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n106b1e nepene4arK11 Marep'1a11oe 6ea cornac'1H 
3BTOPOB 3anpelJ.10Hbl. 

CeneHra - nereHAapHaH peKa, soeneraH s npeAaH111Hx 111 neeHHX MHornx 
nneMeH 111 HapOAOB, )Kll1Bw111x KOrAa-n11160 Ha ee 6eperax 111 s AOn111Hax. C APeB­
He~w111x speMeH Ha srnx repp111rop111Hx cjlopM111posan111eb 4enose4eeK111e 06~­
Hoern. YnoM111HaH111H o Hll1X noeTOHHHO serpe4a10reH s APeBHll1X K111ra~eK111x 

xpoH111Kax, MyeynhMaHeK111x eo4111HeH111Hx 111 Apyrnx 111ernp1114eeK111x 111eTOYH111Kax, 
noeKOflbKY 4aern HBnHnll1eb apeHO~ eo6blT"111, 111MeBWll1X 6onbWOe Me)f(AyHa­
POAHOe 3Ha4eH111e. 

B srn 6naroAaTHble Meera AeemK111 TbleH4 ner Ha3aA np111wn111 e !Ora 
seneA 3a Mll1rp111py10~ll1Mll1 )Kll180THblMll1 nepBble ApeBHll1e fllOA111 np1116a~KanbH 
111 3a6a~KanbH. YH111KanbHOeTb np111p0Abl, yAa4Hoe reorpacjl111YeeKoe nono)Ke­
H111e enoeo6eTBOBan111 B AanbHe~weM reeHOMY KOHTaKTY Ha 3T"1X Tepp111TOpll15!X 
K04eBblX 111 oeeAflblX KYflbryp, s3a111MonpoHll1KHOBeH11110 pa3nll14HblX seposaH111~ 
111 pen111rnl1, cjlopM111posaH11110 my60K111x rpaA111u111~ np111poAononb30BaH111H 111 3TH0-
3KosrnK111. 

nosrnMy HeYA111Bll1TenbHO, 4TO oeHOBHaH KOHUeHrpau111H_ naMHTHll1KOB 
np111p0Abl, 111ernp111111, apx111TeKTYpbl, apxeonorn111, naMHTHblX 111 eBH~eHHblX Meer, 
ueHHplX np111pOAHblX 111 111erop1114eeK111X naHAWacjlTOB 6ypHT"1111 npll1XOA111Te51 
Ha Tepp111rnp11110 AOflll1H peKll1 CeneHrn 111 ee oeHOBHblX npll1TOKOB. 

CeneHra - oeHOBHO~ np111rnK yH111KanbHOro 03epa nnaHeTbl, BHeeeHHo~ 
ro s Cn111eoK o6beKTOB seeM111pHoro HaeneA111H. 6aeee~H peK111 CeneHrn eo­
erasnHeT 2/3 6aeeel1Ha 6a~Kana, o6~!l_ nno~aAb BOAoe6opa CeneHrn -
447060 KB. Kll1flOMeTpOB, np1114eM, 111eTOK ~ 63% nno~aAll1 BOAOe6opa peKll1 Ha­
XOA51Te5! Ha repp111rnp111111 M0Hron111111. HeKOrAa CeneHra eBH3blBana MoHronb­
eK111e nneMeHa, a so speMeHa Xy6111na~-xaHa repp111rnp111111 6aeee~Ha CeneHrn 
6b1n111 o6bHBneHbl Ben111Ko~ 3anoseAHO~ 30HO~. 

KaK s 6ypHrn111, raK 111 s M0Hron111111 Ha repp111rop11151x 6aeeel1Ha peK111 
CeneHrn HaXOAHTeH KpynHbl8 ropoAa 111 npOMblWneHHbl8 ueHTpbl. npoll13BOAeT-
88HHble 111 6blTOBbl8 OTXOAbl 3T"1X ropOAOB HBflHIOTeH oeHOBHblM 111eT04Hll1KOM 
B03AYWHoro 111 BOAHOro 3arpH3HeHll1H 03epa 6a~Kan. X111~H111YeeKaH Bblpy6Ka 
neea,_ 4aerb1e no)Kapbl, senawKa 3eMn111 s np1116pe)KHOl1 30He, ernx111~Hb1e 6eA­
eTB111H HerarnsHo B03Ae~ernym KaK Ha np111poAHh1e, raK 111 Ha KYflbTYPHble 
AOeTOnp111Me4aT9nbHOern pernoHa. 

CrpawHee seex 6eAeTB111l1 oKa3anaeb yrpara HapoAaM111 eso111x np111po­
AOoxpaHHblX TpaA1111..lll111, yMeHll151 )K111Tb B rapMOHll1111 e MaTepb10-np111pOAOl1. ne­
peA n111uoM srnx. onaeHoere~. np111H111Ma10~111x see 6onee yrpo)Ka10~111l1 xapaK­
rep, B03Hll1Kaer oeo3HaH111e Heo6xoA111Moern 3a60Tbl o HaeneAll1111, o eoxpaHe­
H111111 HaeneAll1H 111 nepeAaYe Aanbwe no uen111 noKoneH111~ . 

04eB111AHO, 4TO eoxpaHeH111e np111poAHblX 111 KYnbrypHblX peeypeos «111ero­
p1114eeKoro Kop111Aopa», onpeAeneHHoro peKol1, rpe6yer 111Hrerpau111111 ye111nll1'l1 
He TOflbKO OTAenbHblX pal10HOB 6ypHT"1111, HO 111 seel1 peeny6nll1Kll1 111, 6onee 
rnro, eorpyAH1114eersa e eoeeAHMll1 no 6a~KanheKoMy pernoHy: M0Hron111e~ 

111 4111rnHeKol1 o6naeTblO, np111sneYeH111H K peweH11110 srn~ npo6neMbl seex eno­
es o6~eeTBeHHOern. 

B paMKax sro~ reMarnK111 s 3TOM rDAY Bb1nonHHereH poee111~eKo-aMep111-

KaHeK111l1 npoeKT noA srnAO~ 6ypHTeKo~ opraH1113au111111 Col03a apx111reKTopos 
Poee111111. l-13AaH111e srnro npoeneKTa - OAHa 1113 3aAa4 npoeKTa, HanpasneHHaH 
Ha e03AaH111e HOBOro M8HTan111rera 4enoseKa 6al1KanbeKoro pernoHa, es~3bl­
BalO~ero esoe 6naronony4111e e 6narononyY111eM 6al1Kana; pa3s111rne 111M111A)Ka 
6a~kana, KaK Mll1pOBOl1 111 Hau1110HanbHOl1 l..l8HHOern. 

Bee Mbl, )Kll1By~111e Ha npeKpaeHo~ 3eMne 6ypHrn111, AOfl)f(Hbl erarb 111e­
rnHHblMll1 ee X03518BaMll1, B351Tb Ha ee6H OTBeTeTBeHHOeTb 3a eoxpaHeHll18 np111-

POAHOro 111 KYnbrypHoro HaeneA"1H, 4T06b1111 snpeAb, B rpHAy~111x seKax enara­
n111eb 111 3sy4an111 neeH111 o Kpaeore np111pOAbl esH~eHHoro 6a~Kana, o usery~111x 
AOn111Hax CeneHrn, o TPYAOn106111BblX 111 AOeTOl1HblX n10AHX srnro KpaH. 

TaMapa CaH)Kll11..lbl6111Kosa 

The Selenga River is the principle waterway of the Republic of Buryatia, 
Russia, and a major source of freshwater to Lake Baikal - recognized as a World 
Heritage Site for its natural wonders. The Selenga River, like Baikal itself, is glori­
fied in legends and songs of the people that have livelon its shores and in its val­
leys for thousands of years. 

In far ancient times the first human communities appeared in the Baikal 
basin. Places situated by Lake Baikal and the Selenga River are described in the 
ancient Chinese chronicles, Muslim writings, and other historical sources because 
these places often became the scene for events of international significance. 

This land of plenty was first inhabited tens of thousands of years ago by peo­
ple who moved from the South following the migrating animal herds. The region's 
unique natural resources and advantageous geographic locality later permitted 
increasing contact between nomadic and settled cultures on the territory, enabling 
interaction of different beliefs and religions as well as the formation of deep-rooted 
traditions of nature use, ethnic and ecological ethics. 

