farm/agribusiness manage-
menl. )

Dunivan conducted for seminars for
new private farmers in the Ukrainian
regions of Lviv, Chemivtsi and Zalis-
chyky where approximately 30 partic-
ipants leamed about farm management,
record keeping, expense and income
statements, balance sheets and crop pro-
jection analysis. o

In addition, he had the opportunity 10
speak before more than 300 students at
agricultural universities in Lviv and Za-
lischvky. Topics included a general de-
scription of American agriculture, mar-
ket driven economy and financial man-
agement principles.

Presently, he is an international train-
er who teaches courses and provides
technical assistance in business plan-
ning and financial management.

Prior to returning to Perry, Dunivan
stopped in Washington, D.C. to provide
briefings about his assignment.

Teaching is not new 0 Dunivan, who
has 30 years experience in the field of

educaticn. He taught school at Orlando,
Morrison prior to moving to Missouri.
He was a teacher of biological sci-
ence and agriculture education for the
Francis Howeli school district and a
professor of science education at Lin-
derwood college in St. Charles, MO.
Dunivan previously served as an el-
ementary school principal in Missouri.
He is a native of the local area,
graduated from Sumner high school
and Oklahoma State university and did
graduate work at OSU and Stanford
university. Dunivan also worked as a
science consultant for the state de-
partment of education in St Louis.
He returned to Perry in 1991 and
for the past four years has been sharing
his teaching expertise in other coun-

‘nies.

Dunivan first became involved in vol-
unteer trips through the National FFA
organization. Since 1992, he has taken
17 trips to countries such as Rumania,
Poland, Russia, Ukraine and Czecho-
slovakia as a trainer and technical as-
sistant for the Land Q Lakes industri-
al development program.

Most rewarding, Dunivan said was a
project that involved seven trips to Ru-
mania where he was involved in cur-
riculum development for an agriculture
school.



By WENDY LOY.-

Perspectnves/Educat ion Ed tor'

Ttwasa unique spnngbreak
for Menomonie..agriculture
instructor” Jean . D'Angelo.
Rather than taking a week off -

_from teaching, she traveled to -

Russia to find students yearn-
ing for mformatlon about
agrxcu]ture ‘

’Ange]o returned March
21 after. spendmg two weeks.
on a volunteer trip to Konako-
vo, Russia, where she he]ped to
deve]op the young 'farmers
movement there (It was pure-’
ly chance she was assigned to_
that ‘éity, which-happens to be™

Menomonie's  sister city in

Russia.) D'Angelo taught agri-
cultural education within the.

local vocational) school burld-.

mg upon projects started there
in September 1995. -

“The opportunity fell in my'

lap,” D’Angelo explained, and

it was' a chance she couldn’t

pass up. .
Usmg 0ver 10 years of -

etpenence in agricultural edu- .

cation, ‘D’Angelo’ volunteered
through the Citizens Network
f'orzForelgn Affairs (CNFA)

-Agrrbusmess Volunteer ‘

. old.- y
D’Angelo also a551sted they

Pr gram
She conducted an’ agncul-
tural education program that

. focused on business and mark- .
. et economy, exposing students

to management risk 1ssues

mvo]ved in agnbusmess Her -
" class consisted .of 24 eighth
graders; roughly half' had.:‘.

parents who farmed

Language was not a barrler‘., A
* for D'Angelo,who had atrans- . -

lator (the English teacher from

the school) . wrth her at all .

times.

“'ple interested in- agnculture,
"she said. The group would."
. .target people 13 to 18 years

vocational school in develop-
ing an agricultural curriculum

appropnate "to’ students. pre-‘

".paring for a career as private
- farmersin a developing mark-

‘et economy. She worked with

teachers to improve 'their

" understanding of market prin-
clp]es ‘and conducted lectures .

:in loca] schoo]s on ‘economics,

"In"‘addition, DAngelo’
ssrsted Russran teachers n

“They. are t trymg to start a'j. ;
- youth prog'ram for’ young peo—_- .

.+, .career posmbﬂ)ty"

Daughter Nastya (leﬂ) and mother Tat;yana (ri ght) Foki na,
members of D’Angelo’s host famﬂy, are leading the charge to
improve agriculture curriculum and stant a youth program 1n

Russia. Here, they are-pictured with D’Angelo and Yurl Fari- -

nyak, director of the institute for Advanced Learners In Agncu I-
Jture, a vocationa!l school In Tver. :

: ‘_..,;,
N X

‘ conductmg a campargn to
- involve' local administrators,
and school boards in encourag-
ing agricultural edication
-among - secondary school
students, -0 - '
“They were ‘all v very suppor-
tive of this program,” she said.
“But | again, the question was
: where 1s the money. gomg to
" come’ from.”
D’Angelo f‘ound the schools
- .in Konakovo to ‘be’“lacking
many ‘of the 'most basic sup-
plies; “chalk and" chalkboards

‘and - pencils were sometlmes
. difficult to find. She'was forced
. to 1mprov15e for” specra] .pro-
jects; a plece ‘of -metal was_
twrsted into a cirgle to: serve as
.a hula hoop, 'small blocks of
" waod had to be located and cut”
by the. principal; "and
D’Angelo’s host family brought
her clay from the pottery fac-.
tory for, anather” project.’: <" :
"I‘heyJustdon t have money
“for anything,” DAngelo said;
‘especially ‘an extra like the
* proposed youth group. “I hope
‘Tcan find grants here'to help.™
-+ Theyouth ‘of. Russxa don’t”
““see agriculture’a ”a'pos:ctzve.
"~D’Angelo-

and]oca] leaders, hope a youth
program 51m11ar fo:the” FFA
program here would helpto
‘change that .attitude; i
.. D'Angelo stayed with'a fam-
Zily in their small apartment =

_while “in"- Konakovo. ' As -far- -

were available, but'e even paper _

- mers their land and ‘animals

were Tocated across the Vo]ga
River.: “The mother and “her
eldest daughter -were “very
~‘active in’ the push to get an
*- agricultire youth'group estab-

. hshed ‘D’Angelo said she ‘was
amazed ' by *their'? optlmrstlc

,‘ - \ne?\!?s,_desprte a]l‘,of,the*prob
" lenis-they. face-every: day.~. =~

"“I "asked Nastya’ (the’

o ;daughter) .how . she keeps _
- going. She said it was just'in -

_her blood, and she was a very
> said. ;-

only people D’Angelo found
with a positive attitutde,’

struggles they face.
- “It's amazing "how much

.

determmed person » D Angelo ;

1" Her ho'st fam1]y was not the ‘

despite all of the problems and



they have to dea] w1th”~ h‘e"i"‘ pared,to what was bemg done : the students,” she 'said. Pre-
isaid. “Sometimes they get gas, ** 1. t.he'U'mted ‘States some 50 " sentations to students, as well
:and sometimes they don't. The . ears :Ago): -An‘ag- rp_ayketmg “7 as .teachers ‘and’ other com- '
‘seed forcrops may come in; but " ‘curnculum for.” both "high - « mumty ]eaders will be part of
‘then it’s no- good.”. - .- . ;schoo] and | ch choo]s is also . DAnge]os on~gomg outreach-
‘Independence is very imipor-. .. ‘2, ‘priority”” L DTOJeCt " LR e
taht‘tq these farmers, who “‘_They need hands -on; prac- - U : '
w nthto be self‘—suﬂ'ment and tical - agncu]ture knowledge . - Since. 1993 more than 300
v - D'Angelo’said.-Russian . Stu- . CNFA volunteers have partici-
,‘dents.psually_ hsten -angd. read pated in"project ‘assignments -
". ‘across Russia and Ukraine —
< ranging from* farmers’
'assomahon-bmldmg to cheese
. processing. CNFA volunteers
bnng yearsofhands:on expen-"
‘ence to their counterparts in
_Russm and’ otherf,former
Sovie Fidotntriey: “easing “the ;

:.;4.

ST poned

Cong’ressman Ron

gﬁ’fr}‘ent" ol IR “t r )
D'Ang ]0"ad§ ]B, the en *nomy and resulting in creative -
eS hOOlD]StrlCthaSbEEn ; nd effect]ve US fore]gn.
‘assistance. CNFA s Volunteer.
Progrdm . operates twith -the
sses that will teach.about agri- y saw it as a way to “-support “of ‘the’ Farmer-to-'-
sculture - ‘practices 'in Russia; "  develop: professwnally and to *'-Farmer Program of the U.S:"

' not the United States (Russi-- bring back information about  Agency for’ Internatlona]

ia'a qg industry has been com- , mternat:ona] agnculture to,“.‘,' Development

P B - : o
-Gt . - . S e

s

- most urgent need is for a perw
‘ ;son with a strong_cum_cu]um-

" the'local teachers develop clas-

. . .

‘ Tt Photos courtesy Jean D'Angelo'
Jean D’ Ange!o and her lnterpretor Luba Yurjevna discuss information in the FFA Handbook with
a class at Konakova's School #3.

BEST AVAILABLE COFY
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Former Moundridge resident
organizes co-ops in Ukraine

by Janet Lalrd
MOUNDRIDGE--Larry
Krehbiel has been spending time
“~In the Ukraine organizing coop-
eratives for private farmers. "In
the past two years I have been
there ten weeks, I have been con-
ducting educatlonal seminars in
ten Oblasts.” Krehbiel explained
that an Oblast is equal to a state
in The United States and in the

Ukraine there are 24 Oblasts.

"Istarted the project by myself
and In two years we have added

* three more instructors.”
Krehbiel has been working with
Dr. Vitaly Zivonchuk in the
Ukraine. Dr., Zivonchuk was
awarded The Fulbright Scholar-

Barbara and Larry Krehbiel are visilidg the Ukrane in efforts to organize

ship, studied at North Dakota
University and wrote a book,
"American Cooperatives vs. The
Collective Farms®. "It is Dr.
Zivonchuk who sets up the meet-
ings and organizes the coopera-
tives. \

Larry Krehbiel explained that
the Ukraine is greatly impover-
Ished and that the main goals of
the Ukrainians is putting food on
the table and staying warm.

Krehbiel and his wife, Barbara,
wilireturntothe Ukraine in June.
"I have managed cooperatives
for over 30 years, with part of
those years as a consultant.”

_The Krehbiels live in Pratt
where he owns Agri-BusIness Con-

cooperalive farming. (Photo by Janet Laird)
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- By BOB BUYER.
~ News S!aff Reporler

PEMBROKE' — In Neudachmo, " told the port officials. that the’ equip-;:

: ment was for humanitarian purposes,
 when they heard that“the cheese ulti-,.
mately ‘'would be sold, kthey wanted
- bribes to release it:. ..o <

Siberia, a 600-population village -more
than 2,000 miles from Moscow, the;

German-speaking locals -call’ Anthony -

W. Kutter, the grosse kaese macher —’
in English,” the big cheese.

“The title is well eamed. Alfter three,
trips ‘there, the latest a month-long:

stay in February when. tcmperatures

- averaged five below zero, Kutter suc-

ceeded in “starting a- SOO-pound -a-day .
cheddar cheese plant that is capable‘.

of tripling that output.’

Kutter, who has 49 years of chcese-
mak1n§ experience behind him, had a
multi-la
Mennonites of Neudachino.

“It took me a year to get- the

. cheese vats, vacuumi and packaging
machines, compressors, churns, boilers,
milk tanks and all the other cheese-

-

_ _,maklng equtpment assembled ..md
* - shipped to Russia,” he-said.”

yered - assignment with the-

WS

“Once it was landed it lay at th
port forseveral’ ‘months: - A!though 1

“Corruptton is everywhere in ‘Rus-

a,” Kutter continued.-*The’ country'is. ...

so cormpt that it’s. hard. to"get "things
done. And nobody has’any: money. Be-

anything, they can’t buy anything.:-In-
stead, they barter — a load of cheese:

4

dachino’s’ lifestyle., Homes .are - heated

“with coal; only some have running wa- -
ter. The house he occupied - lacked in-

door toilets. Baths: are-a weekly occa-

<s|on m a commumty bath - women‘ .

.‘

SlBL- ¢ .

on Saturdays and men on Sundays

,hls “stay.’ “Food was plentiful,™ he said.
“Most’ people had chickens or-.a’ pig :

:sage ‘Try my: sausage,, they w0uld' :

cold - temperatures,” which sometimes

_ caught’a cold.”
cause the Mennonites ‘there ‘can’t sell'”™ ‘
.build the 40-by-70-foot cheese plant -

:“and- the cheese storage cooler than.to
for a-load of oil or tractor parts,:for-

. example. Food always ls a. good barter, -
: |tem ) ‘

-~ Kutter accustomed hlmself fo Neu-

*. milk, from an adjacent 800 -COW - collec- "
“tive. farm,. L e

o

. For.-all "that; Kutter-clearly: enjoyed."'l

and they frequently- offered .us.sau- ;

_urge us.”.. - N
Kutter satd he" did" not _ mmd the':

dipped 'to- 20 below zero. “And when .
the sun came out, which was often, I .
felt good » Kutter * sald “I never .

He found it easier to help the men -’

teach: them' American- dairy practtces N
The little factory processesall-the .-

Knowmg that. quuhty checse can‘;-

only be made from quality milk aud ‘ kb .

that his Siberian hosts had little or no " SHARON CANTILLON/Buftalo News -
S Anthony W. Kutter is “the big

_cheese” in Neudachino, Siberia.

-See Kutter Pgge D6

PRENEY

Huter: Taught his hosts a httle_ cap1tal1sm

Continued from Page D3

sanitizing 'devices or soaps because
they don't have the money to buy °
them, Kutter worked hard with the"'
farmcrs to improve bam and m|lk~
ing sanitation,

“We made the milk better than
it had been,” he said. “But dairy;

sanitation remains a major and .

frustratmg prablem.”

talism at-his Neudachino ‘friends.

cream and yogurt, e said. “The

) R SIster city -of Buffalo make “cheese .
* Kutter also pushed a little ‘capi- **

.. Pembroke” ‘plant,” 'he.. said. :
“I told them to build a store’’
where people "could %‘et butter, ice,:

:ulttmate goal is-to sell cheese to Neudachrno. I guess I am the only
: people in Omsk ‘the Iarge Stbertan “ American who helps them start up

cuy .7.cheese plants, ‘Several groups have
Actually, the semi- retlred (“I “invited.me to help.them start mak-

can't sit and ‘do: nothing”): part-'.- tng cheese," said Kutter, 64.
owner of the Kutter Cheese’ plant’ - s

has’ made -five trips ' to_the former
Sovmt -Union- and is’ planning a
sixth in May. “I.want to help: -peo
ple “in “Tver," a_ 500,000-population ..

'-Kutter and his" brother, Rich-
ard, ‘also semi-retired, built up_the
Kutter .cheese business .their late
father began a half-century ago..

’Il go back to Russia as often
he said. “I
“want' to. help these people and.do
., something to' get. Russran -Ameri-
can’ !_F'e\d¢‘,30108 again.”

curds just like we make at our ;. L
“A: as.my health permits,”
cheese plant alréady exists there.
_“They heard about my-work for
the _German.descended people of
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By Marltyn Ptatzer-

' PEMBROKE — During his fifth trip
to Russia under the auspices of the Cit-
;izens Network for.Foreign AffairsInc

and,we.shoul ’pay to'»"fget the equipment
*out of customs. They won,” he said.
Anthony Kutter drew ‘from; 40 years : The Germnnugovernment it paidiiey
“ experience| in- the.'cheese industry  to $46 000 for the. shrpment in the interest s
build a factory from the ground up in of reducing 1mmlgratron by desperat ,,
Stberm. Russmn FArmers. ;o Firssi i oty ot

. Kulter said his, tnp to Neudachmo in Neudochlno reSldentS had: the- shell -}, 8
southern” Slbena and Tver, acity IOO of} the factory’, ready, \Whe
~'miles north of Moscow, was “very suc ' am'ved to install;jeqorpmeh;
cessful,.but kind of exhausting.” trammg employees ¥ fainal

~Before he leftPembroke,: the: local‘~ : Cheese from the factory, ;
cheesc maker spent a'year rounding up;, UP ‘and {operating last;month,: robably,.
.used equrpment everything | from soap, ;won 't be sold the Pembroke business-
-to:;, washed-down' . farm "~ milking i
mnchmes ‘asi he ShOWed the Mennon-: “People dont have money to buy
‘ites how;tg’; lmprove dairy productron 3 nnything. The cheese’ xyill’,be,.'bartere
through rmproved snmtat:on to Iabora- 3 : for! thmgsshke fuel for tmcturs. Every
tory equipment. . ; K one ‘s, stmgglmg. he smd “I lived
“I hadto make surc I hnd every
:thing,” he said. “They don’t have hard-*-shared the outhouse and other dlfﬁcul-‘ T
. ware stores in Russia. They make parts - ties. It’s the way they will llve until the Yo S
in machine shops when you need economy’ gets going. You Just have to The blg cheese ot
somethmg, and it takes time.” . - stay focused and ride out the crises.” ' e
- He shipped the equipment to Russm, ““Kutter said,.“The Mennonites have *Anthony Kutter of Kutter's Cheese Factory in Pembroke had to hght
looking forward to lhe start of the new" ~ such strong faith, they put up with a lot  adverslly such as bribe-hungry customs officials to help Russlan Men—
factory, then spent 2% months in an of advcrsmes They want businesses to nonltes build their own cheese tactory In Siberia.

vrabrhty, he said. - ments across Russia and the Ukraine -

Roceo Laurienzo/Dally News -

FETANRRt

unsuccessful fight to get Russian cus-. survive” - ¢ SR

toms officials to release his packages,, .He prowded an’ outhne ofhls accom:~- : Kutter has been mvolved with cheese - ‘since 1993, he said plans to keep in
twrthout payment of al brlbe Kutter\.r phshments dyring a visit at Sen. Daniel  production since 1947, when he joined touch with the Neudochino plant by -
“said. T * “P. Moynihan's office. in. Washington,; his-father in the Pembroke business. computer. “If they have any questions,

“We tried to tell the Russians the D. C., before he retumed to, Pembroke.; ' One of more than 300 CNFA volun-  all they have to do is e-mail them,” he
.equipment was donated.-We were vol- - . lt was a ﬁrst step toward economtc teers who have participated in assign--  said. ‘

e




Appletree meinbe

«MARSHALL = o :
Marshall has: helped'Appletree»»
Institute increase. its membershlp n
“the South Dakota* przees
Schools':Group-::
Insurance Pool
300 :
- Current annua
- premiums unde
- the direction of:
- Krull _are $4.5:
somillion.” g,

,';‘; .. The Applelree ol
.« Institute, a non- ;. -y
... profit corporallon w1th ofﬂces in
" Marshall, assists.school districts in, .
.the state of South: Dakota. with lhetr,
Eurchase of employee beneﬁls, Krull
as.worked for. Appletree since’
‘October 1995 and-markets insurance ..,
programs and servxces to, school dxs- :
tncls. g ’

rship

Va4

Paergmd v ‘ut
.t )

network:’ n; 'ﬁnoldava

h Sart et bdtrr e Phalinabo ER S IS BUL
e T RN

ittt

“MARSHAL 2

’-Marshall busi-: o

ness executive: Harlan "Aasheim vol-

. unteered in Moldova recently to help
trengthen; three. fruit and vegelable
rocessmg businesses in that country.,,

With over.30-years. experience; in

through. The' szens

will be used"for grant and mvesl- :
mem proposals ‘
Aashelm recenlly rellred as a;
busmess service! consultant for_
Cenex/Land Q’Lakes. Hei lS experl-.
‘enced in busmess and- prOJect feasi-*-
blhty, human resource planmng, and

RPN

.sharing was:1988 ‘when more than’
*'* $20 million was distributed.” " "]

* sales'zind'marketing planning. i

'CNFA is'a non-profit organiza--
tion dedicated to stimulating interna-
tional economic growth and deve¥~
opment et e

| Marvm Wlndows
shares '$4 mllllon

i
H

V ‘:Ir iy WARROAD (AP) — Employees
busmcss finanace, Aasheim volun-, 1 of. Marvin Windows and Doors are
teered,,

! Network +for . Foriegn: Affairs,
,.(CNFA) Agnbusmess Volunleer
| -, Program. He provided.financial,
. expenise, lo 1mprove procedures. and*;
;opemuons ~working dlrcclly ‘with
..Moldovan and foriegn investors - to
. gather and . write business plans | that”

lakmg home a little something extra.
.. The Warroad-based company on
Salurday announced the distribution
- of. more, than $4 million in profit-’
‘shanng among 3,080 employees.

