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Development-oriented corporate social 
responsibility. Volume 1: multinational 
corporations and the global context.  
Jamali, Dima, Charlotte Karam, and Michael Blowfield, 
editors. Sheffield, UK: Greenleaf Publishing, 2015.

The contributors discuss the potential, limitations, and 
prospective threats of development-oriented corporate 
social responsibility 
activities. They highlight 
best practices for ways 
in which multi-national 
corporations can bridge 
governance gaps in 
development activities. 
The authors also discuss 
hesitations stemming 
from isolated assessments 
and the infiltration of an 
agenda that marginalizes 
local development efforts.

October 2015

AID AND DEVELOPMENT

Development in crisis: threats to human  
well-being in the Global South and  
Global North.  
Blumberg, Rae Lesser and Samuel Cohn, editors. New 
York: Routledge, 2015.

This collection of case 
studies in development 
and globalization focuses 
on threats to growth and 
human welfare throughout 
the world. It examines 
topics such as gender 
inequality, indigenous land 
claims, state capacity, and 
class inequality.
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Humanitarian ethics: a guide to the morality  
of aid in war and disaster. Slim, Hugo. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2015.  

What does it take to be an 
ethical humanitarian worker? 
What is humanitarian neutrality? 
This book aims to answer these 
questions and more to help aid 
workers respond to the ethical 
dilemmas they face. 

HISTORY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Listen, Yankee!: why Cuba matters. Hayden, Tom. 
New York: Seven Stories Press, 2015.

Through access to key figures from both Cuba and 
America, Hayden provides insight into the relationship 

between the two countries. He 
interweaves the story of his own 
efforts to effect political change 
in the U.S. with that of the 
transformation simultaneously 
occurring in Cuba. Chapter topics 
include the Cuban Revolution, 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, JFK’s 
assassination, the Clinton years, 
and rescuing Elián González.

Yemen: revolution, civil war and unification. 
Rabi, Uzi. London: I.B. Taurus, 2015.

Rabi provides a modern chronicle of Yemen, tracing 
its twentieth-century history from the revolutions and 
civil war in the 1960s, unification and the rise of Islamic 
extremism in the 1990s, the 
rise of al-Qaida in the post 9/11 
world, to the 2011 uprisings and 
Obama-era drone strikes. He 
examines how Yemen changed 
from a traditional society to 
one of revolutions and foreign 
intervention, and analyzes the 
political and economic facets of 
the state and its failings.

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS,  
AND GOVERNANCE

Contentious elections: from ballots to 
barricades. Norris, Pippa, Richard W. Frank, and Ferran 
Martínez i Coma, editors. New York: Routledge, 2015.

Editors from the Electoral Integrity Project examine 
contentious elections and the degrees of severity to 
which challenges to these events take place. They 

compiled research from scholars 
and theorize that contentious 
elections follow the following 
process: problems of electoral 
malpractice erode confidence 
in electoral authorities, spur 
peaceful protests demonstrating 
against the outcome, which in 
severe cases lead to outbreaks  
of violence.
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Democracy in Central Asia: competing 
perspectives and alternative strategies. 
Omelicheva, Mariya Y. Lexington, KY: The University 
Press of Kentucky, 2015.

Central Asia is commonly viewed from a Western foreign 
policy perspective to be “democracy resistant,” having 
experienced differing forms of authoritarianism since the 
Soviet Union’s collapse. Omelicheva reveals that Central 

Asia has developed views of 
democracy more in line with 
Russian and Chinese models 
rather than Western nations by 
providing a comparative view 
of the complexity behind global 
notions of good governance 
rather than focusing on the 
democratizing strategies pursued 
by one agent.

Making and unmaking nations: war, leadership, 
and genocide in modern Africa. Straus, Scott. 
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2015.

