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non-partisan group dedicated to fostering democracy and promoting the U.S. stake in 
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the public and private sectors to advance sustainable growth and position U.S. 
enterprises in the world's emerging economies. The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF), established in 1919, has over 4.5 million members in all 50 ·states 
and Puerto Rico. Through grassroots education programs, AFBF provides its 
members with information on farm operations and management, as well as other 
issues. 

The goals of the project, "Expanding Partnerships with American Farmers: 
Grassroots Outreach for Global Growth," are 1) to increase awareness of 
international development programs throughout the U.S. agricultural community; 
2) design, create and distribute resources for workshops and presentations by Farm 
Bureau members to explain the impact of international development; and 3) identify 
opportunities for Farm Bureau members to become involved in development activities 
in other countries. The goals will be reached through a series of jointly organized 
workshops at a national AFBF annual meeting and eight state meetings. Following 
the workshops, there will be a set of county-level presentations by AFBF members. 
The workshops and meetings will be coupled with media campaigns designed fo'r 
each target area. 
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The activities of this program will reach 15,000 farmers and ranchers at 10 ) 
workshops and· 15 individual presentations. Beginning with workshops at the AFBF 
annual meeting and 8 state Farm Bureau meetings, CNFA will provide innovative 
videos, slide shows, and other resources for workshops on agricultural development 
programs. Presentations will continue at board meetings, women's and young ' 
farmers' meetings and trade shows. Media strategies, including nationally distributed 
video news releases, will generate articles, editorials, and increased awareness 
among state and local media. CNFA and AFBF will produce an Internet home page to 
provide additional impact information. 

As a result of this project, the U.S. agriculture community will gain opportunities to 
learn from their friends and colleagues about U.S. efforts to promote democracy and 
economic opportunity. The CNFA-AFBF commitment to global growth will be 
energized to continue over the long term. Throughout the United States, the 
message of U.S. development assistance will be delivered and support will be 
strengthened. 
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September 24, 1997 

Office of Private and Voluntary Cooperation 
U.S. Agency for International DeveJopment 
Room 709 SA-8 
Washington, D.C. 20523-0804 

Dear Elise: 

I am pleased to submit this final report of deveJopment education project number (F A0-0230-A-
00-6013-00) undertaken by the Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs in partnership with the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. The report covers the period from September I, 1996 
through August 31, 1997. To avoid unnecessary duplication of materials we are only attaching 
items produced since the mid-year report. 

In this report, we identify and describe the activities undertaken, evaluate their impact on 
creating awareness and understanding of development issues among our target audiences, and 
discuss lessons learned with respect to effectively achieving our objectives. Overall, we are quite 
pleased with the outcome of the effort. Generally, the project achieved its objectives within 
budget and within the time frame of the project. 

As you know, I entered the scene half-way into the project, so my reflections on its overall 
outcome are mostly based on my perceptions of how things went during the first six months, and 
my directrole in the latter six. During the second half of the project we made several significant 
changes in the project, which I think strengthened it materially. We believe these modifications 
have enhanced CNF A's long-term capacity to sustain the development education objectives of 
the project longer and more permanently than if we had not made them. 

Most importantly, we believe we improved the understanding and expanded the awareness 
among our target audiences of development issues. We also found the American Farm Bureau 
Federation's strengthened commitment to furthering the objectives of development education a 
rewarding by-product of our efforts. 
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Director, Public Outreach 
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Executive Summary 

Leaders of American farmer organizations believe international development positively impacts upon the 
United States politically and economically. For agriculture, the impact is particularly compelling given the 
relationship between development and future export markets. However, at the rank and file farmer 
level-even after some 15 years of Biden-Pell efforts to expand awareness and understanding-there 
continues to be pockets of suspicion that foreign assistance is not very relevant to their lives, or worse, it 
does more to create competitors than customers. Clearly attitudes are improving, as we have found in 
carrying out this project. We believe the Citizens Network-Farm Bureau partnership embodied the credibility 
and integrity to make the project work. The use oflntemet technologies, as well as traditional forms of video, 
written and oral communications, and interactive workshops, used to convey our messages have had a 
positive, lasting impact. 

The bottom line is this: ( 1) farmers and gatekeepers to farmers in their media and leadership organizations 
learned about development in more creative and interesting ways than they would have otherwise, which 
we believe, in tum, led to better retention of the issues and ideas discussed; (2) CNFA has additional tools 
to continue the activities begun under this project longer and more permanently than it would have without 
the development education funds; and perhaps most importantly, (3) Farm Bureau strengthened and grew 
its commitment as a development educator. Given the size, prominence and influence of Farm Bureau, this 
has been a meaningful addition to the development education field, not to mention being a significant feat 
for which CNFA is proud to have played a part. 

That the Farm Bureau has invited CNFA to lead a 90-minute program at its annual meeting in January 1998 
is testament to the success of this effort and its sustainability. Through a series of workshops, media 
outreach, dissemination of American Farmers' Partnership with the World (a booklet about the links between 
development, trade and American agriculture), and video presentations, hundreds of thousands of farmers, 
students and the general public-far more than called for or expected under the original terms of the 
project-have been reached. 

As expected, this approach embraced the credibility that only a fellow-farmer from a home state or town 
could offer. The project mobilized more than 40 Farm Bureau members who have participated in the Citizens 
Network farmer-to-farmer Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project year to relate their story to 
their colleagues. Numerous articles have appeared in print, and several radio interviews were broadcast. In 
all, more than 15,000 U.S. farmers and ranchers were directly reached nationwide in Farm Bureau-CNF A 
sponsored programs through nine workshops and at least 25 presentations. Approximately 10,000 additional 
farmers; primary, secondary and university educators and students; print and broadcast farm media; local 
and regional agricultural associations; and civic organizations and other public institutions via the World 
Food Day Committee were sent the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet. The project also 
produced two videos and a slide presentation for use at workshops, and an Internet website devoted largely 
to development education. 

While the full impact of the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet will not be known for 
some time since it was disseminated quite late in the project, the initial response has been positive. Requests 
from media, universities, state Farm Bureaus and federal agencies have been fielded almost daily for 
additional copies of the booklet to further disseminate or for help on how to convey the messages of the 
booklet more broadly. Noteworthy is the fact that the World Food Day Committee asked to disseminate 
about 1,000 of the booklets and the Future Farmers of America will send some 1,200 the booklets to its 
member-chapters. 
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A request from the president of the Mississippi Fann Bureau, for example, will likely result in an on-site 
presentation by CNFA sometime in 1998. It is particularly significant, that until now, interest in these issues 
from the deep South has been sparse. Indeed, within a matter of weeks after the booklet's dissemination, 
invitations to serve on panels (including the Illinois Expo, attended by some 350,000 Illinois fanners) and 
to give speeches about the booklet's content were received. To the extent CNF A funds and time have 
pennitted, we have responded affinnatively to those requests. In at least one instance, we hope to 
significantly broaden the ripple effect of the project when we man a booth at the 1998 American Fann 
Bureau's annual meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina. The booklet will be among the items distributed to 
the approximately 10,000 Fann Bureau members expected to attend. 

A video produced by the Fann Bureau-CNF A partnership to highlight development programs was viewed 
by 8,000 farmers and ranchers at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. Eight workshops held 
at state Fann Bureau annual or other leadership meetings in Oregon, Wisconsin, Kansas, Washington, D.C., 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and North Carolina brought information on international development directly to more 
than 1,000 Fann Bureau leaders. Thousands more fanners, agribusiness professionals and the general public 
learned about development through print and broadcast media stories and the dissemination of literature. 

About 200 Fann Bureau members viewed the full 20-minute video and talked with CNFA staff at the Farm 
Bureau's 1997 annual trade show in Nashville. The short three-minute version of the video was viewed by 
some 11,000 Fann Bureau members who attended the main session. In addition to 30 national agriculture 
reporters who covered a joint press conference with Farm Bureau President Dean Kleckner, an estimated 
20,000 people in the agriculture community were reached through 14 articles in local newspapers and 
coverage on local fann radio stations in the latter workshop roundtables. 

Evaluations completed by the target audience consistently showed the project was achieving its goal of 
increasing farmers' awareness of international development issues. Overwhelmingly, those attending the 
workshops said the CNF A-Fann Bureau Fanner-to-Fanner partnership should continue. It was also clear 
from both the evaluation fonn responses and the hand-written comments on the evaluations sheets that those 
attending believed development education is of value and should continue to be a Fann Bureau priority. 

Evaluation surveys (modified in April) were administered at each Fann Bureau program. In the first six, 
months 73 percent of program attendees rated the innovative CNF A slide show as very good or excellent in 
highlighting the U.S. stake in global development and Farm Bureau's role in development programs; 82 
percent indicated that Frum Bureau panelists did an excellent or very good job in reviewing their assignments 
and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home. In an open-ended survey question, 74 percent of survey 
respondents identified at least one lesson relating to global development learned from the workshops. 

The evaluation was redesigned in the latter part of the project in an effort to get more precise feedback. 
Regarding questions about the value of the program, 86 percent responded favorably. Asked whether the 
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Fann Bureau, a whopping 96 percent 
indicated their support. In response to the most important question, Do you think your attitude, awareness 
or understanding about economic development in trm:zsitional economies has changed as a result of this 
program, 90 percent responded by circling four's and five's on the five-point scale, five being high. Likewise, 
91 percent responded affinnatively that economic development was relevant to their particular fanning 
operation. On the question of whether the development education program should be continued, 71 percent 
said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded. 
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Results 

GOAL1 

Increase Awareness and Support Throughout the Agricultural Community of International 
Development Programs. 

Did the Partnership Bring Information to 15,000 U.S. Farmers and Ranchers? 

> 8,000 AFBF members viewed the CNFA-AFBF video on international development partnerships 
at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville. 

> 1,050 Farm Bureau leaders attended workshops at state Farm Bureau meetings. 
> At least 500 farmers viewed the video at presentations at other state and county-level Farm Bureau 

meetings nationwide. 
> Presentations by Farm Bureau volunteers were made before some 1,500 members in their local 

communities. 
> Approximately 10,000 farmers and others concerned with American agriculture are receiving a copy 

of American Farmers' Partnership with the World. 
> Readers and listeners of print and broadcast media stories on the CNF A-Farm Bureau workshops 

or returned volunteers are estimated to be in the hundreds of thousands. 

Did 50 Farm Bureau Members Participate in Outreach and Other Events? 

> Of the 89 volunteers who participated in CNF A's Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project 
year, 40 were Farm Bureau members. Each Farm Bureau volunteer made home-town presentations 
and participated in local Farm Bureau programs. Many were written about in their local newspapers. 

Were Eight Farm Bureau Meetings Organized? 

> August 5, 1997 Indiana Farm Bureau Indianapolis 
> June 20, 1997 Iowa Farm Bureau Des Moines 
> May 6, 1997 Illinois Farm Bureau Bloomington 
> April 14, 1997 AFBF Women's .Committee Annual Meeting Washington, D.C. 
> February 21, 1997 Kansas Farm Bureau Young Farmers Meeting Hutchinson 
> February 20, 1997 - North Carolina Farm Bureau Raleigh 
> January 5-7, 1997 American Farm Bureau Federation Anl. Mtg. Nashville 
> December 10, 1996 Wisconsin Farm Bureau Milwaukee 
> Decem her 4 1996 Oregon Farm Bureau Ashland 

Did 20 County Farm Bureaus, Women's and Young Farmers' Groups, and Civic Groups Host AFBF Leaders 
to Make Presentations on International Development Activities? 

> Some 35 diverse groups hosted presentations by CNFA volunteers, including groups like the 
Grassworks Association in Stevens Point, Indiana, the Chikasaw County (Iowa) Crop Improvement 
Association, and the Chapel Rock Christian Church. 
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Did the Workshops, Presentations, and Development Education Materials Influence Attitudes Regarding 
International Development Assistance? 

> During the first half of the project, 73 percent of workshop attendees rated the innovative CNF A 
slide show as very good or excellent in "highlighting the U.S. stake in global development;" 82 
percent indicated the panel discussions members did an excellent or very good job in "reviewing 
their assignments and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home;"and 74 percent of survey 
respondents, in an open-ended question, identified at least one lesson relating to global development 
learned from the workshops. 

> In the project's second half, 86 percent considered the overall program of value; 96 percent said 
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau; 90 percent 
responded favorably to the question, "Do you think your attitude, awareness or understanding about 
economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this program;" and 91 
percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming 
operation. On the question of whether development education program should be continued, 71 
percent said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded. 

GOAL2 

Design, Create, and Distribute Resources for Workshops and Presentations by Farm Bureau 
Members to Be Effective in Explaining the Impact of International Development. 

Did the Partnership Produce a Video Documentary on AFBF Members Working in the NIS? 

> Two videos promote understanding of international activities. 
> A planned, third "video news release" was not produced after a trip to Ukraine to film the grand 

opening of a women's-owned cannery was canceled due to political uncertainties. Instead, the 
American Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet was written and disseminated. 

> A 15-minute video tracks the assignment of a Kansas Farm Bureau volunteer in Ukraine. 
> A three-minute video highlights Farm Bureau's participation in global development. 
> North Carolina Farm Bureau also produced a version of the video. 

Did the Partnership Create an Innovative Slide Show? 

> CNFA produced an innovative slide presentation to provide information on the U.S. role in foreign 
aid and Farm Bureau's participation in global development programs. 

Were Slide Show and Other Materials Helpful to Farm Bureau Presenters? 

> According to the evaluations completed by workshop attendees and informal comments from Farm 
Bureau members, the slide presentation increased awareness of: (I) the extent of Farm Bureau's 
participation in development, and (2) the importance of international development to the United States. 
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Did the Partnership Create an Internet Home Page, Put ,it On-line, Link it with the AFBF Home Page, and 
Announce it at the AFBF Annual Meeting? 

> The CNFA home page is on-line (http://www.cnfa.com) and providing information on development 
education opportunities to participate in the CNF A volunteer program. The webpage is currently being 
upgraded to make the site more visually appealing, informative and user friendly. Targeted for 
completion in October 1997, the upgrade should enhance CNF A's development education efforts. 

> The site is linked with the Farm Bureau Internet site (http://www.fb.com). 
> CNF A announced the home page during the Farm Bureau annual meeting in Nashville. 

Does the Home Page Include Information on Program Impact and Opportunities in Other Programs? 

> The web site main page describes CNF A's key programs: (1) Agribusiness Partnerships Program; (2) 
Agribusiness Volunteer Program; (3) Development Education; (4) Corporate Sponsor Program; (5) 
Agribusiness Alliance; and (6) Ukrainian Agricultural Development Company. 

> A "What's New" page has information about new publications and upcoming CNFA events. 
> Other sites on the CNFA home page include a newsroom; information on getting involved in the farmer-

to- farmer program; and a link with the USAID web site which enables farmers and others to learn more 
about international development. 

Did the Partnership's Media Strategy Include Six Video News Relerues? 

> The partnership produced six radio news releases via the AFBF News/ine-a daily broadcast news service 
that provides stories to hundreds of radio stations. The partnership did not produce a video news release. 

Did the Strategy Generate Articles and Editorial Pieces in Leading Local Papers Nationwide? 

> At least 53 articles on volunteer activities and the CNF A-Farm Bureau program appeared in newspapers, 
magazines and trade publications. 

> 10 radio interviews were conducted with CNF A presenters in the second half of the project. 
> Six radio stories on Farm Bureau's News/ine were distributed nationwide to farm radio stations. 

GOAL3 

Identify opportunities for Fann Bureau members to get involved in development activities in other 
countries. 

How Many Opportunities Did the Partnership Identify for U.S. Farmers to Participate in Development Activities? 

> During the project year, 40 Farm Bureau members participated in development activities. 
> CNFA-AFBF's video highlighted opportunities for farmers to participate. 
> The CNF A website provided information on upcoming assignments and applications. 
> The slide show and presentation included information on volunteering. 
> CNF A's bi-monthly newsletter outlines assignments and asks for suggestions of potential volunteers. 
> A specialized quarterly newsletter is targeted to former and potential volunteers. 
> CNF A managed a booth at the 1997 Farm Bureau annual meeting to answer questions about development 

programs and volunteer assignments. It will do so again in 1998. 
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How Many AFBF Members and Others in the Agriculture Community Approached the Partnership to Learn 
More about International Development Programs? 

> The CNFA Agribusiness Volunteer Program's database now has more than 950 names that serve as 
its pool of potential volunteers. At least 300 American farmers and ranchers have contacted CNF A 
and/or the Farm Bureau directly to learn more about international development programs. 

> 75 people asked for volunteer applications to be considered for an overseas assignment at the CNF A 
booth during the AFBF trade show in Nashville. 

> An average of25 Farm Bureau members requested applications at each state Farm Bureau workshop 
(Oregon, Wisconsin, and Kansas, North Carolina, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Washington, D.C). 
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Findings, Lessons Learned and Conclusions 

1. Despite many years of formal development education outreach undertaken by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and informal efforts undertaken by farmer organizations, commodity groups 
and agricultural trade associations to explain development and trade linkages, the job is not complete. 
Much of American agriculture's leadership understand development and foreign policy issues and their 
importance to the United States generally and to American farmers in particular. Widespread interest in 
the subjects discussed in this project, feedback culled from the workshops and requests for further 
information, however, suggest that more, not less needs to be done to continue the job of creating 
awareness and expanding the understanding not only among farmers, but among Americans in general, 
as well, of development issues. 

2. Formal evaluations can be a critically important tool in ensuring that messages are both developed and 
delivered effectively. Mid-way through the project, we evaluated our evaluation form and decided to 
revise it to give a more accurate, reflective reading of our primary target audience. While this was done 
relatively late in the project, since many of the workshop and presentation events had already been 
completed, we were able to modify the format of some ofour later workshops (video presentation versus 
slides, for example) to be more effective. As important, however, has been the anecdotal feedback. We 
have fielded many telephone calls, "lobby" conversations and the like about the subject matter of the 
programs. This feedback, too, was taken into account as we continued, virtually until the last day of the 
project, to refine our message and approach. In the end, we believe this resulted in giving more 
sustainability to the objectives of this project. 

3. In a similar vein, such changes made during the project demonstrate how difficult it is to plan far in 
advance of the project's undertaking, given the proposal development and approval process. This is 
particularly problematic for CNF A as it interacts with its key constituency-the private business sector. 
Most companies and their trade associations are simply not equipped or prepared to make such long range 
commitments, as required to prepare development education proposals. Nonetheless, CNFA believes it 
has the responsibility to address development concerns in the course of its regular work. To the extent 
it can, it will continue to do so. However, we appreeiate USAID's flexibility, as demonstrated in thisjust
ended project to make some adjustments throughout the project. With that spirit, we believe the 
development education program will continue to achieve one of its most important goals of broadening 
its reach to new audiences with meaningful messages about global-local links. 

4. One of the means, thanks to USAID's support, by which we responded to the feedback, was to upgrade 
CNFA's website as a development education tool. We think the changes to the site, still under 
construction, will be to make it more inviting, user-friendly and infonrtative. The upgrade clearly will 
strengthen and sustain CNF A's development education efforts. Without support from USAID, the changes 
would not have occurred. 

5. A pleasant, but unexpected surprise that occurred late in the project was an inquiry from the Journal of 
Commerce, a U.S. circulated trade newspaper owned by the British weekly magazine, The Economist. 
A visit to Journal of Commerce headquarters opened a dialogue that is expected to result in a joint 

· CNF A-Journal of Commerce conference on development and trade issues in 1998. This is likely to be 
the first of several such conferences. Clearly, the Journal of Commerce's interest reflects the strength of 
the development-trade link. With a little help from Biden-Pell, CNFA's has increased its capacity to 
sustain such efforts long beyond the term of the project grant. 
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6. While guidelines and restrictions on the development education program have become considerably more 
strict over the years, which conceptually at least limits much flexibility in the projects once they are 
underway, we were pleased that USAID permitted CNFA to make several changes which we believe 
materially enhanced the outcome of our activities. For example, part of this project involved producing 
a video news release of the grand opening ofa women's-owned cannery in L'viv, Ukraine in August 1997. 
When political uncertainties forced the cancellation of the trip, this project was left with a vacuum to fill 
with regard to that particular activity. In consultation with USAID, we decided to develop a booklet 
aimed principally at farmers, but the larger public as well, that described the global-local links of 
American agriculture and emerging economies. Ultimately, we believe the trip's cancellation was 
fortuitous, because the booklet is likely to have a far-longer impact than a video news release, which was 
problematic from the start, since there were no guarantees that it would be picked up by news stations 
and broadcast at all. In contrast, the booklet is being disseminated to some 10,000 recipients. Since it was 
first mailed in August 1997, requests for additional copies have been numerous. See attached list. 

7: We believe there are numerous reasons behind the immediate success of the American Farmers' 
Partnership in the World booklet. Clearly, the content was paramount. Successfully creating and 
conveying the message required not only an intimate understanding of the audience, but of current trade 
and development issues. No less important, was the booklet's style. Its color, dimensions, number of 
pages, typeface, etc. all contributed to making the publication a "readable" piece. At CNF A we hope to 
build on this lesson, as we produce future documents and publications. 

8. The personal and professional relationships established between the Fann Bureau and Citizens Network 
during throughout the Biden-Pell project has been immeasurable. For example, the Farm Bureau 
continues to serve as CNF A's website host server at its expense. It is distributing copies of the American 
Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet and responding to requests about it. And, it has invited 
CNF A to lead a 90-minute session and its annual meeting in January 1998 on development and the 
farmer-to-farmer program. It is highly unlikely that such a warm extension to participate would have 
been made without the Biden-Pell impetus. CNFA also intends to man a booth over the three-day trade 
show held in conjunction with the annual meeting. 

9. One of the rewards of this project and its sister fanner-to-fanner program, is the continuation of activities 
by volunteers once they have returned from an overseas assignment under CNF A's Agribusiness 
Volunteer Program. Driven initially by this development education project, in which volunteers speak 
before Fann Bureau audiences about their experience, many have continued making such presentations 
without CNF A's encouragement. In one case, a returned volunteer established her own Internet home 
page on Central Asia. 

10. In addition to the various mediums of outreach promised under this project, at its initiative, CNF A for 
the first time in a number of years dedicated a page in its annual report to development education. The 
report was distributed to some 1,500 company, government, academic, civic and association leaders 
around the world. An additional 1,500 are being distributed throughout the year. The page is attached. 

11. Piggy-backing on planned meetings and program.s was an excellent vehicle to explain the issues of 
development. Rather than hosting or organizing an independent program, in the case of the Fann Bureau 
project its leaders gave credibility to the undertaking. Future success will clearly be tied to the 
acceptance and commitment of Fann Bureau leaders to continue the type of development education 
begun under this project. We believe the Biden-Pell provided the impetus for this to happen. 
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Impact on Project's Audience 

(Selected Comments from Evaluation Questionnaires) 

What is the most important insight(s) you gained from this workshop? 

> Plight of foreign countries. 
> Russia is definitely from the old times. We need to help them so we can create new markets. 
> A new awareness of the needs in Russia and other areas of our world. 
> The difference in our countries. 
> All people are basically the same. 
> We still have a problem with helping other countries when so many people in our 

own need help. Will they eventually take away some of our markets by using our 
technology? 

> More information was given than at other times. 
> The importance of helping our neighbors around the world. 
> How important it is for the foreign farmers to gain their independence. 
> The importance of establishing grass roots farm organizations in developing democracies. 

The 
Farm Bureau can provide a tremendous amount of input into this effort. 

> How much work needs to be done! 
> Knowledge of our neighbors in world'markets. 
> Very good workshop for helping .other people in the world. 
> Information. 
> Realizing that problems in Russia need to be addressed for the sake of our country and the 

world. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar 
workshops? 

> More structured, more visual, maps. 
> Allow more time for presentation-speakers were rushed. 
> Very good. 
> To continue the good that is done. 
> Make more Farm Bureau members aware 9fthis program. 
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Selected Project Materials and Media Stories 

Project Materials 

Booklet-American Farmers Partnership with the World 
Letters Accompanying Booklet Dissemination 
Dissemination List 
Internet Home Page 
Video (2)-See Mid-Year Report 
Slide Presentation-See Mid-Year Report 

Press Releases 
To Local Press-CNFA Volunteers 

Media Stories 
Volunteer and CNFA News Stories 

Annual Report 
Development Education Section--CNF A 1996-97 Annual Report 

Evaluation 
Revised Evaluation Form 
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Executive Summary 

Leaders of American fanner organizations believe international development positively impacts upon the 
United States politically and economically. For agriculture, the impact is particularly compelling given the 
relationship between development and future export markets. However, at the rank and file farmer 
level-even after some 15 years of Biden-Pell efforts to expand awareness and understanding-there 
continues to be pockets of suspicion that foreign assistance is not very relevant to their lives, or worse, it 
does more to create competitors than customers. Clearly attitudes are improving, as we have found in 
carrying out this project. We believe the Citizens Network-Fann Bureau partnership embodied the credibility 
and integrity to make the project work. The use aftntemet technologies, as well as traditional fonns of video, 
written and oral communications, and interactive workshops, used to convey our messages have had a 
positive, lasting impact. 

The bottom line is this: ( 1) farmers and gatekeepers to farmers in their media and leadership organizations 
learned about development in more creative and interesting ways than they would have otherwise, which 
we believe, in tum, led to better retention of the issues and ideas discussed; (2) CNFA has additional tools 
to continue the activities begun under this project longer and more pennanently than it would have without 
the development education funds; and perhaps most importantly, (3) Fann Bureau strengthened and grew 
its commitment as a development educator. Given the size, prominence and influence of Fann Bureau, this 
has been a meaningful addition to the development education field, not to mention being a significant feat 
for which CNF A is proud to have played a part. 

That the Farm Bureau has invited CNF A to lead a 90-minute program at its annual meeting in January 1998 
is testament to the success of this effort and its sustainability. Tiuough a series of workshops, media 
outreach, dissemination of American Farmers' Partnership with the World (a booklet about the links between 
development, trade and American agriculture), and video presentations, hundreds of thousands of farmers, 
students and the general public-far more than called for or expected under the original tenns of the 
project-have been reached. 

As expected, this approach embraced the credibility that only a fellow-farmer from a home state or town 
could offer. The project mobilized more than 40 Farm Bureau members who have participated in the Citizens 
Network farmer-to-farmer Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project year to relate their story to 
their colleagues. Numerous articles have appeared in print, and several radio interviews were broadcast. In 
all, more than 15,000 U.S. farmers and ranchers were directly reached nationwide in Fann Bureau-CNF A 
sponsored programs through nine workshops and at least 25 presentations. Approximately 10,000 additional 
farmers; primary, secondary and university educators and students; print and broadcast farm media; local 
and regional agricultural associ!ltions; and civic organizations and other public institutions via the World 
Food Day Committee were sent the American Farmers Partnership with the World booklet. The project also 
produced two videos and a slide presentation for use at workshops, and an Internet website devoted largely 
to development education. 

While the full impact of the American Farmers Partne.rship with the World booklet will not be known for 
some time since it was disseminated quite late in the project, the initial response has been positive. Requests 
from media, universities, state Fann Bureaus and federal agencies have been fielded almost daily for 
additional copies of the booklet to further disseminate or for help on how to convey the messages of the 
booklet more broadly. Noteworthy is the fact that the World Food Day Committee asked to disseminate 
about 1,000 of the booklets and the Future Farmers of America will send some 1,200 the booklets to its 
member-chapters. 
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A request from the president of the Mississippi Fann Bureau, for example, will likely result in an on-site 
presentation by CNFA sometime in 1998. It is particularly significant, that until now, interest in these issues 
from the deep South has been sparse. Indeed, within a matter of weeks after the booklet's dissemination, 
invitations to serve on panels (including the Illinois Expo, attended by some 350,000 Illinois farmers) and 
to give speeches about the booklet's content were received. To the extent CNF A funds and time have 
permitted, we have responded affirmatively to those requests. In at least one instance, we hope to 
significantly broaden the ripple effect of the project when we man a booth at the 1998 American Farm 
Bureau's annual meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina. The booklet will be among the items distributed to 
the approximately 10,000 Fann Bureau members expected to attend. · 

A video produced by the Fann Bureau-CNF A partnership to highlight development programs was viewed 
by 8,000 farmers and ranchers at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. Eight workshops held 
at state Fann Bureau annual or other leadership meetings in Oregon, Wisconsin, Kansas, Washington, D.C., 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and North Carolina brought information on international development directly to more 
than 1,000 Fann Bureau leaders. Thousands more farmers, agribusiness professionals and the general public 
learned about development through print and broadcast media stories and the dissemination of literature. 

About 200 Farm Bureau members viewed the full 20-minute video and talked with CNF A staff at the Farm 
Bureau's 1997 annual trade show in Nashville. The short three-minute version of the video was viewed by 
some 11,000 Farm Bureau members who attended the main session. In addition to 30 national agriculture 
reporters who covered a joint press conference with Fann Bureau President Dean Kleckner, an estimated 
20,000 people in the agriculture community were reached through 14 articles in local newspapers and 
c~verage on local farm radio stations in the latter workshop roundtables. 

Evaluations completed by the target audience consistently showed the project was achieving its goal of 
increasing farmers' awareness of international development issues. Overwhelmingly, those attending the 
workshops said the CNF A-Fann Bureau Fanner-to-Fanner partnership should continue. It was also clear 
from both the evaluation form responses and the hand-written comments on the evaluations sheets that those 
attending believed development education is of value and should continue to be a Farm Bureau priority. 

Evaluation surveys (modified in April) were administered at each Farm Bureau program. In the first six, · 
months 73 percent of program attendees rated the innovative CNFA slide show as very good or excellent in 
highlighting the U.S. stake in global development and Farm Bureau's role in development programs; 82 
percent indicated that Fann Bureau panelists did an excellent or very good job in reviewing their assignments 
and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home. In an open-ended survey question, 74 percent of survey 
respondents identified at least one lesson relating to global development learned from the workshops. 

The evaluation was redesigned in the latter pa.rt of the project in an effort to get more precise feedback. 
Regarding questions about the value of the program, 86 percent responded favorably. Asked whether the 
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Farm Bureau, a whopping 96 percent 
indicated their support. In response to the most important question, Do you think your attitude, awareness 
or understanding about economic development in trm;sitional economies has changed as a result of this 
program, 90 percent responded by circling four's and five's on the five-point scale, five being high. Likewise, 
91 percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular farming 
operation. On the question of whether the development education program should be continued, 71 percent 
said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded. 
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Results 

GOAL1 

Increase Awareness and Support Throughout the Agricultural Community of International 
Development Programs. 

Did the Partnership Bring Information to 15,000 U.S. Farmers and Ranchers? 

> 8,000 AFBF members viewed the CNFA-:AFBF video on international development partnerships 
at the AFBF annual meeting in Nashville. 

> 1,050 Farm Bureau leaders attended workshops at state Farm Bureau meetings. 
> At least 500 farmers viewed the video at presentations at other state and county-level Fann Bureau 

meetings nationwide. 
> Presentations by Farm Bureau volunteers wer:e made before some 1,500 members in their local 

communities. 
> Approximately 10,000 fanners and others concerned with American agriculture are receiving a copy 

of American Farmers' Partnership with the World. 
> Readers and listeners of print and broadcast media stories on the CNF A-Fann Bureau workshops 

or returned volunteers are estimated to be in the hundreds of thousands. 

Did 50 Farm Bureau Members Participate in Outreach and Other Events? 

> Of the 89 volunteers who participated in CNF A's Agribusiness Volunteer Program during the project 
year, 40 were Farm Bureau members. Each Farm Bureau volunteer made home-town presentations 
and participated in local Farm Bureau programs. Many were written about in their local newspapers. 

Were Eight Farm Bureau Meetings Organized? 

> August 5, 1997 
> June 20, 1997 
> May6, 1997 
> April 14, 1997 
> February 21, 1997 
> February 20, 1997 
> January5-7, 1997 
> December 10, 1996 
> December 4 1996 

Indiana Farm Bureau 
Iowa Farm Bureau 
Illinois Fann Bureau 
AFBF Women's .Committee Annual Meeting 
Kansas Fann Bureau Young Fanners Meeting 
North Carolina Farm Bureau 
American Farm Bureau Federation Anl. Mtg. 
Wisconsin Fann Bureau 
Oregon Farm Bureau 

Indianapolis 
Des Moines 
Bloomington 
Washington, D.C. 
Hutchinson 
Raleigh 
Nashville 
Milwaukee 
Ashland 

Did 20 Cowity Farm Bureaus, Women's and Yowig Farmers' Groups, and Civic Groups Host AFBF Leaders 
to Make Presentations on International Development Activities? 

> Some 35 diverse groups hosted presentations by CNFA volunteers, including groups like the 
Grassworks Association in Stevens Point, Indiana, the Chikasaw County (Iowa) Crop Improvement 
Association, and the Chapel Rock Christian Church. 
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Did the Workshops, Presentations, and Development Education Materials Influence Attitudes Regarding 
International Development Assistance? 

> During the first half of the project, 73 percent of workshop attendees rated the innovative CNF A 
slide show as very good or excellent in "highlighting the U.S. stake in global development;" 82 
percent indicated the panel discussions members did an excellent or very good job in "reviewing 
their assignments and the impact on agriculture abroad and at home;"and 74 percent of survey 
respondents, in an open-ended question, identified at least one lesson relating to global development 
learned from the workshops. 

> In the project's second half, 86 percent considered the overall program of value; 96 percent said 
development education program was a worthwhile activity for the Fann Bureau; 90 percent 
responded favorably to the question, "Do you think your attitude, awareness or understanding about 
economic development in transitional economies has changed as a result of this program;" and 91 
percent responded affirmatively that economic development was relevant to their particular fanning 
operation. On the question of whether development education program should be continued, 71 
percent said it should be continued; 29 percent said it should be expanded. 

GOAL2 

Design, Create, and Distribute Resources for Workshops and Presentations by Fann Bureau 
Members to Be Effective In Explaining the Impact of International Development. 

Did the Partnership Produce a Video Documentary on AFBF Members Working in the NIS? 

> Two videos promote understanding of international activities. 
> A planned, third "video news release" was not produced after a trip to Ukraine to film the grand 

opening of a women's-owned cannery was canceled due to political uncertainties. Instead, the 
American Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet was Mitten and disseminated. 

> A 15-minute video tracks the assignment of a Kansas Farm Bureau volunteer in Ukraine. 
> A three-minute video highlights Fann Bureau's participation in global development. 
> North Carolina Fann Bureau also produced a version of the video. 

Did the Partnership Create an Innovative Slide $how? 

> CNFA produced an innovative slide presentation to provide information on the U.S. role in foreign 
aid and Fann Bureau's participation in global development programs. 

Were Slide Show and Other Materials Helpful to Farm Bureau Presenters? 

> According to the evaluations completed by workshop attendees and infonnal comments from Fann 
Bureau members, the slide presentation increased awareness of: (1) the extent of Fann Bureau's 
participation in development, and (2) the importance of international development to the United States. 
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Did the Partnership Create an Internet Home Page, Put it On-line, Link it with the AFBF Home Page, and 
AnnoW?ce it at the AFBF Annual Meeting? · 

> The CNF A home page is on-line (http://www.cnfa.com) and providing information on development 
education opportunities to participate in the CNF A volunteer program. The webpage is currently being 
upgraded to make the site more visually appealing, informative and user friendly. Targeted for 
completion in October 1997, the upgrade should enhance CNF A's development education efforts. 

> The site is linked with the Fann Bureau Internet site (http://www.fb.com). 
> CNF A announced the home page during the Fann Bureau annual meeting in Nashville. 

Does the Home Page Include Information on Program Impact and Opportunities in Other Programs? 

> The web site main page descnbes CNFA's key programs: (1) Agribusiness Partnerships Program; (2) 
Agribusiness Volunteer Program; (3) Development Education; (4) Corporate Sponsor Program; (5) 
Agribusiness Alliance; and (6) Ukrainian Agricultural Development Company. 

> A "What's New" page has infonnation about new publications and upcoming CNF A events. 
> Other sites on the CNF A home page include a newsroom; infonnation on getting involved in the fanner-

to- farmer program; and a link with the USAID web site which enables farmers and others to learn more 
about international development. 

D.id the Partnership's Media Strategy Include Sb: V"uieo News Releases? 

> The partnership produced six radio news releases via the AFBF Newsline-a daily broadcast news service 
that provides stories to hundreds of radio stations. The partnership did not produce a video news release. 

Did the Strategy Generate Articles and Editorial Pieces in Leading Local Papers Nationwide? 

> At least 53 articles on volunteer activities and the CNF A-Fann Bureau program appeared in newspapers, 
magazines and trade publications. 

> l 0 radio interviews were conducted with CNF A presenters in the second half of the project 
> Six radio stories on Fann Bureau's Newsline were distributed nationwide to fann radio stations. 

GOAL3 

Identify opportunities for Fann Bureau members to get involved in development activities in other 
countries. 

How Many Opportunities Did the Partnership Identify for U.S. Farmers to Participate in Development Activities? 

> During the project year, 40 Fann Bureau members participated in development activities. 
> CNF A-AFBF's video highlighted opportunities for farmers to participate. 
> The CNF A website provided information on upcoming assignments and applications. 
> The slide show and presentation included information on volunteering. 
> CNF A's bi-monthly newsletter outlines assignments and asks for suggestions of potential volunteers. 
> A specialized quarterly newsletter is targeted to funner and potential volunteers. 
> CNF A managed a booth at the 1997 Fann Bureau annual meeting to answer questions about development 

programs and volunteer assignments. It will do so again in 1998. 
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How Many AFBF Members and Others in the Agriculture Community Approached the Partnership to Learn 
More about International Development Programs? 

> The CNFA Agribusiness Volunteer Program's database now has more than 950 names that serve as 
its pool of potential volunteers. At least 300 American farmers and ranchers have contacted CNFA 
and/or the Fann Bureau directly to learn more about international development programs. 

> 75 people asked for volunteer applications to be considered for an overseas assignment at the CNF A 
booth during the AFBF trade show in Nashville. 

> An average of25 Farm Bureau members requested applications at each state Fann Bureau workshop 
(Oregon, Wisconsin, and Kansas, North Carolina, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Washington, D.C). 
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Findings, Lessons Learned and Conclusions 

1. Despite many years of formal development education outreach undertaken by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and informal efforts undertaken by famter organizations, commodity groups 
and agricultural trade associations to explain development and trade linkages, the job is not complete. 
Much of American agriculture's leadership understand development and foreign policy issues and their 
importance to the United States generally and to American farmers in particular. Widespread interest in 
the subjects discussed in this project, feedback culled from the workshops and requests for further 
information, however, suggest that more, not less needs to be done to continue the job of creating 
awareness and expanding the understanding IlQ.t only among farmers, but among Americans in general, 
as well, of development issues. 

2. Formal evaluations can be a critically important tool in ensuring that messages are both developed and 
delivered effectively. Mid-way through the project, we evaluated our evaluation form and decided to 
revise it to give a more accurate, reflective reading of our primary target audience. While this was done 
relatively late in the project, since many of the workshop and presentation events had already been 
completed, we were able to modify the format of some of our later workshops (video presentation versus 
slides, for example) to be more effective. As important, ho\vever, has been the anecdotal feedback. We 
have fielded many telephone calls, "lobby" conversations and the like about the subject matter of the 
programs. This feedback, too, was taken into account as we continued, virtually until the last day of the 
project, to refine our message and approach. In the end, we believe this resulted in giving more 
sustainability to the objectives of this project. 