;f ; That's up ‘from last’ year's distrib-

. ution jof more than $3 million. The
company 's blggcsl year for profit-

1
. -The privately,owned compahy

: manufaclures made to-order. wood

wmdqws and doors. It operates .
‘plantséin Warroad; Ripley, _Tenn 3
Baker, Ore and Fargo N. D

Dyt




Keck1s glde Uzbek group efforts

n February 24, two

Kentucky Farm Bureau
Area Program Directors, Tony
Holloway and Larry Smith left
Kentucky to begin a 25-day
assignment in Fergana,
Uzbekistan.

This trip was in conjunction
with the partnership established
in 1996 between the Fergana
Private Farmers Association, the
Kentucky Farm Bureau
Federation, and the Citizens
Network for Foreign Affairs.

Holloway's assignment was to
work with the Fergana Private
Farmers Association, visiting 6
rayons [counties) and conducting
one-day workshops on the role of
farmer presidents vs. executive
directors, and workshops
explaining the importance and
work of committees for the rayon
board.

In four of the rayons, Holloway
conducted a second day
Workshop/General  Assembly
(county annual meeting] for all
PFA members concerning the
organization’s by-laws, commit-
tee structure, and elections.

He also facilitated the hiring of
an Executive Director to work for
the association.

In the other two rayons where
Holloway worked, he introduced
the new structure to the Rayon
Board of Association, created a
committee structure, and made
future plans to hold a General
Assembly. adopt the new by-
laws, elect a farmer president,
and hire an executive director.

Smith's responsibility was
much the same, visiting five
rayons. Both Holloway and
Smith drew on their years of
Farm Bureau experience to cre-
ate two one-day workshops
which proved to be most benefi-
cial to the newly elected presi-
dents, executive directors and to
the new committee chairmen.

Smith, 2nd from right, poses with a group outside a Uzbek shrine.

Both Holloway and Smith were
excited to see the process of
democracy work in a country
which has been under commu-
nist control for over 70 years.

Enabling farmers to speak for
themselves, and make decisions
that effect them on a daily basis
was an incredible new experi-
ence, Farmers told them they
hoped to be as successful as the
KFB in 70 years.

The way the Uzbeks farm is
similar to the way Americans
farmed in the early days. An
average size farm is 5-10
hectares, and it was difficult to
explain to the Uzbeks the average
size farm in the United States. It
was almost like ‘they did not
believe an American farmer could
own and operate large size farms.

And a big question for them
“How much do American

was,
farmers pay in taxes?”

The assignment given to
Holloway and Smith -- “to create
and conduct two. individual

workshops” - proved to be both a
challenge and a great experience.

Smith and Holloway were
treated like royalty while travel-

ing In the Fergana Valley--from
the weekend sightseeing trip to
the historic city of Samarkand, to
the lunches every day after the
workshops.

The food in Central Asia was
rated “wonderful” by the two vis-
ftors. The national dish in
Uzbekistan is PILAFF - a plate of
rice cooked with mutton, onions,
carrots, and any other vegetables
the host desires.

The soups of the country were
also tasty. Holloway's favorite
was what he called “Split Pea
Soup.” Other meals would
include SCHOLEEKE, a shish-
kabob with mutton or beef.
Bread, raisins, and fresh fruit
were also available at the table
during mealtimes.

The Kentuckians said their trip
was a success because “farmers
in the Fergana Valley now speak
for themselves, have an organiza-
tion similar to ours, and now can
move forward in this new thing
they call independence.”

- Would they go back again and

work with the Fervana P A?
“Certainly -- we are looking

forward to that day,” they said.
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Lessons in democracy

Morgan farmer-:back from Uzbeklstan
* Morgan County farmer and long~ T
lime’ Farm Bureau ‘member Larry .
Smllh of Ezel recently returned from -
thé” former Soviet Republic -of
Uzbekxslan where he assisted farm-
ers lhere with lessons in democracy, :
spccrfcally in the dcvelopmenl of
regional anale "Farmers Assocra
tions. (PFAs) ‘Smith worked as an
extension of ‘a project. slarledxm '
January 1996 belwecn the Kenlucky
Farm Bureau’ and PFAs .in the
Uzbckrslan city of Fergana

Relymg on his more than 24 years
of expcnencc in the Kemucky Fann ;
Bureau Srmlh volunleered ‘for’ lhe L
assxgnmenl through’ The Cluzcns i».__..

Yy

MR

Network for Fore|gn Aff

Ny Gu!mlra Toroku\ova and Shanpa Mirzaevna, Muhamat Nxshonov larmer
See UZBEI\ISTAN Pagc 2 and PFA leader and Uzbekl agronomxsl Abdurashld Haltmov




Uzbekzstan ;f' |

( Connnued From Page One)

(CNFA) Central Asia Pannershjp
‘Program His goal was to help
" increase the part1c1pat10n of
" Uzbekistani farmers in their own
Private Farmers Associations and
. he worked with committees to elect
i farmers ‘as; iPFA: presxdentsaandf’as
- regionial boards ‘of associations and
f"'selecung adirector. "7 e e
" .. Smith visited five reglons iny
_ Uzbekistan to conduct workshops
on the role. of farmer- pre51dents,
and 1o introduce and review bylaws
- established to-create an advisory
:,,Vserwce and sterngtghen the PFA..
-.:; Smith also discussed reso]quns
. and roles of comrmttees thhm the
PFA as well as the respon51b11mes
" of presidents and éxecutive direc-
“tors; In"addition,” Smith fac11|tated
. -democratic elections for PFA pre51~
“’dents-ithe fitst. of: “their kind in
. Uzbekjstan, and conducted two—da Y
. committee seminars: and a cha1r
*" man/director seminar.”. - : ;’
. Smith said it was heartening to
see the keen interest demonstrated
by Uzbeklslam farmers in breakmg
“away_ from the collective farming
‘methods forced upon. them under:
'”commumsm Only 'recently have;'j
" some of the huge collective farms.
. been broken up and the land d.lStl'lb- "
uted among the people to operate;
“privately. He said they realize Lhey.
,cannot reap the full benefits of pn-‘f-
_’vate operation without democrati-
‘cally-elected farmer organlzauons
1o work in their interest. :

' rheeting Monday;«ixscusse&kyyexgi

" On his way back to Ezel; Smith
stopped in Washington, D.C. to
visit the. office of 5th district Rep
Harold Rogers to prov1de bneﬁngs
on his assignment. |

* Smith, who resides on a235 acre
;farm at Ezel, has been emp]oyed‘
wnh the Department of Agncu]turc
"in_Frankfort.- He also" taught hlgh*
school science, blology, and’voca-;}
 tional agriculture in West- leerty
and has worked as an agricultural]

~agent for a local bank: He has been!

“an Area Program’ Director for thej
Kentucky Farm Bureau for 24
years. :
. The project is part’of CNFA’ s-
Central Asia Pannershlp Program'
(CAPP), which is funded by. Lhe

-~ U.S. Agency for International De-

" velopment (USAID) through the'

Counteparl Consortium: CAPP;
aims to support the emergence of
private farmmg in Central Asia by

’ strengthéning local private farmers"

associations and sumu]almg US'
private sector interest in the region.: 7
CNFA is a non-proﬁt orgamza-};
tion dedxcated 1o stimulating inte
- national economic growth and de-:
ve]opment CNFA works with com~
" panies; entrepreneurs, farm groups
busmess alliances, and other groups
 to ‘Create lastmg and effective op-~
portunmes in international markets:
- Smith, who was guest speaker, at
the West; Liberty, Kiwanis Club%

q}"&'

-periences in Uzbekxstan.
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Mount Joy farmer Luke Brubaker spent three weeks in Russia, teaching farming methods.
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Vit. Joy farmer visits Russia
to share his dairy knowledge

Sees plenty of promise, numerous pitfalls for large country

by Ed Klimuska
New Era Staff Writer

Luke Brubaker is a vintage Lancaster County
farmer.

He owns a 450-cow farm outside of Mount Joy.
managing an 800-acre dairy agribusiness with his
sons, Mike and Tony.

He’s involved in farming issues, serving as
chairman of the American Farm Bureau Poultry
and Meat Advisory Committee.

And he’s involved in his community. Brubaker
is an East Donegal Township supervisor.

He’s farmed for more than 30 years. He has the
management experience that makes him a suc-
cessful farmer.

For three weeks this past

tion. The bad was an agricultural system that is
moving from a state-controlled economy to a free .
market American-style economy. The move is
having troubled times as the Russian economy is
in bad shape, marked by low wages. shortages
and poor production.

“This is a land of golden opportunity if the
farmers canreally learn how to work the land and
the government can understand what it takes to
getagricultureonits feet,” Brubakersays.

According to Brubaker, the Kabardino Balka-
riya has outstanding soil, which is a key to produc-
tion. He said the farms are flat and almost perfect
for farming. That’s the potential.

But the farmers simply lack the management

. ability to get the job done right.

winter, Brubaker shared his -
Lancaster County first-class
farming experience and talents
with struggling farmers in Rus-
sia where he volunteered to as-
sist dairy farmers to improve
their production and manage-
ment abilities.

“I enjoy people,* Brubaker
says. *'I enjoy seeing and learn-
ing and talking topeople.IfI can
share my ideas with other peo-
ple and help them, it’s ablessing
for me. Hopefully, I left some
encouragement and some
knowledge they can use to in-
crease production and improve
as farmers.”

& ¢Thisis aland
of golden opportu-
nity if the farmers
can really learn
how to work the
land and the gov-
ernment can un-
derstand what it
takes to get agri-
culture on its

That was: his key finding. As
Brubaker puts it, “They don’t
have the knowledge to farm but
want to farm. The biggest thing.
was the lack of knowledge about
nutrition, feeding cows and
management.”

But Brubaker found the farm-
ers veryeagertolearn.

They would ask him questions
such as: What kind of tax struc-
ture is needed to make agricul-
ture thrive? What size farm is
the most profitable? Where do
you go for advice on helping to
farm?

- Brubaker brought with him
examples of records used for in-

Brubaker, 57. of Union Schoal feet. 79 formatécc)in collectilc]m and analsll—
Road. visited Russia through sis in addition to other materials
The Citizens Network for For- Luke Bjrubaker he used in conducting seminars
eign Affairs Agribusiness Vol- Mount Joy farmer ondairy production.

unteer Program, a Washington,

D.C.-based organization that
:erks on economic development in foreign coun-
ries.

Brubaker was asked if he would work on the
project, and he gladly participated. "I left for
Russia by myself as an ambassador for the Citi-
zens Network,” he says. .

Brubaker went to Russia on Feb. 23. returning
March 17. His base was Nalchik. which is the cap-
ital of the Russian state of Kabardino Balkaryia.
anindustrial and farming area.

The farmer worked with Mutaz Umov, the
head of a local chapter of Russia's largest private
farmers organization called AKKOR. He visited
with 15 other dairy and poultry farmers and gave
talks toscores of people.

“This was a trip I will never forget.” Brubaker
says.

Brubaker saw the goed and bad of the country.
the promise and the pitfalls.

The good was hard-working people who want to
better their lot and who had hunger for informa-

He worked with Umov on
methods to increase ‘his cow
production. They explored the possibilities of ex-

* panding into processing and marketing.

On his way back to Mount Joy, Brubaker
stopped in Washington to visit the office of Rep.
George Gekas toprovide briefingson histrip.

In 1992, Brubaker visited Bolivia as part of a
Mennonite church-sponsored economic develop-
ment effort.

He hopes to return to Russia in a couple of

" years.

Brubaker is working with local seed companies
to ship hybrid corn and hay seeds to Russia. *'It’s
possible I'll goback andsee the cropsinthe field.”
hesays. “Tl}is was a worthwhile experience.”

Since 1993, more than 300 Citizens Network for
Foreign Affairs volunteers have participated in
project assignments. ranging from farmers” asso-
ciation-building to cheese processing — across
Russiaand the Ukraine.
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Wisconsin resident

teaches soil CARLA GUNST

EDITOR
. 717 10th St. » 'O, Box 152
CO nservation FAX 715-258-8162 Waug‘mc(a. w1 5419’;1
Toll Pree 800-236-3313 713-258-3548

in Ukraine

SCHOFIELD

Jon Cavlor, from Schotield. returned
recently from a volunteer trip to wesem
Ukraine, where he taught western meth-
ods of conservadon and soil testing. Cay-
lor visited Lviv, Zhydachiv and Puslo-
mvty, working as part of a project started
in 1993 betwesn the Wisconsin Farm
Bureau and the Lviv Private Farmers As-
sociation.

Using over 30 vears of experience in
soil conservation. Cavlor voluntezred
through The Citizeas Network for For-

" eign Affairs (CNFA) Agribusiness Vol-
unteer Program. Caylor visited tarm
sites, combined classroom and field in-
struction, and field equipment traininy.

Caylor taught soil conservation prac-
tices lo preserve topsoil from water ero-
sion, moisture-saving tillage practices,
and residue management and its benefits.
Caylor also reviewed the benetits of in-
expensive modifications that could be
done to the existing equipment to help
preserve natural moisture. and producs
better crop.

On his way back to Schofield. Caylor
stopped in Washington, D.C. (o visit the
oftices of Senator Herb Kohl (Wis.), and
Congressman David Obey (Wis.), to
provide briefings on his visit.

Caylor has besn a soil conservaticnist
since 1968, working in Lancaster, La
Crosse, Kenosha. and Wausau. with pri-
vate landowners and units of government
to plan and apply various conservation
practices. agronomic practices and land-
use planning,

CNFA is a nonprolilt organization ded-
icated to stimulating international eco-
nomic growth and development. CNFA
works with companies. entrepreneurs.
farm groups. business alliances, and
other groups to create lasting and effec-
tive opportunities in internationat mar-
kets.

State teacher
helps young
farmers in Russia

MENOMONIE

Jean D'Angelo, from Menomonie, re-
turned recently from a volunleer trip to
Russia where she helped to develop the
young farmers movement there.
D’Angelo taught agricultural education
within the local vocational school, build-
ing upon projects started in Russia in
September of 1995,

Using over 10 years of experience in
agriculural education, D'Angelo volun-
teered through The Citizens Network for
Foreign Affairs (CNFA) Agribusiness
Volunteer Program. D'Angelo conducted
an agricultural education program that fo-
cused on business and market economy,
exposing students 0 management risk
issues involved in agribusiness,

D'Angelo assisted the- vocational
school in developing an agriculwral cur-
riculum appropriate to students preparing
for a career as privale farmers in a devel-
oping markel economy. D'Angelo
worked with teachers to improve their
understanding of market principles, and
conducted lectures in local schools on
economics. In addition, D'Angelo as-
sistcd Russian teachers in conducting a
campaign to involve local administrators
and school boards in encouraging agricul-
tural education among secondary school
students, ‘

D'Angelo is currently an instructor of
agricultural science at Menomonie Senior
High School. Menomenie. D'Angelo
also worked as an instructor of agricul-
ture at Rio Junjor/Senior High School.
Rio, instructing all agricultural classes
for grades 7-12.
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‘and Betty Lu McGuire,
JHartsville, recently returned
“from a volunteer. trip to "Kaz-
akstan In the former. Soviet
“Unlon. The McGuires_worked as
-an extenslon of ‘an’ alliance
‘formed - in '1995 ‘between’ the In-
dlana Farm Bureau: and ‘the

Indidna couple helps farmers

assoczatwn in Kazakstan

*commlttee structure and lhi

- HARTSVILLE, Ind. '— Henty

Taldykorgan Private’ 'Farmers
Associatmn in Kazakstan. .

