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BACKGROUND AND FURPOSE OF THE INQUIRY

Background: The Government of Vietnam (dVN) is planning a program
of land ident;fication for areas inhabited by Montagnards, The seven
completely highland provinces of Darlac, Kontum, Lam Dong, Phu

Bon, Pleiku, Quang Duc and Tuyen Duc will ha';re priority. The program

will grant Montagnard hamlets title to lands their members customarily

farm.

To assist the major GVN agencies involved, the Ministry of Land
Reform, Agriculture and Fisheries Development (MLRAF) and the
Ministry for the Developmen‘t of Ethnic Minorities (MDEM), the Office
of the-Associa.te Director of USAID for Land Reform (ADLR, USAID)
is endeavoring to ascertain the following of Montagnard hamlets in the
. above provinces:

1. | What percentage practice shifting agriculture and what
percentage farm the same plots e.very‘ -crop year;

Z. How much land is now being used.by Montagnard ham-
1e:1:s, and whether for shifting or settled agriculture;

3. Wi:mether Montagnards in hamlets relocated because of the
war desire to ;atay where they are or return to their
original farming areas;

4. Approximately how many ethnic Vietnamese are farming
land ;\?vithin Montagnard hamlets, and approximately how

{

many plots and hectares are involved,
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Field work un problems 1 and 2 has been done by Dean Stanton of
ADLR and reported separately. 'The purposes of this research are

to discover,\if possible, answers to problems 3 and 4.



THE RESEARCH DESIGN

Method: Interviewers, each team of which included ethnic Montagnards,
were sent into provinces in the /highlands. With the assistance of pro-
vince and district Vietnamese and American offic{alxls they found Mon-
tagnard hamlets which have been relocated during the pést five years
because of the war. There they inter\r_ieWed Montagnard hamlet chiefs
or deputy chiefs, Instructions to interviewers and the questions put

to respondents are giv&n in Appendix A,

The Sample: Interview teamé were available in only three of the seven
completely highland provinces: Darlac, Pleiku, and Tuyen Duc. It was
desirable to use the teams in their native provinces to minimize langﬁage
problems and avoid social t‘mrriers between interviewers and Montag-
nard hamlet officials. Persons of ADLR, USAID having knowledge of
and experience in the highlands state that the provinces selected are repre-
sentative of relocation and land use problems in the seven-province
pfétea.u region.

Interviewers obtained data in thirty relocated Montagnard hamlets in
Darlac (25% of all relocated Montagnard hamlets of A, B, or C security
status); in twenty in Pleiku (17% of all of A, B, or C security status)

and in seventeen in Tuyen Duc (100% of all of A, B, C, or D security




status), 1 It was not possible to sample truly randc;mly. . The sample

is 20% of all relocated Montagnard hamlets.(of A, B, C, or D security
status) in thEa three provinces sampled, It is 12% of all relocated
Montagnard hamlets (of A, B, C, or D ?.ecurity status) in the entire
seven-province plateau. Assuming relocated Montagnard hamlets under
GVN control are similar in ability to adapt to new farming and living
sites, in ties to tradition, and in proximity to ethnic Vietnamese, one
can be about 87% confident that the findings are within T13% of the cir-

" cumstances of all Montagnards under GVN control in the highlands.

A

The é{istricts and Montagnard hamlets sampled are éivc_an in Appendix

!

Bl

1 Hamlet Evaluation Survey (HES) as of 31 July 1970,



RESULTS

‘According t¢ their hamlet chiefs:
61%.of the Montagnard hamlets \_.va.-nt to return to their
- original Hving sites;
339, wan.t to stay where they are now;
6% report their people divided: some want to stay, some

want to return to original sites, several want to leave

where they are now and search out new sites.
Table 1 shows their desires by province, and the-reasons given.

The differences, between provinces, in those who want to return and
those who want to stay are understandable when one examines the
geography of the areas from which they came and where theya re now.
In Darlac most want to return. In Darlac many Montagnard hamlets
were moved from fertile lands (once, before the Viet Cong, known as
""Happy Valley'") to crowded areas on much less fertile and poorly
watered lands. In Tuyen Duc more want to return than want o stay,
but less than in Darlac. In Tuylen Duc Montagnard hamlets were relo-
‘cated in mountain country, good but rugged land. In Pleiku more want
to stay than want to return. In Pleiku relocated Montagnard hamlets
were set up in fertile gently rolling hill country where irrigated‘rice can

be grown. In Pleiku urban jobs are moderately eaaf to find,
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TABLE 1

MONTAGNARD DESIRE TO STAY. OR RETURN TO
A - - .

