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WGBH-TV, Boston 
125 Western Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 021'34 Grant Period: 8/87-2/90 

WGBH-TV, Boston's educational television station, in collaboration with scholars 
at the Harvard Institute for International Development and policy analysts 
around the U.S., developed for national broadcast broadcast a four-part public 
television series, entitled LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE. The series, 
formerly called "Breakthroughs on Hunger," was designed to help stimulate public 
thinking about the prospects for reducing world hunger, and the stakes for 
Americans. More specifically, the four programs explored a variety of questions 
about development such as: "Why are people hungry around the world? Why are 
there poor nations? Is development possible? What is development?" 

Planners of the series sought to develop, and test, new models for extending the 
benefits of the broadcast beyond the usual PBS audience through a concept called 
the "Public Involvement Component" (PIG). The PIG had two parts: 

( 1) Concluding the four-part series with a program designed as a forum to 
help Americans think through what impact America's aid and trade policies have 
on economic growth in developing countries, and the implications for America's 
own economic prospects in the years ahead. 

(2) Inviting PVOs to take advantage of the heightened public awareness 
generated by the TV broadcast to stage correlative workshops and educational 
activities of their own. 

The AID grant enabled the PVO networking for the "Public Involvement Component" 
to proceed simultaneously with the production of the TV series. It also has 
supported research and development for the "choices for Americans" aspects of 
the concluding program, as well as discussion-guide print materials. 

The TV series was successfully broadcast nationwide on PBS during May of 1990. 
Some 80 percent of the public television stations -- an extremely high 
percentage -- carried the program during the national feed. With the help of 
the PIG network groups, the "choices for Americans" program was also 
successfully completed. Discussion focusing print materials, including the 
Teachers Guide and a Show Four guide, were disseminated to 28 ,000 schools across 
the nation and to the participating PVOs. The companion book, entitled 
"Breakthroughs on Hunger," was published b_y Smithsonian Institution Press. 

The PIG process also successfully developed models by which a TV-based 
development education effort could reach beyond the usual PBS audience. The 
extent to which these models could be tried on the ground by PVO organizations 
was impaired by various unanticipated factors, including unexpected variability 
in PBS broadcast scheduling. However, long after the first national broadcast, 
both the video and print materials were being purchased and used by PVOs and 
development educators in universities across the nation, showing that the 
educational concept is meeting real needs and will have a long shelf life. 

Project Contacts: Richard M. Harley 617-497-4424 
Elise Storck 202-529-3210 



1 

INTRODUCTION 

The "Breakthrough on Hunger" television project was conceived as an 
experiment in narrowing the gap between popular understanding of the world 
hunger challenge and advances in understanding how to alleviate it. With 
better public understanding of 11 what works" and "what's needed," it was 
hoped, Americans would be in a better position to support improved public 
and private involvement in further reductions of hunger in the 
years ahead. 

Two main vehicles were selected for achieving the experiment's goals: 
( 1) production of a major public television event, with correlative study 
materials in print, and ( 2) establishment of a citizen involvement campaign, 
spearheaded by private voluntary organizations with a concern for reducing 
global hunger. The term "experiment" here is used advisedly, for from the 
outset, it was realized that no effort quite like this, or with quite this 
scope, had been tried before. 

The following summarizes the final outcomes of the television event and the 
citizen involvement activities. 

THE TELEVISION EVENT AND ANCILLARY PRINT MATERIALS 

1. Production of the TV series 

A major four-part public television series was successfully produced, 
entitled LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE (formerly "Breatkthrough on 
Hunger"). Production was undertaken by the Boston-based television company, 
World Development Productions, Inc., first in cooperation with public 
television station WGBH-TV in Boston and, in the final stages, South 
Carolina ETV. Research and development involved close collaboration with 
development experts around the world and educators associated with American 
PVOs involved in development. A summary of the extent of this partnership 
between producers and educators, along with an overview of the series, can 
be seen in the Teachers Guide, pages 15-17. Financial backing for series 
production came from an outstanding line-up of corporate and foundation 
sources, including Kraft General Foods and Nabisco Brands, Inc., the 
Rockefeller, Ford and MacArthur Foundations, the Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation, the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and UNICEF. 

2. Broadcast of the TV Series Nationwide in Prime Time 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE was first broadcast nationally in May of 
1990 on PBS. The national "feed" on four Monday nights of May was picked up 
for same-time broadcast by (what is considered) a very high percentage of 
the 318 public television stations nationwide -- about 80 percent. Nearly 
all the rest of the stations scheduled the series for an alternative time in 
May, some later in the summer. By the Fall of 1990, many stations were 
rebroadcasting the series a second time. 
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3. Production of High-:Quality Companion Print Materials 

With the help of grants from the US Agency for International Development, 
the W .K. Kellogg Foundation and USA for Africa, a Teachers Guide was 
produced (enclosed). Production was carried out by the Print Projects 
division of WGBH-'TV in Boston, with the editorial supervision from the 
President of World Development Productions, Richard M. Harley. The guide 
was sent free to 28, 000 teachers in schools and colleges across the nation 
in advance of the broadcast, thanks to a grant from the W .K. Kellogg 
Foundation. 

Also released in conjunction with the series was a companion book, 
"Breakthroughs on Hunger: A Journalist's Encounter with Global Change" by 
Richard M. Harley. The book was published by Smithsonian Institution Press. 
While it included some subject matter that was not in the TV series, the 
book maintained a general correspondence with the structure and themes of 
the series. Together with the TV case studies, the Series-Guide-Book 
package provides teachers and students of development a fresh set of case 
studies in a user-friendly, non-technical form, though solidly grounded on 
contemporary scholarship. (The enclosed Series-Book Brochure was designed 
to aid teachers wanting to know the specific cases available.) 

In addition to these print resources, participating religious organizations 
produced a guide for congregational study. The "lnterreligious Coalition 
for Breakthrough on Hunger" was one of two citizen-involvement networks 
formed in the late 1980s to take advantage of the TV broadcast for 
educational purposes. Through ecumenical dialogue, and with its own 
resources, the Interreligious Coalition included in its study guide some 
religious perspectives of relevance to issues covered by the TV series. 

4. Production of a Concluding TV Program Designed to Focus 
Public Discussion on Policy Choices for the Future. along 
with Discussion Guide and Feedback Postcards for Viewer Groups 

Research for Show Four in the TV series -- "The Global Connection" -- was 
undertaken with the help of a research grant from the US Agency for 
International Development and the W .K. Kellogg Foundation. Filming takes 
viewers behind the scenes in international negotiations on trade, debt and 
protectionism, drawing the linkages between policies in the US and the 
ability of impoverished nations to progress. The feedback we have received 
on this program (and the others) by experts and viewer groups has been 
extremely positive, citing the handling of complex issues with skill and 
balance. The reaction of Robert Havener, President of Winrock 
International, is typical: "My heartiest congratulations to you and your 
colleagues for having mobilized and executed a very impressive and important 
product." 

In the early stages of the series development it was hoped that the 
concluding program of the series would be followed by a live 
viewer-interactive discussion program, a fifth program in the series. 
However, in sufficient funds were available to produce a fifth program. As a 



3 

fallback, plans for the fifth program wer:e dropped and Program Four -- "The 
Global Connection" was adapted to serve as the sole policy choices 
centerpiece. 

To complement the final "choices for the future" program, discussion guide 
materials were produced. These appear in the Teachers Guide and a separate 
print piece (enclosed). Through extensive research -- again, made possible 
partly by grants from US A.I.D. and the Kellogg Foundation -- these guides 
highlighted in non-technical language the stakes behind legislative 
initiatives and negotiations that would affect global efforts to reduce 
poverty and hunger. The guides were made available to all participating 
PVOs that requested them, in the numbers they wanted (see Report of Network 
Coordinator Elise Storck below) • PVO viewer groups were also offered two 
postcards by which they could write their congresspersons and provide 
producers with feedback on their experience viewing the series. (See the 
attached discussion guide and postcard.) 

5. Pre-broadcast Outreach in the Press 

Large and smalltown newspapers across the nation carried news and reviews of 
the "Local Heroes 11 series. (See the "Report on Publicity 11 booklet) Perhaps 
it is a sign of the times that reviewers at a paper like the New York Times 
would decide to bypass the world's "Local Heroes" and devote their attention 
instead to a Connie Chung interview with talk show host Arsenio Hall. But 
dozens of major papers -- from Baltimore to Los Angeles, from Chicago to 
Dallas -- did give priority to "Local Heroes." Also of interest for 
grassroots participation in the series, many smalltown papers and religious 
news vehicles provided coverage. 

6. Post-Broadcast Distribution for TV Video and Print Products 

Arrangements were made for ongoing distribution of the TV series and its 
correlative print products. The TV series is being distributed by two 
organizations: ( 1) general institutional sales are being handled by the 
series' PBS "presenting station" South Carolina ETV; and ( 2) distribution to 
religious organizations is handled (at a discounted price) by Gateway Films 
in Philadelphia. The companion book is available through its publisher, 
Smithsonian Institution Press. The Teachers Guide, sent before broadcast to 
28, 000 teachers in schools and colleges nationwide, is still available 
through Alternatives, Inc. in Atlanta, GA. Finally, the series/book 
brochure was sent to some 200 college and university departments that have 
courses in development studies. (See at the end of this report the appendix 
"Publicity for Final Products," and on details for ordering, the TV /book 
brochure's panel on "Ordering Information. 11

) 

7. Broadcast in Japan 

In the month of January 1990, the Japanese counterpart of America's Public 
Broadcasting Service (NHK) is broadcasting LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE. 
Japan is now the largest donor of foreign aid, and is anxious to help 
educate its people on the lessons of other donor countries. 
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PUBLICITY FOR FINAL PRODUCTS 

List of Universities and Development Organizations 
Notified about Availability of the PBS Television Series 
"Local Heroes. Global Change• and the Companion Book. 
"Breakthroughs on Hunger: A Journalist's Encounter with 
Global Change• · · 

Winter, 1990 

Organizations Involved in Development 

Adventist Devlopment and Relief Agency 
Africare 
Agricultural Cooperative Development International 
African Development Foundation 
African-American Institute 
African Methodist Episcopal Church Service and Development 
Agricultural Cooperative Developmnet International 
American Association of School Administrators 
American Baptist Church 
American Development Foundation 
American Field Service Intercultural Programs 
American Friends of Action International 
American Friends Service Committee 
American Home Economics Ass.ociation 
American Institute for Free Labor Development 
American Jewish World Service 
American National Red Cross 
Americares Foundation 
Andean Children's Foundation 
Asia Foundation 
Asian-American Free Labor Institute 
Assistance International 
Asterisk Productions 
Bread for the World 
Brother to Brother International Inc. 
Brother's Brother Foundation 
CARE 
COD EL 
Catholic Relief Services 
Center for Rural Affairs 
Center to Prevent· Childhood Malnutrition 
Christian Children's Fund 
Christian Outreach Appeal 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
Church of the Brethren 
Church World Ser vice 
Citizens' Network for Foreign Affairs 
Community of Caring 
Consortium for Internatio·nal Cooperation in Highe r Educaton 



Communications for Development 
Compassion International 
Consortium for Community Self-Help 
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Cooperative Projects in International Education 
Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere (CARE) 
Coordination in Development 
Council for International Development 
The Covenant House 
Direct Relief International 
Domestic /Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church 
Equity for Africa 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Experiment in International Living 
Feed My People International 
Feed the Children 
Food Corps, Inc. 
Food First 
Food for the Hungry, Inc. 
Food for the Poor, Inc. 
Foundation for the People's of the South Pacific 
Foundation for International Community Assistance, Inc. 
Friends of Children, Inc. 
Friends World Consultation Committee 
Global Educators 
Global Environment Project Institute 
Global Learning 
Global Tomorrow 
Harvard Institute of International Development 
Help International, Inc. , 
Holt International Children's Services 
Hunger Project 
Institute for International Education 
Inter Action 
Interfaith Hunger Appeal 
International Alliance for Children 
International Child ·Care/ USA 
Internatonal Institute for Rural Reconstruction 
International Lifeline, Inc. 
International Rescue Committee 
IDC 
IFAD 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod 
Lutheran World Relief 
Manttou Foundat~n 
Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Economic Development Association 
Mercer 
Mercy Corps International 
Mershon Center 
Missions for Africa Self- Help Rural Community Development 
Myrin Institute 
NCBA 
National Committee .for World Food Day 



OEF International 
Overseas Development Network 
Pan American Development Foundation 
People to People Foundation 
People's Translation Service 
Philippine Good Shepherd, Inc. 
Population Institute 
Population Reference Bureau 
Presbyterian Church in the USA 
Presbyterian Hunger Program 
Project Concern International 
Project Orbis 
Project Mercy 
Reformed Church in America 
Results 
Rotary International 
SID-USA Chapters Center 
Salvation Army World Service Office 
Save the Children 
Share and Care Foundation for India 
Society for Nutrition Education 
Trade and Development Program- Reeves 
Trickle-up Program, Inc. 
United Church of Christ World Ministries 
United Methodist Commission on Relief 
US Agency for International Development 
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Victoria International Development Education Association 
VOCA 
Winrock International 
World Care, Inc. 
World Concern Development Organization 
World Neighbors, Inc. 
World Rehabilitation Fund 
World Relief Corporation 
World Resources Institute 
World Share, Inc. _ 
World Vision Relief a Development Organization 
WorldWise 2000 
Young Men's Christian Association of the USA 
Young Women's Christian Association of the USA 

Colleges and Universities 

Adelphi University 
American Association of State . Colleges and Universities 
American Association of Community and Junior Colleges 
American University 
Auburn 
Boston University 
Brookings Institution 
Brown 
California State 
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Center for Multi-National and Comparative Education 
Clark 
Clemson 
Colorado State 
Columbia 
Consortium for International Development 
Cornell 
Drexel 
Duke 
Eastern 
Equity Policy Center 
Florida A a M 
Florida International University 
George Mason University 
Harvard Institute of International Development 
Harvard School of Public Health 
Hood 
Hoover Institution 
Immaculate Heart College 
Indiana University 
Institute for Development Anthropology 
Institute for Contemporary Studies 
Inter-American University Council for Economic and Social 

Development 
International Food Policy Research 
Iona College 
Iowa State 
John Hopkins 
Lesley 
Lincoln 
Massachusetts Global Education Program 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
·Michigan State 
Midwest Universities Consortium for International Activities 
National Bureau of Economic Research 
New Hampshhe College 
Ohio University · 
Organization for Tropical Studies 
Princeton 
Research Triangle Institute 
Saint Francis Xavier University 
School for International Training 
School for Global Education- Livonia, MI Public Schools 
Sequoia Institute 
Smith 
Southern Illinois University 
Stanford 
Swarthmore 
Syracuse 
Tufts 
University of Arizona 
University of Arkansas 
University of California at Berkeley 
University of Connecticut 



University of Denver 
University of Florida 
University of Georgia 
University of Illinois 
University of Maryland 
University of Minnesota 
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University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Oregon 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Rhode Island 
University of South Carolina 
University of Toronto 
University of Utah 
University of Virginia 
University of Washington 
University of Wisconsin 
University of York, GB 
Virginia Polytechnical Institute 
West Virginia University 
World Center for Development Training 
World College West 
World Policy Institute 
Yale 



4 

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Overview 

From the outset, a goal of the "Breakthrough on Hunger" experiment was to 
involve the non-expert public in educational activities. This was done 
through what is called the "Public Involvement Component" (or PIC). A 
detailed report on the results of PIC efforts was prepared by the 
Coordinator of the General Network, Elise Stork, and is included in what 
follows. First, however, an overview. 

The PIC first involved production of the above-mentioned "choices for the 
future" program, concluding the TV series. But the PIC also required 
a collaborative network of the PVOs active in development education across 
the United States. Formation of a Citizen Involvement Network was made 
possible by grants from the US Agency for International Development, the 
W .K. Kellogg Foundation, and USA for Africa. A second network was formed of 
hunger education coordinators and communicators from over twenty national 
Christian and Jewish organizations, named the Inter religious Coalition for 
Breakthrough on Hunger. Here funding came from the participating religious 
agencies themselves. (For full listing, see the Teachers Guide, pages 
15-16) 

Both networks were given (unprecedented) opportunity to collaborate with 
producers, and furnish perspectives and advice that would help to shape the 
series' content. In hindsight, producers are convinced that this 
interactive process had great impact on bringing the TV presentations more 
in line with public needs and interests -- as the dev-ed educators perceive 
those needs. As a result, the design of the series received much praise 
among PVO partners. On seeing the final programs, many echoed the reaction 
of the representative of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., Martha 
Campbell: "I joined this Interreligious Coalition thinking, Well, here's 
PBS doing a series on development, and I'm suspicious. That was my point of 
view. As I saw it, the idea behind [producing a guide for congregational 
use] was that it would allow us to bring the religious perspective to what 
was going to be questionable •••• But when I saw the series, I was not at all 
displeased, just the opposite -- extremely impressed. The presentation 
turned out beautifully for discussion purposes, whatever someone's political 
opinions might happen to be." 

In addition, PVO partners were asked if it were possible to find new ways to 
get a wider general public involved in watching the series, and in becoming 
more active in their support for efforts to reduce hunger and poverty. 
Here, while great efforts were made to equip the agencies with innovative 
organizing models and print materials, the on-the-ground task of mabilizing 
grassroots viewing activities proved more difficult than was anticipated. 
Various unanticipated developments presented problems. But the most 
significant involved delays in scheduling the national TV broadcast. And 
these delays had much to do with late-developing problems in fundraising for. 
the TV production. 
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The problem of funding is illustrated by the situation in the Spring of 
1989. As final series filming was about to begin, a major funder (UNDP) 
reversed its prior commitments of financial support and pulled out, leaving 
a $30 U, 0 0 0 hole in the production budget. By the time other funding was 
secured and production complete, a national broadcast that was planned for 
early 1990 had to be rescheduled for May 1980. And this was not the first 
delay, caused by similar problems. The final broad cast date was not only 
later than the citizen-involvement networks had originally planned; it came 
late in the work/school year when various PVOs had more difficulty getting 
their members to be actively involved. The fundraising distractions and 
difficulties persisted right down to the final weeks before broadcast. 
Through this final period, the funds available for viewer group organizing 
also drew very low, making solid follow-through difficult. 

For these and other reasons, the citizen-involvement networks were not able 
to mobilize as wide a scope of local viewing and discussion as was 
originally hoped. More details are elaborated in the report that follows by 
Network Coordinator Elise Storck, as well as the report of the independent 
evaluator, Ruth Perot of Professional Associates, Inc. However, various 
indicators show that the citizen-involvement activities did get some very 
substantial results, constraints notwithstanding. The Publicity Report, for 
instance, evidences widespread news coverage for the series in local 
newspapers and religious periodicals around the nation. The TV production 
team attribute such publicity results largely to the activity of PVO 
partners in the Citizen-Involvement Networks. 