3. In a similar vein, such changes made during the project demonstrate how difficult it is to plan far in 
advance of the project's undertaking, given the proposal development and approval process. This is 
particularly problematic for CNFA as it interacts with its key constituency-the private business sector. 
Most companies and their trade associations are simply not equipped or prepared to make such long range 
commitments, as required to prepare development education proposals. Nonetheless, CNF A believes it 
has the responsibility to address development concerns in the course of its regular work. To the extent 
it can, it will continue to do so. However, we appretiate USAID's flexibility, as demonstrated in thisjust
ended project to make some adjustments throughout the project. With that spirit, we believe the 
development education program will continue to achieve one of its most important goals of broadening 
its reach to new audiences with meaningful messages about global-local links. 

4. One of the means, thanks to USAID's support, by which we responded to the feedback, was to upgrade 
CNFA's website as a development education tool. We think the changes to the site, still under 
construction, will be to make it more inviting, user-friendly and infonrtative. The upgrade clearly will 
strengthen and sustain CNF A's development education efforts. Without support from USAID, the changes 
would not have occurred. 

S. A pleasant, but unexpected surprise that occurred late in the project was an inquiry from the Journal of 
Commerce, a U.S. circulated trade newspaper owned by the British weekly magazine, The Economist. 
A visit to Journal of Commerce headquarters opened a dialogue that is expected to result in a joint 

· CNFA-Joumal of Commerce conference on development and trade issues in 1998. This is likely to be 
the first of several such conferences. Clearly, the Journal of Commerce's interest reflects the strength of 
the development-trade link. With a little help from Biden-Pell, CNFA's has increased its capacity to 
sustain such efforts long beyond the term of the project grant. 
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6. While guidelines and restrictions on the development education program have become considerably more 
strict over the years, which conceptually at least limits much flexibility in the projects once they are 
underway, we were pleased that USAID pennitted CNFA to make several changes which we believe 
materially enhanced the outcome of our activities. For example, part of this project involved producing 
a video news release of the grand opening ofa women's-owned cannery in L'viv, Ukraine in August 1997. 
When political uncertainties forced the cancellation of the trip, this project was left with a vacuum to fill 
with regard to that particular activity. In consultation with USAID, we decided to develop a booklet 
aimed principally at fanners, but the larger public as well, that described the global-local links of 
American agriculture and emerging economies. Ultimately, we believe the trip's cancellation was 
fortuitous, because the booklet is likely to have a far-longer impact than a video news release, which was 
problematic from the start, since there were n~ guarantees that it would be picked up by news stations 
and broadcast at all. In contrast, the booklet is being disseminated to some 10,000 recipients. Since it was 
first mailed in August 1997, requests for additional copies have been numerous. See attached list. 

1: We believe there are numerous reasons behind the immediate success of the American Farmers' 
Partnership in ·the World booklet. Clearly, the content was paramount. Successfully creating and 
conveying the message required not only an intiinate understanding of the audience, but of current trade 
and development issues. No less important, was the booklet's style. Its color, dimensions, number of 
pages, typeface, etc. all contributed to making the publication a "readable" piece. At CNF A we hope to 
build on this lesson, as we produce future documents and publications. 

8. The personal and professional relationships established between the Fann Bureau and Citizens Network 
during throughout the Biden-Pell project has been immeasurable. For example, the Farm Bureau 
continues to serve as CNF A's website host server at its expense. It is distributing copies of the American 
Farmers' Partnership with the World booklet and responding to requests about it. And, it has invited 
CNF A to lead a 90-minute session and its annual meeting in January 1998 on development and the 
farmer-to-fanner program. It is highly unlikely that such a wann extension to participate would have 
been made without the Biden-Pell impetus. CNFA also intends to man a booth over the three-day trade 
show held in conjunction with the annual me~ting. 

9. One of the rewards of this project and its sister farmer-to-fanner program, is the continuation of activities 
by volunteers once they have returned from an overseas assignment under CNFA's Agribusiness 
Volunteer Program. Driven initially by this development education project, in which volunteers speak. 

· before Fann Bureau audiences about their experience, many have continued making such presentations 
without CNFA's encouragement. In one case, a returned volunteer established her own Internet home. 
page on Central Asia. 

10. In addition to the various mediums of outreach promised under this project, at its initiative, CNF A for 
the first time in a number of years dedicated a page in its annual report to development education. The 
report was distributed to some 1,500 company, government, academic, civic and association leaders 
around the world. An additional 1 ;500 are being distributed throughout the year. The page is attached. 

11. Piggy-backing on planned meetings and program;S was an excellent vehicle to explain the issues of 
development. Rather than hosting or organizing an independent program, in the case of the Fann Bureau 
project its leaders gave credibility to the undertaking. Future success will clearly be tied to the 
acceptance and commibnent of Fann Bureau leaders to continue the type of development education 
begun under this project. We believe the Biden-Pell provided the impetus for this to happen. 

8 



Impact on Project's Audience 

(Selected Comments from Evaluation Questionnaires) 

What is the most important insight(s) you gained from this workshop? 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

> 
> 
> 
> 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

Plight of foreign countries. 
Russia is definitely from the old times. We need to help them so we can create new markets. 
A new awareness of the needs in Russia and other areas of our world. 
The di:ff erence in our countries. 
All people are basically the same. 
We still have a problem with helping other countries when so many people in our 

own need help. Will they eventually talce away some of our markets by using our 
technology? 

More information was given than at other times. 
The importance of helping our neighbors around the world. 
How important it is for the foreign farmers to gain their independence. 
The importance of establishing grass roots farm organizations in developing democracies. 
The 

Fann Bureau can provide a tremendous amount of input into this effort. 
How much work needs to be done! 
Knowledge of our neighbors in world··markets. 
Very good workshop for helping .other people in the world. 
Information. 
Realizing that problems in Russia need to be addressed for the sake of our country and the 

world. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar 
workshops? 

> More structured, more visual, maps. 
> Allow more time for presentation-speakers were rushed. 
> Very good. 
> To continue the good that is done. 
> Make more Fann Bureau members aware <;>f this program. 

9 



' .. 

Selected Project Materials and Media Stories 

Project Materials 

Book.let-American Fanners Partnership with the World 
Letters Accompanying Book.let Dissemination 
Dissemination List 
Internet Home Page 
Video (2)---See Mid-Year1report 
Slide Presentation-See .Mid-Year Report 

Press Releases 
To Local Press - CNF A Volunteers 

Media Stories 
Volunteer and CNF A News Stories 

Annual Report 
Development Education Section--CNF A 1996-97 Annual Report 

Evaluation 
Revised Evaluation Form 
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Wallace J. Campbell 
John J. Cavanaugh 
Andrew J. Goodpaster 
Leonard H. Marks 
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John H. Costello 

Counsel 
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Honorary Adviso~ 
Joseph W. Barr 
Charles F. Brannan 
Harold Brown 
Earl L. Bull 
Frederick B. Dent 
C. Douglas Dillon 
Orville l. Freeman 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
Clifford M. Hardin 
Henry A. Kissinger 
G. William Miller 
David Rockefeller, Jr. 
Donald H. Rumsleld 
George P. Shultz 
Cyrus Vance 

THE 
CITIZENS 
NETWORK 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS INC 

August 13, 1 997 

Enclosed is a copy of American Farmers' Partnership with the World. This booklet was 
prepared under a grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development to build 
awareness and understanding among Americans about the links between U.S. farmers 
and their counterparts in countries with emerging economies. It also is about the role 
international economic development plays in building future markets. 

American Farmers' Partnership with the World provides you with infonnation on: 

> The current economic and social situation in developing countries. 

> Why economic development is vital to the American agriculture and the economy 
overall, as today's transitional economies and new democracies are certain to 
become tomorrow's growth markets for U.S. goods. 

Globalization, and why it is an effective weapon against poverty in developing 
countries, and a safeguard against political instability. 

U.S. agriculture's role in development and why farm leaders want to help new 
democracies and emerging economies. 

We think this is an important story--one that is global in scope, but whose face is local. 
If you are interested in doing a story with a local peg, we can put you in touch with one 
of our more than 400 volunteers from across the United States who have participated in 
short-term technical assistance assignments overseas working with their counterparts in 
the former Soviet Union and Southern Africa. Additional information about the program 
also is available. 

Enclosure 

Moscow, Russia 
Moscow 119285, Russia 
4 ulitsa Pudovkina 
tel [7 0951143 09 25 
fax [7 0951 143 09 9B 
Combellga (7 5021221 62 34 
E-mail moscow@cnla.msk.ru 

Director, Public Outreach 

Kiev, Ukraine 
Kiev 25015. Ukraine 
5th Floor 
26 blvd. L Ukrainka 
Kiev-133 
tel [380 441295 1312: 294 7961; 294 9071 
fax [360 441 295 3055 
E-mail kiev@cnfa-kiev.org 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
78 Pushkin Street 
Biskek 72000 Kyrgyzstan 
tel/lax 17 3312122 15 91 
E-mail tomcnfa@imfiko.bishkek.su 

The Citizens Network for Foreign Allairs is a rion-prorit, tax exempt 501 (c)(3) corporation. 

Chisinau, Moldova 
121/A, 31 August str. 
277012, Chisinau, Moldova 
tel (373 21241 321 
fax [373 21243 669 
E-mail jbahensk@cnfa.moldova.su 

Harare, Zimbabwe 
62 Livingstone Avenue 
Box CH 502 
Chisipite, Harare, Zimbabwe 
lei [263 4J 735 977 
fax (253 41721 535 
E-mail mitcht©id co.zw 
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American Farmers Partnership with the World 

(Initial Dissemination and Response List) 

Group Number 

American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting (January 1998) .................. 2,500 
CNFA Key AID, USDA, World Bank and Related Contacts ........................... 50 
CNFA Agribusiness Volunteers ................................................. 917 
Colleges of Agriculture and Renewable Resources ................................... 50 
Colleges of Agriculture at Land Grant Universities (Deans) ............................ 50 
N·ational Media .............................................................. 156 
State Farm Bureaus ........................................................... 50 
State Agriculture and FF A Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
State Departments of Agriculture ................................................ 50 
State Agriculture Leadership Programs ............................................ 50 
State 4-H Programs ........................................................... 50 
State Agriculture in the Classroom Programs ...................................... 100 
U.S. Farm Media .......................................................... 1,260 
World Wide Web Posting ................................ Number of hits not yet known 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (requested) ....................................... 100 
World Food Day (agriculture, ci vie, and public institutions) (requested) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 
Future Farmers of America (requested) ......................................... 1,200 
Blue Max Horticultural Consulting (requested) ...................................... 10 
University of Kentucky (requested) ............................................... 10 
Stephen F. Austin State University (requested . ~ .................................... 60 
Western Kentucky University (requested) .......................................... 60 
University of Illinois (requested) ......... ~ ....................................... 30 
Utah Farm Bureau .......................................... Request for an interview 
Union County (Clayton, New Mexico) Leader .................... Request for an interview 
Mississippi Farm Bureau .................................... Request for presentation 
Future of World Food-Farm Progress Show (250,000 attendance) Request for presentation 





"More than any government program, 

more than any aid agency or any international bank, 

the rapid spread of free trade, free markets 

and investment across borders 

by private companies and individual investors

a phenomenon economists are calling 

globalization-is proving to be 

an effective weapon against poverty 

in many nations around the world 

and, in some places, arguably the most 

effective anti-poverty measure ever known. 

The result has been an unprecedented 

flow of money from rich to poor nations. 

In 1995 alone, the flow of private capital 

into the third world totaled $170 billion, 

a 200 percent increase over 1990." 

The Washington Post 

This publication was made possible through support 
provided by the BHRIPVC, Bureau of Humanitarian 
Response, U.S. Agency for International Development, 
in partnership with the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, under the terms of grant number FA0-
0230-A-00-6013-00. The opinions expressed herein are 
those of The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs and 
do rwt necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development. 



American Farmers' 
Partnership 
with the World 

Globalization Begins at Home 

Mention the phrase "foreign policy" 
and the typical response from most 
Americans is likely to be a blank look 

Take that a step further and ask what they 
think of U.S. foreign aid and the response 
might well evoke a strong opinion or two 
about how the United States is wrongly 
spending taxpayers' hard-earned dollars. 

Farmers, however, know that those 
perceptions are not only incorrect, they 
are dangerous. They know that no other 
industry has benefitted more from or 
contributed as much to an open world 
trading system than agriculture. In this 
regard U.S. Secretary of State Madeline K. 
Albright has it right when she says "foreign 
policy matters." 

Without the aggressive U.S. foreign 
policy and aid programs of the last half 
century that have encouraged economic 
development and improved the quality of 
life in developing countries, many of today's 
most important markets for American 
agriculture and food exports would simply 
not exist. Foreign aid is only 1 percent of 
the federal budget, but "that 1 percent may 
well determine 50 percent of the history 
that's written about our era," Albright says. 



Since the end of World War II, U.S. 
economic aid has helped create markets 
that today are thriving in places like South 
Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Likewise, in 
the 1990s, countries like Ukraine, Romania, 
Vietnam and even China offer opportunities 
for soaring economic growth, which in tum, 
can be expected to provide markets for U.S. 
farm goods well into the next century. 

Clearly, much needs to be done before 
farmers and agribusinesses can take 
advantage of these opportunities. For newly 
democratic countries, the rule of law needs 
to be established, land ownership must be 
codified and credit should be widely 
available. Foreign economic assistance is 
one of the best catalysts for advancing 
these changes. 

Foreign Assistance 
in the Post Cold War Era 

The end of the Cold War and dismantling 
of state-managed economies across the 
globe have ushered in a new era of 
democratic regimes and economic 
expansion-one based less on government 
intervention and more on the marketplace. 
It emerged from the convergence of two 
powerful forces in the post World War II 
period: a transportation revolution that 
made the world's geographic barriers 
irrelevant and an information revolution 
(in terms of computers and other forms of 
communications) that contributed mightily 
to breaking down repressive political 
barriers. 



Wha,t i$ .. ,,Qevel'2r;lme~a.t."'''"''Skd·1'~h'''" 
and Why is lflmportanfr· 

The Congressional Budget Office 
describes development as the process 
of economic and social transforma
tion of a country from agriculture to 
industrialization and improvements 
in human welfare, such as rising 
education levels, improvements in 
health care and Uf e expectaney; 
and increases in household food 
consumption. 

Some in America believe that by · 
helping other countries deiJelop we 
are, in the long run, creating 
competitors to U.S. producers, not 
future customers. In some cases that 
may be true, but the evidence shows . 
that overwhelmingly just the opposite 
occurs, particul~r~y in agriculture. 

As economic growth leads to 
increases in per capita incomes, 
comparative advantage translates into 
higher imports from countries that 
can produce the needed foodstuffs and 
products cheaper. Recipient countries 
of foreign aid are generally predis
posed to becoming trading partners 
with those countries. In some cases, 
these partnerships can be enormously 
important, as is true for the United 
States with many countries in 
Southeast Asia, the Middle East and 
Latin America. The Los Angeles Times 
said it plainly: "Stronger economies 
overseas create new markets and 
lucrative business opportunities for 
U.S. firms. In this sense, foreign aid 
is a sound domestic investment." 



Together they have done much to 
accelerate the pace of economic growth, 
even among the world's poorest people. 
Moreover, today's market- liberalizing 
multilateral and regional trade pacts are 
doing much to ensure that future economic 
growth is widely shared by an ever
expanding middle class. The result: 
historical notions of national security and 
domestic economic well-being are 
becoming more and more intertwined. 

Few question that a strong NATO
centered security alliance is important to 
protecting the peace today. But throughout 
the world, poor and rich alike, are saying 
that a strong economy is not only as 
important to maintaining political stability, 
it may be even more so. The marketplace is 
the only road that will lead to greater 
wealth and prosperity. When the leaders of 
the world's industrial countries met in 
1997-the so-called G-7-to consider 
whether Russia should be included in the 
group, a Washington Post headline put it 
into perspective: "For Yeltsin, Business 
Prospects Outweighed NATO Threat." 

The U.S. Economy 
Depends on Development 

Investing in development and leveraging 
the creativity, energy and capital of the 
private sector increases economic 
opportunity for American workers. Many 
believe, that not doing so could lower our 
standard of living substantially. The new 
economy is global and it is competitive. 



The World's ExRanding 
Marketplace 

The U.S. economy (GNP) is more 
than $7 trillion-the largest in the 
world, but there are JO emerging 
giants which now account for 19 
percent of the world's output-China, 
Brazil, Russia, India, Mexico, 
Argentina, Indonesia, Turkey, 
Thailand and Pakistan. More 
developing countries are shifting 
priorities from preserving jobs in a 
stagnant public sector to creating jobs 
in a vibrant private sector. This shift 
is a fundamental change in the role of 
government-from owner and operator 
to policymaker and regulator. The 
trend among developing countries 
today is to establish a more inviting 
business environment, accelerate 
financial reforms, and go faster and 
farther with public enterprise reform. 

From com flakes to sneakers, emerging 
markets hold the most dynamic potential 
for growth in just about every sector of the 
U.S. economy. It is a factor of demo
graphics. The world will add an additional 
2.5 billion people by 2030. This is not a zero 
sum game; economic development will 
increase demand for U.S. products and 
provide jobs for Americans. 

In the 1980s, the world underwent 
unprecedented change. We witnessed the 
collapse of communism and the failure of 
centrally planned economies. This was 



followed in the 1990s by the dismantling of 
trade barriers, which in tum, set the stage 
for more U.S. products to be exported than 
ever before-many to new markets. The 
upshot: the free market today is in 
ascendancy and the results are striking. 

Part of this change can be attributed to 
earlier foreign assistance efforts by western 
nations, particularly by the United States, 
to create the building blocks for later 
economic development. Much of this 
development was concentrated in agricul
ture, the sector widely understood to be 
most basic to a nation's economic 
development. 

Between 1987 and 1994 tlu} number of· 
poor people in China decreased by 
more that 50 million. Today 
investment.flows into the developing 
worf,d, represent 72 percent of all 

'tfinancial .flow~~warfing aid flows 
which have fallen from 53 percent in 
1984 to 28 percent in 1995. 

SOURCE: THE WORLD BANK 
<;: <'[''}.' -, ~ 

Development Begins 
with Agriculture 

Most development experts, and 
increasingly, business leaders with first
hand experience, agree that economic 
development and democratization will not 
succeed without agriculture. It is the 



backbone of economic development. 
Without first legally, financially, 
managerially and scientifically modernizing 
a country's food systems-from farm gate 
to dinner table-other economic sector 
development will lag behind. It is that 
simple. Only when an affordable, abundant, 
safe food supply is available can enough 
people move off the farm and into other 
growing sectors of a country's economy. 

For the United States, development is a 
question of economic good sense. The well
being of the U.S. agriculture sector is tied 
directly to global economic growth
especially in poor countries where 
four-fifths of the world's people live. 
Economically, American agriculture needs 
exports and trade. And the markets with the 
most dynamic potential for growth are in 
the developing countries. 

Developing nations are especially 
important markets for U.S. goods today. 
According to the development group 
InterAction: "Between 1990 and 1995, 
exports to developing countries rose by 
nearly $100 billion and now represent more 
than 40 percent of total exports. The growth 
markets are not Europe, Japan or Canada 
(even though they may be our largest), they 
are found in Africa, Latin America, Central 
and Eastern Europe, and the former Soviet 
Union. The relationship between our [U.S.] 
current trade with Asia and past 
development assistance is by no means 
coincidental. Development aid was a major 
factor in Asia's economic growth. To 
encourage similar successes, the U.S. needs 
both an aggressive trade and investment 
program with emerging market countries 



and a strong development assistance 
program that invests in the people and 
economies of poorer nations." 

U.S. EXPORTS TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL U.S. EXPORTS, 1980-95 
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• Big Emerging Markets were not a category before 1990. BEMs = 

Argentina, Brazil, Brunei, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, Poland, Singapore, South Korea, 

South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey and Vietnam. 

" OPEC = Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. 

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce . 

U.S. Farmers Care 
About Development 

93 94 95 

• BEMs' 
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~ AllOther 
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That poor people don't buy much is 
something that is understood universally. 
It is as true in rich countries like the United 
States as in poor ones. This simple notion 
is the lifeblood of American agriculture, 



':4s chairman of the American Farm 
Bureau Poultry and Meat Advisory 
Committee and a farmer for more 
than 30 years, I went to Russia to 
assist dairy farmers improve their 
production and management 
abilities. The agricultural system 
over there is having difficulty. Its 
economy is in bad shape, plagued 
with low wages, shortages and 
poor production. With our efforts 
however, it could be a land of golden 
opportunity. While we are helping 
the farmers and government learn 
how to get agriculture on its feet, we 
are also exploring the possibility of 
expanding into processing and 
marketing which will make Russia 
much more accessible for U.S. 
agribusiness. " 

LUKE BRUBAKER 

PENNSYLVANIA FARM BUREAU 

MOUNT JOY, PENNSYLVANIA 

which earns much of its profits from food 
and fiber exports. Expanding its customer 
base, however, is a continuous challenge. 

This is why The Citizens Network for 
Foreign Affairs and the American Farm 
Bureau Federation formed an agribusiness 
volunteer partnership. If future markets are 
going to be developed, particularly in places 
like the former Soviet Union where political 
and economic constraints have hindered 
market forces, then the process of training 
and bringing technical know-how to those 



who need it must begin with people. 
The local-global links are undeniable. 

During the 1990s, Farm Bureau 
volunteers have been working to assist 
their counterparts around the globe 
managerially and technically, to modernize. 
A major thrust, for example, has been to 
assist Russian, Ukrainian, Moldovan and 
other private farmers in the New 
Independent States viably operate 
independent of the old Soviet-style 
collective farms. In central Asia, Farm 
Bureau is working to create private farmer 
associations, and in southern Africa, 
American farmer volunteers are assisting 
small-holder farmers shift from subsistence
to market-based agriculture. 

"With a background in agricultural 
production and lending, I went to 
Ukraine to teach basic business 
planning principles and how to write a 
business plan acceptable to world 
standards. Our efforts in Ukraine are 
important for future U.S. foreign direct 
investment in agribusiness. With black, 
virtually organic topsoil 36 inches deep 
and a rising need for organic produce 
worldwide, Ukraine is a hot seat for 
upcoming changes in the global 
economy." 

ROGER SCHMIESING 

, MINNESOTA FARM BUREAU 

LAKE CRYSTAL, MINNESOTA 



These efforts are a start, but much work 
remains to transform the former Soviet 
Union and other new democracies and 
emerging economies into tomorrow's 
growth markets for U.S. farm products and 
other goods. It will happen eventually, just 
as it did with markets in Southeast Asia. 
The problem, according to The Wall Street 
Journal is that "overall, spending on 
international affairs is a political loser and 
as a result we spend far too little." The 
United States spends a smaller share of its 
gross domestic product on foreign aid than 
every other country in the Organization of 
Economic Cooperation and Development. 

Despite the low political clout of foreign 
assistance, private foreign investment in 
poor countries jumped 32 percent in 1996, 
to a record $244 billion, according to the 
World Bank By contrast, official aid from 
all wealthy countries barely budged, 
standing around at $41 billion. Investors 
Business Daily writes that "record levels of 
foreign investment refute the long-held 
myth that poor countries can't get rich 
without aid given by governments and 
multilateral development banks." 

The Future of Development 
In some ways today's global environment 

mirrors the pre-1913 era, when goods, labor 
and capital moved around the world 
relatively freely. While the major 
commodity then was agriculture, today it is 
merchandise, services and credit. Also, 
today there is greater global scope, speed 
and depth of integration with which the 



U.S. No Longer Top Aid Giver 
The U.S. ranked fourth in overall official 

development aid in 1995, after decades as 
the world's top aid donor. When official 
development assistance is viewed as a 
percentage of gross national product 
(GNP), the United States ranked last among 
the 21 member countries of the 
Development Assistance Committee. 

Official Development Assistance 
as a Percentage of GNP 
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SOURCE: ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
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market can react. 
Global economic integration-the 

widening and intensifying of links between 
the economies of industrial and developing 
economies-has accelerated rapidly. Trade 
has been the primary engine driving global 
integration in the second half of the 20th 
century. Development programs have 
contributed mightily to this integration. 
People everywhere are the beneficiaries. 

For the United States, efforts like those 
of the Citizens Network and Farm Bureau 
are critical to laying the foundation for that 
trade to occur. The idea that American 
farmers' future prosperity is inextricably 
tied to the rest of the world is simple and 
powerful.• 



A Snapshot of the World 
• The world's people are healthier, 

better educated and better fed than 
they were 25 years ago. Life 
expectancy has increased by nine 
years-from 55 years to 64. And 
infant mortality rates have declined 
from 107 per 1,000 live births in 1970 
to 60 in 1995. 

• There are twice as many people as 
there were in 1970-nearly six 
billion. In the next 35 years there will 
be additional 2.5 billion-90 percent 
of them in developing countries. 

• More than 1.3 billion people live on 
less than a dollar a day, and two 
billion more are only marginally 
better off. About 60 percent of the 
poor live in South Asia and Sub
Saharan Africa, which together 
account for nearly 40 percent of the 
developing world's people, but only 
14 percent of its aggregate GDP. 

• Of the world's 130 million square 
kilometers of land, only 10 percent is 
used for crops, pastures and gardens. 
South Asia, with 45 percent of its 
land devoted to such uses is rich in 
arable land. Sub-Saharan Africa, with 
only 6 percent, is poor in arable land 
by contrast. 

• Disparities in growth are reflected in 
disparities in structural change. Most 
low-income countries remain 
predominantly agricultural. But East 



Asia's rapidly growing economies 
have seen their share of labor force 
in agriculture fall dramatically
Malaysia from 54 to 27 percent, the 
Republic of Korea from 49 to 18 
percent. 

• Developing economies account for 
one dollar in every four of export 
earnings for industrial economies
and nearly $2 of every $5 for Japan 
and the United States. 

• Net private capital flows to 
developing countries have soared
from $44 billion in 1990 to $184 
billion in 1995-outstripping official 
flows . But so far, about 78 percent of 
this private money has gone to only 
a dozen or so countries. Just look at 
the market capitalization of the 
developing world's stock exchanges 
which grew from $391 billion in 1990 
to $1.5 trillion in 1995. 

• As countries develop, their 
dependence on aid naturally 
declines. For low- income economies 
(excluding China and India) aid 
accounted for 12.6 percent of GNP 
in 1994-and for middle income 
economies 1 percent. 

(SOURCE: WORLD BANK) 



Established in 1985, The 
Citizen's Network for Foreign 
Affairs is a non-profit, 
nonpartisan international 
economic development 
organization dedicated to 
stimulating economic growth 
and policy reform in the world's 
transitional economies. 

It was founded on the belief 
that global economic growth is 
critical to future prosperity and 
that private enterprise is one of 
the most potent and sustainable 
engines of developmental 
change. 

By leveraging government 
resources with American 
private sector investment, 
technology and know-how 
through public-private 
partnerships, CNFA helps to 
create market-oriented, 
economically-viable enterprises 
where none or few existed 
before. 
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INDIANA LIVESTOCK EXPERT ADVISES l\.1EAT PRODUCERS IN 
KALl\tIYKIA 

Rita Sharma, a native of Williamsport, Indiana, returned recently after two weeks of 
volunteer agricultural work in Kalmykia, an autonomous republic of the Russian 
Federation. l\frs. Sharma participated in the Citizens Network Agribusiness Volunteer 
Program, an international development project seeking to strengthen grassroots private 
farming in the New Independent States of the Soviet Union and Africa by providing the 
expertise of U.S. farmers and agribusiness professionals. 

During her stay in Kalmyk.ia, Mrs. Sharma worked closely with the Kalmykia Union of 
Landowners (KUL), a group of 30 of the most progressive private farmers in the region. 
Shanna visited several farms in the area and recommended methods of improving the beef 
cattle production through enhanced maintenance, disease prevention, and feeding systems. 
Mrs. Sharma also made a one-day presentation at the region's agricultural college to sixty 
student members of AKKOR, The Association of Private Fanners of Kalmykia. Many of 
the students who attended were either cattle owners or prospective beef cattle producers 
and benefitted greatly from Sharma's presentation. 

Before her trip overseas, Mrs. Sharma was able to enlist the support of a number of 
agribusiness companies, pharmaceutical firms and veterinary clinics from around the 
country which provided her with equipment and materials to donate to her Russian hosts. 
1\tirs. Sharma further contributed by proposing a plan to involve the Indiana Black Angus 
Association, of which she is a member, in donating a starter herd to a fann in Russia. Such 
gestures not only help to form a valuable bond between Americans and the citizens of these 
emerging economies, but are also instrumental in the formation of potential market 
opportunities for American companies. 

Rita Sharma currently serves as Director of one of the Indiana Farm Bureau's district 
offices. In addition to her Farm Bureau responsibilities, she also owns and manages a 
large, diversified grain and cattle farm. Mrs. Shanna has a B.S. from the College of 
Agriculture at the University of Illinois and is married with three children. 

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
stimulating international growth and development. CNFA works with U.S. companies, 
entrepreneurs, farm associations, business alliances, and other organizations to create 
lasting and effective opportunities in international markets. 
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GEORGIAN ASSISTS FARMERS IN UKRAINE WITH MARKETING 

Terence Bell from Atlanta, Georgia, recently returned from a volunteer trip to Ukraine, where 
he instructed Ukrainian farmers in western methods of marketing. Bell continued a project 
started between the Lviv Farmers Association in Ukraine and the Wisconsin Farm Bureau in 
which the partners worked on strengthening private farms throughout western Ukraine. 

Using over 16 years of experience in sales, marketing, and management consulting, Bell 
volunteered through The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNF A) Agribusiness 
Volunteer Program. Bell discussed the possible benefits of cooperative development for 
marketing purposes, and taught how to determine the location of markets. 

Bell taught locals how to determine crop production based on market availability and how 
to write a marketing contract. Bell also taught how to market to western companies and 
business ethics when dealing with foreign markets. Bell anticipated the increased use of 
marketing techniques and world level marketing skills with the training that he conducted, 
and expected increased cooperation between farmers in the marketing of products. 

On his way back to Atlanta, Bell stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the offices of 
Congressman John Lewis (Ga.), and Senator Paul Coverdell (Ga.) to provide briefings on 
his assignment. 

Bell currently serves as president and owner of The Treasure Group, Atlanta, Ga. Bell 
provides management and marketing consultation to clients in healthcare, agriculture, and 
real estate. Bell also is an associate of Group 7, Inc, Columbia, Mo., where he assists 
clients in strategic management, re-engineering and all aspects of process improvement. 

Since 1993, more than 300 CNF A volunteers have participated in project assignments 
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese 
processing. CNFA volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts 
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy 
and resulting in creative .and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer 
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Fanner Program of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development. 

CNF A is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic 
growth and development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, 
business alliances, and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in 
international markets. 
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INDIANA COUPLE HELPS F ARl\tIERS ASSOCIATION IN KAZAKST AN 

Henry and Betty Lu McGuire, from Hartsville, Indiana, returned recently from a volunteer 
trip to Kazakstan in the former Soviet Union. The McGuires worked as an extension of an 
alliance formed in 1995 between the Indiana Farm Bureau & the Taldykorgan Private 
Farmers Association (PF A) in Kazakstan. 

Using combined experience in education and business, the McGuires volunteered through 
The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNF A) Agribusiness Volunteer Program. The 
McGuires worked with the board of directors of the PF A to review its roles and 
responsibilities, as well as with smaller PFA' s to develop boards and committees. 

The McGuires reviewed bylaws of board stnicture, introduced job descriptions, and 
reviewed the relationship between the board and the general assembly. The McGuires also 
conducted a workshop with the PF A board on committee structure, and introduced the roles 
and responsibilities of chairpersons and members. In addition, the McGuires facilitated an 
initial meeting of committees and reviewed the structure of a reporting system. 

On their way back to Hartsville, The McGuires stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the 
offices of Congressman David Mcintosh (IN), and Senator Richard Lugar (IN) to provide 
briefings on their assignment. 

The McGuires operate McGuire International, Inc., a farm equipment and lawn and 
garden store in Columbus, IN since 1972. McGuire International now also has a branch 
store in Franklin, IN. Betty Lu McGuire has experience with the American Red Cross, 
and is an extension President with the Indiana Farm Bureau. Henry McGuire is a member 
of the Indiana Farm Bureau and is on the Chamber of Commerce in Columbus, IN. 

Since 1993, more than 300 CNFA volunteers have participated in project assignments 
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese 
processing. CNF A volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts 
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy 
and resulting in creative and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer 
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Farmer Program of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development. 

CNF A is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic growth and 
development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, business alliances, 
and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in international markets. 
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KENTUCKIAN ASSISTS FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS IN UZBEKISTAN 

Tony Holloway, from Gracey, Kentucky, returned recently from the former Soviet Republic 
of Uzbekistan where he assisted fanners with the development of regional Private Farmers 
Associations (PFA). Holloway worked as an extension of a project started in January 1996 
between the Kentucky Fann Bureau and PFA' s in the Uzbekistan city of Fergana. 

Relying on his experience in the Kentucky Farm Bureau and background in agricultural 
finance, Holloway volunteered through The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNFA) 
Central Asia Partnership Program. Holloway strengthened the association by increasing 
the participation of farmers, and by working with committees to elect farmers as PFA 
presidents, as well as electing regional board of associations and selecting a director. 

Holloway visited six regions in Uzbekistan to conduct workshops on the role of fanner
presidents, and to introduce bylaws necessary for creating an advisory service. Holloway 
also reviewed resolutions and roles of committees within PFA's, as well as the specific 
responsibilities of presidents and executive directors. In doing so, Holloway facilitated 
democratic elections for PF A-presidents, the first of their kind. In addition, he conducted 
committee seminars and chairman/director seminars. 

On his way back to Gracey, Holloway stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the office of 
Congressman Edward Whitfield (Kentucky) to provide briefings on his assignment. 

Holloway has been an Area Program Director for the Kentucky Farm Bureau since July 
1993, where he coordinates the work of twelve county Farm Bureaus with the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau. Previously, Holloway worked as an Associate Director for Telmark, Inc., 
an agricultural finance leasing company. 

The project Holloway participated in is part of CNF A's Central Asia Partnership Program 
(CAPP), which is funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 
through the Counterpart Consortium. CAPP aims to support the emergence of private 
farming in Central Asia by strengthening local private farmers associations and 
stimulating U.S. private sector interest in the region. 

CNF A is a non-profit organization dedicate~ to stimulating international economic growth and 
development. CNF A works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, business alliances, 
and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in international markets. 
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WISCONSIN RESIDENT TEACHES SOIL CONSERVATION IN UKRAINE 

Jon Caylor, from Schofield, Wisconsin, returned recently from a volunteer trip to 
Western Ukraine, where he taught western methods of soil conservationand soil testing. 
Caylor visited Lviv, Zhydachiv and Pustomyty, working as part of a project started in 
1993 between the Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the Lviv Private Farmers Association. 

Using over 30 years of experience in soil conservation, Caylor volunteered through The 
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs (CNF A) Agribusiness Volunteer Program. Caylor 
visited farm sites, combined class-room and field instruction, and field equipment training. 

Caylor taught soil conservation practices to preserve top soil from water erosion, 
moisture saving tillage practices, and residue management and its benefits. Caylor 
also reviewed the benefits of inexpensive modifications that could be done to the 
existing equipment to help preserve natural moisture, and produce a better crop. 

On his way back to Schofield, Caylor stopped in Washington, D.C. to visit the offices 
of Senator Herb Kohl (Wis), and Congressman David Obey (Wis), to provide briefings 
on his visit. 

Caylor has been a soil conservationist since 1968, working in Lancaster, La Crosse, 
Kenosha, and Wausau, Wis.consin, working with private landowners and units of 
government to plan and apply various conservation practices, agronomic practices and 
land use planning. 

Since 1993, more than 300 CNFA volunteers have participated in project assignments 
across Russia and Ukraine -- ranging from farmers' association-building to cheese 
processing. CNFA volunteers bring years of hands-on experience to their counterparts 
in Russia and other former Soviet countries, easing the transition to a market economy 
and resulting in creative and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNFA's Volunteer 
Program operates with the support of the Farmer-to-Farmer Program of the U.S. 
Agency for International Development. 

CNF A is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating international economic 
growth and development. CNFA works with companies, entrepreneurs, farm groups, 
business alliances, and other groups to create lasting and effective opportunities in 
international markets. 
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News Release 

For Immediate Release 

CONTACT: Megan Masson Maxine Bell 
1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
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194 South 300 East 
Jerome, ID 83338 
(208) 324-4296 

LEGISLATOR TEACHES UKRAINIAN WOMEN FARMERS 
ABOUT U.S. FARM ORGANIZATION 

Idaho State legislator Maxine Bell just returned from a three-week trip to Ukraine where she 

met with leaders of a new women fanners' organization to explain how U.S. producer associations 

operate. She advised the Association ofWomen-Fanners of Ukraine in Kharkiv Oblast on how to 

develop and initiate effective programs and develop policies to strengthen their organization, 

increase membership, and influence local and national agricultural policy. Bell volunteered her time 

through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

During Bell's trip, she instructed the leader and council of the Association of Women

Fanners in Ukraine about U.S. farm group structure, western fundraising techniques and grassroots 

political activism. She helped the new association develop a unified organization platform and a two

year strategic action plan based on the policy. Bell also met with officials from other women's 

groups to initiate the networking process. In addition, she met with top Ukranian and oblast officials 

to assist the association in gaining credibility, and visited the farms of several council members. 

On her way home to Jerome, Bell stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. Dirk 
l 

Kempthorne, Sen. Lany Craig and Rep. Michael Crapo to brief them on her assignment. She told 

the Idaho lawmakers that in Ukraine, as across much of the globe, women are the primary 

agricultural producers. As such, Bell called on the lawmakers to continue supporting efforts to 

organize women farmers around the world. 

(more) 



News Release 

For Immediate Release 
DATE: July 14, 1997 

CONTACT: Megan Masson Larry and Barbara Krehbiel 
721 South Iowa 1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900 

Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

Pratt, KS 67124 
(316) 672-9331 

PRATT RESIDENTS HELP UKRAINIAN FARMERS ESTABLISH A CO-OP 

Pratt, Kan., residents Larry and Barbara Krehbiel just returned from a three-week trip to 

Ukraine where they met with farmers to explain how U.S. cooperatives operate. They helped the 

farmers establish a new co-op, located in the Poltava Oblast. The Krehbiels volunteered their time 

through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

The goals of the Krehbiels' trip were to assist the farmer-organizers of the grain seed 

cleaning, grading and storage cooperative in drafting western business incorporation documents, and 

to instruct the founders on membership recruitment techniques and general co-op administrative 

procedures. They led educational seminars on how to increase membership numbers and develop 

member services, and spoke at the local college on the history and operation of the U.S. cooperative 

system. The Krehbiels also helped publish the co-op's first membership newsletter to be used as a 

marketing tool to raise awareness among the Poltava farm community. Co-ops are important in 

Ukraine as they provide services-grain storage, cleaning, sorting, etc.-to private farmers that 

otherwise could only be obtained via the state-held grain elevators. 

Larry Krehbiel is a self-employed agribusiness consultant, and served as the general manager 

of a number of co-ops. Barbara Krehbiel assists in her husband's consultant business and is active 

in the United Methodist Church. Both Krehbiels are members of the Kansas Farm Bureau. This is 

Larry Krehbiel's third trip to Ukraine as a CNFA volunteer and Barbara Krehbiel's first. 