" Using combined experience in
education and’ buslness, the

*McGulres ‘volunteered through

the Cltizens Network for Foreign
Affairs “ Agribusiness- Volunteer
Program. The McQGuires worked

‘with the board of directors of the

PFA to revlew its roles and re-
sponstbtltttes. as well' as with
smaller PFA’s to develop boards
and commlttees:

The McGuires revlewed bylaws
of board structure, introduced job
descriptions, and reviewed the
reiationship between the board
and the general assembly. The
McGuires also conducted a
workshap with the PFA board on

from -

“merce in Columbus.

troduced the roles and responsi-

.bilities of chairpersons and

members. .
In addltion ‘the McGuires facl-
litated an_ initial meeting of

. committees and reviewed the
-structure of a reporting system.-

- On their way back to Hartsville,

<the McGuires stopped in Wash-
‘Ington-to vislt the offices of Rep.

David MclIntosh (R-Ind.), and
Sen. Rlichard -Lugar (R-Ind.) to
provide brieflngs on 'their as.
signment.

The McGuires. have operated

" McQGuire International Inc., -2

farm. equipment and lawn and
garden store in Columbus since
1972. McGuire International now
also has a branch store in Frank-
lin. Betty Lu' McGuire .has ex-
perience with the American Red
Cross, and s an extension Presi.
dent with the Indiana Farm Bd:
reau, Henry McGuire Is a mem-
ber of the Indiana Farm Bureal
and is on the Chamber or Con{‘

#
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'Farm Expert Challenged
By East European Travels

By Anne Tallent Maase
State Correspondent

STILLWATER — When Dale Dunivan an-
swered an ad in FFA magazine, he didn’t know
he was about to take nearly 20 international
adventures.

Dunivan, 58, a former teacher and elementa-
ry school principal, has visited eastern Europe
17 times since 1991, teaching agriculture and
business practices to citizens of formerly com-
munist nations. .

“] was a1 adviser to FFA,” hie said. “When |
was getting ready to retire, there was an ad in
the FFA magazine. There was a need for teach-
ers to work in international development in
eastern Europe.” )

Since then, his travels have exposed him to
whole new cultures. )

“It's been a real adventure there,” he said.
“I've had some phenomenal experiences. It
opened my eyes to the world and the needs of
this particular region.

“It's very rewarding. You hope you made a
little difference in their lives or the success of
the operations.”

. He was put in touch with the Land o' Lakes
company, whose international de\{elopmept
programs train and provide technical assis-

tance for projects in eastern Europe. Land o’"

Lakes has some business interests in eastern
Europe but received some funding from the
United States government’s Agency for Inter-
national Development, or USAID.

Since being accepted, Dunivan has traveled
to Poland, Romania, the Czech Republic, Slova-
kia, Ukraine and Russia. .

His work has consisted of helping the citizens
adjust to privatization and a market economy

i * all asrirul.

by teaching private farmers and small agricil
tural businesses.

“After the fall of communism, they started
privatization,” he said. “The activities of most
of these groups, Land o’ Lakes and Clt}zens
Network, is to help toward privatization.’

Citizens Network is the nonprofit group he
teamed up with last July. While in Ukraine
with Land o’ Lakes, he met a representative of
Citizens Network and decided to apply to work
with them. ) .

On his most recent trip Feb. 7-24 with Citi-
zens Network, Dunivan helped the farmers de-
velop a record keeping system, financial state-
ments and financial management analysis.
Using an interpreter, he spoke with groups of
private farmers in the Ukrainian city of Lviv
and with university students in Chernivtsi and
Zalischyky.

“Much of it is new. They have their own
records that are required for taxation,” he
said. “They’re programmed for taxation and
not management, decision-making, profit and
loss.”

Dunivan also taught about responding to a
market economy,

“Their whole experience has been on a cen-
tralized system,” he said. “The basic approach
. ; iS to help them under-
stand what's meant by
a market economy,
where the market
drives the system as
far as what you pro-
duce.

“We talked about
those issues that are
important to the con-
sumer, trying to serve
the needs and desires
of the consumer, as
opposed to just pro-
ducing a project that
is just the standard
product that doesn’t
necessarily meet the needs of the people.

“I taught them about developing those crops
that are most profitable -~ what’s the most
profitable use of their resources, their time,
their land or their business,” he said. “We're
trying to give them the skills to ... merchandise
and markKet their products.”

Dunivan also taught them concepts of value-
added products and other ways to increase
profits. )

The people in eastern Europe and Russia are
trying to adjust to the new system, Dunivan
said. “Thev're verv open and receptive.
They're hungry for knowledge."

However, the changes are hard, he said.

“They’ve gone through tremendous problems
as far as extremely high inflation rates, ex-
tremely high interest rates,” he said. “They
can only get loans at 60 or 70 percent interest

g 2SR
Dale Dunivan

‘and only get loans for a year.

“The inputs, the supplies, the materials they
need to carry out their business — they’re not
readily available,” he said. “The state is still in
control of many of the supplies and the pro-
duce processing and marketing.”

Dunivan, who graduated from Qklahoma
State University with both bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees, spent 30 years in education in St.
Louis.

Since retiring, he has returned to Perry,
where he farms and owns cattle.
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Menomonie

When Menomonie High
School ’
D’Angelo got a call last sum-

mer to spend 2 weeks in Russia ‘:' chance to spend 2 weelcs get-w

developing a youth aorrcultural
education program, she knew
she couldn t refuse o

last S'ald" Mrs.

summer,”

,Menomome from the Russran»

FFA adviser":» Jean

' a A.lher tlmﬂ
*“Thls kind of fell in my. lap

officer and an. Indiana ag
instructor. The two spoke to .
farmers and designed a class
for Mrs. D’ Angelo.

Mrs D’ Angelo sard the

tma to know 24 Russran eighth-
orade students was . well worth

';t‘_In Russra she sald there are "

_,D Angelo who returned;to_' ew, faim: led ershrp OPPOTIUHI

tres for young pe0ple, so her

-~

eign l'a.nd

, Located along the Volaa",
Rrver 100. mrles northwest of"ﬁ

‘Moscow Konokovo has about.
40,000 people and s
Menomome s “sister city.” ' Ms.

D Angelo was recommeuded_z
—for the "program’. by Mike :

Kmney of the Dumm Cqumy";"’lsmall drversrfred farm across

“the rivér, but she never got to
" see the farm because the family

'. ture) as anythmo posmve ‘But I

think. they ve'got a real dynam-~
ic'group of’ people startm0

- this,” she sard

She stayed in the Fokrna

: famrly s small apartment m

towi. The' Fokinas operate a

- was afrard shé- mtght get hurt

Land LT Consery'a:tion«
Department. R
. Sponsored. by . the
Washington, 'D.C.-based’

Citizens Network for Foreron .

Affairs, Mrs. D’Angelo’s tnp

visit from a Kansas state FFA

crossrng the frozen rrver

Most of Mrs D Anoelo S

last month followed a srmrlar A,’ classroom time . was spent

teachrnw the real basrcs” of
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’ FFA leadershlp and : ag market- ;

ing, she said, estimating more
than half of her pupils are the
~hildren of farmers C,

‘Eyerybody there has a little

~*kitchen garden.” They sustain

themselves on their own food
they produce,” but the market
economy is weak, she said. =

Before her visit, she was

Atold lessons would have to be
Very basic. Overhead trans-

parencies and slides would be
of little use in the Russran
classroom which is furmshed

‘with only a chalkboard and’'a-
“minimal supply of paper andt
,;pencrls S :

Although she knew little
Russian and needed a written
and "oral interpreter, Mrs.

'Angelo’s students knew

me English, which is a

required course for them.begin-

ning'in third grade;'" R A

e

She could see that Russran

students didn’t need more lec- .

tures. They craved “hands -on”
activity that they could put mto
applrcatlon

1,

toward their community and
what they produce,” she said,

noting in her agronomy classes,

e had to go back to agronomy
practices used 60 years ago in
the United States. Students
planted corn and soybeans to
note differences in growth.

' w0rk1ng

“There were a lot of barrr-‘

... They, needed practlcal.
- agrlcultural knowledﬂe [ had to:
“direct’ (lessons) toward;the1r~

}anrrculture not mxne and

- Mrs. D’Angelo- was
impressed with the optimism of
the students, despite their hard-
ships. Farmer groups, too,
seemed upbeat and open-mind-
ed, she said, even though they
have to deal sich problems as
rationed petroleum and gas or
seed that arrives on trme but is
no oood T

Russran oovernment off1~
cials — including the minister
of agrrculture Bazarov

-Evgenii, and the head of the'

agriculture department Sergei
Phalumn — seem supportive
and ‘sincere,” 'she said, in try-
ing to. help farmers as they
struggle ‘to become 1ndepen—

dent..

“ “They re so used to workrng
for somebody else,” she said..
“There’s total support from the
state there. Everybody is sup-.

~port1ve of this program. They
‘want to get it started .

One way Russian farmers
can survive is by getting used
to the notjon of cooperation and
together, Mrs.
D’ Anoelo said. During her
" visit, she wrtnessed a group of .
10 farmers as they signed a
document to-agree to do just

that

e A

But teamwork alone won’t

solve - all. the problems.’

‘Government officials realize

_they mast target: the nation’s:

fyouths Mrs D Angelo sald

- With too little money*and a:
shortaoe 'of -teachers, reachmo-
“the' youths is a difficult’ taskf
Russian teachers receive a.

monthly salary of about $100,

.and students’ often have to'i'
.:atteud school 1n shrfts because :

ffof the Jack. of educators No

'?agnculture educatron prooram :
exists at Konokovo or at most
other high schobls, dnd her

- class was drscontrnued after she

left

Mrs D’ Angelo hopes more
teachers partrcularly those with
strong curriculum wrrtrng abili-,
“ties and marketrno savvy, can -
"go back later this year to con- '
tinue her work.

Whoever goes must be able
to “do a good job in a very
short amount of time,” she said.
“Be flexible. Go and do the
best with what you have and do
it day by day.” '

Although the Russians hope
to get a program in place by
September, Mrs. D’ Angelo
knows it will require several
-years. She reminded them that
FFA t00k 14 years togetg ooino

I encouraged them to start

‘ 1n one school ” she said, and

she recommended oroanlzmg a
Russian version of FFA Alumni
at the same time. “They should
start both'at the same time. It's
1mportant that they have that .

. parent and adult support as well

as the youth.™

‘In Russxa  most of the
already lrmrted ag’ educatlon
dollars are grven at the post- -

. secondary level, such as to- the'1

Institute for Advanced Learners'
in Agrrculture she'said.

“It’s really hard for them to
find money. I’m hoping. I can.

. find some grants here,” she

said. She has approached U_.SQ
Rep. Ron'Kind and U.S. Sen.
Herb Kohl on the matter of pro-
viding schools with an ade-
quate amount of simple sup-
plies, such as paper and pen-
cils.

“I think I made an impact
with the students at the school I
talked to,” she said. “There’ s a
definite interest there. ... I
know that, no matter what,

‘something’s going to happen

over there,”

| —Heidi Clausen’



To Russ1a
(From

Qumcy)
Wlth Love

By Ed Thomas'
Tallahasaean Staff erter

. Sonie of the technical ex-
perti 'aizcgcxpenence of localv
mushroont: ; growers, recently .

e IV

ad, avchanco to. work on; be-:

mu s h roo m
productlon. o
The trip
was o) Spon-'_ Mang!esdorf
sored. through a, cooperatlve
effort of the Russxan Mush-
room Growers Association and
thé Citizens Network for For-
eign Affairs (CNFA), a nonproﬁt
group workmg to help stimu-
late” international economic
growth and development.

. -It's an organization featur-"
ing heavyweight directors and
honorary advisors such as Earl
Butz, Alexander Haig, Henry
Kis_singcr and George Shultz.
Foreign Farmers Made It To
Quincy .

. Mangelsdorf servedas host '
at Quincy Farms for a delega-’
tion from the Russian Associa-
tion that visited the United
States last year.

- His 21 years of acquired




'knowledge at growing mush-—
rooms provided valable infor;
'matxon to the farmers who ex- s
‘tended ‘the. offer to. come to}j,: o’

- analyze the technology and
.. methods used-on the: farms, 5

Russxa and contlnue hxs assm-
'tance oL
’I'hey later began working to

arrange .that once they-re- .
turned home,’ “through’, thelr dr
two-year old organxzatlon ‘and .
"txcular attention to env1r‘
.mental condltlons -unique.
f' .Russla, and ways that rmght be :
'Agrlbusmess Volunteer ‘Pro- - e T
- gram, ‘Mangelsdorf left ;the .
country March 5 on a 19 day'f.

CNFA, which had helped‘to
fund the’ tnp to the U. S,
Throu gh CN FA‘

......

to Ru551a

‘and would talk with the group

thoughts on what might be
helpful to them. . . ..

“(Basically) supplementlng;
what .they were domg wlth ‘ C
) tnbuted to all members of the C

some new 1deas

TLUWe. vislted ﬁve dlfferent'_"‘
fmushroom farms. in Russia, - “
Ament systems L T
.of growers and managers that .
was avallable at the farm...just .
“glving them our experience and "

‘.1nto a report Mangelsdorf pre

:_recommendatxons for 1mprov

K8 o
which, were all located south 0 »"I'hefe%"a hore 1nforma~ '

ﬁ[‘gbﬁe in the world

3 threc to four days at each site,
CAIL of - those areas ﬁgured ¥ trymg to. determine if thére
were any: limiting factors ‘hold- -
pared before leaving on ‘general -ing back maximum production
of .crops 'I'hat was an analysis
that Mangelsdorf said vaned\

ing’ Russlas mushroom pro
.ductlon R

The report was to be dls- _
See RUSSIA Poge 8




RUSSIA

From Poge 1

greatly from site to 51te

The stimulation.of discus-
sion was something that ap-
peared relatively new to Rus-
sian ‘farmers, but something
they were open to.

., Aswell, their vnllmgness to
make"changes to their opera-
tions, even if inconvenient, left
Mahgelsdorf lmpressed

“Their facilities were all ad-
equate physical facilities," he
‘sald.."They just needed basic
matenals and tools 'to help
them:] think with a little bit of
mformatlon and know»how,

their ‘production’; could prob-

ably.. be’ mcreased by 25 per-

»di)en Markets Produce
Demand For More To Show
‘And Sell

. That_ ‘would work out just
ﬁne for'}nost of the Russian
mushroom farmers, who are
under pressure perhaps for the

first time to bring their produc- :

,.tlon up, to world standards '

i The advent of an’economy °
based on.a free market rather
',than the .old Soviet Umon s0-
cialist system is the 1rnpetus

As such, private farmers
and their workers are wanting
‘to, learn how to thmk in a way .
more onented to proﬁts {in.
some cases, in order to keep
their jobs). '

"Their thoughts d:dn t
seem that different from those
of people in the United States,”
said Mangelsdorf.

The technical expertise
provided by Mangelsdorf and
others may affect the way the

" ‘room growing wanted to know

1ndustry does its business m-
cluding information taught at
the mushroom’ school located
in Moscow. - . L

Still . Something More I
‘Learn In The Wmfld
. The trip was a cha.nc 1o,
see a fascmatmg aspect -of
agribusiness that even’'a vet~
eran mushroom’ grower hke
Mangelsdorf [who was one of
the founders of Quincy Farms
back in 1980) hadn't encoun-
tered before, = = 7.7
. "It was a good experience
for me. ] certamly got to 'see
- some of the mushroom farms 1
never would have seen other-
‘wise,” he said.
It was somethmg that oth-,
.ers unfamiliar with the eco-
nomic ins and outs of dornes-
tic and internaticnal mush-

as well. | :
Mangelsdorf stopped; nto
Washmgton to. talk with’ stzgf
" members’ of 'Senator Bob’ Gra-,
ham and, Rep. Allen Boyd on
the way - back prowdmg bnef—
mgs on his visit. - " '

- Overall, the vo]unteer tnp
was . ; ,somethlng that
Mangelsdorf Says, would be
worth :the expenence agam 1f
he got ‘the chance. o

“The dialogue was mentally
stxmulatmg for me and [ think
for them, too," he said.

"I think it's an apprOpnate
thing to try to get the Russian
workers’ wages up... and ‘the
only way to do that.is to get
them more productive.”
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OSU Professor H elps Develop

fle

Farm:Cooperatives:In Ukraine.

An’ Oklahoma State Umversuy Before remrmng to: Stﬂlwatcr
professor recently’ ‘returned_ from a’ “he? met thh Sen. -Jim’ Inhofe’ ‘and
voluntéer trip to Ukraine, where he . Rep ‘Wes Watkins in Washing’tbn
ass:stcd the\@eyel'opment of agn- : to pro\nde bncﬁngs on hls wsxt. .

swertoa request from the Uk:rzufl
ian National Private Farmers'As$o- opment of new agncultural
ciation, the" U]gmxman State Fund H e;anves smce 1981 :

farmers,*
‘brief hlstory of cooperauve deve R : :
opment in the United States. "% it Buthday cards. first eTe intro- -
He described the*legal ‘and’ fi- . duced ‘in "England "and*America I
nancial - Structire * of coopemtwes “about 1850, shortly after the debut’ f
and how to ma.nage lhem efficient- "~ of the first Chnstmas card 'accord- §
ly. Sia L mg to Hallma:k resean:h o

S gz ,}n';‘l{%:i{i' TR
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Russia Milk Making Hinges on Equipment 4/22 15:15
A U.S. aalry farmer who recently spent three weeks in Russia says the

key to increasing Russian milk productlon depends on improving milking
equipment, as well as marketing, feed quality and livestock genetlcs

Frank Jardon, who farms with his parents and two brothers in southwest
Iowa, recently spent three weeks as a guest of the Lindovskoye Farm, near
the town of Linda in the Nizhny-Novgorod region of Russia. During his trip
sponsored by The Citizens Network, Jardon explains Russia milk producers
need progress on milking equlpment to 1mprove milk quality and quantity.

