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Open Data at USAID 
 

 

USAID has begun the process of making its data available to the public in formats 
easily readable by computers, subject to restrictions allowable by law.  This is in 
accordance with Executive Order 13642 released on May 9, 2013, which notes 
that “the default state of new and modernized Government information 
resources shall be open and machine readable.”  For further guidance, consult 
the Office of Management and Budget’s Open Data Policy (M-13-13) and the 
Project Open Data website.  

 

 

In recent years, the U.S. Government has published thousands of its data 
resources across fields such as health and medicine, education, energy, public 
safety, global development, and finance in machine-readable form for free 
public use.  Making these information resources accessible, discoverable, and 
usable by the public has helped fuel entrepreneurship, innovation, and scientific 
discovery -- all of which improve Americans' lives, contribute significantly to job 
creation, and enhance development outcomes.  

 

In accordance with the Open Data Policy, USAID has created the following: 
• Enterprise Inventory:  An inventory of USAID’s public and non-public data 

assets1, submitted directly to OMB 
• Public Data Listing:  A listing of data assets that USAID can make publicly 

available, posted at www.usaid.gov/data  
• Inventory Schedule:  A schedule of how USAID plans to expand, enrich, and 

open its data inventory, posted at www.usaid.gov/digitalstrategy  
• Customer Feedback Process:  A process for data users to provide feedback on 

USAID’s public data assets, posted at www.usaid.gov/digitalstrategy  
• Data Publication Process:  A process for releasing data, while ensuring legality 

and protections for privacy and security, posted at 
www.usaid.gov/digitalstrategy  

• Roles and Responsibilities:  Specific points of contact at USAID for managing 
information and data, submitted directly to OMB 

• New Policy and Award Language:  ADS 579 on “Development Data,” outlining 
open data requirements for all USAID operating units and changes to award 
language requiring implementing partners to submit data to USAID.  

 

The Information Governance Committee (InfoGov) of USAID’s Management 
Operations Council (MOC) is overseeing USAID’s approach to Open Data.  A 
Permanent Working Group (PWG) under InfoGov is coordinating with USAID 
operating units to identify datasets that may be candidates for public release. 

 

USAID met the initial Open Data Policy deadline of November 30, 2013.  
However, all agencies are required to expand and enhance access to their 
inventories over time and to report progress on a quarterly basis. 

 For more information on how to make your data publicly available, please contact opendata@usaid.gov or USAID’s Chief Data 
Officer, Brandon Pustejovsky, at bpustejovsky@usaid.gov.   

 

1 Data Asset (as defined by the Project Open Data Implementation Guide):  A collection of data elements or datasets that make sense to group together. 
Each community of interest identifies the Data Assets specific to supporting the needs of their respective mission or business functions. Notably, a Data 
Asset is a deliberately abstract concept. A given Data Asset may represent an entire database consisting of multiple distinct entity classes, or may 
represent a single entity class. 

 
A PRESUMPTION 

IN FAVOR OF 
OPENNESS 

 
The Open 
Government 
Directive (OMB M-
10-06) notes that, 
“With respect to 
information, the 
presumption shall be 
in favor of openness 
(to the extent 
permitted by law and 
subject to valid 
privacy, 
confidentiality, 
security, or other 
restrictions).” 

This means that to 
the extent practical 
and subject to valid 
restrictions, U.S. 
Government 
agencies should 
publish information 
online in open 
formats, rather than 
waiting for specific 
requests for 
information (for 
example, via the 
Freedom of 
Information Act). 
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