Meanwhile, long after the first broadcast, schools and churches are 
continuing to buy the TV video and print materials -- right up to the time 
of this writing in late 1990. Evidently, the outreach effort earlier in the 
months before broadcast had piqued widespread interest in using the programs 
for serious educational purposes. Some churches, such as Hyde Park Union 
Church in Chicago, were not at all discouraged by being unable to stage 
viewer even ts at the actual time of PB S's broadcast in May. Instead, the 
church planned and staged interfaith screening events and adult study groups 
in the Fall of 1990 -- months after the original broadcast. Such 
on-the-ground activity and publicity are indicators that do not show up in 
tabulations of direct viewer response. But they suggest that citizen 
involvement networking produced a very sizeable groundswell of local 
activity, apparently on a scale well beyond anything we have been able to 
measure. 
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This report summarizes the specific networking activities undertaken for 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE. It first traces the evolution of the 
"Citizen Involvement Network." It then recounts the role of Network 
organizations and test groups in a number of important areas: ( 1) advising 
the TV producers on content and approach, (2) promoting the TV series among 
their constituents and wider audiences, and (3) staging discussion events 
and other educational activities related to the broadcast. And since LOCAL 
HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE may provide insights as a collaborative model for 
other television projects, each section of this report concludes with some 
observations and preliminary recommendations. 

I. Evolution of the Citizen Involvement Network 

In late 1987, planners of the series (at that time called "Breakthrough on 
Hunger") hired a development education consultant to coordinate the 
formation of an ad hoc network of organizations likely to have programmatic 
interest in the telecast. The majority of these agencies have programs to 
help educate the American public about food security, international 
development, and interdependence. The first phase of outreach was funded by 
a Eiden-Pell development education grant from the US Agency for 
International Development (AID) and drew heavily on the Network 
Coordinator's professional contacts with additional organizations. 

Agencies targeted for the Network included overseas private voluntary 
organizations and coalitions (e.g. InterAction); professional and service 
organizations seeking to increase their members' competence on international 
issues (e.g. the National Association of Social Workers); groups in the 
formal education community (e.g. the International Science and Education 
Council); and farm and cooperative groups concerned about agricultural 
trade (e.g. Agricultural Cooperative Development International) • 

Religious denominations with development education and/or overseas 
development programs were not recruited because of already started 
interfaith organizing (eventually called the Interreligious Coalition for 
Breakthrough on Hunger). How ever, some religious organizations opted 
to participate in the Network (e.g. American Jewish World Ser vice) • 

The "Overview of the Citizen Involvement Network, 11 included in the series 
press packet and attached as Appendix A, describes the collaborative 
philosophy and lists the main agencies in the Network. From its inception, 
the Network encouraged groups to consider the series and related print 
materials as resources to assist them in their own outreach/educational 
goals. Given many of the agencies' concern over the public's negative 
perceptions of development, there was palpable enthusiasm for the series 
approach focusing on the more positive lessons of experience. 

The first vehicles for alerting the primary target group of the development 
educators about the TV event were the AID Development Education Program's 
announcement of a grant for networking, then the Network Coordinator's 
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promotion of the Network concept at the November 1987 AID Development 
Education Conference. Soon thereafter, staff mailed the original 
series/Network brochure· (Appendix B) to some five dozen key organizations 
and coalitions, as well as to individuals who had attended the Conference. 
The Network mailing list eventually grew to 400 agencies, most of whom 
directly requested information about the project. 

The first meeting to discuss the series occured in Washington in December, 
1987 under the auspices of the Society for International Development. Six 
additional Network and Network Advisory Committee meetings were held in 
Washington from January 1988 to the national air dates in May 1990. (Sample 
copies of minutes and mailings are included as Appendix C.) An average of 
15 agency representatives attended each Network meeting. 

The President of World Development Productions, Richard Harley, attended all 
the meetings; television producers Michael Camerini and David Kuhn attended 
a total of three meetings; and Michael Camerini and assistant producer Jane 
Regan attended the 1988 AID Development Education Conference. The 
participation of production staff at Network meetings was crucial in drawing 
agency repres.entation to attend, and assisted the Network Coordinator in 
acquainting agencies with the evolving content, funding status, and 
time-line of the series. As noted in Section IIB below, opportunities for 
questions and discussion among production staff and agency representatives 
helped establish the calla borativ e nature of the en tire project. 

In addition to Network meetings and mailings, the Network Coordinator 
promoted the series and Network concept through telephone outreach, 
presentations at agency meetings, conference workshops, placement of 
announcements in national newsletters, and preparation of materials for 
agency mailings and development education programs. 

Having plenty of lead time was an advantage in establishing the Network. 
However, difficulties posed by the PBS television process in pinning down 
certain information well in advance (e.g. exact air dates, final title, 
exact content of the program around which activites would occur) until four 
months before the telecast was a disadvantage to sustaining the Net work. 

Participation of PVS groups fluctuated. Some groups that expressed early 
enthusiasm sent representatives to preliminary meetings, indicating they 
wanted to stage TV-based educational activities, lost interest after several 
changes in the projected air dates. Other agencies not involved in early 
planning became more active after repeated mailings, newsletter articles, 
etc. In some cases, staff changes affected involvement; in others, growing 
interest in development education drew attention to the series as a free 
resource. 

Observations on Network Evolution 

1) Organizations appreciated having advance notice of LOCAL HEROES, 
GLOBAL CHANGE, an opportunity to communicate with the series producers, 
and resources for outreach and planning -- all of which their participation 
in the Network provided. 
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2) Organizations not involved in television production need help in 
understanding how long it takes to bring a multi-part series to completion. 
As much as possible, changes in air dates, title, etc. need to be sensitive 
to the expectations and needs of Network organizers at the national and 
grassroots levels. 

3) The ad hoc nature of the Network (no dues, no status as co-grantee, no 
direct accountability for participation) was an early incentive for 
involvement; but groups might have remained more active if they had 
"invested 11 more in the project. 

4) Some organizatons (particularly those with overseas programs) were 
initially enthusiastic about participating in the Network and involving 
their domestic constituents in educational activites. However, once they 
realized the series would not focus on their projects, nor provide them with 
opportunites for self-promotion or fundraising, their participation 
dwindled. 

II. Network Impact on the TV Series 

A. Field Research at the Grassroots 

In late 1988, USA for Africa provided funds to assess audience receptivity 
to, and understanding of, the series' main themes, and to test organizing 
strategies. This grant was subsequently supplemented by funds from the W .K. 
Kellogg Foundation. The research, conducted by the firm Martin & Glantz and 
their subcontractor Belden & Russonello, included the following elements: 

1) Focus groups held in a suburban setting in Towson, MD ·and in a 
rural setting outside Fredericksburg, VA; and 

2) Brainstorming sessions in Madison, WI and San Diego, CA. 

Network groups assisted in planning the field research and provided valuable 
advice and contacts for implementation. The Network Coordinator's 
memorandum to the Advisory Committee (Appendix D) provides an overview of 
the research. Appendix E, a sample of the coordinator's notes on Network 
contacts (provided to Martin & Glantz) and correspondence from the National 
Association of Social Workers, illustrates Network involvement in helping to 
identify "activist brainstormers." 

The approach and results of the field research are explained in some detail 
in the Coordinator's preliminary report to the series planners (Appendix F) 
and the Martin & Glantz summary report (Appendix G). However, some comment 
may be helpful here. As suggested above, the research had two complementary 
goals: (1) advising production staff on series content and its 
attractiveness to potential viewers, and ( 2) assisting the Network in its 
outreach by proposing models for local organizing. The research was 
successful in reaching both goals. One of the most important lessons 
gleaned from the tests was a realization of the need to narrow the universe 
of likely viewers and discussion participants. Early in the planning 
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process, it was hoped that a wide circle of people could be reached beyond 
the "choir" -- beyond those citizens already familiar with, and concerned 
about, series issues. Nbw, field research showed, planners would have to be 
more realistic about the size of the "non-choir" likely to watch and 
participate in educational events, and so scale back a bit. 

Consultations between the Network Coordinator and the TV producers 
frequently referenced the test findings, with the producers incorporating 
various results into the way they approached editing and series narration. 
At the networking level, the Martin & Glantz report summary became an 
important organizing resource. After serving as the basis for discussion at 
the spring 1989 Network Meeting, the document became an enclosure in all 
responses to inquiries about the series and in the final spring 1990 
resource mailing for Program Four. The Coordinator also gave a presentation 
on the field research to the In terreligious Coalition in April 1989. 

Observations on Network Impact on Series/Field Research 

1) Research contractors cannot automatically understand the issues of a TV 
series like LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE. Great care must be taken to 
review focus group "scripts" and determine leaders' ability to interpret 
evolving series content and themes to test subjects. 

2 J The networking goal of the research would have benefited from more 
brainstorming sessions, and a more targeted (rather than broadly defined) 
range of "activists" selected for participation. Also, ideally the test 
design should have allowed more time and resources for follow up, so that 
the participants in the brainstorming sessions would also form the nucleus 
of some local viewer groups. 

3) Hesearch of this sort, it was found, can benefit a wider community than 
the program planners themselves. Some of the findings from the LO CAL 
HEROES test groups (e.g. some negative connotations surrounding the term 
"interdependence," confusion about what works in development, etc.) were 
lessons of interest for most anyone in development education, and were 
widely shared with Network members. 

B. Ongoing Consultations between the Network and TV Producers 

The net work mailings and meeting summaries included in Appendix C illustrate 
the dialogue between the Network and production team on content and 
approach. On occasions when Senior Producer Michael Camerini and Executive 
Producers David Kuhn and Richard Harley attended Network Meetings, agency 
representatives had the opportunity to articulate suggestions for program 
content, based on their own development education experience with many of 
the series' issues. This same collaboration occured in the development of 
the full series Teachers Guide, with significant editorial input provided by 
the Network Coordinator and three readers drawn from Network Groups. 
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In her role representing the Network and the development education community 
at large, the Network Coordinator was in frequent contact with the 
production team regarding program and print content. On occasion, the 
Coordinator was invited to comment on rough-cut footage and written 
treatments, and travelled to Boston in the summer of 1989 for this purpose. 
She also worked closely with Richard Harley in the design and drafting of 
print resources for Program Four. 

The Coordinator attended and provided briefing papers on policy colloquia in 
Washington to the producers. She shared contacts, references, 
bibliographies and other pertinent materials. She also participated in 
meetings with Series Advisors. In the spring of 1989, the Coordinator 
arranged on-camera interviews with leaders of Third World non-governmental 
organizatons (NGOs) participating in the annual Inter Action Forum, and with 
the assistance of selected Network groups, provided overseas contacts to 
series producers prior to filming. 

Observations on Network-Producer Consultations 

1) Meeting television producers and sharing ideas and concerns about media 
programming on development issues was both gratifying and galvinizing for 
Network participants. More frequent Network meetings to discuss the 
relationship between series content and Network outreach would have 
increased Network/producer collaboration and, perhaps, sponsorship of viewer 
activites. 

2) Network and production staff should plan frequent "staff meetings" to 
provide mutual updates. The geographic distance between the Network and 
production company, budgetary constraints and under-staffing made frequent 
consultation difficult. On occasion, the Coordinator (in Washington) gave 
inaccurate information about the series because she had not been updated on 
changes going on in Boston. Similarly, production staff in Boston could not 
stay as closely in touch with the evolving status, scope, and purposes of 
Network planning as would have been ideal. 

3) Consultation on series content should include ample opportunites for 
Network staff and member organizations to see final product -- the actual 
treatments and film. This would allow staff and member groups to respond 
more confidently to inquiries. During presentations at two national 
conferences as late as autumn 1989, for example, the Coordinator was unable 
to answer specific questions about series content. Again, this may partly 
be a matter of budget and staff, but also a matter of integrating the 
planning of production work with network development. 

III. Network Promotion of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

Network organizations and other agencies provided an invaluable mechanism 
for promoting LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE and building national 
viewership for the series. Through the generosity and commitment of diverse 
organizations and government agencies, dozens of newsletter articles and 
mailings reached at least hundreds of thousands of North Americans. 
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Organizations that provided publicity and outreach for LOCAL HEROES, 
GLOBAL CHANGE over t.he life of the project were as varied as the 
YWCA, the Trade and Development Program, Credit Union National Association, 
the Grange, AID, American Jewish World Service, the Freedom From Hunger 
Foundation, the International Science and Education Council (ISEC) , USDA 
Extension, and Global Learning. Appendix H provides samples of newsletter 
placements and mailings put together by selected groups. 

When most of the details on the series (i.e. new title, air dates and number 
of programs) were firm at the beginning of 1990, intensive outreach began. 
There was preparation of an update letter and final event brochure (Appendix 
I) , mailed to member organizations, grassroots activists, college faculty, 
etc. The update mailing explained that the enclosed brochure was now 
available and could be ordered free of charge. The Coordinator then began 
targeted calls, to generate final newsletter placements and mailings by 
Network groups. Over 25 national and regional organizations ordered more 
than 4, 500 brochures for outreach and promotion. In addition, the National 
Committee for World Food Day included a flyer on the series in a mailing to 
over 16, 000 activists on hunger and development. 

Observations on Promotion for the TV Series 

1) Promotion of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE through diverse outreach 
and publicity efforts was the most striking aspect of Network activity over 
the life of the project. 

2) Many participating groups were able to operate "on faith" during the 
consultative and promotional process; others, though supportive of the 
project, couldn't actively endorse (or in some cases, promote) LOCAL 
HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE without first seeing the final footage or print 
materials. 

3) Given the scope of the Network's promotional efforts -- even with 
uncertainties about the series' final broadcast date and exact content - -
one can assume that with more specific information earlier on, outreach 
could have been even more impressive and perhaps, generated more viewer 
groups. 

IV. Educational Events 

Compared to other aspects of Network involvement with LOCAL HEROES, 
GLOBAL CHANGE outlined above, agency participation in planning local 
educational activities was least successful. If fact, viewer groups and 
discussion events occured at the grassroots, activist level -- and generally 
without the direct sponsorship of Network organizations or other national 
agencies. 

Throughout the planning process, the Network partners and producers agreed 
that local groups would be encouraged to plan educational events around the 
series' final program (Program Four). While events linked to the preceding 
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programs might also occur, the reasons for emphasizing the last show were as 
follows: 

1) Organizers would be able to concentrate their efforts; 

2) The themes of the program (U .S .-Third World linkages and the impact 
of policies) were of particular interest to targeted participants. 

These assumptions were born out in the research described above, in which 
test participants indicated a need to know why agricultural development 
mattered to them as individuals and to the United States• Thus, the title 
and content of Program Four, "The Global Connection," and the program's 
discussion primer and postcard to Congress (Appendix J) were designed to 
help reify these linkages and the importance of U.S. trade, debt and aid 
policies. 

PBS scheduling of the national feed of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE to 
member stations was set for Mondays in May, beginning May 7. By 
happenstance, this meant that the citizen-involvement program -- Show Four 
-- would air on Memorial Day, and at 10 PM. The impact of this scheduling 
late on a holiday before a new workday -- a scheduling out of the hands of 
producers -- may have been quite negative, decreasing the ability of local 
organizers to plan activities related to the broadcast. 

Based on information collected by the Coordinator through June, 199 0, the 
greatest number of educational events were campus-based. College faculty 
who called or wrote for resource materials or information on videotapes, and 
those contacted by the Coordinator after the national feed, emphasized the 
value of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE for courses in a variety of 
disciplines. Depending on the air dates in their community and the close of 
the academic year, most of these faculty indicated that they had either 
used, or would use in the future, the entire series and/ or Program Four. 
Examples of correspondence from the college community are included as 
Appendix K. 

Both college faculty and numerous local activists continued to call the 
Network Coordinator throughout the summer -- months after the national feed 
-- to inquire about the availability and cost of videotapes. This interest 
in having the series on video tape for future viewing and educational 
activities seems to indicate that LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE will 
continue to be a resource long after the life span of the project. 

Observations about the Staging of Educational Events 

1) Although the brochure, special Network press release (Appendix L), and 
all communication with organizers stressed the variability of broadcast 
times among PBS markets, some groups were confused about local air dates. 
All organizers need to be alerted to PBS "feed" dates and local carriage 
information as soon as possible. 

2) To ensure maximum viewership and participation, staff should do their 
utmost to convince PBS to schedule the broadcast around which events are 
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slated to occur at a more convenient time. Airing Program Four, "The Global 
Connection" in most major markets. late on Memorial Day severely affected 
group activities. In fact, the producers did make great efforts to 
sensitize PBS to these factors. Meetings were held with the appropriate 
contact persons at PBS offices in Washington, and requests were made by 
Network groups for earlier Spring dates. Apparently, it is extremely 
difficult -- given the way PBS is set up -- to expect real cooperation in 
scheduling. 

3) Information about the series videotapes should be available to 
organizers as inexpensively and as early as possible, since enquiries are 
bound to arise even before a broadcast occurs. 

CONCLUSION 

As an experiment in media collaboration with development educators, 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE broke new ground. Diverse PVO 
groups with programmatic and educational interest in the series' issues 
communicated directly with producers, who likewise benefited from the 
dialogue. The collaborative arrangement provided an invaluable mechanism 
for series promotion and assisted in the staging of educational activities 
around the broadcast. Although the three components of the project 
succeeded at varying levels, each generated lessons that warrant serious 
attention by other educational projects. It remains to be determined if 
public TV is the best television vehicle for further refining cooperative 
relationships that enhance programming on critical policy issues about 
development. It is hoped that this report will help other planners groups 
adapt the LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE paradigm for collaboration, 
and its lessons of experience, to their own projects. 



OVERVIEW OF THE CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT NETWORK FOR 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

The producers of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE {formerly entitled, 
"Breakthrough on Hunger'') have forged a unique partnership with 
U.S. ·organizations whose members are a natural audience for the 
public television series, and who share a common goal of 
informing broader segments of the American public about Third 
World development and U.S. policies towards developing countries. 
For the past two years, representatives of U.S. development, 
education, farm and service organizations have been in dialogue 
with the producers of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE to help ensure 
that the series will be a powerful educational resource. LOCAL 
HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE will be fed to PBS stations nationwide at 
10:00 pm EDT on May 7, May 14, May 21 and May 28, 1990. 

Through their participation in the Citizen Involvement Network 
for LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE, these organizations have 
provided advice on program content; guidance on educational print 
materials; and widespread promotion and outreach on the series. 
In addition, members of the Network have helped design and 
coordinate local educational events related to the broadcast. 
These local events, ranging from informal viewer groups to 
campus-based discussions integrated with curricula, will focus 
particularly on Program Four, "The Global Connection." 