On a prior trip to the Sergiev Posad region of Russia, Jardon found
similar problems with milking equipment. He describes the system as similar
to a Bou-Matic claw but with a wider bore inflation and a mechanical
pulsator, with 12 pulsators worklng on one 3/4-inch vacuum line.

"The really amazing part is the line which provides the milking vacuum
and milk transport," Jardon says. That 1 1/2-inch line with 12 units is run
level, except where it rises to provide clearance for the feed wagons. A
level line or one that rises such as this allows milk to flow back to the
udder, which can cause infections.

A solution Jardon suggests to The Citizens Network and his state
legislators is to provide bucket milking machines and transportation. The
axisting line could be used for vacuum supply. "If a better pipeline milker
can be built and installed, the results should show up in lower incidence
of clinical and subclinical mastitis as the cows freshen and there should
be much higher milk production capability within a year," he explains.

In this region, part of the problem with improving hyglenlc requlrements
is the local water supply. The water available to the farm is high in iron
and sulfur, similar to what is found in American river bottoms and in areas
of poor drainage, Jardon explains. Besides being unpalatable, this water
leaves deposits on plumbing fixtures and milking equipment, which can make
sanitizing difficult. A local engineer says there is a lower aguifer, with
good artesian water, but there are problems in having clearance to tap it.

A visit to a dairy processing plant found the quality control laboratory
using the Babcock test for butterfat and other non-automated tests for
other characteristics. "This may well be the most practical method,
considering Russian wage-rates and the cost of more modern apparatus,
Jardon says. The plant is capable of turning out a quality product llne
but sanitizing the poorly welded fixtures can be a challenge, he explains.

In building farmer associations such as dairy cooperatives in the United
States, Jardon says an important factor will be building trust between
farmers and processors in evaluating quality of milk enterﬂng the plant.

Another factor to improving milk qua11ty/cuantwty is animal nutrition.
Jardon says farmers on the dairy farms he visited in Russia put silage up
too wet and their hay has high fiber but lacks energy "Overall the rations
lack energy," he says. In a selenium-deficient area such as that near
Linda, farmers have trouble balancing nutrients and energy. A separate
oroblem with animal nutrition is antiquated feed mixing equipment.

Jardon cites livestock genetics as a third l*m*tlng factor in improving
Russia's milk production. The Lindovskoye farm's women in charge of sire
selection and the chief of animal husbandry seemed receptive to ideas sirs
selection should be based on criteria of milk production, udder composite
score and feet/leg scores. In using imported semen to improve genetics,
they found cows lacked strength and udder support. "If the USA is to be a
supplier to these herds, we must ship what they need," Jardon says. -END-
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Robino spends m.n’ij'_h%ﬁld
Jloldovan farming

:y Leah Cochenet

efforts

~“When- Communlsm fell, so
dld‘the farmlng 1ndustry in’
; for

‘along at the right time,” Robino
'said as to" his reasoning to
‘accept another. project although _
‘he's been offered similar Oppor-.;
“tunities. “I was: retiring’ from
Cenex/Land’: O’Lakes days .
before, and my wife and I were

country eutuat‘ o
&d near the sontheast region of :

the Commonwealth hetween %
Ukralne and Romanui"'the

dwvymg up. .of farmland to pri-

vate owners: ‘hlt ha.rd Ag'rlcul- S

i could feel the top 3011
for, at.leaet eight inchés. When'I ©
asked how: far down it went, I
fo‘un_d out,_rt was ‘at least a

_ Y T

. learn%about;i t . Paul said,

: “Before if they needed a'wrench"

i or'a‘tractor, the government

gave 1ttothem." -
W1thout ¥

, technologlca.l advances, the sit-
~uation was bleak enough for:
' many ‘foreign’ agencies to inter-
- ‘'vene,”Many, like the Citizen’s
- Network’ for’ Forelgn Affairs,
Inc., sent over expert.volun-
" teers like Paul to help out with
the economic rebuilding. Robi-"
' no's travel expenses were cov-
: ered by the Citizen’s Network.
~The monies were raised from"

-over 100 .corporate U .S, spon-

SOrI'S.

- “They needed to: develop co—
op farming or large corporate.

farms in order to-survive,” he -

said. “It just wasn't economical

to pay for three or ﬁve acre lots

by yourself.” B
The main thing’ Rohmo was
surprised by, however, was how

some of the agencles efforts _

overlapped. . v .o

“Many tasks were bemg
duplxcated ” he”.said.;*The

groups aren’t working as closely

' together as they could.” 5%

‘During ~ his™ ‘month- long;

March stay, Robino -helped

networkmg:‘
resources :information and.

The Shorewew couple also
visited Hungary on their
tnp

some ﬂedghng fa.rmer ] assoc1a~
tions develop financial- backmg
for farming service centers. He"
was asked to volunteer because

he had participated in a’simi- -

lar, but more extensive project

in Australia over 15 years ago.

“This just happened to come

BEST AVAILALLE COFY

looking to travel to thatarea..
~Her . famlly orlgmates i_n §
Ukrame SR
~ 'While away, , Robmo reahzed :
agmn (as he had durmg ‘his #=
.Australian’ project),” how much.:’
1nformat10n and. technology lS

-\- e T WL iy Fe—fer

V “‘,hke soil test- *
mg, we' ‘take”for: granted: ‘~The oy
Moldovan ‘farmers-didn’t:even: -

have a concept ‘of what| that“
swas or how, to do. it,” ” he: sald
““Of course, 3 }?o’u’rej;deal‘in‘g wit!
=a soc1ety where ‘the‘average "
month]y income is about’ $100.” .
“ Robino, did say however,: the';{'»

ewdence ‘of entrepreneurs Tis<

Zing'to the,top of -the ‘economic;
ashes was’a good sxgn.(Thel
new 1nnovat10ns, technology'
and’ services often filter down "
to the common worker. Since
much of the’ economy’ is cen-

- tered around farming in Moldo-" -

‘va, " much.. of - the
entrepreneurmg sp1r1t encir-
cles that trade as well.

Of the agricultural products,
frults and vegetables are the
highest in number. Wine pro- .
duction is also a major part of
the country’s agricultural
efforts. Walnut trees also grow
in abundance in the country.

While Citizen’s Network has
already asked Robino to return,
‘'his next trip maybe to Ukraine
"or with another agency:. .
'Tve always like mternntion- )
al travel. I thought this would
be a great way to do 1t ” he
;said. - . o




Pau.l and Pafty Robmo stand next.to a plece of machmery ona Moldovan fa.rm Paul spent
.a month educatmg Moldovan farmers and farm mvestprs about how to better manage the

‘Many thl.ngis Ilke ‘soil testlng we take for
granted. The Moldovan farmers didn't.
even have a concept of what that was or

how to do it.’ Lo Ee T

- —PAUL ROBlNO
Agrlcuttural mdustry expert



Photo by Robin Stevens
Tony Holloway, above, is proud of his treasures from a recent

trip to Uzbekistan, a country which was a part of the former
Soviet Union. Holloway spent a month there teaching the coun-

try’s farmers about the basics of democracy. For more informa-
tion, see page A-8.
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Tony Holloway's trip around the world taught him as miich as

Frstare

taught the farmers inac ountry once pait’otih Sowet Un_on

!f

he

;Roem TEVENS

Several years‘ago, the Farm‘Bureau :
Fede_rahon formed a partnership with -
the bezens Network for Foreign ° "'
Affairs. Together they have helped

_ farmérs in foreign lands learn about the
democratic processes of orgamzabons '
like Farm Bureau, - . o

Tony Holloway of Gracey recently
spent 25 days in the former Soviet .
country of Uzbekistan doing just that, ...

- . Intrying to form organizations simi- - -
lar to the Farm Bureau Federation, peo—
ple with httle or no experience with -......

- democratic. elections sometimes have

_trouble” graspmg the concept

: ”Our purpose was to'go and visit the

rayons (countles) and conduct one-day
workshops on the role of farmer presx— :

that each state, called an oblast thhm
the country of Uzbekistan has a board
) of dlrectors  just like Farm Bureau
Holloway worked in the state of -
: Fergxstan Each rayon also has a board
~of directors.” JRRSCi et e
“We also were to teach them what
comrmttees are on those rayon boarcls,,,
_he: sald :
Another ob]ect of the tnp ‘Was to
work with Technical Assistance for ;
.Countries of lndependent States °
(TACIS) to introduce by-laws for the
organizations. ‘The goal was to develdp’
a structure similar to the Ke.ntucky 5 274 ;
l-arm Bureau. . 1"Orle guy I met had flve cows"It took
! “In eight of the rayons, we went back ‘ thréé 6eoial ‘ cows.
‘for a second-day workshop,” he said.
“We helped facilitate elections in those: He said macl'unery ns sunple,
areas for the first time in over 70 years.' to -American machines mor;e than 50 L
"' *The first time I helped with an-elec- . - years ago. Arnd salaries are sma]l n e
tion... I just can’t explain the feeling.” companson to American wages. .
Holloway said the experience of ; g Y
watchmg the emergence of freedom
“and democracy brought tears to h15 el month It takes 144 som to equal one -
eyés. ' __ Amencan ‘dollar. RO -
“I was so happy,” he said. “I was able : “They are very courteous hard-
to watch them speak, argue, bicker — > workmg people,” Holloway said:

actually speak for themselves. T take for™: “They don’t want a hand-out. What
granted freedom, independence and ™.} the Y1 want is American knowledge. .The
democracy. They‘re just learning about " saying, ‘Give a man a fish, and he eats
" freedom, independence and democracy “for a 'day; teach a man. to ﬁsh and he
- "I helped make that happen.”.: ., - - . eatsfora ].u‘el:u:ne, 15 exactly what they :
‘Holloway said the goal for the : «

,':He is exmfed about the tn X

PR Ly e

app ensive thatAmencan ways :

AL **!

eem gau Y. 'to the Uzbek people




?g\rs, ’;Ho}loway saud
‘the R 185

Holloway sa.1d the people of
Uzbe‘qstan treat v151tors W1th 5pec1a1
I con51derat10n.

that weré ]ust out of ttﬁs world<
fresh apples and fresh pears

Ever)'r"v'vhereh wenf };e.\:vas greeted :
“with glfts of : “silk orime kmves — 51gns
.of- manhood =4
could” eat




Hrs time’ m Uzbekrstan was spent not ’
only- teachrng the countrys farmers
‘about dem_ocracy “{right)* Tony
Holloway Iearned about the culture
“and cuistoms of the people he taught.”
From the market place (above) to fam-
ily tradmons such as: thls fertlllty rrtu-
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Mllk rep back fmmRuss:a i

;ﬁ\ul;'

Lelo Hezdma..manage:.nf the Black‘ food.

Huls Milk :Producers, returned last
Monday from three weeks in Russia
helping develop dalry production and

. marketing in-a’ stubbom.ly sluggishf

former communist economy.’

.This was Herdina’s third visit to the -

e

erdgna saxd 15 thar

Afarmers receive payment -in kmd"

for their milk — fuel, fertlhzer or

"other baNered good.s rather than

former U.5.5.R. as a volunteer with

one of the nonprofit farmer-to-farmer

programs :financed . by the *U.S. -

Agency of International Development.

This trip, he worked with GAMMY,
a food processing company, and two
dairy processing plants to assess the
needs of dairy processors and newiy
formed cooperatives.

His efforts focused partly on how -

co-op priorities can complement
producer needs.

Major obstacles he observed in- -

clude dairy farming methods 60 years

behind those of the United States and

a lack of trust between producers and
milk buyers.
Part of the problem in the Russian

cash.

"I‘hat makes it hard to pay the
bills,” he said.

" Herdina' also observed that bus:--.

nesses may retain four or five em-
ployees for every job. Where a U.S,

. convenience store may have one clerk

on duty, 'a comparable busmess in
Russia has five to seven clerks. ~

He has detected some slight im-
provement in.the Russian way of do-

~ing busmess since his first aid trip in

1994.

i




”I (i lookmg forward to the day I Can go back and wo;k wztlz tlzenz agnm
— Tony Holloway on the people of Uzbekistan =~




"While i Fergana, Uzbekistan, Tony Holloway spent time with the -
xg:jeinof thgt co’untry, including a reporter from the local paper
-as he was interviewed about his visit to the country (top photo)
During his first weekend, he attended a wedding party which wa: ,
- actually the celebration of a child’s birth. The baby girl spent t{:
' party cocooned.in silk in an ornate bass;tr;ettle (aIE;crwaerZ :;I:rf, ;": :
" is cooked in a large iron bowl o !
Zre !gcnzvfr:aege ::tt: meelzborafe : gﬂifgj:sdfi?;ke most food is cooked in Uzbeklstan (nght) \
€s :

The Uzbek hoe has a different
- shape than the American ver-
sion {top photo), Tony
Ho!loway also visited class-
rooms while in Uzbekistan
(above Teachers and groups
'interested in scheduling a visit
by Holloway to share his pic-
tures and mformatlon about

- -the countrys cuiture should
2 contact hlm at 235-9600

[ I
I I S .
I I I I D D S . ‘
\
: R



(CO= OpF1oms » Semmn

Drcanma , Gestcia

/"MAy{ 199

Cooperation Among Cooperatives

by Denise R. Morgan

“The cooperative movement is a worldwide
movement, a practical democracy in action. The
texm ‘cooperative’ is both economic and political
because itinvolves people working in a democratic
way to get their needs met.” Sevananda member
Terry Bell experienced this democracy in action on
arecent trip to Ukraine. '

As a consultant for The Treasure Group, Bell
coachesbusinesses through changes. Hehas found
that “the challenge of change management con-
sulting is to be faithful to the customer and let
everything else go.” Like the cooperative move-
ment, changes in business are occurring world-
wide. As a.result the stakes are higher. “Now if
you'Te wrong, you're globally wrong.” The rate of
change has accelerated so that now the challenge of
business is to keep changing constantly and never
remain the same. .

This tendency toward rapid change is reaching

. parts of the world that we in the West might have at

one time considered remote and static. Take Ukraine,
for example: A state of the former Soviet Union, this

now independent country is grappling with bur-.
geoning democracy and cooperative effortsafteryears-
of socialism and state apportionment of resources.

With black, virtually organic topsoil 36 inches deep
and a rising need for organic produce worldwide,
Ukraine is a hot seat for upcoming changes in the
global economy. . .

It was roughly a year ago when Bell made his
first acquaintance with 2 man from Ukraine. Work-
ing on a project to market fine art for the 1996

_Paralympi¢ Games; Bell was introduced to Valery

Suskevich, the Deputy Ministerof Sports and Ukrai-
nian National Rapresentative:;: When Bell and his
wife, Anita, learned that the Ukrainian Paralympic
athletes were looking for places to live and train
while getting acclimated to the Georgia heat, they
jumped into action. They made housing arrange-
ments for 52 Ukrainians and secured a training facil-
ity for the athletes at Life College. The 24 families

who hosted the Ukrainians thoroughly enjoyed their
guests, whom they found tobe avery “warm-hearted,
compassionate and loving people,” proud of their
independence from the former Soviet regime and -

intensely determined to succeed on their own. Bv the

week notice they gave him before the start of the trip,
Bell set off for Ukraine as one of only 50 volunteers that
the Citizens’ Network sends there annually. From the
moment he arrived he felt at home. As a native of
Buffalo, New York he was fully prepared for the icy
cold that is typical of Ukrainian winters, and one of his
host groups was a farm co-op in Zalishchke in the
Western part of the country.

Co-ops in Ukraine are very new—less than &
years old. Currently they are doing quite well. They
are a democratic alternative to other more socialized
forms of food production, They’re also very attractive
to farmers. Democratic ownership is a fresh and excit-
ing idea in that part of the world. “To them it’s almost
too good to be true,” says Bell. “There’s: a bit of
skepticism, a little ‘Where’s the catch?’ mentality. Co-
op members are farmers who love the land and have
a voice in their own business. They tend to be even
more entrepreneurial than people here. We take entre-,
preneurship for granted.” During his three-week stay,
Bell taught marketing concepts to Ukrainian co-op
farmers. He taught them how to deal with customers

. through focus groups and customer surveys. He de-
"veloped and managed an advertising campaign, a

concept that was quite new to the Ukrainians; and he

. taught them how to reach out to people in order to

attract business.
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Last fall Bell received a call from Si 'frieb, a’

colleague from Group Seven Consulting, a change
management network of consultants working with
large companies associated with the food chain, in-
cluding production and distribution. Si had been
asked to join an elite group of Armenians, Russians
and Ukrainians as part of the Cochran Fellowship
Program, an annual tour sponsored by the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to expose
foreign VIP’s to American agriculture. Bell promptly
invited the fellowship to Sevananda, one of the long-
est-standing and most successful food co-op in the
Southeast. One Saturday lastNovember, the Cochran

. Fellowship came to Sevananda. They were impressed

with the personal welcome they received and pleas-
antly sucprised by the management team’s candor
regarding finances and future challenges. "It was
classic Sevananda,” cheers Bell, "no loopholes, no
secrecy, just 2 genuine willingness to share.” At the
end of the visit they shook hands and said good-bye
not knowing if they would ever see each other again.