CNFA is a private, non-profit organization committed to stimulating economic growth in the 

former Soviet Union and southern Africa. Since 1993, CNFA's Agribusiness Volunteer Program has 

sent more than 370 volunteers to Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, and is currently working on projects 

in Zimbabwe and Mozambique. CNF A volunteers bring hands-on experience to their assignments 

helping their overseas counterparts ease the transition to a market economy. 
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CONTACT: Bill Witting Glenn Maddy 
1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington. DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

1030 County Road 74 
Helena, OH 43435 
(419) 637-2580 

HELENA RESIDENT HELPS ZIMBABWE FARMERS GET ORGANIZED 

Helena resident Glenn Maddy just returned from a three-week trip to Zimbabwe where he 

helped guide a new farm organization's development into a successful, sustainable organization. He 

is the first volunteer to visit that nation through a program run by the Washington D.C.-based 

Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

During his trip, Maddy met with more than 100 Indigenous Commercial Farmers Union 

(ICFU) leaders and members throughout Zimbabwe to share information about the structure of U.S. 

farm organizations and cooperatives. He explained how U.S. farm groups, in particular the Ohio 

Fann Bureau operate, and outlined how the Zimbabwe farm leaders could use similar managerial 

and organizational techniques to improve their group's operations. ICFU is one of three national 

farm associations in Zimbabwe. Its members primarily are small, independent, black farmers who 

purchased their land from white farmers in the early 1980s following Zimbabwe's independence and 

new land tenure law. 

On his way home to Helena, Maddy stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. John Glenn, 

Sen. Mike DeWine and Rep. Paul Gilmor to brief them on his assignment. He told the Ohio 

lawmakers that the farmer-to-farmer program is an effective form of foreign aid. Maddy also 

emphasized that work with a group like ICFU touches the lives of more than just its members. Not 

only does it help improve the standard of living of the independent black farmers, it also improves 

the living conditions of their workers. In effect, then, the effort reaches a larger, more significant 

number of beneficiaries, he said. 

(more) 
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DATE: September 4, 1997 

CONTACT: Leslie Galloway David Newman 
l l 11 19th Street, N. W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

591 Watson Road 
Yakima, WA 98908 
(509) 678-4509 

YAKIMA RESIDENT HELPS MOLDOVAN APPLE GROWERS IMPROVE THEIR 
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES 

Yakima, Wash., resident David Newman just returned from a three-week trip to Moldova 

where he helped apple growers improve the quality and quantity of their fruit He volunteered his 

time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

Newman is the second CNFA volunteer to work with the apple growers in Moldova's Cupcin 

area, where there are between 15,000 and 20,000 hectares of orchards. The first volunteer, Bruce 

Grim of Entiat, Wash., helped establish an apple commodity commission similar to the Washington 

State Apple Commission. As a follow-up to Grim's effort, Newman taught the growers about western 

production techniques to improve their apple quality and yields. In Moldova, the ratio of apples for 

the fresh market compared to apples for processing continues to plummet, harming producers' overall 

profitability. To regain their economic viability, growers must raise the quality of their produce so 

they can sell the majority of their apples to the fresh market. Currently, only about I 0 percent of 

apples produced are for the fresh market. 

On his way home to Yakima, Newman stopped in Washington to meet with Sens. Slade 

Gorton and Patty Murray to brief them on his assignment. He told the Washington lawmakers that 

CNF A's Farmer-to-Farmer program is a potent form of foreign aid because it lends a "human face" 

to development. Newman urged their continued support of the program and similar efforts. 

Newman has been an apple grower in Washington State for40 years. He currently is involved 

in two partnerships: one with his son, and the other, which includes a packing, storage and shipping 

operation. Newman is a member of both the Washington Farm Bureau Federation and the 

Washington Apple Commission. 

(more) 
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For Immediate Release 

DATE: September 12, 1997 

CONT ACT: Taryn Bussewitz AnnaBeth Neason 
1066 Aberdeen 1111 191

h Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
(504) 33 8-1897 

BATON ROUGE RESIDENT DESGINS AGRICULTURAL CURRICULUM IN 
RUSSIAN SCHOOLS. 

Baton Rouge, La., resident AnnaBeth Neason recently returned from a three-week trip to 

Russia where she helped design and implement an agricultural curriculum in secondary schools. She 

volunteered her time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for 

Foreign Affairs. 

Neason worked with teachers and school administrators in Konakovo, Russia, to develop a 

curriculum that would increase interest and support for private farming among Russian youth. The 

curriculum focuses on issues such as farm management, operations, and accounting, and also gives 

the students an opportunity to do hands-on work on local farms. One of the program's strengths is 

that it enlists the help of local residents who specialize in areas such as economics, business, and 

marketing. These people in turn teach sections of the program that match their skills and expertise. 

On September 1, Konakovo teachers began using the new program, which Neason hopes will be 

expanded and eventually evolve into a youth movement for agriculture based on the model of Future 

Farmers of America. Most Russian farmers are older and increased support and involvement from 

the younger generation is needed for the agriculture sector to continue to thrive. 

Neason currently works for the Louisiana Department of Agriculture as a program manager 

for mi:ricultural science education. She received her Ph.Din agricultural education from Iowa State - ~ 

in 1983. Neason also worked on various agricultural programs in the United States that promote 

youth participation in the agricultural community. 

(more) 
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For Immediate Release 
May 1, 1997 

Contact: Michael Salamone 
202~ 296-3920 

Kansas Farm Bureau Women's Committee Members Conduct Seminars For 
Farmers in Russia 

Helen Norris of Wellington, Kansas and Carolyn States of Hays, Kansas returned recently 

after taking part in a three week agricultural development mission in Russia. They 

participated in the Citizens Network Agribusiness Volunteer Program, an international 

development project seeking to strengthen grassroots private farming in the New Independent 

States of the Soviet Union and Africa by providing the expertise of U.S. fanners and 

agribusiness professionals. 

Norris and States traveled to several regions of the Russian Federation organizing and 

conducting important educational seminars and workshops on U.S. private fanning issues, 

association building, and fundraising for several groups of private farmers and agriculture 

students. They also spoke to a group of state and collective farm directors about the benefits 

of private farming. The two women welcomed the opportunity to speak to the Russian 

groups because it gave them a chance to dispel many of the myths about private farming in 

the U.S. It also allowed them to relate what they have learned through their years of 

experience in the Kansas Fann Bureau. 

Before returning to their home state of Kansas. Norris and States spent a day on Capitol Hill 

visiting the offices of several Kansas congressmen. They met with aides from the offices of 

Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS) and Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS) to brief them about their 

work with the private fanning movement in Russia and the role women play in Russian 

agriculture. They also met personally with Representative Jerry Moran (R-KS) whose 

campaign Mrs. States worked on this past election year. 

Norris and States are leaders in the Kansas Fann Bureau State Women's Committee and are 

involved in the daily management of their own farm operations. In addition to their family 

and farm duties both women are engaged in alternative professions, Norris as a seamstress 

and States as a Director at a bank. Both women were educated at Kansas State University 

and are very active in their respective communities. 

The Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

stimulating international growth and development. CNFA works with U.S. companies, 

entrepreneurs, farm associations, business alliances, and other organizations to create lasting 

and effective opportunities in international markets. 

### I Washington. DC 
1111 19th Street. NW. Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 

Moscaw, Russia 
Moscow 119265. Russia 
~ ulilsa Pudovkina 

Kiev, Ukraine 
Kiev25015. Ukraine 
vuL Staronavodymska. Bid. ii. Apl.!6 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
78 Pushkin Street 
Biskek 7200'l Kyrgyzstan 
tel/lax 17 3312122 ts 91 

Krasnodar, Russia 
CWIA 
lukyanenka Research Institute of 
Agricul!ure 

Chisinau, Moldova 
121/A. 31 Augusl str. 
277012. Chisinau. Moldova 
tel l37J 21241 321 

I 
tel 202·296·3920 
!ax 202-296·3948 
E·mail ganai@cnfa.org 

I 

tel 11095114309 25 
lax 110951143 09 98 
Combellga 17 5021221 62 34 
E-mail moscow@cn!a.msluu 

rel [380 441294 68 94: 294 6.5 -18; 230 25 79 
fax [380 441 Z!O 25 SO 
E·mail kiev@cnla.kiev.ua 

E·rnail tom:nfa@imfiko,bisl!kex.su 

The Citizens Network !or Foreign Affairs is a non-profit. lax exempt 501 (c)(3) corporation. 

Krasnodar. Russia 350012 
tel[7 a 6121 5084 61, 50 76911 

or 56 08 55 
fax (7 8 6121560 SSS 
E-mail Hempn1Ccnfa.kccc.kuban.su 

tax [373 21243 669 
E-mail jllahensk©aila.moldova.su 



News Release 

For Immediate Release 

DATE: May 21, 1997 

CONTACT: Taryn Bussewitz Jeff Jobe 
1111 191h Street, N. W., Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

210 Walnut Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 
(515) 284-4663 

IOWA BUSINESSMAN HELPS FLEDGLING CO-OPS IN UKRAINE 

Iowa Farm Bureau member Jeff Jobe has just returned from three weeks in Ukraine where 

he helped two fledgling agricultural cooperatives write business plans. A cooperative development 

specialist, Jobe volunteered his time through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens 

Network for Foreign Affairs. Jobe worked with cooperatives in central Ukraine assisting private 

farmers start a flour mill and a seed cleaning and storage facility. "By getting their ideas onto paper 

and understanding their capabilities, the cooperatives gained control and strength," Jobe said. He 

taught members of the cooperatives how to convert their ideas into a business plan. 

On his way home to Winterset, Iowa, Jobe stopped in Washington, DC to meet with Rep. 

Greg Ganske and Senator Tom Harkin to brief them his assignment. He told the Iowa lawmakers that 

he thought building cooperatives was critically important to helping the Ukrainians shift fro~ their 

old communist, centrally-planned economy to a free-market system and was glad the U.S. was 

contributing to this effort. 

Jobe works for USDA's Rural Development Cooperative Services in Des Moines which 

provides groups with technical assistance in forming cooperatives. He holds a BA in animal science 

from Northwest Missouri State University. 

Since the breakup of the Soviet Union, private farmers in Ukraine have been struggling to 

succeed in a system that provides constant setbacks. Private farmers do not own land, they lack 

access to credit and their government fails to support them-supporting larger state farms instead. 



News Release 

For Immediate Release 

DATE: June 24, 1997 

CONT ACT: Megan Masson 
11 l l l 91h Street, N. W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

Louis A. Brovm 
160 I Exposicion Boulevard 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
(916) 924-4283 

CALIFORNIAN CONTRIBUTES TO CRIMEAN AGRICULTURE YOUTH GROUP 

California agricultural youth leader Louis Brown returned from two and a half weeks in 

Ukraine where he and Louisiana vocational agriculture teacher, Bradley Leger, met \\ith agriculture 

students, teachers and young farmers to educate them about the role of the Furore Farmers of 

America (FFA) and Young Farmers organizations in U.S. agriculrure. Brown volunteered his time 

through a program run by the Washington, DC-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. The 

culmination of the assignment was the approval of vocational agriculrure students and teachers to 

begin a youth organization dedicated to developing leaders in agriculrure in the Crimean Republic. 

The action was put into effect by the popular vote of the srudents and teachers. 

On his way home to Elk Grove, California, Bro\\Tl stopped in Washington, DC to meet with 

Senator Barbara Boxer to brief her on his assignment. He told the California la'wvmaker that 

supporting private farmers, especially young farmers, was critically important to helping the 

Ukrainians shift from their old communist, centrally-planned economy to a free-market system, 

adding that she was glad the U.S. was contributing to this effort. 

Brown, a former National Future Farmers of America (FFA) officer, is currently the Young 

Farmers and Ranchers State Coordinator for the California Farm Bureau Federation. He has a 

bachelor of science in agribusiness management, trade & policy from California Polytechnic State 

University. He is a member of the California State Auctioneer Association and Alpha Gamma Rho 

National Agriculture Fraternitv. - . 
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News Release 

For Immediate Release 

DATE: June 24, 1997 

CONTACT: Megan Masson 
1111 19m Street, N. W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

Bradley Leger 
P.O. Box 124, 329 2nd Ave. 
Esterwood, LA 70534 
(318) 788-0544 

MIDLAND TEACHER RETURNS TO CRIMEA TO HELP YOUTH IN AGRICULTURE 

Midland High School vocational agriculture teacher Bradley Leger recently returned from 

his second visit to the Crimean Republic of Ukraine where he and Louis Bro\\n, Young Farmers and 

Ranchers State Coordinator for the California Farm Bureau Federation, spent two and half weeks 

meeting with agriculture students, teachers and young farmers to educate them about the role of the 

Future Farmers of America (FFA) and Young Farmers organizations in U.S. agriculture. Leger 

volunteered his time through a program run by the Washington, DC-based Citizens Network for 

Foreign Affairs. The culmination of the assignment was the approval of vocational agriculture 

students and teachers to begin a youth organization dedicated to developing leaders in agriculture 

in the Crimean Republic. The action was put into effect by the popular vote of the students and 

teachers. 

On his way home to Estherwood, Louisiana Leger stopped in Washington, DC to meet with 

Senator John Breaux and Congressman Chris John to brief them on his assignment. He told the 

Louisiana lawmakers that supporting private farmers, especially young farmers, \Vas critically 

important to helping the Ukrainians shift from their old communist, centrally-planned economy to 

a free-market system, adding that he was glad the U.S. was contributing to this effort. 

Since 1979, Leger has been an agriscience/agribusiness instructor at Midland High School, 

where he \Von the Teacher of the Year award five times. Leger has a masters degree in vocational - -
agricultural education from Louisiana State University and also received a graduate degree in 
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DATE: July 8, 1997 

CONTACT: Megan Masson 

News Release 

For Immediate Release 

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dan and Jeannette Poulson 
Route 1 N795 Tamarack Road 
Palmyra, WI 53156 

(202) 296-3920 (414) 495-2439 

WFB PRESIDENT TEACHES UKRAINIAN LEADERS ABOUT FARM: BUREAU 

Wisconsin Farm Bureau President Dan Poulson and his wife, Jeannette, just returned from 

a two-week trip to Ukraine where they met with leaders of two private farm organizations to describe 

how U.S. producer associations operate. The husband-and-wife team advised the Lviv Private 

Farmers Association and the Volyn Private Farmers Association on developing and initiating 

effective programs and developing policies to strengthen their organizations, increase membership, 

and influence local and national agricultural policy. The Poulsons volunteered their time through a 

program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

The Poulsons informed the leaders about the Wisconsin Farm Bureau structure, use of 

incentives to increase member numbers and about grassroots political activism. During their trip, 

they discovered that the greatest potential for enacting reform lies at the county government level, 

and encouraged the farm leaders to concentrate their grassroots efforts with those officials. 

The Wisconsin Farm Bureau and the Lviv Farmers Association initiated a formal partnership 

in 1993 to strengthen private farms throughout western Ukraine. Farm Bureau volunteers have 

helped the Ukrainians with business planning, farm management, soil conservation and use of other 

environmentally friendly farm techniques, building construction, and association development. 

On their way home to Palmyra, the Poulsons stopped in Washington to meet with Sens. Herb 

Kohl and Russell Feingold and Rep. Mark Neumann to brief them on their assignment. They told 

the lawmakers that the CNFA program and similar ones offering farmer-to-farmer assistance are 

worthwhile and an effective use of U.S. taxpayers' dollars. 

(more) 
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DATE: August 11, 1997 

CONTACT: Taryn Bussewitz Kevin Plante 
1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 296-3920 

RR 2, Box 63E 
Waterville, MN 56096 
(507) 362-8287 

MINNESOTA FARM BUREAU :MEMBERS HELP RUSSIAN TEACHERS 
DEVELOP AGRICULTURAL CURRICULUM _, 

Minnesota Farm Bureau members and agricultural vocational teachers Kevin Plante and Brad 

Schloesser just returned from a three-week trip to Russia where they assisted secondary school 

teachers in developing an agricultural curriculm. Plante and Schloesser volunteered their time 

through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

Plante and Schloesser worked with secondary school teachers in Karachev, located in the 

Briansk region, to develop and set in motion a course curriculum on agricultural production. They 

provided intensive training to eight teachers from the secondary school, who will begin to team-teach 

the new courses this fall. During their preliminary sessions with the teachers, it became apparent to 

Plante and Schloesser that the Russian teachers were well-versed in agricultural production theory, 

but lacked hands-on experience. In turn, much of the training centered on bringing the teachers up 

to par on the practical side of farming. At the end of their assignment, Plante and Schloesser held 

meetings with local government officials to help bring validity to what the teachers were attempting 

to accomplish. They also met with local university faculty and staff to determine what resources 

could be available to the secondary school teachers, and to garner support for the agricultural 

education program. 

Minnesota Farm Bureau and the Briansk Private Farmers' Association last year initiated a 

formal partnership to strengthen the Russian farmers' organization and the productivity of its 

members. Minnesota Farm Bureau President Al Christopherson and Executive Secretary Jim Werner 

first traveled to Briansk in August 1996, an as a result of their visit, an action plan was developed 

and agreed to by the Briansk Private Farmers' Association, the Minnesota Farm Bureau and CNFA. 

(more) 
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CONTACT: Megan Masson 

News Release 

For Immediate Release 

Leland Ruth 
1111 l 91h Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 

5397 Hale Court 
Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 457-6529 (202) 296-3920 

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS TEACH UKRAINIAN LEADERS ABOUT 
EFFECTIVE GRASSROOTS POLITICAL ACTIVISM 

California Farm Bureau members Leland Ruth and Frank Van Konynenburg just returned 

from a three-week trip to Ukraine where they advised leaders of a private farm organization on 

effective lobbying and advocacy strategies. Ruth and Van Konynenburg volunteered their time 

through a program run by the Washington, D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. 

This is the CNFA volunteers second time working with the Crimean Farmers Association 

(CFA). On their first visit, they assisted the leaders in developing a general policy framework. This 

time, Ruth and Van Konynenburg helped organize CFA's 51 polices in order to publish a formal 

policy book.let. They also trained the leaders in western media and campaigning strategies, to aid 

CF A's participation in local and national elections, to be held in spring 1998. 

California Farm Bureau and CFA initiated a five-year formal partnership m 1994 to 

strengthen Ukraine's private agricultural sector. Farm Bureau volunteers have helped the Ukrainians 

with farm management, policy creation and association development. 

· On his way home to Sacramento, Ruth stopped in Washington to meet with Sen. Dianne 

Feinstein and Rep. Robert Matsui to brief them on his assignment. The Farm Bureau member told 

the lawmakers partnerships like the one between California Farm Bureau and CFA are a worthwhile 

and effective use of U.S. taxpayers' dollars. 

Ruth is president emeritus of the Agricultural Council of California, a private trade 

association representing global agricultural development activities, and has participated in a variety 

of global agricultural development activities. He received his bachelors and masters degrees in 

animal science and agricultural education from California Polytechnic State University. 

(more) 
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Articles Featuring Farmer-to Farmer Volunteers 
April 1, 1997 - August 31, 1997 

"Kentuckians guide Uzbek group efforts," Leadership News, Louisville, KY (April 1997). 

"Morgan farmer back from Uzbekistan," Licking Valley Courier, West Liberty, KY (April 3, 
1997). 

"Mt. Joy farmer visits Russia to share his dairy knowledge," New Era, Mt. Joy, PA (April 3, 
1997). 

"Wisconsin resident teaches soil conservation in Ukraine," Wisconsin Farmer, Waupaca, WI 
(April 4, 1997). 

"State teacher helps young farmers in Russia," Wisconsin Farmer, Waupaca, WI (April 4, 1997). 

"Indiana couple helps farmers association in Kazakstan," Indiana Agrinews, Hartsville, IN (April 
4, 1997). 

"Farm Expert Challenged by East European Travels," Daily Oklahoman, Stillwater, OK (April 6, 
1997). . 

"Wisconsin ag teacher starts new Russian ag youth program," The Country Today, Menomonie, 
WI (April 9, 1997). 

"To Russia (From Quincy) - With Love," Tallahassean, Tallahassee, FL (April 11-17, 1997). 

"OSU Professor Helps Develop Farm Cooperatives In Ukraine," News Press, Stillwater, OK 
(April 17, 1997). 

"Russia Milk Making Hinges on Equipment," FarmDayta, Des Moines, IA (April 22, 1997). 

"Robina spends month aiding Moldovan farming efforts," Shoreview Press, White Bear Lake, 
MN (April 22, 1997). 

"At home in Uzbekistan," The Cadiz Record, Cadiz, KY (April 23, 1997). 

"Milk rep back from Russia," Rapid City Joumal,:Rapid City, SD (April 28, 1997). 

"Another look at last week's trip to Uzbekistan," The Cadiz Record, Cadiz, KY (April 30, 1997). 



"South Dakota businessman helps dairy industry in Russia," Black Hills Press, Strugis, SD (May 
3, 1997). 

"Sharma Aids Kalmykia Farmers," The Farmer's Exchange, New Paris, IN (May 9, 1997). 

"Ag volunteer sought to lend a helping hand in former Soviet Union," The Pantagraph, 
Bloomington, IN (May 9, 1997). 

"Biden-Pell Interview-Illinois Farm Bureau-Bill Witting," WJBC AM 1230, Bloomington, IL 
(May 9, 1997). 

"Farm Bureau Leaders Conduct Seminars for Russian Farmers," Farm Leader Letter, Manhatten, 
KS (May 12, 1997). 

"Network help plants seed of development," Farm Week, Kingston, IN (May 12, 1997). 

"Volunteers needed to Develop Ag Markets in Russia," WJBC 1230 AM, Bloomington, IL (May 
12, 1997). 

"Overseas farmers reap benefits from U.S.," Illinois Agrinews, Bloomington, IL (May 16, 1997). 

"Ex-Soviet farmers tour W. Kentucky," Evansville Courier, Owensboro, KY (May 16, 1997). 

"Farmhands across the waters goal of network," Farm Week, Kingston, IN (May 19, 1997). 

"Jobe steps back in time during Ukrainian trip," Madisonian, Winterset, IA (May 21, 1997). 

"Asian quartet is here to view way farmers operate," Union County Advocate, Morganfield, KY 
(May 21, 1997). 

"Farmers cultivate interest: Former Soviets see how Bartholomew agriculture works," The 
Republic, Columbus, IN (May 26, 1997). 

"3 extension agents work with farmers in Moldova," The Sun, Westminster, MD (June 8, 1997). 

"Volunteer finds Ukraine farm project rewarding,'~' The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, IA (June 8, 
1997). 

"Cooperation Among Cooperatives,'' Co-Options, Atlanta, GA (June 8, 1997). 

"Russian beef production up close,'' Indiana Agrinews, Williamsburg, IN (June 10, 1997). 



"Anamosa resident returns from Ukraine," Eureka, Anamosa, IA (June 12, 1997). 

"Kalmykia producers carry on ancestors' ways," Indiana Agrinews, Williamsburg, IN (June 10, 
1997). 

"Volunteers aid Russian agriculture," Farm Bureau Spokesman, West Des Moines, IA (June 28, 
1997). 

"Area man helps Zimbabwe farmers organize," Sentinel Tribune, Helena, MT (July 5, 1997). 

"Taylor County agent briefs Ukrainians on intensive grazing," Record-Review, Abbotsford, WI 
(July 7, 1997). 

August 

"Idaho Legislator Teaches Ukrainian Women Farmers About U.S. Farm Organization," Leader's 
Update, Pocatello, ID (August 15, 1997). 

"Local dairy experts share their knowledge with other countries," Carroll County Times, 
Westminster, MD (August 12, 1997). 
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Indian a· re~id:~~~·.H~~ists j(J,~fu·e,r~ .iri J;.yrgy~s tg~: : , 
Peru; Indiana, .resident and former Indiana . work for Forelgn .Aff~lrs:Cent~ai"Asla Part~ ,f,assocla.tlori·b,ulldlng ·to cheese processing\· 

, Farm Bureau staff member James York ret- ·.' nershlp Program to conduct worksI:iops with.·· CNF A volunteers bring years of hands-on ex. 
urned recently from a volunteer trip to assoclatlon'board members and committee .·perlence to"their ·counterparts Lh several: 

. lCyrgyzstan to strengthen and support local structure. : · . . · . . · . . ": .. ·. . · , ::. former. Soviet .<;:ouritries, easing the transltlon 
·Private Farmers! Assoclatlon .. York in- )!"orlc lntrod4ced roles and responslbllltles to a market e~orio~y and resulting in creallve 

troduced the lf'a1·m Bureau model of organ I·· 0~ c.ommlttee chairpersons and members and and effective U.S. foreign assistance. CNF A's· 
z.atlonal structure.for their boards and· com· covered the' use· of reporting systems, as well ·Central Asia• Partnership Program operates 

, mlttee.s. . · , as faclllta.ted the: Initial meeting of several with the support of the Democracy Develop·. 
'using experience In policy development, : committees .. Jn: addltlon,' York conducted ·ment Inltlatlv~·:·Program Of the U.S. Agency. 

'Y:oi:-k volunteered through. the. Citizens ·.Net· . workshops on· the'. formation of. association .. for Interp~tlonal Development: '. . \~:' '· · · ;·: ' · 
· ' boards with the use· of tl1e Oregon. and Wls·, :·: CNFA ls a·n~~-pr9f,it organization dedicated. 

consln Farm Bure.au .·"Board of Directors ,·to s~lmulat,lng 1n.ternatlonal economic gi:owth · 
Manual" !n"order to exp~~ln lhe ~oard's ,role) and deveklpm~nt'.' 'CNFA works with' com-· 
apd· responslbllltles,. lta. relationship. to ~h~ 1 ;panles, enirepreneurs,·farm groups, business 
president, and to the rest of thePFA .. • .. · ... ,alllances, and,other. groups to create lasting 
· On 'hts·way ,back to Peru, ·York stopped In ; ·and effecUve "·opportunities In lnternatlo.nal 
Washington 'to· visit. the offices ot Sen. ~an · markets. · •· " · • · ·" · · 
Coats, R-Ind., ·and ~ep: Steve Buyer, R-Ind., · 
. to provide briefings on hls assignment · ·:: .: 
..,. York bas worked for the Indiana Farm Bu-.;'. 
reau as both a field representative and a staff. 
member In Indlanapol!s. As a field represen~ . 
tatlve, York·worked·wlth eight' to 10 counties " 
In ,Indiana, .assisting with county board· of .. 
directors, use of presenla\J.ons, and organlza-... 
tlon of programs.· . · · · , · · • . , " :< ·: 

·Smee 1993, more than 20 CNFA: volunteers 
have participated In' project assignments:. 
across Central Asia ".'"" ranging from farmers'· 

I '.'\: '.• . . 
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:l.a. pw; Helsh2.Y sdd. "The <.:<!IU«tive Ar flrn, the .,.,Jumc:s vrooUld ba n:lll· 

Qle, eondi=i:d i.n~ "Wiih iM eould ~ul.rt: eo.ough to mc.u 11 mini- tivoly small. en tbe Cl'dcr 9( 50,CXD er 
Citizcus No:(WQl'.t r.,.. Po~ Affa.i::s. 11 m1.11n dcmi.n.d, bur It~ w... P'* th. HXl,lXD l!XJs, 
nonprofit 11:tciup ai:u &ifps srunulam 1!• or thC)I weat IO :salvc.111.c"' tr.1c:.tion, Ull:y 1.:aa:r - "Jcp:nc!i.o.; 011 !be p:rfcr
f:m.itioAlll dc:vc;lopmea.i.. '\VU~ would h.-... c 1u p<.11.1 in ~ frcm over- mVJQ cf !heso busi.1:111.1>:s.c1~ - •clwne~ 
~)' In ~odat. ;a. RuuJa.11. SU.ti: SU&" couldinc:n:.ase, Hc:.r.sbe;r...aid.. 
!.x:w:d nol'f.h a!L!U:~ Bl.aci: Sc.1. Tha <:on.ullttnl a.I.so ouiliac::tJ pn:i:::iJl.ely AllotbBl' ASA pmji;ct In ~1Jui1n E1.1-

Tl'lem, atcirmcrcoll=tivc: rannoper- bclwehc:!omu:::rc.cllc:1ivac:ouldl'Cl?l:lm. ~ u :;;_:Ai-~I ;;;:-•=-., an nilirrz.d prix=stillj p.la.ru, udng di!$ from an apaMlcc. With d\.CI ~ fivo ~crv :u 
~y grown :tllfl1lclliletS 311d !oyheans. t11111.1!s I.a b.lnd. it could then apprg.u:!l l' :ia siMllrib~ .. 
Bur ju coki-pn:u r=hnolon i.s ~v. local firl.anci"1"5 or1m.1.hin4.!laa:U banb lhliyliiv.c:l.hop:ni:l1alafpn:ducini; 
du&ic:,~ Ranhcy .t.a.id. AJmougb o::sp11n- rn ll<!l:k !1'10GCY for the: projci;i. Hmhoy per:! qu:i.Ur:y pcu1a)' a.nd J'l'lllklngi=ncy 
i:iciurutupll/.ldlna ~uld ~pin off ;i..-iui. aid. as. it. but fau:n~f tho fiv.: an1 cot ttl.Uirig 
ery af berialiu 11nd Improve 'h• ·-rbcn their busitlcss ml.du tue air. morn::y 11titorcp:raW:l;:i.nywbcic ucu 
~·· b:lnom ll.nc. lherc's no ll'IObe)' !lu\ ;u lhi:s pcbu. Widn1UI an infosion or c.&plil;il.J' ,-Husb::y !.:\id. '1'h:y ha.Ye thd 
to gcr die jcib done. n:w ia:Mctoa. dieir hmds .ltt: socr.e- LIWU!gemc:nr !Ind logiscic:d ~dCl. 

ASA, fin::inc:::d by c!l.cii:ktll:Y do!Jm hem wit.a ti...J." and it they •c::te ,eiYc:a t.b~ tl..twll::ial. ca· 
U ,S, ioyb:e prrx:!UQ:l'!i, c::a.n 't risk tbc A.SA llfU t:uuilW' wish lhc of"'l'lldon. pnbilitics ra Ju.mp-st.a.rt things, t.bc.a '"'C 
rnilli..,~ ~uin:d for me bard1111C1:. 1>L1t ,.,nlch Hc:r.thcy ...lied a .....,,.IJ-ll:laAllged bcUat1c: tbc:y c:t>uld b:s:om.: vi~blc cc· 
widl $2$.000, ic wu able ta hiri= 11 Eum- CILll.fu," llwugh pn:vlow d.dry develop- ~umt:r:e afl.r.n~ fecduutrJ. ~ 
psan comulr~110 uic r.bc nira, ba:lic: .l%!Cnl'. WOt"k coadll<:tc:d by ConAga. Tn:;,. 0l'ltl o( t!:.a plant! is la:a:z:d nCll' SL 
JUIPI'. "'14 the Cir.lz.cns Ne(IOI.;;( whlch ~ :l.11 Petersburr • .:1 hvec: m.:u-bl roe p:iulczy 
First.~ said. 1.1)!1 co1:1wl.1.11.n1 de· .2,l'fic:.c in"M'oscow. • prrx:!U.C:<l. TI--c. ASA ttl!a.oc:cd 1 3t\ld~ 

rfl•lllJllJ;ll"'llllll•lllllil A:SXa.1:ioohM 1:1c::q 1n ... .,1 ..... d in &sim:- 1a ~rminc "'h.11 tur:u:i.a!'l'c:ri'cl ehan6cs Llr~jcr::r cl~ in JiCr.a.~. Tl:e.n:. woW.d be needed i:o wm Ill" c;oa:ipan 
aiooyhau;ii pCCCllUOl'll' lDSClCi:lti1:111 it h3S llCOUnd. 
wor).:ed •lth hapi:, IQ ""p.tnd prod.llc- "Oncl!I thc:y•va C"Cmm.inc:d fa buie t'I!· 
Lion llf to';f milk. soy ice; cream and ~n)' ;oi:ruc:turinll'• c.o m.llllog :11 .,.iabl.e go, fl· 
floer. Ml'l<:ing Will J:..., $01.\Stll uiJ "'e bell•VC 