. As a result the natural, historical, architectural, archeological and sacred 
sites, as well as valuable natural landscapes of Buryatia are primarily concentra: 
ted in the valleys of the Selenga River and its tributaries. 

The Selenga is the largest freshwater river source to the most unique lake in 
the World, recognized as a World Heritage Site. Its watershed basin totals 2/3 of . 
the Lake Baikal basin; comprising an intake area of 447,060 square kilometers. 
Notably, the river's critical headwaters and sixty percent of the entire watershed 
exist within northern Mongolia. In the past, the Selenga served as a major corridor 
linking the many Mongolian tribes. During the Khan Khubilai period the whole ter­
ritory of the Selenga River basin was declared, "The Great Protected Zone" - one 
of the first significantly protected zones in all of human history. 

Both in Buryatia and Mongolia, the Selenga River basin accommodates 
numerous large cities and industrial centers. Industrial and urban wastes from · 
these cities are a primary source of air and water pollution to Lake Baikal. Intensive 
forest harvesting, frequent fires, plowing of both arable and non-arable lands in the 
river's riparian zone, as well as natural disasters can negatively impact both natur­
al and cultural sights of the region. 

More damaging than any natural disaster has been the loss of people's 
respect of their traditions of nature protection, in essence, their ability to live in har­
mony with Mother Nature. In the face of these increasing threats, there is a grow­
ing understanding among the pubJic of the need to protect the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage embodied in the Selenga River Valley, in order to pass it down 
preserved to future generations. 

It should be obvious that preservation of the natural and cultural resources 
of the «historic corridor» of the Selenga River Valley requires integration of the 
efforts not only from the separate Buryat regions, but from the entire Republic of 
Buryatia, as well. Also required is the close cooperation with other Lake Baikal 
neighbors including Mongolia, the Irkutsk and Chila Oblasts as well as the direct 
and vigorous involvement of the public in solving these problems. 

In this regard, a joint Russian-American project has been ongoing this year 
under the auspices of the Buryat Organizati~n of the Russian Federation 
Architectural Council. The publication of this booklet completes only one of the pro­
ject's objectives aimed at creating a new ethic of the Lake Baikal person who asso­
ciates his and her prosperity with Baikal's we/I-being - establishing Baikal's image 
as a truly global natural and cultural resource of immense international value. 

We, the people living in beautiful Buryatia, must become its true stewards 
and take on the responsibility to preserve [ts natural and cultural heritage in order 
that in future times there will be sung new songs of the natural beauty of Lake 
Baikal, of the blooming Selenga River valleys, and of the hard-working and worthy 
people, inhabiting this land. 

Tamara Sanzhitsibikova 
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lt1Bonr111HcKa5l conKa 

View from the lvo/ga hill 

PeKa CeneHra B oKpecrHocrnx 0MyneBK1'1 
TaM41'1HCKa5l AOn111Ha 

)J,on111Ha peK111 lt1TaHL..1~ 

The Selenga river near mount Omulevka 
The Tamchin va/ey 
The ltantsy river valey 
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nepesan MaHAP111K 

Mandrik saddle 

0Kp8CTHOCTll1 peKllt TaM111p. B111A c ropbl noA3BOHKa51 
naHAWacpTbl M8CTHOCTll1 Cap6aAyLil 
6oproV!cKas:1 crnnb 
03epo ryc11tHOS-
PeKa CeneHra s paV!oHe cena WanYTbl 

The Tamir river. View from mount Podzvonkovaya 

The Sarbadui landscape 

Borgoi steppe 

Lake Gusinoe 

The Selenga river near Shaluty village 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-I 
l 
I 
I 

~I 



Cy6ypraH B lllsonrVIHCKOlil crenvi 

Suburgan in the lvo/ga steppe 

)J.onviHa peKVI 4VIKOli1 
nvinVIH KapnVIKOBa51 (CapaHKa) 
Y nOAHO>KVIH XaMapa-)J.a6aHa 
03epo 6ali!Kan y ycrbH CeneHrvi 

The Chikoi river valley. 

Ulium PaNum (Saranka) 

At the foot of Hamar Daban 

Baikal Lake at the Se/enga river mouth 



PeKa speMeH111 ... CeneHra, 1113 seKa s seK HeCylJ.lafl cso111 BOAbl 1113 M0Hron111111 

Ltepe3 6ypflTllllO, s6111pafl no nyTlll npoxnaAHble crpy111 peK, peLtyweK 111 pyLtbeB. 

111 renepb n111wb nb1m111sb1lil 111ccneAOBarenb Aa se3Aecy11.1111e pe6f!TlllWKlll cMoryr 

OTblCKaTb 3AeCb cneAbl, ocrasneHHble ApesH111M111 Ha Hawelll 3eMne. 

BrnflAlllTeCb s KaApb1 - nnf!wy11.1111e L1enoseL1K111, lllAYlJ.lllle Ltepe3 seKa, B3flB­

w111cb 3a pyK111; nTlllL\bl, 3aCTblBWllle B BeLIHOM nonere; BCaAHlllKlll Ha KOHflX, KOTO­

pble Hl/IKOrAa He ycraHyr CKaKaTb - OHi/i paccKa3blBalOT HaM «O Aenax AaBHO Mlll­

HYBWl/IX AHelil», o ApeeH111x XYAO>KHlllKax, CMb1cnoM >Klll3Hlll KOTOpblX 6bina 

He TOflbKO A06b1Lla xne6a HaCylJ.IHOrO, HO Ill OCMblCneHllle n03TlllKlll OKpy>t<atOlJ.le­

ro Mlllpa. 111 nyCTb Her Hiii OAHOlll nlllCbMeHHOlil CTpOLIKlll, ocraeneHHOlll 3TlllMl/I 

nt0AbMlll, Mbl see paeHo no Kpyn111uaM y3HaeM, KaK OHlll >1<111n111 Ha 3TOlll 3eMne. 

KaK no111cr111He een111KonenHo naneon111r111L1ecKoe >1<111n111ll.le, HalilAeHHoe apxeo­

noraM111 Ha CaHHOM MblCY - nocpaHTa3111pylllre, BeAb nepeA BaMlll <l>YHAaMeHT AO­

Ma, nOCTpOeHHOrO ABaA1...1aTb TblCf!LI neT Ha3aA! npeACTaBbTe, KaK B03Bpa11.1anl/ICb 

CIOAa nocne OXOTbl Ha 611130HOB lllfllll wepCTlllCTOro HOCOpora MY>KLllllHbl, rOpAO 

HeCfl CBOIO A06blLIY TeM, KTO >KAan I/IX B03ne Heyracat011.1ero OLlara! 

B 6onee n03AHllle epeMeHa, KOrAa nof!s111nacb pb16Hafl noenfl, s >Klll3Hlll Apee­

HlllX nt0Aelil caMyt0 cepbe3HYIO ponb 111rpana peKa. KaK111e coeepweHHble cpopMbl 

rapnyHOB, pb16onOBHblX KplOLIKOB 6blfllll 1/1306pereHbl ABeHaA1...1aTb TblCflLI ner 
Ha3aA (Me3on111r)! CelilLtac Mbl n111wb coeepweHcTByeM Marep111an, ece ocranb­

Hoe 6blfl0 np111AyMaHO HaWl/IMlll npeAKaM111! 3axopoHeHlllfl, KOTOpblM HaCLllllTblBa­

eTCfl ceMb TblCflL1ener111lll (Heon111r), ApeeH111e op111eHr111poean111 no reL1eH111t0 peK111, 

6epe>KHO yKnaAblBafl cso111x yMepw111x s f!My, n0Me11.1afl BHYTPb npeAMeTbl, Koro­

pb1e MOrnlll noHaA06111TbCfl LtenoseKy B Apyrolll >Klll3Hlll. 