Through a comparison of 
Rwanda, Sudan, Mali, Côte 
d’Ivoire, and Senegal, Straus 
investigates why some major 
crises escalate to genocide while 
others do not. He finds that the 
ways in which leaders frame 
threats and define goals shape 
strategies of violence and are 
central to what leads to or away 
from genocide. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

From the other side of the world: 
extraordinary entrepreneurs, unlikely places. 
Bayrasli, Elmira. New York: Public Affairs, 2015.

Bayrasli highlights seven 
entrepreneurs from non-
Western countries who are 
overcoming obstacles to create 
businesses that generate jobs 
and economic growth. She 
demonstrates how creative 
development similar to that 
which occurred in Silicon Valley 
in the 1960s is occurring in some 
of the most challenging societies 
throughout the world.

A political economy of the Middle East. 
Cammett, Melani, Ishac Diwan, Alan Richards, and  
John Waterbury. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2015.

In its fourth edition, this text examines the economic 
development processes, state systems and policies, and 
social actors in the Middle East. Section topics include 
political regimes in the Middle 
East, water and food security, 
the rise and fall of state-
led development, impact of 
demographic change, and conflict 
and the military. It includes new 
chapters on the growth of oil 
economies, the rise of “crony 
capitalism,” and an exploration of 
the causes and aftermath of the 
Arab uprisings. Image: www.amazon.com
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EDUCATION

Education and empowered citizenship in Mali. 
Bleck, Jaimie. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
2015.

Since the transition to multiparty democracy in 1991, 
primary school enrollment in Mali has almost tripled. 
Utilizing a survey conducted before the 2012 coup d’état, 
in addition to exit polls and 
interviews, Bleck analyzes the 
relationship between parents’ 
and students’ experiences with 
education and their current 
participation in politics. She 
concludes that education plays 
a major role in empowering 
citizens and increasing political 
participation.

Students, computers and learning: making the 
connection. OECD. Paris: OECD Publishing, 2015.

This report explores how education systems and 
schools are integrating information and communication 
technology (ICT) into students’ learning experiences. 
It discusses the digital divide that is linked to numerous 

factors including students’ 
socio-economic status, gender, 
and geographic location. The 
study shows that in order to 
succeed and fully participate in 
the digitized societies, all students 
must first be equipped with 
basic literacy and numeracy skills. 
USAID staff may download this 
book from the OECD iLibrary.

Quality standards, value chains, and 
international development: economic and 
political theory. Swinnen, Johan, Koen Deconinck, 
Thijs Vandemoortele, and Anneleen Vandeplas.  
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

With the growth in global value chains and increasingly 
demanding quality standards, come concerns about 

the impact of value chains on 
development and poverty. The 
authors provide an analysis of the 
economic and political factors 
that determine the level of quality 
standards and their economic 
effects along the value chain. 
They also examine the efficiency 
effects and distributional 
consequences of these trends on 
global trade and development.

Why information grows: the evolution of  
order, from atoms to economies. Hidalgo, César. 
New York: Basic Books, 2015.

Hidalgo links the growth of economies to the growth 
of order and argues that economies grow depending 

on how people, firms, and the 
networks they form make use 
of information. He explains that 
economic development has 
historically occurred in places 
where networks of people have 
valued creativity and imagination 
to produce physical order or 
information.
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GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

Women and girls rising: progress and resistance 
around the world. Chesler, Ellen and Terry 
McGovern, editors. New York: Routledge, 2016.

This volume documents the 
accomplishments and setbacks of 
the global women’s movement 
in modern history and questions 
where and why progress has met 
with resistance. Section topics 
include: establishing new norms 
at the UN, women’s rights at the 
national and local levels, achieving 
economic justice, elimination of 
child marriage, and climate justice.

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Conflicts in conservation: navigating towards 
solutions. Redpath, Stephen M., R.J. Gutiérrez, Kevin 
A. Wood and Juliette C. Young, editors. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, 2015.

Changing land use patterns, 
over-exploitation, pollution, 
climate change, and invasive 
species present challenges and 
create conflict in biodiversity 
management at local and global 
levels. In this volume, contributors 
present case studies of conflict 
throughout the world and analyze 
new strategies for conservation.