"'T11cy l1&'z:d the bcu.n"' bl.lL i,... ... ~ nc 1in.:ru:ing is avalbb!",~ l-fc.nhqo Slid. 
mocey IC' lrapgtt them,- Hcrsr11:y nld. Boih th<I Wcrid lbnk;i.;d USDA c:cx.ild 
.tfcrv~'""'" b::r:.:il.llld •bu.it~ Mi.::i.l'r.lmuc· be SOIJ!'c . 
rmc'' hat b:::r:n d.11*1.cped, tile p~au ''111n riobcdt t~ i;oini: l.D free up ~c 
rcigh! be abh: to ol'JUin fi !)lncinJ from !U11<li: unul ii bc:c=es c;J<=U ~ 1!1tty 
1hc WQl'l.d B .... i.., or b..ncfi~ (t0m a tr.S. Cun. rn:i.kc "g,o of lt. Thr:y h4"c la ma.I:" 
~p:i.r!..lftAllt of Ar,1ricill!UN "food for the: bu.1inc'-' plan d11>win11 ho-v cl;iey'r= 
Pmgraa-grw, '=~~======,,. gains w 11011.tUCture ••• Wb.oa lh"Y 1t1o.k:: 

~~~~--~----~~_.. ____ _j __ __::!!..!::.!l~:.!:!~!!!:!!:!!!!:.:!SiL---;ti;!!:!!!!!!!!~:::...~------~----~ th•tc:omm.ittl'lcnt,~cmQncywillcomc. 
fot'4':a.n:l." 
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A3Aaholwtieeri~!l:l.a~ 
Whh <:.."umjr, :a a.~,;..,. fcx:Q cc11e;l1:>1:i:11.:t· 
a~ with 1:1umi:l(Q"'tu hol®i:s. il:icll.:di:rlt a 
~yb::.1.ii Q'Ush.Uig plane 11.7-.d a p:iultry ~ 
du<;don facility. 

"The lhiog U:.t i11n:rt:.~::S Ill I~ ri:vit:o.1-
iz.i:ig their p<JUlrr,r wl,,"' ?..<1rshey said. 
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s~a.tlons tnlzhc be used to help in the: hd!cn to tint calving to ldls th:ui 22 
early ident.lflcaticu of :;;iclr.: animals re- montll.,. this might furtber ina-case prof. 
quiring ~anent. .its, but only if null: production ax:id m:am· 

A bei:tcr understanding of individual · maiy development were nol impRill:d. 
a.n.itml behavior c:ould provide a ba.:sis Appero:itly, Dpid .rate of gain prior to 
!er the imprt:m:1ment ch wide variety of puberty may be especially dctriment:tl 
manag.!ment ded&icms. Ul .c:iamm:£?)' p;wd develcpin:nt and :J,QP,. 

Dolcal dis~ !he ~cc:l!l cf csrro- sequcnc milk producdoa, 
genie and :indroienk implants on c:ir- However, VandeHa.ar believes Ibat a 
c:as$ quality znd maturity. The: cf!cct of hlgb prcrdl:i dietfe-d in co11jll.llction 'lllir..b 
c:ombinatioo (e:strcgenic:-1.lldrogcoic:) pni~ !crr.qrld iµjns, may c\lcn;QlDC 
implan.ts en :iltccr C:u"Q:!l.S c:iuDlicy ~a.de the negative effect oo mammiLl")' dc:vel
b wdl da;;ume.acc.d iu indic:i.ted ln Tiabk cpment. Table 7 cootai:D~ ~o..uth goes.ls 
2. Howcv.:.r. it is interesting tc note th111 and ratich ptoteill ~c~ndarlons for 
with llcifcn, the $a.CU: t"Jpc af imp lanes dally bcifas of vaOOU!I ages. As one c;an 
appcu to luvc little effect on marblini see, the rccomrneoded pro~ }ln"l!lS an: 
and qualir::y gJ'3de (table 3). much highE:t' than those used in conven-

Witb the c:h.:u1ge iD dlc B m.lltwi ty tioti:U programs.. 
gJ:li.dc, carcl!!l.s !!kclcW and lc.:l.o miuurity Ha,c:risQa ct al discussed the: m.echani· 
bas bczem.e an ilnpcrta:nt issue. The es- QJ prc:c~ing cf ccm sila&c and it' .s im
crogehic components in im;:ilanu may pact co 5illlic auoitivc: value:. Thi:i me· 
c:.anse some iDC%CSSe in maturity scarc:s., cbzi.nial pra:esling is aclllevcd by roll· 
but chis cll.an ~e 111 neither Jarz-c: or con- m mounte.d on silage harvcsteTi iUld lhe 
!istcar as illustrated in T:Wlei 4. The .same ca;r of tbc additional equipment wa.~ es
Qlt be said for I.he iaipa.ct of imp]a.Dt timaiM.:u.Sl0.000.15,0CCI. · 
trr:armirnc en meai: t:ndem.c:ss. 

The re$Ult:I of two 1eparatc ,tudw 
(Tables 5 l!l'ld 6) indicate chat combina
tion implant.~ bave little: impact on the 
s.hc:ar fc<a1 meaos cf Br:ilisb-an..~ Stl!efS 
c:i.R<U.Ses. Ho~...-cr. this is uot 11 simple 
iS.!Ue and the imp.act of hnplanr.:s en ten-

. 
\ . . . 

. . . 
. . ,. 

.. , . I 

~'1bciy ne::ded to ~ some irivestmc:nt 
to bring ic up ta speed and sdlc, so ASA 
lmi.\c.i!nod :m inrrodac:tioa le World Bank 
officiitl.s wh.o W~n't awan: o{thi:t par
ticub:r bu.lines s." 

The: ccnnecticn ctiuld result in fin<UlC· 
ing. up~mg, prcfiis-lUld then, hep:· 
folly, soybeans e:q:xi11s from the U.S. 

o I 

'/ •. 
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The Battom Line 
Theri:: m: significant business and cul

tunl diffc:rcna:.s be«w=a the bcc:f :snd 
dairy mdasU)'. Howc .... l!l", there arc WO 
maii)' physiological and nutriticmal .simi
larities l::erwc::n beef and dairy a.rWn.als. 

-. 
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I 
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\ 

\ 

' 

~r- \: 

Tc:o yc:in ago, the .Sovicr Union wa:; 
one of th~ biggest prctei.c lM!Xet:I in the 
"'orld, importing milliocs o( dollar:: in 

c:rim, d.e~~pil'..CI politi.c3.l problems and 
dc.,,elopment& char c:ah mal:c ASA· sin
vc]vco:11:nt :seem indirect. poorly pll:1ccd 
(Ir risky. "lt's the: fannas' money." 
Her.i.hcy s.:Ud.. "Board members get ner
vous when !hay hear bad ihil'ISS abt:ioc 
Ru,da - rhal. the !IIl.irrull numbers ;i.ce 
declining, or tbilt the macrOet:CT1cmic~ 
of the place~ in rurmcil. Bue each lime 
they look .ac it hard, the medium- t.o long
tenn picture i,, quiie fe.ve~blr:. The de
mand is there, and h'5.pcl going to gp 
11W3y,''• r-= -

·, J·\oils..:eds acnoally. 

i;:.,1 
":::: BEST AV/1/LADLE COPY 
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74:7'7. 
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Bpln!s,JUL.A.Oll'l.mld, u.. ~..J.!'. r-. 
:D.ll.. GUI, .LG. Jl.llry, JIO. W'JV aiJd II.A. ;i.laa. I.BL 
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ll!ld •!?Id·~ <>I J11J.ri ?>,. ~·ans ... J, AAi-Sd.. 
61&3312. 
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la:l!ualacr, u<I ,... ... 1111101 amrllk>D: ~ •ad 
pra bleuw. J, Aa1m. kl. 12.sllln. 

WDl.b&ak, J~"'~ J.Bamt, ltJ. "'•rwta..lit.E. bio-1r., 
A,C. Caok,, W.t..1kn:1..Jds a...I M. W • .11.u1::ii.. UM. 
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Feed business U:i the North.ca.st llfl!3o~11 swi.c 
would br: wckc.me. Homlliy valqcs were up sbar 
CQllJ futures prices. Rising board kvel.s c:rt1se 
markr::tJ. Suppliers wen: having an e:i;tr:mely 
lcivcls, or wb&:rt= the markei should i:ra.de.. SCJ:c, 
May futurc:s COD~l, ""hile cthas wcresuppo 
dltlpp::d the ba.1i8 in an effort o::r cbtaia sales., the 
ment costs. Brewcts and dlstilleN gn.iD.s' prlce; 
Ing values far con:i. Midd.s pric.cs rose a bi[, du, 
with the approach ofEasr:r. flcur :i;.;ilcs iucrc slo 
!here wer= limited p~ to .ship. 

Ingrcdienc marl:eu: jn tbe Midwes1 again Sc 

Alrho1J.1fh .some produ.:u mc:ivcd briskly, high 
50j'bcan meal iu:cmcd t.o tabi the wind CllJt c 
.. seccod-tic:r"" ini;rcd.lcnts also climbed, bot th 
haw &elid they Wert: due LO guienlly slu&oish f< 
&temmcd from furun:.:; m:uht$, with C3Sb sales 
bean mce.l .6rmcd aa crushi:Jg margins dera:ior 
44%-prctcl.n pmduet traded Bl S l 6 w:ider the M. 
about $3.40 oc the wc;k. Gram barges w1;n: 
Ri,,.er as flcodlng e:i.sed, but mOf'll! n.in =d ~r: 
qucsticn;i ;;i.'bout 11dwciooitl probleDU fhi.s sptio; 

Strco!th in inidwca~rn fucurcs and cash mar} 
co West Co:ui feed price:f. Ph:ssurn ca wyb:a; 
pie;::. hi~. and higher mjd~~ l!le31 a11d b 
jllmp abruptl~ - with lhc !hra3t of even highe 
for i.1cstt:m hzy tock rcugb>1ge val~ to .wiw i 
near S l 00- the most in years - and~ ht 
markets f.1J1J1Cd with heevy dem:uid.. Distilk: 
highc:r, and hominy moved upw3J"d fcllcwir.; 
dairy ration. Gr:tln5 were ~1 firm and active. 

• T>r.i.1 r~pnrt ww c:ornpili!d hy Fecd.stuffi edi:. 
Ya,k. Misw1.1.ri a7td C<Jlijamia. I ~~~·t Tel..l1:ty, Hel":lhey 3ldd. the dc:m:ind still 

~:i~· I :J~~~e.wml~WPi1llimRJiM'Pe'!PiS'3@ l 
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Local. che'e'se~ rriaker.2makes/diffeience ''.iB:: ~ussia 
·~~ ... ~-~ :~:. •.;·: ·.:.j ... ~ ···-··~-~ _.,':..•.:· . ~/1 ~~- .:f:: '.~'ff'·~~.""?:~· . ·e} '·.:.t~~ ;;, ;1:1 . ! ~>. ·:.'.-.~.··.: :. ':~: " 

TheKutter mime' has lorig l:i'een'familfar to Genesee~- ·'difficulties; however/when Russian customs:officials 
County residents because of the family's cheese-male- .: would not release the equipmei,it u~tit Kuttei .and his• 
ing, ,operaPon ·'in. Pi;;~br,qke. l;~tflY\ t~e, !1.ame h.as , group p~i~.~ Jl,~b\!·;.fin,aJly, aft7r a·~ .I/2-Il}onth. fight, 
become· associated w1t~ ·another place ·thousands of· · the Gennan government; feanng mcreased emigra- . 
miles ~~ay .fr.om)ts .. W!!ste~. 1'.i!!~nXC?rk bas.e ...,.-- · tion by de.~titl]~!; B.!ls§i~ farmers, paid $46,000 to get '. 
namely, .t~e .natioi:i, o(Russia~,.'.. ·., 1 .:.~ ::d·-, ·. · · the factory,shipment through. ; ;{ · · .~ ··:·;:. · · :· · ·. 
'Busin.essman Anthony,:J~utter _ri;;~e!J.l.ly comple~~~., · .,. Kutte~ then headed for Russia where he liv~d and < 

his. fi_fth, .trip to .t.hatdis.tant soun~ •. w.here he he,! ped ;::: ~~~~rk~d.~am~n·g. the. M~nnonites,' sharing" their home/·: 
. Mennonite r~~rs bm!d .. a .ch7,ese Jact9~ .fr.~.IT.1: l~e:::.u.food~ out~puse and meager .w~Y, oflife~· The new foe~ 
g~ound ,up m l'f euqach1~0, m · ~Ol!~h~i;n Si~ena;)!1s.: . tory _he helped ,cre~le began .operations last. month, 
~1aPil was recently· c.~romcl~d .. m · an. !fll:rvi,~~;~"Y11~n'.' although Xutler says cheese man~factured' there· will ·~ 
. .Y News st~ff \Vnter Manlyn Pfalz~r. · ... ·•' · · ,; . probablrnol be sold;. but-rather used. as barter.for 
Smc~ .1993, Kutter has wo.rked ~s a., volu~~eer f~~ , items' like fuel and farm.equipment. -. .. · -.. .. · ·· 

the Citizens Network for Foreign ·Affairs Inc, . : , · · . " .· !. , .. . 

Agribusiness . .Volunteer. Program,.: helping farmers ·· Al~~ugh th~se f~~e~ ?I'e still fadrom e~onom~
across Russia and the Ukraine ilJlprove dairy pr.od!JC- ... ~ally·. s7~~~e, · l~e1r :·c!rc~mstances have,. c~earJ~. 
lion and become ·more self-sufficient. His work .. improved! th~nks to the hard work of.Kutter . .They· 
re,guires a huge. coill;mitme11t of time: ri:sources,. 'en er.- . ~~.now ~,~ye .:th7 .. t?Ols ~o·~~!p .. control th_eir ·?\VP destiny.' 
gy and pati.ence .. : · : :. , . ._ .. ;'.'.". '..' .... :.: "'.::· .. ;, .:>:we. ~ommend ~n~hony J.Cut~erfo~ his .efforts on. 

Bef?re his latest, trip. to Russrn, Kutter spept ~ Y~:U: ·: 1 ,~eh~lf of.t~e, R~ss1a~ pe~ple: Its no:t .of~~n .that a per~·. 
ro,u!ldrng up used. equ.ipment, incluqing farm ~~llc.ing.: ... son .. mak!!~, a~d1fferen~e .. m ~1s hometm~n and some-;· 
m.achines, which was shipped overseas for use at the· where far away. ~utter,1s domg both~ and he deserve51-
new factory. The Pembroke. business~an fa~ed ~o~e: · pr~~~ f~.~-~is. u11se.J~s~. ~~mmit.mef!~;::'·J.· . . · · 

,,.. . . .~." 

JFEBR.UARY:iO,• 1997 

·:~T:4P~ights Of· Siberia 
............ • ... 

====~ 

.. ' ..... , .. _ . :· .... . .. .-~ .. ~··· . . . . . . 
· • ·• ·' .• ,., .-.,-.,~ "~•" • , · ·· · · • Photo a11d caption by Weegie 

Toiif'Kilitfriown·er of Ku tter's Cheese, spoke to-Rotary' about 
his trips ti»Russia to share his expertise in cheese making. He is 
no~ in :.S\~eria' starting ~nother cheese factory. . ':.: . . 
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Perryan Involved In 
Volunteer Teaching 

roject In Ukraine 
Perrvan Dale Dunivan recently re· 

turned' from a volunteer nip to Ukraine 
where he taught Ukranian fonners fi
nancial management, business plan
ning, marketing and basic record keep
ing. 

He volunteered through the Ci ti· 
zens Network for Foreign Affairs 
(CNFA) Agribusiness VOiunteer Pro
gram. 
~ In Ukraine, he outlined income and 
expense projections as a 1001 lo deter
mine ·which crops to.grow and de
scribed dav-10-dav record keeping nee· 
essary for, farm/agribusiness manage
ment. 

Dunivan conducted for seminars for 
new private Canners in the Ukrainian 
regions of L viv, Chemivtsi and Zalis
chyky where approximately 30 partic· 
ipants learned about faun management, 
record keeping, expense and income 
statements. balance sheets and crop pro-
jection analysis. . 

In addition, he had the opportunity to 
speak before more than 300 students at 
agricultural universiiies in Lviv and Za
lischyky. Topics included a general de
scription of American agricullure, mar
ket driven economy and financial man
agement principles. 

Presentlv, he is an international train
er who teaches courses :ma provides 
technical assistance in business plan
ning and fin::mcial management. 

Prior to returning to Perry, Dunivan 
stopped in Washingmn, D.C. to provide 
briefings about his assignment 

Teaching is not new 10 Dunivan, who 
has 30 years experience in the field of 

education. He taught school at Orlando, 
Morrison prior to moving to Missouri. 
He was a teacher of biological sci
ence and agriculture education for !he 
Francis Howell school district and a 
professor of science education at Lin
deiwood college in St. Charles, MO. 

Dunivan previously served as an el
ementary school principal in Missouri. 

He is a native of the local area, 
graduated from Sumner high school 
and Oklahoma State university and did 
graduate work at OSU and Stanford 
university. Dunivan also worked as a 
science consultant for the state de
partment of education in SL Louis. 

He returned to Perry in 1991 and 
for the past four years has been sharing 
his teaching expertise in other coun
·tries. 

Dunivan first became involved in vol
unteer trips through the National FFA 
organization. Since 1992, he has taken 
17 lrips to countries such as Rumania, 
Poland, Russia, Ukraine and Czecho
slovakia as a trainer and technical as
sistant for the Land 0 Lakes industri
al development program. 

Most rewarding, Dunivan said was a 
project that involved seven nips to Ru
mania where he was involved in cur
riculum develooment for an a1!riculture 
school. • -
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Sy WENDY LOY. . . · Pr · · · · .y. ' ' ·: · · condu'cting a caci'~aign to 
Persp~c.tives/Educatio~ Edltor .. ' . ska:6nduded ~ri/~~cµJ.· i~volv·e· local administrators 

It was a unique spring break .. · · tural education program. that and school boards in e-ncourag-
for Menomonie .agriculture .. focused on ~usiness and mark- ing a'gric'ultural education 
ins.tructoi · Jean . D'Angelo. . et economy~ .expos.in_g st~den.ts · ain ong · secon dar)< s·choo I 
Rattier than taking a week off · to . ma.nagement .nsk issues students. ; ._::.: . : · ''. 

. from· teaching, she traveled to ,. involved in agtjbusiness. Her. "They vie~e"all very suppor· . 
Russ!a to find students yearn- class consis.ted _.o~ 24. eighth tive'ofthis program,".she said. 
ing for. information about gradersj ·roughly· half had "But again, the question was 
agriciilt4re. . . parentswho .farmed._. . . . ; . 'where is the money.going to 

D'Angelo returned ·March Language.was not a_barri~r.. · come from."'.·· ·' · · '· 
21 after spending two weeks. for D'Angelo/who.h.ad a tra!'.!s- · .. • D'Angelo found the schools 
on a volunteer trip to Konako- lator (the English teac_her from ·. in Ko.nakov<t . to.• be'·''lacl<:ing 
vo, Russia, where she helped to the. school). with, ... her. at :ilt: :many of the most .basic sup. 
develop the· young ·farmers times. :·· · ·: · .· .- ·· .·, plies; ·chalk and chalkbp'ards 
movement there. m was pure-' .. "They.are bjfrig ~o·sfart a:. 'were available, buteven'paper . 
ly cJiance .she was assigned to ·,youth program for 'young peo-.. : .. "and pencils we"re sometimes 
that'City, which-happens to be'" ··pie interested in agn~ulture," . difficulttofind.Sh.ewas'forced 
Menomonie's: sister city in · · she said. The ~cup would . to ,'improVise' for· ·spe~fai ':pro~ 
~ussia.) D'Ange.lo tau.gh~ agri- . target people 1.3 .. to 1.8. years ; . jec~s; . a.~· piece :::of :me~al. ;.was~ 
cultural education w1thm the old.: · '. · · .., ... , · . . ...... .twisted mto a circle to serve as 
local vocational school, build-'. D'An.gelo ~.also assisted the :.:a hulif hoop; .'$rri'a11 bloc'k.s ·of· 
ingupon projects started there vocational school in develop: .. wood h'ad to J:>e loc'ated.ail'd cut ' 
in .Septemb!'lr 1995. . . ing ~n agric~lb~ral cun:t_culum · by the .. p rfn c i p' a J; : and 

"The opportunity fell in my ·appropriate to students. pre-. . D'Angelo's·hostfamily brought· 
!ap," l)'.A.i:ielo explained, and ... paring f~i: _a career ~s private· her clay' fro~ t!1e po~tefY;Jl:lc~ . 
. 1t was a chance she couldn't · farmE?rs. ma developing mark- . tory for. another project: . ·' · · 
pass up. · . ·:et economy. She worked with' ·''They just don't have.money 
. 'JJsii:ig'.over 10 years of·. teac~e~~ .. to:.impr~ye :their_ .. for anything,".D.'Angelo"said; 
experjeni;:e in agricultural edu- . understanding of market prin- ' ·espe'cially. an '.'extra~ like the 
cation, :D'Angelo volunteered , ciples,''an:d conduded lectufes .. :proposed youth '.group.«'I hope 
th.rough 'the Citizens Network .in local schools on economics. I can find grants he"re'ti> help.". 
fo(J.~o~~i~ .. A!Tairs CCNJ?~) ... ;:-·.~'1n·:<aqditi?11; ·o·A.·nge)~ .. -,·:'. The :~outh ·.o(~u,~~i~.~op'f' 

·Agril:Jusiness Volunteer·. assisted Russian teachers in ·see agnculture·:~~s;~'pos1tivei 
.. · · · · . _:: . ·. '· , : , . career possibi.Hty:· D' Angelo 

· ":·:and local leade.rs, hope a youth 
program similar fo:th~· FFA 
program here would 'help'. to 
·change that .attitude; · · · ·: · ... 
. D'Angelo stayed with· a fam- · 

ily in their small. apartment·: 
while ·in;· Konakovo. ;As -far.· 

· 'mers, their land and ·animals 
·. wer~ located across.the Volga· 
· River.· The mo.ther an'd 'her 

.el des~ ·daughter ·were "very 
activ·e in· the push to get an 

"· agricul_ture' youth irou pest.ab~ 
:. · lish'ed: D'Angelo 'said she was · 
;i ~pia'.zed :~b,Y''their<iio'p"tihliStic" 

• ~· ·y;e~s;~de,spite.a11j£..th~~P~9~~~ 
.· 1~~s.::they._face:every.'.~ay.-". -:: . 
. . . I as_ked Nastya · (the· 
.:: da.u~~.terL .. how. she' ke.eps 

going. She said it ~as just in · 
.. her, b]o?d,; ~nd s~e was a very 
·. deterrmned person,": D'Arigelo · 

.· . . . ., . .. ~ _'said. ·1 • >. . " . .- • 

Daughter Nastya (left) and ~other Tatjyana · (r.lght) Foklna, ·.: He'r host family was not the 
members of D' Angelo's host famlly1 are leading the charge to only people D'Angelo found · 
Improve agrlculture curriculum and start a ·youth 'program In wi~h a. positive attitutde, 
Russia. Here, they are-pictured with D'Angelo and Yuri Fari- · despite all of the problems and 
nyak, di~ector of the Institute tor Advanced Learners In Agrlcu I· struggles they face'.. · ' 

, ture, a vocational school In Tver. · · · "It's _amazing 'how much 



j 

. : . . .. . . . Photos courtesy Jean D'Angelo 
Jean o· Angelo and her Interpretor Luba Yurjevna discuss information In the FFA Handbook with 
a class at. Kona~ovo's School #3. 

BEST AVAILAlJLE"COPY 
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Former Moundridge r.esident 
organizes co-ops in Ukraine 

by Janet Laird ship, studied at North Dakota 
MOUNDRIDGE •• Larry University and wrote a book 

Krehbiel has been spending time "American Cooperatives vs. Th~ 
"·In the Ukraine organizing coop- Collective Farms". · It is Dr. 

era lives for. private farmers. "In Zivonchuk who sets up the meet
the past two years I have been ings and organizes the coopera· 
there ten weeks. I have been con· lives. . 
ducting educational seminars in Larry Krehbiel explained that 
ten Oblasts." Krehbiel explained the Ukraine is greatly lmpover· 
that an Oblast is equal to a state !shed and that the main goals of 
in The United States and in the the Ukrainians i.s putting food on 
Ukraine there are 24 Oblasts. the table and staying warm. 

"I started the project by myself _Krehbiel and his wife, Barbara, 
and In two years we have added will return to the Ukraine in June. 
three more instructors.• "I have managed cooperatives 

Krehbiel has been working with for over 30 years, with part of 
Dr. Vltaly Zivonchuk In the those years as a consultant." 
Ukraine. Dr. Zivonchuk was . The Krehblels live in Pratt 
awarded The Fulbright Scholar· where he owns Agri·Buslness Con-· 

· · · sultlng. · . · 

Barbara and Larry Krehbiel are visilMg the Ukrane in efforts to organize 
cooperative farming. (Photo by Janet Laird) 
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WNY cheese mclker hylp~ Russians .llla~~,,qual~fy P~od1'ct 
, , . .. ": . " '. ; • ; . .' ·' ·~··~ , .. ,,.:. :~ :.~~·, ,.. ; : ', • •. • • , , • : r• . • " • • • - •·• ·«•. . ..... 

· Dy DOB DUYER .making·· ~quipment ~'ss·~·ril·bl~d '~'~d·. on Saturdays and men .on. Sundays~· 
. ·.· ~hipped t<;> {{us.sia.'.' .. "he· sai.d: ,. _,\. '. . ~~: i· L ', Fcir· · alhhat;' Kutter ·Clearly . .'enjoyed . 

. . "Once. it, was· landed, ·it· lay at the: :; hi(stay;',"Food was plentiful,'':· he said. News Staff ~eporter 

. . ·.port for .seyeral months: Although Jc ."Most· people had chickens or ·a· pig · 
. P~MBROKE - !n N~udacluno, told the port ,officials; th~~ the· equip->· and t.hey· frequently· offered us sau·: 

Sibert~, a 600~populat1on village more • ment was for .humanttanan ,purpos~, "sag.e. n:ry my.· sausage/: they .would . 
than _,000 m.1les from Moscow, the." when they heard that· the cheese ulth .. ,urge us.'. .·· , · · , · ,;:', ... 
German-speakmg locals ·call Anthony · · mately ·would be sold, th~y wanted . Kutter said he· did not. mind· the·: 
'!'· Kut~er •.the g~osse kaesi; macJitr :- ._bribes. to :release. it:~ .. : , · . : . . '". ; · cold .temperatures; which ·sometimes 
m Engh~h, •.he \>1g cheese. "Corruption is everywhere iri Rus- · dipped• to 20. below zero: "Aild ·when · 

: The title ts well earned. After three. sia," Kutter continued. !'The: eountry is:. the sun came out,· which was often, I 
tnps : there, the latest a month-long\ so corrupt· that it's. hard. to" get ·things felt g~od,". ~utter- · s~id.: "I · never 
stay 1n February when. te~peratures · done. And noboily:has'any:money.,Be-·. caught a col~. ': . : ., .. 

· averaged .. fiye b~low zero, Kutter sue- cause the Mennonites :there ·can't sell'· He found it easier to' help the. men 
ceeder.l tn starting a 500-p~und-a-day anything; they can't buy anything.';In-:' .build the 40~by-70-foot cheese plant · 
ched~a~ cheese plant that ts capable · stead, they 'barter - . a load of cheese;: and the cheese storage cooler· than to 
of tnphng that output. . . ~ for a load of oil or tractor: parts;:;for:: teach:· them American' dairy practices. 

Kutter, who has 49 years of cheese-' · example., Food always is a:·goo.d barter · The )ittle factory processes all the ~ · 
maki~tg experience .behind him! had a. item."'. .. : ·. · ',· ". ~ ·. · · . . 1 

•• 1"!1ilk, from an adjacent._BOO-cow callee~ .. 
mulu-layerer.l · assignment with the · Kutter accustomed· himself to Neu- t1ve. farm.· · . . " ·" · : . :. , . . ... 
Mennonites of Neudachino. . dachino•s· lifestyle •. Homes ;are, heated · · . Knowing· that quality ·cheese ·can.'.· 

"[t took me a year to· get· the with coal;:only some have ruuniug\va:-. only.be made from quality milk and·· . 
cheese vats, vacuum and packaging ter. The house he occupied lacked in- that his Siberian hosts had little or no :, . SHARON CANTILl.ON/Buflalo News • 

machines, compressors, churns, boilers, door toil~ts. Baths are.a weekly occa:. . Anthony W. Kutter Is "the big : 
milk tanks and all the other cheese- sion in a. community bath - women ·See Kotter P~ge,D6 . cheese" in Neudachino, Siberia. : 

.'I, ·• · .' t' , J', ., . "\ .. 

Kutt~r: TaUght hi~.4p&tS',~ ,litl,f e;<;~Pitaiism 
~ . ;.··. :~ .•. :.·~-:!"'.~~!···:.·;· :.;,,!~:--~:.··:-'~i .. ~· ..... ·:·-\'.•;_:.: t ~ 

,_'.,"···. 

Continued from Page DJ , · .ultimat~ goal J~; to sell che.ese: to .. Nel!d~chino: .I guess I am the only 
. people m Omsk, the large S1b~nan f Ainencan who helps them start up 

sanitizing, ,devices or soaps becau~e , c!t>'· : " ·~, » : . , ·- : ; '.;.,cheese p\ants. Several groups have 
they don t have the money !O buy_; : :Actually,·. the semi-retired ("I . invi!ed.me to help.them start mak· 
them, Kutt~r worked hard with ~he·: can't sit and ·do; nothing"). part->;··ing_.cheese/'; $aid Kutter, 64. · 
~armers. to. improve barn .and milk· OWJ!er of t~e Ku.tter• Cheese ,plant ~r,' ... :. .. .. .. · : ·. · . · . 
mg samtahon. : " . .. has· made· five tnps to the former . · Kutt er and his brother, R1ch-

''.We made the milk better than · S'oviet .,Unio.n· and is' planning a.:·,, ai~, also semi-retired, built up. the 
it had been," he said. "But dairy/ ,sixth in M.ay. •:1.wanl to help :peo· ): Kutte~ .•. cheese business .their late 
sanitation remains a . major ·and: pie ·in Tuer,· a. 500,000-population .. father .began a half-century ago. 
frustrating problem,!' . · .·' sister cit)' of Buffalo, make di,~ese .\ .. :· · .. ,. · · . . 

Kutter also pushed a little capi- · · curds just,!ike w,~ : make .ar ~.ur.-." :"l'.11 go back to _R~~1a as .on:.n 
talism at 'his Neudachino ·friends::, Pembroke· plant, . he said, ·~iA ·.as:my ~ealtq pernuts, he said. I 
"I told them to build a store·: cheese pla11t .alrea~y .exists there. ·":-.want _to he!p these people and. do 
where people could get b~tter, ice,• "They hearCI .about my·w9rk for :. something t~ get ~ussian·Ameri
cream and yogurt," he said .. "The , the Gennan.7descended pe9ple . of cap tr~de. gomg agam." 

• ~ • • • • •" • • • ' a • r • • .W. • ,/ • • •. ' ' , ' ' ·' '-t., • ', '' ' " • • • • 
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'· Pt1blished Monday:friday afternooris a~~fa~iu@~FrilJfriiiigs by' ',· 
Batavia Newsp'apers C0rporation, a subSidiary'.ofiJohhson Newspaper 

" ·; "1 ''· :., .,, · · Corpoiation"~1;·~Lc'•:·~ .. :, : '· · · 
1, • ·.!t·! ~ " .t.., . , , ~·;t,,~.:.':~>.tfU;f~ ·~iJi~t~ ·:' . .. . ... 

" 2 Apollo Dr., Datavi11,,N.v~·;14020; (716) 343-8000 , , ;. ;~i•.· 
:·. ; ,-·· . ""·· .;:,:.t.;~:~-"··~t."\':". .. ,_.,. __ ,·-~~~·::··1 
; ' ·'· • · E-man: batitews®m1~com · · :':: :.w:~~;d:.' 

1 ~ - . ': ••.. ·~ ,_ ,· ,;:':.=J.::.": l'l' .. J~/ 

- - - -
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M f, . .· . . h _ z· . ill . .. :·r .... ··~·;·· ;~-.. :~·~ ... ,.;:~~~~.:-~:,._~-~r[).:· >·r.;·'.'.···.·r:·z·a:;.. ;~ ;+·n· . ·q·;:, "'. .. . :._;.1fl/. . . ·t .· : .... ·· an e P·sJ,fj 'U'ss·ia· · ;"s· .,·-~ · ·uz .. ~:·n ,,e,e· s·e ·· ac· ory ; . -~. . . ;}' JJ . ·~ . ) •· . '. ;l,IJ: ··7Jr ; • . : JC:. :' .' .. -~'.; . . . ;, . ·!':-. 
J .. ·.: .. : .. j,~.f·1 :···~.·· ! .. t.f~·:.;{-..-.·-:···,.1 :··.· ·-. 1 :,···l"!";'a .. ,~i; ~· ~·L/.~~~~ .. ~··. "1· .. ; ··:::··~!.ff.~{r:·· 1:r~: .. ,1·,;.~. : .... ~ • • • •. •••• ·~ . • .,,.w · • .-· . 

·'. s~ .Ma~llyn Ptalzed t · ; · ;',::~}f u'l:t~~~',we ~idn't h~v~ jno11~Y 10,'il'ay.:~·: ./'w' •• , · 
" Dally N_ews Staff Writer • • . : ~ · , bribe: II, was ,humM~taqa!1~,a1~!~~j~~.~~-~ 

· PEMBROKE- During lus fifth tnp shouldn t be.~harg~d~,;!,9,~YlatS~~.9,J~'l.~f;[.hi(; 
to Russia under the auspices of the Cit- the cheese P!P~S~~JJl!!lli~\(Q!iJ~P!~!~)·~ 

: izen~,~~l\.YOf~Jor.~Qn;ign ~ff~!J:S.,!nc:ti~r.~.11q 1we:~~hou}ffpay to get th~ equ1p.ment 
:. Agribusiness ·;;: .. Volunteep'.\ ~rograrnt ~out of cuslo"ls. They won, ·he said. 
;-Anthony Kutier drew~'from';'40 yeais • The German\i~gove,rnment:ll paid•i.:r 
· experienceiin· the'~heese industry ,to $4,6,000 for.t~es~ipm7rit:_in tpeiµteres~~~~ 
b~ild. a factory from t_l.1e gr,?~nd up in o~ re;tucmg lflln11gr~t1~n· !Jy' _desperN~:~j: 
Siberia. " . . · ... . , \ ~uss1 an farmrrs,.1;:1:,: , :rm n.w.1!~•~:1:: t>',11!\ti,.,~: 
. Kutter said.his.frip to Neudachino'in. ,''1:'l'eudochino residents 1 .had1the:;sheU.~;!It 

1
so.uthem ·si.beria· and Tver, a· ".ilY · 1~. of\. the .. fa:tC?ry·,.f~!l~Y•1 Yf.h~n,,;l<)H!rnf~1 i 

,:~mies north .o~Moscow, wa~ "v;.~.-~·~·c.\. '!-"}V~d lo ms.tall:.~q~1~m,i:n~;~~ .. ~~i~,yg!~;r~~, 
cessful,. bu~ kind of exhaustmg. : ·:,~ .. · .. :\. tram1pg_einp!pye~~;.•l11 hin~C., :n·ii'.; :.;;;t!:~J 

·:';..Before .h!!'. left ··Pembroke:: t,he~; focal; ".~1 c;:i,ee~i;Jr.o.~: t!1.~;f~~to,~1 ,,\~i}ich;.""'.as ~'{: 
·7hees~ maker spent a year rounding up~ .. ;:up ;and:9pel';itmgJasl ;mont.~~·,pr,ob~q~)'.11;:;L 
.used equipf!l~nt~ everythingJ!o~ s~aP.r,ti wo~f t .~e"~ot.~. th~ ~~M~rR~~,;9.~~.in~ts.:+:\~ 
·to:,. w.ashed-down . farm .... m1lkmg: .. ; man said.-..:.;,,: ;· i ,,.~·.,,.,.;;":.; .. ,\ .. ~ ; .. ,, 
,;0achines,;:~~.;_!le··s11qwe~ the Menn?n-:(~· . '.~fe?ple ·dqn't ·.~.~.Y~,.~qn~~ 

1
to:buy,:1t

1 
1tes hO\v ;to ;improve dairy productwn .·~ anything. Th~ chei;se: w1 II .,be,: bartered · ;1!. 
·1hro·ugh.!nijjrov~d sanitat!?n 10 tab~f~~ ~.ror: t~ing~/li~~ _ru:~1.f or, !r,a~.!~ry. 1 ~v.c,fy_:. 't.j 
tory equipment. ::•' · . ' . · .. !. one·~1s ._s!~gglmg,": he· sa1.~ .. · '.~~'Jive~ .• (.: 
· "I ha4 ·to· make sure I had ev~ry- ·::'.with the in· for a .month' aflcr:l '_arrive4: ~ .'. ,'. 

:thing,:\he'said. "They don't have hard- :1-shared the 01.,1thous.e and ~ther:difficui-:· · 
. \'(are stores in Russia. They make parts .: tics. It's the way they will _live until the'. . !' ·, , 
in. ma~hine sh.ops wh~n you need economy gets goi~g. Yo~ ju~t ~ave:.1o'· . . The: big che'ese . ,. 

·something, and 1t takes time." . . "•. stay focused and nde out .tJle crises.' · 
· He shipped the equipment to Russia, · · .Kutter sa.id,. '~The Mennonites have ·Anthony Kutter of Kuller's Cheese Factory in Pembroke had to fight 

looking forward to the sta1t of the new such strong faith, they put up with a lot adverslly s_uch a~ bribe-hungry customs of!ici~ls to help Russian Men
f::ictory. then spent 2'lz months in an of adversities: They want businesses to 1

• nonltes build their own cheese factory In S1bena. · . , 
unsuccessful fight to get Russian cus-. survive." . ,.:·:'~:::'···; .. :i-'·>"·'.· !i. ·. . viability, lie s'aid. · · mcnts across Russia am.I the Ukraine'· 

. lo~n~ _gf~c~!~ .Jo .~~!ca~~. l~i.s .. r~ckag~~ ,~;.~ .• JJ~,P!9Vit!ed .an 'out~i~e of his acco~1-/1 
· ; Kuue: has .been involved with ~h~esc since 19?3• he said plans to keep in 

l~1t~ou~.; payment .of a•. bnbe, ,:Kutter~·\r~phshment~ ~prmg a v1s1t ;it Sen. Daniel producuon smce 1947, when he JOmed touch with the Neudochino plant 
"sa!~· . -·· . " .. , .. .. ··'. . . . P. Moynihan's. office, iq ~ashington,.: .his·father in the Pen~broke business. computer. "If they ~ave anr questions, 

We tried lo tell the Russians the D.C., before he.retume~.to.Pen:ibroke,,, t;,' One of more.Jhan ~00 CNFA volun- all they have to do 1s 17-mml them," he 
. equipment was donatcd.·We were vol- · ll was a (irst step toward economic ·leers who have participated in assign- said. · 

' ,. 1· ";~ ~ ~: 

-
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• Krull bo«lsts':i~:1,,<·_::::"li1.:;f ,!f~·~·~Aasheim;serves "" i • '.'.·sales and ~a;keting plan~ing. . 
.• · ., ·: "'· , .. : ... '.'!'':';~·:,»;.::'.·;.•:1::1:p.,,-.. 11.1.:;.1.J:."· • •• :;• ,.,,;J~ .. :•.•·: ....... ·,. · · ·CNFA 1s a non-profit orgamza-

:· · ·~PP.letr.ee.·.~e..t!IP~~~~.~p·;··'.·'.~e.tw()r~~19JMpldava· · : ~cin dedicated ~o stimulating interna-
. •·!MARSHAL!!. )/!l~Merli'Kniu:of; , :.; · 'MARSHAtE':...:!.,Marshall busk:; t1onal econom1~ growt~. and devel· 

;..i Marshall has':!i/elped·"Ap\)re't't"ee·i:' .ness executive:Harlan'Aasheim vol-.' .:,opme~t:'./: 1 '.::t . '11 
.·. .

1
• . · 1 

Institute increase. its membership in : unteered in Moldova recently to help ··• Marvin'.Windows . 1 

the·South Dakota''· · · • ... strengthen: three.fruit and vegetable,,'., h. « · ·,$·4: · 'II" · .. · ' 
··Sc.hools' Group,. · ·,,,·proc~sing businesses in lhat~untrr:,, ~ .. ~. i!lr~s . ... . ,ml ion. 

Insurance Pool · · Will\ .over,30·years expene!lceiuf:ii·:" W ARROAQ. (AP).::--:- Employees 
300 percent .. ' business finanace, Aasheim vplun~:, ,of.Marvin".Windows 'and Dqors are 
Curr~nt annu!ll -,. 11 teeri:;d,, .~hrough. 1:he ~9itize.ns;;;'.~n·g home 'a little so"?ething extra., 

. prem1_ums. unper·!:. ., \.Networ~ :1(0~ .. F?negn; .. Affairs,,!: : ... }'lle)Varro,1,1.d-based. c:o~p~ny _on 
.the dtrectton ·of:~; ;,;(CNJ;:A).Agnbusmess Yolunteer . Saturday announced U1e d1stnbut10n 
K~u.11 .~re $4 • .5 < , ?I '., Progr!l~:".l-!(pr9vided ,financial, ... ~ of:.~oreithnn ~.4 mil.lion in· profit-' 

· nullmn.. i •1~:\,·:· <tfl •0 ~xpertt~~,to..imprqye ~r'!cedure.~ a:id ;;,,~baring ,am.of!g 3,080. ~mpl~ye1:;5. . .~ 
•. 1 .. 'I)ie Appletree ,''": Petersh.•i· .· operat1pn~,;work1~g d1.rectly ,w1th, 1;,: , • Thats UP. from last ye~r ~ dtstnb
.,, Ii.:isu.tute,,a no!!•.: l;· ;d· v· ...... ~,: ;· .. ,.Moldovan an~Jone~n investors :to.,,~. utmn;o~ mC?r~ .. than ~3 m1ll1on. Tuel 
.,·profit corpornhon with offices .m .· gather and:wnte busmess plans ,lhat. comp~my's".b1ggest year for profit

.Marshall, assists.school d~stricts .in.,. will' be. used'·for grant and irrvest<:'. shrirurn was'(1988 "when more .. than! 
••. the state of Soulh: Dakot<i with their !i · !!•.edt prop~s::ils.: ... :: ,. : · · .. · '·~ y '.•· $20 m~llia~· was distributed.· .. · ":; · 1 

.... purchase of employee be!le~t~! ~11:. '.: . : : .~ashe~m, re~i;:~tly. retired. as .a~.;i':~· .. '.fh!l_i pqva!~ly ! owned ,company 
. has. worked for Appletr~e since ·bu sines~ ,service 'cons~.!.ta~t, f~r ·.:. m!lflufa~tures".n:iade-to-order wood 

October 1995.and markets m~urance.:ri:,CenexJLan,d Q.:Lakes. Hi;. 1.s exp~ri~;· ;, wmdq~,s ·and .do~rs. ,It oper"tes 
p~ograms and services to. ~choo~. ~~;; • e~i;:ed in busi,n~ss; ancl ·proj~?t' feasi-' · plants!:m Warroad; Ripley, Tenn.; 
tricls. : · · b1hty, human resource planrung, and Baker,.Ore.: and Fargo, N.D . 
... :. ~-·:t .. ~ .. -!•,:.·.·<:i1.1.,-·.-·. , :1.-.'.:.:~··l~~·<·. ·r·;.··t~i·./.-,1:·:•· ·'···1'·~· .. •······ ... ~ .... ,,,_··.·: :1.··. , 

··--··-·--·----- ··----· -----------------------------
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Kentuckians guide Uzbek group efforts 
On February 24, two 

Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Area Program Directors. Tony 
Holloway and Larry Smith left 
Kentucky to begin a 25-day 
assignment in Fergana. 
Uzbekistan. 

This trip was in conjunction 
with the partnership established 
In 1996 between the Fergana 
Private Farmers Association, the 
Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Federation, and the Citizens 
Network for Foreign Affairs. 

Holloway's assignment was to 
work with the Fergana Private 
Farmers Association, visiting 6 
rayons (counties} and conducting 
one-day workshops on the role of 
fanner presidents vs. e.'Cecutive 
directors, and workshops 
e."'(J)laining the importance and 
work of committees for the rayon 
board. 

ln four of the rayons, Holloway 
conducted a second day 
Workshop/General Assembly 
{county annual meeting) for all 
PFA members concerning the 
organization's by-laws. commit
tee structure, and elections. 

He also facilitated the hiring of 
an Executive Director to work for 
the association. 

In the other two rayons where 
Holloway worked, he introduced 
the new structure to the Rayon 
Board of Association. created a 
committee structure, and made 
future plans to hold a General 
Assembly. adopt the new by
laws, elect a farmer president, 
and hire an executive director. 

Smith's responsibility was 
much the same, visiting five 
rayons. Both Holloway and 
Smith drew on their years of 
Farm Bureau e."'(J)erience to ere· 
ate two one-day workshops 
which proved to be most benefi
cial to the newly elected presi
dents. e.'tecutive directors and to 
the new committee chairmen. 

Smith. 2n.dfrqm right, poses with a group outside a Uzbek shrine. 

Both Holloway and Smith were 
e.'Ccited to see the process of 
democracy work in a country 
which has been ·under commu
nist control for over 70 years. 

Enabling farmers to speak for 
themselves, and make decisions 
that effect them on a daily basis 
was an incredible new e."'(J)eri
ence. Farmers told them they 
hoped to be as successful as the 
KFB in 70 years. 

The way the Uzbeks farm is 
similar to the way Americans 
farmed in the early days. An 
average size farm is 5-10 
hectares, and It was difficult to 
e.xplain to the Uzbeks the average 
size farm in the United States. It 
was almost like they did not 
believe an American farmer could 
own and operate large size farms. 

And a big question for them 
was. "How much do American 
farmers pay in taxes?· 

The assignment given to 
Holloway and Smith -- •to create 
and conduct two. individual 
workshops· • proved to be both a 