MoHyMeHranbHbl 111 oco6eHHO T111n111L1Hb1 Aflfl ceneHr111HcK111x naHAwacproe nn111-

TOL1Hb1e Mor111nb1, nof!s111ew111ecfl s 3noxy 6pOH3bl. KoL1eeH111K111, 3acen111ew111e 3Tlll 

Mecra LleTblpe TblCflLllll ner TOMY Ha3aA, 3af!Blllfllll 0 ce6e He TOflbKO 3axopoHeH111-

flMlll, HO Ill MHOrOLllllCneHHblMlll HaCKanbHblMlll p111cyHKaM111, BblnOnHeHHblMlll 

KpaCHOlll KpaCKOlll - oxpolll, Ill nonyLllllBWlllMlll B HayLtHOlll n111reparype Ha3BaH111e 

«CeneHrlllHCKlllX n111CaHlllL1». np111MepHO B 3TO >Ke BpeMfl 3Tlll TepplllTOpllllll 6blfllll 

3aceneHbl 111 APYrlllMlll nneMeHaM111, ocrae111sw111M111 nocne ce6fl KaMeHHble Kypra­

Hb1-xepeKcypb1 - TO fllll 3axopoHeHl/lfl (lllHOrAa OHi/i BCTpeLtalOTCfl BHYTPlll Kypra­

HOB), TO fllll p111ryanbHble coopy>t<eHl/lfl. BoKpyr TaKlllX KypraHOB o6fl3aTeflbHO 

np111cyrcTByt0T BblflO>KeHHble 1113 KaMHelil orpaAKlll caMblX pa3H006pa3HblX cpopM 

Ill pa3MepoB - KBaApaTbl, Kpyr111, lllHOrAa no yrnaM KBaApaTOB BCTpeLtalOTCfl 3a­

MblCflOBaTble nem111, a BOKpyr e11.1e Ill He6onbWllle Kpy>t<OLIK111-p03eTOLIKlll. 

CrenHb1e npocropb1 CeneHrnHcKolil AOnlllHbl - 3TO e114e 111 cpeAOTOL1111e naMm­

HlllKOB xyHHCKolil 3nox111. 3HaMeH111Tb1e KypraHbl nneMeHHOlil 3Har111 xyHHY e ll1nb­

Mosolll 111 4epeMyxosolll naAflX, naA111 U.apaM, Ha OprolllroHe, MOrlllflbHlllKlll ,Qb1pe­

crylilcK111lil KynryK 111 ll1eonr111HcK111lil, c0Aep>1<asw111e npeAMeTbl xyAo>KecreeHHOlil 

6pOH3bl, BbmOnHeHHble B «3Bep111HOM CTlllne», ropOAlllll.la Ill noceneHlllfl nplllKO­

BblBalOT K ce6e BHlllMaH111e He TOflbKO yLteHblX. 3araAOLIHble Ill BOlllHCTBeHHble 

xyHHy, 06beA111H111sw111ecfl B Mory11.1ecreeHHbllil cot03 e I TblCf!L1ener111111 AO H.3. -

HaLtane I TblC.H.3., C03Aan111 nepeoe e 111crop111111 U.eHrpanbHOlll A3111111 rocyAapcreo. 

Apxeonor111L1ecK111e naMflTHlllKlll eropolll nonoBlllHbl I TblCflL1ener111fl Hawelll 3pbl 

CBfl3aHbl c lllCTOPlllLleCKlllMlll CYAb6aMlll nneMeH Ill HapOAOB, BXOAlllBWlllX B COCTaB 

TIOpKCKoro 111 ylllrypcKoro KaraHaroe nepeolll nonoBlllHbl II TblCflL1ener111fl - MoH­

ronbCKOlil lllMnep111111. 111MeHHO B 3TO epeMfl B 111crop111L1eCKlllX xpOHlllKax BnepBble 

MO>KHO ecrper111Tb Ha3BaH111e «Cf!Hb3, Con111H, CeneHra». TaK 111 reLter oHa L1epe3 

eeKa 111 TblCflL1ener111fl, npope3afl ce6e nyrb K 6a111Kany He ronbKO L1epe3 6e36pe>1<­

Hb1e cren111 111 ropHble xpe6rb1, HO 111 Ltepe3 CYAb6b1 MHornx nt0Aelil 111 HapOAOB, 

BXOAfl B I/IX nereHAbl, CKa3aHl/lfl Ill neCHlll, Aflfl KOTOpblX OHa crana POAlllHOlll. 

The River of Time ... For centuries the Selenga-river has been 

its waters from Mongolia to the Nortlo. And nowadays only 

searching explorers or ubiquitous children are able to find here 

traces left by the ancients. Please look at the pictures: dancing lit­

tle fellows going through the centuries with their hands joined, 

birds soaring in their eternal flights, incessantly riding horsemen -

they all narrate us about the bygone days, about ancient artists 

who lived not only to earn their daily bread, but o comprehend 

poetics of the surrounding world, too. 

Magnificent is a Paleolithic dwelling found by archeologists at 

the Sanny Mys locality. Only imagine, it is the foundation of the 

dwelling built twenty thousand years ago. Later, when fishing 

emerged, the river played even more important role in the ancient 

life. What perfect forms the harpoons and fishing hooks devised 

twelve thousand years ago (the Mesolithic period) have. 

The burials tracing seven thousand years back (the neolithic 

period) were oriented with the river stream by the ancients. 

Tombstone graves appeared in the Bronze Age is monumen­

tal and very typical for the Selenga landscapes. The nomads who 

populated this region four years ago were famed not only for their 

burial places but also for numerous rock drawings made with rud­

dle and known as the Selenga rock drawings. Approximately at the 

same time, these territories were inhabited with other tribes who 

left stone mounds named kereksurs-either burials or ritual con­

structions. Such mounds are without fail surrounded, with fences 

faced with masonry and of the most forms and sizes - squares or 

circles; sometimes at the corners of the squares there are intricate 

loops, with smaller rosettes around. 

The expanses of the steppes in the Selenga Valley are crowd­

ed with the Hunnish epoch monuments. The famous mounds of 

the Huns tribal nobility in the llmovaya Pad, Cheryomukhovaya 

Pad, Tsaram Pad, and Orgoiton localities; burial grounds of 

Dyrestuisky Kultuk and lvolginsky which contained bronze articles 

made in the «animal style» and other sites and settlements are of 

interest both for scholars and wide public. The mysterious and 

warlike Huns exercised their greatest power in the first millennium 

B.C. and the beginning of the first millennium A.D., uniting into the 

potent union the first state in the history of Central Asia. 

Archeological monuments of the second half of the first mil­

lennium A.D. are related with the historical destiny of the tribes and 

nations which where part of the Turkic and Uigur states-kaganats, 

the ones of the first half of the second millennium with the Mongol 

Empire. Historical chronicles of this time mention for the first 

times the names - «Syanye, So/in, or Selenga». So flows the River 

through centuries and millennia, cutting its way towards Lake 

Baikal both through the boundless steppes and mountain ridges, 

and the fates of many people and nations, for whom this region 

has become their motherland and passing into their legends, 

tales, and songs. 







KypraHbl. XepeKcypbl. II - I TblC . .QO H.3. Mecr­
HOCTb U.araH-4enyraii1 K51XTll1HCKOro paiiloHa, p. 41!1KOLi1 

Mounds. Kereksurs. (II - I millennia B.C.). Locality 

of Tsagan-Chelutai. Kyakhta area. The Chikoi-river 

1. >K111n111L11e. naneon111r. PacKonK111 An. 0Kna.QH111-
Kosa. MHorocnoiilHoe noceneH111e. MecTHOCTb CaHHbliil 
Mb1c Xop111HcKoro paiiloHa, p. Y.Qa 

2. nn111T04Hbliil MOrll1nbHll1K. II - I TblC. .QO H.3. 
MeCTHOCTb na.Qb COCHOBa51 CeneHrll1HCKOro paiiloHa, 
p. CeneHra 

3. Yrnosa51 po3eTKa xepeKcypa. II - I TblC . .QO H.3. 
MecrHOCTb CeMeHosKa K5!XT111Hci<oro paiiloHa, p. Ky­
.Qap111HKa 

4. nn111T04Ha51 MOrnna. II - I TblC . .QO H.3. Mecr­
HOCTb au,arar 3a111rpaescKoro paiiloHa, p. Y.Qa 

5. KypraH. XepeKcyp. II - I TblC . .QO H.3. Mecr­
HOCTb U.araH-YcyH ,0,>Kll1.Qll1HCKOro paiiloHa, p. CeneHra 

... . 1. Dwelling. The palaeolithik period. Multi-layered 

settlement. Excavated by A.B.Okladnikov. Locality 

of Sanny Mys. Khorinsk area. The Uda-river 

2. Tombstone grave. {II - I millennia B.C.). Locality 

of Pad Sosnovaya. Selenga area. The Selenga-river 

3. Corner rosette of the kereksur. {II - I millennia 
B.C.). Locality of Semyonovka. Kyakhta area. 

The Kudarinka-river 

4. Tombstone grave. (II - I millennia B.C.). Locality 

of Atsagat. Zaigrayevo area. The Uda-river 

5. Mound. Kereksur. (II - I millennia B.C.). Locality 

of Tsagan-Usun. Djida area. The Selenga-river · 
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I. 

noceneHLi10. naneonli1T. PacKonKLi1 B.111. TawaK. 
MecTHOCTb no.Q3BOHKa51 KHXTLi1HCKOro parlloHa, 
p. lJLi1KOrl! 