In February, however, he received a call from
the Citizens’ Network of Foreign Affairs in Washing-
ton, DC. A Ukrainian man based in the capital, Kiev,
wha had visited Sevananda with the Cochran Fel-
lowship Program was now recommending Bell for a
project teaching marketing to cooperative farmers in
Ukraine. After initially “flipping” over the short 3-

- e e vases TELLL A LIULL
and vegetable processing plant. The co-op is buying
sharesin the plant, whichis owned by the government
but is in the process of being privatized. The arrange-
ment is especially appealing to farmers because it
gives them an investment in the next level of the food
chain, which translates inio more control over the
quality and marketing of their produce. Impressed by

" what he taught them, the léaders of the Ratay Co-op

asked Bell to teach the plant employees as well. The

_teaching was reciprocal: After three daysat the plant,

Bell says he “]leamed a lot about processing fruits and
vegetables.” ’ :

He also leamed much about the paradigms and
mindsets of the Ukrainians, . their customs and their
history. Perhaps the highlight of his entire trip, how-
ever, was eating dinner in the home of the first Ukrai-
nians he met at the Paralympics. "Everything came
full circle... There was a lot of synergy and magic.” Bell
sees himself as an envoy who “keeps bringing the
reality of the international choperative movement to,
Sevananda.” He believes in ¢ooperation batween co-
operatives. “We’'re not an island. We have to remem-
ber that we are part of somiething larger than our-
selves. We’re partners in global relationships, part of
a global network of progressive, democratic people.
It's a positive, life-giving thing.” . ,

The people from the co-op want Bell to return to
Ukraine, possibly in September. He hopes to go, ac-
companied this time by his wife, who will help with
teamn building and customer service. While they have
no idea what the situation in:Ukraine will be by the
time they get back, they are excited .about all the
possibilities awaiting them. | '






i Novgorod Russia,” are xmprovmg
thelr production”performance -
“*South Dakota, resident'Leo’ Herd-
'"Ama .Herdina returned from Russia
recently where-he helped: local
- dairy farmers and agribusiness -
peop]e to develop dairy 'coopera- .
o tives and tmprove therr l'armmg
methods
Wlth over 40 years in the

_ darry industry, Herdina volun- .
teered through The Citizens Net- -+

- work for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) -
‘ Agribusiness Volunteer Program.
.. Herdina 'worked with GAMMY, a
* food processing company, and two
. dairy processing plants to assess

" the.needs of dairy processors and

- the technical details of coopera- -
tlve formation.’

Herdma met wrth the Russran

", thanks to the-help of Rapid City, - ers and: thelr -associationsitHe

Land Refor : assess the re-
sources,avarlable to prlvate farm-

l‘asslsted G/)\MMY and the! dairy

. processmg plants to learn.what
- their, prlontms are:for the coopera-

“tive, and- how ‘those needs comple
" ment. the' eeds of ‘the’ .dair
producers Herdma also'recom
mendedeays that. GAMMY:and::
“the farmers can” orgamze and start’
their cooperahve,

City, Herdma .stopped in Wash-’
ington, .D.;C.-to visit the offices of 1

Sen. Thomas. Daschle (SD), and -
Rep. John: Thune (SD), to provtde
" briefings on hlS assignment. -
-Herdina:started .with Black
Hllls Milk-Producers in Rapid*-
. City, South-Dakota, in.1957 and,
1o thls day ’serves as manager of

T thq company Herdma has a degree
n'accounting .from South Dakota_

Commercial College o

CNFA volunteers have participat-
gRussra -and: Ukraine—ranging

from’ farmer s assocratlon building
to'cheése .processing. CNFA vol-

i countries, easing the transition to

- On' hls~way back to Rapld ' 2 market economy and resulting in
* creative and effective U.S. foreign .

“assistance; CNFA's Volunteer
__Program operates with the support

L . of the Farmer-to-Farmer program .
"Since:1993, more than 300,"

‘lunteers brmg years of-hands-on- .
expenence to their counterparts in -
“Russia and other- former Soviet '

~

R

of the U.S. Agency for Inter-

" national Developmcnt
‘ed in pro_]ect ‘assignments.across_ -

CNFA 'is a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to stimulating

__ international economic growth and

development.

CNFA -works w1th compames.
entrepreneurs, farm groups, busi-
ness alliances, and other groups to

. create lasting and effective oppor-

tunities in international markets.
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48 THE FARMER'S EXCHANGE

Rita Sharma, a native of
Williamsport, spent two
weeks of volunteer agricul-
tural work in Kalmykia, an
autonomous republic of the
Russian Federation.

Sharma participated in

the Citizens Network
Agribusiness Volunteer
Program, an international
development project seek-
ing to strengthen grassroots
private farming in the New
Independent States of the

Soviet Union and Africa by
providing the expertise of
U.S. farmers and agribusi-
ness professionals. 4

During her stay Sharma
worked with the Kalmykia
Union of Landowners, a

group of 30 of the most pro-
gressive private farmers in
the region. She visited sev-
eral farms in the area and
recommended methods of
improving the beef cattle
production through en-
hanced maintenance, dis-
ease prevention and feeding
systems.

Friday, May 9, 1997 -

Sharma Aids Kalmykia Farmers

Sharma also made a one-
day presentation at the re-
gion’s agricultural college
to 60 student members of -
the Assn. of Private Farm-
ers of Kalmykia. Many of
the students who attended
were either caltle owners or
prospective beef cattle pro-
ducers. '

Before her trip overseas,
Sharma was able to enlist
the support of a number of
agribusiness companies,
pharmaceutical firms and
veterinary clinics from
around the country which
provided her with equip-
ment and materials to do-
nate to her Russian hosts.

Sharma further con-
tributed by proposing a plan
to involve the Indiana
Angus Assn,, of which she
is a member, in donating a
starter herd to a farm in
Russia. Such gestures not
only help to form a valuable
bond between Americans
and the citizens of these
emerging economies, but

are also instrumental in the -
formation of potential mar-
ket opportunities for Ameri-
can companies, the sponsor-
ing organization said.

Sharma is an Indiana
Farm Bureau district direc-
tor and owns and manages a
large, diversified grain and
cattle farm.
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Ag volunteers sought
to lend a helping hand
in former Soviet Union

By CHRIS ANDERSON
Pantagraph farm editor

Has Bill Witting got a deal for
farmers — he's looking for about
100 able-bodied grain apdlivestock
producers to share their expertise
this year during three-week stints

. with counterparts in the former

Soviet Union.

In exchange for volunteering
their time and labor, farmers will
have all travel expenses paid for by
Witting’s group, the nonprofit,
Washington. D.C.-based Citizens
Network for Foreign Affairs Inc.

Witting, director of CNFA's
agribusiness volunteer prograra,
and marketing director David Co-
hen shared information about

" their efforts this week with 96 [li-
" nois Farm Bureau county man-

agers participating in a manage-
ment conference.

“We do not have a formal part-
nership with Ilinois Farm Bu-
rean, but we have had a longstand-
ing relationship with the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation,”
said Witting, noting CNFA has
partnerships with nine state Farm
Bureaus. “We went to Farm Bu-
reau early on because the organi.
zation was built on grassroots
strength.”

CNFA also has relied on volun-
teers from agribusiness, National
Farmers Union and American Soy-
bean Association. The group has
formal partnerships with food
companies. banks and trade asso-
ciations.

The Syear-old organization re-
ceives the bulk of its funding
through private sources. The re-

mainder — about 23 percent —
comes from the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development.

Since the program started. 355
volunteers involved in producing
America’s food have completed
short-term assignments in the for-
mer. Soviet Union aimed at helping
farmers and agribusinesses devel-
op a market economy.

Members from 28 states, includ.
ing Nlinois, have created regional,
private farmer organizations. pri.
vate companies and farm coopera-
tives. Sue Mowery of Tamms
helped a group of Ukrainian
womer set up a food cannery.

Mowery, who volunteered with
fellow AFBF Women’'s Committee
members, traveled to the Ukraine
three years ago on a brainstorm-
ing mission. After assessing needs
among a group of rural women, the
cannery idea surfaced.

Since then. Farm Bureau mem-
bers raised 330,000 for the project
along with 3180,000 from USAID,
Witting said cannery egquipment
will be shipped next week. Volun-
teer teams have continued visiting
the site to ensure it gets up and
running, he noted,

“This is people to people. It
stretches limited aid funds. and
provides needed expertise,” said
Witting. “Helping them in the
transitionn to a market economy
strengthens the prosperity and
democracy of the U.S. Stimulating
Individual initiative is the most
valuable quality we can share.” - -

For more information about agri.
cultural volunteer opportunities
through CNFA, call (202) 256-3920.
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3 extension agents work
W1th farmers in Moldova

ld'

5 Carroll County . Extension
Agent Michael Bell and Frederick
County colleagues Dale Johnson
and Stanley Fultz spent three
weeks recently in the former Sovi-
et republic of Moldova..

i The trio helped improve the
quantity and quality of milk pro-
duced by three large dairy farms.
They provided the farmers with
technical assistance in animal nu-
tritfon, milking procedures, artifi-
clal insemination and herd man.
agement .

+ The agents volunteered for the
program which is run by the Citi-
zens Network for Foreign Affairs
of Washington and funded by the
U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment.
= On his return, Bell visited Sen.
Barbara A. Mikulski to discuss
with the Maryland Democrat the
importance of supporting eco-
nomic development in the former
Soviel Union to stabilize democra-
cy and help develop markets for
American products.
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By Marlene Lucas
Gazette rural affairs writer

- When Joe Legg traveled to Ukraine
earlier this year, he thought his three-
week mission would begin with lec-
tures and discussicns about the proper
way to run a no-till planter.

Instead he was handed a wrench,
directed to three partially assembled
Kinze planters and asked to hurry.

The plums are blooming, he was told.
It's’ time to plant.

.Plum trees grow in the windbreaks
around Ukraine farm fields, and by
tradition, their bloomns signal the time
for putting seed to ground.

So Legg began and tried to settle the
suspicions that the Ukrainians had
about planting in a field that has not

been deep-plowed
and worked until it
is crumbly and weed-
free.

Legg, a retired Io-
wa State University
Extension director
living in Anamosa,
was a volunteer for
Citizens Network for
Foreign  Affairs,
based in Washington,
D.C., and funded by
the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

~Network is a private, non-profit
group committed to -stimulating eco-
nomic growth, It has sent more than
370 volunteers to Russia, Ukraine and

‘Economy tough'

Moldova and has projects in Zimbabwe
and Mozambique. ‘

Legg didn’'t work with individual
farmers, who would find it impossible
to purchase their own planters due to
the harsh economic conditions of the
country. He worked with employees of
Nicenia, a privatized stock company -
that has a joint venture with Monsanto.
. Nicenia was formed to produce seed

.and sell farm supplies and is beginning

to custom farm for individual farmers
and coliective farms.

“The economy is so tough. There’s
not money to pay farmers for products
and no money  for equipment,” Legg
sald. “They sit:there in a sad state of
affairs. They can't farm.”

Nicenia is an"intermediate step in

improving the farm economy, he said.
The company custom farms for those
that can hire them and crop shares or
rents farmland from others.

Like many U.S. farmers, Nicenia sees
no-till as an efficient way of farming
because it requires fewer trips across
the fields than traditional methods.

“Our task was to go and finish
setting up and adjusting the Kinze
planters,”” he said. “We went through
them with wrenches and, one by one,
took them to the field. We set the
planting depth and saw that they were
operating properly.-

“We worked with the personnel and

instructed others. It was basically a
training situation.”

Legg has taken 11 such assignments,

many of them to Africa.

On the trips, he works with people in
the country and encounters nothing but
friendliness.

“The setting is perfect for good rela-
tionships,” he said. “It's a challenge.
You work harder than you ever have.

" You try to figure out how things there

can be changed. You don't try to

-transplant what we do here. Sometimes

a minor change can mean a lot.”

When he looked at the vast fertile
soils of the Ukraine, he saw the unreal-
ized potential of large food production.

“I hope they could get the economy
and social problems solved so that
would occur,” he said. “I would hope
someday they could make Kinze plant-
ers themselves.”
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Russian

WILLIAMSPORT, Ind. — For
three weeks this spring, I had the
opportunity to witness beef produc-
tion in Russia up close and person-
al. During that time, 1 was an
agribusiness volunteer represent-
ing the Citizen's Network for
Foreign Affairs.

The assignment 1 was given was
multifaceted. First, work with pro-
ducers and attempt to give them
some insight into how beef cattle
are raised in the United States.

Sceond, present a seminar to
university students talking about
how | raise cattle and what the crit-
ical factors are in iy success. Last,
to ook at forming a private beel
association.

As with all assignments of this

nature, just because it is written on
paper does nol mean it is going to
happen. But I am pleased to say
that a significant amount of what |
set out to accomplish beeame a real-
ity.

I was fortunate in that my
assignment took me to two different
areas of Russia, so that T could wit-

ness two entirely different philoso-

phies of how eattle are raised.

My first week was spent in
Kaluga. This town lies about a
three-hour drive south of Moscow,

While there, | met an individual
that 1 can only characterize as a
pioncer. We all know that there are
those that ask “why,” but we are for-
tunate that there also are those
whao ask “why not?”

One of those men is Andrey
Davidov. e, significantly more
than any other person that 1 omet
during my stay, stands alone on the
fronticr of Russia’s fledgling beel
industry

beet production up close

BeefLines

*

By Rita Sharma
Indiana Cattle Producer

Andrey is the owner of DIK
Farm, which was registered with
the state in August 1991. Andrey
faces all of the challenges normal to
a new farm in any country, but he
also faces special challenges due to
the direction in which he has cho-
sen to lead his farm.

Andrey dreams of being a beefl
cattle producer. lle dreams of rais-
ing cattle under the open sky.

Why do these dreams set him
apart from other cattle producers in
Russia? Because, in most of Russia,
cattle production is not segregated
into beef and dairy.

Dual-purpose cattle populate
most of the barns of Russia. These
cattle are derived from Holstein,
Brown Swiss and Simmental breed-
ing.

When Andrey voices his dream,
he most often is laughed at because
it is unthinkable that one can suc-
cessfully raise cattle only for beef.

People say that what has been good
for centuries still is good for them
today.

But Andrey has a dream, a
dream fueled by two trips to the
west — one to Canada and one to
the United States — during which
he saw a gigantic industry divided
into beefl and dairy segments. His
start as a founder of Russia’s beef
industry has been slow.

In 1995, he acquired nine horned
Hereford cows. His goal for 1997 is
to acquire 20 additional cows.

Acceptance of beef cattle as a
stand-alone industry is probably
not the greatest challenge that he
faces. Andrey also believes that the
basic system by which they raise
cattle is flawed.

A normal feedlot operation con-
sists of a barn with stanchions. At
about two months of age, a calf is
placed into those stanchions, where
it spends the rest of its life in that
one spot, chained into place.
Sleeping on cold concrete *floors
completely lacking in bedding —
coupled with the fact that the barns
they live in are so cold that it is dif-
ficult for an observer to walk
through them without getting
chilled to the bone — makes it is
easy to envision why daily gains
hover on the low side of 0.8 pounds.

Andrey has already experiment-
ed with changing the normal meth-
ods of feeding cattle. Last summer,
he raised a feedlot full of cattle on
his farm. The experiment revolved
around 57 Holstein calves being

raised in a lot aboul the size of a
basketball court,

The results were astounding. His
daily gain jumped to one and a half
pounds.

This success has provided the
impetus for his next venture, which
is a shared feedlot with a neighbor-
ing collective farm. The director of
that farm has agreed to provide a
barn — 150 feet by 60 feet — water,
labor and part of the feed so that
they can feed about 200 head in a
manner similar to what Andrey
accomplished last summer. Soon,
they will begin to clean out the
barn, bed it with fresh straw and
also build outside feed bunks.

The challenges that are faced by
Andrey are staggering. Besides a
system firmly rooted in the past, he
must also face climactic challenges.

For example, just to feed a beef
cow at maintenance levels demands
raising energy intake by 30 percent
to 50 percent more than United
States requirements.

The days that we were at DIK
I"arm were cold, but what told the
true story about how cold it can
become was the light breeze. The
air brought by those breezes was so
cold that even on a reasonably mild
day in March it was common to find
your breath literally being stolen by
the north wind.

Andrey definitely is a pioneer.
He has a dream and he has the con-
victions that are necessary to make
that dream a reality.
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Anamosa
reSIdent
returns from
the: Ukrame

Reured Towa State Um~-“
versnty ‘Extension Dlrecmr E
Joe Legg, Anamosad, justre- .

turned from _three- weeks in’

" the Ukraine whes® he umned

eastern Ukrainian farmers to

useno-ull plantxng equipment -’
“and- techniques to’ complete

Lheu'sprmg planting %1

-Legg volunteered thmugh -
- a'program run by’ the Wash: .
ington; D.C.-based Citizens -

Network for Forexgn Affairs

Agency for’ Internauonal
Developmem

--On his way 1 back to Ana-
mosa. Legg stopped;n Wash-
ington D.C.7to" meet " with

‘Senator Tom Harkxn and Rep-
‘resentative Jim Leach. Legg

spoke generally about- his

"experiences in:the Ukraine

anddiscussedthei xmponance

s€as.

"and funded :by“the U.S.-

"of American involvement in
_developing agnculture over-.

Pf i
:’mmnon cnmmmed to sumu-

Legg worked ror Iowaf
Slate Umversnty for 37 years

“before be retitéd in1986. He'.
s the Presidént of the Ana-.

mosa Rotary ‘He bas’ been,

;acuve in the: Eann Bureau;‘;
-and Chamber of Commerce ,

He has volunteered hlS nmew‘

‘mtemamnally in the former;’
-Soviet Union and Africa. & :

Legg, along with. fellow.
Jowan volunteer Wayne -

‘ Hansen, did everything from
“ training farm :workers.in no- ?
:till methods 1o éssmtmg them 3.

sze plant- f.

The szen§ etwork for ;
Forexgn Affazrs Inc (CNFA)
is 2 private, 1ol

laung economic growthm the -
former -Soviét" Union and’

“southern Africal Smce 1993,

CNFA’$ Agribusiness- Vol-;._
mteerProgmmhassemmore?_:
than 370 volunteers to Rus-:-
sla,kamne andMoldova and:
is"currently. ‘working .on.
projects in Zimbabwe and -
Mozambique. CNFA volun-

teers bring hands-on €xperi-

. ence to Lheu ass:onments .

helping their overseas coun--
terparts ease the u:msmon {0}

a market’ ecouomy



Kalmykia producers carry on ancestors’ ways

WILLIAMSPORT, Ind. — The
people of Kalmykia are descen-
dants of the Mongol warriors who
fallowed Genghis KKhdn from the
steppes of Mongolia to ultimately
sattle in the region located
h¢tween the Caspian and Black
Scas.

