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The 8–10 MILLION women-owned SMEs in emerging 
markets represent an important share of employment 
generation and potential for economic growth.

Of the total value of the DCA SME portfolio, only 

10% goes to women-owned firms while 

82% goes to men-owned firms. 

Since 2008, the DCA SME loan portfolio includes

Notes:  An ‘SME’ is defined as an enterprise with loan of US$2,000 or greater.  The data in this factsheet 
does not include the proportion of loans given to firms where the owner’s gender was not reported.

Source: Unlocking Growth Through Credit Guarantees:  An Overview Analysis of Loans to Women-Owned 
SMEs, Lara Storm, 2013.

The median loan value varies 
across sectors and between men and women.
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Around the world, DCA offers partial 
credit guarantees 
to partner financial institutions to 
leverage private capital and spur 
economic growth in developing 
countries. Credit distribution in the 
DCA SME portfolio is strongly skewed 
toward men-owned SMEs.  
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