Confronting climate uncertainty in water 
resources planning and project design: the 
decision tree framework. Ray, Patrick A. and  
Casey M. Brown. Washington, DC: The World Bank 
Group, 2015.

The World Bank presents a 
tool to tackle long-term climate 
uncertainty in water projects. 
This decision tree framework 
aims to help project managers 
and development practitioners 
to evaluate potential climate risks 
by first screening for climate 
vulnerabilities and then helping 
assess and develop plans to 
manage climate and other risks. 
USAID staff may download this book from the World 
Bank eLibrary.

The environments of the poor in South Asia: 
simultaneously reducing poverty, protecting the 
environment, and adapting to climate change. 
Sinha, Anushree, Armin Bauer, and Paul Bullen, editors. 
New Delhi, India: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Changes to the environment 
greatly affect the lives of the 
poor in Southeast Asia. This text 
includes numerous studies of the 
environment-poverty relationship 
in the region and is organized 
by environmental area including 
dryland, coastal, floodland, 
upland, and slumland.
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A guide to global mental health practice: seeing 
the unseen. Katz, Craig L. and Jan Schuetz-Mueller. 
New York: Routledge, 2015.

Based on the authors’ experience 
implementing mental health 
programs in development 
settings, this text serves as a 
primer for those addressing 
mental health issues in a global 
setting. It is structured by 
topic including: organizing for 
global mental health, clinical 
interventions, unique practice 
populations, and special issues 
such as stigma, and psychiatric abuses.

Socio-ecological dimensions of infectious 
diseases in Southeast Asia. Morand, Serge,  
Jean-Pierre Dujardin, Régine Lefait-Robin, and Chamnarn 
Apiwathnasorn, editors. Singapore: Springer, 2015.

With contributions from researchers in history, sociology, 
veterinary sciences, and environmental sciences, among 
others, this book takes a multi-disciplinary approach to 
the study of the socio-ecological dimensions of infectious 

diseases in Southeast Asia. 
The volume is divided into the 
following sections: 1) infectious 
diseases and societies, 2) socio-
economic systems and health, 3) 
global changes, land use changes 
and vector-borne diseases, 4) 
monitoring and data acquisition, 
5) managing health risks, and 6) 
developing strategies.

A place-based perspective of food in society. 
Fitzpatrick, Kevin M. and Don Willis, editors. New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.

This collection of essays examines 
the food-place relationship and 
explores topics including: the 
history of food and agriculture, 
the political economy of food 
systems, and the societal 
consequences of the changing 
food-place relationship. The 
contributors also present ideas to 
solve pressing issues such as the 
global food crisis.

HEALTH, NUTRITION & POPULATION

Applying modeling to improve health and 
economic policy decisions in the Americas:  
the case of noncommunicable diseases.  
OECD/PAHO. Washington, DC: PAHO, 2015.

The book introduces several models for assessing health 
and economic policies in relation to noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs) in the Americas. It aims to stimulate 

the use of economic modeling as 
a tool to support the decision-
making process for NCD 
interventions, and to encourage 
investment in cost-effective 
strategies for healthy living and 
NCD prevention in the region. 
USAID staff may download this 
book from the OECD iLibrary.
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Water, sanitation and hygiene in humanitarian 
contexts: reflections on current practice.  
Carter, Richard C., editor. Warwickshire, UK: Practical 
Action Publishing, 2015.

This text presents information on humanitarian WASH 
responses, examining research gaps and analyzing the 

most effective means of providing 
clean water in various settings. 
Chapter topics include: water and 
wastes in the West African Ebola 
outbreak, menstrual hygiene 
management in humanitarian 
emergencies, bulk water 
treatment performance, and 
urban armed conflicts and water 
services.

Image: www.amazon.com

LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN

God loves Haiti: a novel. Léger, Dimitry Elias.  
New York: HarperCollins, 2015.