challenge and a great C.'<IJerience. 

Smith and Holloway were 
treated like royalty whil~ travel-

ing 1n the Fergana Valley--from 
the weekend sightseeing trip to 
the historic city of Samarkand, to 
the lunches every day after the 
workshops. 

The food 1n Central Asia was 
rated "wonderful" by the two vis
itors. The national dish in 
Uzbekistan Is Pfl.AFF - a plate of 
rice cooked wtth mutton, onions. 
carrots, and any other vegetables 
the host desires. 

The soups of the country were 
also tasty. Holloway's favorite 
was what he called "Split Pea 
Soup.· Other meals would 
include SCHOLEEKE. a shish· 
kabob with mutton or beef. 
Bread, raisins, and fresh fruit 
were also available at the table 
during mealtimes. 

The Kentuckians said their trip 
was a success because ·rarmers 
in the Fergana Valley now speak 
for themselves. have an organiza· 
tlon similar to ours. and now can 
move forward in this new thing 
they call independence.· 

Would they go back again and 
work with the Fergana PFA? 

"Cenainly ·· ,;;e are looking 
forward to that day; they said. 
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Morgan·fc.irn1~frl?~£~Jt9hi.'U zbeki.stap .. 
··; ~organCountyfa~~ra~~long- '\ t. (:: ~.; ·:1 •, · "·.ll\ .i· · · &::a. 
llm?"fann Bureau ·member .L?IT)'.. .. ; : •. · :_·_J .. _·. ·r[h•" • · •' " , ... -;.\ · _illilll\V;! · Smith ofEzel recently returned from /()~ •; · 
the'" f(mner Soviet Republic or -v,\\':.~ • 
Uzbekistan wher'e he assisied farm
ers ther!! with te'ssons in democracy;. 
spe~ifically in the development.of · 
regional. Private. Farmers , Associa-··· 
tions.(PFAs). Smith worked as''an · 
extensidri of' a project stariech'in ... 
January 1996,~etweeri ttiel(eriiucky .· 
Farin Bureau' and PF As 'irl'. the··; 
uitjekistan ci1y or Fergana:·' 

1
,_':

1
, •• , · :: 

Relying ori his more 1hari 24 years .; 
or experience·~~_ the Kenluc~y Fami'. 
Bureau, Smith volunteered !-for' the . 
asifign:ft}'e.rit ·~hrough 'Jh.e'."Ciii~~~.~ .. e:::!:m!!!!'al!i!!!5!:··:\!J: .... ll.ilJIB· llllfil!!··-~----llllMJ~lllllllll.l!ai.J 
Net work. ,for For.e_i gri ;. A/f~.•:s '~-;;,~ 'i~it.'La:~fyi''.$n1ith1 ~f·~~e'i;u~id1:i'nmied .Uzbek! ·~gro~(),riisl: t'(ahs1~16rs 

· Gulrriira Torokufolia and Sharipa Mirzaevna, Muhamal Nlshonov, farmer 
1·. · See UZBEKISTAN Page 2 .. ·ani:I PFA leader, and Uzbekl agronomist Abdurashid Halimov. ' .. ' ' ' • ' ~ ~' •• • :• ._ . . . • • . • t • : " • .:.. •.• 
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u zbekistari -~·:~ ... . 
(~~~-dnu~dFrc/111 .. Pag~ One) 

(CNFA) Central. Asia Partnership 
·Program. His goal was to _help 
increase the participation of 
Uzbekistani fanners in their own 
Private Fanners Associations and 

: he worked with committees to elect 
"!·if armers · ai>i. PFA:· piesiden!Start'd!!as 
.. rC'gtb1fal boards 'of assciciatlcins and"." 
.·selecting a director .... ··. '.:.,. .:,:.( .i 
· · · Smith visited five regions·: in; 

Uzbekistan to. conduct work!;hops ( 

on the. rqt~:_of fm,ner~presi~e!lts, l 
and to introduce and review bylaws i 

· establish.ed tq · create an .advisory 1 
.-.service and stemgtghen the PFA.. 
.:::;Smith also discussed resoJ~tions 

.. and roles of commiuees within the 
~' PFA, as. well as. ttie iesponsibi!ities 

. of presidents and ex.eeutive: direc
. tors: In· addition,· Snl.ith' facilitated 

~'../e~o~r.atic .~lc::s.tj?r,is_/of RI:!\ p,re~i
:, dents,; 'ithe .f1rst,.of:1pe1r' kind 1 

. Uzbe~st~n·; and_conductedtv.:o-dayt 
. committee seminars· and. a chairi 
.. man/director seminar. . . - . . l 

.. Slnith. said it wa.5 heartening td' 
see the keen interest demonstrated· 

·.by .u~b~~scini fanners in bn:aking 
· a"".ay:,from the collective fanning 

methods. forced upon them under 
"com,Duiiism. Only 'r~cently hav~. 

. sinne. of the huge collective fan:ils· 
. been broken up and the land distribY. 
. uted ·among the people to ope.rate\ 
privately. He said they realize they' 

. cannot reap the full benefits _of pn-:, 
.· vate operation without democniti- · 

cally-elected farmer organizations· 
t9_ work in their interest. · · 

.· .. Ori his way back to Ezel; Smith · 
stopped in Washington·, D.C. to 

.. visit c~e~,office of 5th district ~~p/ 

. Har~lq ~~gers to provide priefings , 
on his assignment. . · · · · · .· 

·• .· · Smith, who resides on a 235-acre 1 
; f~ at Ezel, has been· employe~·:: 
with the Department of Agriculture: 

''in _Frankfort~· He also taught high~ 
school science .. biology. and" voca.A 

· ~onal agriculture in West'.Libertr~ 
and has worked as an. agricul · 
agent for a local bank; He has b' 
an Area Program· Direc.to,r for thel 
Kentucky Farm Bureau: for 24 
years.· · '· ;. '· · '·· '· 

. . L 
. The project is pan of CNFA'st . 

Central Asia Partnership Program'( 
(CAPP), which is fund,ed by. the~ 
U.S. Agency for International De-~" 

. v·elopment (US~ID) through. thi 
Countepart Consortium, CAPP·: 
aims to. support the emergence or" 

.. pri.vate f~ing in Central Asia by~ 
strengthening local private farmers'\ 
association's and stimulating .U.Sf· 

. private sector Jnterest in the region:;~ 
. . C:NFA)s a n"o~-profit organiza}; 
110~ dedicatedw stimulating inte~~:. 

. _natlo_nal economic growth and iJ'e.:,: 
velopment. CNF A works with com:~ 

, pan~es; entr~pre.neurs, farm ~~up~.;; 
busm~~s alhan_ces, and' other group!>~ 

: to ·cre~t~ li;s~ng .and effective op.'.~ 
portumtles m mtematibnal markel.d 

::.' :.Smi~, w~o was guest speaker at~ 
-,t~e .. )V"est: Liberty~ ~iwanis Ciub'i 

· · ~:!Uet!ting Mo~~'~idls~uWrl..· .h• ·.c. ~.•'1 
,· $. " - 'Tf l .•. ._ \ 1' ~M~~~~ 
.. p~n.ences m vzoekista1V · ' .. '·- :'!~4'.~ 

.. , 
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New Era !lhol~ by Rldiard HertI!tr 

Mount Joy tanner Luke Brubaker spent three weeks in ~ussia, teaching farming methods. 
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Mt. Joy farmer visits Russia 
to share his dairy. knowledge 
Sees plenty of promise, numerous pitfalls for large country 
by Ed Klimuska 
New Era Staff Writer 

tion. The bad was an agricultural system that is 
moving from a state-controlled economy to a free . 
market American-style economy. The move is 

Luke Brubaker is a vintage Lancaster County h~ving troubled times as the Russian economy is 
farmer. in bad shape, marked by low wages. shortages 

He owns a 450-cow farm outside of Mount Joy. and poor production. 
managing an 800-acre dairy agribusiness with his "This is a land of golden op'portunity if the 
sons, Mike and Tonv. f 11 l k 

He's involved iit farming issues, serving as armers can rea y earn how to wor - the land and 
the government can understand what it takes to 

chairman af the American Farm Bureau Poultry get agriculture on its feet," Brubaker says. 
and Meat Advisory Committee. 

And he's involved in his community. Brubaker According to Brubaker, the Kabardino Balka-
is an East Donegal Township supervisor. riya has outstanding soil, which is a key to produc-

He's farmed for more than 30 years. He has the tion. He said the farms are flat and almost perfect 
management experience that makes him a sue- for farming. That's the potential. 
cessful farmer. But the farmers simply lack the management 

For three weeks this past .------·----·----. ability to get the job done right. 
winter, Brubaker shared his · That was· his key finding. As 
Lancaster County first-class Brubaker puts it, "They don't 
farming experience and talents ' 'This is a land have the knowledge to farm but 
with struggling farmers in Rus- want to farm. The biggest thing 
sia where he volunteered to as- of golden opportu- wasthelackofknowledgeabout 
sist dairy farmers to improve nity if the farmers nutrition, feeding cows and 
their production and manage- management." 
mentabilities. can really learn But Brubaker found the farm-

"! enjoy people," Brubaker how to work the ers very eager to learn. 
says. "I enjoy seeing and learn- They would ask him questions 
ing and talking to people. IfI can land and the gov- such as: What kind of tax struc-
sh~re my ideas with other peo- t ture is needed to make agricul-
ple and help them, it's a blessing ernmen can Uil- ture thrive? What size farm is 
for me. Hopefully, I left some derstand what it the most profitable? Where do 
encouragement and some k · you go for advice on helping to 
knowledge they can use to in- ta es to get agn- farm?' 
crease production and improve culture on its Brubaker brought with him 
as farmers." examples of records used for in-

Brubaker. 57. of Union School feet. ' ' formation collection and analy-
Road. visited Russia through Luke Brubaker sis in addition to other materials 
The Citizens Network for For- he used in conducting seminars 
eign Affairs Agribusiness Vol- Mount Joy farmer on dairy production. 
unteer Program. a Washington. He worked with Umov on 
D.C.-based organization that methods to increase his cow 
works on economic development in foreign coun- production. They explored the possibilities of ex-
tries. panding into processing and marketing. 

Brubaker was asked if he would work on the On his way back to Mount Joy, Brubaker 
project, and he gladly participated. "I left for stopped in Washington to visit the office of Rep. 
Russia by myself as an ambassador for the Citi- George Gekas to provide briefings on his trip. 
zensNetwork,"hesays. . 

Brubaker went to Russia on Feb. 23. returning In 1992, Brubaker visited Bolivia as part of a 
March 17. His base was Nalchik. which is the cap- Mennonite church-sponsored economic de\'elop
ital of the Russian state of Kabardino Balkaryia. menteffort. 
an industrial and farming area. He hopes to return to Russia in a couple of 

The farmer worked with Mutaz Umov, the years. 
head of a local chapter of Russia's largest private 
farmers organization called AKKOR He visited Brub~ker is working with local seed companies 
with 15 other dairy and poultry farmers and gave to ship hybrid corn and hay seeds to Russia. "It's 
talks to scores of people. possible I'll go back and see the crops in the field:· 

"This was a trip I will never forget." Brubaker he says. "T~.is was a worthwhile experience." 
says. Since 199'3, more than 300 Citizens Network for 

Brubaker saw the good and bad of the country. Foreign Affairs volunteers have participated in 
the promise and the pitfalls. project assignments. ranging from farmers' asso-

The good was hard-working people \vho want to ciation-building to cheese processing across 
better their lot and who had hunger for informa- Russia and the Ukraine. 
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Wisconsin resident 
teaches soil 
conservation 
in Ukraine 
SCHOFlELD 

Jon Caylor, from Schol1eld. returnetl 
recently from a volunteer 1.rip to western 
Ukraine, where he taught western mel.h· 
ads of conservation and soil testing. Cay
lor visited Lviv, Zhydacniv and Pusto
myty, working as part of a project started 
in 1993 between I.he \Visconsin Fam1 
Bure:iu and tbe Lviv Priv::ne fJmlers As· 
sociation. 

Using over 30 years of e:'{perience in 
soil conservation. Caylor volunteered 
tJuough The Citizens i':etwork for For-

. eign Affairs (Cl"l'FA) Agribusiness Vol
unteer Program. Caylor visited farm 
sices. combined classroom and tieltl in
scruction, and field equipment I.raining. 

Caylor taught soil conservation [Jrac
tices to preserve topsoil from water ero
sion. moisture-saving tillage practices. 
and residue management and its benefits. 
Caylor also reviewed I.he benefits of in
e:-;.pensive modi[!ca1.ions that c:>uld be 
done 1.0 the existing equipment to help 
preserve natural moisture. anti pro<luce a 
bener <."!Op. 

On his way back lo Schofield. Caylor 
stopped in Washington. D.C. to visit I.he 
onices of Senator Ht:rb Kohl (Wis.), and 
Congressman David Obey (Wis.). to 
provide briefings on his visit 

Caylor has bew a soil conservationist 
since 1968. working in Lancaster. La 
Crosse, Kenosha. and Wausau. with pri· 
vme landowners antl units of government 
to plan and apply various conservation 
pr::ictices. agronomic practices and land· 
use planning. 

CNFA is a nonprofit organization ded
ic:lted to stimulating international eco· 
nomic growth and development. CNFA 
works with companies. entrepreneurs. 
farm groups. business alliances. anti 
other groups to 1.."reate lasting and effec· 
tive opportunities in international mar
kets. 

ToU Free 800-236-3313 
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EDITOR 
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State teacher 
helps young 
farmers in Russia 
MENOMONIE 

Jean D'Angelo, from Menomonie, re
turned recently from a volunteer trip ta 

Russia where she helped to develop the 
young farmers movement there. 
D'Angelo 1.aught agricultural education 
within the local vocational school. build
ing upon· projects started in Russia in 
September of 1995. 

Using over l 0 years of experience in 
agricultural education, D' Angelo volun
teered through The Citizens Network for 
Foreign Affairs (CNFA) A2ribusiness 
Volunteer Program. D'Angel; conducted 
an agriculmral education program that fo
cused on business and market economy, 
exposing students to management risk 
issues involved in agribusiness. 

D' Angelo assisted lhe · vocational 
school in developing an agrictilmral cur
riculum appropriate to students preparing 
for a career as private farmers in a devel
oping market economy. D'Anuelo 
worked with teachers to improve their 
understanding of market principles. and 
conducted lectures in local schools on 
economics. In addition. D'Angelo as
sisted Russian teachers in cond~cLin!! a 
campaign to involve local ,administrat~rs 
and school boards in encouraging agricul
tural education among secondary school 
students. 

D'Angelo is currently an instructor of 
agriculmral science at Menomonie Senior 
High School. Menomonie. D'Am!elo 
also worked as an instructor of aori-cul· 
ture at Rio Junfor/Senior High S~hool. 
Rio, instructing all agricultural classes 
for grades 7-12. 
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India·na couple ~1elps f arm~r:~ 
association. iii: J(ai-aksian/': ·.·;: 

. . . 
· ·HARTSVILLE, Ind. ·-. Henty ·.committee structure, and ln: 
·and Betty Lu McGuire, from · traduced the roles and responsi
.Hartsvllle, recently returned . b111tles of. chalrpeFsons and 
· from a volunteer. trlp to ·Kaz. m.embers ... · · . . 
·akstan ·In the former··sovlet In addlt\on, the l\kGuires facl· 
·Union. The McGulres worked as litated an. initial meeting of 
an .extension of a'n: :alllance . committees. and reviewed the 
formed· In :1995 :between .. the In· .structure of a reporting system;,, 
dlana Farm Bureau and 'the' .,on their way back to Hartsvill~. 
Taldykorgan 'Private·· Farmers the McOuires stopped ln Wash. 
Association In Kazakstan .. · lngton·to visit the offices of Rep. 

Using i:omblned experience in David Mcintosh CR-Ind.), an.d 
education and· business, the Sen. Richard ·Lugar (R-Ind.) t!J 

· McGulres ·volunteered: through provide briti!flngs on ·their as. 
the Cltlzens Network' for Foreign signmenL _. 
Affairs··· Agribusiness ·Volunteer The McGuires have operatej.i 
Program.• The McGuires worked . McGuire International Inc., ·a 
with the board of directors.of the farm equipment and .lawn and 

· PFA to ·review· its roles and· re- garden store in Columbus since 
sponslbllitles, as well· as with 1972. McGuire International now 
smaller PF A's to develop boards also has a branch store in Frank. 
and committees: ' ' lin. Betty Lu McGuire .has e::i:· 

The McGulres reviewed bylaws perlence with the American Red 
of board structure, lntroducedjob Cross, ·and is an extension Presi· 
descriptions, and ·reviewed the dent with the Indiana Farm BU'· 
relationship between the board reau. Henry McGuire is a mem: 
and the general assembly. The her of the Indiana Farm Bureau 
McGuires also conducted a and Is on the Chamber or Coni'
workshop with the PF A board on merce in Columbus. :: 

. ~ •• . • l ,. 
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·Farm Expert Challenged 

By East European Travels 
By Anne Tallent Maase 

State Correspondent 
STILLWATER - When Dale Dunivan an· 

swered an ad in FF A magazine, he didn't know 
he was about to take nearly 20 international 
adventures. 

Dunivan, 59, a former teacher and elementa
ry school principal, has visited eastern Europe 
17 times since 1991, teaching agriculture and 
business practices to· citizens of formerly com· 
munist nations. 

"I was a11 advise;: to FF A," he said. "\V112n I 
was getting ready to retire, there was an ad in 
the FF A magazine. There was a need for teach
ers to work in international development in 
eastern Europe." 

Since then, his travels have exposed him to 
whole new cultures. 

"It's been a real adventure there," he said. 
"I've had some phenomenal experiences. It 
opened my eyes to the world and the needs of 
this particular region. 

"It's very rewarding. You hope you made a 
little difference in their lives or the success of 
the operations." 

He was put in touch with the Land o' Lakes 
company, whose international development 
programs train and provide technical assis· 
tance for projects in eastern Europe. Land o' 
Lakes has some business interests in eastern 
Europe but received some funding from the 
United States government's Agency for Inter
national Development, or USAID. 

Since being accepted, Dunivan has traveled 
to Poland, Romania, the Czech Republic, Slova
kia, Ukraine and Russia. 

His work has consisted of helping the citizens 
adjust to privatization and a market economy 
by tcach.Lig private fa~e:s an~: sillill agri:ul· 
tural businesses. 

"After the fall of communism, they started 
privatization," he said. "The activities of most 
of these groups, Land o' Lakes and Citizens 
Network, is to help toward privatization." 

Citizens Network is the nonprofit group he 
teamed up with last July. While in Ukraine 
with Land o' Lakes, he met a representative of 
Citizens Network and decided to apply to work 
with them. 

On his most recent trip Feb. 7·24 with Citi· 
zens Network. Dunivan helped the farmers de
velop a record keeping system, financial state· 
ments and financial management analysis. 
Using an interpreter, he spoke with groups of 
private farmers in the Ukrainian city of Lviv 
and with universitv students in Chernivtsi and 
Zalischyky. · 

"Much of it is new. They have their own 
records that are required for taxation " he 
said. "They're programmed for taxatio~ and 
not management, decision-making, profit and 
loss." 

Dunivan also taught about responding to a 
market economy. 

"Their whole experience has been on a cen· 
tralized system," he said. "The basic approach 

is to help them under· 
stand what's meant by 
a market economv, 
where the market 
drives the system as 
far as what you pro· 
duce. 

"We talked about 
those issues that are 
important to the con· 
sumer, trying to serve 
the needs and desires 
of the consumer, as 
opposed to just pro· 
ducing a project that 

Dale Dunivan is just the standard 
product that doesn't 

necessarily meet the needs of the people. 
"I taught them about developing those crops 

that are most profitable - what's the most 
profitable use of their resources their time 
their land or their business," he 'said. "We'r~ 
trying to give them the skills to ... merchandise 
and market the'ir products." 

Dunivan also taught them concepts of value
added products and other ways to increase 
profits. · 

The people in eastern Europe and Russia are 
trying to adjust to the new system Dunivan 
said. "They're very open and receptive. 
They're hungry for knowledge." 

However, the changes are hard he said. 
"They've gone through tremendous problems 

as far as extremely high inflation rates ex· 
tremely high interest rates," he said. "They 
can only get loans at 60 or 70 percent interest 
'.and only get loans for a year. 

"The inputs, the supplies, the materials they 
need. to ca~y out their business - they're not 
readily available," he said. "The state is still in 
control of many of the supplies and the pro· 
duce processing and marketing." 

Dunivan, who graduated from Oklahoma 
State University with both bachelor's and mas· 
ter·~ degrees, spent 30 years in education in St. 
Lo ms. 

Since retiring, he has returned to Perry, 
where he farms and owns cattle. 
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. . ~· Less.on iri leadership .. "':, . ~ . · · ·.:. :~·- ... 
To teach students about leadership -· a major co_mponent of FFA- Jean D'Angeio' used 
games in which: R.ussian' students were asked to work as teams to accomplish a goal. . 

. . . ' ~ ' 

_. 

.: 



Menomonie 

When Menomonie High 
School FFA adviser~. Jean 

officer and an Indiana ag 
instructor. The two spoke to. 
farmers and designed a class 
for Mrs. D' Angelo. 



I .- FFA: :leadership and ~g mar~~t
ing, she said, estim?ting more 
than half of her pupils are the 

I 
.... 1-iildren'·af farmer·s: · · :. · 

'E~erybody there lias a lit'tie 
·-'kitchen garden.' ·They susta.in 

I themselves on their own f6.od 
they produce," but the mar.~e:t 
economy is weak, she said. ·: · 

Before her visit, she \·fas I 
told lessons would have to·. ~e 

I 
:very basic. Overhead trans~ 
parencies and slides would.:~e 
of little use in tlie Russi_'an 
classroom; which is furnished I W'ith only a chalkboard an~:·a. 

. inini~al supply of ·paper .~,~(j: I .. penciis. · · · c,: . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Although she· knew little 
Ru~si~n and needed a written 
and ·oral. interpreter, Mrs. 

'Angelo's students knew 
me English, whi.ch is· a 

required cou~s.e for them. b.egin.: 
ning in third gra~e;· · :.: ~·- · 

She. c:ould see that Russ,ian 
students didn't need more lee-. 
tures. They craved '.~hands-on." . 
activity that they· couid put into 
application.· -- .. .' · .·. . · ·. . 

.. . ·:.· -··:,;, :. •; 

I :~. · "Th~re were a 1~r-~£ .ha;·~~~· 
. ·ers ..... They_ ~ee.ded.~practi.~al 
··~gri~ultural kllowledge:.:th.~4 to,' I )cme~t (Ies~io·~.s) ;tow~rd~ih'efr. 
·.arr ricu ltti re: n 6 t :fufoe ;·: ~ rld, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
0 

· ~ . · ~'~:·:~1~.~···~iC-.·.:-~ :,.: ·,·' 

toward their community and 
what they produce," she said, 
"Oting in her agronomy class.es, 

e had to go back to agronomy 
practices u~ed 60 years ago in 
the United States. St.udents 
plan.led corn and soybeans to 
note differences in growth. 

Mrs; D 'Angelo· was 
impressed with the optimism of 
the students, despite their hard
ships. Farmer groups, to~, 

seemed upbeat and open-mind
ed, she said, even though they 
have· to deal such problems as 
rationed petroleum. and ga·s or 
seed that arrives/ on time but is 
no' good: 

,'.Russian go~erninent offi
cials ~ i'ncluding the minister 
of agriculture,· Bazarov 

· Evaenii and the head of the 
0 ' t '· • • w 

aariculture department, Sergei 
;;::::) - ' ' . . - . ~ 

Pfralunin - seem· supportive. 
and "sincere,'.~).he· s~id, in try
ing to· he\p}arfl?-ers .as the_Y 
struggle 'to become indepen
dent. 

· · "They" re soused to working 
fo'r somebody e'isc," she said.' 
"There's· total support from the 
state there: Everybody is sup-. 

. p~rtive of this program. They 
·want tci ge~ i~ ·started:'.'·. 

One way Russian farmers 
can survive is by· getting used 
to· the notion of cooperation and 
working together, Mrs. 

::n• Angelo said.'.During h.er 
"visit'she wlilJ~·ssed .a group oL 
10 farmers as they signed a 

· doc.ument to agre_e to do just 
~that · ~-

. ·-··:"":,,. _- "' .. 

But teamwork alone won't. 
solve · all. the problems . 
'Government officials realize 
they. most target;. the I1ation 's · 

.. youths, Mrs. D 'Angelo said:· 
... . . .. . ;. ., . ' . 

- with t~o little mone/'and a:. 
shortage of te·achers,. re~~hing 

· t'i1e·yoilths is a difficult task;· 
Russian teach.ers receive a . 
mont,hly ~alary;.o(abqu:i $_ioo .. 
a~d .students' often" haye to ' 

::~t·i~~~f sch,~oi '.fq .s~ifis: be ca_ use '. 
.. of tIH.i'rack of .educ.atois. No 
· :a'gfic~!'tiire··:·ed.uc~.ti.on· prog.ram .· 

e:dsts: at Konokovo or at most 
ot"hei'hii'h 'sch~fiis', '<irid her. 
class \vas discontinued after she 
.left... ' ' , : . . . .; . , . 

'; 

· M!s. D' Angelo _hopes more 
'.teachers·; particularly those with 
· ~~rong :curricuhim ~riting. abili~ 
· ties an·d marketing savvy, can 
'go back.fater . .this year.to con-
tinue her work. · · 

Whoever goes must be able 
to "do a good job in a very 
short amount of time," s~e said. 
"Be flexible. Go and do the 
best with what you have and do 
it day by day." 

Although the Russians hope 
to get a program in place by 
September, Mrs. D' Ange1o 
knows it will require several 

.years. She reminded them that 
FFA took 14 years to get going. 

"I encouraged them to sta.rt 
in one school," she said, and 
sh'e recommended organizing a 
Russian ye.rs.ion of FFAAliimni 
at the same· time .. '.'They should 
start both at the same time. It's 
important that they_ have that. 

. parenf and adult support as well 
as the youth:'~· · 

In Russia, most of the 
already limited ag .. education 
d.().lla.rs 'ar~ g'ive'n at th~ post-' 

. secondary level, 'such as.· to the 
Institute for Advanced Learriers 
in Agriculture., she· said; : . 

· "ff s really hard for them to 
find money. I'm hoping I can. 

. find some grants here,"' she 
said. She has approached U.S. , 
Rep. Ron· Kind and U.S. 'Sen. 
Herb Kohl on the matter of pro- · 
viding schools with' an ade
quate amount of simple sup
plies, such as paper and pen-
cils. · 

"I think· I made an impact 
with the students at the school I 
talked to," she said: "There's a 
definite interest there .... I 
know that, no matfer what, 
something's going to happen 
over. there." 

-Heidi Clausen 
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By Ed Thomas. . 
Ta.llahasSean Stafl'Wrlter -:. . . 
. :;~;some 'of the' teeiirilcil:· ex- . 
. ·]. t, ..•. , ..... .,~ ~-· -:''' .... ··~ .. ~ · .... -~· ••• 

Perl:ise a:hd';,.vnerierice. of local 
t'"'~1_ .. ;.:"".~·:J..-1·:>\~ ... ·~;:''•:"~.r:•1•"'·- ... ,, · 

mushroom·, growers, recently . 
ha.d:'ii·2chanc~· to:.'.\vark~:on,.be:.::; 
haili·bf.Iikeriifuciea"famie~ u1 · 
Rq$~~~~:p.:~:r:::·~:: --~-.: :.:;•: i3:'.;·-·~ ,i.:i.~:-·· 
-~~Jfm":'Marigelsdorf .. :.~hief'; 

~~1i?t~l~r~~;t~~i'_g~?- .. 
teerec(~;~·1asr~ · 
nio_~-i;il~J-~.~n.9·-~ 
travel· to' Rus-· · 

.·• ••••• •.• ,, -:.:: .. ~ • ;:-· . • : _l 

sia. arid:assist. 
pri~-a~e·: ·f~m<£ 
ers ~. fo ';<th eid 
~ ti ·5· 11 'i-"a '<:»irl ·: 
prodiictiC>Ii/ : .. 

The.' trip. . 
was.'·.: span- .:.Mang!,e"sd'?rf 
sored through- ~L COOperatlve 
effort o(t:Ile _ Rus_sian .. ~ush:.· 
room Growers Association and 
tlil! CiuZens Net\vork for For
elgn Affarrs (CNFA),'anonprofit 
grot.;.p working to help .. stimu.., 
lat·e· international economic 
giowth and development ... 

It's an organization featur- · 
ing heavyweight. directors_ and 
honorary advisors such as Earl 
Butz,' Alexander Haig, Henry 
Kissinger, and George Shultz. 

For~ign Farmers. Ma.de It To 
Quincy· . 

. Mangelsdorf served as host 
at.Quincy Farms for a delega
tion from the Russian Associa
tion .that visited the United 
States last year. 

·· · His 21 years of acquired 



• •• •• ·: •• ·::·;,.~ _~,. ••• ·~ • •• • 1 ·l;~ .. , , ... ••• .... ~.:~·~··._•_.11 .. : .• ~:';· .. -:.;ti. f ~-.. ~-.:;.,·r:- \~.:_":~.·'.<,·~· .;J·,,.--_.,, .... ~ ••. · ~-'"_:·-.· 

. ~ow~e.~ge_ a(gr~Vj1ng . ~'Us.h;:-, ·.W:ri~ten.R.e!er~A~e .~_ds, ~(;.J:pr~Wers~~~O.ciation.·~·· ~~, ":: :-~~· .. 
. ro~ms P~0.'1.ded~V:ajl;lable inf or;:, :Be~~ ~<!r)f~C:~. -:;i.~-~~~-~id{t·; ';''.~~ Wa§JW.~tty lnteEef>J:inK1n 
aj~~on'to µ,i~ faniie_rs. who" ex.-. · ,:;:.: A.;.~~o.r8:1ng:;:i":~8.~; ,;:: C.~~Adt#.at·tt ···-· "··~~;if.9-2~t·farms·:.' 

. ten~7ci, .the. o~f~r: to. ·~O.rn~ ,~~>·:M~ge~s.dorfs)!!tl~~i~~·~·V'.~J9;'t;~5~:-'P!. olaf~Cl~I.J~ q1e,ir.:· 

. R,~ss1~ .a:r:~ ~on~~e.1:1-i~ .~sis~.; ~naly~.<: .~~~-; te~~.noA~gy-~ .. ~~~f lt:P,?%~ r.owing," 
~ce.,. .. ,:.;.. :.::-. · ·:.\ .. :; mt:th.o.4.:;,:1¥;>ed«?:n. tl1~;"f.¥.~S.t;:tf1~g¢ .. 

,'!hey late~ ?~gan v,rork;Ing t_o wh.fcJ:?-_,\.'f<:re j3111()9JI!e.d so.~t;,h·.~f;.]J?~\, , .. ~. .,. lrl[orma- · 
a~r~~ge. that once ·.th<:Y"ir .. e_"; .. Moscow:.Withln a..of1e .. t9,t;.y~:~YAJl?.P~;~v. . . , e)n ·th.~ ·world 
t~p:e<;t h9me,·: through. t_heir driving !ii~.~,ce.. ... . .. ":·: ,",: ~:-.: l ~pout growing than they knew;. 
two-year. old .organization and , ., .. That inclU<;ied paying. par.:·:::~ (But) there are no mushroom 
CNFJ\ •. whic~.h,a~ helpe,ct:to \fc.~r~~·~~ieµu~r(~g,~r.i~~,9iitl\!?9:~ks In the ~ussian language 
fund the trip to the U.S.·: . : ... , ,mental, conditions .unique.to:: available," .... ,. -: :..: . . · · . · ... 

. . ,, . '!tir:.~~·gh ... '.~ · .. ,.:, / CN.FA'.~ .. Rµ~st3,;'ru:i4. ~y~:~~t ·~gh(~fJ .... He ~r,9~g~~a;i~n,..gf~~pk on .. 
Agribusiness Volunteer· Pro- · used to the.fanners. advantage,.,!' mushroom growtng·by a dutch 

· grn.m, '"Mangelsdorr · 1ef(th~ • :·,~.;A~~:5oi:l!ii:~r,i~~µa.1f~ ~9~Z~~;~J,.:~µ.$or:·:~:W~!c:ii ·~~~;~~slated: 
.count;IY M.~c~ .5 ~n. a .1.~.;day:·.p~9,t~.·:pfJ~~1;P~C::d.uc;~?~}9.~:j.:J9~4.1:B.~i[~~~[~i~Y"~ in~e~·J" 

:. :~B· .,to ~~s~1~·-!:~-- ~ .. , . '. l: .... ~. :r: ·~; :-: ... , r;! ~ 9~~ :./: .. ~Ff}PO~~~:: P£~1?.~~!!?~~~J~P.f~~~f;..:~~~7~:7::".:,?-'!'·,~~~~~ .... ~~~.-/<- ... ~~: ... ;:~. -~~/: ~ 
· :"<: ·:w.e .V1.s1.te<:f five· p1ff!!.r5!.P! .. spa~~wod~<?.~!~m· .. ·Il}!.~!9:<:!1.•tfZF:s:~fangel:;i1dorf. and . his 
m~sh.room farms.,In Rus~ia, .mat~.,.r<?g~f3:tl£?n.:~~ ~~!g~:-":-~,p~µiplement delegation spent 
.f\Ild y.rould.talk '1th the grol!p rrient systems . ._ .· . : : . :.:\~.~/l.'JJ;ifeeto four ~ays at e~ch site, 
.of growers and managers that . ·• . ·Afl . of those areas .figured ')'.trying to.· determine if there 
was av'ailable'at the farni.~.Just ~·iiltci'~a report, ~ange'~sei9'rf;p·r.~~~i:were any.llrrilting factprs hold: 

. giving them. our'eX.pen.e'nce ~q' par~d.before l~a~g pn'g~~~a('.~Jng tiack rniiX.imum'p'roduction' 
tho.ughts. on. what' mi~t. b~ '.recO,~~ri,aatt()!isJor,.~~p~py~; .. ::S>t..c:~ops,. That was an analysis 
helpful to them: . ., . , ing Rus.s,1~·~ mu~lm;>?°.1. I?i:''?.::: ·:that Mangelsdorf said varied. 

"(~asi~y) supplementing. dµcUgn. ···-·~ . ~-- .. . .. .. .. :. ;_; · · • · '. · .. , ... : :· 
what. ~hey were doing with The report V{as to t>e dis::: . · , 
some new ide·as:·· . · mbuted ~o 8.11 members,~( U:i.~\. See RUSSIA Page 8 
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greatly from site to site. industry does its business: in~· 
The stimulation_pf discus- eluding information taught )it 

sion was something that ap- the mushroom· school locat~d 
pearea relatively new to Rus- in Moscow. . · .:. . .:::·.; 
s1a:n·tarmers.: but something , ~· : 
they we~e open to.. . . ; . . ' .. :f;.:: 

·. AS well, their willingness to Still . S()mething: More j~~; 
make 'changes to their .opera- Learn In The Wodd ":.' .... :· .. ~;~:/i 
tions, even· if inconvenient, left . The txip was a chci:ncd:i~I 
Mangelsdorf impre:;>°s~d. see a fascinating ~specf':iif 

'Their facilities were all ad~ agribusiness that even ·a "vet-; 
equ~te physical facilities," he eran mushroom' grower .jjk~ 
'saf,(:i .. J'Tuey.just needed basic ,fyfangelsdorf (who'~·. one}oi 
h1aterlals ahd tools· to help .the founders of Qu.incy F~~ 
them5J think with a little bit of back in· 19SO) hadri't enco'Uh.:. 
inform~tiori ·and know-how, tered before. · ·: . · :: 'Y::";: 
uieir ~pr6pl,!ctJm\ ;could~ prob- . : . "It was a good ;_e'.iepert~ri2e 
ably,;be increased 'bf.25 per~ for me. I ~ertainl{ got to "se~ 
cent:·~ · some of the. mushroom fanns'I 
·.:i ;·.-:·;,'. . never would have:se~n bfu~r'..., 

.. Open MarketS Produc·e wise," tie sai·d: · ·· · · : · ::; ;.:.-.>: 
Demand For More .To Show It was something that ·gri{~ 
''.And sen .ers unfamiliar with the ·eco'~~ 
. : < niit '.would work out just nomic ins· and outs of domes~ 
fine I~f "most of the Russian tic an·d hiternatioY1a.l ·mush~ 
mushrodin'·rarmer.S>who are room groWing wanted to kDoo/ 
under pressure perhaps for the. a~ well .. , .. ·. . . .. . ... .:. . :_;;;~.\ 
first time .to bring their produc-. . .rvia,r.igelsd<?rf .:>topp~d :into 
~-c;~ 'up< to. world staiid.ard~. :: :· 'Ya5hitlg~~i;i t~. tal:1t. jvi_th:; #.~f 
; : The advent of an ·economy · members of' Senator Bob Gra-,. 
based on.a free market rather ham and. Rep. Allen Boyd on 

, than the .old .Soviet Union so- · th~ way );:>a~k;~proVtding ]Jclif
cialist syst~m is the impetus. . iftgs on his":visit . ... t . ;":,,/~·;t,~~r.· 

As such, private farmers · Overall, ftte .. volunteer fi'.ip 
arid their workers _arewanUng was ·.,,.,some.thing th.at 
to l~arri how to'uiink in awaj ·Marigetsdorf/~i~s would be 
niore ·~·aente<l:to .. prorits .. (in. ~ort.h the exi)~rien~e :a_gain,= if 
some 'C::ases. 'in ·order to. keep he got the chance~ . .. -

their jobs). . 'The dialogue was rr,ientally 
"Their thoughts didn't stimulating for me and I thirik 

seem that different from those for them: too_,'.'. he. said .. 
of people in the United States," "I think it's an appropriate 
said Mangelsdorf. thing to try to get the Russian 

The technical expertise workers' wages up ... and the 
provided by Mangelsdorf and only way to do that. is to get 
others may affect the way the them more productive." 
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Russia Milk Making Hinges on Equipment 4/22 15:15 
A U.S. dairy farmer who recently spent three weeks in Russia says the 

key to increasing Russian milk production depends on improving milking 
equipment, as well as marketing, feed quality and livestock genetics. 

Frank Jardon, who farms with his parents and two brothers in southwest 
Iowa, recently spent three weeks as a guest of the Lindovskoye Farm, near 
the town of Linda in the Nizhny-Novgorod region of Russia. During his trip 
sponsored by The Citizens Network, Jardon explains Russia milk producers 
need progress on milking equipment to improve milk quality and quantity. 

On a prior trip to the Sergiev Posad region of Russia, Jardon found 
similar problems with milking equipment. He describes the system as similar 
to a Bou-Matic claw but wfth a wider bore inflation and a mechanical 
pulsator, with 12 pulsators working on one 3/4-inch vacuum line. 

"The really amazing part is the line which provides the milking vacuum 
and milk transport," Jardon says. That 1 1/2-inch line with 12 units is run 
level, exceot where it rises to provide clearance for the feed wagons. A 
level line or one that rises such as this allows milk to flow back to the 
udder, which can cause infections. 

A solution Jardon suggests to The Citizens Network and his state 
legislators is to provide bucket milking machines and transportation. The 
existing line could be used for vacuum supply. "If a better pipeline milker 
can be built and installed, the results should show up in lower incidence 
of clinical and subclinical mastitis as the cows freshen and there should 
be much higher milk production capability within a year, 11 he explains. 

In this region, part of the problem with improving hygienic requirements 
is the local water supply. The water available to the farm is high in iron 
and sulfur, similar to what is found in American river bottoms and in areas 
of poor drainage, Jardon explains. Besides being unpalatable, this water 
leaves deposits on plumbing fixtures and milking equipment, which can make 
sanitizing difficult. A local engineer says there is a lower aquifer, with 
good artesian water, but there are problems in having clearance to tap it. 

A visit to a dairy processing plant found the quality control laboratory 
using the Babcock test for butterfat and other non-automated tests for 
other characteristics. nThis may well be the most practical method, 
considering Russian wage-rates and the cost of more modern apparatus, 11 

Jardon says. The plant is capable of turning out a quality product line, 