Grassroots research conducted by the Network suggests that many 
Americans are unclear about the development process and about the 
U.S. stake in the prosperity of developing countries. The 
discussion activities convened around the series, and especially 
Program Four, will assist viewers in learning more about 
connections linking the United States with developing countries, 
and in understanding the foreign policy choices facing our nation 
in the 1990s. Special resource materials are available to groups 
planning educational events. 

For more information on the Citizen Involvement Network for 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE, please contact Elise Storck, Network 
Coordinator, 1902 Lawrence Street, NE, Washington, DC 20018 or 
call 202-529-3210. 



Citizen's Involvement Network for 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

African Development Foundation 

Agricultural Cooperative Development International 

American Association of School Administrators 

American Dietetic Association 

American Horne Economics Association 

CARE 

General Federation of Women's Clubs 

Global Learning 

Global Tomorrow Coalition 

InterAction 

International Association of Lions Clubs 

International Development Conference 

International Science and Education Council 

National Association of Extension Horne Economists 

National Association of Social Workers 

National Committee for World Food Day 

National Council of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers 

National Council of World Affairs Organizations 

OEF International 

Pan American Development Foundation 

Partners of the Americas 

Results 

Sister Cities International 

Society for International Development 

Society for Nutrition Education 

Trade and Development Program 

United Nations Association 

USDA Extension Service 

Volunteers in Overseas Cooperative Assistance 

WorldWise 2000 

YMCA o f the USA 

YWCA of the USA 
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BREAKTHROUGH 
ON·HUNGER 

AN EXPERIMENT IN 
MEDIA AND CITIZEN 
INVOLVEMENT 

overseas development agencies. 
But so far only a beginning 
has been made. A serious 
"information lag" remains. This 

Skilled film makers, scholars, lag not only obscures possibilities 
and development experts are for much greater reductions of 

designing a major television suffering abroad. It also prevents 
series entitled BREAKTHROUGH most Americans from realizing ON HUNGER. The purpose of how important economic growth the series is to stimulate public in the developing cuuntri~::. \\·ill 
thinking about the prospects be for economic growth here at 
for reducing world hunger, and home in the years ahead. 
the stakes for Americans, by The public currently gets describing: most of its information about 
• What forty years experience ':t>, world hunger from television 

with foreign aid has taught us news and the appeals of hunger about the practicalities of relief groups. Some of this in-reducing hunger, and formation has led to helpful 
• What impact America's aid and citizen response. News media trade policies can have on and rock stars, for instance, 

economic growth in both the raised consciousness about emer-
developing countries and our " ••. a unique collaborative gency needs in Cambodia and own nation. Ethiopia, and the public gener-The television series is being process involving television ously responded with millions of 

developed for public television in professionals, private aid dollars to meet those emergency 
consultation with professionals at agencies, civic groups and needs. Unfortunately, however, 
WGBH-TV in Boston, and is ex- religious organizations con- the vast majority of today's news 
pected to air early in 1989. A crit- cerned about hunger education." programs and aid appeals are not ical factor in the series' success educating the public on the far 
will be the staging of citizen in- more pervasive problems of volvement events that engage viewers in discus- chronic hunger anq poverty abroad, or what we can do sion-and action-on issues raised by the series. to invest in solving these longer term problems. 
T~~se p~blic ~nvolvement e~ents _are ~e~ng .planned BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER seeks to redress this t1uvu~u <l unH-iue collaborative process uwolv~u-1g ___ __ _:_,,information lag." It v.•ill explain " ·here we h:i·:~ ,..,!:',, 
private aid agencies, civic groups and religious organi- in the fight against hunger and the longer term 
zations concerned about hunger education. challenges that still lay ahead. 

This brochure explains the concept behind the But the BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER experi-television series an'd the companion citizen in- ment will not stop there. It will help Americans un-
volvement activities, and invites your suggestions and derstand how national choices about aid and trade participation. will directly affect their own economic future here at 

home. Economists and business analysts alike increas
ingly warn that more rapid economic growth in the 
poor countries-.will be vitally important if the U.S. 
economy is to grow. Only with such advancement 
abroad can new markets open for American goods 
and services-a fact, experts say, that is I~ttle under
stood by the public at large. Again, BREAK
THROUGH ON HUNGER, and its citizen involvement 
activities, will redress t~s information lag. It will help 
viewers make connections between alleviating hunger 

THE NEED 

D emarkable advances have occurred .in understand-
1 '-..ing both the structural causes of world hunger and · 
ways of alleviating them. Many of these advances are 
now time-tested in the field and provide valuable 
lessons. To some extent, these lessons are reaching the 
American public and being adopted by our 

and poverty abroad and promoting greater economic 
opportunity at home. In short, it will explain 
economic interests we share with the developing 
nations, and why. 



OVERVIEW OF THE TELEVISION SERIES 
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cream of economic progress before the majority 
can get their fair share. But ingenious new ways 

The series includes six one-hour programs that have been found to coopt elites and broaden the 
highlight important advances in the reduction impact of development. 

of world hunger and steps that need to be taken 
in the years ahead. Program V: THE MYSTERIOUS HOUSEHOLD 

CONNECTION-"W/1e11 there's more, who gets it and 
Program I: THE REDISCOVERY OF RURAL how is it used?" 
PRODUCTIVITY- "There's human gold in those hills" Moving from the "macro" perspectives to the most 

-- - -I=Iow forgotten .ruraLpeoplces,,__ _ ____________________ , __ ,u icro," we look at the impor,-_ __ _ 
around the world are gaining tance of household patterns of 
recognition for their right to distributing income and labor. 
earn a decent living and feed " .•. helping Americans think Women in particular play a vital 
themselves-and their ability role in the reduction of hunger. 

to do it. through the future Program VI: THEIR HUNGER, 
OUR ECONOMIC CHOICES
"Short term interests or a common, 
sustainable future?" 

Program II: INCENTIVES 
FOR SUCCESS-"Teach a man 
to fish-and let him eat what he 

, of their aid and trade." 

catches" 
Beyond attempts to increase 
food supplies, efforts are 
underway to improve the broader "climate of 
economic incentives," opening opportunities for 
the rural poor to increase their incomes and gain 
the ability to buy the food they need. ,,,, 

Program III: TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AS A 
LEARNING PROCESS-"Fast is not always 
beautiful" 
Rapid economic growth may indeed follow the 
"transfer" of new technologies, but who really 
benefits, and can this growth be sustained? Some 
experts now believe that a slower approa~h to 
technQlogical change is more beneficial-on~ that 
allows for a learning process in which the needs of 
local farmers, and the conditions in which they 
produce, are better \J.nderstood. 

Program IV: THOSE TRICKY LOCAL ELITES-"If 
you can't beat 'em, coopt 'em" 
Local elites have traditionally skimmed off the ne\': 

The ongoing search to find 
alternative policies in aid and 
trade to encourage Third World 

economic growth can also improve America's longterm 
economic prospects. How will program viewers con
tribute to this search? 

THE NETWORK 

I n addition to planning a television series, producers 
are inviting aid agencies, civic groups, educational 

institutions and other interested organizations to 
collaborate in helping Americans think through the fu
ture of their aid and trade. Early in 1987 the hunger 



education agencies of 
twenty American reli
gious denominations
Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish-joined this effort. 
It is known as the In
terreligious Coalition on 
Making Aid Work, and is 
based in New York. In 
September of 1987, a 
Biden-Pell Development 
Education Grant from the U.S. Agency for Internation
al Developme!lt made it possible for the series 
producers to begin contacting the wider community of 
agencies concerned about hunger, development educa
tion and Third World economic growth. 

Preliminary discussions among network parti
cipants will occur over the autumn and winter of 1987. 
Contingent upon final fundraising for the television 
series, further collaboration will go forward in 1988 to 
plan for education/action events taking place during 
the projected 1989 series airing. 

WIDE CIVIC INVOLVEMENT IS IMPORTANT TO 
THIS UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. 

By partt'cipating in this collaborative effort, agencies will: 
1. Have an opportunity to advise the series producers on 
ways in which BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER can 

best serve the needs of 
American viewers; 
2. Know in advance the 

nature of the TV series, 
and thus be able to 
take.advantage of the 
heightened public in
terest to stage comple
mentary educational 
activities among their 
own constituencies; 

3. Explore, along with series producers, the possibility 
of staging regional citizen-interactive meetings in con
junction with airing the final TV program. 

In such meetings, the public would be invited to 
discuss with local experts the choices confronting 
America in aid and trade, and how those choices would 
affect their own economic interests. These dis-
cussions could generate important citizen input for 
national leaders formulating U.S. aid and trade policies 
in the new administration in 1989. The meetings could 
also help citizens learn of new steps they can take to 
ensure a better "common future" for poor and rich 
countries alike. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please write: 

ELISE STORCK 
Network Coordinator, 

BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER 
1921 Kalorama Road, NW 

Suite 105 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

RICHARD M. HARLEY 
Chief Editorial Consultant, 

BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER 
Harvard Institute for International Development 

One Eliot Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Autumn 1987 
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D Yes / I would like to participate in this exciting 
project, please send me more information. 

My affiliation is: 
0 International Development 0 Youth Group 
0 Hunger Organization 0 Civic Group 
0 Education Organization 0 Farm Group 
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OOther~~~~~~~~ 

D Please send more information on how I might 
participate. · 
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ELISE STORCK 
Network Coordinator, 
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Washington, D.C. 20009 
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COMMENTS OF STUDENTS 
Brandeis University 
Fall Term 1990 
Food Policy Cour~e 
Political Science Pepartmen t 
Professor Ruth Morgenthau 

Appendix B: Student Comments/p .1 

People in this country tend not to be culturally sensitive. 
Perhaps a series like this will open the eyes of some of us, 
help us to realize how the majority of the world suffers, but 
most important, that something can be done. 

-- Jocelyn Croes 

For our class to view a series like this is a beginning in a 
much-needed reeducation of the West. We need to learn the 
positive sides of supporting locally sustainable agricultural 
systems, instead of merely transferring ideas from one 
country to another. 

-- Heidi Vincent 

The most inspiring piece for me was the segment on 
educational systems in rural Bolivia. To be "rural" or poor 
does not mean dirty, stupid, unmotivated or lazy. 

-- David Alpert 

The most eye-opening aspect was not so much the horrors of 
Third World conditions but the political and economic 
"biases" of American and Western governments, which slow down 
the whole process of improving food security •••• l The series] 
leaves the viewer starving for more answers to those 
problems, for they're really "everybody's problem." 

Bind u Padmore 

It seems strange to realize the effects some men in 
Washington have on women's ability to feed their children in 
Ghana •..• Getting a global perspective really enhanced my 
understanding of the connections between the lobbyists, 
government, markets and farmers. 

- - Sarah Selikowitz 



Appendix B: Student Comm en ts/ p. 2 

It's important to present stories and cases such as these in 
order to fight a national ignorance that can be as harmful to 
human existence as a great flood of drought •••. One of the 
best quotes I've ever heard came in Show Three, dealing with 
the plight of the rural poor in developing nations -- that 
line about how not the people of the rural areas but the 
politicians are illiterate, for even when they see the plight 
of the rural poor, they don't understand that things need to 
be done to help the poor help themselves. 

--Han Marcoschamer 

I now understand better the frustrations of development 
experts who do not have clearly-defined, pat solutions to 
poverty -- not because there needs to be an easy way out but 
because it's so essential to do something soon. 

-- Aarti Gupta 

I feel as if I understand these people and their cultures 
because of seeing them "first-hand." Up to this point I 
heard or read about these people, but until you actually see 
them knee-deep in mud, tending to the crops, it is not so 
moving or real • .' •• Prior to viewing the last program, sugar 
was simply a sweetner for my tea. Now, I realize where it 
comes f ram, the multitude of complexities involved in its 
production, the difficulties encountered by the farmer, 
whether American or Asian. I've gained a greater respect for 
those people and their professions. 

-- Kimberly Gold 



List of Resource Materials 
BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER Education Project 

1. LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE -- the PBS Television Series 

2. Teachers Guide: LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

3. "Breakthroughs on Hunger: A Journalist's Encounter with 
Global Change 11 by Richard M. Harley 

(Companion book to the PBS TV series) 

4. Discussion Primer, Guide and Feedback Postcards for Show Four 

5. TV /Book Overview Brochure 

6. Press Kit: LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

7. Report on Publicity (press clippings) 

8. Guide for Congregational Study 
(produced by the lnterreligious Coalition for 
Breakthrough on Hunger) 
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Re: Ad Hoc Network Meeting on Tuesday, June 14th, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

Dear Colleagues, 

Progress on BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER has been extensive since our last meeting. · 
Your suggestions on using the PBS series as an educational resource have been 
conveyed to the producers, who are now holding treatment consultations. Fol
lowing a May 26th treatment session on U.S. policy choices towards the Third 
World, we will convene the Ad Hoc Network to discuss the evolving focus of 
Program Six and its implications for viewer group activities around the country. 

We encourage you to attend the Network meeting on Tuesday, June 14th from 
2:00 to 4:00 pm at the African Development Foundation, 1625 Massachusetrs Ave., 
NW (convenient to the Dupont Circle Metro stop). 

This meeting is planned as a dialogue, for you to participate in: 

Setting goals for viewer groups, to complement the Program Six broadcast. 
What might groups seek to accomplish through the public involvement com
ponent of BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER? Is education enough, or should we also 
suggest advocacy and action on U.S. foreign aid and trade policies? What 
kinds of activities are appropriate for Network member organizations? 

Diversifying viewer groups. While autonomous, how should local viewer 
groups encourage wide participation, e.g. by individuals from developing 
countries, the U.S. business sector, elected officials, etc.? How can 
Network members facilitate participation at the grassroots? 

Sharing ideas for educational materials. 
development education or action-oriented 
contribute to our "literature search" as 
videotapes, etc.? Please bring resource 

What examples of successful 
materials can Network members 
we begin to plan viewer guides, 
materials with you on June 14th. 

Many of you have already provided input on these issues through your response 
to the Network questionnaire. Others are new to the project and have impor
tant perspectives and expertise to contribute. We look forward to seeing all 
of you on June 14th. If you have questions or additional agenda items to sug
gest, please call us. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
202-332- 8617 

Brenda Higgins 
Associate Coordinator 
202-331-1658 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Advisory Committee, Breakthrough on Hunger Network 

From: Elise Storck, Network Coordinator 

Date: April 29, 1988 

Subj: Advisory Committee Meeting, May 5th 

Dear Friends, 

The first meeting of the Advisory Committee for Breakthrough on Hunger's 
Ad Hoc Network will occur on Thursday, May 5th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. 
The meeting will be hosted by the African Development Foundation at' 
1625 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 600 (convenient to the Dupont Circle 
stop on the Metro Red Line). 

The meeting agenda will include the following presentations: 

Richard Harley, Chief Editorial Consultant to Breakthrough on 
Hunger will describe progress to date on the series and explain 
the imminent 11 treatment 11 and production schedule for the coming 
months. 

Bob Lee, Coordinator of the Interreligious Task Force for Break
Through on Hunger in New York, will discuss planning by our 
colleagues among the religious PVOs to use the series as an 
educational resource in church/synagogue settings. 

Don Reeves, Bread For The World, will describ~ a new effort 
by Bread and U.S. church and farm groups to develop grassroots 
education models on development, and their interest in explor
ing collaboration with our Network. 

Angie Martin, Martin & Glantz, will explain the work of her 
firm in focus group research and grassroots organizing to mobil
ize segments of the American public around policy issues. 

If you hav£ questions or wish to contact me before the meeting, I can 
be reached at 202-332-8617. 

I look forward to seeing all of you on May 5th, and to a fruitful meeting. 



BREAKTHROUGH 
ON·HUNGER 

EusE STORCK 
Network Coordinator 

1802 Lawrence Street, N.E. 

TO: BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER Network 

FROM: E~o~twork Coordinator 

RC'. 
I.. • Summury of May 25, 1989 Net\-Jork Meeting 

Dear Friends, 

June 2, 1989 

Please find enclosed a summary of the BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER 
Network meeting held in Washington on May 25. Thanks to the 
more than 30 individuals who attended and to those of you who 
called or wrote me to provide suggestions for viewer group 
planning. 

During the summer, I look forward to working with more Network 
organizations and with other groups interested in organizing 
educational events around BREAKTHROUGH in early 1990. Please 
keep me informed of your interest in promoting the series and 
please car.tact me if I may provide information for your: 

newsletters and other mailings 

regional workshops, national meetings or conferences 

other development education and outreach needs 

Washington, D.C. 20018 
(202) 529-3210 

We are now moving from the national level to involve the grass
roots in our efforts to publicize the series and its collaborative 
design. In order to engage viewers in discussion groups and other 
educational activities, we will depend or. your help in getting 
the word out and encouraging your local staff and members to par
ticipate. If the ideas discussed at the May 25 meeting generate 
suggestions or questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you" for your support of BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER. 



SUMMARY: BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER NETVJORK MEETING 
May 25, 1989 

Approximately 30 individuals attended, representing private voluntary, multi
lateral, formal education, service, professional and development education 
organizations, as well as the House Select Corrmittee on Hunger and USDA. 
Gene Graham of the Kellog Foundation, which has recently provided a grant 
to the Network; Gretchen Hall of the Trade and Development Program of U.S. 
farm and church groups collaborating with BREAKTHROUGH; Gina Glantz of Martin 
and Glantz; and Richard Harley and Elise Storck were also in attendance. 

The meeting began with a brief status report on the series by Richard Harley. 
Richard explained filming locations overseas and on Capitol Hill; the target 
air date in February 1990 (with the final "policy choices" program scheduled 
for production this fall to be as current as possible); and thanked the 
Kellog Foundation for its generous support for educational materials and 
networking. 

Most of the meeting entailed review and discussion of grassroots research 
on BREAKTHROUGH i'ssues and organizing strategies recently completed by the 
firm of Martin & Glantz. Gina Glantz indicated that there was little differ
ence in attitudes between the focus group participants (drawn from the general 
public) and the activist brainstormers, and that in both cases, the series 
themes of greatest interest were: self-sufficiency, local solutions, repli
cation of success and the importance of providing timely FACTS and substantive 
educational information (rather than "sad stories" preceding a fundraising 
pitch). Education was the great draw for the series: people would watch 
because they would learn. The theme of interdependence, on the other hand, 
was poorly understood by most research participants, who associated it with 
negative repurcussions i'n the U.S. Gina stressed the importance of these 
research results for series promotion and viewer group organizing. 