The palaeolithic period. Excavated by V.I. Tashak. 
Locality of Podzvonkaya. Kyakhta area. The Chikoi-river 

1. KypraH Ng 6. XyHHY (Ill s . .1:10 H.3. - I s. H.3.). 
BHyTpeHHH neperopo.QKa crnHa. PacKonK1i1 
IO . .Q. TanbKo-rpbJHL1eB1i14a. Mor111nbHLi1K. MecrnocTb 
l/lnbMOBaH na.Qb KHxrnHcKoro parlloHa, p. CeneHra 

2. KypraH Ng 55. XyHHY (Ill s . .1:10 H.3. - I s. H.3.) . 
B1i1.1:1 MOrlllflbHOlll KaMepbl. PacKonK1i1 C.B . .QaH1i1nosa. 
Mon1mbHLi1K. MecTHOCTb lllnbMOBaH na.Qb KHxrnHcKoro 
parlloHa, p. CeneHra 

3. YKpenneHHoe ropo.1:11i1L11e. XyHHY (Ill s . .1:10 H.3. -
I s. H.3.). PacKonK1i1 C.B . .QaH1i1nosa. MecTHOCTb 5aHH­
YH.Q3p .0,>KLi1.QLi1HCKOro parlloHa, p . .Q>K1i1.Qa 

4. A>KypHaH noHcHaH nnacrnHa «.0,paKOH». XyHHY 
(Ill s . .QO H.3. - I s. H.3.). 5poH3a, 3onorn. Mor111nbHLi1K. 
MecrnocTb Waparon KHxrnHcKoro parlloHa, p. LJ1i1Korll 

5. nm1cHaH nnacrnHa. CL1eHa Hana.QeH1i1H rp1i1cj>o­
Ha Ha ropHoro K03fla. XyHHY (Ill B . .QO H.3. - I B. H.3.) . 
3onorn. PaCKOnKLi1 n.5. KoHOBanosa. MorvJnbHLi1K. no­
rpe6eHLi10 · Ng 28. MecrnocTb .O,b1pecryrllcK1i1rll KynryK 
.Q>K1i1.Q1i1HcKoro parlloHa, p . .Q>K111.Qa 

1. Mound N 6. Huns (Ill c B.C. - I c A.D.). Internal 
partition or wall. Excavated by Yu.D. Ta/ko-Gryntsevich. 
Burial ground. Locality of !lmovaya Pad. Kyakhta area. 
The Se/enga-river 

2. Mound N 55 . . Huns (Ille B.C. - le A.D.). View 
of the burial chamber Excavated by S. V. Dani/av. Burial 
grol!nd. Locality of llmovaya Pad. Kyakhta area. The 
Selenga-river 

3. Fortified site. Huns (!II c B.C. - I c A.D.). 
Excavated by S. V. Dani/av. Locality of Bayan-Under. 
Djida area. The Djida-river 

4. Open-worh waist plate «Dragon». Huns (Ille B.C. 
- I c A.D.). Bronze, gold. Burial mound. Locality 
of Sharago/. Kyakhta area. The Chikoi-river 

5. Waist plate. Scene of a Griffon Attacking a 
Montane Goat. Huns (Ill c B.C. - I c A.D.). Gold. 
Excavated by P.B. Konova!ov. Locality of Dyrestuisky 
Ku/tuk. Burial N 28. Djida area. The Djida-river 





«WaMaH». P0rywb. 6poH3a - paHH00 >1<0n03o. 
n0rporn[..1cj>bl KflXrnHCKOro rnna. M0CTHOCTb 6ara-
3apa ,IJ,>K[..1,Q[..1HCKoro paliloHa, p. C0n0Hra 

«Shaman». Retonching. Bronze and Early Iron 

Ages. Petroglyphs of the Kyakhta type. Locality of Baga­
Zara. Djida area. The Selenga-river 

1. «Bca,QH[..1K[..1». P[..1cyHoK. Oxpa. Cp0.QH8B8KOBb0. 
M0CTHOCTb Cap6a,Qylil ,IJ,>K[..1,Q[..1HCKoro paliloHa, 
p. ,IJ,>K[..1,Qa 

2. «nm:iwy~[..10 40noB04K[..1». P[..1cyHoK. Oxpa. 
6poH3a - paHH00 >i<0n03o. n0rporn[..1cj>b1 c0n0HrnHcKo­
ro rnna. M0CTHOCTb ropo,QOBOlil YT0C KflXT[..1HCKOro 
paliloHa, p. 4[..1KOlil 

3. «napfl~[..10 nrnl...\bl». P[..1cyHoK. Oxpa. 6poH3a -
paHH00 >1<0n03o. C0n0HrnHcKoro rnna. M0cTHocrb AH­
rnp 3a[..1rpa0BcKoro paliloHa, p. AHrnp 

4. «M[..1cj>[..140CK[..10 >K[..1BOTHbl0». P0rywb. 6pOH3a -
paHH00 >1<0n03o. n0rporn[..1cj>b1 KflXrnHcKoro rnna. M0-
CTHOCTb L.J,araH-YcyH ,IJ,>K[..1,Q[..1HCKOro paliloHa, p. ,IJ,>K[..1,Q8 

5. «napfl~[..10 nrnl...\bl». P[..1cyHoK. Oxpa. 6poH3a -
paHH00 >1<0n03o. n0rporn[..1cj>bl c0n0HrnHcKoro rnna. 
M0CTHOCTb OcrpaH ConKa (6a[..1H-Toro.Q) lllBonrnHcKo­
ro paliloHa, p. 111Bonra 

6. Crenna c 6narono>1<0naH[..1HM[..1 «OM MaH[..1 na,Q­
M0 xyM ... ». P0nb0cp. naMHTH[..1K K8M0HOTeCHOro [..1CKYC­
CTBa (XVIII - XIX BB.). M0CTHOCTb A6paMoBo o30po 
CeneHrnHcKoro paliloHa 

7. «ConHpHble 3H8KW>. P0rywb. 6poH3a- paHH00 
>1<0n03o. n0rporn[..1cj>b1 KflXrnHcKoro rnna. M0CTHOCTb 
6ara-3apa ,IJ,>K[..1,Q[..1HCKoro paliloHa, p. C0n0Hra 

1. «Riders». Drawing. Raddle. Middle Age. Locality 

of Sarbadui. Djida area. The Djida-river 

2. «Dancing Little Fellows». Drawing. Raddle. 
Bronze and Early Iron Ages. Petroglyphs of the Selenga 

type. Locality of Gorodovoi Utyes. Cave. Kyakhta area. 
The Chikoi-river 

3. «Soaring Birds». Drawing. Raddle. Bronre and 

Early Iron Ages. Petroglyphs of the Selenga type. Locality 

of Angir. Zaigrayevo area. The Angir-river 

4. «Mythical Animals». Retonching. Bronze and 

Early Iron Ages. Petroglyphs of the Kyakhta type. Locality 

of Sagan-Usun. Djida area. The Djida-river 

5. «Soaring Birds». Drawing. Raddle. Bronze and 

Early Iron Ages. Petroglyphs of the Selenga type. Locality 
of Ostraya' Sopka (Bayin-Togod). lvolga area. The lvolga-