The first lady has left her lover 
locked in a closet at the National 
Palace as she attempts to escape 
Port-au-Prince with her husband, 
soon to be ex-President. It is in 
this moment that the earthquake 
hits, interrupting her plans and 
altering their lives. This story of 
romance, politics, and religion 
traces the fates of three lovers 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and the 
challenges they face readjusting 
to life after an earthquake 
devastates their city. 

ASIA

She weeps each time you’re born: a novel.  
Barry, Quan. New York: Pantheon Books, 2014.

Rabbit, born under mysterious 
circumstances on the Song 
Ma River at the peak of the 
war, can hear the voices of 
the dead. Through the use of 
magic realism, the novel tells the 
history of Vietnam from French 
Indochina through the post-war 
reunification, following Rabbit’s 
journey as she unearths the true 
history of Vietnam and attempts 
to create a space for herself in it. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Learning Tableau: how data visualization brings 
business intelligence to life. Milligan, Joshua N. 
Birmingham, UK: Packt Publishing, 2015.

This book provides tips and tricks for beginning and 
experienced users of Tableau, a tool that helps users 
understand and answer complex questions about their 
data. It teaches readers to analyze data by creating data 
visualizations, perform analysis 
by blending data from different 
sources, create interactive 
dashboards to share data stories, 
and enhance visualizations with 
custom formatting. Tableau is 
available on a workstation in the 
USAID Library.  
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MIDDLE EAST.

The hilltop: a novel. Gavron, Assaf. New York: 
Scribner, 2014.

In Ma’aleh Hermesh C., a Jewish settlement on the 
West Bank, Gabi Kupper’s life is disturbed by the arrival 
of his brother Roni who arrives penniless after years of 
seeking fortune in America. Roni plans to sell “artisanal” 
olive oil from Ma’aleh Hermesh 
C. to Tel Aviv yuppies, but the 
outpost becomes the focus of an 
international diplomatic scandal 
when an American journalist 
stumbles into the settlement. 
Gavron satirically examines the 
complex reality of life in Israel, 
the West Bank settlers, and 
the nation’s relationship to the 
United States.

MANAGEMENT AND CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT

The art of social media: power tips for power 
users. Kawasaki, Guy and Peg Fitzpatrick. New York: 
Portfolio/Penguin, 2014.

Kawasaki and Fitzpatrick supply 
over 100 practical tips and 
insights about producing a 
focused, interesting presence on 
popular social media platforms. 
They provide instruction on how 
to elevate your profile, integrate 
social media and blogging, 
respond to comments, get more 
followers, and optimize for 
individual platforms.

The innovators: how a group of hackers, 
geniuses, and geeks created the digital 
revolution. Isaacson, Walter. New York: Simon  
& Schuster, 2014.

From the author of the 2011 biography of Steve Jobs, 
comes a book on the history of the digital revolution. 
Isaacson begins with Ada Lovelace, Lord Byron’s daughter, 
who pioneered computer 
programming in the 1840s and 
goes on to explore other talents 
who fostered innovation and 
teamwork including Vannevar 
Bush, Alan Turing, John von 
Neumann, J.C.R. Licklider, Doug 
Engelbart, Robert Noyce, Bill 
Gates, Steve Wozniak, and Larry 
Page, among others.
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Contact the Knowledge Services Center for assistance at ksc@usaid.gov

To receive due diligence support or for further inquiries regarding this service 
please send an email to ksc@usaid.gov.

Do you know?

� Financial snapshots and credit ratings

� Concise company profiles and  
     business news

� Financial, competitive and stock  
    information, mergers and acquisitions,  
    and research and analysis reports

The USAID Library provides due diligence support materials to USAID staff to help them 
determine a firm’s viability as a potential partner for USAID. Included in the due diligence 
packages are:

� Key financial health information, litigation  
    and IP information, and executive  
    backgrounds

� Articles from newspapers and magazines  
    that may provide insight on controversies,  
    development funding and programs, and  
    related business involvements
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