In fact, she encouraged those at the meeting to scale down their understand
ing of the "non-choir," those in the general public who might be attracted 
to partidpate in viewer groups. The "choir" itself is very small and in
cludes organization leadership and activists; for realistic organizing, Gina 
suggested that the "non-choir" target groups might more properly include 
supporters or members of Network and similar organizations who are not acti
vists, who have some level of i'nterest in the series issues, and whom Network 
organizations are already trying to engage in activities. Such a strategy 
would benefit both the organizations themselves and the BREAKTHROUGH events. 

Gina then surrmarized potential organizing models (provided in an earlier 
mailing} that emanated from the research. Because of the educational value 
of the series, a prominent role for educational institutions and organiza
tions in hosting or coordinating viewer groups was underscored. In addition, 
research determined that a local imprimatur would attract participants and 
help to link international issues to local concerns. A third important .lesson 
was that viewer groups convened around the final "policy choices" program -
and the print materials and broadcast itself -- would need to make clear 
distinctions among policy options; most viewers and participants would not 
be ready to understand nuances and subtle differences. 

During the discussion that followed, the following points were made: Viewer 
groups in a neighborhood setting sbauld be accessible to participants. The 
research activity of "brainstorming" could be replicated in the early stages 
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BREAKTHROUGH 
ON·HUNGER 

To: Network Advisory Commit tee 

From: Elise Storck, Network Coordinator 
Date: January 13, 1989 
Re: Field Research 

Dear Friends, 

1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
tel. 202-529-3210 

Happy New Year! Thanks again to these who attended the Cecer.:ber 15th 
meeting and to those of you who have su~gested participants for the 
cor.-:rr:unity brainstormins sessions. Here's a brief recap and update: 

1. Part of our USA for Africa srant supports field research to a~sess 
response to, and organizing strategies for, the series at the ~rassroots 
level. This research, r.:ana~ed by the firm of Martin & Gluntz, 1·!ill 
culminate in il report to the prqducers and ::et~·mrk in l\pril, and 1·:ill 
provide recorr:n:endutions on citizen rarticif)t1tion r.:odels and 9ro!:1ril!:J 
forr.:at for the series• final 11 pol icy choices" broaccast. The rescilrch 
1·:ill include t1·!0 focus ~rours (involvin~ r:c1:1bers of the oeneral public) 
and two brainstorminq sessions (involving uctivists cx~erienced in 
cor~nunity education projects). ,. 

~- The focus !)roups \·:ill be led by r!ancy 3elcen, \'1hor.i sor-;e of you \·: ill 
recall conducted the research for "~!hat P.:.:ericnns lhink," the Inter
Action/Overseas Develop~ent Council survey of U.S. attitudes towards 
foreign assistance. 

These focus groups 1·/i 11 be held in Tot·1son, i'.D on February 3th and in 
\·:hee 1 ins, 'ii'! on February 23th. r:er.:bers of the ,;dv i scry Cor:.rii ttee •::ho will 
observe are: Yvonne Bronner of r:ovtard Cniversity anc! the P.r-:erican Dietetic 
Association and, hopefully, Oen · Reeves or Gretchen Hall of Brea~ for The 
t:orlc! and the "Trade and CevelOt'i11ent Proarar.: 11 of ~ajor lJ.S. church and 
farn groups, 1•tith \·Illich \'le are collaboratin~. 

3. The co~~unitv brains~or~inn sessions will be manaaed bv Gina Glantz. 
These will be he1d in San Diec~, CA durinq the week oi Feb~uary 13th and 
in :':adison, \!I durinC1 the 1t1eek of :iarch 12th • . L\cditional su11c:estions 
for activists in those cities 1·1hom vou consider ncoc! "brainstor:".ers 11 

1·1ill be helpful. Please call r:;e i{ you have other contacts to share. 

4. I have moved. Please use the above address for ~uture corresQondence 
and step by fer coffee if your travels brin9 you to the Catholic ~niver
sity/Grookland area . 

Thanl: you for your continuin'] support o; BRE1;!~7HROL:Gr. Oil HUt:GER. 

, . , 
.\· ·' \ .J 



SUGGESTED NAMES FOR COMMUNITY BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS -- MADISON, WI 

Source: Bob Lee, Director, Interregligious Coalition for BREAKTHROUGH ON 
HUNGER {516-223-2805) 

Prospects: William Weineke, Religion Editor, Wisconsin State Journal 
Bob doesn't have the phone number, but says it's a well-known 
paper and that Weineke is very plugged into Madison community. 

Rev. Robert Borgwardt, Lutheran Pastor 
608-257-3577 
Gerhard Naeseth, Bob's brother-in law; has lots of contacts 
608-271-8826 
Rev. Cynthia Ganzkow-Wold and Rev. Steven Ganzkow-Wold 
608-244-6181 
Cynthia is a campus minister and is the daughter-in-law of 
good friends of Bob's. She would be a good 11 collegiate contact. 11 

Rev. Tom Loftus, Regional Director of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
608-231-3244 
Carol Smith, now in Chicago; used to live in Madison and very 
active in Evangelical Lutheran Church. Would have lots of Madison 
contacts; also worked in P.R. 
312-380-2960 

Source: Joan Joshi, Executive Director, WORLDWISE 2000 (202-638-4946) 

Prospect: (Ms.) Ayse Somers an 
Dept. of Agricultural Economics and Ag. Extension 
University of Wisconsin at Madison 
(Joan doesn't have her number, but has heard her speak. Apparently, 
she is half-time on the faculty and half-time in Extension. Very 
lively and engaging; gives speeches similar to Ed Schuh 1 s. Joan 
thinks she would be an excellent Madison 11 brain-stormer. 11

) 

Source: Kitty Thuermer, National Council of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers 
(202-393-5501) 

Prospect: Meredith Green (on NCRPCV National Board) 
608-271-0998 
608-221-8786 (Kitty not sure which is work; which is home.) 

Source: Yvonne Bronner, Howard University and local representative of 
American Dietetic Association {202-636-6238/9) 

Prospects: .Deborah Roussos, ADA State Representative 
608-252-8663 (o) 
608-249-5596 {h) 
Laurel Meyer, ADA Designated 11 J1.mbassador 11 {spokesperson) 
414-352-1895 in Bayside, WI 

Evelyn Satter, nutritionist active in children's issues, who 
could give suggestions on other hunger activists 
608-271-0173 
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Mr. Steve Webster 
Executive Director 
United Way of Wisconsin 
2059 Atwood Avenue 
Madison, WI 53704 

Dear Steve: 

January 6, 1989 

I enjoyed talking with you today and I'm delighted 
that you're willing to participate in the brainstorming 
session on the Breakthrough on Hunger television series 
in February or March in Madison, if you aren't in Bangla
desh. This meeting of approximately 30 Madisonians, 
plus whatever there will be from the series staff, will 
focus on the design of the local discussions which will 
follow the airing of the final segment in 1990~ 

!t:1•11.1ch: R \\ h1l111t:.!1t•n. l>S\\" , .-\CS\\ · l'NI 
i\.11h1J.. !(,,\\,Ill 

I enclose a Xerox of the original brochure which 
refers to an airing date of 1989 which has since been 
rescheduled for 1990. Also the series will now have four 
or five segments, rather than the six menioned in the 
brochure. However, the original focus and design of the 
project remain the same, as I understand it from Elise 
Storck, Network Coordinator ( see reference to "The Net
work" on third page). 
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Last but anything but least, I enclose a copy of 
Eileen Kelly's November 28, 1988, memorandum on NASW's 
Ch~ld Survival and Family Well Being Development Educa
tion Project, funded by A.I.D. 's Biden-Pell grant pro
gram. This memo was included in the most recent "chap
ter packet." You will note that "Breakthrough" is also 
a "B-P" grantee. So far as I can tell, B-P grantees 
work with each other as much as they do on their indi
vidual projects which I not only like but actively sup
port since I think "interdependece" is what it's all 
about. 

As I mentioned, I will keep you posted with respect 
to developments on our project with the hope of enlisting 

· your support of some form of development education event 
in Madison. 

cc: 

In the meantime, let me wish you a Happy New Year. 

Gerry Wolter 
Elise Storck 
Dave Dempsey 

Sincerely, 

Fannie Sedgwick 



EusE STORCK 
Network Coordinator 

BREAKTHROUGH 
ON· HLJNGE;R 

MEMORArmUM 

To: Richard Harley, David Kuhn, Michael Camerini, Jane Regan 

From: Elise Storck 

Date: ~arch 22, 1989 

Subj: Preliminary findings of grassroots research 

Dear Colleagues, 

1802 Lawrence Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 

(202) 529-3210 

Grassroots research on content and organizing strategies for BREAKTHROUGH 
ON HUtlGER is now complete. A detailed final report from Martin & Glant+ 
is now in preparation and will be forthcoming in April. In the interim, 
and mindful of important production decisions now being made in Boston, 
Richard has asked me to take a very brief first cut and sharing the major 
lessons learned in the research project. 

Please find enclosed a 2-page overview of my 11 perceptions 11 of the research 
findings. These perceptions are based on my having observed the two focus 
groups (in Towson, MD and Fredericksburg, VA) and my having been bri.efed 
by Gina Glantz on the two activist bra~nstorming sessions in San Diego, CA 
and Madison, WI. 

While Gina's report will describe the range of participants in these four 
sessions, it will be helpful for you to know that the focus groups were pur- · 
posely composed of 11 non-choir 11 types of individuals who were not activists 
on any particular issues, but who all watched PBS at least several times a 
month. Participants in the brainstorming sessions, on the other hand, were 
activists, although not necessarily on hunger or international development 
issues. · Instead, these people (some of whom were suggested by Network or
ganizations) were chosen as "movers and shakers 11 in their communities who 
would be able to provide honest information on how organizing around the 
series might occur in co1m1unities such as their own. 

If you have questions or comments on the enclosed, please call me. 

Sincerely, 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 



EWS PERCEPTIONS: Grassroots Research Findings of February/March 1989 

A. THEMES 
Participants in both focus groups and brainstorming sessions had difficulty • 
identifying the "message" of the series, and therefore, the "hock" for audience 
and viewer group participation. Is it hunger alleviation? Third World devel-
opment? The lessons of foreign assistance? Interdependence? While nearly 
all participants characterized the series and viewer group concept as "inter
esting," and stated that they would probably watch (having been engaged in 
the research activity), they were uncertain about the overarching goal(s) of 
the project. 

The following summary of their response to certain themes is intended to provide 
an overview of participant attitudes and, implicitly, implications for series 
content: 

1. Education is a compelling theme, and is perceived as a prerequisite for 
problem solving in both Third World development and U.S. policies. 

"stories" from the series discussed by focus groups were engaging because 
they showed people developing knowledge and the means to solve their own 
problems. Several discussants asked, however, "how is this knowledge being 
shared?" Dissemination of knowledge and replication of success were per-
ceived as important components of education, and of development. • 
a single point of view is not educational. There was some scepticism in 
the focus group:; thcot only the "good news" was being presented. 
self reliance is a positive educational outcome and should be the goal of 
development. Focus groups repeatedly raised concerns about dependency on 
the U.S. 

2. Environmental degradation i s an issue of great concern, not necessarily 
because it inhibits agricultural production, but because it is a worldwide problem. 

focus groups and brainstormers considered the environment to be an example 
of global connectedness. 
focus group participants who watch PBS listed programs on environmental 
topics as shows that they watch and remember. 

3. Interdependence is a concept that generates ambivalence. Although this 
term is now in the ptiblic lexicon, it is poorly understood and has little per
sonal impact on the thinking of many Americans. 

a history of isolationist sentiment in the U.S. makes interdependence a new 
and difficult concept to grasp. 
benefits that accrue to the U.S. from interdependence were not readily cited 
by focus groups; most often, they listed negative repurcussions. 
activist br.ainstormers asked how the production would reify the concept of 
interdependence -- how programs would provide concrete examples of "main
street local-global links" to make the U.S. stake in development matter to 
Americans. 

4. Economic policies are ·confusing; understanding them, and their impact on 
both Americans and farmers in the developing world requires a level of knowledge 
that most "unitiated" people do not currently possess. 
-- trade policies; the impact of exchange rates on mercantile relationships 
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and the ba 1 ance of payments; the relationship between domestic pcl i cies 
(e.g: farm bill) and foreign policy; etc. are poorly understood, and 
elicit strong, but confused responses from the "non-choir." 
participants sense that the U.S. may be losing its economic preeminence; 
rather than explore how and why, they had a greater propensity to blame 
others, to "Japan-bash," to view the rest of the world as competitors rather 
than as current or potential customers. A zero-sum perception prevails. 

B. AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT AND 'VIEWER GROUP PARTICIPATION 

1. People would watch because they would learn; the goal of acquiring greater 
knowledge and "international competence" would move many viewers to tune in. 

focus group and brainstorming participants emphasized the need to promote 
the educational value of the series and viewer group participation. 
neither group felt that a national survey, opinion poll, report of "citizens' 
recommendations for policies in the 1990s" or specific plans for subsequent 
advocacy and/or action as a goal of viewer groups would be necessary, or 
particularly advisable. Again, the "message" should be clear and simple. 
building participation in viewer groups would require a strong message for 
organizers to promote on what people would learn, and how. 
as noted above, interdependence itself is not a sufficiently compelling or 
attractive draw, unless specific examples of linkages are provided that 
"hit people where they are." 

2. Third World participation in viewer groups would be exciting, er if this is 
not possible, participation of individuals who have lived and worked in 
developing countries (Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, etc.) 
3. Viewer groups should be engaging and fun, perhaps combined with other 
activities, such as resource fairs, ethnic festivals, etc. 
4. In one focus group, participants were almost unanimously agreed that 
policiticians as speakers would not be compelling, that most people don't trust 
politicians .... 

5. Debates or dialogues between individuals or representatives of organiza
tions with different points of view, and different positions on the issues, 
would be educational and permit participants to reach their own conclusions. 

6. Both the final broadcast and the viewer groups might focus on a limited 
number, e.g. three, possible policy approaches, with exploration of winners 
and losers both at home and abroad, why, and at what cost. 



For more information on ." LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE" 
please contact: Elise Storck, Network Coordinator 

"Local Heroes, Global Change" 
1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
tel. 202-529-3210 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
RESULTS OF GRASSROOTS RESEARCH 

FOR BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER 
(Fonner working title of "LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE") 

Methodology 

The grassroots field research consisted of: 

o Focus groups in Towson, Maryland and Fredricksberg, Virginia 
composed of individuals representing a broad demographic cross 
sectj.on of public television viewers, most of whom said they 
watched public television more than once a week. 

o Brainstorming sessions in San Diego, California and Madison, 
Wisconsin composed of individuals representing business, 
government, advocacy groups, providers, educational 
institutions, students, rural and farm organizations, minority 
groups and the media . 

General Observations 

The · following are general observations regarding thematic 
approaches to attracting viewers and viewer group participants: 

1) There exists a general skepticism about the media's 
treatment of the issue. Assumptions were made that the series 
would emphasize "sad stories", provide no evidence that 
solutions other than massive U.S. aid existed and result in 
direct fundraising appeals. 

2) The concept of "interdependence" requires explanation; the 
term alone does not convey the series' framework. 

3) Examples of self sufficiency, local solutions and possible 
l2];'ogram replication hold special audience appeal. 

4) There exists a sense that the public lacks good information 
on the series subject and that a program that educated peopl e 
about the "real facts" would attract a broad based audience. 

The following are general observations about viewer group 
organizing approaches: 

1) Education should be the centerpiece of viewe r group events. 
Two basic approaches hold the greatest potential for 

Martin & Glantz 
1840 Van Ness Avenue• Suite 4 •San Francisco, California 94109 • 415/ 441-44ii 
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attracting participants. The first would involve "experts" 
who could elaborate on the series information. The second 
would involve entertainment that would "make it fun" and 
attract people to an event where they would be exposed to 
information regarding the series' issues. 

2) Invitations to viewer group events must carry a strong 
local imprimatur. 

3) There exists a general skepticism about events involving 
advocacy. Some research participants tended to be suspicious 
of elected officials and therefore saw little value in 
advocacy as an event attraction. Others expressed a desire 
for advocacy as an outcome but felt that it would be difficult 
to achieve. 

4) Given the diversity of interest levels, multiple viewer • 
aroup events with differing attractions would be necessary to 
attract broad community response. 

5) If policy options are to be discussed at viewer group 
events, clear distinctions, rather than sophisticated nuance 
differences, should be drawn~ 

Participation Models for Multiple Group Coordinated Activity 

The best way to determine the most effective community model 
involving multiple groups would be to replicate the grassroots 
research brainstorming sessions across the country. Local 
organizations and individuals should be encouraged to put together 
a local brainstorming session. These sessions would not only 
provide an agreed upon community organizing framework, but would 
also serve to create a "sense of mission" among the participants. 
The local connections that would be made and the energy that would 
be generated by a group discussion three or four months prior to 
the series could be the catalyst for successful organizing. 

Three generic community leadership models could be recommended to 
local groups and individuals: 

1) A Community Steering committee model· which would provide 
for representation of a cross section of community leaders, 
some of whom would simply lend their names, others of whom 
would take on leadership roles. 

2) An Existing Coalition Model which would rely on an existing 
community group to provide central coordination of the viewer 
group efforts. 

3) An Education Leadership Model which would place emphasis on 
the educational aspects of the viewer groups by creating and 
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promoting the viewer groups through a committee comprised of 
all elements of the local education community. 

Participation Models for Individual Events 

Recommended participation models for individual events fall into 
two basic categories: 

o substantive/educational where the clear purpose is to 
educate participants; and, 

o entertaining/educational where the educational aspect is 
built intc a "fun" event. 

Substantive/educational models include: 

1) Policy Options/Debate Events where "experts" would 
discuss/debate the merits of various policy options. 

2) Panel Discussion/Forum Events where a diverse set of 
individuals speak about Breakthrough's issues from their 
specific perspectives. 

3) Houseparty Discussion Groups would be small gatherings 
where hosts would lead a group discussion about the series. 

4) Advocacy/Letter Writing Houseparties where small groups 
discuss the issues and how they are being addressed at the 
federal level. The discussion would be followed by personal 
letters being written to appropriate members of the U.S. House 
and Senate. 

5) Interactive TV for those communities where the PBS 
affiliate has arranged a call-in show to follow the final 
program, individuals or small groups "participate" simply by 
watching. 

6) Fast-Breaking Events would be attended by individuals who 
had fasted during the day of the final show and who would come 
together for a meal, watch the show and have a discussion of 
the issues afterward. 

Entertaining/educational models include: 

1) International Food Fairs/International Dinners featuring 
foods from various countries and information about the issues 
and how people can become involved locally. 