but sanitizing the poorly welded fixtures can be a challenge, he explains. 

In building farmer associations such as dairy cooperatives in the United 
States, Jardon says an important factor will be building trust between 
farmers and processors in evaluating quality of milk entering the plant. 

Another factor to improving milk quality/quantity is animal nutrition. 
Jardon says farmers on the dairy farms he visited in Russia put silage up 
too wet and their hay has high fiber but lacks energy. "Overall the rations 
lack energy," he says. In a selenium-deficient area such as that near 
Linda, farmers have trouble balancing nutrients and energy. A separate 
?roblem with animal nutrition is antiquated feed mixing equipment. 

Jardon cites livestock genetics as a third limiting factor in imnrovino 
Russia's milk production. The Lindovskoye farm's women in charge of-sire -
selection and the chief of animal husbandry seemed receptive to ideas sire 
selection should be based on criteria of milk production, udder composite 
score and feet/leg scores. In using imported semen to improve genetics, 
they found cows lacked strength and udder support. "If the USA is to be a 
supplier to these herds, we must ship what they need, 11 Jardon says. -END-
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:raff wnter .. :;/:;,::;: . .. ;, .:, , .. . _ 
.... -,w,h·en c.Cii:iiinU:J;:f5ni fell,· so 

·. d~.~.J?-·e:JariningJ~d.usfry: in_· 
. ma)1y .o.f'..:~h(~'for:in~r. 'Soviet 

,. .. ~p~bli~:·~:.~.'?··· :-, /\L .. 
· · / In Moldo"\ra;· a.cowitry situat- :: 

00 riear'..the' southeast region of.' 
the, ... Com.illonwealth. betwee.n "~ 
Ukraine·:'arid:.'Romania; :the·• 
:·~'0iJil'.1g;µp. o'rfaITolaild t~ 'pri-:. 
vate :owners :.hit hard::Agricul- -:" 
trire:-,was1and.~is.~one :of :.the " 

. · ~~tiari's)~~#oliiic strangholqs. ~ · . 
·: },\_',The~ sgiLnaturally; gravitates . · 

'. :to larinirig,~·srud PaulRobmo·of '..' 
: · · ShoreView:'."It's" so ricii, 'it" loak::i · · 

.'like. pot~§'ii:soil." .: ::.'.:·:L'.;·..:-:=::;3 \:. ... ~'-: · .. 
, ···:;~~en ;L stuck ;·my ··hand· iri · · 
:· so~~~li~r~&A1.d fe:r:t~_1{'tap so!! ... 
· for.aUeast mght mches. When I . 
; ··asked how.: far down it went, I:'. 
·:·foi:ln'd·ciut1'it was ·a't least ·a.::: 

·.ID.eter .. deei{;'Cadded:Robiri.o's·~: 
-~~e:P,.a~o/·; .~:·:~·>:; ... '.'::~·~:.:~~· ~·- . ~"~ :.: ;:: 

· ·· ·.:A'X~~·,n~e it; they~n.eeded tci~ 
learn:;about;·it;'~ Paul· said;. 
"Before: if they: neede<i a.· M-enCh · · 
or~:a.::tr~cfo:r,.•the government· 
gave'if4i.them.'': ·-. . :. • .· ·:: ·~:.: 
· _.\Vith,i:iut: networkin'g'-

resources, .information and . 
technological advances, the· sit
uation w_as'bleak enough for: 
inanyJoreigri' agendas to inter
vene,-Ma'ny, like: the' Citizen's 
N.etwor k for Foreign :Affairs, · 
Inc:,, sent ·over experf volun- · 

· teers like J>aul to help out with 
' . the ecoriomic rebuilding. Robi- · 

'no's travel expenses were COV• 

.' ered by the Citizen's Network. 
·-The monies were raised from 
'over 100 .corporate u.s~ spon-
sors. · " · · 

' ·~hey needed to' ;develop' cO.~. 
op farming or large._cori>orate. 
farms in order to· survive,": he: · 
said. "It just wasn't eeonomical 
to pay for three or five acre lots 
by yourself." . " ·:·. ·. '. 

The main thing'Robino was 
surprised by, however, was how 
some of the agenci_es' efforts 
overlapped: . · <:: · · . . 

"Many tasks .were. bei.ng 
duplicated,". he',said/,o~The 
groups aren't workirig as'ckisely ' 

· tom>ther as they could.u,:4:~:.c_.;,(.\ 
• • --·"

0nU.'ilrii ,,. his·~: :.month;:l~ii'g-·· 
March stay, Robina .helped 

/ ,, .. , .. 

.J :1. 

0The Shoreview couple also 
visited Hungary on their 
trip.. . ' 

som:e ffedgllDg farmer;s 'a.5's~cia~ 
tions develop. fi~~ci~ · l:iaCking . 
for farming service centers: ·He' 
was asked to volunteer. because 
he had participated in a· simi- · 
lar, but more extensive project 
in Australia over 15 years ago. 

"This just happened to· come 

BEST AVAl:..AGLE COPY 

·along at ·the right time," Robina 
:said as 'to· his reasoning to 
:accept another projeet although 
he's been offeredsiniilai- oppor- ,: 
tu.nities.' "I was retiring from. 
Cenex/Larid ':O'Lakes days .. 
before; and my Wife~and·I were 
looking.•to travel to that ·:area .. 

·Her . family originates . 'in .· 
Ukraine." '. · . < '• .. :·.~-: .::- · 
~· While away, .Robino realized 

·again .(as he had dudng"his .-,:~ 
,Australian' project), 'ho\\<much::.::· 
,jnforination:.amL techriolci'gy.;'is :~. 
· tackiiig'lnreiilote''ire·a;ror tl1e'" .... 
world. _ . · ,,. · J • '-, ...: -~.~ •• • ; 

''.'_, ~'.'Mari'.f t~iri~;-.iike soil test- ; 
?iiig,~-:w:e Jake~: ror~grante<l:~T_he. " .. 
Moldovan "farniers;didn't:even:.~· 
h.ave .a concept''of.~hB.:~:~.hat~f{:' 

;,was· or how .to do. it,'.' he·;said;.:;:. 
:'"Of course;'yCi{i're:deaii:nfjvith' .. 
=~ society. wh'ere:~the ·fB_ve'r'age:< 
·.monthly.income iS abouf$100.!' ! 

''.~:'"Robina; did'say.howiWer,·the .. 
· evidence ·of entrepreneurs 'ris.:''':·, 
~:iilg:to 'the:,;top'.of the ·economic·;./ 
': ashes"was~:a good sign;';Theif .. · 
-n~w :fonovations, ·:technology. ·· 
and· services 'often 'filter: down 
to the common worker. Since . 
much of the economy'i~"cen-

. tered arot.ind farming in Moldo- · ·· 
· va, :· much _. .of the 
·. entrepreneuring spiri't encir-
cles that trade as well. . 

Of the agricultural products, 
fruits and vegetables are the 
highest in number. Wine pro
duction is also a major part of 
the country's agricultural 
efforts .. W;ilnut trees also grow 
in abundance in the country. 

While Citizen's Network has 
already a.9ked Robina to return, 
his nexttnp may·be to Ukraine 

' or with another agency; . . 
.. : >~'I've always like internation-. 
~ t~~vei {thought this ~ould · 
be a great way to do it," he 
said... · · .. . .. 



.. -· . · <· •. ;:: : :<:~:::;~-::;~1~f~-:~:: i~-;:~~<;~~\i'S;1:•~f1~if::;• ': .. ?:•:;}::~~~~'::;,2:.',;~:'~:,!'.:~1(ff 1?. · . . ' : ·. :_;, ._ /:·: ·. .. : · . ·· 
'Paul and Patfy Bobino· stand next:to a piece· of machineey on a Moldovan farm. Paul spent · 
. a month· educating Moldovan_ farmers_ and_ f8!Jll investo~s 'about how to better manage the 

· crop fields. ".~ ; · '. . " ; ·.: · " ~ : .. ;~.: :· .. .:; '.· :·.: __ : .. ~~--~ · :,._.: < ~- ,: /- · · · . . · · · :· '- •· · 
. . . .,,. ··.· ':. 

' . . .. '\, ·.:' 
'. ' ..... ~. ' ... ~ ~. 

::,': ·-~· · .. "·'.·_..-' -.~ .. ~-.. :. ~ .. 
• • • '. :.-.:' 'u ~. --~- :'>.- .. :~:::~ 

·,:-.:.·. - . ; ' 
"'·-·· .. · ... '.;.:.·.: . 

~ :, . ·:· •' ::;~: .-. ·-... ~·; . .- ·'~ '_;·, ·,.: ·.: 

·Mk'ny th
0

ih;~{-;i;k~~~b,iffastirJci'.,:e t~ke tor .. 
granted. The Moldovan farmers didn!t. 
even have a. concept of what that was or 
how to do it.' · · ·· · 

-PAUL ROBINO 
Agricultural industry expert . 

' r • •, 
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Photo by Robin Stevens 
Tony Holloway, above, is proud of his treasures from a recent 
trip to Uzbekistan, a country which was a part of the former 
Soviet Union. Holloway spent a month there teaching the coun
try's farmers about the basics of democracy. For more informa
tion, see page A-8. 



Tqny ;H<Ji1~~~yj'~,tfi·P:.?.r.ound ~he w9ri·~ ta,yghfhidLa~/n.·uc~.~~ ~~;· . 
. H~ughf th-e ·tarmers'{irl.a ·~c'ountfy .once: Pfi.ff.ofJ~.~·;~9vi~t DJ1tah.'/·:;:: · iii~~J~n ;.;0·~;>·':~.,:J · · ... • ·::: · ~;. · · "'· .~" ·, ··""·ct'''"-" /, .. '"';" ; '· '" 
\:Several ye·a!'S ago, the 'J'.arin.J3.ureau ; 
Fedeia!]on formed a partnershlp wi~-" ." · 
the Citizens Network for Foreign : ' · 
Aff~:·Tageth:er they have helped 

. farmers in foreign lands le~ ab~ut th~ :· 
dernocra_tk proce.5ses of organizations ' 
like Farm Bureau. · . ·' · · 
. Tony Holloway of Gracey recently · "'. 
spent 25 days iri the former ?oviet · · · . 
country of Uzbekistan doing 'just i:hat. · '..-. 

.· . In tryir:ig to form organization.S simi- · · · · 
lar to the _Farm Bureau 'Federatio'n, pe~; . · 
pie. wi~ little C?r no experience wi_th ... · . 

· deinociatic elections sometimes hav·e · . . . , 

· :r~;d~~"~J;o~! !~ ~~~g~~d.,visit ~e·:~>_:'-_~--~..:!.:~=.i?;.,;.:~;.;..Wf ~~£.#i:f~;:;~:~e;~~~~~?F< 
r:aY.or.s (c~unties) and co1:1duct o~~:-d~Y:_" new)r,e_l~ted:p_r:e~1.d~~~.:r:re,p:ip ·\Y'.15' 
'VY<?rkshops on ~7, .~~.le 9f ~~,e: pr~:1- ·:.,.; ~~!?;~:~~~~,e~s~ 1h~·~~~ ~o~~-Fve ~; . 
d~ts,". Hollow_ay said. Hollowfiy said ,·;, lll'\a_gipeci:.:·,\:\•·~: ~;;- f)i(:\-Jj '-·;'tj"!:-~17 :·; >:;;;. 
~~t_each_state,-c;:alled an oblast, o/itl:ri!l ·. «: '.f;W.f~am~,hofrie:~~~f£i)Q pr~?id~~~'::~: 
th~ country of Uzbekistan ha: a board .. '. ele~.t~dtc~f:!:sa_id~.::-:'::~::~&l:'·H')i;~~~:~?f;(::; 

. 9f direc~ors just li_ke Fann Bureau: .. ·}:'« :1j:9J.!qw:~y.s~i,ii.twR, of llie newly'. ·:~:;.1 ·.:. 
, • «-·•'. '~ .......... - ~-·· ~· ,.., -·· '" .. _ • - .. -~"··-.. )I·' _\t. - ' •. 

H~ll?~ar worked in ti;iestate_ of_. · .. :·:::::;· ~~ect~ci:.pr~si~cl:i.!s.~i!l}?tp1~~c~f):~ 
· Fergistan. Each rayon also h~s a board .lf,l May .. On,Wednesd;;iy rugh,t:dunng :,;;~£.\ 
of directors. . . . :. <· ,.~ ._: .. ~··-:T:-:-~ilie-Week~lqI1t~oUF,;;;ti;,ey~ill ~it,.:;.,;:~ . .; 
.. ".~e [ilsower~ to teacll.th~m what.,~.;, ·.:Ii9,!!9~.~y.'~~!~i~o<?~~r:'.:~.c .. ~.'(;~i;:/ 
Conuruttees are on those rayon boards,~\r:.'.fie'iS.eiott$'.about theAtrip/yetis: ::·,: . 

.. ~:-~~~~f ,,· __ ,. ·.. . · .. ·· .~·-::.'·:::)~.,·~~'.~Pri~:Ral>pw~~~€fii~~~ei;is~~~ys,~ii1·); 
·; Another gbject of the trip :was to:. :··:~::.seem·g~~~YJ~~e Uzb.ek:p~pie:~:·t:'.:::: 
work with Teclinical Assistance for.:.>;; :),i·.~~.tr ~:The.a;v,~j.:ag~ siZ~· faj:zrds:five to 10 '"/ 

. Co~th~s' of Indepe~dent' States < ::: :};:.y;J]{ek.tais:~&li~~plaIB~}i~on~"Ahlericari'; 
' • •,. ' •. • .-. ··' •. ·- ·-;.~·r .. ,,.-. __ ·~;~ ''.·:"\,~~"~"· .. :"4:-.:;.,.,d~--, . !:.;"~-\:"·~·:_-,·· •: . . _·;;_ ~·:,.·_••:._~«~ • .' 
(TACIS) to introduce by-laws for U;te,:>j,/{~~<;re ~·a]~()ut·:~.he~t~.$)t's yerL >.:.:: ·• 
orgaruzatii:>t:S. '!he goal was to <level~1{'l;'! s~~:'Tf:e~·fgUI~;t' und~~t•~iu:t}:at/':: .. 
a stru~ture surular t~ fi;~K~t:icky .: · ·n;>:,P~r!;l_~.-rifP.r~.J.:?1.~~es ~year.:,:. 
Fann Bureau.· .. · .· ,· 7 ·. • .. • • '. • ·:.:: ._:'9ri. :e"'if.;if.f~et.1fa.a fiv.e:Cob's:·ntciok: 

• t - • • -.,- ... ~· lo "'"' ...... - ":t.. ;j • ., ,j • .,. '.. ' ~ ' 

·. : "~.eight of ¢e ~yons, we wei:-t,pa<:~s.;:;~ .~~ .. Pe?Pi~S$ !~~i;i.fi.Ye .. ~~:ys)<I ;· . , , 
for a_s~cond-day workshop,n l_le said ... ;::.:-,:;Eyefytlajng J.!i.9:on.!'!:l?y~lll!~·~:=~·~;{,:.~. .;, 
''.We helped.facilitate election5 in th~se :_ .' :~ .;.·Jiesrud ~ia~et}r ·iS ~¥.!)le; '.siirillar/. 
areas' for the. fust tin1e in over 70 years.'.' ·to A:merican ·m:achfues more thari so ' ::, : 
·:'"The first ·tim~ I helped with an elec- . · years ago: Arid salanes aie'.srriall in 
ti on .. , Ijust can't ~xplain !he feeling." . :. · c:;>~Pa?,s..~!1 tO: ~erican. o/.ages: ;: . . ; 
"',Hol!ow~v~aii:!. ~e e~perien~e of~_ .. ~~:- ~;~c·~.9r~g _tq}io~?.W-ay; ~hgene.ral: . ::;) 
\4iatch.in'g the 'emergence of freedom:~;'. ;: Tapprer'may".ii.laki:flO-or 30'soi:fi~a.~~<;:1;-.;10 

• ' ' <. '- -.~-.... ~·· .. •,.,h.11. .. .J.~··-·~· ~-':~·.··•#' ....... "' .. _ ... ~ ... - •. T 

and ,democracy brought tei£rs to ¥ ' : .... ; n:o~~·, Iq~es:144 S,!Jffi to equal one ; -
eyes. . . . . . ~ . ... ; Americ~ dollar. · . . ·-: , . ' . '· · 

"I was so ·happy," he said. "I was able .. · · 'Tuey: are ':'.e.rf courteoU.S; hard-
to watch them speak, argue, bicker - : ., working people," Holloway said; 
actually· speak for themselves. I take for" '."t'1f1ey doj_l't: w_ant a.hand-out. What· .. 
granted freedom, independence a::~ . ·,; r .. tl:tey }Van~ is Ameri1:'an·kn_owle~ge/;Tl:1e'.: 
democracy. They're just learning about ~.'saying, 'Give a man·.~ fish, and he eats :: 
freedom, independence and democrac(~:·£or a '.:fay; ~ea<:h a :h~.to,,~h,~~4 ~:~ '\:: 
. "I helped make that happen.'~:· , eats f?.r. a life~e/~ exa~y what they •· 
·Hollowaysaid.thegoalforthe" ' ' · ·· · ,,., . ._;_ 
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· ·t.iis time' in uzti~kista'n was spent not • 
an1y .. te~1ctiing!·tB'e cciunir}r·5 ·farmers· . . . . . . . .. . .... "/.. . . . . . ... ... 

· .abo1Jt. '.',delP.9.S~~.cy : .. (right} " .. Jany 
. Holloway leiirriea about the Culture· 
."an.d c:ustoin's ott]le p~~ple he, taught. . 
·From.the markef place.(abov.e} to fam-
ily tracHtion.s su.£h as:this fertility ritu- · 
al (above lett}?he sam.pled the rich . .. . .. .... · .. ;.'· .......... · .. 

· hi.st~ry .?f ~:·p~9ple s.~~~~~~ing to., mix 
the old ways .'«i~Ji the new. · :~ ..... 

. . ; . ~.;·~: 
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Monday, April 28, 1997 

··, 

Rapid City Joµrnal 

·.·· .... ,,.. ... 
~------------·· 

.MiU< .r~P .. :.~:a.~~~.::frQttf:flus·sia ··j 
... ,<•·~:·(..:~1;.·~~' .. -- . .--.·:'t .' ......... ~_. ·:· ·._ ·:·.· , .... ···.--.:· .:·-. ·.· .. ··: > -~:;.· ' 

. ·:Leo Hercli~~nfjhe_Black:::_Jo.od.".chiiin; ;:.Herdina .. said;:. is·:~oi.at, 
--Hills-Milk . Producers, returned last · rai-mers .. ,;receive - payriieii.i" .iii '"kind":. 

Monday from three weeks in Russia for their milk - fuel, fertilizer or 
helping develop dairy production arid · other . bartered goods ·rather than' 
marketing in·· a· stubbornly ·sluggish· cash. · . : · • 
fonner communist economy . .,. . 'That makes it hard to pay the 

This was Herdina's third visit to the · bills," he said. . · · · · 
fonner U.S.S.R as a volunteer with ·· · Her.dina also observed that busi- . 
one of the nonprofit Canner-to-farmer nesses may retain four or five erri

? programs ·financed by the "U.S. ployees for every job. Where a U.S. 
Agency of lntemational Development. . . convenience store may have one clerk 

This trip, he worked with G~M'i'. on duty, . a . comparable business in 
a food processing company, and two Russia has five to seven clerks. • · 
dairy processing plants to assess the He has detected some sljght im
needs of dairy processors and newly provement in. the Russian way of do
fonned cooperatives. · ' · ing business since his first aid trip in 

His efforts focused partly on how·. 1994. ·. 
co-op priorities can complement 
producer needs. 

Major obstacles he observed in
clude dairy fanning methods 60 years 
behind those of the United States and 
a lack of trust between producers and I 

milk buyers. 
Par:! of _the problem in the Russian 



~nother·lookatJa.st we.ek's trip to Uzbekistan 
- .. ·. :,1';11 looking forward

1

t0Jf1e.ddy.I can go. back a.nd.~ork ;;itli ~!~em again." . 
· · ·-· Tony Holloway 011 the peop.le of Uzbekistall · · · · 

. '•' 
........ ;" :~ - ':: ~:~ : ";.' . ·- . . . 
.: .... ~·; ~: .. :·-':<.·~." . ,;·.:·"~ . : .. ·:~·~ ' ... 
. '.JHE CADIZ RECORD;· WEDNESDAY; 'APRIL 30,' 1997, A·9. 
{:.i:'·~·::'':'.:' ··;·- ·· .. ,, • 
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· While .in Fergana,·~zb~kistari, To'ny Holloway spent time .Yiith ;he · 
p~ople of that country, including a reporter from the local pa~r 
as he was inte.Viewed about his visit to the country (top photo). 
During hisfir~t weekend, he attend!:!~ a wed?ing party i,.yhich w}s. 

~.- ~ . _ .. · ·. actually the ~elebration of a coild.'s birth. The baby girl spent the 
t.;~ny buildings in.,U~~ekis_tan party cocoone~ i~ si*· in a~ o.rna~~-.b~~sinette.(above). Pilaf, the 
ar~ covered . with"'"elaborate national .dish, is pocked. in a_..la~ge ir~n bowl over an open fi~e 
.dfa~signs made ~ith Wes.. ':. · outdoors~ like inosf food·is' fO()ked i'n Uzc~kist~n (rig rt). ',\ 

. . . . . 

The Uzbek hoe has a different 
· shape than the· American ver

sion {top . photo). Tony 
Holloway also visited class
roo[lis while in Uzbekistan 

. {above). Teachers and groups 
interested in scheduling a visit 

. by _Holloway to.: sh~re his pic
tures and information ·about 

.· . t~e . countr}i's. ·~ufrure should 
contacthirri at 235-9600: : 
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Cooperation Among Cooperatiyes 
'liy Denise R. Morgan 

"The cooperative movement is a worldwide 
movement, a practical democracy in action. The 
term 'cooperative' is both eco1~6mk and p·olitical 
because it invohres people wor~g in a democratic 
way to get their needs met." S~vananda: member 
Terry Bell experienced this deniocracy in action on 
a ·recent trip to Ukraine. » 

As a consultant for The Tr.:easure GrC?up, Bell 
coa~es businesses through cha:nges. He has found 
that "the challenge of change,management con
sulting is to be faithful to the customer and let 
~v11·rything else go~'.' Like the cooperative move
ment, changes in business. are occurring ~orld
wide. As a.result the stakes ci're higher. "Now if 
you're.wrong, you're globally ,¥rong.~ The rate of 
change has accelerated so that :now the challenge of 
business is to keep cha~ging donstantly and never 
remain the same. 

This tendency toward rapid change is reaching 
. parts of the world that we in th~ West might have at 
one time considered remote and static. Take Ukraine, 
for example: A state of Ule for~er Soviet Union, this 
now independent country is grappling with bur- . 
geoning democracy and coopera.tive efforts after years · 
of socialism and state appo1~qrunent of resources .. 
With black, virtually organic ttjpsoil 3~ inches d:ep 
and a rising need for organic produce worldwide, 
Ukraine is a hot seat for u'pco~g changes in the 
global economy. . 

It was roughly a year agp when Bell made his 
first acquaintance with a man from Ukraine. Work· 
ing on a project to market fine art for the 1996 

. Paralympic; Games; Bell was introduced to Valery 
Suskevich, the Deputy Minister of Sports and Ukrai
nian National Paoresentative;' When Bell and his 
wife, Anita, learn~d that th~ Ukrainian ParalympiC 
athletes were looking for piaq;!l to live and train 
while getting acclimated to th~ Georgia heat, they 
jumped into action. They made housing arrange
ments for 52 Ukrainians and sequred a training facil
ity for the athletes at Life College. The 24 families 
who hosted the Ukrainians thor.oughly enjoyed their 
guests, whom th12y found to be a very "warm-hearted, 
compassionate and loving people," proud of their , 
indep1mdence from the former Soviet regime and · 
intensely determined to succeed on their own. Bv thP 

week notice they gave him before the start of the trip, 
Bell set off for U~aine as one of only.SO volilnteers that 
the Citizens' Network sends there annually. From the 
moment he arrived he felt at home. As a native of 
Buffalo, New York he was fully piepared for the icy 
cold thaHs typical of Ukrainian winters, and one of his 
host groups was a farm co-op in. Zalishchke in the 
Western part of the country. 

Co~ops in. Ukraine are very new-less than S 
years old. Currently they are doing quite well. They 
are a democratic alternative ~o other more socialized 
fonns of food production. They're also very attractive 
to fa~ers. Democratic ownership is a fresh and excit
ing idea in that part of the world. "To them it's almost 
too good to be true," says Bell. "There's'· a bit of 
skepticism, a little 'Where's the catch?' mentality. Co
op members are farmers who love the land an~ have 
~ voice in their own business. They tend to be even 
more entrepreneurial than people here. We take entre-. 
preneurship for granted." puring his lliree-week stay, 
Bell taught mar~eting concepts to Ukrainian co-op 
farmers. He taught them how to deal with customers 

. through focus groups and customer surveys. He de

. veloped and managed an advertising campaign, Cl 

concept that was quite new to the Ukrairuans; and he 
. taught them how to reach out to people in order to 

a ttrad business. 
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Last fall BEU received a call from.Si Trieb, a 
colleague from Group Seven Consulting, a change 
i:nanagenienf: ~etwork of consultants wor~g with 
large companies associated with the load chain, in· 
eluding production and distribution. Si had been 
asked to join an elite group of Armenians, Russians 
and Ukrainians as part of the Cochran .Fellowship 
Progra.pl, an annual t?ur sponsored ~y the Un~ted 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to expose 
foreign VIP's to American agriculture. Bell promptly 
in'-'.ited the fellowship to Sevananda, one of the long
est-standing and most successful food co-op in the 
Southeast. One Saturday last November, the Cochran 

. Fellowship came toSevananda. They were impressed 
with the p'ersonal welcome they received and pleas· 
antly sucprised 'by the management team's candor 
regarding finances and future challenges. :1•1t was 
classic Sevananda," cheers Bell, "'no loopholes, no 
secrecy; just a genuine willingness to share.'' At the 
end. ol the visit they shook hand.Sand said good-bye 
not knowing ii they would ever see each other again. 

' In February, however, he received a call from 
the Citizens' Network ofForeign Affairs in Washing
ton, DC. A Ukrainian man based in the capita], Kiev, 
who had visited Seva.nanda with the Cochran Fel· 
lcw~'hip Program was now recommending Bel! for. a 
project teaching marketing to cooperative farmers in 
Ukraine. After initially "flipping" over the short 3-

_ _ ...... -r-... ···-• ,,. .. """''"'ru1t 
and "'.egetable processing 'plant. The co-op is buying 
shares in thl!! plant, which is owned by the government 
but is in the process ofbeir\g privatized. The arrange
n;ent is esp,edally appealing to farmers because i• 
gives them an investment ih the next level of the food 
chain, which translates inio more control over the: 
quality and marketing ol th~j.r produce. Impressed by 

·what he taught them; the leaders of the Ratay Co-op 
asked Bell to teach the pl~t employees as well. The 

. teaching was reciprocal: After three days -at the plant, 
Bell says he "learned a lot abput processing fruits and 
vegetables." · · · 

He also learned much )!bout the paradigms and 
mindsets of the Ukrainians,, their customs and their 
history. Perpaps the highlight of his entire trip, how
ever, was eating dinner in tlte home of the first Ukrai
nians he met at the Paraly1:9:pks. ''Everything came 
full circle ... There was a lot of ~ynergy and magic:." Bell 
sees himself as an envoy who .. keeps bringing the 
reality of the international c~operative. movement to. 
Sevananda." He believes in cooperation between cO.. 
'operatives. "We're not an isl~nd. We have to remem· 
ber that we are part of something· Jarger than our· 
selves. We're partners in glo~al relationships, part of 
a global network of progressive, democratic people. 
It's a positive, life-giving thing.", 

The people from the co·9p want Bell to return to 
Ukraine, possibly in Septeml!ier. He hopes to go, ac
companied this time by his wife, who will help wi~ 
team building and customer s~rvice. While they have 
no idea what the ~ituatiou in;Ukraine will be by the 
tlme the}: get back, they are ·excited about all the 
possibilities awaiting them. : : · . · 
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Sharma Aids Kalmykia Farmers 

Rita Shanna, a native of 
Williamsport. spent two 
weeks of volunteer agricul
tural work in Kalmykia, an 
autonomous republic of the 
Russian Federation. 

. Sharma participated in 

the Citizens Network 
Agribusiness Volunteer 
Program, an international 
development project seek
ing to strengthen grassroots 
private fanning in the New 
Independent States of the 

Soviet Union and Africa by 
providing the expertise of 
U.S. fanners and agribusi
ness professionals. . 

During her stay Sharma 
worked with the Kalmykia 
Union of Landowners, a 

group of30 of the most pr?
gressive private farmers in 
the region. She visited sev
eral farms in the area and 
recommended methods of 
improving t~e beef cattle 
production through e.n
hailced maintenance, dis
ease prevention and feeding 
systems. 

Shanna also made a one
day presentation at the re· 
gion's agricultural college 
to 60 student members of· 
the Assn. of Private Farm
ers of Kalmykia. Many of 
the students who attended 
were either callle owners or 
prospective beef cattle pro-
ducers. · 

Before her trip overseas, 
Sharma was able to enlist 
the support of a number of 
agribusiness. companies, 
pharmaceutical firms and 
veterinary clinics from 
around the country which 
provided her with equip
ment and materials to do
nate to her Russian hosts. 

Sharma further con
tributed by proposing a plan 
to involve the Indiana 
Angus Assn .• of which she 
is a member, in donating a 
starter herd to a farm in 
Russia. Such gestures not 
only help to fonn a valuable 
bond between Americans 
and the· citizens of these 
emerging economies, but 
are also instrumental in the · 
fonnation of potential mar
ket opportunities for Ameri- · 
can companies, the. sponsor
ing organization said. 

Sharma is an Indiana 
Fann Bureau district direc
tor and owns and manages a 
large, diversified grain and 
cattle farm. 
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Ag vol.unteers sought 
to lend a helping hand 
in former Soviet Union 
By CHRIS ANDERSON 
Pantagraph farm edjlor 

Has Bill Witting got a deal for 
Canners - he's looking for about 
100 able· bodied graln and livestock 
producers to share their expertise 

. this year during three-week stints 
, V1.i.th counterpartS in the fonner 

Soviet Union. 
In exchange for volunteering 

their time and labor. farmers will 
have all travel e::-."Penses paid for b}'· 
Witdng's group. the nonprofit, 
Washingron. D.C.-based Citizens 
Network for Foreign Affairs Inc. 

Witting, director of CNF.L\:s 
agribusiness volunteer program, 
and marketing director DaVid Co· 
hen shared information about 
their efforts this wee!-> with 96 Oli· 
nois Farm Bureau eouney man· 
agers participating in a manage
ment conference. 

"We do not ha\•e a formal part· 
nership with Illinois Fann Bu· 
reau. but we have had a longstand· 
i.ng relationship with the Ameri
can Fann Bureau Federation," 
said Witting, noting CNFA has 
partnerships with nine state Farm 
Bureaus. "We went to Farm Bu
reau early on 'beea.use the organi· 
zation was built on grass-roots 
strength.." 

CNF A also has relied on \•olun
teers from agribusiness, National 
Farmers Union and American Soy
bean Association. The group has 
formal partnerships with food 
companies. banks and trade ass6· 
ciations. 

The S..year·old organization re
ceives the bulk of its fWlding 
through prh·ate sources. The re· 

mainder - about 23 percent -
comes from the U.S. Agency for In· 
ternational Development. 

Since the program started. 355 
volunteers involved In producing 
America's food have completed 
short-term assignments in the for· 
mer. Soviet Union aimed at helping 
farmers and agribusinesses devel· 
op a market economy. 

Members from 2a states, includ· 
ing Illinois, have created regional. 
private farmer organizations. pri· 
vate companies and farm coope.ra· 
ti\"es. Sue Mowery of Tamms 
helped a group of Ukrainian 
women set up a food cannery. 

Mowery, who volunteered with 
fellow AFBF Women's Committee 
members, traveled to the Ukraine 
three years ago on a brainstorm
ing mission. After assessing needs 
among a group of:rural women, the 
cannery idea surfaced. 

Since then. Farm Bureau mem· 
hers raised SS0,000 for the project 
along with $180,000 from USAID. 
Witting sa1d cannery equipment 
will be shipped ne::-.i: week. Volun· 
teerteams have continued visiting 
the site to ensure it gets up and 
running, he noted. 

""This is people to people. It 
stretches limited aid funds. and 
provides needed expertise,·· said 
Witting. WHelping them in the 
transition to a market economy 
strengthens the prosperity and 
democracy or the U.S. Stimulating 
lndividual initiative is the most 
valuable quality we can share.''· 

Fot more information about agri. 
cultural volunteer opportunities 
through C~"F • .\.. call (2o-2) 296-39'20. 
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3. extension agents work 
With farmers in Moldova 
' '" :: Carroll County Extension 
Agent Mlchael Bell and Frederick 
County colleagues Dale Johnson 
and Stanley Fultz spent three 
weeks recently in the former Sovi
et republic of Moldova .. 
; The trio helped improve the 
quantity and quality of milk pro
duced by three large dairy farms. 
They provided the farmers with 
technical assistance in animal nu
trition, milklng procedures, artifi
cial insemination and herd man
~gement. . 
=t The agents volunteered for the 
program, which is run by the Citi
zens Network for Foreign Affairs 
~f Washington and funded by the 
U.S. Agency for International De
"'.elopment. 
~= On his return, Bell visited Sen. 
Barbara A. Mikulski to discuss 
with the Maryland Democrat the 
importance of supporting eco
nomic development in the former 
Sovie~ Union to stabilize democra
cy and help develop markets for 
American products. 

Section B 
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1\-~olunteer finds Ukraine farm· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

project rewarding 



I 
I 
I 
I By Marlene Lucas 

Gazette rural affairs writer 
· When Joe Legg traveled to Ukraine 

been deep-plowed 
and worked until it 
is crumbly and weed· 

Moldova and has projects in Zimbabwe 
and Mozambique. 

I earlier this year, he thought his three· 
week mission would begin with lec
tures and discussions about the proper 
way to run a no-till planter. 

free.· 
Legg, a retired lo· 

wa State University 
Extension director 

Legg didn't work with individual 
fanners, who would find it impossible 
to purchase their own planters due to 
the harsh economic conditions of the 
country. He worked with employees of 
Nicenia, a privatized stock company 
that has a joint venture with Monsanto. I Instead he was handed a wrench, 

dfrected to three partially assembled 
Kinze planters and asked to hurry. 

The plums are blooming, he was told. 

I It's· time to plant. 

living in Anamosa, 
was a volunteer for 
Citizens Network for 
Foreign Affairs, 

Joe Legg 
'Economy tough' 

Nicenia was formed to produce seed 
. and sell farm supplies and is beginning 
to custom farm for individual farmers 
and collective farms. . Plum trees grow in the windbreaks 

around Ukraine farm fields, and by 
tradition, their blooms signal the time 

based iri Washington, 
D.C., and funded by 
the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

I for putting seed to ground. 
So Legg began and tried to settle the 

suspicions that the Ukrainians had 
about planting in a field that has not 

Network is a private, non-profit 
liroup committed to stimulating eco
nomic growth. It has sent more than 
370 volunteers to Russia, Ukraine and 

"The economy is so tough. There's 
not money to pay farmers for products 
and no money : for equipment," Legg 
said. "They siLtli'ere in a sad state of 
affairs. They can't farm." 
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improving the farm economy, he said. 
The company custom farms for thos.e 
that can hire them and crop shares or 
rents farmland from others. 

Like many U.S. farmers, Nicenia sees 
no-till as an efficient way of farming 
because it requires fewer trips across 
the fields than traditional methods. 

"Our task was to go and finish 
setting up and adjusting the Kinze 
planters," he said. "We went through 
them with wrenches and, one by one, 
took them to the field. We set the 
planting depth and saw that they were 
operating properly.· 

"We worked with the personnel and· 
instructed others. It was basically a 
training situation." 

Legg has taken 11 such assignments, 

Nicenia is· an" intermediate step in 

many of them to Africa. 
On the trips, he works with people in 

the country and encounters nothing but 
friendliness: 

"The setting is perfect for good rela· 
tionships," he said. "It's a challenge. 
You work harder than you ever have. 
You try to figure out how things there 
can be changed. You don't try to 
·transplant what we do here. Sometimes 
a minor change can mean a lot." 

When he looked at the vast fertile 
soils of the Ukraine, he saw the unreal
ized potential of large food production. 

"I hope· they could get the economy 
and social problems solved so that 
would occur," he said. "I would hope 
someday they could make· Kinze plant· 
ers themselves." 
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Russian beef production up close 

WILLIAMSPOHT, Ind. For 
three weeks this spring, I had the 
opportunity lo witness beef produc
t ion in Hussia up close and person
al. During that time, I was an 
agrihusi1wss volunteer represent
ing the Citizen's Network for 
l•'oreig11 Affairs. 

Tlw asi;ignnwnt I was given was 
11111llifacet,~d. Firnl, work with pro
ducers and attempt to give them 
imlllt! insight inlo how bet!f cattle 
an! rais•!d in lhe United Stales. 

S!!t'IHHI, present a seminar to 
university students talking almut 
how I mis•• callh! and what the crit
ical ractor~ are i11 1ny success. Last, 
lo look at forming a private beef 
as:rnciation. 

As with all assignments of this 
nattffc, just because it is written on 
papnr 1i'ol's not 1n1!m1 it is going to 
happen. But I am pleased lo say 
that a significant amount of what I 
:wt out lo accomplish bernme a real
ity. 

I was fortunate in that my 
assignment took me to two different 
areas of Hussia, so that I could wit
ness lwo entirely different philoso
phies of how cattle are raised. 

My first week wns spent in 
l\aluga. This town lies abo11l a 
th l'l'P· 111111 r drive sou th of Moscow. 

While llwre, I met an individual 
that I l':m only chnrnct.erize as a 
piu111•1·r W1• all .ltnmv that there are 
tho:>I' t.hal ask "why," hut we arc for
tuna!t• that there alHo are thm;e 
who ask "why not.'1" 

01w of' llwse nwn is Andrey 
Davidov. I le, sii.:nificanlly more 
t.han any 01 lwr perHon that I met 
d111·i11g 111.v slay, stand,,; alo111~ 011 lhe 
fro11li1·r of Hu,;sia's Jlcdi.:ling beef 
iml11~lry 

Beef Lines 

By Aila Sharma 
Indiana Cattle Producer 

Andrey is the owner of Dm: 
Farm, wl>ich was registered with 
the state in August 1991. Andrey 
faces all of the challenges normal to 
a new farm in any country, but he 
also faces special challenges due to 
the direction in which he has cho
sen to lead his farm. 

Andrey dreams of being a beef 
cattle producer. He dreams of rais
ing cattle under the open sky. 

Why do these dreams set him 
apart from other cattle producers in 
Russia? Because, in most of Hussia, 
cuttle production is not segregated 
into beef and dairy. 

Dual-purpose cattle populate 
most of the barns of Russia. These 
cattle are derived from Holstein, 
Brown Swiss and Simmental breed
ing. 

When Andrey voices his dream, 
he most often is laughed at because 
il is u11thi11kahlc that one can sue~ 
cessfully raise cattle only for beef. 

People say that what has been good 
for centuries still is good for them 
today. 

Dul Andrey has a dream, a 
dream fueled by two trips to the 
west one to Canada and one to 
the United States - during which 
he saw a gigantic industry divided 
into beef and dairy segments. His 
start as a founder of Russia's beef 
industry has been slow. 

In 1995, he acquired nine horned 
Hereford cows. His goal for 1997 is 
to acquire 20 additional cows. 

Acceptance of beef cattle as a 
stand-alone ind us try is probably 
not the greatest challenge that he 
faces. Andrey also believes that the 
basic system by which they raise 
cattle is flawed. 

A normal feedlot operation con
sists of a barn with stanchions. At 
about two months of age, a calf is 
placed into those stanchions, where 
it spends the rest of its life in that 
one spot, chained into pince. 
Sleeping on cold concrete ·floors 
completely lacking in bedding -
coupled with the fact that the barns 
they live in are so cold that it is dif
ficult for an observer to walk 
through them without getting 
chilled to the bone - !llakes it is 
easy to envision why daily gains 
hover on the low side of0.8 pounds. 

Andrey has already experiment
ed with changing the normnl 1nelh