*The beef jundustry in the
Republie of Kalmykia is a product
of the historical heritage these
pative inhabitants bring with
them. To this day, their lifestyle
apd methinds of raising livestock
emulate that heritage. ~

' Encompassing 15 million acres,
the Republic of Kalmykia is domi-
nhted by agriculture, especially
its livestock industries — the
grazing of slu_ep and cattle, Their
fieree pride in their heritage, the
quality of their meat and the fact
that they are the only Buddhist
republic in Burope almost trans-
pbrts one to a bygane era,

» When one inquires of a farmer
hixw many hectares he owns, the
apswer usually is: “They say that
wae own 1,000 hectares, but there
are no set boundaries and, within
reason, livestock graze very much
like thcy have for centuries on the
h!E])pLS

. It is a barren, windswept land
Lhat is under the constant threat

becoming a desert. The soil is
sidndy and shallow, providing an
inhospitable host for the native
féathergrass, which is the staple
graze for the livestock.

. A normal day for these Tarmers
hoglns carly, when the livestock
are shepherded to the day's graz-
ijg lands. Katmykian farmers are
as at home on horsebacle as their
ahcestors were.

« One story told to ne, which
reflects the oneness of these peo-
ple with their land, harkens to the
days of the Mongols, In those
diys, it was held that to disturb
l.he soil was disrespectful to the
qarth.

« Rather than burying their
dipad, they wrapped the body in a

BeefLines

By Rita Sharma
Indiana Caltle Producer

~Plough,

shroud, tied the end of the shroud
to the tail of a horse and released
the haorse. Wherever the shroud
disintegrated was the f{inal rest-
ing place for the body.

I spent three weeks this past
spring in Central Asia as an
agribusiness volunteer for the
Citizen's Network for Foreign
Affairs. For those not familiar
with this Lype of pregram, it is
authorized by P.L. 480, otherwise
known as the Food for Peace
Prograin, a title under our federal
farin legislation,

The goal of my trip was multi-
aceted. The first purpose was to
work with farmers in an attempt
to modernize their operations and
to acquaint them with some of our
technology.

The second purpose was to look
at establishing a private beefl
organization. Third, I was o give
to two seminars — one to a beef
production class at the university,
the other to farmers.

Was my trip successful? Did [
accomplish my goals? Well, yes
and no.

The first thing that becomes
apparent on a trip such as this is
that the assignment is written in
sand, not in concrete. | believe the
first goal was well accomplished.

Prior to my trip, | had contact-
ed some of the leading suppliers of
animal health products in the
United States - MSD Ag Vet,
Omaha Vaccine, Nasco, Schering
Mallinckrodt, Plizer and
Ideal Instruments — and had
requested a product to be used in
on-farm  demonstrations. The
product would"'be left with the
Kalmykians for further use.

The pgenerosity of these conipa-
nies was outstanding, and, basi-
cally, iny only problem was carry-
ing everything that they sent with
me. The farmers were familiar
with a lot of tliese products, but
had not had an opportunity to try
them,

In maost cases, we would take a
sclected set of cattle, tag, implant,
worm and, in some cases, give
them vitamin shots. I then told
the fariners not to
overnight results, but to give it six
weeks and then evaluale the
results,

I found these farmers to be
warm, hospitable and open to new
ideas. They were knowledgeable
about their cattle and concerned
about their welfare.

The results on the beef organi-
zation were not as good. Most of
the farmers are so wrapped up
simply in survival that the con-
cept of a beefl organization was a
tough sell.

Couple that with the very
dynamics of the country where
most farmers live 20 te 30 miles
from a hard-surface road. The
roads between home and the hard-
surface roads were normally mud
and dirt tracks that, when they
have a half-inch of rain, turns into
a-morass, making organizational
atteinpts extremnely difficult.

Finally, botlh seminars did not
occur. Fortunately, the oune at the
university did happen and was
certainly one of the highlights of
the trip.

Ahout 60 enthusiastic studeunts
spent several hours with me

expect’

watching slides, asking questions
and learning both about cur repis-
tered Angus operation and about
cattle production, genetics and
nutrition in general. The fate of
the producer seminar was not a
result of lack of attempts, but
rather of the dynamics of
Kalmykia,

During the first two times that
it was scheduled, there was just
enough rain that those dirt roads
from the farms were all but
impassable. In addition, trying to
postpone and reschedule are vir-
tually tmpossible in a country
where both electricity and tele-
phones are rare once one leaves
the environs of the cities.

When one steps-back from a
trip such as this one and assesses
the impact, the questions arise:
“Was it worth my time? Was it
worth the expense? Did we accom-
plish something substantial?”

My personal answer would he
“yes.” A volunteer on this type of
assignment is required to com-
plete a report including the num-
ber of people reached and the
impact.

I can certainly do that. But, in

“reality, 1 believe that the real

resuits go far beyond simple num-
bers.

Much more accurately, one
uiist attenipt to comprehend the
fact that two very disparate cul-
tures have been brought some-
what closer together. Sitting in
someone’s  kitchen half-way
around the world, talking about
the struggles of life, sharing with
these people that life was not
always as good as it is today and
relating the days of short pastures
and even shorter hay crops proba-
bly does wore for international
understanding than any amount
of high level diplomacy.

More than that, it shows these
people that, while there may nuot
be gold at the end of the rainbow,
there certainly is hope. There 15 a
reason Lo persevere.
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Volunteers aid Russian’ qgnculiure

Taking advantage of unique
volunteer partnerships that link
Amcrican and Russian farmers
is an excellent way Famm
Bureau mesmbers can share their
valuable agricultural expertise,
emphasized a mid-year confer-
ence speaker.

“The Russians want to
develop a marker system to
rcplace the old government-
controlled system,” said Bill*
Witting, director of the-Citizens
Network for Foreign Affairs
(CNFA). "We nced tw . put
Amecricans and Russians togeth-
¢r to share American agricujtur-
al know-how. [owa Farm
Bureau members have the
chance to get involved and help
spread democracy around the
world.”

The CNFA is an internation-
a] economic development orga-
nization that works to stimulate
economic growth in the world's
emerging nations. CNFA volun-
teers spend three weeks abroad

- helping Russian ‘counterparts

better understand American
agriculture.

Witting "emphasized that’

emerging democracies like
Russia have a great need for
American assistance. He high-

. lighted Russia’s need for both

free market agriculture and
knowledgeable people who can
explain how the system works.

“The Russian economy: is
very primitive,” Witting said.
“People say Russian farming
reminds them of how it was

. here in the 1940s or cven 1920s.

Farm Bureau members who get

involved and volunteer have a
tremendous oppoertunity to help
some very needy people.”

Farm Bureau members’ par-

ticipation is so vital, Witing
said, becausc mcmbess under-
stand grassroots, decmocratic

orgamzauon
“Russia has no htstory of this
kind of organization,” he said.
“Farm Bureau very success-
fully takes the interests and
concerns of people to the gov-

ernment. It doesn’t wait for the -
government to tcll them what to -

do, which is very different from
Russia’s former system.”

Farm Bureau members Bill
Mesecher of Pleasantville and
Randy Heitz of Charles City re-
cently participated in the pro-

gram and agreed that volunteer-
ing'is worthwhile.. ‘
“The Russians told me they
had a great year last year,” Heitz
said. A
“Their intercst rate was only

" 80 percent, and it had becn 250

percent. The Russian farmers
want change, and they told me
they are not daing this for them-
selves, bur for their children and
grandchildren,” -

“Ttis hard work, but it is very
rewarding,” Mesecher added.
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Area man helps Zimbabwe
| farmers organize

Helena resident Glenn Maddy
has relumed from a three-weck
trip to Zimbabwe where he helped
guide a ncw farm orgamization’s
development into a successful,
suslainable organization.

He is the first volunitcer to visit
that nation through a program run
by the Washingion, D.C.-bascd
Citizens Neiwork for Forcign Af-
fairs.

During his trip, Maddy met
with more than 100 Indigenous
Commercial-  Farmers  Union
(ICFU) leaders and members
throughout Zimbabwe to share in-
formaltion about the structure of
U.S. farm organizations and coop-
eratives.

He explained how U.S. farm
groups, in particular, the Ohio
Farm Bureau, operate. He outlined
how the Zimbabwe farm leaders
‘culd use similar managerial and

ganizational techniques to im-

sve their group’s operations.

ICFU is one of three national
farm associations in Zimbabwe..
Its members primarily are small,
independent black farmers who
purchased their land from white
farmers in the early 1980s follow-
ing Zimbabwe’s independence
and new land tenure law.

On his way home to Heclena,
Maddy stopped in Washington to
meet with Sen. John Glenn, Sen.
Mike DeWine and Rep. Paul Gill-
mor 1o brief them on his assign-
menl. He told the Ohio lawmakers
that the farmer-to-farmer program
is an cffective form of foreign aid.

Maddy also emphasized that
work with a group like ICFU
louches the lives of more than just

its members.

Not only does it help improve
the standard of living of the inde-
pendent black farmers, it also im-
proves the living conditions of
their workers. In cffect, then, the
effort reaches a larger, more sig-
nificant number of beneficiaries,
he said.

Maddy is a co-op development
specialist, ~ former  Sandusky
County agricultural Exlension
agent and a farmer. He also is an
active member of the Qhio Farm
Burcau Federation.

Citizens Network for Foreign
Alffairs is a private, non-profit or-
ganization commilled to stimulat-
ing economic growth in the for-
mer Sovict Union and southern
Alfrica, o

Since 1993, the organization's
Agribusiness Volunteer Program
has sent more then 370 volunlecrs
to Russia, Ukraine and Moldova,
and is currently working on pro-
jects in Zimbabwe and Mozam-
bique.

Volunteers for the program
bring hands-on experience to their
assignments helping their overseas
counterparts easc the -transition to
a market economy.
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Taylor County agent briefs
Ukrainians on intensive grazing

University of Wisconsin cxtension agent
Andy Hager just returned from four weeks
in Ukraine where he educated private farm-
ers. and herdsmen about intensive grazing
methods. Hager volunteered his time
through a program run by the Washington,
D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign
Affairs (CNFA). Hager visited three oblasts
in western Ukraine to help local farmers
instilute inlensive grazing management on
their farms.

On his way home to Stetsonville, Hager
stopped in Washington to meet with Sen.
Russell Feingold, Sen. Herb Kohl and Rep.
David Obey 1o brief them on his assign-
ment. He told the Wisconsin lawmakers that
private Ukrainian farmers need low-capital,
high-return farm management systems, and
was pleased the United States is contribut-
ing to this effort.

For the past |3 years, Hager has served as
an extension agricultural agent in Taylor
County. Since 1991, he has concentrated on
developing low capital, grazing-based farm-
ing systems and organizing farmer networks
to share grazing experiences. Hager holds
bachelor's and master’s degrees from the
UW at River Falls and is a member ol the

Wisconsin Farm Bureau.

Hager followed up on work begun by
CNFA volunteer Dave Fargey in November
1997. Hager visited the farms where
Forgey. a grass-based dairy [armer from
Indiana, introduced intensive grazing con-
cepts six months earlier. Drawing on his
experience working with Wisconsin dairy
farmers, Hager took Ukrainian farmers into
their fields to demonstrate the principals of
good grass management. On one particular
farm, the Wisconsin extension agent saw
immediate improvements. During Hager's
first visit, he pointed oul to the farmer that
his paddocks were loo large and the cattle
had been allowed to over graze. When he
returned to this farm al the end of his
assignment, Hager discovered that the pad-
docks were smaller and a quicker rotation
instituted.

CNFA is a private, non-profit organiza-
tlion committed to stimulating economic

- growth in the former Soviet Union and

southern Africa. Volunteers bring hands-on
experience helping their overseas counter-
parts ease the transition to a market econo-
my.
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IDAHO LEGISLATOR TEACHES UKRAINIAN
WOMEN FARMERS ABOUT U.S. FARM
ORGANIZATION

ldaho State legisiator Maxine Bell just
returned from a three-week trip to Ukraine,
where she met with leaders of a new women
farmer's organization to explain how U.S. pro-
ducer associations operate. She advised the
Assaciation of Women Farmers of Ukraine in
Kharkiv Oblast about how to develop and initi-
ate effective programs and develop policies to
strengthen their organization, increase mem-
bership, and influence local and national agri-
cultural policy. She volunteered her time
through a program run by the Washington,
D.C.-based Citizens Netwark for Foreign
Affairs.

Maxine Bell was elected to the Idaho legis-
lature in 1988, and is a member of the appro-
priations, agriculture, and resources and envi-
ronment committees. She also serves as vice
chair of the American Farm Bureau Women's
Committee, and is active in the |daho Farm
Bureau.
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Local dairy experts share their
knowledge with other countries

By JANET A. BRINDLE
Times Staft Writer

“No more beets for cows” was the
greeting of local dairy experts while
they toured Moldova, which is a
small country near the Ukraine and
Hungary.

The experts promised better eco-
nomic success thanks to higher pro-
ductivity.

And the Moldovan dairy farmers
have received not only more milk
since changing the diet of their
herds, but more chances to raise
their operations to levels
unmatched since Soviet rule.

Three Maryland Extension agents
made all the difference to them.

Carroll County’s Mike Bell, Fred-
erick County's Stan Fultz and the
University of Maryland’s Dale
Johnson visited three dairy farms in
Moldova several months ago, and
most of the farmers have taken
their suggestions to heart.

The men traveled through a pro-
gram run by The Citizens Network
for Foreign Affairs Inc., a private
nonprofit organization based in
Washington, D.C.

“Under the Soviet system, farmers
were given what they needed to be
productive,” Bell said. “They had
raw material, equipment and
training. When that ended,
everyone was on their own.”

Fultz said the three-week trip was
phenomenal but it broke precon-
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ceived stereotypes he had of “Rus-
sians.” They're not the spies glamor-
17cd'n ﬁlms, he said.

“They are just normal people like
you and 1,” he said.

His biggest surprise at the farms
was a lack of technological advances
that Americans enjoy on farms.

“I was amazed by the primitive
nature,” Fultz said. “It was like
going back in time.”

But Fultz said they did what they
could with what they had.

“They wasted nothing,” he said. “If
they were us, they would have live-
stock grazing on the median strips
of Interstate 70.”

Farms weren't profitable enough
to buy or maintain tractors, so they
came up with other ways to do work.

Bell said labor is inexpensive, so
most work is done by hand.

“It’s not about profits at ail,” Bell
said. “Survival is what they are wor-
ried about.”

Money is so tight that one farm
had a multiple-year build-up of
animal waste because the owners
couldn't afford the fuel to run the
tractors to spread it on the fields.

Political stumbling blocks are also
still in place. Even after a move
toward capitalism, Bell said you can
definitely still see and feel the Soviet
influence — but many farmers, espe-
cially younger ones, are hoping the
system will continue to change.

During the 1997 drought, Bell
said many dairy farmers can begin
to appreciate the plight of a
Moldovan farmer. With a lack of
quality feed,.cows produce less milk,
are more sudceptible to 1llness and
do not live as long.

Moldovan farmers had used
forage beets to feed the herds — and
not much else but poor straw. The
mandate began under Soviet rule
and continued after the breakdown
of socialism.

Bell said farmers could grow grain
on the same land and produce a
nutritious feed for the animals.

There, an average yield per cow
per day was five liters, versus 60-70
pounds of milk in Maryland.

Leslie Galloway, volunteer coor-

Please see MOLDOVA, A3

Submitted photo
Above, Cooperative Extension Agent Mike Bell, center, from Carroll County, took a trip to Moldova to
share his dairy farm expertise. Below, cows graze on Victoria Farm in Moldova.
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dinator for the foreign affairs orga-
nization, said she has received word
from the Moldovan field office that
the farmers are impiementing the
team’s recommendations.

“They are working in that direc-
tion,” she said. “And that is attrac-
tion investment from dairy
processing plants.”

The processing plants are pro-
viding funds for farmers to improve
their facilities — so the plants win
by receiving a greater amount of
better quality milk.

The organization sends 90 volun-
teers to the former Soviet Union
each year, but Galloway said, the
Maryland team “was the best they
ever had. They produced a won-
derful analysis.”

Bell and Extension Agent David
L. Greene have been on other volun-
teer trips before. Each took a trip to
Kazakstan. another part of the
former Soviet Union.

Both Bell and Fultz said they
enjoyed knowing that they could help.

“Most of the people are happy,”
Bell said. “They know they can do
things better — thev just have lim-
Ted  raSiucces.”




WIBC:

WITTING:

WIBC:

WITTING

WIBC

WITTING

WIBC

WITTING

WJIBC AM 1230 — Biden-Pell Interview
Ilinois Farm Bureau — Bill Witting
May 9, 1997

Good moming. As a farmer or agribusiness person your knowledge and expertise
makes you a valuable commodity to the CNFA. This week, Bill Witting with the
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs made the plea to counter managers from the
Illinois Farm Bureau at their headquarters here in Bloomington. He asked for the
time and talents of farmers for a possible three week stint with counter parts in the
former Soviet Union. Witting feels strongly that the grass roots efforts has a real

purpose:

To get international experience, get outside the United States, see how agriculture
and agribusiness is practiced in other parts of the world, and to make a contribution
to strengthening democracy and market economies around the world.

The five year old organization receives the bulk of its funding through private sources.
The remainder, about 23%, comes from the US Agency for International
Development. Witting says the people to people exchange needs meet many areas of
expertise.

Expertise in any aspect of farming or food processing, farm input supply, farm credit,
insurance, we send volunteers out in the entire spectrum of agriculture related
activities, economic activities.