2) Celebrity Events featuring local television or radio 
personalities and/or local politicians ("Watch Breakthrough on 
Hunger with •.. • "). 
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4) Storytelling Events featuring individuals who have lived in 
countries cited in the series. 

Participation Models for Multiple Events 

Two ways in which local organizatiqns could plan multiple events 
are: 

1) a "significant dates" program that would begin with World 
Food Day in October, go through the Breakthrough series dates 
and finish with the Spring CROP Walk and a final "volunteer 
reception" for everyone who participated. 

2) coordinated "teach-ins" where educational institutions at 
all levels from kindergarten through college would participate 
in a one-day or one-week "teach-in" tied to the Breakthrough . , 
series. 

Community Targeting 

Breakthrough information and materials would be available to 
groups and individuals across the country. In addition, a set of 
target communities should be chosen for special attention. 
Targets should be selected for likelihood of success based on 
availability of existing resources. To determine sites, a grid 
representing the following criteria should be developed: 

1) size of Network and Interreligious coalition membership 
2) leadership capability of local organizations 
3) PBS local promotional plans; number of local PBS outlets 
4) PBS market penetration 
5) importance of elected and appointed officials in the market 

The final list of target locations should also take into account: 

1) the geographic diversity of the list 
2) the demographic representation of the list 
3) media markets that will have an impact on national policy 
makers 

Conclusion 

No research was necessary to understand that the Breakthrough on 
Hunger series and its citizen involvement "viewer group" component 
would present a unique opportunity to educate and to motivate 
Americans around a set of critical issues. The research results 
show that, for the most part, the subject matter is considered 
intriguing and viewer groups are considered an exciting, albeit 
complex, organizing idea. Undoubtedly, with a strong theme, an 
organizing program menu and a targeted field program, the efforts 
of Breakthrough's producers and the supportive national 
organizations will result in greater public awareness and 
involvement in Breakthrough issues. 
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MElVIBERSOFCONGRESSADDRESSSEMINARS 

F
or the first time in the fifteen
year history of Title XII, mem
bers of the congressional delega

tions of two states participated in the 
annual Title XII regional seminars. 

Senator Christopher S . Bond (R, MO) 
and Terry Sanford (D, NC) and Repre
sentative Ike Skelton (R, MO) addressed 
the seminars in their respective states. 

The seminars, held annually in two 
geographical locations to bring together 
A.LO. and Title XII university officials 
to discuss matters of common concern, 
were convened this year in Jefferson 
City, MO. and Raleigh. NC. They were 
hosted jointly by Lincoln University and 
the University of Minnesota in Jefferson 
City and by North Carolina State Univer
sity and Florida A&M University in 
Raleigh. 

Legislators Stress 
Interdependence 

In his luncheon address in Jefferson 
City on "Food Aid for the Future," Sen-

f; ~ . "Taking irito acco~nt the exiieri~ 
ence. of this and ·predecessor pro--

~- jeers; AID should give early con
sideration to a new project design· 
effort which more directly and 
clearly links · university resources 

, . too LDC. activities.. with verifiable. 
/- output goals. and_ mea5urable ac-
· ... -- complishments . . . If it appears 
;_ · · that such a follow-on project is fea
·'.' sible, then encourage use of a por
-~ -tion of the. remaining funds in the 

(:~. present project by; universities for 
f;. propcisaf prep:lrarion for rhesubse
;,_ quent program_ ... 

!.· .- -~~ecil'ed r~~ Clapp and Mayne"s 
ii _\ -~ Evalualio~ of PSGs-JMOUs. 
t~ ·_ : _ '. · ' December 1989~ . 

ator Bond emphasized the significant 
changes in U.S . agriculture. He added 
that American fanners and policy makers 
must adapt to the new situation. At the 
same time. he noted. governments must 
work together to eliminate trade barriers 
and encourage free competition. 

Congressman Skelton stressed the im
portance of economic growth overseas to 
U.S. agriculture in his dinner address in 
Jefferson City. He underscored the prin
ciples of Title XII. assuring his audience 
that the principles were still valid. The 
job was not completed yet, he concluded. 

Senator Sanford addressed the dinner 
meeting in Raleigh. He expressed his 
support for and frustration with foreign 
aid. Many projects overseas were not co
ordinated. he said, and the number of 
university projects was dwindling . 
A.I.D. and the Title XII community had 
to be more responsive to each other's 
concerns. Explaining his Congressional 
initiative for Latin America, he noted that 
one major feature was the participation of 
other donors and of Latin Americans 
with an emphasis on common market. 
trade and education. 

Working in a Global Society 
Dr. Frederick Humphries, President of 

Florida A&M University, reviewed the 
unprecedented growth in enrollment at 
the I890 (historically black) land grant 
universities in a luncheon address in 
Raleigh. He pointed out that public 
school enrollment would be 50% black, 
Hispanic and female by the end of the 
decade. Marshalling the human potential 
in the emerging minorities by accentuat
ing excellence in academic programs, es
pecially in engineering, science and 
mathematics. would help prepare them to 
work in a global society, he said, and 

help the U.S . keep its technological 
edge. 

Schuh Calls for Major Changes 
The tone of the seminars was set in a 

major paper presented by Dr. G . Edward 
Schuh. Dean of the Hubert Humphrey 
Institute of Public Affairs.:\t the Univer
sity of Minnesota. The role of U.S. uni
versities in international agricultural de
velopment needed to change in major 
ways, he challenged. 

The imperative for the universities to 
modify their role came from the signifi
cant alterations in the international econ
omy and society. Collaborative programs 
were needed, he stressed, programs de
signed to benefit the U.S., too, and on 
which the U.S. could capitalize. 

A.I.D. Well Represented 
Representing the Acting Admin

istrator of A.I.D., Bradshaw Langmaid, 
Acting Assistant Administrator for Sci
ence and Technology, led a strong group 
of A.I.D. participants in the seminar. He 
described how events in Eastern Europe 
and in Latin America had increased dra
matically the demand for U.S. economic 
assistance. However, budget priorities, 
both executive and legislative, left little 
room for growth in or flexibility in al
locating foreign aid, he explained. 

Assistant Administrator for Food for 
continued on page 4 
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INTERIM EVALUATION OF JMOUS AND 
INTERNATIONALIZATION OF U.S. UNIVERSITIES 
FEATURED AT MARCH BIFAD MEETING 

A
n interim evaluation report of 
the twelve Joint MOUs was 
presented to the March BIFAD 

meeting by Clapp and Mayne, the con
tracting finn that handled the assessment 
for A.I.D. 

The Report concluded that "the PSG/ 
-JMOU Project has made a significant, 
though hard to measure, contribution in 
both the quantity and quality of U.S. 
universities' participation in interna
tional development activities." It also 
stressed that the project has served to 
broaden and stimulate interest in interna
tional development issues in the univer
sities and through the universities to pub
lic and private institutions within the 
states. 

While the effect had been to improve 
the "quality of A.I.D. assistance ~c
tivities," the Report pointed out that "it 
is increasingly clear that this project is 
not the most cost-effective mechanism 
for achieving that goal." 

The results of their study on the inter
nationalization of U.S. universities were 
presented by James Henson and Jan Noel 
from Washington State University. They 
highlighted the growing recognition of 
the importance of providing students 
with an education that gives them an ap
preciation ·for and an understanding of 
the interdependency of the world cul
turally; socially, and economically. 
Thus, there is increasing interest in the 
university community in broadening the 
program and curricula to include interna
tional dimensions. 

One important finding was that some 
international program offices operate on 
the fringes of university activity rather 
than as integral parts of the total pro
gram. In those cases, international ac
tivity tended not to be seen as crucial and 
important to the universities' central 
mission. 

A Report of the JCARD Subcommit
tee on Contracting and Procurement in 
A.LO. was presented by J. Lawrence 
Apple, Chainnan of the Subcommittee. 
Sixteen findings were outlined, and rec
ommendations were made for each one. 

Gary Hansen of the A.l.D./PPC Cen
ter for Development Information and 
Evaluation discussed his paper on agri
cultural higher education in the develop
ing world. He pointed out the need for a 
close partnership between the agri
cultural university in the developing 
world and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
for more autonomy by the universities, 
for asserting accountability, and for a 
constant reevaluation of the mission of 
the university in the context of changes 
within the rural sector. Hansen proposes 
that a new concept of the agricultural 
universities is needed to transcend the 
considerable number of disadvantages 
they now face. 

In other actions, the board heard and 
approved a report from JCARD Chair
man William Furtick on the planning 
process for the development of a new 
sustainable agriculture CRSP. David 
Bathrick, Director of the Office of Agri
culture, Bureau of Science and Tech
nology, reported on the successful for
mation of a CRSP Council, joining 
together the eight CRSPs into a structure 
to enhance coordination on sustainable 
agricultural activity, and the outstanding 
effort of the newly-formed council in 
conducting a series of informational pre
sentations in Washington. (See separate 
article.) • 

APPLICATIONS SOUGHT FOR 
BIFAD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

T
he BIFAD is seeking applicants 
for the position of Executive Di
rector of the BIFAD support 

staff. Nominations or applications should 
be addressed to Dr. W.E. Lavery, Chair
man, BIFAD, U.S. Agency for Interna
tional Development, Washington, D.C. 
20523-0219. A copy of the position an
nouncement can be obtained from the 
same address. 

The position is available for a mini-· 
mum appointment of two years, begin
ning October I , 1990. A longer tenn is 
possible by mutual agreement. Appoint
ment may be by direct federal employ
ment or by an Intergovernmental Person-

net Act (IPA) agreement, according to 
the desires of the selected candidate. The 
closing date for applications is May l, 
1990, or until an acceptable appointment 
can be made. 

The Board will review applications, 
select a suitable number of finalists, and 
interview them. The entire process 
should be completed by the end of June. 

Potential applicants should have a docto
rate in a related discipline, be an experi
enced administrator in the public or private 
sector, have international program experi
ence, be familiar with university opera
tions, and possess demonstrated interper
sonal and communication capabilities. • 

WORKSHOP ON UTILIZING 
l\1ICROC01\1PUTER GENDER
SPECIFIC DATABASES . 

P
roducers and consumers of pol
icy-relevant research are invited 
to attend a four-week workshop 

on "Women, Public Policy and Develop
ment: Utilizing Microcomputer Data
bases." The workshop will be held at the 
University of Illinois at Cham-

paign-Urbana June IS-July 13. 
For the first time in history, large, in

teractive data sets of comparative gender
specific infonnation are available to the 
IBM-compatible microcomputer user. 
The United Nations Women's Indicators 

continued on page 5 
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TRAINING COURSES 
• The Food and Feed Grains Institute of 
Kansas State University at Manhattan, 
in cooperation with A.I.D., will offer 
two short courses next June and July. 

A seven-week course in Grain Storage 
and Marketing, June 4-July 20, is in
tended for persons involved in the stor
age and marketing of cereal grains and 
legumes in developing countries. 

There will be three weeks of basic 
instruction in storage and marketing, fol
lowed by three weeks of in-depth training 
either in marketing or storage, whichever 
the participant elects as his/her spe
cialization. There also will be field trips 
and a six-day study tour. 

The course will be conducted in En
glish with simultaneous translation in 
French and Spanish. There will be writ
ten materials in all three languages. 

Write or call: Dr. Rolando Flores , 
GSMSC Coordinator, Food and Feed 
Grains Institute , Kansas State Univer
sity, 203 Shellenberger Hall, Manhattan, 
KS 66506-2201. Tel. no .: (913) 
532-6161. FAX: 9135327010. Telex: 
5106000752 KSU GRAINS. 

A six-week course in Postharvest In
formation Management, June 4-July 13, 

is for librarians and information directors 
of postharvest research and extension in
stitutions in developing countries. 

Participants will receive instruction in 
research techniques and resources 
needed to develop appropriate local doc
ument collections, cataloguing and data 
entry methods and principles of database 
management, including data security and 
recovery on microcomputers . Partici
pants will have extensive practice in lo
cating relevant literature found in agri
cultural engineering and the biological 
and social sciences. 

A bache lor's degree, demonstrated 
English proficiency and a background in 
postharvest agricultural research, exten
sion or agriculture librarianship are re
quired. A maximum of five participants 
will be accepted. 

Write or call: Donna Schenck-Hamlin, 
PHDS Coordinator. at the address above. 

• The International Deveiopment Man
agement Center at the University of 
Maryland and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture have scheduled a new four
week course. "Strategies and Tools for 
Effective Management," June I I-July q 

' FOUR-PART PBS SERIES ON WORLD 
I 

HUNGER SCHEDULED FOR MAY 

P
BS stations across the country 
will be fed a four-part series en
titled "Local Heroes , Global 

Change, " beginning at 10 p.m. EDT on 
May 7 and continuing on May 14, 21, 
and 28. 

The series "traces the experience of 
farmers. policy makers and development 
experts from both North and South as 
they pursue development and economic 
policy goals in the context of growing 
interdependence." Each of the four pro
grams lasts for one hour. 

Among the questions to be considered 
are: What is development'? What have we 
learned in forty years'? and How do eco
nomic and political forces at the local , 
national and international levels affect 
the prospects for development and global 
prosperity'? 

The final broadcast on May 28 will 
focus on "the connections between in
dustrialized countries and the Third 
World." and is designed to "stimulate 
local viewer discussion of crucial U.S. 
policy choices in the 1990s." Special re
sources, including. inter alia. the full 
series Viewer Guide and a discussion 
guide to the fourth segment. are available 
for groups plannin g educational 
activities. 

For more information and materials on 
the series. write or' call: Elise Storck. 
Network Coordinator. Breakthrough on 
Hunger, 1802 Lawrence Street, N .E .. 
Washington. D.C. 2018. Tel. no. (202) 

529-32l0. II 

on the University of Maryland's College 
Park campus. 

Designed for developing country sen
ior and mid-level program managers with 
responsibility for ongoing agricultural 
and rural development programs, the 
course will be based on extensive re
search and field experience and will 
focus on the practical aspects of program 
management. 

The content will include: assessing the 
program environment, designing and 
sustaining programs. strategic planning, 
organizational structure and systems. 
program leadership and skills and man
aging information and fi nancial systems. 

Write or call: Dr. Andrea Jones, Inter
natio na I Development Management 
Center. University of Maryland. 2349 
Computer and Space Sciences Building, 
College Park, MD 20742-'2445 . Tel. 
No. : (30 I) 454-7657 . Fax no. : (30 I) 
454-1869 . Telex: 650-2768401 MCI 
UW; or Ms. Linda Spink, Program Lead
er, USDA/OICD/ITD, Room 240 
McGregor Building, Washington. D.C. 
20250-4300. Tel. no.: (202) 653-7668. 

• 
TASK FORCE 
HOLDS MEETING 

B 
IFAD 's task force to reassess the 
U.S. role in helping developing 
countries achieve sustainable 

agricultural development held its first 
meeting on April 16 and 17. 

Composed of leading scholars and de
velopment experts, the Task Force con
sists of G. Edward Schuh. University of 
Minnesota: James Henson. Washington 
State University ; John Mellor. IFPRI; 
and Donald Plucknett. World Bank. One 
more member is to be selected. 

The task force is expected to recom
mend the key elements of a new strategy. 

A Task Force Advisory Committee has 
been organized to provide support. and 
will meet with the task force from time to 
time. The committee. headed by BIFAD 
Chairman William E. Lavery, includes 
representatives from organizations and 
other individuals with a stake in agri
cultural development assistance and co
operation . g 
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REGIONAL SEMINARS 
continued from page I 

Peace and Voluntary Assistance Philip 
Christenson labeled the PL 480 program 
"a disaster area" in discussing the need 
for restructuring its administration. 
Tying food aid to long-term projects, in
creasing private sector sales and creating 
foundations to fund agricultural research 
programs were some ideas to be consid
ered in the revamping exercise. He urged 
the Title XII universities to participate 
more in the analysis of food aid strategies 
and projects, including evaluation and 
impact studies. 

Growing out of the continuing di
alogue which BIFAD has had with 
A.I.D.'s Bureau for Africa, a new ini
tiative was reviewed by Lance Jepson of 
the Bureau's Office of Technical Re
sources. The initiative, "U.S . university 
collaboration with Africa Bureau to build 
analytical capacity in Africa," was based 
on the Collaborative Research Support 
Program model, Jepson explained, and 
would finance grants to selected U.S. 
universities to facilitate their long-term 
involvement in activities supportive of 
the Development Fund for Africa. 
Funded initially from A.l.D./Wash
ington projects, subsequent funding for 
this capacity-building program was ex
pected to come from field missions. 

Underscoring the imperative of ad
dressing the need for capacity building in 
Africa were the presentations by Dunstan 
Wai and Lee Roberts of the World Bank. 
They cited the weaknesses in African 
higher educational institutions and de
scribed several components of a signifi
cant initiative by the World Bank, in col
laboration with other donors, to address 
these shortcomings. They challenged 
American universities to offer innovative 
ideas to help in the needed major over
haul of the higher and technical educa
tional infrastructure in Africa. 

Three of the principal provisions of the 
Support for East European Democracy 
(SEED) Act of 1989 were summarized 
by James Snell of the Office of Technical 
Resources in the Bureau for Asia. Near 
East and Europe: 

• Agricultural assistance in the form of 
commodities and products to alleviate 
shortages caused by the transition 
from state-directed to free-market 
economies; 

• expansion of U.S. participation in edu
cational and cultural exchanges with 
Poland and Hungary; and 

• a $5.5 million science and technology 
program with Poland. 

He noted that SEED offered unusual 
opportunities for Title XII universities . 

Representing the Bureau for Latin 
America and the Cribbean, Gale Rozell 
of the Office of Technical Resources out
lined A.I.D.'s stratgegy for the region. 
The components were: economic sta
bilization, basic economic policy re
form, wider sharing in the benefits of 
growth and development and strengthen
ing democratic institutions. Improving 
the countries' capacity to earn foreign 
exchange was an urgent need. Rozell as
serted that the universities could play a 
significant role by helping with the pro
duction and marketing of nontraditional 
export crops. The universities also could 
contribute to the maintenance and con
servation of natural resources in the re
gion which, Rozell said, were jmportant 
aspects of A.I.D.'s agricultural 
programs. 

Procurement is a perennial topic of 
considerable interest at rhese seminars. 
The focus this year was on the findings of 
the JCARD Subcommittee on Con
tracting/Procurement. Jay Bergman of 
A.l.D.'s Office of Procurement in the Bu
reau for Management Services and North 
Carolina State University Professor Law
rence Apple, Chairman of the JCARD 
Subcommittee, led the lively discussion, 
during which major issues were put on 
the table. 

