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Mission creep: the militarization of U.S. foreign 
policy? Adams, Gordon and Shoon Murray, editors. 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2014.

Contributors examine the 
role the U.S. Department 
of Defense has played in 
becoming the primary 
actor and face of U.S. 
foreign policy abroad, 
particularly in the post-
9/11 era when the U.S. 
faced rising challenges 
from terrorism, Islamic 
radicalism, ethnic 
conflicts, and failed states. 
They provide differing 
perspectives on the 
extent to which the DoD 

has increased influence in foreign aid, development, 
diplomacy, policy debates, and covert operations. The 
work of USAID is discussed in several chapters. 

New This Month June 2015

AID AND DEVELOPMENT

Humanitarian crises, intervention and security: 
a framework for evidence-based programming. 
Heyse, Liesbet, Andrej Zwitter, Rafael Wittek and Joost 
Herman, editors. New York: Routledge, 2015.

The authors provide a 
framework to assess the 
feasibility of interventions 
in natural and man-made 
disasters. The book serves to 
provide a tool for diagnosing 
and understanding complex 
emergencies and for 
analyzing the causes of crises. 
It also provides a frame 
in order to structure and 
analyze information required 
to evaluate or design 
interventions.
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Spaces of aid: how cars, compounds and hotels 
shape humanitarianism. Smirl, Lisa. London: Zed 
Books, 2015.

Aid workers commonly express concern over how the 
relatively comfortable experience of working in the 
field often contrasts with their overall mission goals, 
such as checking emails within gated compounds while 
surrounding communities have no running water or 
electricity. Smirl provides case-study analysis of the Aceh 
tsunami and Hurricane Katrina while exploring how aid 
work has gradually become detached from the lives of 
those it seeks to help.

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Food security and development: country case 
studies. Nagothu, Udaya Sekhar, editor. New York: 
Routledge, 2015.

Taking a look at the challenges 
associated with food security, 
this book explores the efforts 
that various countries have 
taken to combat food insecurity. 
Contributors examine the 
successes and failures that 
China, the Philippines, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, India, Ethiopia, 
Tanzania, Malawi, and Brazil, 
have encountered in their efforts 
to improve food security and 

consider the ways in which environmental and socio-
economic challenges contribute to food insecurity on a 
global level. 

Green signals: ecology, growth, and democracy 
in India. Ramesh, Jairam. New Delhi, India: Oxford 
University Press, 2015.

Using speaking orders on high-profile projects and notes 
and letters to the Prime Minister, ministerial colleagues, 
chief ministers and others, Ramesh provides insight into 
the challenges of bringing environmental concerns to 
mainstream political and economic decision-making in 
India. He explores India’s coming of age in the global 
environmental and climate change community and its 
move to take on a leadership role that is progressive, 
proactive, and in the national interest.

Livestock production and climate change. Malik, 
Pradeep K., Raghavendra Bhatta, Junichi Takahashi, 
Richard A. Kohn, and Cadaba S. Prasad, editors. Boston, 
MA: CABI, 2015.

This volume is divided into 
sections on livestock production, 
climate change and enteric 
methane amelioration. The 
contributors discuss issues such 
as current feed and fodder 
demand, the effect of climate 
change on feed availability and 
quality, the carbon footprint of 
producing food of animal origin, 
carbon sequestration, livestock 
diversity, animal reproduction, 

meat production, and the role of indigenous livestock 
in the changing climatic environment. USAID staff may 
download the e-book from CABI e-books.

Traditional arid lands agriculture: understanding 
the past for the future. Ingram, Scott E. and Robert 
C. Hunt, editors. Tucson, AZ: The University of Arizona 
Press, 2015.

The contributors seek to advance 
an understanding of traditional 
agriculture, nonindustrial plant 
cultivation for human use, in 
order to improve its practice 
and contribute to a greater 
understanding of the past. 
The book highlights traditional 
agricultural practices in the 
U.S. Southwest and northwest 
Mexico, and each chapter poses 
four questions: what don’t we 

know about specific aspects of traditional agriculture, why 
we need to know more, how we can know more, and 
what research questions can be pursued to know more. 
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Who rules the earth?: how social rules shape 
our planet and our lives. Steinberg, Paul F. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Paul Steinberg argues that 
environmental sustainability 
requires modifications to the 
social rules guiding human 
behavior such as city codes, 
business contracts, public policies, 
and cultural norms. In this text, 
he provides examples of how 
cities and industry leaders 
are changing corporate and 
governmental policies to improve 
the health of the planet. 

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND 
GOVERNANCE

Africa uprising: popular protest and political 
change. Branch, Adam and Zachariah 

Mampilly. London: Zed  
Books, 2015.