ods of feeding cattle. Last summer, 
he raised a feedlot full of cattle on 
his farm. The experiment revolved 
around 57 Holstein calves being 

raised in a lot about the size of a 
basketball court. 

The results were astounding. His 
daily gain jumped to one and a half 
pounds. 

This success has provided the 
impetus for his next venture, which 
is a shared feedlot with a neighbor
ing collective farm. The director of 
that farm has agreed to provide a 
barn 150 feet by 60 feet water, 
labor and part of the feed so that 
they can feed about 200 hend in a 
manner similar to what Andrey 
accomplished last summer. Soon, 
tl1ey will begin to clean out the 
bnrn, bed it with fresh straw and 
also build outside feed bunks. 

The challenges that are faced by 
Andrey are staggering. Besides a 
syslcin firmly rooted ill the pa11t, he 
must nlso face climactic challenges. 

For example, just to feed a beef 
cow nl maintenance levels demands 
raising energy intake by 30 percent 
to 50 percent more than United 
States requirements. 

The clays that we were at Dll<: 
l~arm were cold, but what told the 
true story about how cold it can 
become was the light breeze. 'I'he 
air broui.:hl by those breezes was so 
cold that even on a rea:;onnhly lllilcl 
day in March it was common to lind 
your breath literally being slolen hy 
the north wind. 

Andrey definitely is a pioneer. 
Ile has a tlrcnn1 and he hns the con
victions that arc necessary lo make 
that dream a reality. 

-
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Ailamosa···~· -
resident;·:_.> ... 
returrisJrom . 
the:Ukraine·,~.~ : 
: •Retired! IowaS-~te'tJni-:. 

versicy ExteHsion DireC:illr, ' 
Joe·Legg,.·Anamosa.just.r~-. 
turned from three \Veeks m . 
the Ukraine whem be trained '. 
eastern Ukci:inuµr farmers ·to.· 
U.SenO-tillptintiiigequipment . 
and·techniques to'complete !. 
their Sflring plaiiting> '.'·: ·~ · · :. 
. Legg volunteered thro~g~ · 

: a· program run by the ~ash~. 
ingll;)n; D.C.~b~~ C1uze!1s · 
Network for Fcire1gn Affairs . 
and funded ~tiy:·the U.S. 
Agency for)nt~mation~ 
Development)-.~:::.,;.:·:· ... :~ . 
,:·: 6n his way pack)o Ana-: 

moSa; Legg st~~d.J11.)V a:!l
in g ton D.C~·r111.~eet:w1th 
SenatorTomHafkin and Rep-
. resentative Ji.iii Leach. Legg 
. sp~ke gene~.~nf:abou( ~is 
·.experiences ~n~the Ukraine 
and discussed the impbrt.ance 

· of American frivolvemenc in 
. de~Cloping agriculture over- . 
seas. 

• .-~~,; •. ~ f','~,~ .. ';~,t 

. ·:Legg ·wo~.lf~? .for Iowa·. 
State 1Jnive~!!YJgr 37 y~ars. 
before be retirea in 1986. He. 
is. 'the President :or ihe Aila.: 

'n!hsa Rocary_~f,n~P.~~i.~_n.: 
·active· in the,farm·.'.aureau;. 
: rui<l diainber"ofco~ercej; .· 
·He has vo1uiicee:re<fhin.ilrie.i 
. intefnationally~I~;~~ 'f Q~ei;; · 
SoViet Union and AfQ<:a.X~·;, 

··Legg, 3J.onf~.i~Je~ft~:: 
Iowan volunteer Wa'yne · 
'Hanse~.did everything from' 
· liaining farm ~~9.r~ajJ{l 1!6- .} 
; till methods td assisting. them ? 
cilibraie ·theif)Gpfe. pJW:iH. 

· efs .. ~.:·~ ~·. - :;.~~~~:~>~:.~.-~~;~, ·:·:~: · ~ 
l-11.ie Citizens Network' for; 

Fon;1gp ·~ahit:!i,t,C:;.(c;~e.)~ 
is a PJl"'.ate! ~9,Hi-Pr.Ofit ~rga-~. 

:niiation comfuitted to st:Imu-~ .. 
lallng econorillc'gfci~ih !n die~·" 
fonner· Soviet .Union ·and; 

·southern Afrid{Since 1993.~ 
CNFA's Agribusiness VoI~L 
unt.eer Prograirt:hitS s.entm~e.': 
than 370 voluri~s to)~.~~7< 
sia. Uki:ainearid¥.old.civaand: 
is· currently. w~~~ng .on . 
projects in Zii:Dbabwe and 
Mozambiciue. C~A:yolu~
teers brina hands-on expen-"' . . ence to. their .assignments 
helping their overse':is coun-· 
terparts ease ~e Lransition to 
a markereco1iomy. 



• - -
Kalmykia producers. carry on ancestors' ways 

WILLIAMSPORT, Ind. - The 
peopl<J of ICnlmyltia are descen· 
danls of lite f\lougol warriors who 
f<illowcd Genghis l01:ln from lhe 
steppes of Mongolia to ultimately 
s1lllle in the region located 
h¢lween the Cnspian and Dlack 
Hens. 

'. The beef i11d11slry in the 
Hcpublic of l\ahnyltia is a product 
o( the historical heritage these 
nutive i11habitunLs bring with 
tlicm. To this day, their lifestyle 
a~d methods of raising livestock 
emulate that heritage. · 

: Encompassing 15 million acres, 
tl\e Hepuhlic of Kal111yki11 is <lomi
nlitetl by agriculture, especially 
il'S livestock industries - the 
i.:ra:z.ing of sheep and cattle, Their 
lilm:c pride in their heritage, the 
q;ialily or theil' llleat and the fact 
tl)at they arc the only Buddhist 
republic in l~urope almost trans
p~rls one to a h ygone era. 

• When one inquires or n farmer 
hiiw umny hectares he owns, the 
n(!swer USlrnlly is: "They say lhat 
\\te own l.(lOO heclnres, but there 
arc no set houmluries and, within 
nrnson, livestock graze very much 
li}e they havl! for cenluries on the 
steppes." 

: It is a barren, windswept lund 
that is under the constant threat 
ot becoming a desert. The soil is 
s*ndy and shallow, providing an 
inhospitulile host for the native 
rc!athergrnss, which is the stn11le 
graze for the livestock. 

'. A normal clny for these formers 
early, when the livestock 

are sheplrnrde<I lo the day's graz· 
i!jg lands. Kalmykian fnrrners are 
as at home on horselmclc as their 
ohcestors were. 

' One story told to me, which 
r~llects the oneness of these peo
p!e with their land, harkens to the 
dnys of the Mimgols. In those 
dj1ys, it wns held thnt to disturb 
Uie soil was disrespectful to the 
1~;arlh. 

Rutl11ir than huryiug their 
wrapp1~d the lmdv in a 

Beef Lines 

By Aila Sharma 
Indiana Callie Producer 

shroud, tied the end of the shroud 
to the Lail of a horse and released 
the horse. Wherever the shroud 
disintegrnled was the finul rest
ing pince for the body. 

I spent three weeks this past 
spring in Central Asia as an 
agribusiness volunteer for the 
Citizen's Network for Foreign 
Affairs. For those not familiar 
with this type of program, it is 
uuthori:z.ed by P.L. 480, otherwise 
known ns the Food for Pence 
Progrnm, n title under our federal 
fnrm legislation, 

The goal of my trip was multi
focclmL The first purpose was to 
work with farmers in an attempt 
to moderuizu their operations and 
to ucquaint them with some of our 
teclmology. 

The second purpose wns to look 
at establishing a privule beef 
organization. Third, I was fo give 
lo two seminnrs - one lo a beef 
production class at the uni~ersily, 
the other to farmers. 

Was my trip successful? Did I 
accomplish my goals? Well, yes 
uml no. 

The lirsl thing thnt becomes 
apparent on a tri11 such as ttlis is 
that the assignment is written in 
sand, not in concrete. I hulieve lhe 
first goal was well accomplished. 

Prior to my trip, l had contact
ed some of the leading suppliers of 
animal health products in the 
United States - MSD Ag Vet, 
Omaha Vnccine, Nasco, Schering 
Plough, Mallinckrodt, Pfizer and 
Ideal Instruments - and had 
requested a product to be used in 
on- farm demonstrations. The 
product wo11h1'

1
he left with the 

Kalmykians for l'urther use. 
The generosity of these compa· 

nies was outstanding, and, basi
cally, my only problem was carry· 
ing everything that they sent with 
me. The farmers were familinr 
with a lot of these proclucts, hut 
ha<l not had an opportunity Lo try 
them. 

In most cases, we would take n 
selected set of cattle, tag, implant, 
worm and, in some cases, gi,•e 
them vitun1in shots. l then told 
the farmers not to expect 
overnight results, but to give it six 
weeks and then evaluate the 
results. 

I found these formers to be 
warm, hospitable and open to new 
ideas, They were knowledgeable 
nboul their cattle and concerned 
aboul their welfare. 

The results on the beef organi· 
zntion were not as good. Most of 
the farmers are so wrapped up 
sirnply in survival that the con·· 
cept of a beef orgnnization was a 
Lough sell. 

Couple lhal with the very 
dynamics of the country where 
most farmers live 20 to 30 miles 
from a hard-surface rood. The 
roads between home and tile hnnl· 
surface ronds were normally mud 
and dirt tracks that, when tlrny 
have ll half·inch of rain, turns into 
a· morass, nrnking organizational 
attempts extremely difficult. 

Finally, both seminars did not 
occur. Fortunately, the one al the 
university did happen and was 
certainly one of the highlights of 
the trip. 

Ahout 60 enthusiastic students 
spent several hours with me 

watching slides, nsking questions 
ancl learning both about our regis· 
U:red Angus operation and nhout 
callle production, genetics nncl 
nutrition in general. The fate of 
the producer seminar wns not n 
result of lack of attempts, hut 
rnthcr of the dynamics of 
l\almykin. 

Durini.: the first two times that 
it was scheduled, there wns just 
enough rain thnt those dirt roads 
from the forms were all but 
impassable. In nddition, trying to 
postpone and reschedule are vir
tunlly Impossible in n country 
where both electricity and tele
phoues are rare once one leaves 
the environs of the Cities. 

When one steps· bnck from a 
trip such as this one and assesses 
the impact, the questions nrise: 
"Was it worth my time? Was it 
worth the expense? Did we !\CCOlll· 

pl is h something substnn tin I?" 
My pcrsonnl answer would he 

"yes." A volunteer on this type of 
assignment is required lo com· 
plele 11 report including lhe num· 
ber of people reached and the 
impact. 

l can certainly do that, Dul, in 
·reality, I believe thnl the real 
results go fnr beyond simple num
bers. 

Much more accurately, one 
must ntlempt lo comprehend the 
fnct that two very clisparnle cul
ltu-cs have been broughl :wine· 
what closer together. Sitting in 
souHwne's kitchen half-wny 
around the world, talking ahout 
the struggles of life, sharing wilh 
these people that life was not 
always llS good as it is today nnd 
relntiug the days of short pastures 
and even shorter h11y crops proba
bly does more for international 
understanding than any amount 
of high level diplomncy. 

More than t!mt, it shows these 
people that, while there nrny nut 
be gold at the end of the min how, 
there certainly is houe. There ii:: a 
reason to p!'rs1~vcre. 

-
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Volunteers. aid Russian :agriculture 

·. ·. 

Taking advantage of uniqu~ 
volumeer parcner:i;hip:s that link 
American and Russian farmers 
is an excellent way Fann 
Bureau m~mbers can share their 
v;iluable agricultural exp~rtise, 
emphasized a mid-year confer
ence speaker. 

"The Russians want to 
develop a market system to 
replace the old government· 
controlled system," said Bilf
Wining, dfrector of the·Citiiens 
Network for Foreign Affairs 
(CNFA). ..We need tu . puc 
Amcrica1lS and Russians togeth
er to share American a~ricultur
al know-how. fowa Farm 
Bureau members have the 
chanco to get involved and help 
spread democracy around tbe 
world." 

The CNFA is· an internation
al economic development orga
nization that works to stiril.uJate 
e'conomic growlh in the. wotld 's 
emerging nations. CNFA volun
teers spend tlm:e weeks abroad 

· helping Russian ·counterpart~ 
better undctmmd American 
agriculture. . 

Wiuing · emphasi?..cd that · 
emerging democracies like 
Russia have a great need for 
American assistance. He high
lighted Russia's need for both 
free market agricu~turc · and 
knowledgeable people who cari 
explain how the syslcin works. 

'·The Russian economy· is 
very primith·e," Witting said. 
"People say Russian farming 
reminds them of how it was 
hen: in the 1940s or even 1920s. 
Farm Bureau members who get 
invol.;,.cd and volunteer h<1ve a 
tremendous opJ?Ortunlty to help 
some very needy, people." 

Farm Bureau members· par
ticipation is so vita], Wi1ting 
sllid, because mc1nbers under
stand grassroots .. democr11-tic 

organization. 
"Russia has no history of this 

kind of organization," he said. 
"Farm Bureau· very success

fully takes the interests and 
concerns of people to the gov
ernment. It doesn't· wait for the 
government to te:!I them what to · 
do, which is very, different from 
Russia's fonncr system." 

Fann Bureau members Bill 
Mesecher of Pleasantville and 
Randy Heitz of Charles City re
ccndy particip~ccd iu rhe pro· 

gram and agreed that volunteer
ing "is worlhwhile .. · 

"The Russians told me they 
had a gre'1t year last year," Heitz 
said. 

"Thei.r interest rate was only 
· 80 perccnc, and it had been 250 
percent. The Russian farmers 
want charige, and they cold me 
tbey are not doing chis fo.r them· 
selves, but for their children and 
gra ndchlldren." -· 

"It is hard work, but it is -.·cry 
rewiirding," M~secher added. 

... · 
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Sentinel Tribune 
July 5, 1997 

Area man helps Zimbabwe 
farmers organize 

Helena resident Glenn Maddy 
has returned from a three-week 
Lrip lo Zimbabwe where he helped 
guide a new farm organization's 
dcvelopmenl into a successful, 
sustainable organizalion. 

He is I.he first volulllcer lo visit 
lhal nation through a program run 
by lhe Washington, D.C.-based 
Citizens Network for Foreign Af
fairs. 

During his Lrip, Maddy met 
wilh more than 100 Indigenous 
Conunercial Farmers Union 
(ICFU) leaders and members 
throughoul Zimbabwe to share in
fonnalion about tile structure of 
U.S. farm organizalions and coop
eratives. 

He explained how U.S. farm 
groups, in panicular, the Ohio 
Farm Bureau, operate. He outlined 
how the Zimbabwe farm leaders 
·-mid use similar managerial and 

ganizational lechniques to im
·we their group's operalions. 
ICFU is one of three nalion:il 

farm associalions in Zimbabwe.· 
Its members primarily are small, 
independent black farmers who 
purchased their land from while 
farmers in tile early 1980s follow
ing Zimbabwe's independence 
and new land tenure law. 

On his way home to Helena, 
Maddy slopped in Washington to 
meet wilh Sen. John Glenn, Sen. 
Mike DeWine and Rep. Paul Gill
mor to brief them on his assign
menl. He lold the Ohio lawmakers 
that the farmer-to-farmer program 
is an effeclive form of foreign aid. 

Maddy also emphasized that 
work with a group like ICFU 
louches the lives of more than just 

ils members. 
Nol only does il help improve 

the standard of living of the inde
pendent black farmers, il also im
proves the living conditions of 
their workers. In eff ecl, t11en, t11e 
efforl reaches a larger, more sig
nificanl number of beneficiaries, 
he said. 

Maddy is a co-op development 
specialist, former Sandusky 
Counly agricullural Exlension 
agenl and a fanncr. He also is an 
active member of the Ohio Fam1 
Bureau Federalion. 

Citizens Nelwork for Foreign 
Affairs is a privale, non-profil or
ganization committed to stimulat
ing economic growth in the for
mer Soviet Union and southern 
Africa. 

Since 1993, the organizalion 's 
Agribusiness Volunteer Program 
has sent more then 370 volunteers 
to Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, 
and is currently working on pro
jects in Zimbabwe and Mozam
bique. 

Volunteers for the program 
bring hands-on experience to their 
assignments helping their overseas 
counterparts ease the ·transition to 
a market economy. 
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Record-Review 
July 7, 1997 

Taylor County agent briefs 
Ukrainians on intensive grazing 

University of Wisconsin cx1ension agent 
Andy H::igcr just returned from four weeks 
in Ukraine where he educateu private fann
ers. and hl!rusmen ahou1 intensive grazing 
methods. Ha!!er volunteered his time 
through u prog~nm run by the Washington. 
D.C.-bused Ci1izcns Ne1work for Foreign 
Affairs I CNFA). Huger visited three obla-;ts 
in western Ukraine to help local farmers 
ins1i1ute intensive grazing management on 
their fam1s. 

On his way home to Stetsonville, Hager 
stopped in Washington lo meet with Sen. 
Russell Feingold, Sen. Herb Kohl and Rep. 
David Obey to brief them on his assign
ment. He told lhc Wisconsin lawmakers that 
private Ukrainian fanners need low-capital, 
high-return farm management systems, and 
was pleased the United States is contribut
ing to this effort. 

For the past 13 years. Hager has served as 
an extension agricultural agent in Taylor 
County. Since 1991, he has concentrated on 
developing low capital, grazing-based f ann
ing systems and organizing farmer networks 
lo share grazing experiences. Hager holds 
bachelor's and !llaster's degrees from the 
UW at River Falls and is a member of the 

Wisconsin Fann Bureau. 
Hager followed up on work begun by 

CNFA volunteer Dave Forgey in November 
1997. Hager visited the farms where 
Forgey. a grass-based dairy farmer from 
Indiana, introduced intensive grazing con
cepts six months earlier. Drawing on his 
experience working with Wisconsin dairy 
fanners, Hager took Ukrainian f anners into 
their fields lo demonstrate the principals of 
good grass management. On one particular 
fann, the Wisconsin extension agent saw 
immediate improvements. During Hager's 
first visit, he pointed out to the f anner that 
his paddocks were too large and the cactle 
had been allowed to over graze. When he 
returned Co this farm al the end of his 
assignment, Hager discovered that lhe pad
docks were smaller and a quicker rotation 
instituted. 

CNFA is a private, non-profit organiza
tion commiued co stimulacing economic 

. growth in the former Soviet Union and 
southern Africa. Volunteers bring hands-on 
experience helping their overseas counter
parts ease the transition to a market econo
my. 
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Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

LEADER'S UPDATE 
VOLUME 12 NUMBER 8 

IDAHO LEGISLATOR TEACHES UKRAINIAN 
WOMEN FARMERS ABOUT U.S. FARM 

ORGANIZATION 
Jdaho State legislator Maxine Bell just 

returned from a three-week trrp to Ukraine, 
where she met with leaders of a new women 
farmer's organization to explain how U.S. pro
ducer associations operate. She advised the 
Association of Women Farmers of U~ra!ne in 
Kharkiv. Obfast about how to develop and initi
ate effective programs and develop policies to 
strengthen their organization, increase mem
bership, and influence local and natlonaJ agrr
cu ltu ral policy. She volunteered h·er time 
through a program run by the Washington, 
D.C.-based Citizens Network for Foreign 
Affairs. 

Maxine Bell was elected to the Idaho legis
lature in 1988, and is a member of the appro
priations, agriculture, and .resources and envi
ronment committees. S.he aJso serves as vice 
chair of the American Farm Bureau Women's 
Committee. and is q.cti.ve in the Jdaho Farm 
Bureau. 

August 15, 1997 
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Tuesdny, August 12, 1997 CARROLL COUNTY TIMES 

Local dairy experts share their 
knowledge with other countries 
By JANET A. BRINDLE 
Times Slaff Writer 

"No more beets for cows" was the 
greeting of local dairy experts while 
they toured Moldova. which is a 
small country near the Ukraine and 
Hungary. 

The experts promised better eco
nomic success thanks to higher pro
ductivity. 

And the Moldovan dairy farmers 
have received not only more milk 
since changing the diet of their 
herds, but more chances to raise 
their operations to levels 
unmatched since Soviet rule. 

Three Maryland Extension agents 
made all the difference to them. 

Carroll County's Mike Bell, Fred
erick County's Stan Fultz and the 
University r1f Maryland's Dale 
Johnson visited three dairv farms in 
Moldova several months· ago, and 
most of the farmers have taken 
their suggestions to heart. 

The men traveled through a pro
gram run by The Citizens Network 
for Foreign Affairs Inc., a private 
nonprofit organization based in 
Washington, D.C. 

'1Jnder the Soviet system, farmers 
were given what they needed to be 
productive," Bell said. "They had 
raw material, equipment and 
training. When that ended, 
everyone was on their own ... 

Fultz said the three-week trip was 
phenomenal but it broke precon-

ceived stereotypes he had of "Rus
sians." They're not the spies glamor
i7.ed in films, he said. 

"The'y a·re just normal people like 
you and I," he said. 

His biggest surprise at the farms 
was a lack of technological advances 
that Americans enjoy on farms. 

"I was amazed by the primitive 
nature," Fultz said. "It was like 
going back in time." 

But Fultz said they did what they 
could with what they had. 

"They wasted nothing," he said. "If 
they were us, they would have live
stock grazing on the median strips 
of Interstate 70." 

Farms weren't profitable enough 
to buy or maintain tractors, so they 
came up with other ways to do work. 

Bell said labor is inexpensive, so 
most work is done by hand. 

"It's not about profits at all," Bell 
said. "Survival is what they are wor· 
ried about." 

Money is so tight that one farm 
had a mult\ple-year build-up of 
animal waste because the owners 
couldn't afford the fuel to run the 
tractors to spread it on the fields. 

Political stumbling blocks are also 
still in place. Even after a move 
toward capitalism, Bell said you can 
definitely still see and feel the Soviet 
influence - but many farmers, espe
cially younger ones, are hoping the 
system will continue to change. 

During the 1997 drought, Bell 
said many dairy farmers can begin 
to appreciate the plight of a 
Moldovan fanner. With a lack of 
quality Ct!~.cow:!i p1:0duce. less milk, 
are more susceptible to illness and 
do not live as long. 

Moldovan farmers had used 
forage beets to feed the herds - and 
not much else but poor straw. The 
mandate began under Soviet rule 
and continued afier the breakdown 
of socialism. 

Bell said farmers could grow grain 
on the same land and produce a 
nutritious feed for the animals. 

There, an average yield per cow 
per day was five liters, versus 60-70 
pounds of milk in Maryland. 

Leslie c;;alloway, volunteer coor-

Please see MOLDOVA, A3 

Submitted photo 
Above, Cooperative Extension Agent Mike Bell, center, from Carroll County, took a trip to Moldova to 
share his dairy farm expertise. Below, cows graze on Victoria Farm in Moldova. 
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Moldova_ 
From A1 
dinator for the foreign affairs orga
nization, said she has received word 
from the Moldovan field office that 
tile fornwrs nrc impicmcnting thC' 
tcnm'::; n·commcndntions. 

"They are working in that direc
tion," she said. "And that is attrac
tion investment from dairv 
processing plants." • 

The processing plants are pro
viding funds for fanners to improve 
their facilities - so the plants win 
by receiving a greater amount of 
better quality milk. 

The organization sends 90 volun
teers to the former Soviet Union 
each year. but Galloway said, the 
Maryland team "was the best they 
ever had. They produced a won· 
derful analvsis." 

Bell and° Extension Agent David 
L. Greene have been on other volun· 
teer trips before. Each took a trip to 
Kazakstan. another part of the 
former Soviet Union. 

Both Hell and Fultz said they 
enjoyed knowing thnt they could help. 

"Most of the people are happy," 
Bell said. "They know they can do 
thintrs hetter - thC'\' .iui::t h:wc lim
, :-cJ r..c.}4..;.r.:<it~ .... 
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WJBC AM 1230-Biden·Pell Interview 
Illinois Farm Bureau - Bill Witting 

May 9, 1997 

WJBC: Good morning. As a farmer or agribusiness person your knowledge and expertise 
makes you a valuable commodity to the CNF A This week, Bill Witting with the 
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs made the plea to counter managers from the 
Illinois Farm Bureau at their headquarters here in Bloomington. He asked for the 
time and talents of farmers for a possible three week stint with counter parts in the 
former Soviet Union. Witting feels strongly that the grass roots efforts has a real 
purpose: 

WITTING: To get international experience, get outside the United States, see how agriculture 
and agribusiness is practiced in other parts of the world, and to make a contribution 
to strengthening democracy and market economies around the world. 

WJBC: The five year old organization receives the bulk of its funding through private sources. 
The remainder, about 23%, comes from the US Agency for International 
Development. Witting says the people to people exchange needs meet many areas of 
expertise. 

WITTING Expertise in any aspect of fanning or food processing, farm input supply, farm credit, 
insurance, we send volunteers out in the entire spectrum of agriculture related 
activities, economic activities. 

WJBC According to Witting, there is a real network to reenforce your effort once there, and 
he explains a volunteer's commitment: 

WITTING A minimum conunitment for assignments of three weeks. With the donation of time 
on the part of volunteers, we cover all of the costs of assignments from the time they 
leave home to the time they return home, we pick up all of their expenses, and provide 
all of the support system that is required to make the assignment successful: 
translation work, we do all the preparation work, we have field offices in each of the 
countries where we send volunteers, and they go out and establish contact with the 
farmers or agribusiness people in those countries and define what the scope of work 
of the assignment is going to be. 

WJBC American Farm Bureau women committee members traveled to the Ukranian three 
years ago on a brainstorming mission. After assessing the needs of the rural women 
Sumauri UptamS of Illinois helped a group oflJkranian women set up a food cannery. 

WITTING To develop projects, helping Ukranian women and a very exciting outcome of her 
assignment was that over the space of a couple of years, we have developed a project 
to help create a woman owned community cannery in Western Ukraine that's going 
to take fruits and vegetables and process them and sell them into the private market 
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WJBC 

place in substitution for the old government controlled canning and distribution 
system. 

Witting says the cannery equipment will be shipped next week. Three hundred fifty
five volunteers involved in producing American food have completed the short-term 
assignments in the former Soviet Union since the program started. If you would like 
to get involved in helping farmers and agribusiness develop a market economy, you 
can through the volunteer agricultural opportunities, and you can call them at CNF A 
The number is 1-888-USA-CNF A That number again: 1-888-USA-CNF A. 
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May 12, 1997 
FARM L~DER LETTER . 

Farm Bureau 
Leaders Conduct 

Seminars for 
Russian/ armers 

Helen Norris, Wellington, and 
Carolyn States, Hays, recently returned 
from Russia after participating in a 
three-week agricultural development 
mission in Russia coordinated by the 
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs 
(CNFA). 

The two Kansas Farm Bureau 
Women's Committee leader:s traveled 
to several regions of the Russian Fed
eration organizing and conducting edu
cational seminars and workshops on 
U.S. private farming issues, association 
building and fund-raising for several 
groups of private farmers and agricul
ture students. They also spoke to a 
group of state and collective farm di
rectors .about the benefits of private 
farming. 

The Kansas visitors welcomed the 
opportunity to speak 10 the Russian 
groups because it gave them a chance 
to dispel many of the myths about pri
vate farming in the United States. It 
also allowed them to relate what they 
have learned through their years of 
experience with Farm Bureau. 

Before returning ro Kansas, Norris 
and States spent a day on Capitol Hill 
visiting the offices of several Kansas 
congressmen. They met witf} aides 
from the offices of Sen. Sam 
Brownback (R-Kan.) and Sen. Pat 
Roberts (R-Kan.) to brief them about 
their work with the private fanning 
movement in Russia and the role 
women play in Russian agriculture. 
They also mer personally with Rep. 
Jerry Moran (R-Kan.). 

CNFA is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to stimulating international 
growth :ind development. The organi
z:ition works with U.S. companies, 
entrepreneurs, fann organizations (in
cluding K:insas F:inn Bureau), business 
alliances and other organizations to 
create lasting and effective opportuni
ties in international markets. 



Network help planjs seed of development 
By Martin Ross 

"Development starts with 
agriculture," and the profit mo
tive frequently is the catalyst tu 
lasting ag development, accord
ing to David Cohen of the Citi
zens Network for Foreign Af
fairs Inc. (CNFA). 

That's the concept behind 
CNFA, a 
non-profit or
ganization 
which helps 
generate 
public-pri
vate partner
ships to fos
ter develop
ment in such 

David Cohen areas as the 
former Soviet republics of 
Ukraine, Moldova, and Russia. 
CNFA pairs corporations such 
as Monsanto, ConAgra, and 
Magna C (a fishing concern) 
with groups and fledgling busi
nesses in developing nations, 
providing seed investments 
and garnering federal support. 

For every dollar invested in 
a pTo)cct by CNFA, U.S. corpo
rate partners are expected to 
contribute at least $2.50, while 
foreign partners are asked to in
vest what they can. 

"If everyone has something 
at stake, they see things differ
ently than if they had been 
given a handout," Cohen, 
CNFA marketing-public out
reach director, told Farm Week. 
"At the end of the day, there's 
more money in the pockets of 
people in these countries, more 
jobs are created, and we're 
doing more to develop their 
economies. 

"That comes back to help 

Americans. As (foreign) in
comes rise, they import from 
the United States. They're mar
kets for us; we create customers 
in the long run." 

In some cases, U.S. coopera
tion helps foreign producers re
alize untapped or forgotten po
tential: Cohen noted that the 
Ukraine, with its rich soils, once 
was known as a "breadbasket 
of the world." Beyond provid
ing inputs such as seed, fertiliz
er, crop protection products, 
and machinery, CNFA and U.S. 
partners are helping farmers in 
the republics overcome the for
mer government-con tro1led 
economy. 

Many of the republics con
tinue to lack land laws, banking 
systems, and research capabili-
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ties needed to develop produc-
tion systems. Cohen is con
cerned by the "backsliding" 
movement in the Ukraine to
ward government centraliza
tion of ag supplies and markets 
- a trend that has forced pri
vate businesses to compete 
with government. 

Environmental sustainability 
is key to CNFA projects: A staff 
member in the CNFA's Ukraine 
office is a trained environmen
talist. Because they are stake
holders rather than recipients 
of "do-gooder" efforts, foreign 
partners have welcomed CNFA 
involvement, Cohen said. 

While CNFA nations some
day may become export rivals, 
Cohen argued "we need more 
suppliers in the world" to meet 
potentially huge demand 
sparked by rising Asian in
comes. 

CNFA efforts already are 
paying off: 

• Magna C reported 1995 
fish "production" of nearly 
1,500 tons off eastern Russia fol
lowing introduction of im-

BEST AVA/LADLE COPY 

proved, environmentally sound 
fishing methods. That catch 
was valued at more than $1.5 
million . 

• Monsanto signed contracts 
with more than 388 forms in 
Ukraine to provide inputs for 
the 1996 crop year .. 

•ConAgra, one of the 
world's major potato proces
sors, was contracted via CNFA 
to help supply Russian markets 
including the popular Moscow 
McDonald's. After ConAgra 
representatives discovered na
tive seed potatoes were well 
below U.S. quality standards 
and that disease losses prevent
ed farmers from being able to 
provide consistent supplies, the 
company developed an essen
tially "new" seedstock. 
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Se g merit : NAFB 
Page: Volunteers Needed To Develop Ag Markets In Hussia ::, / 1 c: I '=J.7 

tudic• pr1=1vided by l'flarla Behre·nds~ WJBC~ Blc1omir19tc•r1'!' IL 

Bill Witting with the Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs. made the plea 
Ito cc11..lY1tv rnaY1aaers at the I 11 i r1ciis Farm Bt..lreau headauarters i ·n 
llel 1=11: 1mir1gtor1, IL fc1r the time and taler1ts c1f farmers ·r·:•r a pc•ssib.J..e tnr·ee 

week stint with counterparts in the former Soviet Union. Wittin~ teeis 
15trc•r1gly that t.he grass rc•ots efforts has a rea.l purp.~se, .. 

~ut #1 Rt..lr1s : 1 .. / O. C ••• "ar•:11.md the world. 11 

lrhe 5 year old C•rgar1izatii:iY1 receives the b•.llk c··t its f1.me11r19 thrc•ugh 
~rivate si:iurces. The remainder about 23% comes from the U.8 Hgency tor 
International Development. 

(,i tt i rig says the pe•:•ple t•:• pec•ple exchar1ge r1eeds mar1y areas c•t 
e •rt i se ••• 

o.c ... "·activities. 11 

Accc•rd i rig t c1 
rr1d explains 

Witting th~re is a real net~ork to reinforce there efforts 
a vc• l u r1t eers commit merit.; •• · ,\ ' 

C•.lt #3 RuY1s : 0. C ••• 11 g c1 i r1 g t C• be. 11 

~merican Farm Bureau Women's Committee membe~s traveled to the Ukrainian 
~hree years ago on a brainstorming mission. After assessing needs of 
the rural women Sue Mowerv of Tamms. IL helped a group of Ukrainian 

tomen set up a food canne~y... · 

· C•.At #4 l·hms :34 o. c ... "distrib•.lt im'"1 system.'' 

litting says the equipment will be shipoed next INEEk.. 

1
·~5~ volunteers involved in oroducina Hmericanjs food have como.J.e~ed 
hort-term assignments in the former Soviet Union since the cro~ram 
tarted. 

I f yo•.l would like t•:• ir1v1:1lved ir1 nelpir1g tarmers a·nd agr·ibus1·1-1ess 
eveloo a market economy you can thro~gh vol~nteer agricultura1 

opportunities at CNFR call 1-888-USR-CNFR. 
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Illinois Agrinews Page A3 Friday, May I 6, I 997 

!Overseas farmers reap benefits from U.S. 
'j3y SCOTT E. MOON 
~griNews Publica11ons 

: BLOO:\UNGTON, llL - It's 
almost like a commercial for the 
~farines. An organization is looking 
for a few good men and women with 
a sense of adventure to volunteer 
1heir service to provide helo to 
farmers and agribusinesses in :i far
off land. 
: Even more similar is the hard 
~ork. with sometimes primitive 
conditions and having no creature 
comforts. And worse still. there's no 
f>ay. But your travel expenses, food 
pnd lodging costs are covered. 
r Intrigued? Then the 
j\,gribusiness Volunteer Program is 
for you. A part of the Citizens 
Network for Foreign Affairs, the 
A.VP has been sending U.S. farmers, 
:tgribusiness executives, bankers, 
and other professionals overseas to 
help the people in the newly ~nde
pendent states of the former Soviet 
!-Jnion build democracy and free 
market agriculture. In addition. the 
program has recently expanded into 
fhe southern Africa countries of 
~imbabwe and :\Iozambique. 
: But according to William 
}Vitting, the director of AVP, there is 
a lot of work involved, and onlv the 
~erious need to apply. · 
! "This is not a vacation program,"' 
pe said of the 3- to 6-week opportu· 
nitv. 
: The volunteer program, with the 
flelp of taxpayer doll.:irs, has been 
up and running for about four vears 
now, Witting said. As the organiza
f,ion recruits additional he!o. the 
f~cus not o!lly lies on the production 
tilde of agnculture, but the market
iog and processing side as weil. 
:· "'Our focus is the entire food 
t:hain. A.s far as we're concerned. if 
\~e can contribute to the develop
tpent of any element of the food 
~ain. we're contributing to the 

developments of all elements of the 
food chain," he said. 

Witting and other representa
tives of CNFA were meeting at the 
Illinois Farm Bureau the week of 
l\la\· 5 to see if a more formal 
arrangement could be set up 
between the IFB and the 
Washington, D.C.·based group. 
CXFA has formed partnerships 
with a variety of agribusiness orga· 
nizations and companies to foster 
growth and position those U.S. 
enterprises in the emerging 
