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Memoirs of an agent for change in international 
development: my flight path into the 21st 
century. Rudel, Ludwig. Arlington, VA: Arlington Hall 
Press, 2014.

In his memoir, Ludwig 
Rudel recounts his 
experiences with U.S. 
foreign economic aid 
programs since WWII. 
He provides a firsthand 
account of the political 
changes of the “Group 
of 77” nations as they 
attempted to employ 
the UN’s economic 
development agencies 
to press for a “New 
International Economic 
Order,” and he examines global trends of the past 
eighty years in four areas of change–population growth, 
science and technology, economic systems, and political 
structures. USAID is discussed in several chapters.
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AID AND DEVELOPMENT

Istanbul Programme of Action for the LDCs 
(2011-2020): monitoring deliverables, 

tracking progress—
analytical perspectives. 
LDC IV Monitor. London: 
Commonwealth Secretariat, 
2014.

The Istanbul Programme of 
Action (IPoA) for the least 
developed countries sets 
out a development path for 
LDCs for the coming decade. 
The LDC IV Monitor’s 
reports provide assessments 
of the delivery status of the 

promises contained in the IPoA. This volume on analytical 
perspectives addresses a wide range of issues including 
building productive capacity, trade in goods and services, 
delivery of the Millennium Development Goals, and 
consequences of climate change.
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Tapping philanthropy for development: lessons 
learned from a public-private partnership in 
rural Uganda. Butler, Lorna Michael and Della E. 
McMillan, editors. Boulder, CO: Kumarian Press, 2015.

While writing about the Center for Sustainable 
Rural Livelihoods (CSRL) program based at Iowa 
State University, Butler and McMillan offer advice for 
organizations seeking to fund and manage multifaceted, 
public-private partnerships for development. They 
provide lessons learned and recommendations based on 
CSRL’s experience.

World development indicators 2015 (e-book 
from the World Bank eLibrary). World Bank. 
Washington, DC: World Bank, 2015.

This volume provides a 
compilation of internationally 
comparable statistics about global 
development and the fight against 
poverty, while reviewing global 
progress toward the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). Key 
indicators are organized around 
six themes including: world view, 
people, environment, economy, 

states and markets, and global links. USAID staff can 
download this book from the World Bank eLibrary.

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Changing the food game: market 
transformation strategies for sustainable 
agriculture. Simons, Lucas. Sheffield, UK: Greenleaf 
Publishing Limited, 2015.

Simons shows how our unsustainable food production 
system cannot support the world’s population growth, 
estimated to reach 10 billion people by the year 2050. 
He argues that this challenge can only be solved by 
effective market transformation to achieve sustainable 
agriculture and food production, and demonstrates 
positive examples of viable changes already implemented 
throughout the world. 

Energy poverty: global challenges and local 
solutions. Halff, Antoine, Benjamin K. Sovacool, and  
Jon Rozhon, editors. Oxford, UK: Oxford University 
Press, 2014.

Contributors ranging from 
economists, policymakers, 
entrepreneurs, and other global 
practitioners define and measure 
the problem of energy poverty 
while reviewing past and current 
energy access programs to assess 
what works and what hasn’t. 
They conclude by presenting 
a number of solutions to bring 
modern energy to those who 
lack it without harming the 

environment or stressing the planet’s finite resources.

Green growth in fisheries and aquaculture 
(e-book from the OECD iLibrary). OECD. Paris: 
OECD Publishing, 2015.

This report summarizes the current situation in fisheries 
and aquaculture, acknowledging the risks to these sectors 
in many parts of the world. It offers reforms suggested 
by the OECD Green Growth Strategy and improved 
regulations as measures to reach the maximum future 
growth potential of aquaculture. USAID staff can 
download this book from the OECD iLibrary.

Women redefining the experience of food 
insecurity: life off the edge of the table.  
Page-Reeves, Janet, editor. Lanham, MD: Lexington 
Books, 2014.

This collection of essays broadly 
explores issues of food insecurity 
in relation to gender, culture, 
inequality, poverty, and health 
disparity. The contributors 
explore the processes of how 
women procure and prepare 
food in a context of scarcity 
and provide a counter narrative 
to notions that the choices 
women make are irresponsible 
or ignorant, or that the lives of 

women from low-income, low-wealth communities are 
predicated on impotence and weakness.
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DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND 
GOVERNANCE

Civil society and politics in Central Asia. Ziegler, 
Charles E., editor. Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky 
Press, 2015.

A group of scholars assess the 
problems and potential of the 
Central Asian states of Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
and Turkmenistan, examining the 
often uneasy relationship between 
its states and the societies they 
govern. Highlighting the cultural 
complexity and diversity of Central 
Asia, the essays in this volume 
discuss the forces for political 
change and continuity at work in 
this region.

Demokrasi: Indonesia in the 21st century. 
McDonald, Hamish. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.