Popular protest has been 
emerging across Africa as a new 
force for political change, as 
widespread urban uprisings by 
youth, the unemployed, trade 
unions, activists, and religious 
groups are challenging injustice 
and inequality. Utilizing interviews 
and in-depth analysis, Branch and 
Mampilly offer an assessment of 
contemporary African protests 
and insight into the complexities 
of the social and political 
dynamics behind them.

Boko Haram: inside Nigeria’s unholy war. Smith, 
Mike. New York: I.B. Taurus & Co. Ltd., 2015.

Smith provides an in-depth 
account, often told through 
the voices of Nigerians caught 
between insurgents and brutal 
security forces, of the violence 
and unrest in Nigeria that 
initiated Boko Haram. He traces 
the history of Boko Haram 
from its beginnings as a small 
Islamist sect in remote northeast 
Nigeria to its transformation to 
an extremist group responsible 
for suicide bombings and mass 
abductions.

The taming of democracy assistance: why 
democracy promotion does not 

confront dictators. Bush, 
Sarah Sunn. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University  
Press, 2015.

Government programs that were 
meant to promote democracy 
by aiding dissidents and alternate 
political parties are less plentiful 
than they once were. Drawing 
upon case studies of democracy 
assistance in Jordan and 
Tunisia along with decades of 
project-level data and primary 
documents from NGOs, Bush 
argues that in order to survive, 
NGOs have sought out more 
subdued types of aid, especially 
as they have become more 
professional. The work of USAID 
is discussed in several chapters.
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The looting machine: warlords, oligarchs, 
corporations, smugglers, and the theft of 
Africa’s wealth. Burgis, Tom. New York:  
PublicAffairs, 2015.

Africa is the world’s poorest 
continent, yet arguably the 
richest in natural resources. 
Burgis exposes the systematic 
looting of Africa’s mineral 
resources, perpetrated for the 
benefit of oligarchic and state 
interests around the world, 
including African elites. He 
equates these actions to a new 
form of financial colonialism 
instituted by global corporations 
and political leaders. 

The social life of money. Dodd, Nigel. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2014.

Dodd, a sociologist of money, 
takes a wide-ranging look at 
modern theories of money in 
the post global financial crisis 
world. He explores sociological, 
economic, and philosophical 
theories, interspersing them with 
historic examples and applications 
to the modern financial situation, 
focusing on how money can be 
seized from the domination and 
the mismanagement of banks and 
governments.

Why states recover: changing walking  
societies into winning nations, from  
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. Mills, Greg. London, 
Hurst & Company, 2014.

In this volume, Greg Mills 
explores the topic of failed 
states while asking the question: 
How do countries recover and 
what roles should insiders and 
outsiders play to aid that process? 
Drawing on research from over 
thirty countries and interviews 
with a dozen state leaders, he 
analyzes state failure and focuses 
on instances of recovery in 
Latin America, Asia, and Africa, 
contending that it is local politics, 
customs, and rules that play the 
largest factors in determining 
success. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Global poverty: global governance and poor 
people in the post-2015 era. Hulme, David. New 
York: Routledge, 2015.

In the book’s second edition, 
Hulme charts the rise of global 
poverty as a priority global issue 
and its subsequent decline, as 
old issues such as trade policy 
and new issues such as terrorism 
and global climate change have 
pushed it aside. Included in 
this volume are key updates 
including: an evaluation of the 
post-2015 Development Agenda 
and Sustainable Development 
Goals and an exploration of how 
Columbia and Brazil are pushing 
a sustainability agenda, challenging 
the aid focus of OECD post-
MDGs interests.
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Unexpected outcomes: how emerging 
economies survived the global financial crisis. 
Wise, Carol, Leslie Elliott Armijo, and Saori N. Katada, 
editors. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution  
Press, 2015.

This volume reflects on the 
resilience of the emerging 
markets of Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, China, India, Korea, Mexico, 
Peru, and the Southeast Asian 
nations in the face of the 2008-09 
global financial crisis. Contributors 
attribute the rebound to prior 
macroeconomic, financial, and 
trade reforms that allowed the 
nations to combine state and 
market approaches to respond 
flexibly to the crisis. 

EDUCATION

Education and international development: 
an introduction. McCowan, Tristan and Elaine 
Unterhalter, editors. New York: Bloomsbury  
Academic, 2015.

This volume presents an 
introduction to education and 
international development, 
providing history, influential 
theories, areas of achievement, 
and critical reflections on the 
emerging trends in policy, 
practice and research in the 
field. Contributors focus 
on key issues such as adult 
education, language and identity, 
teacher and teacher education, 
and family and community 
engagement.