Other Reports of Interest 
The Chairman of BIFAD's Ad Hoc 

Committee on Participant Training, pro
fessor Donald Isleib of Michigan State 
University, was joined by BIFAD Ex
ecutive Director Lynn Pesson in present
ing a report on the committee's activities. 
Both praised the leadership and coopera
tion of A.l.D.'s Office of International 
Training in seeking 11. resolution to vari
ous administrative and other problems 
which constrain the effectiveness of par
ticipant training and of the involvement 
of the universities. 

"Debt for development" is the accept
ed vernacular used to describe the use of 
conversion techniques to achieve people
to-people international development as-

sistance objectives, especially by not
for-profit organizations. Gerald Wein of 
the Debt-for-Development foundation 
identified some of the opportunities and 
issues in these transactions. Organiza
tions identified potential investors with 
interest in countries in which projects 
were to be implemented, and the debt
swap mechanism was used to finance the 
project. For example, A.I.D. undertook 
a debt-swap for a nature park in 
Madagascar and A.I.D.'s counterpart in 
the Netherlands used the mechanism to 
finance a tropical forest preservation in 
Costa Rica. 

BIFAD Members Participate 
Three BIFAD members participated in 

the seminars. Chairman William E. Lav
ery opened the seminar in Raleioh and 
stressed the importance of the Ti~Ie XII 
partnership between A.I.D. and U.S. 
universities. In his opening remarks at 
the seminar in Jefferson Cit-y, Paul Find
ley challenged the participants to "re
charge their batteries," noting that the 
population of Jefferson City equaled the 
number of people who would die from 
hunger. That frightening statistic. re
minded Wendell Rayburn in· his con
cluding remarks, should strene:the.n the 
participants' resolve to mobiliz~ their re
sources to combat hunger and poverty at 
home and abroad. Dr. Rayburn is also 
President of Lincoln University, one of 
the host institutions. 

The Mayor of Jefferson City and sever
al Missouri state senators attended the 
seminar in Jefferson City, and Missouri 
Governor John Ashcroft issued a pro
clamation honoring the participants of 
the seminar and declaring his commit
ment to efforts to end malnutrition and 
hunger. 

In addition to the foregoing, nearly 
190 representatives from 65 universities 
and A.I.D. participated in this year's 
seminars, which were planned by Pro
fessors lkbal Chowdhury of Lincoln Uni
versity and J. Lawrence Apple of North 
Carolina State University and Lynn 
Pesson and Jiryis Oweis of the BIFAD 
Support Staff. • 



CRSP COUNCIL COMES TO WASIIlNGTON 

l\i
embers of Congress and 
their staffs and officials of 
A.l.D. and the World Bank 

learned of the achievements and ac
tivities of the Collaborative Research 
Support Program (CRSP) during the visit 
to Washington, D.C., Feb. 6-9, of mem
bers of the new CRSP Council. 

Formed last November, the council is 
composed of representatives of the eight 
CRSPs in small ruminant, sorghum and 
millet, bean and cowpea, tropical soil, 
nutrition, peanut, nutrition, pond dy
namics (aquaculture) and fisheries stock 
assessment. 

In keeping with one of its objectives
that is, to develop a joint program of 
communications and public relations
the Council made an impressive multi
media presentation, composed of video 
tapes, slides with commentary, exhibits 
and publications, which highlighted sig
nificant achievements in the 13-year his
tory of CRSPs. 

Among the achievements are: 

• Genetic research. Germ plasm from 
newly identified wild plants and other 
sources in developing countries was inte
grated with U.S. germ plasm, resulting 
in breakthroughs in disease resistance 
and production yields in sorghum and 
millet, beans and cowpeas and peanuts. 

• New varieties. The development of 
the first hybrid sorghum (Hagen Dura I) 
in Sudan increased production in both 
irrigated and dryland farming by 150 
percent. 

• New breeds. A composite breed of 
goat (for milk and meat) has been de
veloped in Kenya which has potential for 
significant benefits in increased milk and 
meat to small farm families . A prolific 
strain of Javanese sheep has been de
veloped in Indonesia that has nearly dou-
bled lamb production. · 

• Weed control. Progress has been 
made in controlling striga, a parasitic 
weed which often destroys complete 
fields of grain. 

• Disease control. A vaccine against 
pleuropneumonia in small ruminants has 
been developed, and methods were de
veloped which have controlled and eradi-

cated the spread of the deadly caprine 
(goat) arthritic encephalitis disease in 
Kenya . Such joint U.S .-developing 
country efforts are also developing a vac
cine against caseous lymphadenitis, a 
disease in sheep that exists worldwide. 

• New products. A number of new 
food products have been developed and 
are being marketed in Africa, Latin 
America and Southeast Asia: sorghum/ 
wheat flour, doughnuts from cowpea 
flour, a glutinous, rice-like product from 
sorghum flour, and tortillas made with 
sorghum flour and com meal. 

• Improved food quality. Phenols in 
sorghum have been reduced, thereby in
creasing the percentage of digestible pro
tein available to animal and man. A tech
nique has been developed to eradicate 
aflatoxin (a deadly fungus that causes 
liver cancer) from peanut oil. Use of a 
higher-protein, drought-resistant U.S. 
variety of cowpea (black-eyed pea) in 
West Africa thwarted a threatened fam
ine and increased yields and income for 
100,000 people. 

• Child development . Collaborative 
research in nutrition has documented evi
dence that marginal food consumption 
during the first year after birth (and es
pecially during the first three months) has 
a permanent negative effect on the rate of 
growth and on the congnitive and phys
ical performance abilities of children. 
This information is being used to influ
ence policies on food imports, food aid, 
and food production and distribution. 

• Sustainable agriculture. A method 
has been developed for a permanent sed
entary type of farming-that is, 44 suc
cessive crops on the same land- that can 
replace traditional slash-and-bum, shift
ing cultivation in the Brazilian and Peru
vian rainforests. The destruction of rain
forests has global consequences. 

• Management techniques. Utilizing 
worldwide data collected on a standard
ized basis, production has been increased 
and costs have been reduced in pond 
culture-for example, the development 
of fish feed from natural resources-and 
stock assessment contributed to the im-

proved management of stock in small 
coastal fisheries operations. 

• Institution building. The CRSPs 
have enhanced U.S. research institutions 
by providing international experience 
and have improved research institutions 
in developing countries through training 
programs. CRSP-sponsored training pro
grams from 1980-1988 resulted in the 
awarding of 500 doctor's, 628 master's 
and 203 baccalaureate degrees. In addi
tion, CRSP-sponsored workshops 
provided nondegree, specialized training 
for 5,600 people. 

The CRSP Council is focussing on 
ways of integrating CRSP activities to 
address sustainability problems in food 
production and in the us~ of natural re
sources. • 

WORKSHOP 
continued from page 2 

and Statistics (WISTAT) data set contains 
extensive data on 134 countries. It is 
organized to permit national, regional 
and international analysis using widely 
available software, such as Lotus l-2-3. 
Alone or in combination with the World 
Bank development indicators database 
and other data, WISTAT data provide a 
powerful tool for .gender-sensitive analy
sis. The workshop is designed to give 
participants the ability to use such data 
effectively. 

The application deadline is April 20. 
The impetus for this workshop came 

from two previous international work
shops on "Women, Households and De
velopment" which were held in Illinois 
and India. Participants in those work
shops called for improved research meth
odologies and the ability to present pol
icy-relevant findings effectively. Such 
skills are increasingly important as the 
demand for gender analysis in sectoral _ 
programs expands. 

Write or call: Dr. Sam Johnson, III, 
Department of Agricultural Economics, 
University of Illinois, 437 Mumford 
Hall, 1301 West Gregory Drive, Urbana, 
IL 61801. Tel. no.: (217) 333-4211. 
Telex no.: 206957 INTAG VRBA. • 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
ENVIRONMENTANDTHERURALPOOR 

1Vl
ost of the environmentally 
threatened areas of the 
world are inhabited by the 

poorest 20 percent of the population. As 
a result, the maintenance and/or the im
provement of the environment in much of 
the world rests on the poor, especially the 
rural poor. It boils down to the fact that 
when choices hinge on the well-being or 
even survival of the family, the choices to 
be made are rather obvious. Survival or 
well-being will come out on top every 
time, and the effects of their actions upon 
the environment seem unimportant in the 
face of stark reality. Such is the nature of 
the dilemma in much of the developing 
world, and it is especially true in the 
fragile areas where the rural poor tend to 
live. It is a crucial problem that must be 
dealt with if improvement is to be made 
on such fundamental problems as the 
massive amounts of smoke being re
leased into the atmosphere and the de
struction of forests generated by slash 
and bum agriculture, with its resulting 
impact on global climate patterns. 

In a new book published recently, 
Leonard' focuses extensively on this top
ic. Out of a total of 780 million people 
classified as poor, as he points out, " a 
total of some 470 million people, or 60 
percent of the developing world's 780 
million poorest people, live in rural or 
ur.ban areas of high ecological vul
nerability- areas where ecological de
struction or severe environmental haz
ards threaten their well-being." These 
areas are the areas that most often would 
be described as fragile or vulnerable, the 
hillsides, the flood plains, the poorer 
soils, the forests , etc. · 

Broken down by the major regions of 
the world, the distribution ranges from 
80 percent for Latin America, 60 percent 
for Asia, and 51 percent for sub-Saharan 
Africa, indicating that each of the world's 
major regions have a substantial rural 
problem. In absolute numbers, however, 
the picture is very different. half, or 390 
million, reside in South Asia, and 156 
million Jive in sub-Saharan Africa, ac
counting for 70 percent of the world's 
rural poor. 

The pace of the "green revolution" of 
the 60s and 70s has slackened. Recent 
data indicate that crop production world
wide has leveled off after many years of 
increase in the range of 2-3 percent an
nually. There have been no recent major 
breakthroughs such as the so-called mir
acle rice of the 60s, IR-8, that revolu
tionized production in Asia. As a con
sequence of the green revolution, many 
rural people have experienced dra
matic changes in their lives; the quality 
of life has improved demonstrably. As 
Leonard' points out, however, the poor 
are still with us, the 20 percent who are 
left behind, and they are a primary source 
for the environmental problems in the 
developing countries since they tend to 
inhabit the poorest areas. They are also 
the hardest to reach effectively with tech
nological change for a whole host of 
reasons. 

The situation in sub-Saharan Africa is 
a case in point. Because of an inherently 
poor natural resource base- an ex
tremely old, weathered landscape-de
velopment in Africa is made even more 
difficult. A recent FAO report2 has re
ported that only· 36 percent of the har
vested cropland in sub-Saharan Africa is 
classified as high potential. This is con
trasted with 60 percent and 66 percent of 

- similar land in Asia and Latin America, 
respectively. This helps to explain why 
the problems in Africa seem so intracta
ble, but it also offers a challenge, one that 
is crucial if the continent is to feed itself 
and at the same time maintain and/or 
enhance its environment. 

The poor, therefore, are inextricably 
linked to the environmental problem. To 
solve many of the pervasive problems in 
the environment requires that the eco
nomic problems of the poor be addressed 
head-on, the solutfon of which goes di
rectly back to agriculture. The slash and 
bum agricultural systems practiced in 
West Africa, the Amazon, and in South 
Asia must be replaced by food produc
tion systems that are environmentally 
sustainable. Because of the complexity 
of the task- a totally new system is re
quired- it presents a formidable cha!-

lenge to the best and the brightest minds 
in the Title XII community. 

References 
1 H. Jeffrey Leonard, et al Environment and the 
Poor: Development Strategies for a Common Agen
da. U.S.-Third World Policy Perspectives , 
No. 11. , Overseas Development Council. New 
Brunswick, N.J., 1989. 

2 FAO, ''Sustainable Development and Natural Re
sources Management." An unpublished man
uscript. Rome: 1989. 
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May 4, 1990 

MEMORANDUM TO: Member Company Managers 

FROM: John Croft, Public Relations Manager 

SUBJECT: PBS Series "LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE" -
Shows Reasons For Helping Underdeveloped Countries 

Almost every week we hear how something in another part of the world is 
affecting Midwest farmers. The PBS series "Local Heroes, Global Change" 
produced by the Agricultural Cooperative Development Authority (ACDI) is a 
good primer on the affects developing countries can have on the American 
farmer. The global economy and changing political systems we are 
experiencing today will affect the American farmer and our businesses more in 
the 1990's . 

There are four parts to this PBS series and the fourth one to be aired May 28 
or later would be of most interest because it covers U.S. policy choices in: 

1. The GATT negotiations in Uruguay; 
2: The U.S. farm bill; and 
3. Foreign debt and the limits it places on purchases from Third World 

countries. 

The series is designed to help increase understanding why the United States 
gives aid to underdeveloped countries and how it can result in these 
countries buying more from U.S . farmers. 

For scheduling information in your area, call your local PBS station and ask 
for the "Local Heroes, Global Change" schedule, or look in your TV Guide. 
The four presentations will be satellite fed on a weekly basis to local 
stations beginning at 10:00 p.m . May 7. 

The first three presentations look at the development process and the fourth 
one looks at policy choices for the United States. The four programs are: 

With Our Own Eyes - Western ideas have greatly influenced attempts to 
overcome poverty and hunger for underdeveloped countries. 
Against The Odds - Political barriers against change . 
Power Tp Change - Successful development requires learning and 
empowerment at the grass roots. 
The Global Connection - The well-being of all people depends on the 
common global economy. Farmers in the Midwest, trade negotiators in 
Geneva, Bolivians struggling with foreign debt, and others affect our 
common future. 

This information may be of interest to some of your patrons, Farm Bureau 
Young Farmer committees, agriculture teachers and other school groups, etc. 
For more information, contact John Croft (309/557-6178) or ACDI Director of 
Information, Suzanne Rucker, at 202/638-4661 . 

JC/dm 



WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

ON CAMPUS 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
French Administration Bldg., rm 328 

JUL Y/AUGUST,1990 

Local Heroes,Global Change - This excellent four part series on development and global 
interconnections, recently aired on PBS stations across the country, is being purchased by WSU's 
Instructional Media Services. The programs look at a broad range of development issues, examining 

.. the extent and causes of hunger and poverty in the world, the political and economic barriers to 
their elimination, and both successful and unsuccessful efforts at development assistance. Although 
designed as a series, each program stands alone well, and each would be a useful discussion starter 
in classes in many disciplines. For more information on borrowing these tapes, contact IMS, 335-
2225. 

WSU UNIVERSE -- The Summer 1990 issue of the WSU graduate school magazine of research and 
scholarship is devoted exclusively to the University's international activities and the expanding role 
of global awareness and involvement in higher education. Articles cover a broad range of topics, 
from the College of Veterinary Medicine's long term relationship with Kenya to a recent American
Soviet children's a.rt exchange and exhibit. Complimentary copies of this issue of UNIVERSE are 
available from IPDO, French 328. 

CONFERENCES 

First International Conference on Integrated Approach to Sustainable Agriculture - Both a Call for 
Papers and a preliminary brochure for this conference on the role of sustainable development, 
particularly in developing countries; and the question of the relationship between modern agriculture 
and environmental degradation, have been issued by conference organizers. The Conference will be 
held May 20-22, 1991, in Kathmandu, Nepal. Those interested in submitting a paper, or receiving 
more information, should contact Pravakar Bik:ram Shah, Department of Survey, Baneswar, 
Kathmandu, Nepal. Copies of the first circular for this conference are also available from Sally 
Burkhart at IPDO, French 328. . 

Farming Systems Symposium - October 14-17, 1990 - Registration packets and preliminary 
programs for the 10th annual Farming Systems Symposium are now being distributed by the 
conference organizer, the Association for Farming Systems Research-Extension (AFSRE). Theme for 
the Symposium will be The Role of Farmers in FSR·E and Sustainable Agriculture. It will 
be held at Michigan State University in East Lansing. Both pre- and post symposium workshops 
and field trips are planned, including Africulture: A Simulation Game on October 18; a shortcourse 
on Design and Analysis of On-Farm Research-Extension for Sustainable Agriculture, October 11-13; 
a shortcourse on the uses· and applications of the MSTAT-C software for agricultural research, 
October 12-13; a workshop and demonstration by Tillers International of innovations in animal
powered farming on October 18; and a choice of traveling seminars to dairies, research stations, food 
processors and marketers, and cooperatives in the surrounding Michigan countryside on October 
18th. Information on the Society for International Development (SID) 1990 North American 
Perspectives Conference: which follows the Farming Systems Symposium on October 19-20 at the 
Michigan State campus, is also included in the FSR-E registration packet. Early registration fees, at 
a reduced rate, are available until August 31. For a copy of the 1990 Symposium packet, contact 
Sally Burkhart at IPDO, or write directly to 1990 AFSRE Symposium, Institute of International 
Agriculture, 324 Agriculture Hall, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824-1039. 
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IS EC INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE ANO EOUCA noN COUNCIL 

March 22, 1990 

Dear Colleague: 

"Local Heroes, Global Change," a 4-part public television series, provides a 
unique educational resource on agricultural development and U.S. aid and trade 
policies. 

~:oo 

This series will be fed to PBS stations at ·lO:OO p.m. EDT on May 7, 14, 21 
-and 28. Each program is one hour. Although local stations may choose to show 
this series at a different time, it is anticipated that most stations will ruq 
it at these times since this is a national feed. 

Information on this series is enclosed. Resource materials and additional 
information can be obtained from Elise Storck, Breakthrough on Hunger, 1802 
Lawrence Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20018 - Telephone (202) 529-3210. 

Sincerely, 

'12., ~ 
Peg Hively 
Program Development Liaison 
Off ice of International Cooperation 

and Development 

Enclosures 

National Auoci1tion of State Uniwnitin 1nd und-Gr1nt Collevet/ 
American Association of Stat• Coll111n and Univertitin · 
One Dupont Circle, N.W .. Withington, D.C. 20038 

OICD FORM .cit (I/HI 

Office of lntwnational Cooperation ind Oewlopment 
U.S. Oepanment of AQriculture · 
W11hi!"Qton, D.C. 20250 



'1 PP£m1X If 

national grange 
161& H STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 1202) 628-3507 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
Break Through on Hunger 
1802 Lawrence st. I N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 

Dear Elise: 

April 24, 1990 

Enclosed please find a copy of the April 13th issue of the View Frbm 
The Hill. On Page 2 is a sto:ry a.tout Local Heroes, Globa.l Change. 

The View From The Hill is published on a nonthly ba.sis by the National 
Grange's Legislative Department. Its primary readers are the 4,100 Grange 
chapters that are located around the United states and which meet once or 
twice a nonth. The National Grange's approxbnate merotership is 325,000. The 
View From The Hill is also distributed to each member of congress, the news 
media and our generic newsletter sut:scription list. 