Indonesian scholar Hamish 
McDonald looks at rapidly 
modernizing Indonesia, a 
nation on track to join the 
world’s ten biggest economies 
within a decade. He provides 
an introduction to this rising 
nation, detailing its expansion 
out of its colonial past, its 
move into democracy, and its 
explosion onto the world stage. 
Additionally, he seeks to provide 
insight into its uncertain future as 
an emerging world power.

Isis: the state of terror. Stern, Jessica and J.M. Berger. 
New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2015.

Stern and Berger, two leading 
experts on violent extremism 
and terrorism, explore the origin, 
evolution, and implications of the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 
They provide analysis of the 
methods ISIS uses to frighten 
citizens and recruit new soldiers 
to their ranks, which includes 
their use of social media and 
propaganda videos. They also 
offer thoughts on potential 
government responses to ISIS, 
emphasizing that we must change 
our current ideas of terrorism 
and terrorist groups and react 
to the quickly changing Jihadi 
landscape.

New media and religious transformations in 
Africa. Hackett, Rosalind I. J. and Benjamin F. 

Soares, editors. Bloomington, IN: 
Indiana University Press, 2015.

Casting a critical look at Africa’s 
evolving religious media scene, 
the contributors examine how 
African religious leaders have 
increasingly appropriated media 
to both strengthen and expand 
their communities, but also to 
marginalize and restrict the 
activities of others, actions which 
have led to tension and violence. 
They analyze the connections 
between media and religion at a 
time of rapid technological and 
social change throughout Africa.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

The age of sustainable development. Sachs, 
Jeffrey D. New York: Columbia University Press, 

2015.

Sachs presents sustainable 
development as the means to 
address worldwide problems of 
extreme poverty, environmental 
degradation, and political-
economic injustice. He addresses 
issues of urban-rural inequality, 
social inclusion, education, health 
coverage, food security, biological 

diversity, and climate change and provides the tools, 
metrics, and pathways needed to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Asia-Africa development divergence: a question 
of intent. Henley, David. London: Zed Books, 2015.

While Southeast Asian countries 
have been successful in reducing 
absolute poverty levels, in African 
countries such as Kenya, Nigeria, 
and Tanzania, most people are 
still almost as poor as they were 
fifty years ago. Henley addresses 
this divergence between the 
two regions and contends that 
the one explanation for this 
inequality is the unequal quality 
of developmental intent on the 
part of national political leaders.
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The business of doing good: insights from one 
social enterprise’s journey to deliver on 

good intentions. Simanowitz, 
Anton and Katherine Knotts. 
Warwickshire, UK: Practical 
Action Publishing, 2015.

Simanowitz and Knotts chart 
the evolution of Angkor 
Mikroheranhvatho (Kampuchea) 
Co. Ltd (AMK), a Cambodian 
microfinance organization, and its 
efforts to build an organizational 
business model to serve 

thousands of poor people and bring tangible benefits to 
their lives. Throughout the book, they reveal six insights 
for microfinance and other social purpose organizations 
that are using the marketplace to tackle a range of 
pressing social challenges. 

Emerging economies and challenges to 
sustainability: theories, strategies, local realities. 
Hansen, Arve and Ulrikke Wethal, editors. New York: 
Routledge, 2015.

The book investigates how 
the development strategies of 
emerging economies challenge 
traditional development theory 
and sustainability discourses. 
Using original case studies, it 
discusses how to conceptualize 
sustainable development in 
the global race for economic 
prosperity. Contributors 
address what characterizes 
the development strategies of 

emerging economies, what challenges they are posing 
for global sustainable development, and how emerging 
economies can shed light on the global challenges of the 
relationship between socio-economic improvements and 
environmental degradation.
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EDUCATION

The ABC of gender equality in education: 
aptitude, behaviour, confidence. PISA. Paris: OECD 
Publishing, 2015.

This report compiles data on 
gender differences in education. 
It looks at underperformance 
among boys, lack of self 
confidence among girls, and 
family, school, and societal 
influences, while addressing 
policies to help boys and girls 
reach their full potential.  
This book is available for 
download by USAID staff from 
the OECD iLibrary.

Lifelong learning for poverty eradication. 
Raditloaneng, Wapula N. and Morgen Chawawa. New 
York: Springer, 2015.

This book illustrates the meaning 
and scope of lifelong learning 
and different types of poverty 
reduction programs prevalent 
in Africa and particularly in 
communities in Botswana. The 
authors showcase community 
development and engagement 
initiatives and experiences from 
selected African universities 
and how the interaction of 
the universities and their 
communities resulted in a major 
positive transformation in the 
lives of poor families. 

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

Capabilities, gender, equality: towards 
fundamental entitlements. Comim, Flavio and 
Martha C. Nussbaum, editors. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, 2014.

In this collection of essays, 
contributors provide reflections 
on the capabilities, or human 
development, approach to issues 
of gender, equality, and political 
liberalism. They address a range 
of development issues including 
religion, environmental justice, 
social justice, child care, disability, 
and poverty.