Universal basic skills: what countries stand to 
gain. Hanushek, Eric A. and Ludger Woessmann. Paris: 
OECD Publishing, 2015.

Access to schooling in developing 
countries has expanded; 
however many students leave 
the education system lacking 
basic proficiency in literacy and 
math skills. The new sustainable 
development targets now focus 
on not only access, but quality of 
education. This report highlights 
the economic and social benefits 
that could be gained if every child 
has access to education which 
provides them with a baseline 
level of skills needed to fully 
participate in society. USAID staff 
may download this e-book from 
the OECD iLibrary. 

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

Women, land and power in Bangladesh: 
Jhagrapur revisited. Arens, Jenneke. Dhaka, 
Bangladesh: The University Press Limited, 2014.

Through an extensive study of 
the village of Jhagrapur, Arens 
examines the impact of women’s 
land ownership on existing 
power relations in the household, 
family, and society. She explores 
this topic within the context 
of unequal gender and class 
relations in rural Bangladesh 
and makes an argument for the 
importance of women’s control 
over their land to help propel the 
social transformation of gender 
and class relations.
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Public health nutrition: principles and practice 
in community and global health. Stein, 

Natalie. Burlington, MA: Jones & 
Bartlett Learning, 2015.

The text offers insights on global 
health and public health nutrition, 
focusing on the nutrients most 
effective at improving public 
health nutrition for various 
population groups. The book is 
divided into six parts covering: 
nutrition around the world, 
policy and public health nutrition, 
hunger and malnutrition, 
maternal and child nutrition, 
nutritional scenes in developing 
nations, and nutrition and the 
environment

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Digital interactions in developing countries: an 
economic perspective. James, Jeffrey. New York: 
Routledge, 2013.

James explores issues pertaining 
to IT and development including 
the digital divide, digital 
preparedness, leapfrogging, 
low-cost computers, and 
internet skills. He argues that 
the benefits of IT in developing 
countries should be measured 
not by ownership and use, 
because ownership is limited 
in comparison to developed 
countries, but by the number of 
local innovations created which 
are low-cost and pro-poor.

HEALTH, NUTRITION & POPULATION

Diseases of poverty: epidemiology, infectious 
diseases, and modern plagues. Adams, Lisa V. and 
John R. Butterly.

Adams and Butterly examine 
the epidemiology and social 
impact of past and present 
infectious disease epidemics in 
the developing and developed 
world. They present early and 
contemporary perspectives on 
disease and disease control, 
examine specific diseases that 
represent “loud” and “silent 
emergencies,” and explore topics 
including: antibiotic resistance, 
AIDS, malaria, pandemic 
influenza, and nutrition and 
sanitation. The work of USAID is 
discussed in several chapters.

Evaluation of health promotion and disease 
prevention programs: improving population 
health through evidence-based practice. 
Windsor, Richard. New York: Oxford University  
Press, 2015.

Using case studies, Windsor 
presents conceptual and 
methodological frameworks for 
the six phases of health program 
evaluation: 1) introduction 
to evaluation; 2) models of 
evaluation planning; 3) efficacy 
and effectiveness evaluation; 
4) measurement and analysis 
evaluation; 5) process and 
qualitative evaluation; and 6) 
cost analysis and basic economic 
evaluation. He offers a model 
for measuring health impact and 
health outcomes and shows how 
to extend these measurements 
to establish an evidence base for 
future practice.
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KSC Researchers Assist YALI Network

The Young Africa Leaders Initiative (YALI) was launched by President Obama in 2010 to invest in the next 
generation of African leaders. Through YALI, the United States has invested significant resources to enhance 
leadership skills, promote entrepreneurship and connect young African leaders with one another and with 
Americans. Working alongside other U.S. Government agencies, USAID supports YALI by offering Africa-
based professional development activities to Mandela Washington Fellows and managing YALI Regional 
Leadership Centers in Africa. 

In response to a USAID request asking the KSC Research team to identify foundations that might provide 
funding and professional development opportunities for YALI participants, the researchers: 

 � Reviewed foundation-related resources and 
selected the most relevant foundations

 � Developed a matrix that provided grant 
descriptions, amounts, geographic eligibility, and 
contact information.  

 � Divided the matrix into three overarching 
categories:  public management, civic leadership, 
and business and entrepreneurship.  
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Some members of the YALI Mandela Washington Fellowship, which met in April 2015 in Washington, DC.

The matrix is currently being presented at regional conferences and will be posted online for YALI 
participants.

Want to see how the KSC Research Team can help you?  
Just send an e-mail to ksc@usaid.gov and we’ll be in touch. 