ORIGINAL SITES

Percentage of
Hamlets in which
Inhabitants;

in
Darlac

in
Tuyen
Duc

in
Pleiku

Reasons: (from most
to least frequent)

Overwhelmingly want
to return to original
land sites

Overwhelmingly want
to stay where they
I1IOW are

Are divided; some
want to stay, some
want to return or
search out new sites

77

16

60

30

10

40

60

There is little land
here; present sites
are very crowded;

arable land is many

kilometers away

from the hamlet; .
cne cannot raise
cattle here; there

*i8 not enough water.

They have built
houses here; the men
have jobs or are in
the military here;
life is less hard <: .
here; the old land

" was too mountainous.

100

100

100




Concerning ethnic Vietnamese farming within Montagnard hamlets:
20% of Montagnard hamlet chiefs say they don't know of any
I
(which almest certainly means there are none)

65% Bay there are none

15% Bay there are some ' .

In Montagnard hamlets in which some ethnic V{etnar;‘lese are farming
(15% of all Mor;j:agnard hamlets s'a.mpled):

'in about 50% there are from 2 to 6 Vietnamese farmers

in about 25% there are from 10 to 20

in about 20% there are 50 or more, or Ya great number"

In Montagnard hamlets in which ethnic Vietnamese are farming (15%

‘ of all Montagnard hr;a.mlets) slightly less (10%) can estimate the number
.of plots involved. Thus: R

in about 50% ethz_lic‘: Vietnamese farm 2 to 6 P].Ot; in the hamlet

"in about 30% they farm from 10 to 20 plots

"in about 20% they farm "“a great number, " 50 - 60, etc.

Concerning the hectarag' e of the‘se plots farmed by ethnic Vietnamese:
in about 40% ethnic Vietnamese farm a total of 2 to 6 hectares in
tﬁe hamlet
- in about 20% they: farm a total of 10 to :20 hectares in the hamlet

in about 40% they farm-a total of 30 to iéo'hectares'in the hamlet

\
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Conclusions:

1. Most ofithe Montagnards prefer where they were before relocation

to where they are now. Most want to return to the hill country

life of swidden agriculture, cattle faising, and abundant land.

2. None, however, contemplate returning to their original hamlet
gites in the near future. The following excerpts from hamlet

chiefs! and deputy hamlet chiefs' comments illustrate this:

From Darlac: All the pecple in this hamlet want to return. . .
but when they return there the GVN forces must
provide them with security protection; otherwise

they won't return.

Yes, we all want to return very much, but not

until perfect security is observed . . .

1

Yes, everyone is willing to return . . . where they
-may have farm land to till, places to raise domestic
animals, vegetables and fish . . . but returning

there now is impossible . . . .
From Pleiku: We want to go back, if true peace is restored,

We will return to the old village if it is secure.



People here want to return to their old hamlet
but not until true peace is restored. Even

during cease-fire they won't return.

From Tuyen Duc:  If peace is tmiy restored they will go looking

for another locality and resettle there ., , . .

Given the higher priorities of the coastal plain of Central Vietnam,
the heavily.r populated ring of provinces around Saigon, and the
delta, and the manpower needs to garrison the vast underpopulated
highland plateau, it does not seem likely that many relocated

Montagnard hamlets will return to their original living sites soon,

Intrusion into Montagnard relocated hamlets by ethnic Vietnamese
farmers is a problem in about 7% of all such hamlets. In about
3% of all such hamlets there are a "great number" of ethnic Vietnamese

farming within Montagnard hamlet boundaries,




APPENDIX A

i
Instructions: Ask at Province Headquarters for the names of Montag-
nard hamlets which have been relocated any time during the past five
years., The Deputy Province Chief for Security, or Deputy for Adminis-
tration, or representative of the Ministry for Development of Ethnic
Minorities, or Province Senior Advisor, or other CORDS personnel,
or the District Chiefs, or District Senior Advisors--any of these per-
sons W111 have this information.

Montagnard hamlets which have been relocated are almost all "B" or
"C" hamlets, Almost all are located close in to centers of security,
on the roads. They will be easy to reach. ‘

Go to any relocated Montagnard hamlet.” 'Find the Hamlet Chief or his
assistant, Write down the following: .

Name of Province -

Name of District

Name of Hamlet

Questions: Ask the following questions of the Hamlet Chief or his
assistant; .

1. Do you think most familjes in your harmlet want to go back where
they came from, or want to stay here?.

a. Most want to return
b, Most want to stay here
c. Doesn't know .

d. Other (Please write down any other answers. }

2, About how many Vietnamese farmers are growing crops in this
hamlet? By crops we do not mean commercial plantation crops like
coffee but crops to eat like rice, beans, corn, and such.

a. Number, or range (Wr1te it down) -
b. Doegn!'t know
c, Other \
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Instructions, Question 2: If necessary, ask this question several times,
It is important to learn the number of farmers, or farm families who
are Vietnamese, not the Vietnamese population. It is also important

to learn the inumber farming in the Montagnard hamlet, not the number
of Vietnamese living in the hamliet.

