
FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FERTILITY INTENTION ALGORITHM* 

For all 
pregnant 
women 
during 

antenatal 
care 

For women For women For women 
upto6weeks with a child who are 
postpartum < 2 years at <6 months during under-5/well- postabortion postpartum 

baby clinic: at PAC services: care: Advise 
she wait at Advise she wait 

least 2 years at least 2 years 

after her last after her last 
birth before birth before 
attempting attempting 
to become to become 
pregnant. pregnant. 

Educate on: 
• HTSP messages 
• HTSP benefits 
• Risks of closely spaced 

pregnancies, early 
pregnancy<18, late 
pregnancy>34 or high 
parity>S. 

• Importance of 
antenatal care 

Discuss appropriate FP choices for 
all women, taking into consideration 
postpartum and breastfeeding status. 

Provide method 
or refer for FP 

services. 

Advise she 
wait at least 6 
months before 

attempting 
to become 
pregnant. 

Obtain brief medical/pregnancy 
history 

Assess fertility intention: 
is she planning on having another 

baby? 

Discuss 
appropriate FP 

choices, including 
long-acting 

and permanent 
methods, if pre

menopause. 

Provide method 
or refer for FP 

services. 

NO 

Has client 
completed 

childbearing? 

Discuss how long 
client wants to wait. 

Educate on: 
• HTSP messages 
• HTSP benefits 
• Risks of closely spaced 

pregnancies, early 
pregnancy<18, late 
pregnancy >34 or high 
parity>S. 

Discuss 
appropriate FP 

choices, including 
long-acting 

and permanent 
methods. 

Provide method 
or refer for FP 

services. 

*For use in an ANC clinic, PNC clinic/visit, MCH clinic, PAC clinic, or under-5/well-baby clinic 

Discuss HTSP 
messages and 

benefits. 

Discuss 
appropriate FP 

choices, including 
long-acting 

and permanent 
methods. 

Provide 
information on 

where to go for FP 
services. 

This algorithm should be used with the booklet titled "A Guide for Using the Fertility Intention Algorithm': which contains the following resources that 
will help the provider adequately address any questions or concerns the client may have: 

• HTSP Messages & Benefits 
• The Benefits of Practicing HTSP vs the Risks of Not Practicing HTSP 
• Contraceptive Options (adapted from ACCESS-FP's Postpartum Contraceptive Options) 
• Is HTSP right for me? 