economies of developing countries. 

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation is the AVP's biggest 
institutional partner, Witting said. 
The California, Kansas, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Texas Farm 
Bureaus are very active sending 
volunteers to help build regional 
private farmers organizations in 
Russia and Ukraine, he added, and 
demand leads the group to continu
allv recruit across the U.S. 

·The countries that make· up the 
former Soviet empire are starving 
for G.S. knowledge, Witting said. 

"'The level of development in the 
former Soviet Union is at least 50 
vears behind the United States in 
terms of technology and institution
al development," he said. 

The collapse of Communism has 
had a dramatic effect on farmers, 
who are used to operating with the 
collective farm system. 

!he farmers used to be collec· 
tivized • it was basically like a life
support system,~ Witting said, with 
health sen·ices, child c3l"e. pensions 
and other matters taken care of 
\\ith help from a watchful govern
ment. 

~Farmers in Russia are accus· 
tamed to having the government 
tell them what to do and give them 
what thev need to do it with." he 
added. -The government provided 

all the inputs .... and now the collec
tives have no income from the gov
ernment." 

The loss of senices to farmers in 
the countries of Moldova. Llt.raine, 
Kazakstan and others has led manv 
farmers to strike out on their own 
and be independent. Although the 
gamut of crops grown somewhat 
mirrors the U.S., the thought 
process and needs of the farmers 
are in stark contrast to their U.S. 
counterparts, Witting said. Even 
elementary analysis is something 
new that must be introduced. 

"There is no negotiation of 
prices, no consideration of the cost 
benefits using certain inputs to get 
certain outputs • it's nothing of 
what farmers in the United States 
do in their sleep," Witting said. 

While there are many challenges 
faced by volunteers who venture 
across the ocean, Witting said com
munication is one of the steepest to 
overcome. The language barrier is 
always a "constant challenge," he 
said, and proper translation was a 
major key to success because the 
transfer of knowledge is mostly 
through oral communication. 

Often, the AVP volunteers 
encounter a similar need that is 
first mentioned by farmers: credit. 
But that is an area which the pro
gram cannot address. So the volun
teers have to work around and past 
that issue, Witting said. 

"So we ask, 'Aside from money, 
what could you use?' In many cases, 
thev don't know.~ he said. '"Thev 
can\ define for themselves what 
they need. And so we need to pbnt 
seeds of ideas with them.~ 

Examples of cooperatives in the 
U.S. or'ten strike a chord with some 
of the farmers. Witting added. The 
flow of ideas. whether comolex or 
simple. is a continual stream. For 
example. a recent ·.·olumeer to west· 
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em l7krain~ introduced intensive 
grazing, he said. 

'"This wa::l something that could 
be done with relatively little capi· 
tal. in contrast to an a\•.:ful lot of 
production agriculture techniques 
that our farmers could teach them," 
he said. "This is just another exam
ple that anything a farmer knows 
in the United States is going to be 
useful to Russian farmers, because 
most of them don't have that know!· 
edge."' 

Drumming up enough funding 
and volunteers is a continual battle, 
Witting added, particularly with 
the ongoing budget debate on 
Capitol Hill. While volunteers 
receive no salary or stipend, all 
tr:::ivel, food and transportation 
expenses are covered. The average 
length of an assignment is three to 
four weeks, although retirees and 
certain cases can be overseas for a 
month to Si."< weeks. The question of 
time. if a volunteer can leave family 
and the farm or business is also a 
key consideration, he added. 

While volunteers can make more 
than one service trip, Witting said 
the organization is not relying on 
repeat volunteers. 

"'On the one hand, the more 
times a volunteer goes. the more 
effective they become. The culture 
shock is less, it takes less time to 
become adjusted and focu::i on an 
assignment," he said. "On the other 
hand, we want to give the opportu
nity to participate to as many pea· 
pie as possible.~ 

Expansion of the program is 
always possible, \Vitting added. but 
is reliant on additional funding. 
India. Eastern Asia. Indonesia. and 
the country of South Afric:i are 
developing to the point where CS. 
influence could become \'erv benefi. 
cinl, he 5aid. • 
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Ex-Soviet· 
farmers tOfil · 
W. KentuCjcy 

By The Associated Press ·: 

OWENSBORO, Ky. ~ F~e;s 
from the farmer Soviet Union, 
learning ta operate as independent 
businessmen •. are touring family 
farms across Western Kenttick.Y.to ·: 
learn about American techniques. ·: 

"We· came here ta learn from-
-American farmers because we· are 
just beginning to be independent'; 
private farmers," said DaVTon Dju~~
manav through an interpreter. -. ·gi1 

~We are just in the begirining a( 
private farming process. Far: tJ;i~:: 
first time, we have opportunity arid'· 
responsibility for 'our own and we'. 
hope to have a goad future like you·: 
have here." :·:· .. ~): 

Djumanav. ~ulqinjon Turs~b,J 
: from .. Uzbekistan ant] . Bi~ei:( 
Bazarbekava arid Kudaibe.rgen · 
Kantarbaev from Kazakhstan have. 
been in Kentucky since early May .. 
They' re here on an exchange With: 

- the Kentricky Farm Bureau and the ' 
Citizens Network for Foreign Af- ·. 
fairs in Washington, D.C. ..... ' ·. :,:.: 

Both countries, Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan, are part of the fonrier: • 
Soviet Union and near the Chine5e 
border. .. · 

· The four farmers toured :the 
Estes family's farm in OWensboro 
and had lunch there. The Estes pre
sented them with some locally pro-· 
duced soybean oil. The visitors will 
be touring farms in Western Ken
tucky until Friday, when they'll 
head home. · 

// ... 

l cu,7..1~17-

ly 

Kentucky Farm Bureau is work-· 
ing with the Private Farmers Asso
ciation in Uzbekistan and Indiana 
Farm Bureau is working with the 

. group in Kazakhstan to set up an 
association similar to Farm Bureau, 

· said Tony.Holloway, Kentucky Farm 
· Bureau field supervisor for. Da~ess 
and surrounding counties.: . . . 

, . .._ Holloway~·: spent a month in 
: Uzqekistan earlier this year. . . ·: 

".We ·a.re' tijirig to get them orga
nized and instrumental in develap-
ing farm policy," he said. . . 

Mast ·af the farms in the two · 
countries are much smaller than 
those in the United States and they' 
do not actually own the land but 
have rights to it for 99 years, said 
Bibira Akmaldaeva, the group's in
terp!eter. 

Those rights carry (rom.gen~~~
tion to the next· and include all the 
profits from the land and the rightS 
to decide what to grow and even to 
rent it to another. But ownership is 
retained by the state. · · -~· . 

Crops grown by the four farmers 
include wheat, corn, cotton, sugar 
beets, vegetables and fruits, in addi
tion to raising sheep and cattle. 
Some crops they sell to campinies . 
and others they sell at farmers mar
kets, but sometimes they have a dif
ficult time finding markets. 

"Last year I produced onions but · 
couldn't sell them so they spoiled," 
Kantarbaev said. 

All four farmers described 
amazement with the outgoing, 
friendly attitudes of U.S. farmers; 
their tidy operations; strong ecolog
ical practices and technology. 

"They have a good belief in their 
future," .Djumanov said. "They 
know what they want and what they 
can do and will do it." 
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Farmhands across the.waters goal of network 
By Martin Ross 

Wanted: Volunteers to 
help put farming in the hands 
of farmers. 

The Farm~r to Farmer and 
Agribusiness Volunteer pro
gram, operated by Citizens 
....-----,.----. Network for 

Foreign Af
fairs (CNFA) 
lnc., pro
vides hands
on expertise 
to producers 
in the former 
Soviet Union, 
Africa, and 

W.11• W'tt' other devel-1 1am 1 mg . oping na-
tions. "L . 

William Witting, difector 
of CNFA's agribusiness vol
unteer and civic initiatives 
program, stressed a majority 
of farmers in the former Sovi
et republics have never pre
pared a business plan or eval
uated production costs or 
prices. Farmers in the 
Ukraine and Russia "have 
lived through a century of the 
government telling them 
what to do, with no consider
ation of price or efficiency," 
he said. 

As "entrepreneurs con
stantly struggling to produce 
a product consumers want to 
buy," U.S. farmers are ideal 
volunteer guides for produc
ers wrestling with democrati
zation and capitalism, Wit
ting said. 

"They have no. experience 
with that, and they're scared 
to death," Witting said. 
"American farmers say to me, 
'I'm just a farmer. What can I 
possibly teach them?' Every
thing an American farmer 
does, day in and day out, 
even what he dreams, is po
tentially valuable over.there. 
"Our volunteers come back 
with light in their eyes, excit
ed about having provided 
skills that are going to help 
farmers over there survive." 

Witting would like to see 
CNFA's federally supported 
program expanded to bring 
foreign farmers to the U.S. for 
firsthand education, but Con
gress has not allowed the net
work to use Farmer to Farmer 
funds for that purpose. The 
program is funded through 
the farm bill and foreign aid 
legislation. Witting said agri
cultural appropriations for 

the initiative appear stable, 
but th~ f~reign aid program 
has been cut significantly over 
the last three years and is "in a 
state of chaos." 

The unifying spirit as well 
as individual initiative of U.S. 
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farmers can benefit foreign 
growers who have not yet de
veloped "grassroots" organi
zations such as Farm Bureau, 
said Witting. Such groups 
can influence polici~s that 
further private enterprise, in 
effect ''telling the govern
ment what to do,'' he said. 

Development of ag cooper
atives is vital not only for 
market development but also 
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to promote soil testing and 
other productive practices 
and strategies. Soil testing is 
done in the. developing coun
tries, but techniques often re
semble those used in the U.S. 
during the 1930s, Witting 
said. 

CFNA has emphasized the 
need to develop resources 
not only at the farm level 
"but throughout the food 
chain," Witting said. Private 
companies assisted by U.S. 
agribusiness volunteers must 
fill a void in ag goods and 
services once proyided by the 
government, he said. 

Also needed are U.S. pro
ducer-processor-marketers. 
The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) Women's 
Committee in 1996 awarded 
a $30,000 grant to CFNA to 
support a community can
ning center formed by eight 
women in the Ukraine. AFBF 
committee member and Illi
nois Farm Bureau Women's 
Committee Chairman Sue 
Mowery, Tamms, traveled to 
the Ukraine to help develop 
the framework needed to 
make the center a viable busi
ness. 

"If we can help create can
neries to process fruit, or 
dairies to take milk and turn it 
into ice cream or yogurt, 
we're helping everyone in 
those countries," Witting said. 

Producers wislzi11g to partici
pate i11 or seeki11g i11fornrntio11 
011 tlze Far111er to Far111er pro
gra111 111ay call 202-296-3920, 
FAX 202-296-3948, or e-111ail 
wit tib@rnfa.org. 

" ... it's very important 
for Paul and me to stay 
involved in Farm Bureau 
to testifj to other people 
the importance of getting 
involved in this 
organization .. ;it's the 
best thing you can do if 
you are in agriculture." 

Paul and Erin Musick 
Adams County Farm Burtau 

Illinois Farm Bureau· 
Where Membership Meam VALUE! 
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r;Sr~.:rnieia-:1°·:.n::ee:::e:ntty . 
:.ifr .. tomeatda'ft:,~ · -~F -· · : 

,t~{p;:··.s¥~iij._;#rTI:.e:r;'# :· 
'.:!-,.·p;~~: .. f»f.~>~: ~zch~ie: 
;:;; l!.-rsi&i:~ -:/.;: ~pori•ored 
-~:·by d.~~!l~~cky._;Fa):m .. 
._,Bureau.: .:.Tb e .: Rus-· · . 
_·.··1~5~ "rreiiii"uzb.ek:: · 
:~ lstitn. · .. :. and ,_ '.J[az·a:.·: 
.:.khs~~: .. :C}lr~>:·t~urhig · 
·· Kentl;li;ky . : to :' learn 
>:fa#Ji.big; metb'cld.s~· ;A· 
_.::,aimilarF'. gl:c;iiip .·- ''.o_t 
'•'~erJc~n ..:;farmers. 

are -.tOunng Rnssi&;~·.· 
. In ·~op 'photo, Charles 
Gatton_· Jr.-:· ilgbt,' 

. dis.cusses . c:ountry 
·:·ham curing· methods 
with .. liis Russian 
guests, In left photo, · 
the Russians . are 
seen in the storage 
room with 'hundreds 

·of Gatton's famous 
. ~untry hams. · 

::;:·~JTJ·~~:~~~-:·~~~~~---
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·J ~be steps back ·jn time 
during Ukrainian· trip 

by Chris Dorsey 
. MadlsonJ.an Stafi'Wrlter 

Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to take 
a step back ·in Ume? 
Winterset resident Jeff 
Jobe's 1recent · time travel 

. took him back to the 1960s. 
He did.not have to board a 

space ship or be a part of a . 
scientific experiment. All he 
had to· do was board an 
airplane. destination :. Kiev, 
Ukraine. · . ·' 

"It was like going back in 
time." Jobe said of his trip 
to eastern Europe. · 
.. Jobe's job took hti:n to the 
otl1er side of the world: He 
spent 18 daysworking with 
private· farmers, tn the 
Ukraine establishing· co
operatives similar to those 
in the United States. · . , 

He ts f amtltar with 
establishing cooperaUves for 
farmers. He has spent ·the 
last two years doing just 
that for the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
in rural development. The 
Citizens Network for Fbrelgn 
Affairs sponsored Jobe's 
trip, which he calls the 
greatest experience of his 
life. 

Living conditions In 
several areas of the Ukraine 
were worse than expected, 
according to Jobe. He had . 
hot water to shower for only 
four days during his stay. 
He noticed the Ukrainians 
uttllze every mode of 
transportation. They 
traveled by horses and carts. 
bicycles, motorcycles 

complete. with sidecars; 
automobiles, trains and the 
subway. 

The hOspttality of the· 
private ' farmers was 
something· Jobe could not 
get over. : Whenever·· he 
visited. a· farin, · the· family 
would provide a large feast 
for thefl'. '.ife:ests. :This ts part 
of a UkraJntan tradition; · · 

"The : . people'· were. 
absolutely great," .Jobe satd". 

: 'When. you went' Into their 
homes: they" made you feel 
yery welcome." . · : · 
. Wheat ts the_ cash crop for 
the eastern. ; E.utqpean 
country. Farmlng.>fu .~the 
Ukraine· dlff ei-S greatly from 
fanntng _:h.1::1pwa ·~anci, ,the 
· Unite~. Stat~s. · ~ n:i_ajo~ty ·of· 
the f~s in the country are 
collective farms,· boasting 
10,000-12,000 acres. Jobe 
~d ~ollecttve farms average 

. six farmers per acre.- These 
farmers work together to get 
the crop in, harvest tt and 
get it to market. 

Prior to . the 1990s, 
Ukrainian fanning was set 
up on the collective fanning 
concept, according to Jobe. 
However, In the early 1990s, · 
the Ukrainian government 
authorized 10 percent of the 
land would be given to 
private farmers. This was 
the purpose of Jobe's trip. 
He was to help establish 
cooperatives for the private 
fanners. He also developed 

Jobe 
Please tum t.o page 2A 
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J(}b~ finds overseas trip rewarding 
Jobe 

. !,. continued from page lA 
r" • , . 

side. Most o{ the_ farming 
equipment dates back to the 
1960s, according to Jobe . 
Also. parts are expensive 
and difficult to find. · · tm~lnesif :-plans : for' the 

priv~te faimers: as· w"ell ~s 
teaching them how to draw . :'You. just shoo~: your 
up _tp.etrp~J?l:!Sipe_~.Plai:i. · · head,'.'· . he· said .. "It's 
. Stiiyivtitg, .in .. by.stnc:ss . unbelieVa.ble. Tuey' kriow the 
req':l~es.many ski.Us.and not... obstacles they have. to 
relying . :: on ;:,.t~ndi.ng oV~rcome if they are goi:rig to 

· ins~itti~!an·§. to. ~el11,iµ,at;e be ·successful .private 
the. OPt;@U.an s~cce~ful..._ . . £ · · ., · · 

'.'They,: are. breakµig. aw:ay . armers. · ·.· · ·· 

~~sail.1~,tJr;~br~ssai'.9µdr'f~es\~rc:, ... ·.· 'Jobe :_: ptais.ed the 
mLU.J.I..':! . J., p. IL. ... • .;. · ·; ~:: · ·· • Ukrainian soil. It looked like 
· Jobe ;:said iriteresL rates· a persori,".co'uld sink up to 
were' s5".'tei ·5·0 riercent> and . their knees in the fields 
loari'·:. contraets":have;: rio':. because the soil Was so fiile; 
terms. )>rivate·~-f~~i~:. t.i-y ~. according to the Winterset 
nof to borrow. money.: for ·. man. . . · · · · · · ·· · · · 
this .·reiison., ·if". a .fariJ;ier '.. 
borrows $10,000; ,he musL 
pay back $20,0bo ill grabi' at .· 
a prtc;~, Jes.s ·. ~~" the , s~~ '.. 
market value •. ;,.: .. ; · : . , · 
Equip,in~~t:, ts anot.her 

thorn. in . the,. Ukrainians' .. 
'- . ' : 

~Three Ukrainian ·ct ties 
were slated on Jobe's 
ttineriuy. He flew trito Kiev. 
and then traveled to Uman, 
which was four hours south 
of Kiev. Jobe spent eight 

days in Uman. which· has a 
population of 150,000. He 
concluded his trip in 
Chutoro, an eight · hour 
drive from Uman. Chutoro's 
population is 6.000. · . · '·' · 

Jobe said he learned a lot 
from people in the dlff erent 
communities. 

"It was a great experience," 
Jobe· said. ''I'll never forget 
it." ' 

·· Jobe sal.d he wou.ld 'go 
back again, but would like 
to take his family. He .said 
the hardest part about 

' being gone was not se'efrtg 
or having any contact wtth 
his wife Vonna or th'elr 
three sons. Jacob, Joshua 
and Jeston. 

''That. was . the hardest 
part about being over there," 
Jobe said. "The worse thing 
was not having my family 
there." ... 
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• ·~ ;. . ~" .' ~ 1 _,.: .s~ ... , .. ~f·.;.1:: zlJ·q:t"·\''t .~.\: .. ·~: .. 1i::l;": 1tf!;1•~~~\~j\"'c.1-i~~\';r~~:-~.(~!lE.~·t 1~ 1·~l~i-',tF·:· .. i!i.:·:,-1;1..,:i ;H:~! .. 1 : t.·r i-":~ · :... ·~, 

· i A,;s· ···1• ·a·. ·n· :;i. 'q" .. U., ... ~a .. -' 1r''"•t"e" ·t::·:;1• 8· . ;,;:i;;·,'..b~~l~,,t~e.;?,utd~~r' c}.~ssroo~;:.~.ai?-.'.:!ci.c~!.:~.~~~~l~~.;~ip,'.'.~~i~,-t~~'.cq~~try's p~_in~ipal c;rops are cotton, 
r):. · i -. . .,wanted the Kazaklistan fatmets·Jto.,see.the!study~l:.wheatland·orchards spectahzmg m pears; apples, 
•. :::.:·1.":·:-.~1!:'r. '"· : . .-;· ,'.,; 1· ... ~;i ·'·:·:i! -~·, .. :«''}:·'.site ·wti~n 'siUC!~nts\v~re us'irifiti~t;.i«t1::~~-,~:J'.:!r:·r1-.;i'fi1;cherries'-and:Jiesh~atmonds.<Vineyards also .are 
."L.~.'e·r'·e·. r\it·O·. ".;.·v· ' i ew· ~- W ... ··a· ·y· "' . ':; :"Jwe· 'tllought'it"wciuld b~(-at~~ole. lot.betl~i.fork~·prpmfoent:iri·the~area:·.,r1·":'l11·:1.~ ·t:: .. !: .. . :.:,~ ;·. .. ... 

~~·:.,, ..... :. 1->;· ,,::,~ ·~!, :.i·i .,,; '.·· ,, ... .-:. n~'.)_h~~;tq .. ~~~-·:~~if'~i~'.the.-~i~-~~4\~:1:u,~in~~-it/~J~5g~;~~f.{.;rrb~i;~r_ow.!a'.!?!.?f:.r'~it~~and.:_vegetables, ~nd 

£ 
•. "'· ?' .. : , : . ., "' .. ·: :. : .,'" ,,.·· · \ .. , :·"~ ·t' .. ;.·; :· ,,.S .·,;,~aid. ;;'.fh~_Y. ~~~J~S~1~,o_.thntle~,to;s.e~ ~~1~::~~'.~a~.e;s~·~t~~Y.~~~y~.t~~ be~t ra1~1ns,m 'the world,': he said. armers . Opera e.. ;_aU}~~:·":~f~.~~.)Y9:~'?ne h~r~~~y~n·~~f~i~_P.~~~~;~~0~.~«t~C:Y:i:>r9~pe.~J!l~:L\yhat they do, Holloway · • · · while" ·'" ·J .... ~ ... ,.. _. .. · {t"'"'''f·>'~lv:""~J;:.1·~·l~·~)·•;sa1:..t·~"ll'v • ,,-, ""'1•t--11· J .. ~~ \~ .i" ;t, ". ! ··.; ,.- , ·• ! ! 1; ~. ~",.,: ., · :: ·~":~~ • :~ :.;r".' .~ • ~ ti:..(;.;;:,;\r ... :') t\~' . · l '-'"~ ,r. "~1~t:iJ . .:'°' .. :':i.1'./:f.it"t:~i·n.~~j; i ~~bt'':"~u .. \~I". :.o; ·i;~ ''( f"" -:"!i;,-:.· .,_\,._;· !f. :· ·' 
, ~y.Mlchael µ.~n.ks,: ., ... ; :i,i•!I -::·~du ._.1,.;rpny_~o.l1l<;?~.ay,_.~~-~ 1s·i:n 1 ~rel:\.p~9g~~fl!rec~j:~!p;;11~.~y;,~.-~e£Y,i;mt~lhgen.t people. They've all 
. : ?f The Advqca~e. ~taff . ::i.: .. , 1 · ~; ._;.~.;. ·~, ··!. 1 .. i tor;,,f~r:,. ~~-~ ·; · >' ', :· · ·':!!•i·!·Ht "!~:t·l!.~·)~l.l:iA~:1?.:lW·"'1'' ~;111"'

1~'"'\ •• •• ·.~'·'"~;,,··~·::;·;.i~~-~ been educated 
· ~~· , ,alking;t~ough~alush·greenwilder- ·Kentu~ky; .· ' ,.

1
• ~· .,:~-, ::·~.·.'' '~,.?- :·:.~~'f&.,:,t~r,~ug~ .. :·~orpe :w ness"Yith.,!llass1veqaktreet~waying;;.:l.::'·{!?.:::--.r;-~~!'~.. ~ · · t"· .1 ·~-' ~i'· 

1 
.•. " • .-S~~-.,f.J1-: ..... ~~f~·~:;sort9fcollege," 

~ ·: • !I ~Y.er~~?~,.t~e four -.:isitors must have·. Bureau· and/'';,, .. ~:ti. . '" ~:'o:'~~~rff~-\1 . it.-~~..--~1 • ;~\"· ~e~\.said/ point-
1 :

1 
: fel~a~1f..~hey~ereon_the()tqe~,~!de,,.setve.d_~P.~.!!li 1\a· ~··~. . i'.'.\~"f• .~ 1clf!..'l·~.',;\p . .. '.'.''.'"··~·'~:mg" ·out-. .t~_at 

•r', • " • I • • ,• l ,1 *\~.\" jet 'l '!IJ" .. ~ '.,'f, ,~" • '\ • > 1 • r ., : .. '. . ,.,,,.,.,.of the worl.~: ~\!•''. .~; ·: . .• .. :~:.:;(,; ".: !"~ •, hos.t \,to ~;J~eJ,. ~. M'-'~" "• ~. •,,;.:f',;;;~·f•· ~'(.;,:•.~? "''.'4~1~~~:~-~·.:.'·: -~· i among then or~. 
i::Inf~qt,;J~ey1 ~ere .. .-~ . ·:.:!.£.•,-.:;;,,i $aza~~st~~.1 'h'', · · ·~!-~~ . . "<f.r;51irfo~· '.-•··.ii":ld~~chards.;'.·~.•l'!'t~e 

,{ '.~e quartet w~rdanners fro1!'1 the Asia~ CO!.fn· . · group,,. ~~1d. · "f ;: · -~ ",~l ~1?~t_ ~ :. J\~ann~~s.~-· ~.aye 
. tri'es of Kazakhstan and Uzbek1stan,,two forrner ..... tpe: .. Hlggm- •· • :·' :'· ·1. . .. ~planted··; wheat .,,1•.-bo.,·. i~\:l-"'ft., .. ,~-... 'L:-:-*"'.::-~:.~:;:.:·•C.·,,.:4.•~ .. .,l .... ,.~~- .. ,.~~"'"'··•"!tl ..... ~·';.. .• ': ... ~·~~"".· .. ~u;11i·<i· ... ••~~H,.,. ... ·"'*"~rt .1 1W.w~ .,.. • -:. 1~.f ;:f ::~\ .·< :·~· ·:,. ' ... _ ~ ··~·.; ' l!.repul)hcS'!n:wnat was_1onner y Russia/ •:'1.• :..,~; '"""son": enry,:, ""•. <'i· , . '· • , ; "·~1: · · " ·~· ~ · between·.-• 1: the 
<l i:-Ki'idaybergen :Kailia£6'iiev;::and :taik'en'\B'a~I.Hwffiler'ii'ess:, ~ "r , ,/"'~\11 • ~; .t:\~;.::... · ··~~.;~Ji; '\\~ .. 'ilfoies'~ or:r fiuit 
g~6~~?,v~;;1 pp\~Jrom « !S~~~khst!l~i!-~~~;.p~Y.~_o!l;'i>s;(..i~~f~!~~~~1 ... " ~~t. ·." '. ~'!. · · :.;; :· 'r;l:'~~:-.' .:m: ' ... ; ..... irtf -;t~ees'.•i:_i,;~~·;;<( 
~il<:iuinanov :and'.Ti.lquinJon Tur,unov; ·of Uzbek: :: C!Jntr.ast. :~o. "••.:·:: .. ·z~1 · ·t . t.l:·, /li " • , .~ , , · .. ;y· · ·" · ·, ·~· '•f·~ · , ' Ji_~'They ':make 
"•' i' ' ' . , ' • • <'"i 'I I'" 1.,-.•, "": h •''"ti''"'•'>Llf:"'11!,., .. t l\• «. \ !1°'" )'~, ·,,~;;.~~' \\ 0 ,~ , .. , • •1, , , . 111tsra111: .. were· m!Umon .. Cpunty op Tuesday,.,and: .J etr~. om_e,:.~:c,i· ~~q~~·» .· · 'il· !,•~ ".~1~~-.~~· .~· •• ·~" .·, ,· ·{,~/' t 1 tlie·best use' of 

, ~ ~· " > ·"";•, "' ''" '" ·~ 1 "h" .' • I .-~. h'"ht»•.i''-"•1>41"' ·1 lb'i.'"-i;· "'' ":'.\'it< "' •lil 'li ' ' l(l1 '!! • ;~V{~dn~~~ay 1 '.to_unnr~~'!.~~rous :18!111s -.·~nd ::.~~s1;··~'. w }C : ·~ ~ 1s.l . \•)ti~~~·:~~,;: , ·;,f'lfl .. "! '~-·~~~;.-'<. ._',. ,,f .~ · .. 11 .: • • '.,the·i_-.Iand .t that 
~:~e~ses;rand• :ye~"tp<?~'a::..y~lk:.thr~ugh 'the 1 rela-·:~·ne$~le~(m':1~_·_\~~ili~Y~;;;1~ • ! 1.-~. ·~-~. { .. •1~~~ ·> " ·'. ,·-~.~:t~:Y :·~an,'.'. he. 
·:-~1yely-new Higg1!ls_9n-ljenry,,Qutdoor Clas~room. "·:,region'. bo.~-· ~~~~;A~1~•J . ., . ·(~.ri:t~; ·-;: . .. · . : .. · , . i .. ~said.- . · · 
'.'.f :-t?n. _their:'journey.~ t~rough1:~Jie. ·outdoo~. ·~lass-.. ·/. de~ed by'the ··•1:'':1:*?.~~.L" '. ~~;(~.~· " . ' . . · 8ij ". '.. )ili,;" 1 W~ile in 
;:room' the·four"Russlan .farmers :watched as ·locat:-:-.,Caspian and .. :F· :<;\ .. Hi,:,i;.1 ;r:·· .,1>S.1 ;~::li·f1ii.lA_l_:r:·,.•$·i~,•1i 1 ~v-,,i;l''rl;:i r. .. ~l\~K"~·k':\:~:-<•l.t.v:.:r" ""<'.' ~:'"• ~ •,;Union' County 
'": -. .... • ·:" . " • • i • · · · ,,. · ; ; .:·A 1. · · · · , armers .. rom:t e'A'> an~coun es~fJf~ .. 117.B u11tan and Uzbekistan , ' · gchool children studied nature, and even curiously , .: ra seas to.. .• 1 ·u· .. ,., ... C ... ·t · 1- .,\t ...... "'i!f'n"·I· h....w"~'"'•'l' . • ... •·r· .. · · .... ·R i · the Kazakhstan .; · ., ' ' .. · , ... .. · · " .. · " ....... · · were n mon. oun Y. as .wee~.- o ·counti:-aes are ormer uss an . ._peered over t~e students. shoulders and-talked.the :the. we.st ~nd · · bli "-It :·:~··.b:'-:;• :: :"'lf":~·i .•• ~.~".!~'!!-1:·~,·~i'l'-..-:1~'""'"' ... " .,,. · .,.... ·" · · · ·farmers spent -· 1..h' . . ·r • • h. h .. . . ch· , r h repu cs •. '"r·, , ~" , · "... • · ~"'llfi•'l(,>.::f.,il~~· ·Map taken from Almanac d .... c. ._,._. .1!d~en mto po_s1~g ~~.r p1~tu.~~$ rfll. : 1 ~i;!,~~~1-~~ .1.\., •• m.~ to.; e .: .. :_,., .. : ;1··~.v.:-~-.:._r 11'.•{.-,:. (;•:> :._\·'.',.")~.;.'ff,:~ii.t{~\i'i'.':< 1:~~i: •.(, ... : :,. :·: ·: • : '". ·" ,, .. . ~ues ~y: _a1ter· 
. ~1ldhfc'study ponds.:.<:'"; .... ::: ·:; · '. ~ :.,.'." ' .,:;,. 1: ... ... east._1'~gh~~·.~~.a-~ .. -~~13d~.c;(~~u~~~~~~l~.'.~-~~~n~~l11es:~~~QC/_~~-~·~~~J~~/ ~~ur~1s-~rea .~~'.of· Billy' Bob 
: ( Charlene· Jaco, a ~ember.of the Um on County·"; to the nor!h.r .;.~·~-;f: :~!1 •;.~i ... :'.': .. :-,·~~\;!}~·~:1,:tJ,:~t~¥; .. \l:.1~~rl,''.'.n .; : ... ,.,. . · . 
·: f.~?serva~i~n"' servi~~;·;~~o'" helpeci'"'ctHigil··· -~nci~·~~-'~"'Holloway:"'~no~yisiteCI ~~~~~Y~~;o~:~;~7{~;~~~~~~~~~:f,~~~"·:;;·:::...; "Se~ ~USSIA on ·page A'.:11 .. - . . . . 
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.. ~ ... 

A 

~- .· · .. · :' ·;.: i, · ··'·.!: .. ·.:. . .': . . . · · • ·::·: ·; /-. :":· . ··, ·:~.~:···; }:(_~-h~t~ _:by· Ml~h~~~ Ba~kl · 
::.ouring··a. break.Jn.· their- tour: Wednesday :m9rni.ng; :an ,interpreter. ,·explahis"".to a. pak«of visit~-. 
: ing. ;Russian farmers how local; and state .agendes .worked togeth~r;" to-_ buHd :. the·::Higginson~. 
·; Henry Wildlife Study Area in~. Union County~ Shown. also is-Larry· Sharp;. manager of the · 
.; Higginson~Henry., Wildlife Managment Mea~· · · · · · 
~ . ' . . . . . .. . . : 
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~itt~l~j.[i~~~ 
:~1'.Hamnung ;~v:;,·, 

~~t.f~~}L,;:,~~;;~;·3~~.;>:·. 
A GROUP ;cif.:RfuiSlaii ,. 
fa}Di.ti'ra~r1~\;'.lee.;ntl 
··: .............. •. ..,~ ... ·f."';·.·~·· . ! .. 

i:;~·fii~~~fu;l#~~~t~~·r 
:!;fpart:.or~ati:f i ez:chaniie: 

~::;, ::~~~~-i#.·Z:~l'?i:i•~!~Ci . 
·~·:' .Y~ ..... ~~t~cki~·.•.F•!_ID; .. 
., Bureau.: .. ~'The ... Rua·.._ . 
. ::-si&n&~ '.:"r~·~ii;:·"u:Zb.e:i-' · 
··,,:'1rita.':i:i .' ~and <;x:&'zii'.'..: . 
. ; k.l:ist&ii ... J:-ar-e-·~'·toriri1fi 

·: .. Kentiic;ity.)fo Tteam 
:.'. fa:fulii:ig;: metlibda::iA · 
»:, slmHirl:·:: ~rcilip:·. ·of. 

,f/A.mericali .:d·armer&·_ 
·.'.are .. t'011rlni. · ~liS&i&:: ..... 
. ·.ID ·tc)p :photo; Charl.e,a 
. Gattori .. Jr:, .... right~· 
, discusses·:. i::ountry 
::·ham curlng-fuethod• 

with .. lils Russian 
guests, In left ·photo, 
the Russians . are 

·seen in the storag'e 
room with ·hunch eds 

. of Gatton 's famous 

. ~untry hams. -. . · , . ... 
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. · . · . .. ·: · .• ,;.,·•!'>'Q'l~"·"IU" .. ·· ... . • • 
. · . ·· · . , · ... ·. :• . .. ·:;;: .. ,•;,w-~~~*~~J'he.~epubllcphotos,byJoeHarpnng 

Above, Davron Djumanov, rlght,_bestows upon Hartsville':> Hal!.,1$;_1\r! . jftraditlonal hat from his 
horn.eland, ~zbekistan. Djumanov, another farmer from his. coHn,t . )~. ~~.r~rn. Kazak~star'! a~e · 
touring Indiana over the Memorial Day wee~end,- looking f9r,:,'.!@Y ... ~!<!'.ll!JP".'.o.~e their' techniques. 
Below, Ken Bense, second from right, shows visiting farmers Jf9.~~e·tor!'.Tler Soviet Union, grain ; 
handling equipment on his farm, northeast of Hope •. Plctur~:Jr§m.tf~ft are.Tulqlnjon·Tt.irsunov, of 
Uzbekistan, interpreter Sibira Akmoldoeva of .Kyrgyzstan --~nd:lM~.~ufre.~ To.: Sense's rJght . Is 
Kudaibergen Kantarbaev of K~khst~:n: . ·. ·. '.: : ':'~~~ '·'.' ~ · · · · ·. : · ' · · · : · 
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Farmers 
· CultiVate 
Hite re St . ,,.. - . 

Former Soviets· see 
.ho\¥ B~holom~w 
agriculture works 

• , • " • f ~ :, - " - •• 

·By Ryan OuValf · : . · :. . -~ · '. 
The R~public ·:· .. ;·,.. · '· . 

· F~w-· iarmer5 Crom the· centrai 
Asian countries 'of Ka:iakhStari .ind 
Uzbekistan ·were in Bartholomew 
.County:.~ouring· the farm .of Ken 
and Julia Bense .. on Road 500W. ·· · 

:~.;·~·.Aiid aithi{U"gh the formeFsoViet. 
: :fannentand:their AmmciiD'coWi
.. ~:t~!P~)u:e~aecaa~s :aP'#t 'in tech-. 
: !ruques· ·ana "tecllliology; they:snare : · · 
.· ·'oiitCcommo'h ·bona~~-~ a~beuer that· ·; 
· :ItariJierfi$ust~stiCk: '.tagetlier.~~~:~;,:- :;; · 1;: 
;f -: The: viSit/sponsorea. by ·Iridiana , ; 
-~Farm}~iireau'and\Citize"ri.S\,Net~ .. · 
· ;wcirk'/:for~Foreign ·. Arfaiis;./'allows . 
: : t~e. f~en(,t~' l~ar;li no~ -~ri~-:.; 
J1ons for,pnvate farmers deal with .' 
'.poµcy:making;:~:: ·corimiUirl~ation5 _·, 

-' and '. blisiness H:oncerri.S ';.5uch ·: a.S'' · 
in.Surance.'and ·arg ..... "··coo · · \ 
. tives'.~ .. ~::::f:; ::;- .;.:, .. :;.f/ • '! 
-.>.'Kazakhstan<'. a]:( ~:~ 
.formed networks•'.ofpnv ~:~:· 

'lefS''1associ3'.tts'iiliy§hiillal-' to; Fann~~~ .. 
. ·Bureau ~fter becomlng'-'indepen~ ·,: 
: dent o! the' former Soviet' Union. •· · . 
:~ ,During their.vi.Sit to-'th·e Cofuni~ .. _
/ bu5 ·. ·area·· Saturday; : the 'tarniers ' · 
slayed at the "home .of Hank and .: 
Betty Lu McGUire ori. Rciad UOOE •. 

. They . also . visited . FranciS ·and · 
Lavonda Elliott's farm in 'Jackson 
County and Gary and Patty Red-.. 
ing's farrri ; in · Decatur County. 
before visiting. the Bense fann. : 

The. McGuires met two of the 
four vi.Sitars during a February 
trip to Kazakhstan sponsored by 
Farm Bureau. , ·. 
· "They are just tremendous peo
ple and we've enjoyed the heck out 
of them," Hank said; 

The Benses were just as cor
dial. 

"We get several visitors and we 
enjoy visiting," Ken said.· "We've 
had (visitors) from Germany, 
Hungary, the . Army, Navy, 
Marines, FBI, ·the· government -
everywhere.". · .· L, :'. • • .• 

The group was accompanied by 
Bibira Akmoldoeva, .a professor 
from Kyrgyzstan who served as an 
interpreter. . . _\ . . ·· · ~. : · · · 

' . . ~ . . ' . . , ' 

Speaking through. Akmoldoeva, 
the farmers explained how far 
behind the times they are. : .. 

"You have different technoJogy 
and we have different technology," 

·said Kudaibergen . Kantarbaev, 
vice-president of the Taldykorgon 
Farmer's Association. "Our tech
nology iS on a lower level, where 
yours in on a_higher level.1 · . 

"Your Farm Bureau is also 
much higher than our (associa
tions), which are just starting." 
· The pieces of· technology that 

impressed the visitors most were 
the Benses' grain dryers, silos and 
storage facilities. · < · 

· "We . used . .to ·have, in Soviet · 
times,;. this I machinery, .but now 
they are Owned by the state," grain 
farmer ·:Eiken -Bazarbekova srud .. 
"But it was no~hing compared to 

. this." -~ ..... , . 
Farmers -in Kazakhstan ·and 

Uzbekistjm i:aise corn, wheat, cot
ton ~d vegetables. · · , . . . 

. The· 'climate is much dryer 
· · there than in Indiana and farmers 

use simple fuigation systems that 
rely on gravity to bring water .to 
their 't:rops _from rivers and large 
reservoirs. · , · · 
~ : They-~ all feed and silage by • 

. hand and can store feed only in pit 
· silos - holes in·,the ground that. we can look_ ahead to· what our 

are filled with grain and covered. , farms . will someday be:" . said 
· After diScussing grain storage Davron Djumanov;. a grain and 

techniques with the them, Ken livestock farmer. . . · · ·. 
guessed the visitors' are anywhere Before'. leaving Saturday, the 
from 20 to 30 years .behind Ameri- · farmers were. treated to a large 
can farmers~ ... '. . . .'. . · . . meal. at the. Bense home where 

During his visit to the former they met retired . c.olumbus Russ
Soviet ·Union, the McGuire's saw· ian . teacher John Hudecek . and 
just how limited farmers there are. Melanie Unrue of· Columbus, who 

"The land in Kazakhstan is is leaving ne.'Ct week to spend part 
divided among the people," Hank of her summer in Uzbekistan 
saiq. "Every county has a gover- teaching .'with Yale- University's 
nor and every governor wants con- Campus Crusade for Christ. 
trol." · · · · . The group was scheduled to 

Government problems notwith- attend the IndianapoliS 500 Sunday 
standing, the visitors still have before finishing its tour of Indiana 
hope. . · University at Purdue University 

"When we look at these farms, on Thursday. . 
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Source: Citizens Networfor Foreign Affairs 

1996-97 Annual Report 

T 
he Citi?.ens Network is 

one of the leading devel

opment cdunHors in the 

United States. IL engages 

ruhlk and private sector leaders 

throughout rhe 

country in a unique::: 

di;1logu~ on [he 

U.S. slake in pro

moting .economic 

growth and 

sustain:.1fole 

develo(1ment 

in rhc 
1
\vorkl1s 

emerging 

economies 

and new 

th . .:mrn . .:rnC!.:it."~. 

Through informative forums in 

the I Jnited St.ates and through cre

;Jtive hands-on development 

rrojecls in emerging economies, 

CNFA is serving as the catalyst for 

increased Amcrk:m p<1rtidpation, 

understanding :.md support of che 

important role development plays 

in rhe domestic economy of rhe 

United States. 

In 1996, American F<irm Uurt.:Hll 

Feder:.ltion Pr~sident Dean 

Kleckner launched a uniriue pa11-

nership with Lhc CiLizen~ Network 

ar the Fa1;111 Bureau's annual meet

ing in Nashville, Tennessee, 

attended by ,o.;ome 7,000 farmers 

and their families. This innovative 

program ~tsks Farm Bureau mem

bers who lrnvc participated in 

Citizen Nelwork ledmictl <ts.sis

rance projects to tell their story in 

~I Sl:fiCS of Workshops With their 

loca I Fa rm Hu n:a u colleague~. 

Through rhese nationwide fora, 

the L1.S. ~1grkulture community is 

h.::trning fin;t hand, frorn peurlc 

th~y know :.ind tru.c.;t, about 

Atrn:rican efforts to prornole 

democracy and free markcts--and 

why it is important to Arnc..:rican 

fanners economic self-inlere.sl. 

Tht: parlnership co-produced 

:m important 

video--r·ree 

to farm, Free 

Jo Crow---that 

has been 

viewed by thou

sands of American 

formers ar their 

st.ate and 1n<.:al 

meetings throughout 

the United Swtc:s. The 

American f;.trm Hureau 

Federation and rhe 

Citi7.ens Nerwnrk Hlso have linked 

rheir Inccrnet weh sitt'S co inform 

Americans and others :ibout 

upcoming opportunilies to partici

pate in new emerging-country 

developmenr proje<.:·ts. The weh

site is http:/ /wvvw.cnfa.cnm. 
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THE CITIZENS NETWORK FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Farm Bureau Program on Global Development Programs 

EVALUATION FORM 

Thank you for attending the CNFA workshop to learn about Farm Bureau's involvement in 
international agricultural development. Please assist us with our planning future programs, 
by completing this evaluation form. Thank you. 

How valuable was the Low High 
program to you personally? 1 2 3 4 5 

Did the program contribute to a greater 
understanding of the Farm Bureau 
partnerships for agricultural development 
in the former Soviet Union and elsewhere? 1 2 3 4 5 

Was participation a worthwhile 
activity for the Farm Bureau? 1 2 3 4 5 

Do you think your attitude, awareness 
or understanding about economic 
development in transitional economies 
has changed as a result of this program? 1 2 3 4 5 

What about the value of U.S. 
economic development-
How ·relevant is it to you and 
your farming operation? 1 2 3 4 5 

How effective was Bill Witting in his presentation? 1 2 3 4 5 

How effective were the Farm Bureau members in 
reviewing their assignments and the impact 
on agriculture abroad and at home? 1 2 3 4 5 

What about the visual presentation and handouts-
Were they effective? 1 2 3 4 5 

Should the CNFA - Farm Bureau program be: (circle one) Ended Continued Expanded? 

Please turn over>>> 



What is the most important insight(s) you gained from this workshop? 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the format and/or content of similar workshops? 

Thank you for your cooperation in completing this anonymous form. Please leave it on your 
table or mail to: 

David Cohen 
The Citizens Network 
1111 19th Street, NW 

Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20036 