· river 

6. Stele with «Om mani padme hum ... » incised. 
Relief. Monument of stone-dressing, 18 - 19th cc. Locality 

of Abramovo ozero. The Selenga area 

7. «Solar Signs». Retonching. Bronze and Early Iron 

Ages. Petroglyphs of the Kyakhta type. Locality of Baga­
Zara. Djida area. The Selenga-river 







6naroAaTHaH 3eMnH CeneHrn coxpaHLllna MHoroo6pa3HOe Lii YHLllKanbHOe LllC· 

TOpLllKO-apXLllTeKTYPHOe HacneALlle, orpa>KatOl.l..\ee KYflbTYPY Lii 6blT HaceneHLllff 

3a nocneAHLlle HecKonbKO cronerni.il. B naMHTHLllKax LllCTOPLllLll Lii apxL11reKrypb1 HaLll-

6onee HarnHAHO npOHBLllnacb CflO>KHaff 3THLll4eCKaff LllCTOPLllff oceoeHLllff 3TLllX rep­

PLllTOpLlli.il Lii xapaKrep B3aLllMOBflLllHHLllH pa3nLll4HblX Kynbryp Lii penL11rni.il. 

l/lcropL11L1ecKL11e ropoAa, Bb1pocwL11e L/13 Ka3a4bLllX ocrporoe Lii roprOBblX noce­

neHLllLil, LllCTOpL114eCKLlle cena, B03HLllKWLlle L/13 6ypmcKLllX ynycoe Lii 3aLllMOK pyccKLllX 

naweHHblX KpecrbHH, eo6panLll e ce6H nyL1wL11e apxL11reKrypHb1e npOL113BeAeHLllH 

CTapblX Macrepoe. I/Ix MHOroeeKOBOi.il OnblT Lii CTpOLllTeflbHble rpaALll~LllLll eonnOTLll· 

flLllCb e 3acrpoi.i!KL11 ropoACKLllX Keapranoe Lii cenbCKLllX ynLll~, e apxLllreKrype 6yA­

AL11i.ilCKLllX Aa~aHoe Lii npaeocnaeHblX ~epKeei.il, 061.l..\ecreeHHblX 3AaHLllLil Lii >KL11nb1x 

AOMOB. l/lcropL11L1ecKL11e Keapranb1 noceneHLllLil, BHeceHHblX e <t>eAepanbHbli.il cnLllCOK 

L11cropL11L1ecKL11X ropOAOB - YnaH-YA3 (BepxHeyALllHCK), KHxra Lii HoeoceneHrLllHCK 

(CeneHrLllHCK) BblAeflfflOTCff copa3MepHOCTblO Lii YIOTOM ynLll~, A06pOTHOCTblO Lii 

nponop~LllOHanbHOCTbtO 3AaHLllLil. Oco6yt0 ~eHHOCTb e 3TLllX noceneHLllHX npeAcrae­

nHtOT naMHTHLllKLll AepeBHHHOro 30A4ecrea, COLleTatOIJ..\Llle naKOHLllLIHble cpopMbl 

6peeeH4aTblX CTeH Lii a>t<ypHytO AepeBHHHYIO pe3b6y. 

Cena pyccKLllX crapo>t<Lllnoe Lii ceMei.ilcKLllX «crapoo6pHA~ee», Ka3a4bLll noce­

neHLllH Lii 6ypmCKLlle ynyCbl rapMOHLllLIHO BnLllCblBanLllCb B npL11pOAHble naHAWa<t>Tbl. 

B 3acrpoi.i!Ke 3TLllX cen B nonHqi.il Mepe npOHBLllnaCb caM06blTHOCTb HapOAHblX 

yMenb~ee, e LllX apxLllreKType e caMblX npLllLIYAflLllBblX cpopMax nepennerat0TCH Ha­

~L110HanbHb1e MOTLllBbl Lii pa3nLll4Hble crpoL11renbHb1e npL11eMb1. Ba>1<Hyt0 ponb Lii oco-

6oe 3HaL1eHL11e L11MenL11 KynbTOBble coopy>t<eHLllH; npLll Bb16ope Mecra LllX coopy>t<e­

HLllH YLIL11Tb1eanL11Cb He ronbKO xapaKTep npL11nerat01.l..\ei.il 3acrpoi.i!KL11, HO Lii npLllpOAHOe 

OKpy>t<eHLlle. 6yAAL11LilCKLlle Aa~aHbl Lii npaeocnaBHble xpaMbl opraHLllLIHO AOnOflHffflLll 

OKpy>t<atOl.l..\Llle naHAWa<t>Tbl, LllX MOHyMeHTaflbHble cpopMbl npL11eneKanL11 BHL11MaHL11e 

Ha cpoHe orpoMHblX crenHblX npocropoe Lii WLllPOKLllX AOnLllH. 

c ceneHrLllHCKOi.il AOflLllHOi.il CBH3aHbl LllMeHa MHOrLllX BCeMLllpHO Lll3BeCTHblX Ae­

menei.il HayKLll Lii KynbTypb1, 4epe3 Hee npoxOALllnLll HayL1Hb1e 3KcneALll~LllLll, Hanpae­

nHtOl.l..\LllecH e rny6L11Hbl A3LllarcKoro MarepLllKa Lii K 6eperaM TLllxoro oKeaHa, ropro­

Bble KapaeaHbl, CBff3blBatOIJ..\Llle eeponei.ilCKLlle crpaHbl Lii crpaHbl tOrO-BOCTOLIHOLil 

A3LllLll. Bo MHornx ceneHrLllHCKLllX noceneHLllHX coxpaHLllnLllCb 3AaHLllH Lii Mecra, 

HanOMLllHatOl.l..\Llle 0 AemenbHOCTLll BLllAHblX pOCCLllLilCKLllX yLteHblX 'Lii npoceernrenei.il, 

AeKa6pLllCTOB Lii HapOAOBOflb~ee. 

HeripeMeHHblM arpL116yroM naHAwacproe ceneHrnHcKoi.il AOflLllHbl HBnHnLllCb 

pyKoreopHble 3neMeHTbl - waMaHCKLlle 060 Lii 6yAAL11LilCKL11e cy6ypraHbl, npaeocnae­

Hb1e LlaCOBHLll Lii nOKflOHHble KpeCTbl. 3TLll coopy>KeHLllff, ycraHoeneHHble Ha B03Bbl· 

weHHblX Mecrax LllnLll nepeeanax, <PLllKCLllpoeanLll HaL116onee ea>KHble npL11pOAHb1e 

aK~eHTbl, KaK 6bl 06beALllHffff B eALllHYIO ceTb orpOMHble npocrpaHCTBa oceoeHHblX 

naHAwacproe. 

6oraro Lii MHoroo6pa3HO L11cropL11L1ecKoe Lii apxLllTeKrypHoe HacneALlle CeneH­

rLllHCKoi.il AOnLllHbl, ceoeo6pa3Ha Lii LllHTepecHa ee L11cropL11H. MHorne noKoneHLllff 6e­

pe>KHO coxpaHHnacb Lii pa3eL11eanacb caMo6blTHaH Kynbrypa, cpopML11poeanL11Cb LllC· 

TOpL114eCKLlle rpaALll~LllLll npL11pOAOnOnb30BaHLllff. 111 ece 3TO HapHAY c YHLllKanbHOi.il 

npLllpOAOLil 3anoeeAaHO nOTOMKaM, HacenfftOl.l..\LllM HblHe 3TLll 3eMnLll. 

The blessed land of the Selenga Valley has retained a diverse and 

unique historical-and-architectural legacy, reflecting the culture and life 

way of the populace for the recent centuries. The complicated ethnic his­

tory of the opening up these territories and character of interrelationships 

between various cultures and religions are most obviously visible in mon­

uments of history and architecture. 

The historical towns originating from Cossack stockade towns and 

trading settlements and the historical villages dating back to Buryat ulus­

es and squatting of Russian settled peasants have absorbed the best 

architectural works of old masters. 