Thank you for providing me with the background material for our 
new"Sletter. I am glad the National Grange was able to support your cause. 

IAW/pkh 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~----- - //I .1-···-- · 
r~-&~-c:/'t·V::t:~o- -~·;, 
I..Jaroy Watson 
Legislative Representative 



' 
the ccst of attaining agricultural t:enefits through using alcohol fuels should re 
identified and justified as agricultural improverent ccsts. In this fashion, the cc:st.s 
of an alcohol fuels sut:sidy ~uld re spread ruch rrcre evenly over the national 
population and should nore clooely reflect the costs and t:enefits that each segirent of 
society can expect from efforts to address these vital national concerns. 

'Ihe Grange generally supp::>rts the Highway Users Federation's p::sition on gasohol and the 
federal JID'tor fuels tax. Rol:::ert E. Barrow, Master of the National Grange, said, "It is a 
tough call for the agricultural sector, tut how can we seek. billions of dollars to 
improve the condition of rural roads and bridges and at the sane time take billions of 
dollars out of the Highway Trust Furxi through a federal tax exemption for a prcduct 
that we transport on federally-funded highways? We :must continue to prOIOOte using 
gasohol through tax credits and other incentives that fairly distril:ute the costs of 
prom:Jting gasohol across-the-l:oard to reflect the broad range of benefits that gasohol 
fuels provide to our nation." 

PAUSE FOR 'IHE PLECGE OF ALLEX:;IANCE - 'Ihe National Grange has joined other national and 
regional organizations in asking President Bush to participate in the 1990 Flag Day 
celebration, which is to re held on Jtme 14th, by leadirg the nation in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance. In a letter to the President, Robert E. Barrow, Master of the 
National Grange, said the Grange has a long history of dencnstrating fundamental reliefs 
in GOO. and our country. 'Ihe Grange leader told the President that a "Grange meeting is 
not legal tmless it is opened with a prayer and the official presentation of the 
American flag followed by a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance." 

'Ihe National Master said the hJrning of the flag, as well as other acts of violence that 
have been committed against our flag, "have touched the hearts of all Grange meml:ers and 
leaves us troubled." 'Ihe Master pointed out to the President that other attempts to 
control hl..Ill\al1 l:ehavior by law have failed. He said, "Even the Constitution and the 
arnerrlments thereto have been Violated time ar.d time again• II 'Ihe Grange relieves that 
only through education and dem::mstrating true respect for our flag and the other 
national syrntols of our cotmtry's great love for liJ::;erty and freedom can we bring an end 
to the actions of disrespect. 'Ihe National Master said, "'Ihe love of country and freedom 
cannot re l::mned from the hearts of a free people. '!hat is what we must denonstrate on 
Flag Day, Jtme 14, 1990. 11 

LCCAL HEROES. GI.DEAL CHANGE - Local Heroes. Global Change is a four part Public 
Broadcasting System television series on agricultural developnent and the United states' 
:i;olicies regarding developing nations. 'Ihe series traces the experiences of farmers, 
goverrunent officials and developnent experts from l:oth developed nations, such as the 
united states, and undeveloped nations. 'Ibroughout the series is an underlying context 
of the growing economic interdependence of developed and developing nations. 

'Ihe four segments will re broadcast on or saretime shortly after May 7th, 14th, 21st and 
28th. Broadcast times will vary on the different local stations. Interested viewers 
should check their local listings for the SP=Cific air times in their communities.' 'Ihe 
final segment, "'Ihe Glotal Connection", is designed to stimulate further discussion on 
agricultural trade and developnent issues. SP=Cial resource material for th.is p.rrpJSe 
has been prepared by the program's producers. Grange memt:ers who ~uld like to use this 
supplementary material to initiate discussions on these issues in their Grange should 
write to Elise Storck, Net'M'.)rk Coordinator, 1802 I.awTence st., N.E., Washington, D.C. 
20018, or call her at (202) 529-3210. 

SENATE PP..SSES CLEAN AIR LffiISIATION - On April 2nd, by a vote of 89 to 11, the U. S. 
Senate passed far reaching legislation that will improve the quality of the nation's 
air. 'Ihe broad, new, r egulatory charges, in dozens of irrlustries, that wuuld re mandated 
under the Senate' s legislation are expected to cost al:out $21.5 billion a year in 
addition to the estimated $30 billion a year that the united states spends to meet the 
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0 OrruiJ@[JAction. 
American Council for Voluntary International Action 

19 April 1990 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 

Dear Ms. Storck: 

!-/ 

Enclosed is the most recent issue of our bi-weekly newsletter Monday Developments, 
which contains an article about Local heroes, Global Change on page 8. • 

Monday Developments is read by 4,000 individuals who are employed in international 
relief, developmenc, disaster and refugee assistance. The chief executive officer of 
nearly every major international humanitarian agency is on our mailing list. It is also 
read by overseas staff of InterAction member organizations, key Congressional staffers, 
State Deparunent personnel, private consultants, university faculty and graduate students 
with an interest in international humanitarian issues . 

Thank you for your help putting the article together. 

Sincerely, 
... 
'• 

Tracy L. Geoghegan 
Editor 
Monday Developments 

. 1 .-

1nrer.A.c~ion is a membersh10 asscc1aticn of US. private voluntary c rganizaric ns engaged in internar1ona1 hurrc:-1·c~·cn effor:s. 
including relief. cevelq::menr. refugee ass1srance. i::uohc pclic'f. and development educot1cri 



PBS Series to Highlight Positive Change 
In the Fight Against Poverty, Environmental Destruction 

Local Heroes, Global Change, a four-part series which will 
begin airing May 7 on PBS, documents the struggle of real 
people pursuing economic development in the context of 
global interdependence. Filmed on location around the 
world, the series follows local heroes -- farmers, entre
preneurs and policymakers -- as they search for solutions to 
problems that, increasingly, affect us all. 

Two coalitions which include many InterAction members 
have worked in close consultation with the producers of the 
series. These groups are organizing events in hundreds of 
US communities which will use the series as a focal point 
for dialogue on policy issues and grassroots organizing. 

The programs are a project of World Development Pro
ductions, Inc., whose staff include award-winning film
makers and journalists. The producers have designed each 
hour-long program to broaden viewers' understanding of 
what the development process entails, the knowledge and 
skill that third world people bring to it and economic 
connections linking the developing and industrialized 
countries. 

The series of four one-hour programs travels to such di verse 
locations as South Asia, the Andean highlands, the 
Caribbean, western and southern Africa, the halls of the US 
Congress and the world trade talks in Geneva. Each 
episode examines from a different angle the question of 
why there persists such a gulf between countries of the 
North and the South, and how that gap might be narrowed 
in the years ahead. 

The four programs are: 

• With Our Own Eyes. Western ideas about development 
have greatly influenced attempts to overcome poverty 
and hunger around the world, although these assump
tions have not always worked in third world cultures. 
Innovators in Bangladesh and Indonesia overcome the 
cultural dilemma by valuing local capacities to under 
stand and solve problems. (May 7) 

• Against the Odds. Political barriers to change exist 
simultaneously at ~ifferent levels. A Jamaican factory 
worker, the Ghanaian finance minister and a member of 
the US Congress strive to overcome complex obstacles 
to development at the local, national and international 
levels. (May 14) 
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• Power to Change. Successful development requires 
learning and empowerment at the grassroots. Women 
in rural India and Bolivia and members of the National 
Farmers' Association of Zimbabwe drive the process of 
transformation through new approaches to education 
and collective action. (May 21) 

• The Global Connection. The well-being of people in 
developing and industrialized countries alike depends on 
a common global economy. Farmers in Colorado, trade 
negotiators in Geneva, Bolivians struggling with foreign 
debt, and a Jamaican entrepreneur learn how economic 
policies affect our common future. (May 28) 

The Citizen Involvement Network for Local Heroes, Global 
Change is making assistance and resources available to 
organizations, community groups and educational institutions 
planning activities related to the series arid, in particular, to 
the concluding program on The Global Connection. These 
resource materials include: a summary of grassroots 
research on organizing around the series to assist local 
groups in coalition-building and planning; a one-page 
reproducible discussion guide for Program Four and a 
postcard to request information from Congress on aid, trade 
and debt policies; a press kit including sample press release, 
reproducible poster for promoting local viewer activities, 
and a flyer on the series. 

For help in planning educational events and to order 
resoiuce materials, contact Elise Storck, Network Coor
dinator, 1802 Lawrence Street, NE Washington, DC 
20018, 202/529-3210. InterAction members active in this 
coalition include: CARE, National Council of Returned 
Peace Corps Volunteers, OEF International, Partners of the 
Americas, Results, YMCA of the USA and YWCA of the 
USA. 

The Interreligious Coalition is urging members of churches 
and synagogues to watch the series and discuss its impli
cations. It has produced a study booklet, media kit and 
audio-visual cassette for use in faith-based discussions of 
the programs. To receive these items, send $10 to Alter
natives/Coalition, P.O. Box 429, 5263 Bouldercrest Road, 
Ellenwood, GA 30049. For information, contact Robert E. 
A. Lee at 516/868-6730. InterAction members in this 
coalition include: Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency, American Friends Service Committee, American 
Jewish World Service, Church World Service and CODEL. 

Monday Developments 
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PBS Series: ''Local Heroes, Global Change" 

For Immediate Release Contact: Suzanne Rucker 
or (202) 638-4661 

Alaina Gold 

Washington DC, April 3-"Local Heroes, Global Change," a four-part television series addressing agricultural 

development and U.S. policies in the Third World airs nationwide on PBS during May and June 1990. Broadcast 

dates and times will vary, so viewers should consult local television listings. 

The series, two years production, has been completed with input from 32 U.S. development, religious and . 
service organizations. Its purpose is to explain the reason for United States assistance to developing countries and 

how this policy benefits U.S. trade and the economy. 

Funded by a Biden-Pell grant for agricultural development education and outreach, the series was filmed 

on location in developing countries and the U.S. One-on-one interviews with individual Third World and U.S. 

farmers, entrepreneurs and policy makers are featured to showcase efforts that have already been made to overcome 

barriers to agricultural development, and the outcome of these initiatives. 

The programs present an opportunity medium for citizens debates. Interested groups are encouraged to meet 

after the fourth PBS show to discuss the series and ways in which to get involved in developing country issues. 

Free resource material is available to groups including 

• 
• 

A press kit with a sample press release, flyer and a reproducible poster • 

A discussion guide for the fourth program to encourage local dialogue • 

• A postcard to request information from the Congress on aid, trade and debt policies • 

• A summary of grassroots research to assist local groups in coalition building and planni-ng . 

For help in planning activities or to order resource material, please contact Suzanne Rucker or Alaina Gold at 

(202)638-4661. 

ACDI is a non-profit training, technical and managemen't assistaru:e organization. Its mission is to foster economic 
development and trade relationships by im·proving the income and well being of farmers world..,vide through assist
ing in the organization and use of member-owned agricultural and credit institutions. 

Chainnan of the Board 
II Dixie L. Riddle 

CENEX 

Vire Chairman 
::II Arthur J. Fogerty 

Agway, Inc. 

-30-

Secretary 
• Carroll H . Gilbert 

Southern States Cooperative, Inc. 

Treasurer 
II Wayne Anderson 

Co Bank 



PRIMER FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

~ The Event 

~LOCAL 
. HEROES, 

On four Monday evenings this May, public tele
vision viewers will meet extraordinary people over
coming poverty and hunger around the world . 

PBS will feed its four-part TV series LOCAL 
HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE to member stations 
nation wide at 10 pm on May 7, May 14, May 21 and 
May 28, 1990. Check local listings for the exact 
broadcast times in your area. 

CHANGE 
BREAKING THROUGH ON HUNGER, 
POVERTY AND ENVIRONI\t!ENT 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE documents 
the struggle of real people pursuing economic devel
opment in the context of global interdependence. 
Filmed on location around the world, the series 
follows local heroes-farmers, entrepreneurs, and 
policymakers-as they search for solutions to 
problems that, increasingly, affect us all: 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE is a project 
of World Development Productions, Inc., whose 
staff include award-winning filmmakers and jour

nalists. In consultation with development experts and educators, the producers have designed each hour
long program to broaden viewers' understanding of what the development process entails, the knowledge 
and skill that Third World people bring to it and economic connections linking the developing and 
industrialized countries. 

The Four Programs---------------------

With Our Own Eyes Western ideas about development have greatly influenced attempts to overcome 
poverty and hunger around the world, although these assumptions have not always worked in Third World 
cultures. Innovators in Bangladesh and Indonesia overcome the cultural dilemma by valuing local capacities to 
understand and solve problems. 

Against the Odds Political barriers to change exist simultaneously at different levels. A Jamaican factory 
worker, the Ghanaian finance minister and a member of the U.S. Congress strive to overcome complex 
obstacles to development at the local, national and international levels. 

Power to Change Successful development re-
quires learning and empowerment at the grassroots. 
Women in rural India and Bolivia and members of 
the National Farmers Association of Zimbabwe 
drive the process of transformation through new 
approaches to education and collective action. 

The Global Connection The well-being of people 
in developing and industrialized countries alike 
depends on a common global economy. Farmers in 
Colorado, trade negotiators in Geneva, Bolivians 
struggling with foreign debt, and a Jamaican 
entrepreneur learn how economic policies affect our 
common future. 

You Can Get Involved 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE will 
be a valuable resource for learning about 
economic development and U.S. aid, trade 
and debt policies toward the Third World. 

Please turn the page for information on 
planning educational activities related to the 
PBS series, and resources available to you. 



Activities and Resources 

Viewers are encouraged to use LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL 
CHANGE-and especially Program Four-to help stimulate local dis
cussion on economic development, interdependence and U.S. policies. 

A wide range of educational activity is possible: informal viewer 
groups at home; discussion programs in your club, church or 
synagogue; community events involving local experts at your school, 
public library, or town hall; or campus-based programs drawing on the 
expertise of faculty and international scholars. 

Assistance and resources will be available to organizations, community 
groups and educational institutions planning activities related to the 
series and, in particular, to the concluding program on The Global 
Connection. These resource materials include: 

• a free summary of grassroots research on 
organizing around the series, to assist local 
groups in coalition-building and planning. 

• a one-page reproducible discussion guide (free) 
for Program Four, The Global Connection, to encour
age local dialogue on policy issues covered in the 
final broadcast; and a postcard to request informa
tion from the Congress on aid, trade and debt policies. 

• a free press kit, including sample press release, 
reproducible poster for promoting local viewer 
activities, and flyer on the series. 

Lo cA-~s For help in planning educational 
I.[:..; ' events and to order resource ma-~ _1-c' RO ~L terials, please contact Elise Storck, 

.£ l: µ·~'I\\ Network Coordinator, 

Gu U D 1802 Lawrence Street, NE, \J Washington, DC 20018 ANGE or call 202-529-3210. 

c 11 U\lNGliR. 
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If you are a member or supporter of one of 
the Network organizations listed below, 
please contact your national office for help 
in. coordinating local participation. 

Citizen-Involvement Network for 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

African Development Foundation 
Agricultural Cooperative 

Development International 
American Association of 

School Administrators 
American Dietetic Association 
American Home Economics 

Association 
CARE 
General Federation of Women's Clubs 
Global Learning 
Global Tomorrow Coalition 
Inter Action 
International Association of Lions Clubs 
International Development Conference 
International Science and Education 

Council 
National Association of Extension 

Home Economists 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Committee for World Food Day 
National Council of Returned Peace 

Corps Volunteers 
National Council of World Affairs 

Organizations 
OEF International 
Pan American Development Foundation 
Partners of the Americas 
Results 
Sister Cities International 
Society for International Development 
Society for Nutrition Education 
Trade and Development Program 
United Nations Association 
USDA Extension Service 
Volunteers in Overseas Cooperative 

Assistance 
WorldWise 2000 
YMCA of the USA 
YWCA of the USA 
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The developing nations (sometimes called the South) and the industrialized nations (the 
North) are increasingly connected in ways few of us realize. The television series 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE-and especially its concluding program "The 
Global Connection"-explores these connections. Currently, many global connections 
constrict economic growth in developing countries, and this may jeopardize global 
security and the future of trade for the wealthier nations. The trade connection: Farm 
subsidies and protectionist trade policies in the North put the South at a disadvantage 
when competing in world markets, and may end up making developing nations so poor 
they cannot buy goods from the North. The debt connection: A large part of the income 
many developing nations earn must be used to pay interest on their massive foreign debt, 
inhibiting their development plans and ability to import. 

Third World prosperity is connected to U.S . prosperity: about a third of all U.S. exports 
are now sold to the South. In the United States, policy changes have been proposed that 
could help to ease poverty in developing countries and promote their future growth. 
Some proponents argue these would ultimately benefit North as well as South. But the 
proposals have been controversial. 

I. What Should the U. S. Do in International Trade Negotiations? 

THE CHOICE: Should world trade be made more free? 
AT STAKE: Farm subsidies in the North that promote exports to the South, and 

developing country access to markets in the U.S., Europe and Japan . 

THE BACKGROUND: For decades leaders 
around the world have resisted bringing farm 
policy and agricultural trade under the free
trade discipline of GA TT -the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in Geneva. 
Most governments (including developing 
nations) regulate trade in one way or another. 
But the wealthier nations give particularly 
large subsidies to their farmers and legislate 
to protect them from outside competition, 

often at considerable expense to taxpayers 
and consumers. The resulting tax burden on 
Americans each year is an estimated $30 to 
$40 billion; for Europeans it's even more. 
In a reversal of its past policies and current 
practices, the U.S. has proposed bringing 
agriculture under rules of freer trade. The 
Bush administration wants both the U.S. and 
European nations to reduce farm subsidies, 
greatly reducing the tax burden. 

*vou ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE MULTIPLE COPIES OF THIS GUIDE FOR YOUR DISCUSSION GROUP. 
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PROPONENTS argue that developing 
countries, particularly those that export farm 
goods, could benefit, as farmers in the North 
would no longer have the "head start" of such 
extensive government assistance. There 
would also be benefits for the North, they say, 
as developing nations earn more income and 
begin to buy more from abroad. 

OPPONENTS argue that efforts to bring 
agriculture under GATT rules would 
jeopardize the American farm position, 
certainly in crops like sugar in which Third 

YOU DECIDE: 

World farmers can produce at a lower cost. 
Continued subsidies and protection, they say, 
are needed. OTHER EXPERTS-concerned 
to make poor nations more food-secure and 
self-reliant-say freer trade could harm the 
poor majority within a developing nation if it 
ends up benefitting only wealthy farmers, or 
encourages them to acquire land and displace 
the poor, or encourages a nation to get more 
dependent on food imports. These analysts 
want change in world trade to reward nations 
that promote broad-based economic, social 
and environmental development. 