3. About how many plots of land are these Vietnamese farmers farming
in this hamlet? .

a, Number or range (write it down)
b, Doesn't know
c. Other

4.  About how many hectares of land are these Vietnamese farmexrs
farming in this hamlet?

a, Number or range (write it down)
b. Doesn't know
c. Other
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Di dén bat o ap dinh CIf ngu!di Thugng nao ’ tim’ gap Trﬂdng Ap hogc ngdo‘l phu

t.é.. ghi la:. cac chi ‘t.iet sau 3

Ten Tinh

! Tén Qu@n H

-

Tén ftp

chu HOT : HOL Trudng Ap hofic ngudi phy ta céc ciu hol sau i

1. Ong ¢o nghi ring da 80 q.';.c gla dinh trong ;p muon trd ve Buon (Sdc)

et hav muon o lai day?
a. Da ss mgn ‘t.rc’f VB
b, Ba sg mugn b lai

c. Khorz bist

d. T kien khac (xin ghi lai tat ca mod ¥ ki'én) :

2, 06 bao nhlau nang dan ng\i'&i
Kinh t.rong t.rot. hoa mau trong
ALY
ap nay? Noi den hoa MAu khong
6 ngh:u.a 12 ds cap d8n céc don
dien co ti'.nh cach thﬂcmg mal
trong loai cay nhu ca-phe s nhung
na 1a cac loai ngu ¢oc dé @n nhu
gao, dz.tu, ngo VeVieso

ki ~
CHYL DAN :

Neu can, hoi lai cau hoi nay nhisu
lan. Dieu quan trong 13 hoi cho
b:Let. 56 nong dan hay gia dinh lam
rugng ngutd:L Kinh, chi khong Eh 1
biet dan so ngﬂdl K:th Con dieu
quan trong mia 1la phal bitt so ng\io‘i
lam ruon song ‘t.rong ap Thlto‘ng, chit
khong phai BO ngxio‘i. Kinh song trong

&pt

a. Cho cca 80 dfch thye hodc vao khoa.ng tu bao nhidu tdi. bao nhiéu

(ghi lay)
A o
be. Khong biet
\
~ ’
* ¢¢ GChi tiet khac
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i

3o Vao }choang bao nhifu thua datb dudc nong dan ngddi Kinh dang canh tac
tai ap nay? )

a. Cho so afch thyc hodc vao khoang t2 bao nhifu tdl bao nhiéu
(ghi 1ay). :

b. Khong bist

¢. Chi £i6t khic (xin ghi lal t3t ca moi chi 18t) & °

h. GO khoang bao nhidu mau dat do cac nong dan ngudi Kinh nay dang canh
tac trong ap?

a. Cho 56 chinh xac hay vao khoang X bao nhisu 31 bao nhidu
(eni 13y).

b. Khong bist

¢. Chi t16t khae (xin ghi lal tb ca moi chi $48t) :
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APPENDIX B

PROVINCES, DISTRICTS, - AND MONTAGNARD HAMLETS SAMPLED

Province

Darlac

Pleiku

L0
L
\

, District

Banmethuot

Phuoc An

Le Trung

14
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Buon (Hamlet)

Drao

Ye A
Bour
Ea-Kao
Ebung
Ea Tieu
Kram B
Ea-Pur
Enao B
Hixrah
Kbu
Erang

U

Nui
Kreh A
Ea Po
Pu-Hueh
Kang
Kreh B
Dha Kma
Ea Bong

Cu Pam
Cu Enun B
Jat

Cu Phiang
Tlier
Bhung

Cu Sren
Yang Bong
Hang Mdu

Thong Kop

De Krot

De Hrel

De Hrak

Plei Brep Ie
Plei Brep Tih



T

Province

Pleiku
(Cont ! dn ) *

Tuyen Duc

w

District

Le Trung
(cont'd. )

Don Duong

Duc Trong

Liac Duong

* Sometimes spelled Kadeune!
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Buon (Hamlet)

Plei Gol
Plei Bla
De Angleh
De Got
Dak Hiam
De Goh
De Drot
De Klanh

*De Yol

De Mong
De Thung
De Doa
De Tul
Daktrok

Kado

Ta ly
Prongo

Suoi Thong A
Ka Don#*

Komdorate
Da Wing .
Dame A
Dame B
Pririong
R Chai
Dagun
Koglam

Klongeur A
Klongeur B
Darahoa A
Darahoa C
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