Their many-century experience and construction traditions are 

embodied in the building of town blocks and rural village streets, archi­

tecture of Buddhist temples-datsans and Russian Orthodox churches, 

public buildings and dwellings. The historical blocks of the settlements 

which are in the Russian Federal list of Historical Tows, like Ulan-Ude (for­

mer Verkhneudinsk), Kyakhta, and Novoselenginsk (former Selenginsk), 

are noted for balanced order and cosines of their buildings. Of peculiar 

value in these settlements are monuments of wooden architecture, com­

bining laconic forms of log walls and tracery woodcarvings. Villages of 

Russian old residents and Semeiskiye «old believers», Cossack settle­

ments and Buryat uluses were in harmony with the surrounding land­

scapes. Originality of their craftsmen is fully reflected in the building of the 

villages; ethnic motives and various construction techniques are fantasti­

cally interwoven in their architecture. The cult constructions played a sig­

nificant role, therefore, both the characters of the adjacent building and its 

environment were considered in the selection of a site for their erection. 

Through Buddhist datsans and Russian Orthodox churches organi­

cally complemented the surrounding landscapes, their monumental forms 

attracted attention at the background of the vast steppes and wide valleys. 

The names of many figures of science and culture, known worldwide, 

are associated with the Selenga Valley, which was crossed by academic 

expeditions bound for the core of the Asian continent and the Pacific 

Coast, by the trading caravans linking Europe with countries of southeast­

ern Asian. Many Selenga Valley settlements have retained buildings and 

sites reminding about the activity of prominent Russian scholars and edu­

cators, Desembrists and «Narodnaya Vo/ya» members. 

The indispensable attributes of the Selenga lands-capes are man­

made elements, like the shamanistic obos and Buddhist suburgans, 

Russian Orthodox chapels and bowing crosses. These constructions cre­

ated on elevated places or passing marked the most important natural 

accents as if uniting the vast expanses of the developed landscapes into 

the single network. 

Abundant and diverse is the historical-and-architectural legacy of the 

Selenga Valley; peculiar and interesting is its history. Many generations 

have carefully retained and developed their original cultures and historical 

traditions of natural resource management. All these, along with the 

unique nature, have been handed down to the descendants living on this 

land nowadays. 









KsixTa, ocHoeaHHasi e Ha1.1ane XVIII eeKa 

wrn Toproem/I c K111TaeM, OKaaana 6onbWOe 

Bfll/IS1Hl/le Ha pa3Bl/ITl/le 3KOHOMl/IKl/I B 80CTOLIH0171 

C1116111p111, ynpo1.1eH111e A06pococeACKl/IX OTHOWe­

Hl/llil c M0Hron111el7I I/I K111TaeM. nepeKpeCTbe 

KYflbTYP Eeponb1 111 Aa111111 cnoco6cTBoeano co-

3AaH111t0 caMo6blTHoro ropoAa c yH111KanbHOl7I 

KynbyYpo171 111 111cTop111Ko-apx111TeKyYpHblM Hacne­

AllleM. npaBOCflaBHble C060pbl I/I ~epKBlll, MHO­

rDLll/ICfleHHble Toproeb1e coopy>KeH111si 111 Kyne1.1e-

, cK111e ycaAb6b1, AepeesiHHble oco6HHKlll 111 >Klll­

flble AOMa coaAatOT yaHaeaeMbllil o6paa 

pocc111171cKoro ropOAa. naMS1THl/IKl/I AepeBS1HHOro 

30ALleCTBa c HenOBTOplllMOlil pe3b6o171 I/I caM0-

6blTHblMl/I 3fleMeHTaMl/I rapMOHl/ILIHO COLleTalOT­

CS1 c 1/13blCKaHHblMl/I <t>opMaMl/I KaMeHHblX 3Aa­

Hlll171. BblrOAHOe reonon111T1111.1ecKoe nono>KeH111e 

y pocc111171cKo-MoHronbcKo171 rpaHl/l~bl, 6oraToe 

l/ICTOplllKO-KYflbyYpHoe HacneAllle I/I rny60K111e 

TpaA111~111111 coaAatOT ropoAy aHa1.1111TenbHb1171 

noTeH~111an AflH era eoapoJKAeHl/IH 111 paae111T111si. 

The town of Kyakhta founded in the e~rly 

1 Bth century. For trading with China has con­

tributed much into the development of economy 

in eastern Siberia and improvement of friendly 

relations with Mongolia and China. The crossing 

of cultures of Europe and Asia facilitated 

the creation of the town with its unique culture 

and historical-and-architectural legacy. Russian 

Orthodox cathedrals and churches numerous 

trading buildings and merchants estates, 

wooden mansions and dwelling houses have · 

formed the recognizable image of a Russian 

town. Wooden architecture decorated with 

unique carved patterns and original elements is 

in harmony with refined forms of stone build­

ings. 
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~cTop1114ecK111e cena ceneHrlllHCKO~ AOn111-

Hbl, OCHOBaHHble 6ypHTCKl/IMl/I CKOTOBOA8Ml/I 

111 pyccKlllMlll aeMneAenb..,.aM111, 111Me10T MHoroee­

Koeyio 111cTop111io. SypHTCKl/le ynycb1 - ceaoHHble 

noceneHl/IH, 1/13H848flbHO THrOTen111 K OTKpblTblM 

CTenHblM naHAWa<l>TaM I/I OTfll/l48fll/ICb CB060A­

HO~ aacTpo~Ko~. PyccK111e cena, noHe111ew111ecH 

BO BTOpO~ nonOBl/IHe XVII BeKa OAHOBpeMeHHO 

co cTpo111TenbCTBOM ocTporoe, aaH111Man111 np111-

6pe>t<Hb1e Tepp111Top111111 CeneHr111 111 ee np111TOKOB. 

B CBH31/1 c npoBeAeHl/leM pOCCl/l~CKO-Kl/ITa~CKO~ 

rpaHlll..,.bl B 20-x roAax XVIII eeKa, np111rpaH1114-

Hb1e Tepp111Top111111 CTamll aacenHTbCH He TOflbKO 

pyccKl/IMl/I Ka3aKaMlll, HO I/I 6ypHTaMlll, 3841/lC­

neHHblMl/I e Kaaa4be cocnoe111e. Bo BTopo~ no­

noe111He XVIII eeKa B AOn111Hax peK 4111KoH, X111nKa 

111 TyrHyH, npaBblX np111T0Kax CeneHr111, n0He111-

n111cb nepeb1e . cena crnpoo6pHA..,.eB (ceMe~­

CKlllX). noceneHl/IH PYCCKlllX CTapO>Kl/lflOB Ill CTa­

poo6pHA ... eB 111Men111 y>t<e yn1114HYIO aacTpO~Ky, c 

A06pOTHblMlll 6peeeH48TblMlll AOM8Ml/I I/I X03H~­

CTBeHHblMlll nocTpO~KaMl/I. 

The historical villages of the Selenga Valley 

founded by Buryat cattle-breeders and Russian 

farmers have a many-century history. The 

Buryat uluses-seasonal settlements, originally 

gravitating to open steppe landscapes, were · 

characteristic of free building. The Russian vil­

lages which emerged in the second half of the 

17th century along with the construction of the 

s~ockaded to~ns'. occupied the riparian territo­

ries of the Selenga and its tributaries. In con- . 

nection with the Russian-Chinese border estab­

lishment in the 20s of the 18th c., not only 

Russian Cossacks but also Buryats joining 

Cossacks started populating the borderline ter­

ritories. The first villages of semeiskiye or old 

believers appeared in the valleys of the rivers 

Chikoi, Khilok, and Tugnui - the Selenga right­

bank tributaries, in the second half of the 18th c. 

The settlements of Russian old residents and 

old believers had a street building, with good 

quality logged houses and household facilities. 





B cepeA111He XVII eeKa, no"ITlll OAHOepeMeH­

Ho, e CeneHrlllHCKoli'I AOn111He cTan111 pacnpocT­

paHHTbCH ABe een111K111e MlllpOBble pen111r111111 -

6yAAlll3M, pacnpocTpaHHeMblli'I MOHrOnbCKl/IMlll 

naMaM111, 111 xp111cT111aHcTeo, nponoeeAyeMoe 

pyccKl/IMlll npaeocnaBHblMlll CBHlI"eHHlllKaMl/I. 