According to Witting, there is a real network to reenforce your effort once there, and
he explains a volunteer’s commitment:

A minimum commitment for assignments of three weeks. With the donation of time
on the part of volunteers, we cover all of the costs of assignments from the time they
leave home to the time they return home, we pick up all of their expenses, and provide
all of the support system that is required to make the assignment successful:
translation work, we do all the preparation work, we have field offices in each of the
countries where we send volunteers, and they go out and establish contact with the
farmers or agribusiness people in those countries and define what the scope of work
of the assignment is going to be.

American Farm Bureau women committee members traveled to the Ukranian three
years ago on a brainstorming mission. After assessing the needs of the rural women
Sumauri Uptams of Illinois helped a group of Ukranian women set up a food cannery.

To develop projects, helping Ukranian women and a very exciting outcome of her
assignment was that over the space of a couple of years, we have developed a project
to help create a woman owned community cannery in Western Ukraine that’s going
to take fruits and vegetables and process them and sell them into the private market



WIBC

place in substitution for the old government controlled canning and distribution
system.

Witting says the cannery equipment will be shipped next week. Three hundred fifty-
five volunteers involved in producing American food have completed the short-term
assignments in the former Soviet Union since the program started. If you would like
to get involved in helping farmers and agribusiness develop a market economy, you
can through the volunteer agricultural opportunities, and you can call them at CNFA.
The number is 1-888-USA-CNFA. That number again: 1-888-USA-CNFA.
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Farm Bureau
Leaders Conduct
Seminars for
Russian farmers

Helen Norris, Wellington, and
Carolyn States, Hays, recently returned
from Russia after participating in a
three-week agricultural development
mission in Russia coordinated by the
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs
(CNFA).

The two Kansas Farm Bureau
Women's Committee leaders traveled
to several regions of the Russian Fed-
eration organizing and conducting edu-
cational seminars and workshops on
U.S. private farming issues, association
building and fund-raising for several
groups of private farmers and agricul-
ture students. They also spoke to a
group of state and coilective farm di-
rectors about the benefits of private
farming.

The Kansas visitors welcomed the
opportunity to speak to the Russian
groups because it gave them a chance
to dispel many of the myths about pri-
vate farming in the United States. It
also allowed them to relate what they
have learned through their years of
experience with Farm Bureau.

Before returning to Kansas, Norris
and States spent a day on Capitol Hill
visiting the offices of several Kansas
congressmen. They met with aides
from the offices of Sen. Sam
Brownback (R-Kan.) and Sen. Pat
Roberts (R-Kan.) to brief them about
their work with the private farming
movement in Russia and the role
women piay in Russian agriculture.
They also met personally with Rep.
Jerry Moran (R-Kan.). :

CNFA is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to stimulating intemnational
growth and development. The organi-
zation works with U.S. companies,
entrepreneurs, farm organizations (in-
cloding Kansas Farm Bureau), business
alliances and other organizations to
create lasting and effective opportuni-
ties in intemational markets.



Network help plants seed of development

By Martin Ross

“Development starts with
agriculture,” and the profit mo-
tive frequently is the catalyst to
lasting ag development, accord-
ing to David Cohen of the Citi-
zens Network for Foreign Af-
fairs Inc. (CNFA).

That’s the concept behind
CNFA, a
non-profit or-
ganization
which helps
generate
public-pri-
vate partner-
ships to fos-
: ‘ ter develop-

, ment in such
David Cohen  5reas as the
former Soviet republics of
Ukraine, Moldova, and Russia.
CNFA pairs corporations such
as Monsanto, ConAgra, and
Magna C (a fishing concern)
with groups and fledgling busi-
nesses in developing nations,
providing seed investments
and garnering federal support.

For every dollar invested in
a project by CNFEFA, US. corpo-
rate partners are expected to
contribute at least $2.50, while
foreign partners are asked to in-
vest what they can.

"“If everyone has something
at stake, they see things differ-
ently than if they had been
given a handout,” Cohen,
CNFA marketing-public out-
reach director, told FarmWeek.
“At the end of the day, there’s
more money in the pockets of
people in these countries, more
jobs are created, and we're
doing more to develop their
economies.

“That comes back to help

Americans. As (foreign) in-
comes rise, they import from
the United States. They’re mar-
iets for us; we create customers
in the long run.”

In some cases, U.S. coopera-
tion helps foreign producers re-
alize untapped or forgotten po-
tential: Cohen noted that the
Ukraine, with its rich soils, once
was known as a “breadbasket
of the world.” Beyond provid-
ing inputs such as seed, fertiliz-
er, crop protection products,
and machinery, CNFA and U.S.
partners are helping farmers in
the republics overcome the for-
mer government-controlled
economy.

Many of the republics con-
tinue to lack land laws, banking
systems, and research capabili-

ties needed to develop produc-
tion systems. Cohen is con-
cerned by the “backsliding”
movement in the Ukraine to-
ward government centraliza-
tion of ag supplies and markets
— a trend that has forced pri-
vate businesses to compete
with government.

Environmental sustainability
is key to CNFA projects: A staff
member in the CNFA’s Ukraine

- office is a trained environmen-

talist. Because they are stake-
holders rather than recipients
of “do-gooder” efforts, foreign
partners have welcomed CNFA
involvement, Cohen said.

While CINFA nations some-
day may become export rivals,
Cohen argued “we need more
suppliers in the world” to meet
potentially huge demand
sparked by rising Asian in-
comes.

CNFA efforts already are
paying off:

¢ Magna C reported 1995
fish “production” of nearly
1,500 tons off eastern Russia fol-
lowing introduction of im-
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proved, environmentally sound
fishing methods. That catch
was valued at more than $1.5
million.

* Monsanto signed contracts
with more than 388 farms in
Ukraine to provide inputs for
the 1996 crop year. .

* ConAgra, one of the
world’s major potato proces-
sors, was contracted via CNFA
to help supply Russian markets
including the popular Moscow
McDonald’s. After ConAgra
representatives discovered na-
tive seed potatoes were well
below U.S. quality standards
and that disease losses prevent-
ed farmers from being able to
provide consistent supplies, the
company developed an essen-
tially “new” seedstock.
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Judic provided by Marla Behrends, WJBC, Bloomington, IL

ill Witting with the Citizens Network for Foreion Affairs made the plea
o county manapers at the Illinois Farm Bureauw headauarters 1in
tloomingteon, Il for the time and talents of farmers for & possible thires
week stint with counterparts in the former Soviet Undlon., Wittivg fesls
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sut #1 Rums 117 U.C. .. "around the world. ®
‘he S vear old organization receives the bulk of its furndirng thraough

rivate sources. The remainder about 234 comes from the U.S Agency for
Irternational Develomment.
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According to Wittinp there is a real rietwork to reinforce there efforts
'wd explains a volunteers commitment...

Cut #3 Rums 132 0.C..."going to be.”
Erner‘ican Farm Bureau Womer’®s Committee members traveled to the Ukrainian
hree years apo on a brainstorming mission. After assessirnp needs of
the rural women Sue Mowery of Tamms. iL. helped a group of Ukrainian
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Eh
tarted.

f you would like to get invaolved in helping tarmers and adribusiness
eveloo a market ecovomy you can through voluntesr agricultural
cpportunities at CNFA call 1~888-USA-CNFA. :
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Overseas farmers reap benefits from U.S.

By SCOTT E. MOON
AgriNews Publications
+ BLOOMINGTON, Ill. — It's
almost like a commercial for the
Marines. An organization is looking
for a few good men and women w1th
a sense of adventure to volunteer
their service to provide help to
farmers and agribusinesses in a far-
off land.
+ Even more similar is the hard
work. with sometimes primitive
conditions and having no creature
tomforts. And worse still, there's no
pay. But your travel expenses, food
and lodging costs are covered.
+ Intrigued? Then the
'Ag‘nbusmess Volunteer Program is
(?r you. A part of the Citizens
Network for Foreign Affairs, the
AVP has been sendmﬂ U.S. farmers,
hgribusiness executives, bankers,
and other professionals overseas to
elp the people in the newly inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet
Union build democracy and free
ma.rket agriculture. In addition, the
program has recently expanded into
he southern Africa countries of
imbabwe and Mozambique.
. But according to William
WVitting, the director of AVP, there is
a lot of work involved, and onlv the
serious need to apply.
+  “This is not a vacation program,’
he said of the 3- to 6-week opportu-
nity.
i The volunteer program, with the
help of taxpayer dollars, has been
up and running for about four years
now, Witting said. As the organiza-
fjon recruits additional helo the
focus not only lies on the pruducuon
sde of agriculture, but the market-
ibg and processing side as welil.
" “Our focus is the entire food
ehain. As far as we're concerned. if
e can contribute to the develop-
’rxent of any element of the food
ehain. we're contributing to the

developments of all elements of the
food chain,” he said.

Witting and other representa-
tives of CNFA were meeting at the
Illinois Farm Bureau the week of
May 5 to see if a more formal
arrangement could be set up
between the IFB and the
Washington, D.C.-based group.
CNFA has formed partnerships
with a variety of agribusiness orga-
nizations and companies to foster
growth and position those U.S.
enterprises In the emerging
economies of developing countries.

The American Farm Bureau
Federation is the AVP's biggest
institutional partner, Witting said.
The California, Kansas, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Texas Farm
Bureaus are very active sending
volunteers to help build regional
private farmers organizations in
Russia and Ukraine, he added, and
demand leads the group to continu-
ally recruit across the U.S. :

The countries that make up the
former Soviet empire are starving
for U.S. knowledge, Witting said.

“The level of development in the
former Soviet Union is at least 50
vears behind the United States in
terms of technology and institution-
al development,” he said.

The collapse of Communism has
had a dramatic effect on farmers,
who are used to operating with the
collective farm system.

“The farmers used to be collec-
tivized - it was basically like a life-
support svstem,” Witting said, with
nealth services, child care. pensions
and other matters taken care of
with help from a watchful govern-
ment.

“Farmers in Russia are accus-
tomed to having the government
tell them what to do and give them
what they need to do it with.” he
added. “The government provided
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all the inputs,...and now the collec-
tives have no income from the gov-
ernment.”

The loss of services to farmers in
the countries of Moldova, Ukraine,
Kazakstan and others has led many
farmers to strike out on their own
and be independent. Although the
gamut of crops grown somewhat
mirrors the US., the thought
process and needs of the farmers
are in stark contrast to their U.S.
counterparts, Witting said. Even
elementary analysis is something

new that must be introduced.

“There is no negotiation of
prices, no consideration of the cost
benefits using certain inputs to get
certain outputs - it’s nothing of
what farmers in the United States
do in their sleep,” Witting said.

While there are many challenges
faced by volunteers who venture
across the ocean, Witting said com-
munication is one of the steepest to
overcome. The language barrier is
always a “constant challenge,” he
said, and proper translation was a
major key to success because the
transfer of knowledge is mostly
through oral communication.

Often, the AVP volunteers
encounter a similar need that is
first mentioned by farmers: credit.
But that is an area which the pro-
gram cannot address. So the volun-
teers have to work around and past
that issue, Witting said.

“So we ask, ‘Aside from money,
what could you use? In many cases,
they don’t know.” he said. “They
can't define for themselves what
they need. And so we need to plant
seeds of ideas with them.”

Examples of cooperatives in the
U.S. orten strike a chord with some
of the farmers. Witting added. The
flow of ideas. whether complex or
simple. is a continual stream. For
example, a recent volunteer to west-
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ern Ukraine introduced intensive
grazing, he said.

~This was something that could
be done with relatively little capi-
tal, in contrast to an awful lot of
production agriculture techniques
that our farmers could teach them,”
he said. “This is just another exam-
ple that anything a farmer knows
in the United States is going to be
useful to Russian farmers, because
most of them don’t have that knowl-
edge.”

Drumming up enough funding
and volunteers is a continual battle,
Witting added, particularly with
the ongoing budget debate on
Capitol Hill. While volunteers
receive no salary or stipend, all
travel, food and transportatian
expenses are covered. The average
length of an assignment is three to
four weeks, although retirees and
certain cases can be overseas for a
month to six weeks. The question of
time. if a volunteer can leave family
and the farm or business is also a
kev consideration, he added.

While volunteers can make more
than one service trip, Witting said
the organization is not relving on
repeat volunteers.

“On the one hand, the more
times a volunteer goes, the more
effective they become. The culiure
shock is less, it takes less time to
become adjusted and focus on an
assignment,” he said. “On the other
hand. we want to give the opportu-
nity to participate to as many peo-
ple as possible.”

Expansion of the program is
always possible, Witting added. but
is reliant on additional funding.
India. Eastern Asia. Indonesia, and
the country of South Africa are
developing to the point where U.S.
influence could become very benefi-
cial, he said.
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Ex-Soviet

farmers tour
W. Kentucky

By The Associated Press ,"

OWENSBORO, Ky, — Farmers
from the former Soviet Union,-
learning to operate as mdependent
businessmen, are touring family
farms across Western Kentucky to
learn about American techniques.

“We came here to learn from -

. American farmers because we are

just beginning to be independent,;
private farmers,” said Davron Dju-"
manov through an interpreter. -
“We are just in the beginning of ,
private farming process. For. the

-first time, we have opportunity and
_responsibility for our own and we

hope to have a good future hke you .
have here.” Tk
Djumanoy, Tulginjon Tursunov

:from . Uzbekistan and Blken

Bazarbekova and. Kuda.lbergen
Kantarbaev from Kazakhstan have :
been in Kentucky since early May.
They’re here on an exchange with:

. the Kentucky Farm Bureau and the

Citizens Network for Forelgn Af~
fairs in Washington, D.C. .
" Both countries, Uzbekistan and

Kazakhstan, are part of the former:

Soviet Union and near the Ch.mese
border

-~ The four farmers toured the
Estes family’s farm in Owensboro
and had lunch there. The Estes pre-
sented them with some locally pro-
duced soybean oil. The visitors will
be touring farms in Western Ken-

-tucky until Friday, when they ll

head home.
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Kentucky Farm Bureau is work--
ing with the Private Farmers Asso-
ciation in Uzbekistan and Indiana
Farm Bureau is working with the

_group in Kazakhstan to set up an

association similar to Farm Bureau,

" said Tony Holloway, Kentucky Farm
- Bureau field supervisor for Daviess
: and surroundmg counties.. = ¥

* Holloway - spent a month in

: Uzbeklstan earlier thisyear. .."

“We'are trymg to get them orga-
nized and instrumental in develop—
ing farm policy,” he said. °

Most of the farms in the two
countries are much smaller than
those in the United States and they
do not actually own the land but
have rights to it for 99 years, said
Bibira Akmoldoeva, the group’s in-
terpreter.

Those rights carry from genéi-é—
tion to the next and include all the
profits from the land and the rights
to decide what to grow and even to
rent it to another. But owners}np is
retained by the state.

Crops grown by the four farmers
include wheat, corn, cotton, sugar
beets, vegetables and fruits, in addi-
tion to raising sheep and cattle.
Some crops they sell to companies
and others they sell at farmers mar-
kets, but sometimes they have a dif-
ficult time finding markets.

“Last year I produced onions but
couldn’t sell them so they spoiled,”
Kantarbaev said.

All four farmers described
amazement with the outgoing,
friendly attitudes of U.S. farmers;
their tidy operations; strong ecolog—
ical practices and technology

“They have a good belief in their
future,” Djumanov said. “They
know what they want and what they
can do and will do it.”
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Farmhands across the waters goal of network

By Martin Ross

Wanted: Volunteers to
help put farming in the hands
of farmers.

The Farmer to Farmer and
Agribusiness Volunteer pro-
gram, operated by Citizens

. : Network for
| Foreign Af-
‘] fairs (CNFA)
‘lInc., pro-
vides hands-
on expertise
:| to producers
in the former
Soviet Union,
Africa, and
other devel-
oping na-

William Witting

tions.

William Witting, dlrector
of CNFA’s agribusiness vol-
unteer and civic initjatives
program, stressed a majority
of farmers in the former Sovi-
et republics have never pre-
pared a business plan or eval-
uated production costs or
prices. Farmers in the
Ukraine and Russia “have
lived through a century of the
government telling them
what to do, with no consider-
ation of price or efficiency,”
he said.

As “"entrepreneurs con-
stantly struggling to produce
a product consumers want to
buy,” U.S. farmers are ideal
volunteer guides for produc-
ers wrestling with democrati-
zation and capitalism, Wit-
ting said.

“"They have no experience
with that, and they’re scared
to death,” Witting said.
”American farmers say to me,
‘I'm just a farmer. What can
possibly teach them?’ Every-
thing an American farmer
does, day in and day out,
even what he dreams, is po-
tentially valuable over there.
“Qur volunteers come back
with light in their eyes, excit-
ed about having provided
skills that are going to help
farmers over there survive.”

Witting would like to see
CNFA'’s federally supported
program expanded to bring
foreign farmers to the U.S. for
firsthand education, but Con-
gress has not allowed the net-
work to use Farmer to Farmer
funds for that purpose. The
program is funded through
the farm bill and foreign aid
legislation. Witting said agri-
cultural appropriations for

the initiative appear stable,
but the foreign aid program
has been cut 51gmf1cantly over
the last three years and is “in a
state of chaos.”

The unifying spirit as well
as individual initiative of U.S.

farmers can benefit foreign
growers who have not yet de-
veloped “grassroots” organi-
zations such as Farm Bureau,
said Witting. Such groups
can influence policies that
further private enterprise, in
effect “telling the govern-
ment what to do,” he said.
Development of ag cooper-
atives is vital not only for
market development but also

SEST AVAILABLE COFY

to promote soil testing and
other productive practices
and strategies. Soil testing is
done in the developing coun-
tries, but techniques often re-
semble those used in the U.S.
during the 1930s, Witting
said.

CFNA has emphasized the
need to develop resources
not only at the farm level
“but throughout the food
chain,” Witting said. Private
companies assisted by U.S.
agribusiness volunteers must
fill a void in ag goods and
services once provided by the
government, he said.