1) In principle, do you favor moves to create a freer global trading system? 
2) If U.S. farm subsidies and trade barriers were reduced, producers of subsidized and 
protected crops like sugar, rice, dairy products and wheat would have to adjust. Some might 
become less competitive and go out of business. Would this change your view about question 
#17 What if threatened farm groups could be given government help to shift to a new r 
livelihood? 
3) Some policies being debated at GATT would give poorer countries "preferential 
treatment" to encourage local development and self-reliance. Which approach do you prefer: 
The U.S. position, which favors limited preferential treatment, and only for the very 
poorest nations; or the European position, which encourages broader preferential 
treatment, and for the full range of developing nations? 

II. U.S. Farm Policies that Affect the World Trade System 

THE CHOICE: When making farm policy, should our legislators keep in mind the impact 
on developing countries? 

AT STAKE: Whether U.S. policies will promote or detract from economic developme!lt 
in the poor nations and their ability to buy U.S. exports. 

THE BACKGROUND: America's current 
farm program was framed in 1985. The 
American farm community was then facing 
hardships, and the new bill gave relatively 
little attention to the impact th~ Program 
might have on development in poor nations. 
The bill was based on giving farmers help in 
the short run through income protection, 
while expanding exports for long term gains. 
To boost exports, subsidies were given 
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farmers and the large trading companies. 

The new program had some negative effects 
on developing nations. For instance, U.S. 
surplus rice was pushed onto the world 
market at a low price, radically reducing the 
income of small rice producers in Thailand. 
The U.S. farm program also continued 
protections against competition from abroad 
for most producer groups. The Reagan 



administration argued that the export 
strategy would not only save American 
farmers, but put U.S. negotiators in a 
stronger position to bargain with Europe for 
the ultimate reduction of both their, and our, 
farm subsidies. 
For the new 1990 Farm Bill, THE BUSH 
ADMINISTRATION has proposed continu
ing this strategy. The hope is to eventually 
reach an agreement with Europe on mutual 
reduction of farm subsidies, so reducing the 
U.S. budget deficit and promoting freer world 
trade. In a freer trading system, the 

YOU DECIDE: 

Administration believes, most U.S. farmers 
would be quite competitive. OPPONENTS of 
reducing the export enhancements and 
protections of the 1985 bill, including some 
grain trading companies, say that the U.S. 
would lose a share of the world grain market, 
and so lose income. STILL OTHERS want 
lawmakers to write farm legislation with an 
eye to supporting development in poor 
nations. If U.S. policies interfere with such 
development, they say, poor nations cannot 
emerge from poverty, and U.S. export 
interests will be jeopardized in the long run. 

1) In general, do you think the benefits of the export-promoting subsidies in the farm bill 
outweigh the costs at home and abroad? 
2) Should lawmakers make U.S. farm legislation with an eye to its impact on reducing 
poverty in the developing countries? 

III. Policies Affecting Third World Debt 

THE CHOICE: Should U.S. policies be crafted with an eye to reducing the debt burden of 
impoverished nations? 

THE STAKES: The ability of poor nations to invest in social and economic development, 
improve living standards and import goods from other countries, 
including the United States. 

THE BACKGROUND: Developing countries 
have fallen into serious debt over the past two 
decades. In the early 1970s, Western banks 
(then flush with "petro-dollars") encouraged 
the developing nations to borrow; the 
developing nations, expecting a steady 
income from the sale of commodities on world 
markets, were eager to borrow. In many cases 
their loans were not spent on productive 
industry but on short- term consumption; 
some funds were skimmed off by corrupt 
governments. By the late 70s and early 80s, 
Third World nations' export income dried up 
as world commodity prices collapsed. Their 
"investments" at home failed to get good 
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returns. Now they could not even pay the 
interest on their international debts, let alone 
the principal. The amount they owed rose 
even more as the U.S. Federal Reserve raised 
interest rates in the early 80s. 

In the mid- and late-80s many developing 
nations have been trying to restructure their 
economies to live more within their means. 
Often this so-called "structural adjustment" 
has meant-as in the U.S.-cutting programs 
and services that have helped the more 
vulnerable groups in society. The problem, 
argue some, is that poor nations then cannot 
"develop," resolve their economic hardships, 
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or pay back their international debt-and the 
poverty cycle goes on. 
Some policy changes have been proposed in 
the U.S. to help ease the situation of indebted 
nations. One-the Administration's "Brady 
Plan"-encourages commercial banks to 
reduce or forgive debts to Third World 
nations. Other possible actions are lodged in 
the U.S. foreign aid and farm bills: 

(a) Ins/rue/ions fin the foreign nid bi/I) for U.S. 
represenlnlii•es lo the del'elopmml banks: 
Lawmakers could instruct America's 
representatives to the international 
development banks to ease the 
conditions for giving new loans and debt 
relief. In some cases, the banks have 

YOU DECIDE: 

been criticized for demanding economic 
reforms that prove too tough on 
vulnerable groups in the poor nations, 
stifling their economies before they can 
get back on their feet. 

b) " Food for Peace" 1lebl forgil'eness: Law
makers could also forgive repayment 
of loans that were incurred by poor 
nations through America's so-called Food 
for Peace program-loans received from 
the U.S. to buy American surplus grain. 
The Senate version of the Farm Bill, for 
instance, would forgive old Food for 
Peace debts to the very poor nations, in 
effect making those loans gf1111 /s. 

(1) In principle, would you like to see U.S. foreign aid policy and the Food for Peace program 
encourage debt relief for the poor nations? What would you do about "wealthier debtors" 
like Brazil, or about nations known for concentrating national resources in the hands of the I 
better-off minority, at the expense of the needy majority? 
(2) Is there a "middle way" between debt forgiveness and a strict demand for debt payment, 
one that would encourage needed reforms in debtor nations while protecting the needy? 
(3) By raising its interest rates in the 1980s, the United States greatly compounded the 
overseas debt problem. The U.S. is also the biggest debtor in the world. Is it fair for us to 
demand that developing nations reduce their debt when our own deficit is so high? 

Rep. --- ----
U.S. Hbuse of Representatives 
w.,hlngton, DC 20515 
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FOLLOW UP ACTIVITY: 
Sending a postcard provides a means for yo11 lo 
register your interest in the issues of LOCAL 

HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 
with the Congress. 

When mailing your postcard, 
please remember lo affix 15 
cents postage 011 each, prot•ide 
your refunr address, and FILL 
IN THE NAME OF YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS. Tlrauk you 
for participating in this 
unique project. 



As a concerned voter who recently watched the PBS television series LOCAL 
HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE, I would appreciate knowing your views 
on the following questions regarding U.S. policies that affect developing countries: 

1. How do U.S. trade policies help or harm people in the Third World? Do U.S. 
trade policies sometimes conflict with our efforts to provide economic 
assistance to developing countries? 

2. How does domestic legislation, such as the Farm Bill, also affect farmers and 
consumers in developing countries? 

3. What connections do you see among Third World debt, U.S . exports and 
American jobs? 

Thank you very much for explaining your views on these issues. 

Sincerely, 

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITY: 

These postcards provide a means 
for you lo report on your dis
cussion aclivilies and register 
your interest in the issues of 
LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL 
CHANGE with the Congress. 

When mailing these postcards, 
please remember lo affix 15 
cents postage on each, provide 
your return address, and 
FILL IN TI-JE NAME OF 
YOUR REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS. Thank you 
for participating in this 
unique project. 

-------- ------------ --- ·-------------- - --- - --- - -- - ----- - -- -- ---------~- - - - ----- - ------- - -------- -

I. Your name/affiliation -----------------------

2. Discussion location ------.---------.-----------plue city 1tate 

3. Number of participants___ 4. Your telephone number --------

5. Sponsoring organizations 

6. Did you decide to write Congress for more information? ---

7. Which programs in the TV series did you watch? __ With Our Own Eyes 
--Against the Odds --Power to Change __ The Global Connection 

8 . Regarding Program Four and your discussion, please answer the following: 

- Do you feel you learned much about the linkages b.etween 
the U.S. and developing countries? 

- Does watching the broadcast and discussion 
motivate you to take an active response to these issues? 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

If so, what? -------------------------

- If you were to participate in a future discussion event linked 
to a TV series, would you plan the activity differently? · yes no 

Comments or suggestions: 

LOCAL 
HEROES, 
GJLttRAJL 
CHANGE 
BREAKING THROUGH ON HUNGER, 
POVERT Y AND ENVIRONMENT 



name 

return street address 

city, state, zip code 

name 

return street address 

city, state, zip code 

Rep. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Elise Storck 
Coordinator, Citizen Involvement Activities 
1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY /J f/ 
COLLEGE STATION, TX 77843-2116 r/ff~A/h(i "-. 

409/845-2951 (Office) 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
Breakthrough on Hunger 
1802 Lawrence Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 

Dear Ms. Storck: 

409/845-6296 (Fax) 

April 30, 1990 

The PBS Series on Development to air in May, 1990 has just come to my 
attention. This is most fortuitous as I will be teaching a graduate course in 
international agricultural development starting in May. I will urge all my 
students to view this series as a basis for follow-up discussion in class. 

The release I saw indicated that in addition to a full series Viewer Guide, 
resource materials for Program Four "Local Heroes, Global Change" were 
available from you. 

I would be very pleased to receive bot~these items, and if they would be 
available in quantity, could I obtain 8 c pies for distribution to the 
members of my class? 

Thank you for your consideration of the request. 

Yours Very Truly 

if90<uJJc /t, . .,t,~l 
Daniel C. Pfannstiel 
Professor 



/~:~.~~~~~~~~i_;t_J_._- _____________________________________________ ~ 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE Director's Office Agriculture Hall 

Michigan State University 

April 3, 1990 

Else Storck 
Network Coordinator 
Breakthrough on Hunger 
1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 

Dear Ms. Storck: 

(517) 355-2308 East Lansing, Michigan 48824· I 039 
FAX 355-6473 

I am writing to request a complete set of the free resource materials for the PBS 
series, Local Heroes, Global Change. 

We recently placed an announcement about the series in our newsletter suggesting 
that interested Extension staff contact you directly for their resource packets. 

I look forward to viewing the series. Good luck in the bu5y weeks ahead and thank 
you in advance for your response to my request. 

Sincerely, 

) _ f J . ,y l-1 · ~ L-' i- · '· . --r l\/ 'l. ,_,,.,-'\~--- ... ... .,, 

~at~ryn Mintz . ... C'' 
Extension Associate 

KM:ls/storck 

- ------------- - --- - -·-
Cooperative Ex lens Ion Service programs are open to all without regard to race, color. 
notional origin. sex or handicap. 
Michigan S101e Unlvrrsily. U.S. Deporlmenl of r.gricullure and counties cooperating 
MSU is on Affirmative AcllonJEquoi Oppor1uni1y lnstiluuon 



Marc..1-i 22, 1990 

Ms Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
Breakthrough en Hunger 
1802 Lawrence Street NE 
Washington, D. C. 20018 

Dear Hs Storck: 

"Jould you kindly send ma information concerning the " Local Heroes, Global Change" 
set of videos that was announced in the Hunger Teachnet newsletter Number 4 Narc.11 1990? 

I am interested in both the viewer guide and resources for educational activities 
as a follow up to the program. 

I Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 
('\ ·' ()/1 . :·l~ ;~ ~~ 1~.!(LU-l.~(~1 
~arres A. PJlodes 

-Director of International Studies 
Professor of Political Science 
Luther College 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 

319-387-1250 office 

LUTHER COLLEGE DECORAH. IOWA 52101-1045 /319/387-2000 



TEXAS A&I 
UNIVERSITY 
College of Agriculture and Home Economics 

April 16, 1990 

Elise Storck 
Breakthrough on Hunger 
1802 Lawrence Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 

Dear Elise: 

Campus Box 156 Klngsvtlle. TX 78363 512/595-3711 

I recently learned of the upcoming PBS series, "Local Heroes, 
Global Change." I wish to receive the packet of resources for 
educational activities. I am very pleased with the relevance of 
the topics to be addressed but disappointed that the series airs 
after our semester ends. My intention is to record the programs 
for future classroom use. 

I am involved on the local and national level with a group having 
a similar purpose--World Food Day. I have a personal and 
professional interest in food/environment issues. Perhaps 
opportunities will arise for further involvement in your 
organization. Let's keep in touch. 

Sincerely, 

Duane T. Gardiner 
Assistant Professor of Soil Science 

A Part of The Texas A&M University System 
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International Agricultural Programs 

College of Agriculture 

May 25, 1990 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
1802 Lawrence St., N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 

Dear Ms. Storck: 

LU WYOMING 
P.O. Box 3354 

Laramie, WY 82071-3354 USA 
Telephone: (307) 766-3576 

Telex: 401154(IAT UD) 
Facsimile: 307-766-3379 

Upon review of your "Dear Colleagues" letter discussing the PBS 
showing of "Breakthrough on Hunger," our office has identified a desire 
within our institution for the videos. We plan on showing the material to 
various groups on campus and in the community. 

Please send us a copy of the video and accompanying materials or 
identify how we may acquire these items. Thank you for your assistance. 

PJG:jjl 

Sincerely, 

.I 
/f J. fl/I .. .: r '//J/ 

// • 'fl( . 

IP ter J. Guernsey 
Program Coordinator 

/~£-' .! ""' ) ) I - -

The Univenity oC Wyoming is an equal opponunity/affirmative action institution. 



SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE [Note Inserts] 

For Immediate Release 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE Public Television Series Highlights 
Global Advances Against Poverty and Environmental Destruction 

Beginning [date of first program] at [time]. 

Four-Part Series to be Broadcast as Part of "Operation Earth," 
the PBS Campaign to Increase Awareness of Global Issues 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE presents a new look at the 

developing world through the eyes of people overcoming poverty and 

creating positive change . In such diverse locations as South Asia, 

the Andean highlands, the Caribbean, Southern Africa, the U.S. · 

Congress and the world trade talks at Geneva, the four one-hour 

programs examine the gulf between the industrialized "North" and 

the developing "South," and explore how the gap might be narrowed. 

Produced by World Development Productions in Boston, LOCAL 

HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE will air on [local PBS station call letters 

and channel number] on [four broadcast dates] at [time]. The 

series telecast is part of PBS' "Operation Earth," a year-long 

campaign to increase awareness and spur community action about 

issues affecting our planet. 

Program One, "With Our Own Eves'' -- Successful approaches to 

development in the North have had mixed results in the South. The 

deve l opment process must be adapted to local experience and ecology 

and involve local people as full partners in the process of change. 

Indonesia faced environmental catastrophe and hunger because of the 

threat posed to'its rice crop by a small insect. Through the work 

of Wachyu Sutrisna, a farmer's son· and extension agent, a new 

generation of agriculturalists are helping the nation avoid 

devastation . In Bangladesh, long considered a country that could 

never overcome widespread poverty, certain assumptions of 
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hopelessness are being reversed. Hasina Begum, a young woman who 

works for the remarkable Grameen Bank, shows how the poorest of the 

poor, including women, can pull themselves out of despair. 

Program Two, "Against the Odds'' -- Viewers will have a rare 

glimpse of the economic and political forces affecting development 

through an intimate portrait a Third World finance minister. 

Spending a day with Ghanaian Kwesi Botchwey reveals global and 

local impediments to change in the South that are little understood 

by people in the North. Then, backstage in the halls of Congress, 

the machinations surrounding the allocation of the U.S. foreign aid 

program are revealed, and the process is not what one might expect. 

Both stories of power are put into vivid perspective by Hortense 

Smith, as she tries to improve prospects for herself and her 

children in a free trade zone in Jamaica. 

Program Three, "Power to Change" -- For de•1el opment to 

occur, policy changes are needed "at the top." But transformations 

and learning at a very personal level are equally crucial. In a 

village in northwest India, severe environmental degradation that 

could not be halted by technology alone is turned around by 

villagers working together , A Bolivian woman who once felt she was 

"born poor and would die poor" learns to see through her situation 

and teaches others in her community to embrace new possibilities 

for change. Emerging grassroots participation by members of a 

national farmers organization in Zimbabwe shows how the quest :or 

democracy is not confined to the countries of Eastern Europe. 

Program Four, "The Global Connection" -- The world economy 

is so closely interconnected that industrialized nations' policies 

directly affect the well-being of developing countries, and vice

versa. Colorado farmers do their best to survive in a world 

economy they did not create and which is changing all around 

them. They've never come into contact with poor communities in 
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Bolivia, Jamaica or Ghana, but their futures are deeply connected. 

In a global economy where it is difficult to be a "local hero," 

people in both North and South face many of the same challenges in 

attaining economic prosperity. 

[Insert paragraph for local discussion activity: 

On date at time, a discussion activity based on the issues 

of LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE wil! be held at name of institution, 

library, town hall, etc., located at address. Sponsored by name(s) 

of sponsorina organization(s), the forum will include presentations 

by list soeakers and their affiliations and ample time for 

participant discussion on linkages between the U.S. and the 

developing countries. The public is invited to attend and may call 

contact person at phone number for more information.~ 

LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE, narrated by Academy Award 

nominee Lindsay Crouse, is presented to the PBS network by South 

Carolina Educational Television. The series is funded in part by 

Kraft General Foods, The Rockefeller Foundation, The Ford 

Foundation, the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nabisco 

Brands and the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. Support for 

educational activities has been provided by the USAID Biden-Pell 

program, the W.K. Kellog Foundation and USA for Africa. 

May 1990 

(LOCAL CONTACT:] 

name 
address 
oh one 

# # 

NATIONAL EDUCATION CONTACT: 

Elise Storck 
Network Coordinator 
1802 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
tel. 202-529-3210 



List of Resource Materials 
BREAKTHROUGH ON HUNGER project 
Grant No. OTR-0230-G-SS-7173-03 

(copies of all materials enclosed) 

I. LOCAL HEROES., GLOBAL CHANGE -- the PBS Television Series 

(Partial AID support for Rij D for Concluding Program) 

II. Teachers Guide: LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 

(Helped indirectly through AID support 
for Citizen Involvement Activities) 

III. "Breakthroughs on Hunger: A Journalist's Encountr with 
Global Change" by Hichard M. Harley 

(Companion book to the PBS TV series, produced with no 
direct AID funding, but a product that indirectly 
benefitted from AID grant) 

IV. Associated Materials with No Direct AID Support 

-- Overview brochure for TV series and book 
Press Kit for LOCAL HEROES, GLOBAL CHANGE 
Report on Publicity (press clippings) 
Guide for Congregational Study (produced by the 

lnterreligious Coalition for Breakthrough 
on Hunger) 

/ 
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