UeHTpoM pacnpocTpaHeHlllH 6yAAlll3Ma Ha 3eM­

ne 6ypm111111 crnn TaM"llllHCKlllli'I (ryc111Hoo3ep­

cK111li'I) Aal-'aH, a onnoTOM pacnpocTpaHeHlllH 

XplllCTlllaHCTBa B 3a6ali'!Kanbe HBl/lflCH TpOlllL-'KO­

CeneHrlllHCKlllli'I MOHaCTblpb. BcH AanbHeli'lwaH 

. AyxOeHaH Ill KynbyYpHaH >Klll3Hb MeCTHOro Hace­

neHl/IH CTana npOXOAlllTb nOA Bfll/IHHl/leM 3Tl/IX 

ABYX OCHOBHblX pen111r1111i'l, KOTOpble He TOflbKO 

conepH111"!an111 Apyr c APYroM, HO 111 e3a111Moo60-

ra~an111cb. 3TO B3al/IMOBfll/IHHl/le 0Tpa31/1fl0Cb Ill 

e apx111TeKyYpe KynbTOBblX coopy>1<eH111li'I. l/lcTo­

p111H coxpaH111na CBeAeHl/IH . O CTpOlllTeflbCTBe 

npaeocnaBHblX xpaMOB c y"laCTl/leM 6ypHTCKlllX 

nnOTHlllKOB l/lfllll CTpOlllTeflbCTBe 6yAAlllli'ICKlllX Aa­

L-'aHOB c y"laCTl/leM pyccK111x MacTepoe. 

Almost at the same time, in middle of the 

17th c. , two great world religions started to be 

disseminated in the Selenga Valley: Buddhism 

taught by lamas, and Christianity propagated by 

Russian Orthodox priests. The Tamchinsky 

(Gusinoozersky) datsan became the center of 

the Buddhism spreading in Buryatia, whereas 

the Troitsko-Savsky monastery the stronghold 

of Christianity in Zabaikalye. The entire spiritual 

and cultural life of the locals was further effect­

ed by these two main religions, which, though 

were rivals, mutually benefited. These inter 

influence is reflected in the architecture of the 

cult constructions. The history has retained data 

about the construction of Russian Orthodox 

temples with participation of Buryat builders, 

and vice versa. 
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Bcenpo~eH~e 6yAA~~cKo~ pen~r~~ ~n~ 

M~pomo6~e xp~crnaHCTBa He CMOrn~ AO KOH~a 

~cKopeH~Tb y MeCTHoro HaceneH~H ApeeH~e 

waMaHCK~e TpaA~~~~ ~ o6bl4a~. MHorne CTO­

neT~ff OH~ nOKflOHHIOTCff CBH~eHHblM waMaH­

CK~M MeCTaM, AYXaM (3>K~HaM) rop, peK ~ 

03ep. WaMaHCK~e o6pHAbl ~ o6bl4a~ He CMOr­

n~ BblTeCH~Tb H~ HaC~flbCTBeHHblM~ Ae~CTB~ff­

M~, H~ aAM~H~cTpaT~BHblM~ MepaM~. Ha~6o­

nee Ae~CTBeHHO~ OKa3anOCb BHeApeH~e B wa­

MaHCK~e pen~rn03Hble npeACTaeneH~H MecT­

Horo HaceneH~ff 3neMeHTOB xp~CT~aHCK~X 

~ 6yAA~~CK~X pen~r~~. no3TOMY HepeAKO 

B naHAWa<l>Tax ceneHrnHCKO~ AOfl~Hbl MO>KHO 

ye~AeTb PHAOM waMaHcK~e 060 ~ 6yAA~~cK~e 

KYM~pH~ ~n~ npaeocnaeHble 4acoeH~ HeAane­

KO OT waMaHCK~X CBHT~n~~. MHoroo6pa3~e 

np~pOAHblX naHAWa<l>TOB, MHOrOHa~~OHaflbHOe 

MeCTHoe HaceneH~e ~ M~pHoe cocy~ecTeoea­

H~e pa3n~4HblX pen~rn~ C03Aan~ oco6b1~ M~p 

OTHOWeH~~ Ha APeBHe~ ceneHrnHCKO~ 3eMne. 

All-forgiveness of the Buddhist doctrine or 

peaceableness of Christianity failed to eradicate 

ancient shamanistic traditions and customs 

among the locals. For centuries, they have been 

worshipping sacred shamanistic places, spirits 

(ezhins) or patrons of mountains, rivers, and 

lakes. Shaman rituals and customs were not 

removed by force or administrative means. The 

most effective way was to introduce Christian or 

Buddhist elements into local shamanistic 

believes. That is why in the Selenga Valley one 

can often see a shaman obo close to a Buddhist 

pagan temple, or a Russian Orthodox chapel 

near shamanistic sanctuaries. The diverse nat­

ural landscapes, multiethnic character of the 

local population and peaceful co-existence of 

the various religions have created the peculiar 

world of relationship on the ancient Selenga 

land. 
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np1t1Me4aH1t1ff: AaHHble 0 naMffTHlt1Kax lt1CTOplt11t1 lt1 Kynbrypbl npeAOCTaBneHbl Hay4HO-npOlt1380,Q­
CTBeHHblM LleHrpoM no oxpaHe 1t1 111cnonb30BaH1t110 naMsiTHlt1KOB 111crop1t11t1 1t1 KYnbrypbl M1t1H1t1c­
repcrsa KYflbTYPbl pecny6n1t1K1t1 6ypHrnsi. CseAeH1t1si o naMHTH1t1Kax np1t1pOAbl 1t1 oco6o oxpaHsi­
eMblX np1t1pO,QHblX repp1t1rnp1t1ffX noAroTOBneHbl Ha OCHOBaH1t11t1 Marep1t1anos A.6.VIMeTXeHOBa. 

Asrnpbl srnro npocneKTa - y4aCTHlt1Klt1 npoeKra ROLL «CoxpaHeH1t1e 

l.l8HHblX KynbrypHblX lt1 np1t1pO.QHblX pecypcoB lt1CTOplt148CKlt1X rnpp1t1TOp1t1ill -

ocHosa ycr oi1141110oro pa3Blt1Tlt1ff .1:1on1t1Hbl CeneHr1t1», pa3pa6aTblBaeMoro 

B 3TOM ro.Qy 6ypHTCKOill opraH1t13al.l1t18ill Co103a ApX1t1TeKTOpOB PcD. npoeKT 

BbinonHHeTCff B TeCHOM corpy.QH1t14ecrne c Hay4Ho-npo1t13BO.QCTBeHHblM l.l8H­

rpoM no oxpaHe 111 111cnonb30BaH1t110 naMHTHlt1KOB Kynbrypbl 111 111crnp1t11t1 M1t1H1t1-

crnpcrna Kynbrypb1 Pecny6n1t1K1t1 6ypHTlt1R 

npoeKT cp1t1HaHc111pyercs:i AreHTCTBOM CWA no Me>K.QyHapo.QHOMY Pa3-

s111rn10 (USAID) lt1 KOOp,Q1t1H1t1pyeTC5l VIHCTlt1ryTOM YcTOill41t1BblX Co06ll.l8CTB 

(ISC). npoeKT ROLL s:isns:iercs:i npoeKToM no rnpa>1<111posaH1t110 111 pacnpocrpa­

HeH1t110 nono>1<1t1TenbHblX pe3ynbTaTOB, .QocrnrHyrblX B xo.Qe pean1t13al.l1t11t1 poc­

c111illcKo-aMep111KaHcKoill nporpaMMbl COTPY.QHlt148CTBa B o6nacrn oxpaHbl 

OKpy>1<a10ll.l8ill cpe.Qbl, Ha4aTOill B 1992 ro.Qy (USAID/ESD) . KoMnneKCHas:i npo-

, rpaMMa non1t1rnK1t1 3eMnenonb30BaH1t1s:i .Qns:i Pocc111illcKoill rnpp111rnp1t11t1 6acceill­

Ha o3epa 6ai11Kan (1992 - 1993 ro.Qbl) 6b1na pa3pa6oraHa pocc111illcK1t1M1t1 

111 aMep1t1KaHCK1t1M1t1 Y48Hb1Mlt1 KaK MO.Qenb ycrnill41t1Boro pa3Blt1Tlt1R 

Hawe np1t106ll.l8Hlt18 K nporpaMM8 COCT05lfl0Cb 48p83 y4acrne B pocc1t1i11CKO-. 