Also needed are U.S. pro-

ducer-processor-marketers.
The American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) Women’s
Committee in 1996 awarded
a $30,000 grant to CFNA to
support a community can-
ning center formed by eight
women in the Ukraine. AFBF
committee member and Illi-
nois Farm Bureau Women'’s
Committee Chairman Sue
Mowery, Tamms, traveled to
the Ukraine to help develop
the framework needed to
make the center a viable busi-
ness.

“If we can help create can-
neries to process fruit, or
dairies to take milk and turn it
into ice cream or yogurt,
we’re helping everyone in
those countries,” Witting said.

Producers wishing to partici-
pate in or seeking information
on the Farmer to Farmer pro-
gram may call 202-296-3920,
FAX 202-296-3948, or e-mail
wittib@cnfa.org.

VALUE:

Local Involvement

¢...its very important
for Patd and me to stay
involved in Farm Bureau
to testify to other people
the importance of getting
involved in this
organization. . it’s the
best thing you can do if
you are in agriculture.”’

Paul and Erin Musick
Adams County Farm Bureau

Illinois Farm Bureau
Where Membership Means VALUE!
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In- top fphoto. Charles'

- Gatton  Jr., r!ght
- discusses . country
‘-ham curing-methods
with. his Russian

guests, In left photo,

the Russians . are

.seen in the storage

room with hundreds
"of Gatton's famous
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Jobe steps back in tlme
during Ukrainian trip

‘'l BN BN B I N OB B BN O Ea B EE .

by Chrls Do
 Madisonian Staff Writer

Have you ever wondered
what it would be like to take
a step back in time?
Winterset resident Jeff
Jobe’s ‘recent time travel

. took him back to the 1960s.

He did not have to board a

space ship or be a part of a -

scientific experiment. All he

“had to do was board an

airplane, destinaﬂon Kiev
Ukraine. -

. "It was like going back in
time," Jobe said of his trip
to eastern Europe.

Jobe's job took him to the
ot_her side of the world. He
spent 18 days working with
private " farmers.:

operatives similar to those
in the United States.- .,

He 1s familiar with
establishing cooperatives for
farmers. He has spent the
last two years doing just
that for the United States
Department of Agriculture
in rural development. The
Citizens Network for Foreign
Affairs sponsored Jobe's
trip, which he calls the
greatest experience of his
life.

Living conditions in
several areas of the Ukraine
were worse than expected,

according to Jobe. He had .

hot water to shower for only
four days during his stay.
He noticed the Ukrainians
utilize every mode of
transportation. They
traveled by horses and carts,
bicycles, motorcycles

in the
Ukraine establishing co-

complete’ with. sidecars
automobiles, trains and the
subway. :

The hospitality of the’

private ' farmers was
something Jobe could not
get over.” Whenever he
visited a farm, the family
would provide a large feast
for their guests. This is part
ofa Ukrainian tradition
"The " people V
absolutely great,” Jobe said.

~ "When you went’ into their

homes, they made you feel
very welcome.”

Wheat is the cash crop for
the eastern . European
country.’ Farming “In..the
Ukraine differs greatly from
farming ‘in“lowa.and, the

the farms in the country are
collective farms,- boasting
10,000-12,000 acres. Jobe
said collective farms average

. six farmers per acre.- These

farmers work together to get
the crop in, harvest it and
get it to market. =

Prior to the 19905,
Ukrainian farming was set
up on the collective farming
concept, according to Jobe.’
However, in the early 1990s,

were'

"United States A majority of

the Ukrainian government

authorized 10 percent of the
land would be given to
private farmers. This was
the purpose of Jobe's trip.
He was to help establish
cooperatives for the private
farmers. He also developed

Jobe

Please tumn to page 2A
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contmued from page 1A

business plans “for the
private farmers as well as

i| teaching them how to draw
. up their own busmess plan. -,
: Surviving in business .
:| requires many skills and not ..
-| relying "#.on L
; institutions to help make
1 the operation successful, . -

‘Theyg are. breaking;away
and,;their} resource' ,are_.,

mtnimal H Jobe saJd :

Jobe ; said interes;.rates*

were 35 to 50 percent and‘,.

Jending |

b

loan -: contracts have no -

this reason

pay back $20,000 in grain at -

;] a price’less’ than the setf'_‘
: marketvalue

Equipment
thorn in the Ukrainians

‘| terms. i Private. farmers. try -
;| not' to: borrow. money, for .
: if*a farmer =
/| borrows$10,000; he must: .

is another '

side. Most of the farming
equipment dates back to the
1960s, according to Jobe.
Also, parts are expensive
and difficult to find. -

..You. just shook your
head," said. . "It's
unbelievable They know the
obstacles they have to
ovércome if they are going to

 be. successi’ulh_ p,rivate
; farmers o e
* Jobe praised ““the

Ukraintan soil. It looked like
a person could sink up to
their knees in the fields
because the soil was so fine,
according to the Winterset
man. -

Three Ukrainian ‘cities.

were slated on Jobe's
itinerary. He flew into Kiev,
and then traveled to Uman,
which was four hours south
of Kiev. Jobe spent eight

J obe finds overseas trip rewarding

days in Uman, which has a
population of 150,000. He
concluded his trip in
Chutoro, an eight - hour
drive from Uman. Chutoro’s
population is 6,000. - .-

Jobe said he learned a lot
from people in the different
communites,

- "ltwasa great experience,”

~ Jobe said. "I'll never forget

1t. "

* Jobe sald he would “go

back again, but would like
to take his family. He said
the hardest part about

‘being gone was not seeing

or having any contact with
his wife Vonna or their
three sons, Jacob, Joshua
and Jeston

"That. was the hardest
part about being over there,"
Jobe said. "The worse thing
was not having my i’amily

" there.”
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trtp, satd th country s prtnctpal crops are cotton,
wheatland orchards.spectaltzmg in-pears; apples

; .bulld the outdoor classroom..
wanted the Kazakhstan farme
"site when students were usxné it§ i
"We thought it would belalwhole: lof betler orl:

nd they':prosperlat lwhat they do Holloway
satd ""l

by Mlchael Banks

of The Advocate staff.’ T N NI

.alking; through,a lush 'gree'n wilder

ness.with massive oak trees Swaying;; F xa,__, r ;mi

4 overhead, the four visitors must have - Bureau “an
felt as lf they were on the other sxde i

'A:‘-

through ++ SOme
i sort‘ofcollege,

+he’ sald.i' point- -
ing> out- that

e R abcoal

' ( In fact they were.". . ) i
i “The quartet were’ farmers from the Astan coun-
~tries of l(azakhstan and, Uzbekistan, t ;

'_republlés in’ what Was, formerly Russxa

; ' A the‘ ‘land that
esses; Tand: ‘even: took at ‘walk- through the ‘relas’ :,' : 'v' ’\W Fthey can, he .
:ttvely -new. Htggmson Henry Qutdoor. Classroom. : u,regton* bO(-',l_.L' iy oY ; ! o el gsald i
' .On - their, journey,.throughz,the.outdoor class-t-; dered by'the i “ S ; Ay ] 5 A \"(gg];,,:'stwh“e " in
- rm¢ . i : A T A il “* “Union’ County,
chool chlldren studled nature, and even cunously Tco 'l" s t;l‘(w“arlghs‘tan and Uzbelusta the Kazakhstan

were in Umon County.last week

peered over the’ students shoulders and.talked the the west and
% thildren into posing for ptctures w1th them besxde
w1ldht‘e ‘study’ ponds' K Pab it
“{" Charlene:Jaco, a member.of the Umo Cou
tfonservatton 'Servnce‘“who helped “design” and” :

‘Both Acguntrtes are former Russnan
-n‘. 4 M

‘ap talten l‘rom Almnnnc ‘farmers Spent

Tuesday after~ K




Russ1a

R VO

"-major challenge facrng the Kaza-
: khstan farmers Holloway said. " -
Holloway said Union County na-.
ive'J.K. Henshaw started the initial
~work with the Citizens Network for

,Sprague who also serves 4s presr xar 'fWhat we ‘wanted them 10 do her
.ident of the Kentucky Farm Bureau. was o see how Kentucky Farm Bu-

-Later that day, they -visited the . T reau operates on.a;county ‘and state’
~local agribusiness Sprague's Farm .level and \nsrt county Farm Bureau . .
Supply near-Morganfield; as well as lead , Whi }} 4 group in February 1996. He said in’
’Brckett Equipment Co. .That night, n*‘addi
"they were treated to a dinner-at the
’home of Mary Nelle' ‘White, who is-
'Son the KFB Women's Committee " €

1 yed‘ breakfast at. the - Woodrmg.
Earm before touring the Hrggmson— ‘

':"'Umon County, played host tofour farmers from the - Aslan;: :
: comxtrl_es of .Kazakhstan- and Uzbekrstan, which are: both-’
l‘ormer‘Russnan republics, . on.. Tuesday and Wednesday, May -
. 13-14;° Above,_the farm_er_s tour the Hrggmson-ﬂenry
':ledhfe Study "Area, - SN Dhote by “Michiel Banki’
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2 ’ . SRS R photo’ by Michael Banks '
%.During ‘a- break’in . their- tour . Wednesday .morning, an JAnterpreter. ‘explains“to a-pair.of visit--
¢ ing Russian farmers: how local -and state -agencies .worked together: to"build: the Higginson-
. Henry Wildlife Study Area in Union County,_Sho_wn' also is. L'ari'y“ S'harp,"'jman‘ager-' of the

.'Hilggins_qn_‘-Henry.__:- Wildlife -M_ari:ggment Area,:
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ﬁlg;i.. They. are
;exchmge'
» ogram sponsored
by sKentucky. ,.Fnrm
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: Bg;gaqm ~.~-The

+American ,...farmegg:
- are. touring ‘Russla, "
.In top’photo, Charles
- Gatton  Jr.,” right,
discusses . country
‘-ham curing- methods
‘with: hKis Russian
guests, In left photo,
.the Russlans . are
.seen in the storage
‘'Toom with "hundreds
"of Gatton's famous




Ve i

PRI P R Y

R L el :3<The Republic phatos by Joe Harpring’
Above, Davron Djumanoy, right, bestows upon Hartsville’s Hank McGuire a traditional hat from his

homeland, Uzbekistan. Djumanadv, another farmer from his co ﬁqu‘,;qqgi two from Kazakhstan are
touring Indiana over the Memorial Day weekend, looking for,wa /8:t0 Improve their techniques.
Below, Ken Bense, second from right, shows visiting farmers from;the former Soviet Union, grain ;
handling equipment on his farm, northeast of Hope. Pictured fromieft are Tulginjon Tursunoy, of

Uzbekistan, interpreter Bibira Akmoldoeva of Kyrgyzstan ands cGuire. To *Bense's right Is
Kudaibergen Kantarbaev of Kazakhstan. .. = -. .....: . 5% B .



‘\farmers must stlek together i
4% The visit,’ “sporisored by Indiana".:
= Farm Bureau -and ¥ Citizens®:Net- "
' workl ‘for; ;Foreign - Affairs;; allows
- the farriers to learn how | organiza-

"?:’ers ‘associations Similar 16 Farm
“Bureau after becoming - mdepen- i

Farmers

' cultlvate ,
interest

Former Sowets see
‘how Bartholomew
agnculture Works

‘e

By Ryan DuVall '

‘The Hepubhc

. Four farmers trom the Central
Asian countries of Kazakhstan and

Uzbekistan were_in Bartholomew
-County  touring the farm .of Ken .

.and, Julia Bense on Road S00W, ..

tions for-pnvate farmers deal with
pohcy-makmg, commumcatlons

:and "businéss :concerns *such-as"'
-insurance-and organizmg coopera- -

tlves

;dent of the former Soviet Union. "

= - During their visit fo'the Colum- P
.bus “area" Saturday, : the "farmers .
stayed at the home .of Hank and *
--Betty Lu McGuire on‘Road 10OE. .-’
‘They -also visited Francrs and -
. Lavonda Elliott’s farm in Jackson -
County and Gary and Patty Red-..
ing’s farm ‘in -Decatur County .

before visiting.the Bense farm.

The.McGuires met two of the
four visitors during a February
trip to Kazakhstan sponsored by
Farm Bureau.

“They are just tremendous peo—
ple and we’ve enjoyed the heck out
of them,” Hank said: ’

The Benses were just as cor-
dial.

“We get several visitors and we
enjoy visiting,” Ken said. “We've
had (visitors) from Germany,

Hungary, the . Army, Navy,
Marines, FBI, the government
everywhere :

The group was a'ccompamed by
Bibira Akmoldoeva, .a professor

from Kyrgyzstan who served asan

mterpreter SN

7ivAnd although theé formiér. Sonet o

: :farm, ‘and’their ‘Ameriean coun-_
terparts are decades apart m tech- .

‘niiques 4 ‘theyshare -

Speaking through Akmoldoeva,
the farmers explained how far

- behind the times they are. ..
- “You have different technology

and we have different technology,”

'said Kudaibergen - Kantarbaev,

vice-president ‘of the 'I‘aldykorgon
Farmer’s Association, “Our tech-
nology is on a lower level, where
‘yours in on a higher level.: -
“Your Farm Bureau is also
much higher than our (associa-
tions), which are just starting.”
The pieces .of - technology that
impressed the visitors most were
the Benses’ grain dryers, silos and

_storage facilities. - -

“We ; used , to have, in Soviet -

times,: “this - machinery, but now
they are owned by the state,” grain

farmer - Biken - Bazarbekova said.’

“But it was. nothmg compared to

thlsﬂ :_ .

Farmers m Kazakhstan -and

use simple irrigation systems that
rely on gravity to bring water to

.-their ‘crops from rivers and large
reservorrs ‘

1 - They mix’ all feed and silage by

are filled with grain and covered.

* After discussing grain storage
techniques with the them, Ken
guessed the visitors are anywhere
from 20 to 30 years behmd Amen—
can farmers. . _°

During his visit to the former
Soviet Union, the McGuire's saw’
just how limited farmers there are,
" “The land in Kazakhstan is
divided among the people,” Hank
said. “Every county has a gover-

. nor and every governor wants con-

trol.”
Government problems notwith-
standing, the visitors still have

hope.
“When we look at these farms,

. Uzbekistan raise corn, wheat, cot-
* ton and vegetables : Y
. The ‘climate is much dryer“
“there than in Indiana and farmers

" hand and can store feed only in pit -
" silos — holes in'the ground that

we can look’ ahead to’ what our

farms will someday be,” said

Davron ‘Djumanov,- a gram and
livestock farmer. -

Before’ leaving Saturday, the
farmers ‘were "treated to a large

‘meal ‘at the. Bense home where

.- they met retired Columbus Russ-

ian teacher John Hudecek and
Melame Unrue of- Columbus, who

‘is leaving next week to spend part

of her summer in Uzbekistan
teaching .‘with Yale University’s
Campus Crusade for Christ.

‘The group was scheduled to
attend the Indlanapohs 500 Sunday
before finishing its tour of Indiana
Un1vers1ty at Purdue Umvers1ty
on Thursday. ,






Source: Citizens Networ for Foreign Affairs

1996-97 Annual Report

he Citizens Network is

one of the leading devel-

opment educators in the

United States. It engages
public and private sector leaders
thronghout rhe
country in a unigue
dialogue on the
U.S. stake in pro-
moting economic
growth and
sustainable
development
in the World's
emerging
economies
and new
democracies.
Through informative forums in
the United States and through cre-
ative hands-on development
projecls in emerging economies,
CNUVA is serving as the catalyst for
increased American participation,
understanding and support of the
imporﬁmt role development plays
in rhe domestic economy of rthe
United States.

In 1996, American Farm Burcau
Federation President Deun
Kleckner launched a unique part-
nership with the Citizens Network
at the Farm Bureau's annual meel-
ing in Nashville, Tennessec,
attended by some 7,000 furmers
and their families. This innovative
program asks FFarm Bureau mem-
hers who have participated in
Citizen Network lechnical assis-
unce projects to tell their story in
a series ol workshops with their

local Farm Bureau colleagues.

Through these nationwide fora,

the LS. agriculture community is

lcarning first hand, rom people
they know and trust, about
Amcrican cfforts to promole
democracy and free markets—and
why it is important to American
farmers cconomic selt-interest,
The parinership co-producec
an important
video—Free
to Farm, Free
{0 Grow—that
has heen
viewed by thou-
sands of American
farmers at their
state and local
mectings throughout
the United States. The
American Furm Bureau
Federation and the
Citizens Nerwork also have linked
their Internet web sites to inform
Americans and others about
upcoming opportunilies 10 partici-
pate in new emerging-country
development projects. The web-

site is http://www.cnfa.com.







THE CITIZENS NETWORK FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Farm Bureau Program on Global Development Programs

EVALUATION FORM

Thank you for attending the CNFA workshop to learn about Farm Bureau's involvement in
international agricultural development. Please assist us with our planning future programs,
by completing this evaluation form. Thank you.

|—
o
=

High
5

How valuable was the
program to you personally?

|
N
w
F-S

Did the program contribute to a greater

understanding of the Farm Bureau

partnerships for agricultural development

in the former Soviet Union and elsewhere? 1 2 3 4 5

Was participation a worthwhile
activity for the Farm Bureau? 1 2 3 4 5

Do you think your attitude, awareness

or understanding about economic

development in transitional economies

has changed as a result of this program? 1 2 3 4 5

What about the value of U.S.
_economic development—
How relevant is it to you and
your farming operation? 1 2 3 4 5

How effective was Bill Witting in his presentation? 1 2 3 4 5

. How effective were the Farm Bureau members in
reviewing their assignments and the impact
on agriculture abroad and at home? 1 2 3 4 5

~What about the visual presentation and handouts—
Were they effective? 1 2 3 4 5

Should the CNFA - Farm Bureau program be: (circle one) Ended Continued Expanded?

Please turn over >>>



What is the most important insight{s) you gained from this workshop?

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar workshops?

Thank you for your cooperation in completing this anonymous form. Please leave it on your
table or mail to:

David Cohen
The Citizens Network
1111 19th Street, NW
Suite 900
Washington, DC 20036