HEALTH, NUTRITION & POPULATION

Anthropology of infectious disease. Singer, Merrill. 
Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press Inc., 

2014.

Medical anthropologist Merril 
Singer draws connections 
between the behaviors of 
microorganisms and the activities 
of complex social systems, 
showing how we exist with 
pathogenic agents of disease in a 
complex process of coevolution. 
He also connects human diseases 
to larger ecosystems and various 
other species that are future 
sources of new human infections.

Image: amazon.com

Image: amazon.com

Image: amazon.in.com

By Request

Image: www.amazon.com

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/the-abc-of-gender-equality-in-education_9789264229945-en


6 May 2015 NEW THIS MONTH 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Digital humanitarians: how big data is changing 
the face of humanitarian response. Meier, Patrick. 
Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press, 2015.

The overflow of information 
generated during disasters 
can be as much of a hindrance 
to humanitarian response as 
the lack of information. Digital 
humanitarians mobilize online 
to make sense of vast volumes 
of data in direct support of 
relief efforts worldwide. This 
book charts the rise of digital 
humanitarians and how they 
are changing humanitarian relief 
efforts.

D3.js in action. Meeks, Elijah. Shelter Island, NY: 
Manning Publications Co., 2015.

Meeks provides an introduction 
to D3.js, a JavaScript library that 
allows data to be represented 
graphically on a webpage, 
and how to use it to build 
interactive graphics and data-
driven applications. He covers 
practical use cases and practical 
techniques for content design and 
animation. Topics covered include 
vector graphics, expressive 
data visualization, creating rich 
mapping applications, prepping 
your data, and data driven web 
apps in D3.

Disease diplomacy: international norms and 
global health security. Davies, Sara E., Adam 
Kamradt-Scott, and Simon Rushton. Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2015.

The management of infectious 
disease outbreaks has become 
a foreign and security policy 
concern in an age of air travel 
and globalized trade. In 2005 
the World Health Organization’s 
member states adopted the 
International Health Regulations 
(IHR) revisions which significantly 
expanded what is expected of 
states in the face of public health 
emergencies. The authors trace 
the emergence of these new norms, the extent to which 
they have been internalized by states, and the constraints 
governments confront in attempting to comply with 
them. 

Politics in the corridor of dying: AIDS activism 
and global health governance. Chan, Jennifer. 
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2015.

Chan documents the emergence 
of a diverse range of community-
based, nongovernmental, and 
civil society groups engaged in 
patient-focused AIDS advocacy 
worldwide, critically evaluating 
the evolving role of these groups 
in challenging authoritative global 
health governance schemes. 
She argues that AIDS activism 
disrupts four contemporary 
regimes of power--science, 

market fundamentalism, governance, and community 
control--by elevating alternative knowledge production 
and human rights.
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ASIA

Euphoria. King, Lily. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 
2014.

Anthropologist Andrew Bankson 
has been alone in the field 
for several years and on the 
verge of suicide when a chance 
encounter with colleagues Nell 
Stone and her husband Fen 
pulls him back from the brink. 
Inspired by events in the life of 
anthropologist Margaret Mead, 
this novel tells the story of three 
young anthropologists in the 
1930s caught in a passionate 
love triangle that threatens their 
relationships, their careers, and, 
ultimately, their lives. 

MANAGEMENT AND CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT

Blindspot: hidden biases of good people. Banaji, 
Mahzarin R. and Anthony G. Greenwald. New York, 
Delacorte Press, 2013.

Banaji and Greenwald question 
the extent to which our 
perceptions of social groups 
shape our judgments about 
people’s character and abilities 
as they explore the hidden 
biases we carry in the mind’s 
metaphoric ‘blindspot.’ They 
believe that by gaining awareness 
of this ‘blindspot,’ we can adapt 
our beliefs and behavior to be 
fairer to those around us and 
align our behavior with our 
intentions.

Pivot points: five decisions every successful 
leader must make. Peters, Julia Tang. Hoboken, NJ: 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2014.

Through interviews with top 
business leaders and a study 
of over 500 professionals in all 
stages of leadership careers, Tang 
argues that it is one’s attitude 
toward the decision-making 
process, rather than personal 
traits or characteristics, which 
determines whether one is an 
effective leader. She provides 
insight into how to identify key 
strengths, apply them to specific 
problems, and continue building a 
legacy of leadership.
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Contact the Knowledge Services Center for assistance at ksc@usaid.gov

Looking for help with your research?

Let the KSC Guides point you in the right direction. Located at kscguides.usaid.gov, this 
tool can be used to help you get started exploring some of the most frequently researched 
development topics. The research guides provide useful links to online publications and 
organizations, electronic journals, databases, RSS feeds, data sources, and much more. 
Come check out the KSC Guides to find these topics and more: 

 � Africa
 � Disaster Research
 � Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance
 � Getting the Most Out of Web of Science

 � Latin America and the Caribbean
 � mHealth
 � Venture Capital and Development
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