The authors of this publication are participants of the Replication of 

Lessons Learned (ROLL) project entitled, «Preservation of the Valuable Cultural 

and Natural Resources of the Historic Territories - the Basis of the Selenga 

River Valley's Sustainable Development,, being undertaken during 1999 by the. 

Buryat Organization of the Russian Federation Architectural Council. The pro~ 

ject is implemented in close cooperation with the Scientific-Industrial Center for 

the Protection and Usage of the Cultural and Historical Monuments under the 

Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Buryatia. 

The Project is fun<)ed through the US Agency for International 

Development (USA/DJ and . coordinated by the Institute of Sustainable 

Communities (/SC). The ROLL Project is aimed at rep(icating the positive results · 

achieved during implementation of th& Russian-American Environment 

Protection Cooperation Program initiated in 1993 (USAID/ESD). The 

Comprehensive Program of Land Use Pol{cies for the Russian Portion of !he 

Lake Baikal Watershed (Published 1993) was developed by Russian and 

American scientists as a model of sustainable development. 

We became involved in the implementation of the Comprehensive Program 

through the participation in the Russian-American model project «Kyahta. 

«Restoration and Improvement of the Historic .Territories». (1993-1998). The 

knowledge and experience gained_ during (he work.in Kyakhta enabled us to . 



aMep111KaHCKOM MOAenbHOM npoeKTe «Ks:1xra. BoccraHosneH111e 111 6naroycr­

poillcrno repp111rop111il1111crop1114ecKoro 3Ha4eH1t1S1» (1994 - 1997 rDAbl). nony-

4eHHb1e 3HaH111s:1 111 onblT no3son111n111 s STOM rDAY craprosarb s npoeKTe ROLL 

Ans:! AanbHeillwero pa3Blt1Tlt1Sl 1t1Aeil1 nporpaMMbl B o6nacrn coxpaHeHltlSI Ill 803-

po)f{AeHltlSI np111poAHOro 111 KYnbrypHoro HacneA1t1S1 6ai11KanbcKoro pernoHa. 

B pean1113au111111 npoeKra raKme y4acrny10r aMep111KaHcK111e cneu111an111crb1 . 

Danial D.Plumley, Brian McMahon 111 James McFarland (Danial D.Plumley, 

Brian McMahon 111 Donald Minnery y4acrnosan111 TaKme s npoeKre no Ks:1xre). 

4epe3 111x y4acrne np111sneKaercs:1 aMep111KaHcK111il1 onblT pa6oTbl s sroill o6na­

crn, 111x coserbl np111Hocm MHOro nonb3bl Hawei/1 pa6ore. no 111x 1t1H111u111arnse 

s r. Caparora (wrar Hbl0-1/lopK) npoillAeT BblCTaBKa, nocss:1Ll.(eHHas:1 np111poA­

HblM Ill KynbrypHblM AOCTOnp1t1Me4aTenbHOCTSIM AOnltlHbl CeneHrn. 

np~pOAHaSI Ill KYnbrypHaSI ueHHOCTb AOnltlHbl CeneHrn 6blna OTMe4eHa 

B npoeKTe Tepp111rop111anbHOil1 KOMnneKCHOill CXeMbl oxpaHbl np1t1pOAbl 

(TepKCOn) 6acceil1Ha o3epa 6ai11Kan (1990 r.), 3aTeM pocc111illcKo-aMep111KaH­

cK1t1il1 npoeKT «KoMnneKcHas:1 nporpaMMa non111rnK111 3eMnenonb3osaH111s:1 Ans:! 

Pocc111illcKoil1 repp111rop111111 6acceil1Ha o3epa 6ail1Kan» onpeAen111n Ha srnx rep-

. stf3rt a ROLL project to futher develop the Comprehensive Program's themes in 

preservation and restoration of the natural and cultural heritage of the Lake 

Baikal region. 

The Selenga ROLL Project includes the participation of American resource 

and planning specialists Daniel Plumley, Brian McMahon, and James 

McFarland. Mr. Plumley, Mr. McMahon and an additional colleague, Donald 

Minnery also participated in the initial Kyahta Project. Through their participa­

tion, we draw in American experience in this field and their expertise has been 

very instrumental in our efforts. The American team is also hosting a gallery 

exhibition of the Se/enga Valley's cultural and historical w~alth by renowned 

Russian photographer Sergei Konnechnyh to be held in Saratoga Springs, New 

York. Notably, the American team will be presenting findings _from the interna­

tional work of the Selenga Project at the International Conference on Society and 

Human Ecology during May, 1999, in Montreal, Canada.· 

The natural and cultural significance of the Selenga valley was first recog-

·-. nized in the important Russian scientific study entitled, Territorial 

Compreh~nsive Environmental Protection Scheme Project (TERKSOP). The bi­

n~tional Russian-American team that produced the «Comprehensive Program of 

Sustainable Land Use Policies for ,.the Russian Portion of the Lc~ke Baikal 

Watershed» later identified this natural river corridor a's a special zone - the 

p111rop111s:1x oco6y10 30HY «1t1crop1114ecK111il1 pailloH AOn1t1Hbl CeneHrn» (1993 r.). 

noA06HaSI repp111rop111anbHaS1 1t1Hrerpau111s:1 ltlCTOpltlKO-KynbTYPHblX 

Ill np1t1pOAHblX o6beKTOB np1t1MeHS1eTCSI B Mltlposoi/1 npaKT1t1Ke KaK Ha1t16onee 

onrnManbHas:1 Ans:! 111x coxpaHeH111s:1 111 111cnonb3osaH111s:1, s AaHHOM cny4ae npe­

cneAyer cneAY10ll.l1t1e uen111, KOTOpb1e raKme onpeAens:110r uen111 111 38Aa41t1 npo­

eKra: 

1) 3all.llt1Ta peK 6acceil1Ha 6ai11Kana 111 111x 0KpymeH111s:1, npeAcrasnS110ll.l1t1X 

ecrecrneHHYIO, lt1CTOp1114eCKYIO, 3KOnOrn4eCKYIO Ill peKpeau1t10HHYIO ueHHOCTb; 

2) 3all.llt1Ta naHAWacj>ros 6acceil1Ha 6ail1Kana, KOTOpb1e KopeHHoe Hace­

neH111e C41!1TaeT CBSITblMltl, KOTOpble npeACTaBnSllOT ecrecrneHHYIO, lt1CTOp1t14e­

CKYIO, sKonorn4eCKYIO 111 peKpeau1110HHY10 ueHHOCTb. 

0AHa 1113 3aAa4 npoeKra - nponaraHAa KynbrypHoro HacneA1t1S1 

BO B3alt1MOCBSl31!1 c OKpymalOLl.(eill cpeAOill 111 np1t1pOAOil1. )J.on1t1Hbl CeneHrn Ill ee 

np1t1TOKll1 npeACTaBnSllOT 6orarei11wy10 COKpOBltlLl.(HlilUY naMSITHltlKOB ltlCTOpltlltl 

Ill Kynbrypbl. 0Hlt1 HeOTAenltlMbl OT npltlpOAHOro OKpy>1<eH1t1Sl Ill OTHOWeHltlSI 

K HltlM nlOAeill. 

«Historic Cultural Corridor of the Se/enga River Valley (1993)». 

Territorial integration and protection of the historic, cultural, and 

natural characteristics of the Selenga Valley Natural and Cultural Corridor is rec­

ognized internationally as the optimum strategy for their preservation and sus­

tainable. use . . With this foundation, the Se/enga ROLL Project continues to pur­

sue the following critical policy goals: 

1) To protect those free-flowing rivers, and their immediate environs, of the 

Baikal basin that possess outstanding natural, historic, ecological, and recre­

ational values; . 

2) To protect thos~ landscapes of the Baikal Basin that are 

considered sacred by indigenous people and possess outstanding natural, his­

toric, ecological, and recreational values. 

In conclusion, a primary ongoing goal of our project is the promotion of the 

cultural heritage in connection with environment and nature. The Se/enga River 

and its tributary valleys are the richest treasury of the historic and cultural mon­

ument wealth of the Republic of Buryatia. They are inseparable from their nat­

ural environment, historic and ecological location, as well as Humankind's atti­

tude toward them. For these essential reasons, we endeavor to preserve the 

Se/enga Valley for future generations. 
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