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by Lisa Bedolla

n August 1997, NCLR launched a new initiative with Partners
of the Americas Inc. (Partners) to implement a one-year pilot
: development education project, "Partners REacH Out to the
HTTP ://INFOLATINO-COM/HCIR Hispanic American Community.” The goal of this project is to
increase awareness of international development programs and issues
through collaborative public education efforts targeted at and
involving U.S. Latino community-based organizations. For the pilot
year, NCLR and Partners targeted three cities/NCLR affiliates to
participate in the development of a project increasing Latino
awareness regarding the impact of international trends on their
communities. The three cities/NCLR affiliates selected for the 1997-
98 program year are Kansas City, MO (Guadalupe Center Inc./
Coalition of Hispanic Organizations); Albuquerque, NM (Youth
Development Inc.); and Phoenix, AZ (Valle del Sol). During the
1998 National Conference in Philadelphia, PA, each group will
discuss the joint projects they designed, highlighting the impact of

forcign policy on their communitics and why it is important for
LLS. Latinos to be involved.

In Arizona, the alumni of Valle del Sol's Hispanic Leadership
Institute (L) will participate in the Plenary Session of the Arizona-
Mexico Commission (AMC). The AMC s a public¢/private nonprofit
organization with the mission of strengthening cconomic and
cultural relations between Arizona and Sonora. Its Plenary Session
serves as a vechicle for cconomic and social development policy
towards Mexico by working towards the formulation of programs
addressing issues of mutual importance to Arizona and Mexico. The
HLI was established in 1986 as a leadership institute for Arizona
Hispanic professionals. Currently, the HLI works in partnership
with Arizona State University College of Extended Education. Its
alumni represent a cross-section of Hispanics from the Phocenix

metropolilan arca.

Historically, there has been limited participation by diverse
sectors of the Hispanic community in Plenary Session of the AMC,
which is emerging as an important forum for the formulation of
Arizona’s international and development policies, This program
provides a very important mechanism to incorporate Arizona Latino
perspectives in forums affecting their communities.

INTERNATIONAL TRENDS AND U.S. LATINOS

by Lisa Bedolla

he Hispanic Council on International Relations (HCIR)

invites you to attend a workshop entitled "Foreign Policy:

Implications For Our Communities,” on July 21, 1998, from
3:30 to 5:30 pm at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. Irasema
Garza, Secretary, U.S. National Administrative Office, Bureau of
International Labor Affairs, Department of Labor; Larry Harrington,
ULS. Director, Inter-American Development Bank; Monica Lozano,
Publisher/Executive Director, La Opinion; and Moisés Naim, Editor,
Foreign Policy Magazine, will be examining the impact of foreign policy
on the U.S. and its relevance for U.S. Latinos. In particular, the
discussion will focus on the effects of economic trends and crises
abroad on Hispanic American communities and job opportunities,
and why it is important for ULS. Latinos to be involved in policy
formulation and implementation.

This program is the second in an HCIR annual series featuring
prominent foreign policy commentators and practitioners discussing
the emerging role of Hispanic Americans in international affairs.
Early in the next century, Hispanic Americans will become the
nation's largest ethnic minority. With this comes a responsibility to
participate in policy discussions affecting the Hispanic American
community, particularly with respect to the growing integration of
the United States and our hemispheric neighbors. In an effort to
promote thinking on these issues, HCIR annually invites four
distinguished foreign policy commentators and decision-makers to
discuss the forces driving the U.S. foreign policy decision-making
process and the role U.S. Latinos can play in the future. Last year,
Leslie Gelb, President, Council on Foreign Relations; Jessica
Mathews, President, Carnegic Endowment for International Peace;
Congressman Esteban Torres (D-CA); and Arturo Valenzuela,
Director, Center for Latin American Studies, Georgetown
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PARTNERS OF THE AMERICAS TO PRESENT
WoRrksHoOP AT NCLR 1998 CoONFERENCE

In New Mexico, Youth Development Inc. (YDI) will collaborate
with Partners volunteers at The Center for Southwest Culture and
Aspectos Culturales in the production of an activity book that will
increase awareness of international relations between New Mexico
and Mexico, and create an understanding that the two groups are
both unique and linked through cultural and linguistic ties going
back several centuries. The activity books, developed for clementary
school children, will reflect the historical, economic, and familial
ties between New Mexico and Mexico, and will be distributed
through the Head Start programs and after-school programs
administered by YDI. This collaborative project is part of a larger
effort to bridge awareness and increase communication and
understanding between Mexico and the United States through
historical education.

This project addresses the nced for increased understanding
among U.S. Latinos of how social and cconomic concerns facing
the Latin Amcrican/Caribbcan (I.LAC) region impact the quality of
life of Hispanics in the ULS., and how ULS. Tatinos can expand
their capacity to become involved on these issues. Partners of the
Amcricas was cstablished by the United States Agency for
International Development (LISAID) in 1964 as the people-to-
pecople component of the Alliance for Progress. Today, Partners is
the hemisphere's largest private volunteer organization involved in
international development and training. Its volunteer network spans
45 ULS. states and the District of Columbia, and 31 countries of the

LAC rcgion.

Each of the organization's 60O “partnerships" links a state or region
of the U.S. with an area in the LAC region, and represents a
cooperative bilateral organization. For example, the Kansas-Paraguay
Partners' chapters work together in such arcas as civic cducation,
health, agriculture, natural resource management, small business
development, and emergencey preparedness. All Partners” projects
promote collaboration between ULS. and LAC citizens, enhance the
skills of community leaders, involve private citizens in the social and
cconomic decisions that aflect their lives, and strengthen the
institutions through which they make their voices heard

For further information please contact Lisa Bedolla, TICIR
Program Administrator, al (202) 776-1754, with any ducstions
or commenls. NCLR
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University, addressed an audience of over 100 appointed and clected
officials, business and community leaders, current and former U.S.
Foreign Service officers, Mexican industry leaders, scholars, and
students at the 1997 NCLR Annual Conference in Chicago, IL.
The largely Hispanic audience reflected growing intcrest among
ULS. Latinos in foreign policy formulation. Given the escalating
impact of international trends on the Hispanic American community,
it is apparent that Latino participation in the U.S. foreign policy
decision-making process can profoundly affect our community's
well-being.

For information on this years or last years forum, please call HCIR
at (202) 776-1754. NIR

In April, HCIR honored cxiting U.S. Exccutive Director of the Inter-American

Development Bank (IDB), the Honorable Ronald Sc/mnmn,‘/br his dedication and
commitment to promoting U.S. Latino involvement in inter-American affairs.
Pictured left to right: Frank Gémez, 1ICIR Chairman; Rita DiMartino, {ICIR Vice
Chairwoman; Honorable Ronald Scheman; Muni Fiyueres, Dircctor {z/’ FExternal

Relations, IDB;  Peter [lakim, President, Inter-Americun Dialogue
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